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.BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

FILE NO. 170923 ORDINANC : NO.

[Planning Code - Landmark Designation of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church
Complex)]

Qrdinance amending the Planning Code to designéte 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third
Bapﬁst Church Complex), in Assessor’s Parcel Block No. 0778, Lot No. 013, as: a
Landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code; affirming the Planning Department’s
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and making public
necessity, convenience and welfare ﬁndings under Planning Code, Section 302, and

findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of

Planning Code, Section 101.1.

NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font.
Additions to Codes are in single-underline italics Times New Roman font.
Deletions to Codes are in &FHJE&fh%ﬁﬁgki*&l—t&E—T—H%ﬁi—A@W—Rmﬁ&mj%ﬁf
Board amendment additions are in double-underlined Arial font.
Board amendment deletions are in SjC-FH(et-hFSHQ-h—A-H&—feﬂjé

Asterisks (* * * *)indicate the omission of unchanged Code
subsections or parts of tables.

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco:

Section 1. Findings.
(a) CEQA and Land Use Findings.
(1) The Planning Depértment has determined that the proposed Planning Code

"amendment is subject to a Categorical Exemption from the California Environmental Quality

Act (California Public Resources Code section 21000 et seq., "CEQA") pursuant to Section

15308 of the Guidelines for Implementatlon of the statute for actions by regulatory agenmes

+ for protection of the env1ronment (in this case, landmark deS|gnat|on) Said determmatlon is

on file with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors in File No. 170923 and is incorporated herein

by reference.
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(2) Pursuant to Planning Code Section 302, the Board of Supervisors finds that
the proposed landmark designation of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church
Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor’s Block 0778, will serve the public necessity, convenience and
welfare for thereasons set forth in Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 893,
recommending approval of the proposed designation, which is incorporated herein by
reference. | |

(3) The Board finds that the proposed landmark designation of 1399 McAllister
Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor’s Block 0778 is consistent
with the San Francisco General Plan and with Planning Code Section 101.1(b) for the reasons
set forth in Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 883, recommending approval of
the proposed designation, which is incorporated herein by reference.

(b) General Findings. '

(1) Pursuant to Section 4.135 of the Charter of the City and County of San
Francisco, the Histprié Preservation Commission has authority "to recommend approval,
disapproval, or modification of Iandmark designations and historic district designations under
the Planning Code to the Board of Supervisors." |

~ (2) On August 17, 2016, the Historié Preservation Commission added 1399
McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor's Block 0778, to
the Landmark Deé’ignation Work Program.

(3) The Designation report was prepared and reviewed by Planning Department

Preservation staff. All preparers meet the Secretary of the Interior's Professional Qualification

Standards and the report was reviewed for accuracy and conformance with the purposes and

'sténdards of Article 10.

Supervisor Breed
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(4) The Historic Preservation Commission, at its regular meeting of Ju.ly 19,
2017, reviewed Departmeht staff's analysis of 1399 'McAIlistér Street’s historical significance
per Article 10 as part of the Landmark Designation Case Report dated July 11, 2017.

(5) OnJuly 19, 2017, the Historic Preservation Commission passed Resolution
No. 883, initiating designation of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex),
Lot 013, in Assessor’s Block 0778, as a San Francisco Landmark pursuént to Section 1004.1
of the San Francisco Planning CodeT Such motion is on file with the Clerk of the Board in File
No. 170923 and incorporated herein by reference. ,

(6) On after holding é public hearing on the proposed designation and having
considered the épecialized analyses prepared by Planning Department staff and the
Landmark Designation Case Report, the Historic Preservation Commission recommended
approval of the proposed landmark designation of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist
Church Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor’s Block 0778, in Resolutioh No. 893 . Such resolutior
is on file with the Clerk of the Board in File No. 170923. | |

(7) The Boa.rd of Supervisors hereby finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third
Baptist Church Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor’s Block 0778, has a special qharacter and
special historical, architectural, and aesthetic interest and value, and that its designation as a
Landmark will further the purposes of and conform to the standards set forth in Article 10 of

the San Francisco Planning Code.

Section 2. Designation.

Pursuant to Section 1004 of the Planning Code, 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third
Baptlst Church Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor’s Block 0778, is hereby designated as a San

Francisco Landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code.

Supervisor Breed
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Section 3. Required Data.

(a) The description, location, and boundary of the Landmark site consists of the City
parcel located :at 1399 McAllister Street, Lot 013, in Assessor’s Block 0778, in San
Francisco’s Western Addition neighborhood. |

(b) The characteristics of the Landmark that justify its designation are described and
shown in the Landmark Designation Case Report and other supporting materials contained in
Planning Department Caée Docket No. 2017-004024DES: In brief, 1399 McAllister Street
(aka Third Baptist Church Complex), Lot }013, in Assessor’s Block 0778, is eligible for local

designation under National Register of Historic Places Criteria A (aé it is associated with

events that have made a significant contribution te the broad patters of our hiStory), B (asitis |

associated with the lives of persons significant in our past), and C (as it embodies distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction). Specifically, designation of the
Third Baptist Church Complex, the first African American congregation formed west of the |
Rocky Mountains, is proper given its crucial role in the social, econonﬁc, and political
advancemént of African Americans in San‘ Francisco. As a flagship church within San-
Francisco’s African American community, designation is further warranted due to its

association with the nationally-recognized religious, co‘mmunity, and civil rights leader,

- Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr. Designation of 1399 McAllister Street is appropriate'.

given that it was one of the first Midcentury Modern ecclesiastical buildings constructed in the
Western Addition durihg the postwar period, and represented one of the éarliest to depart
stylistically from the traditional Catholic-influenced architecture that characterized most
Christian churches up until the mid-tw‘}entiethAcentury.

'(c) uThe ﬁarticular features that shall be preserved, or replaced in-kind as de’germined
necessary, are those generally shown in photographs .and described in the Landmark

Designation Case Report, and which are incorporated in this designation by reference as

Supervisor Breed
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though fully set forth. Specifically, the following features shall be preserved or replaced in
kind: ' |
(1) All exterior elevations, form, massing, structure, roofline, architectural

drnament and materials of the Church Building at 1399 McAllister Street, identified as:

(A) One-story (double height) with mezzanine, rectangular building plan;

- (B) Hipped roof;

(C) Detached rectangular bell tower, ornamented with scored borders and
raised verticalv bands, vertical wood ribbon"windows with divided lites, and decorative square
voids, capped with a cross ornament;

(D) Brick staircase at the corner of Pierce and McAllister Streets with

integrated red brick planters;
(E) Courtyard featuring a concrete platform that leads to the main
entrance of the sanCtuary; .
(F) Col_umn.s and curvilihear entablature above courtyérd at front of
entrance, sited at the corner of McAllister and Pierce Streets; | 7
_(G) Decorative terracotta tile shaped as a star and-inlaid into the concrete
platform at the top of staircase at Pierce and McAllister Streets;

(H) An octagonal baptismal font clad in Roman brick veneer, located at
the center of the concrete platform at the main entrance; |

(l>) Primary facade facing McAllister Street;

(J) Terracotta terrazzo at front entrance;

(K) Recessed primary entrance to sanctuary, characterized by three pairs

of metal frame glass doors;

(L) Ornamental incised squares surrounding entrance of sanctuary;

Supervisor Breed
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(M) Raised vertical band ornamentation extending from first story to roof

and surrounding windows on north elevation:

(N) Double hung wood windows with horizontal muntins filled with yellow

glass on north and east elevations
_ (O) Inset wood-frame cross-shaped window with yellow glass on primary
fagade;

(P) Vertical wood ribbon windows with divided lites on east and west
elevations; and

(2) The character—deﬁnfng interior features of the Church Building are those

associated with areas that have historically been accessible to the public, and are depicted in
the floor plans or photos of the Landmark Designation Case Report, including:

(A) Lobby -

(B) Existing volume of sanctuary space;

(C) Pews

(D) Stained wood Wainscoting;’

(E) Mezzanine;

(F) Wooden trusses with shaped bracketsi

(G) Brass hanging lamps; and ‘

(H) Raised and recessed wooden pulpit, altar and choir loft, with 18 |

recessed ornamental squares on ceiling above, two identical decorative organ pipe systems

|| flanking either side of interior baptismal, and space for drums and a church organ.

(3) All exterilor elevations, form, massing, structure, roofline, architectural
ornament and materials of the Youth Center and Fellowship Building at 1399 McAllister

Street, identified as:

Supervisor Breed
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4(A) Two-story (double-height second story) with mezzanine, rectangular
building plan;

(B) Flat roofiine;

(C) Inset north facade;

(D) Multi-lite, wood sash, vertical ribbon window with textured yellow
glass at north facade;

(E) Multi-lite, wood sash horizontal ribbon window with textured yellow
glass at first floor of north facade; and B

(F) Canopy. 4

(4) The charabter—defihing interior features of the Youth Center and Fellowship

Building are those associéted with areas that have historically been accessible to the public,

and are depicted in the floor plans or photos in the Landm'ark'Designatiqn Case Report,

" including:

(A) Presence of assembly space with smaller rooms at first floor: and

(B)-Gymnasium on second floor with sirﬁple trusses, skylights and

hardwood floor.

Section 4. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after
enactment. Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor returns the
ordinance unsigned or does not sign the ordinance within ten days of réceiving it, or the Board
of Supervisors overrides the Mayor's veto of the ordinance. |
/i

1/

i

i
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APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney

By:

ANDREARUIZEESQUIDE
Deputy Ci ey

n:VMland\as2017\0900449\01214579.doc

Historic Preservation Commission
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
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FILE NO. 170923

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST

[Planning Code - Landmark Desngnatlon of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church
Complex)] :

Ordinance amending the Planning Code to designate 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third
Baptist Church Complex), in Assessor’s Parcel Block No. 0778, Lot No. 013, as a
Landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code; affirming the Planning Department’s
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and making public ’
necessity, convenience and welfare findings under Planning Code, Section 302, and
findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of
Planning Code, Section 101.1. '

Existing Law

Under Article 10, Section 1004 of the Planning Code, the Board of Supervisors may, by
ordinance, designate an individual structure that has special character or special historical,
architectural or aesthetic interest or value as a City landmark. Once a structure has been
named a landmark, any construction, alteration; removal or demolition for which a City permit
is required necessitates a Certificate of Appropriateness from the Historic Preservation
Commission ("HPC"). (Planning Code Section 1006; Charter of the City and County of San
Francisco, Section 4.135.) Thus, landmark designation affords a high degree of protection to
historic and architectural structures of merit in the City. There are currently more than 260
individual landmarks in the City under Article 10,.in addition to other structures and districts in
- the downtown area that are protected under Article 11. (See Appendix A to Article 10.)

Amendments to Current Law

This ordinance amends the Planning Code to add a new historic landmark td the list of
individual landmarks under Article 10: 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church
Complex) .

The ordinance finds that 1399 McAllister Street is eligible for designation as a City landmark
under National Register of Historic Places Criteria Criteria A (as it is associated with events
that have made a significant contribution to the broad patters of our history), B (as it is
associated with the lives of persons significant in our past), and C (as it embodies distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction). Specifically, designation of the
Third Baptist Church Complex, the first African American congregation formed west of the
Rocky Mountains, is proper given its crucial role in the social, economic, and political
advancement of African Americans in San Francisco. As a flagship church within San
Francisco’s African American community, designation is further warranted due to its
association with the nationally-recognized religious, community, -and civil rights leader,
Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr. Designation of 1399 McAllister Street is also .

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 630 Page 1



FILE NO. 170923

appropriate given that it was one of the first Midcentury Modern ecclesiastical buildings
constructed in the Western Addition during the postwar period, and represented one of the
earliest to depart stylistically from the traditional Catholic-influenced architecture that
characterized most Christian churches up until the mid-twentieth century.

As required by Section 1004, the ordinance lists the particular exterior and interior features
that shall be preserved, or replaced in-kind as determined necessary.

Background Information

The landmark designation was initiated by the HPC pursuant to its authority under the Charter
to recommend approval, disapproval, or modification of landmark designations and historic
district designations under the Planning Code to the Board of Supervisors. The HPC held a
hearing to initiate the landmark designation of 1399 McAllister Street on July 19, 2017. On

-July 19, 2017 the HPC held a public hearing on the proposed designation and considered the
Landmark Designation Case Report prepared by Planning Department Preservation staff who
meet the Secretary of the Interior's Professional Qualification Standards. At such hearing, the
HPC voted to recommend approval of the designation of 1399 McAllister Street as a City
landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code to the Board of Supervisors.

n:\land\as2017\0900449\01205786.docx
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SAN FRANCISCO
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

. 1650 Mission St,
» » n = = Suite 400
Historic Preservation Commission SanFancis,
u . CA 94103-2479
Resolution No. 893 _—
HEARING DATE AUGUST 16, 2017 415.558.6378
Case No. 2017-004024DES ‘ ?:(:5_553.5409
Project: 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex) ]

Staff Contact: Desiree Smith (415) 575-9073 m::gom

desiree.smith@sfgov.org 415556.6377

Reviewed By: ~ Tim Frye — (415) 575-6822
tim.frye@sfgov.or

RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ARTICLE 10
LANDMARK DESIGNATION FOR 1399 MCALLISTER STREET (AKA THIRD BAPTIST
CHURCH COMPLEX), ASSESSOR’S BLOCK 0778, LOT 013, AS ARTICLE 10 LANDMARK.

1. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission, at its regular meeting of August 17, 2016,
added 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot
013, to its Landmark Designation Work Program; and

2. WHEREAS, Planning Department Preservation staff meeting the Secrétary of the Interior’s
Professional Qualification Standards prepared: the Landmark Designafion Report for 1399
McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013, which was
reviewed by Tim Frye for accuracy and conformance with the purposes and standards of Article
10; and

3, WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission, at its regular meeting of July 19, 2017,
reviewed Department staff’s analysis of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church
Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013, historical significance per Article 10 as part of the
Landmark Designation Case Report dated July 19, 2017 and initiated landmark designation
through Resolution 883; and

4, WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that the 1399 McAlhster Street (aka Third
Baptist Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013 nomination is in the fotm prescribed by
the HPC and contains supporting historic, architectural, and/or cultural documentation; and

5. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third

Baptist Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013 coveys its historical significance as an

important institution in the social, economic, and political advancement of African Americans in
San Francisco; and

6. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third
~ Baptist Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013, conveys its historical significance for

www .sfplanning.org:
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Resolution No. 893 ' ' Case No; 2017-004024DES
August 16, 2017 . . 1399 McAliister Street

its association with San Francisco civil rights leader, Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr.;
and '

7. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third
Baptist Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013 coveys its architectural significanice as
one of the first Midcentury Modern ecdlesiastical buildings constructed in the Western Addition
during the postwar period, and represented one of the earliest to depart stylistically from the
traditional Catholic-influenced architecture that characterized most Christian churches up until
the mid-twentieth century; and

8. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third ‘
- Baptist Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013 meets the eligibility requirements per
Section 1004 of the Planning Code and warrants consideration for Article 10 landmark
designation; and

9. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that the boundaries and the list of
exterjor and inferior character-defining features, as identified in the Landmark Designation
Report, should be considered for preservation under the proposed landmark designation as
they relate to the building’s historical significance and retain historical integrity; and

10. WHEREAS, the proposed designation is consistent with the General Plan priority policies
pursuant to Planning Code section 101.1 and furthers Priority Policy No. 7, which states that
historic buildings be preserved, for reasons set forth in the July 19, 2017 Case Report; and

11. WHEREAS, the Department has determined that landmark designation is exempt from
environmental review, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15308 (Class Elght Categorical);
and

'IHEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends to the

Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013 as a Landmark pursuant to Article 10 of the Planning
Code.

I hereby certlfy that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Historic Preservation Commission at its

Commission Secretary

AYFS: Hyland, Johnck, Johns, Matsuda, Pearlman, Wolfram
NAYS: None

ABSENT: Hasz

ADOPTED:  August 16, 2017

SAN FRANCISCO 2
LANNING DEPARTMENT
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SAN FRANCISCO
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

1650 Mission St.

= - N . g » n Sulte 400

Historic Preservation Commission S,

- ’ CA 94103-2479

Resolution No. 883 j o
HEARING DATE JULY 19, 2017 415,558.6378
Case No. 2017-004024DES ?ixé 558 5409
Project: 1399 McAllister Strect (aka Third Baptist Church Complex)

Re: Initiation of Article 10 Landmark Designation m:‘:“?gm

Staff Con'ta.ct: Desiree Smith (415) 575-9073 415.558.6377

desiree.smith@sfgov.org
Reviewed By: Tim Frye - (415) 575-6822

AAAAA Him. Lrge@sfgov org

RESOLUTION TO INITIATE ARTICLE 10 LANDMARK DESIGNATION FOR 1399
MCALLISTER STREET (AKA THIRD BAPTIST CHURCH COMPLEX), ASSESSOR’S BLOCK
0778, LOT 013, AS' ARTICLE 10 LANDMARK

1. WEHEREAS, the I-_Ix_s_tonc Preservation Comnussxon, at its regular meeting of August 17,2016, -
added 1399 McAllister Street {aka Third Baptist Chitrch Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot
- 013, to its Landmark Designation Work Program; and

2. WHEREAS, Planning Department Preservation staff, who meet the Secretary of the Interior’s
Professional Qualification Standards, prepared the Landmark Designation Report for 1399
McAlhster Street (aka Thu'd Baphst Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013, Wthh was

3. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission, at its regular meeting of July 19, 2017,
reviewed Department staff’s analysis of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church
Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013, historical significance per Article 10 as part ¢ of the
Landmark Designation Case Report dated July 19, 2017; and

4, 'WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that the 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third
Baptist Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013 nomination is in the form prescribed by
the HPC and contains supporting historic, architectural, and/or cultural documentatlon, and

5. WHEREAS, the Historic Prese_rvation Comxﬁission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (éka Third
Baptist Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013 coveys its historical significance as an

important institution in the social, economic, and political advancement of African Aimericans in
San Francisco; and

6. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third

Baptist Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013, conveys its historical sig:niﬁcan’ce for

wyww.siplanning.org
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Resolution No. 883 ’ Case No: 2017-004024DES
July 19,2017 . ) 1399 MeAllister Street

its agsociation with San Franicisco civil rights leader, Reverend Frederick- Douglas Haynes, Sr.;
and

7. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third
Baptist Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013 coveys its architectural significance as
one of the first ecclesiastical buildings constructed in the Western Addition during the postwar
period, and represented one.of the earliest to depart stylistically from the traditional Catholic-
influenced architecture that characterized most Christian churches up uritil the mid-twentieth
century; and

Baptlst Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013 meets the ehg1b1]1ty reqmrements per
Section 1004 of the Planning Code and warrants consideration for Article 10 landmark
designation; and

9. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that the boundaries and the list of
exterior and intérior character-defining features, as identified in the Landmark Des1gnahon‘
Report should be considered for preservation under the proposed landmark designation as
they relate to the building’s historical s1gmﬁcance and retain historical integrity; and

10. WHEREAS, the Proppsed designation is consistent with the General Plan priority policies
pu.rsuant to Planning Code section 101.1 and furthers Priority Policy No. 7, which states that
historic buildings be preserved, for reasons set forth in the July 19, 2017 Case Repozt; and

11. WHEREAS, the Department has determined that landmark designation is exempt f from
“environmental review, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15308 (Class Elght Categorical); -
and :

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission" hereby . nuhates the
des1gnat10n of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013
as a Landmark pursuant to Article 10 of the Planmng Code.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Historic Preservation Commission at its
meeting on July 19, 2017. :

Actmg Comm1ssxon Secretary

AYES: Johnck, Johns, Pearlman, Wolfram
NAYS: ' None
ABSENT: Hasz, Hyland, Matsuda

ADOPTED:  -July19, 2017

SAN FRANGISCO 2
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SAN FRANCISCO
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

HEARING DATE: August 16, 2017 ;gig :d(]‘;s o
CASE NUMBERS: 2017-004024DES - 1399 McAllister Street San Francisco,
CA 94103-2479
TO: Historic Preservation Commission .
""" , Reception;

FROM: Desiree Smith 4155586378

Preservation Planner, 415-575-9093 Fax
REVIEWED BY: Tim Frye 415.558.6408

Historic Preservation Officer, 415-575-6822 Planting

1 lnm o

RE: Landmark Recommendation Resolnhon | 1 57“5?8'0, %377

On July 19, 2017, the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) adopted Resolution No.
883 to initiate Article 10 landmatrk de51gnat10n of 1399 McA]hster Stxeet known as Third
distinct steps of the landmark des1gna110n process which Tequire separate heanngs and
resolutions. '

Attached is a draft Resolution to recommend approval to the Board of Supervisors the
des1gna’aon of 1399 McAlhster Streetas a San Franmsco landmark under Arhde 10 of the

adoptmg this Resoluﬁon

ATTACHMENTS:

Draft Resolution

Draft Designation Ordinance

Draft Landmark Designation Report
July 19, 2017 Case Report '
Resolution 883

www.sfplanning.org
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SAN FRANCISCO
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

L d k D L om . t_ 1650 Mission St.
¢ : esigan on : Suite 400
l.andmark Designation s
ko X PaY 2 Y CA 94103-2479
Case Report ~
Receplion:
Hearing Date: ~ Tuly 19, 2017 H15.558.6378
Case No.; 2017-004024DES Fax:
Project Address: 1399 McAllister Street 415'553'5“9
Zoning: (RM-1) Residential-Mixed, Low Density Planning
BlockiLot: 0778/013 Information;
Property Owher: Third Baptist Church , 416.558.6377
. 1399 McAllister Street
San Framnsco, CA 94115

Staff Contact:  Desiree Smith — (415) 575-0093

desiree, snruth@sfgov org
Reviewed By:. Tm1 Frye (415) 575-6822

PROPERTY DESCRIPTIONS & SURROUNDING LAND BSE AND 'DEVELOPMENT

The Third Baptist Church Complex (APN 0778/013) is located at the southeast comer of Pierce and
McAllister Streets in the Western ‘Addition nﬂghborlmod of San Francisco. Third Baptist Church, founded
in 1852 as the First Colored Baphst Chu:rch of San Franmsco, was the first African Amenca:n Baphst
Francisco through the early 19403 The congtegatlon 5 current Chﬂ]‘Ch bulldmg the subject property —
was consiructed for the congregat\on beginning in 1952. It is located within an RM-1 (Residential- Mlxed
Low Density) zone and a 40-X bulk and height district.

The Third Baptist Church Complex consists of two buildings, including a main church building in which the
sanctuary is located, and an auxiliary building that houses administration offices, a gymnasium, educational,
 and assembly uses. The site also includes a proniinent, detached bell tower fronting McAllister Street and a
parking lot located at the northeast comer of the parcel. Third Baptist Church commissioned architect,
William F. Gunnison, to design the sanctuary and bell fower in 1952, The administration/gymnasium
building was built in 1956 as an addition, demgned by archltect Alfred W. ]ohnson. In 1959, an omamental
and clad in stucco. The attached drat Landmark Desxgnahon Report contains a detailed description of the

complex, including descriptions of intetior features, on page 3.

The subject property is located within the Alamo Square Landmark District, adopted in 1984 and significant
“as a continuum of distinguished residential architecture by distinguished architects spanning the period
from the 1870s to the 1920s.” The district contains primarily Victorian (pre-1900) and Edwardian (c. 1900-
1910) residential structures, with the Victorians including Italianates of the 1870s and early 1880s, San
Francisco Stick of the 1880s, and ormnate Queen Anne’s of the 1890s There are also a number of early 20t
century apartment buildings located on prominent corners; apartment buildings represented the only new
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construction in the area during the period from 1912 to 1934. Most structures are two or three stories in
height, although some of the apartment building’s go up to six stories in height. Alamo Square Park is one
block to the south of Third Baptist Church. Although Third Baptist Church is inicluded in the Landmark
District, it is only mentioned briefly a few times i n the document and its particular history isnot captured in
the district nomination,

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The case before the Histotic Preservation Commission is the consideration of the initiation of landmark
designation of _the Third Baptist Church Complex as a San Francisco landmark under Article 10 of the
Planning ‘Code, Séction 10041, and recommending that the Board of Supervisors approve of such
designation. '

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW STATUS

The Planning Department has determined that actions by regulatory agencies for protection of the
environment (specifically in this case, landmark designation) aré exempt from environmental review,
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15308 (Class Eight - Categorical).

GENERAL PLAN POLICIES

The Urban Design Element of the San Francisco General Plan contains the following relevant objectives
and policies:

OBJECTIVE 2: . Conservation of Re,'sop_roés that provide a sense of nature, continuity with the
past, and freedom from overcrowding.

POLICY 4 Prése'rve .nota_blé landmarks and areas of historic, architectural or aesthetic value;
and promote the preservation of other buildings and features that provide
‘continuity with past development.

the buildings. will be Ap];eserved for-the benefit of future generatlons, Landmark designation Wﬂl quun:e
that the Plannmg Depértment and the Hxstonc Preservation Commlssmn rev1ew proposed work that may

Standards for ‘the Treatment of Historic Propertles ail thelr review to ensure that only appropriate, compatlble
alterations are made.

SAN FRANCISCO PLANNING CODE SECTION 1011 - GENERAL PLAN CONSISTENCY AND IMPLEMENTATION

Planning Code Section 1011 ~ Eight Priority Policies establishes and requires review of permits’ for
consistency with said ‘policies. On balance, the proposed designation is consistent with the priority
policies in that:

a. The proposed designation will further Priority Policy No, 7, that landmarks and historic
buildings be preserved. Landmark designation of Third Baphst Church will help to preserve an
important historical resource that is significant for its associations with San Francisco’s African
American commumty and Tocal civil rights leader, Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr., as
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well as architecturally s1gmf1cant as an important representative example of ecclesiastical
architecture in San Francisco’s Western Additiori neighborhood.

BACKGROUND / PREVIOUS ACTIONS
Third Baptist Church was ddded to the Landmark Designation Work Program on August 16, 2016.

OTHER ACTIONS REQUIRED

If the Historic Preservation Commission decides to initiate designation of the subject property as an
Artidle 10 landmark at its July 17, 2017 hearing, the item will dgain be considered by the Cornmission at a
future hearing. During this subsequent hearing, the Commission will decide whether to forward the item
to the Board of Supervisors with a recommehdatlon supportive of desxgnahon. The nomination Would

APPLICABLE PRESER\ZATIQN stAn’nARps

ARTICLE 10

Section 1004 of the Planning Code authorizes the landmark designation of an individual structure or
other feature or an integrated group of structures and features on a single lot or site, having spedial
character or special historical, architectural or aesthetic interest or value, as a landmark, Section 1004.1
alsp outlines that landmark designation ‘may be initiated by the Board of Supervisors or the Historic
Preservahon Commission and the imtiahon sh:«i]l include ﬁndmgs in support, Secuon 1004 2 states that

and reconmendahon to the Board of 'Supemso,rs to apgrove, d;sapprove or modxfy the proposal.

Pursuant to Section 1004.3 of the Plannirig Code, if the Historic Preservation Commission approves the
* designation, a copy of the resolution-of approval is ransmiitted to the Board of Supervisors and without
referral to the Planning Comnussmn. The Board of Supervxsors shail hold a public hearing on the

In the case of the initiation of a historic district, the Hiétoric Preservation Commission shall refer its
recommendation to the Planmng Comrmssxon pursizant to Section 1004_2(c)' The Planmng Commission
consistency of the proposed demgnahon with the General Plan, Section 101.1 priority policies, the City’s
Regional Housing Needs Allocation, and the Sustainable Communities Strategy for the Bay Area. These
comments shall be sent to the Board of Supervisors in the form of a resohution.

Section 1004(b) requires that the designating ordinance approved by the Board of Supervisors shall
include the location and boundanes of the landmark site, a description of the characteristics of the

landmark which justify its designation, and a’ description of the particular features that should be
preserved.

Section 1004.4 states that if the Historic Preservation Commission disapproves the proposed designation,

such action shall be final, except upon the filing of a valid appeal to the Board of Supervisors within 30
days.
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ARTICLE 10 LANDMARK CRITERIA

The Historic Preservation Commission on February 4, 2009, by Resolution No. 001, adopted the National
Register Criteria as its methodology for reconmerldjng landmark designation of historic resouxces.
Under the National Register Criteria, the quality of significance in American history, architecture,
archaeology, engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites, buﬂdmgs, structures, and objects that
possess integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, materials, workmanslup, and association, and that
are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history;
or that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or that embody the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that repreSent the work of a master, or that
possess hlgh artlshc values or represent a s1gmﬁcant and dlshngulshable enﬁty whose components may

prehistory or history.

PUBLIC / NEIGHBORHOOD INPUT
The Departmen't is not aware of any bpposiﬁon to the Iandﬁtark desig,ilaﬁbn of 1399 McAllister Street.

PROPERTY OWNER INPUT"
The propexty owner is Third Baphst Church, whose leadershlp supports the property’ s designation as an

designation be prioritized in the Depariment’s Landmark Demgnah_on Work Program earlier this year.
Since that time, staff has carried out site visits and met with Reverend Brown and other church leaders to
discuss the landmark designation ‘process and important elemients that should be covered in the
designation report. ‘

STAFF ANALYSIS

The case report and analysis under review was prepared by Department preservation staff. The
Department has determined that the subject property meets the. reqmrements for Article 10 eligibility as
an individual landmark. The justification for -its inclusion is .exp]amed, in the attached Landmark
Designation Report. ' -

SIGNIFICANCE

under the gmdance of cml rights leader, Reverend Fredenck Douglas Haynes, Sr.; and as a rare and
notable example of post-war eccles1ast1ca1 archltecture in San Franasco s Western Addition
neighborhood.
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UNDERREPRESENTED LANDMARK TYPES

The proposed landmark designation addresses two previously ; 1dent1ﬁed underrepresented landmark

types: landmarks significant for cultural assodiations and landmatks associated with the Modern Age
(1935-1970).

Presbytenan Church & Commumty Center. and The Great Cloud of Wlinesses (1345 Ocean Ave) In
addition, the Bucalyptus trees at 1661 Octavia Street are landmark trees and “Structures of Ment” due to
their association with Mary Ellen Pleagant.

Less than 5% of Landmark buildings were constructed after 1930, resulting in few designated buildings
designed in a modern or vernacular style. Some examples of Landmarks rTepresenting modern or
vernacular styles include the Cowell House (171 San Marcos Avenue), V.C. Morzis Gift Shop (140 Maiden
Lang), Cathedral School for Boys, part of the Grace Cathedral Close Landmark designation (1051 Taylor

Street), Rincon Annex Post Office (101-199 Mission Street), and the Crown- Zellerback Building (1 Bush
Street/523 Market Street).

INTEGRITY
The Third Baptist Church Complex maintains a high level of physical integrity. See attached Landmark
Designation Report for further analysis. o

CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES A 4 ,
Exterior and interior character-defining features of the bell tower, church building, and
administrative/gymnasium building are identified in the attached Landmark Designation Report
beginning on page 22. '

BOUNDARIES OF THE LANDMARK SITE

The proposed landmark site encompasses Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013 - on which the subject property
islocated.

PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION

Based on the Departmient’s analysis, the Third Baptist Church Complex is individually eligible for Article
10 Landmark designation for its association with events that are s1gmﬁcant1y asspciated with San
Francisco’s social, ethnic, and civil rights history, as well .as a representatwe example of ecclesiastical
architecture in the Western Addition. The Department recommends that the Historic Preservation
Commission approve the proposed designation of 1399 McAllister as a San’ Francisco landmark.

The Historic Preservation Commission may recommend ' approval, disapproval, or approval with
modifications of the proposed initiation of the Third Baptist Church Complex as a San Francisco
landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code to the Board of Supervisors pursuant to Planning Code
Section 1004.1. If the Historic Preservation Commission approves thé initiation, a4 copy of the motion of
approval is transmitted to the Board of Supervisors, which holds a public hearing on the designation and
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may approve, modify or disapprove the designation (Section 1004.4). If the Historic Preservation
Comission disapproves the proposed designation, such action shall be final, except upon the filing of a
valid appeal to the Board of Supervisors within 30 days (Section 1004.5).

ATTACHMENTS

A. Draft Resolution initiating designation
B. Draft Landmark Designation Report
C. Draft Landmiark Ordinance

D. Letters.of Suppoit
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DRAFT | |
LANDMARK DESIGNATION REPORT

Third Baptist Church Complex
1399 McAllister Street

DRAFT Article 10 Landmark Designation Report submitted to the Historic Preservation Commission August 16, 2017

City and County of San Francisco Planning Department _Landmark No.
Edwin M. Lee, Mayor John Rahaim, Director X)O (
[Type text]
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Cover; Third Baptist Church, 2017.

The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) is a seven-member body that makes recommendations
to the Board of Supervisors regarding the designation of landmark bmldmgs and dJstncts The
regulations governing landmarks and landmark districts are found in Article 10 of the Planninig Code.

The HPC is staffed by the San Francisco Planning Department.

This Draft Landmark. Designation Report is subject to possible revision and amendment. during the initiation
and designation process. Only languuge contained within the Article 10 designation ordinance, adopted by the
San Francisco Board.of Supervzsors, should be regarded as final. -
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Third Baptist Church Complex
1399 McAllister Street

Church construction date: 1952
Architect: Wslllam F. Gunanison

Youth Center and Fellowship: Bunldmg construction date: 1956
Architect: Alfred W. Johtison

This Article 10 Landmark Designation Report provides documentation and assessment to demonstrate
the historical, cultural, or architectural significance for the purpose of local designation as a San
Franctsco Clty Landmark under Artzcle 10 of the Planmng Code This document may reference
natlonal historic registries, and or other comparable documéh{é For more mformatlon regardlng
supporting documentation and source material, please refefence the materials listed in the
bibliography. '

PROPERTY INFORMATION

Block and Lot: 0778/013

Owner: Third Baptist Chiirch

Original Use: Church

Current Use: Church ,
Zoning: RM-1 Residential-Mixed, Low Density -

BUILDING DESCRIPTION

The Third Baptist Church Complex is located at the southeast corner of Pierce and McAllister Streets in
the Alamo Square Landmark District, part of the larger Western Addition neighborhood in San
Francisco. The church complex is comprised of two bulldmgs, including a main church building in
which the sanctuary is located, and a youth center and fellowshlp building which houses 2 gymnasium,
assembly hall, classrooms, conference rooms, and admlmstratlve offices. The site also includes a
prominent, detached bell tower that fronts McAlllster Street as well as a parkmg lot 51ted at the

design the sancfuary and bell tower in 1952 The youth ténter and. fellowshlp bmldmg was de51gned by
architect, Alfred W. ]ohnson, and built in 1956.

Bell Tower

The site’s most prominent visual feature is the detached bell tower, which is visible from the nearby
Alamo Square Park and surrounding blocks. The east and west élevations of the bell tower each display
three raised vertical bands rising up to about two-thirds the height of the tower, while twelve
ornamental square voids adorn the remaining top third of the bell tower. The north and south elevations
each feature a wide, raised vertical band lightly scored with a square incision pattern. A vertical pattern
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of four square voids fills the top third of the tower on the north and south elevations, The lower half of
the north-elevation features a vertical ribbon of wood windows with divided lites. The béll tower is.
capped with an ornamental cross, added to the structure in 1959.

Church Building

The church building was designed by William F. Gunnison and erected in 1952. Built of frame
construchon, the structure is one story (double—he1ght) w1th mezzanine and partial basement. I is

The church’s primary fagade faces north and is clad in stucco, as are the east and west €levations. The
front entrance of the church is accessible. from a circular, concrete courtyard. A curved red bnck staircase
Ieads up to the courtyard, which is inlaid with terracotta tile placed to form the shape of a star covering

most-of thie courtyard. An octagonal baptismal font clad in Roman brick is sited at the center of the -
c:ouxtyard and of the star. Columns support a.curvilinear entablature overhead. Terracotta terrazzo

glass doors

The church’s fenestration consists of wood windows with divided lites, a number of dotible-hung wood
windows with horizontal muntins, arid a single, inset, wood-frame, cross-shaped window at the center
of the primary (north) facade. All Wmdows are filled with textured yellow glass. The -east and west
elevations also contairi wood windows with divided lites, which repeat in a vertically-oriented ‘pattern
resembling a ribbon, Ornamentation includes incised squares around the entrance of the sanctisary, and
raised vertical bands extending from the ground floor to the roof on the north and east elevations. Due
to a later addition to the rear of the church building, the south elevation is characterized by horizontal
painted wood siding. On the west elevation, towards the southwest corner of the addition, are two metal
sash slider windows filled with textured opaque glass.

The interior of the church consists of a vestibule/lobby, sanctuary, second-story mezzanine, and a partial
basement that houses offices. A wall and'secorid set of doors separate the lobby from the sanctgary. The.
mezzanine is Jocated overhead, sbove the vestibule at the north side of the building, The sanctuary,
whiich comprises the vast majority of the interior space, is a large, rectangular room containing rows of
" pews in the nave divided by a central aisle leading up to the altar to the south. Stained-wood
wainscotirig fins along all four interior walls, and the east and west interjor walls feature long, vertical
ribbons of ‘wood windows with .divided lites and textured yellow glass that illuminate the sanctuary
with warm, 'yellcmf light. While the church exterior demonstrates a modern architectural appfoach,. the
building’s interior displays a number of traditionial elements, including wooden trusses with shaped
brackets, brass hanging lamps, and wood paneled ceiling. The pulpit, altar, and choir loft are
constructed of wood and raised. and recessed into the south end of the church. The choir loft houises
church organs and a drum set, which according to Reverend Amos C. Brown, pay homage to both the
Western and African musical traditions that have influenced the Baptist faith.! Red fabric cuxtéins'adom
the south wall behind the choir loft with two identical decorative organ pipe systems flanking either side
of the curtains. Behind the curtains is a second baptxsmal which is regularly used by the congregation
unlike the baphsmal inthe exterior courtyard. On the ceiling above the choir loft are 18 recessed squares
that enhance the acoustics of the space while mimicking decorative elements of the extetior facades and
bell tower.

{ Amos C. Brown, Pastor Third Baptist Church, personal communication, June 8, 2017.

8/24/2017

648



Youth Center and Fellowship Building

Desxgned by architect, Alfred W. Johnson, and constructed in 1956 a$ an addition, the youth center and
fellowship building is a two-story with mezzanine rectangular structure with a flat roof. The north
facade is inset from the outer edges and reads as a mostly solid wall with the exception of a multilite,
wood sash, vertical ribbon window with textured yellow glass, located at the west end of the front
facade, The vertical ribbon window stands out as the primary decorative feature of the building. Directly
below the multi-lite window is a canopy covering a ground floor entrance to the building. Two
addmonal entrances, as well as two multi-lite, wood sash, honzontal ribbon windows with yellow

height gymnasxum comprises the second floor of the 1956 addition and featu.res s1mple trusses,
skylights, and hardwood floors. Administration offices fill the mezzanine.

Photos of the building can be found in Exhibit C.

CRITERIA FOR DESJGNATION

Criterion A, Events: Associated with events that have made a s1gmf1cant contribution to the broad
patterns of our tustory

Crztenon B Persons Assomated with the hves of persons s1gmf1cant m our past.

construcﬁon, or that represent a significant and dxstmgmshable entity whose components may lack
individual distinction.

PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE

1952-1971

The Period of ngmﬁcance for the Third Baptist Church Complex is 1952—1971 reflecting the year the

church was built under the leadership of Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, 5t. through the last
year he remained as pastor

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

pohucal advancement of African Americans in San Francisco under the guldance of c1v11 nghts leader,
Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr.; and as a rare and notable example of Mldcentury Modern
ecclesiastical architecture in Sant Francisco.

Founded in 1852 as the First Colored Baptist Church of San Francisco, Third Baptist Church (renamed
in 1855) was the first black Baptist congregation formed west of the Rocky Mountains and remained
the only black Baptist church in San Francisco until the early 1940s. Thiough its many community-
onented achvmes, Third Baphst Church has played an nnportant role in promotmg black commumty

Francisco.
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Longtime pastor of Third Baptist Church, Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes Sr., who served in that
capacity from 1932 to 1971, emerged as a highly influential leader in San Francisco's civil rights
movement. Haynes participated in the longshoreman strike of 1934, the struggle to end race-based
hiring restrictions at the Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Company, and was part of the Black
Ministerial Alliance, a group of black ministers who organized action against housing and job
discrimination in black communities. In'1945, he was the first African American to run for a position
on the San Francisco Board of Supervisors, running again in 1947 and 1951. Although he never held
office, he paved the way for Terry A. Francois to become the city’s first African American member of
the Board of Supervisors in 1964. In 1996, the subsequent. pastor of Third Baptist Church, Reverend
Dr. Amos C. Brown, became the city’s second African Ametican member of the Board of Supervisors.
During the tenure of Reverend Brown, the congregation’s legacy of social justice activism and
community leadership continues to the present day.

Third Baptist Church is among several black protestant churchés consfructed in San Francisco during
the postwar period. It is also one of the: first churches in the city that broke from the traditional
representations of ecclesiastical de51gn to produce a new, simplified architectural expression that was
thought to better articulate protestant beliefs through its simple and straightforward design approach.

Many of these de51gn elements are also charactenstlc of the Mldcentury Modem style, WhJ.Ch
The current church building located a!: McAllister and‘Plerce Street represents the congregahon 5 ﬂurd
church building, constructed By and for the congregahoh in 1952-1956. Its construction was part of a
larger trend, as the two other pioneer black churches in San Francisco - First AM.E. Zion and Bethel
AME. Church sumlarIy erected Mldcentury Modem chirrch bmldmgs in the Western Addltlon in
adoptmg modern aesthetxcs and de31gn features, as opposed to the more tradmonal features that had
characterized -earlier places of worship. 'Ihlrd Baptlst Church stands out as an excellent example of
protestant church architecture designed in the Midcentury Modern style that developed in San
Francisco during the postwar period, and retains a high degree of physical integrity.

INTEGRITY

The seven aspects of integrity used by the National Register of Historic Places, the California Register
of Historical *Resources, and Article 10 of the Planning Code are: location, design, materials,
workmanship, setting, feeling, and assoaatmn in relation to'the period of significance and criteria for
designation identified above. The property mamtams integrity in all seven aspects.

The Third Baptist Church Complex maintzins a high degree of integrity as it relates to the church’s -
historic significance as a beacon of black community leadership, and as an advocate for the sodial,
economic, and political advancemient of African’ Americans in San Francisco. The complex maintains
the same location and setting since its construction for the Third Baptist congregation in 1952-1956
under the guidance of Reverend Frederick Douglas Hayries, Sr. through the end of its period of
significance in 1971. The complex also maintains strong feeling and association with its historical
significance as it continues to be owned and .operated by Third Baptist Church. The congregation
remains the largest black Baptist congregation in Northém California and continues to carry on its
legacy of social activism. The interior spaces of both the church and the youth center and fellowship
building convey the complex’s historical use as a church, assembly space, and educational venue —
uses that continue to the present. ‘
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The Third Baptist Church Complex also maintains a high degree of physical integrity in the areas of
design, materials, and workmanship. Few alterations have been made to the buildings since their
construction. According to building permit records, the “double face church cross sign” that sits atop
the bell tower was added in 1959. Several in-kind repairs and a modest horizontal addition were made
to the rear of the sanctuary after it was damaged by a fire in 1961. Other minor.alterations include the
installation of handicap doors in 1987 and the sealing of two interior doors in the church assembly hall
in 1993. As the alterations were minor in scope, the buiildings retain significant integrity of design and
materials to convey both their architectural and historical significance.
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HISTORIC CONTEXTS

Early Church History

Founded in 1852 during the Gold Rush petiod, The First Colored Baptist Chuich of San Francisco
(later Third Baptist Church), was the first black Baptist congregation formed west of the Rocky
Mountains. Many African Americans had come to California during the Gold Rush period either as
free men and women from the Northeast or as slaves from the American South who arrived with their
owners and later purchased or petitioned local courts for their own freedom.? As described in the
Draft African American Historic Context Statement, black religious organizations began to form in San
Francisco during the mid-nineteenth century:

By the time African Americans first started arriving in California they had already built a
thriving religious tradition apart from mainline White Protestant Christianity. Two groups
that splintered off from the Methodist Church in the early nineteenth century were the
African Methodist Episcopal (AM.E) Bethel Church from Philadelphia and the AM.E. Zion
Church from New York. By the 1850s, black Baptists and Presbyterians had also founded
separate churches catering to African Americans in-San Francisco, At these churches, all of
which were located at the edges of Chinatown, African Americans could worship in their own
space and according to their own traditions. The churches also served as important
community gathering places, where news was exchanged, friendships.formed and remforced
and business discussed.?

After being forced to sit in the _balcony at the white-dominated First Baptist Church, a group of black
Baptists in 1852 convened at the private residence of William and Eliza Davis, located on Kearny
Street, and decided to form their own Baptist congregation — the First Colored Baptist Church. Among
its founders were Abraham Brown, Thomas Bundy, Thomas Davenport, Millie Denton, Henry Fields,
George Lewis, and Fielding Spots.? .

Locational History

In 1854, two years after it was founded, the First:Colored Baptist Church moved into its first church
building on Grant Street (formerly Dupont Street) betWeen Greenwich and Filbert Streets. The church,
which changed its name to Third Baptist Church in 1855 to “reflect its emergence as the third
communion of Baptists founded in the city and its desire to be an irclusive church without racial
designations,” moved to a building at Bush and Powell Streets in 1896.5 That building, however, was
destroyed during the 1906 earthquake and fire. In 1908, the congregation built a new church structure
at Hyde and Clay Streets in the Nob Hill neighborhood where it stayed for 44 years until the mid-
twentieth century when the congregation outgrew it. In 1952, Third Baptis_t_ Church relocated to the

2 State of Califomia Department of Parks and Recreation; Application for Registration of Historical L andmark for Third Baptist Church,

* 1642-44 Grant Avenus; Tim Kelley Consulting, The Alfred Williams Consultancy, VerPlanck Historic Resource Consulting, and the San
Francisco Planning Department, Draft African American Citywide Histaric Confext Statémerit (Unpublished Draft, 2015), 16-17,

3 Kelley, Williams, VerPlanck, San Francisco Planning Depariment, 33.

4 State of California Department of Parks and Recreation, Application for Regisiration of Historical Landmark for Third Baptist Church,
1642-44 Grant Avenue

$ Third Baptist Church, Thirdbaptist.org/tbc-yesterday, accessed April 4, 2017,
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Western Addition where many of the city’s African American residents lived —- a pattern that occurred
among many of the “older pioneer African American chirches” duririg this fime period.

Previous Sites of Third Baptist Church

Third Baptist Church was
founded in Augusl of 1852 in
the home of William dnd Eliza

Eliza Davis Davis on Kéarny Street.

1854-1866: The orijsiial site of Third Baptist Church was on Gront Street
{formerly Dupont. Street) betweun Greenwich and Filbert

Siteon B'né'h andPowli | 75T
Bireets '
1867-1868 . ~. 18691906 _1908-1952
Site on Jane and Natoma The property was destayed by fire Bitc on Hyde ond Clay Streets,
Shrects {noek Howard and in the 1906 earthuiake, A mew
Second Streets) thurch wis buili in 1008,

Previous sites of Third Baptist Church, excerpted from the book,; Third Baptist Church of San Francisco 150%

8 Kelley, Williams, VerPlanck, San Francisco Planning Depattment, 108,
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Ministerial History

The church had no permanent pastor from 1852 to 1856, during which time white supply ministers
presided over church services. "I’hird Bapﬁst hired its first black pastor, Reverend Charles Safdlell in
and the subsequent pastors of Third Baptlst Church are documented in the State of Céiszrﬁza
Application for Registration of Historical Landmark for 1642-44 Grant Avenue (the church’s original
location): - ' '

Reverend Charles Satchell was the first regular pastor and the first African American pastor.
He'had been commissioned by the Home Mission Board of the American Baptist Convention
to establish churches in the Midwest during the early 1850’s. Other pastors serving the chutch
during the first eight decades were: Thomas Howell, Arnold Medberry, John Francis, J.B.
Knight, O.C. Wheeler, John R. Young, George Duncan, J.H. Kelly, J.M. Riddle, Allen Newman,
J.A. Dennis, Elbert Moore, and James D. Wilson. The membership fluctuated between 13 and
2437

Satchell had started a tradition of social achwsm and -
commumty leadershlp at . Th1rd “Baptist, Chu.rch that
endured over: the ensuing decades. ,Thls tradition
expanded ‘even more so during the 40—year tenure of
Reverend Fredenck ‘Douglas Haynes, Sr., and eventually
under the. Ieadershrp of Reverend Amos C. Brown, Third
Baptist's ¢urrent pastor.? As described in the church’s 160
Anniversary Documentary, Third Baptist Church emerged in
the late nineteenth century as an “institution of survival
and ‘provided creative means of calling” forth pride in
achievement to disprove the assumption of Negro
inferiority,” Tt remained the only black Baptist church in
San. Francisco. through the 1940s, eventually blossoming
into the largest: black Baptist congregation in northern
California, responsxble for fostenng generations of black
community’ leaders and activists.10

Souvenir Program showing former location of
* Third Baptist Church at Hyde and Clay Streets
(Courtesy California Historical Soclety)

7 State of Calrfomla Dapariment of Parks and Recreation, Application for Registration of Historical Landmark for Third Baptist Church,
1642-44 Grant Avenus

8 |bid.; Third Baptist Church, “Third Baptist Church of San Francisco: 160% Anniversary Documentary,” 2012; Third Baptist Church, Third
Baptist Church of San Francisco 150% Anniversary Celebration, 1852-2002, San Francisco: CC InnerVisions, 2003,

9 Third Baptist Church, “Third Baptist Chirch of San Francisco: 160 Anniversary Documentary,” 2012.

10 For more mformaﬁon about the early hlstory of Third Baptlst Church, see the Application for Registration of Historical Landmark for Third
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Black Community Formation in the Western Addition

By the mid-twentieth century, Third Baptist’s congregation had grown to the point where its home at
Hyde and Clay Streeis could no. Ionger accommodate all who sought to worship there As a resuIt,
51gruﬁcant percentage of the c1ty’ 8 black populahon had lived since the years following the 1906
earthquake and fire. The nelghborhood's black population continued to increase during the 1920s and
1930s, making the Western Addition “the center, of Black life before World War IL"1t

The war years brought even more African Americans to the nelghborhood as tens of thousands of
Southern blacks relocated to San Francisco to work in the newly established wartime shipyards and
defense plants, and found few other housing .options in the city.? Following the er.i'a'ctment of
mcarcerhaAtxor.\vof. Iapanese and ]apanese Amencans from San Francisco’s Nihonmachi, -ox ”Japanese,
People’s Town,” located within the Western Addition, hundreds of properties were made vacant. This

restilted in the availability of housing options m the Westem Addition to the newly arrived African
Americans.

encouraged by real estate agents and racxst practlces and policies such as redhnmg and rac.lal
covenants enacted m the c1ty’s new resxdence parks all of which limited res1denhal ophons for

in the Western Addition are descnbed ;n,the Drift Afncun Ameru:an sttoru: Context Statement'

During the postwar period, real estate agents continued to funnel African Americans into the
neighborhoods where they already had a strong presence, especially the Western Addition.
By 1950, the Fillmore District’s 26 blocks, originally designed to accommodate 50-to-70- people
per. acre, wete reportedly housing upwards of 200 people per acre. By 1960, more, than one-
third of San Francisco’s African American population lived in the Western Addition,
comprising 46 percent of the neighborhood’s population, 4

The Western Addition during this period blossomed into the primary hub of black culture and
community in San Francisco, with churches playing an important role in this growing community.
Prior to the war, as described in the Draft African American Historic Context Statement, most African
Americans attended one of the three “pioneer” black churches in the city: First AM.E. Zion, Bethel
AM.E,, or Third Baptist Church, all of which originally operated in the Chinatown/Pacific Heights
area. First AM.E, Zion, howeéver, had moved to 1669 Geary Street in the Western Addition in 1912
after its building was destroyed in the 1906 earthuake and fire (the Geary Street location was later
demolished during the Redevelopment éra). New churches, such as El-Bethel Baptist Church
established in 1941 at 1320 Golden Gate Avenue, wete also formed to serve the Western Addition’s’
growing black corrimunity Ina strategic effort to locate nearer to its expanding membership base,

12 Kelley, Wlhams VerPIanck San Francusco Plannlng Department 79 Donna Graves and Page & Turnbull, Japantown Historic' Confext
Statement, San Francisco: Page & Tumbull, 2011, 44,

13 Graves and Page & Tumbull, 4245,

1 Kelley, Williams, VerPlanck, San Francisco Planning Department, 82.
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war.3 Third Baptist Church purchased the property at Pierce and McAllister Streets for its new
location, which at the time was home to the mansion of Captain Charles Goodall.

|
E
i

Above: Workers remove the turret on the observatory in the cupola of the former manslon of Captain
Charles Goodall at Pierce and McAllister Streets, which was demolished and replaced with Third Baptist
Church In 1952 (Courtesy San Francisco Public Library Photo Collection)

Left: Deacon of Third Baptist -Church, C.A.
Harris, speaks with news reporter .on the
roof of the former Charles Goodall Mansion
where Third Baptist Church now stands,
circa 1952, Newscopy from San Francisco
News-Call Bulletin describing the photo
reads: “C.A. Harris, Deacon of Third Baptist
Church, tells a news reporter of work by
members of his congregation in demolishing
ploneer mansion and their plans to use
much of the old timbers in the construction
of a new, modern -church on the site.”
(Courtesy of San Francisco Public Library
Photo Collection)

15 Jbid.
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Midcentury Modem Ecclesiastical Architecture in San Francisco

The Third Baptist Church Complex, located at McAllister and Pierce Streets, represents the
congregation’s thu'd house of worship, constructed by and for the congregahon begmnmg in1952. It
and its design aesthetic represented a departure from the traditional Cathohc—mﬂuenced architecture
that had characterized nearly all Christian church buildings up until the mid-twentieth century. In
addition, the Third Baptist Church Complex features design elements characteristic of the Mldcentury
Modern style.

Third Baptist Builds New Church in the Western Addition

In 1950 under the leadership of Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr.; Third Baptist Church
purchased the property at the northwest corner of Pierce and McAllister Streets, on which sat the
former mansion of Charles Goodall (built 1859) and devised plans to erect three buildings on the site
that- would comprise the church. Two of the three planned buildings — the main church bmldmg and a
- youth center and fellowship building — were- completed

BUILDING

Seated, Iort e rghe, ] H
dad L¥z Re stz

Left: Members of the Building Comnmission, circa 1952 (Courtesy California Historical Society)

Right: Members of the Bullding Commisston with Rev. Frederick D, Haynes Sr. (pictured bottom left) viewing
plans for the new Third Baptist Church building at’ McAllister and Pierce Streets, ¢irca 1952, (Courtesy Thlrd
Baptist Church)

.

The permit for the new church building was approved on May 2 26, 1952 and the building was
constructed by October of the same year. A 1952 article entitled, “Negro Baptists Migrate,”. offers an
account of the opening of the new building, which took place on October 21, 1952: '

It was a great moment for the sisters and brothers of “Third Baptist” when, fresh from
celebrating their centenary, they sang their last praises in the old church, and marched in a
phalanx to the new. Each of them wore a white card bearing their name and the sub they were
subscribing for the occasion. The cutting of the ribbon which formially operied the doors of the
new sanctuary was performed by Deborah Johnson, the youngest member of the church,
under the eye of Lee Robinson, chairman of the Building Commission.” Letters of
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congratulations came from the White House, from Governor Earl Warren, and from the
church leaders; and Mayor Elmer Robinson spoke at a meeting at which the platform included -
Judge Twain Michelson of the Superior Court of SF, and Cecil Poole, Negro Deputy District
Attorney for SF County. ¢ '

L . T

Above:-Members of Third Baptist Church with Rev. Frederick D. Haynes, Sr, during dedication
ceremony for the site of the new church, drca 1952, (Courtesy Third Baptist Church)

Above; Members of Third Baptist Church lay the cornerstone. for the new church building at 1359
McAllister Street, 1952, -
{Courtesy Third Baptist Church)
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The SF Bay Cities Baptist Union 34% Annual Report offers a description of the new church building:

In places to be seen from afar are such things as the cross atop the tower of the new Third
The sanctuary, now complete, is prolqably the largest Baptist sanctuary to be built in the area
in many generations. This impressive building is together with several others, a tribute not
only to the vision and sacrifice of the pastor and members, but also to the business efficiency .
and willing labors of the Bay Cities Baptist Union.”?? '

In 1956, a two-story with mezzanine building was constructed for use as youth classrooms, assembly
space, and a gymnasium. While there was a desire arid subsequent fundraising effort to build a

W (o Moot His ﬂa/éﬂgz
WITH THE LORD'S HELP ~

/, L
FIT NV ;,1/
/ %c’ -

Il

oA B
Lots Jnieh the Job S
in =
NINETEEN GLORIOUS DAYS
Beginning August 4th _ e slce o] T
m |’l-¢:: ;m:t:’lu hr{h'c:hl:
- — — . cortalnr n,;TM;;: balu'uinﬁtm
- T e Ty bt
Californfa Historical Saciety : ek

Left: Fundralsing brochure depicting proposed youth center in foréground (not constructed) alongside
existing church and auxiliary bullding (Courtesy California Historical Society)

Right: 112" Anniversary program brochure, 1964, showing the planned youth building that was not
constructed (Courtesy California Historical Society)

17.SF Bay Cifies Baptist Union 34% Annual Report, 28, date unknown, Frederick D. Héynes Sr. family papers, California Historical Soclety
inthe - ) T
18 Frederick D, Haynes Sr. family papers, Califomnia Historicat Society
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African American Protestant Architectural Expression in San Francisco

The congregation’s relocation to the Western.Addition in the years following World War I and the
new, simplified architectural expression of its church building represented a larger trend, as the city’s
two other “pioneer” black churches — First AM.E. Zion and Bethel AM.E. Church — commissioned
ardutect—desxgned church buildings in the neighiborheod during the same time period.

In addition, newly established protestant congregations that formed to serve the neighborhood’s.

growing African American population contnbuted to this trend by adoptxng modern aesthetics and
design features that naturally aligned with protestant ideals of “simplicity and straightforwardness,”
and which correspond fo their beliefs in an “immediate personal relationship of man to God.”® First
AM.E. Zion (2159 Golden Gate Ave.) shares similar characteristics with Third. Baphst Church, such as
its simple geometric elements, mcludmg a flat, inset primary-facade, prominent tower structure, bare
cross, and vertically-oriented pane] of. sohd—colored. square-shaped multi-lite wiridows. Bethel AM.E.
Chuch, the third of the p10neer churches, mdved into 1ts new church building-at 916 Laguna Street in

sunple yet strong geometric shapes and pattems, and solid and unadorned Walls

Above: A.M.E. Zion Church {Desiree Smith) Below: Bethel A.M.E. Church {Courtesy. foddpahtﬁes.arg)

~According to Albert Christ-Janer and Mary Mix Foley, authors of Moderi Chugch Architecture: A guide
to the form and spirit of 20 century religious buildings, early protestant congreg'ati'oris moved into former
Catholic church buildings during and after the Reformation. Catholic architectural traditions, as the
authors note, often “puton a display of the hierarchical: powet,”  resulting in what the authors describe
as a “tension between the principles and needs of a protestant congregation and the symbolic meaning
embodied in the architecture of a genuine Catholic church.”? While protestant- congregations often
stripped such church interiors of idols or symbohc ornamentation (like stained glass, tapestries,
statues, frescoes), elaborate exteriors (usually designed in the Baroque, Gothic, Renaissance, or
Romanesque style of architecture) remained? In the nineteenth century, everi when protestant
congregations constructed their own church bmldmgs, many were. reproducnons of earlier, Catholic-
influenced styles. It was not until the midtwentieth century when protestant churches began to
construct houses of worship that some wonld see as “an honest expression of their faith.”2 The ideal

19 Christ~Janer and Folye, Modem Church Architecture, 243
26 )bid,, 122,

2 jhid,

2 Ihid,, 125.
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protestant ardutectural expressmn, * according to Christ-Janer and Foley, is sunple in desxgn, avoids

might indude features such as clear, opaque, or single-color stained glass, bare crosses (as opposed fo
crucifixes), and sn_nple materials.

The g‘éor'netric émp'hasés of the vertical ribbon windows with divided Htes, decoraﬁve square voids

exterior and interior of Third Baptist Church and its au)ahary youth center and fellowship building ﬁt.

squarely Wwithin the category of protestant architectural expression” discussed here.
Third Baptist Chuirch: A Midcentury Modern Institutional Building

In addition, the Third, B_ap'ti.st Church Complex contains a number of the design elements that are
cl1araderisﬁé of the Midcenttury Modern style, as described in San Frarncisco Modern Architecturé and
Landscape Deszgn 1935-1970, a historic context statement adopted by the City of San Francisco in 2011."
As related in the historic context statement:

The number of new churches in San
Francisco increased 69% from 1935 to
1955, By 1955 there were 430 churches in
San Frandsco, New religious buildings
were primarily Christian churches and
many embraced the exuberant forms
characteristic of the Midcentury Modern
and Expressionist styles...

Midcentury Modern is a term used to
describe an expressive, often exuberant
style that emeiged in the decades

. following World War IL Influenced by
the International Style and the Second
Bay Tradition, ~Midcentury Modern
‘Was a casual, more organic and
expressive style, and was readily
apphed to a wide range of property
types. Custom-designed  houses,
residential  tract developments,
churches, and commercial buildings
inicorporated  Midcentury  Modem
design...

Mldcentury Modern is the most Above: Third Baptnst Church, March 21, 1953 News copy
common Modern style built in San  reads, "CHURCH OF THE WEEK--Third Baptist Church,

McAllister and Pierce-sts, has served "the Negro

Francisco fmm 1945-1965. The style population of San: Francisco for over 100 .yeéars,
incorporates an array of design celebrating their centennial last’ year. Rey. Frederick D.
. : Haynes began his ministry with this in 1932 when it was

f‘le‘?‘?‘f‘? ] mdud.mg cantilevered located at Hyde and Clay-sts. He reports marked Increase
Qver_hangs, projecting eaves, canted  in attendance since movirig into the modern new building

TP _ last December."(Courtesy San Francisco Public Library
windows, projecting boxes that en- o o ction)
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frame the upper stories, stucco siding, the use of bright or contrasting colors, spandrel glass,
laige eéxpanses of Wmdows, flat or shed roof forms, stacked brick veneer, asymmetrical
facades, and occasionally vertical wood siding. Designers of church buildings experimerited
with the new shapes, materials, dadding and colors associated with Midcentury Modern.
Historic references or revival influences are notably absent from the Midcentury Modern
style. The term Midcentury Modetn was generated by the public rather than scholars.2:

The Third Baptlst Church Complex dlsplays a number of features that are characterlsﬁcally
pnmary facades, use of stacked R.oman bnck veneer, strong right angles and simple cub;c forms,
courtyard entryway, integrated planters, térrazzo pavitg, and a projecting vertical element (the
ornamental cross on top of the tower).2 As further mentioned in San Francisco Modern Architecture and
Landscape. Design 1935-1970, institutional buildings (including churches) designed in the Midcentury
Modern style frequently incorporated extended rows of steel-sash ribbon windows and brick accents,
both of which are visible in the Third Baptist Church Complex. Other design elemerits common to
Modern architecture more broadly, and which can be seen in the complex, especially in' the 1956
addition, are corner windows and an emphasis on the horizontal %

The riew architectural approach of both buildings comprising the Third Baptist Church Complex
represent-a -dramatically different style than the congregation’s former Tudor-inspired 1908 church
building at 1269 Hyde Street. Third Baptist: Church, thus, stands out as a rare and notable example of
the new écclesiastical architecture that developed in San Francisco during the postwar period and as
an example of a Midcentury Modern institutional building.

William F. Gunnison, Architect

William F. Gunnison (1891-1977) designed the chiurch building and bell tower at 1399 McAllister
Street. Gunnison practiced architecture in’San Francisco from approximately 1922 to 1941, workixg
out of his firm located at the Mechanics’ Tnstitité Building. His work consisted mostly of single and
, mul’a—famﬂy fesidences and commetcial bulldmgs, among which was the Bharatiya Mandal Hall at
440 Ellis (extant), a coritributor to the Uptowr\ Tenderloin National Reglster Historic District %

Alfred W Iohnson, ArChztect

Alfred W ]ohnson demgned the 1956 youth and fellowship building that sits next to the 1952 church
buﬂdmg ]ohnson s work primarily focused on church, school, and government buildings. Born in
Mt. Shasta, California on May 26, 1908, }ohnson received his education at Cogswell Polytech College,
Heald's Engmeermg School, Beaux Arts Institute of Design, San Francisco Atelier, and the San
Francisco:. .School -of Business Admlmstra’aon Biographical listings in the 1956, 1962, and 1970
American Arc}utects Directory, as well as newspaper articles, reveal that Johnson was a member of the
AIA Northern California Chapter and worked at numerous prominent Central California architecture

firms for. twenty years before opening an architectural firm under his own name. His San Franmsco
office was located at 165 Jessie Street, although he maintained a residence in San Mateo. The Guild of

America awarded Johnson a Third Prize Award for his work on Burlingame Presbyterian Church in

23 Mary Brown, San Francisco Modem Architecture and Landscape Deslgn, 1935-1970, 71, 189
21hid,, 189-190,194. -

2 1bid,, 96, 106,

% Archltecl Biography, on filé at San Francisco Planning Department M:chael Corbett, National Register of Historic Plates Registration
form for the Uptown Tenderioin Historic District, 2007,

t
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the categoiy of “Additions and Alterations for Church Architecture,”? According to a 1951 program-

for the 5% Annual Art Festival produced by the San Francisco Art Commission, Johnson exhibited
photographs, drawings, and models of his work at the event.

Johnson’s known works in San Francisco include: the Crespi Home School, Temple Methodist Church,
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church addition, a funeral chapel of N. Gray & Co. at 19% Avenue and
Sergeant Street, and an office building addition to 550 California Street. His prominent works in other
California cities include: Guy F. Atkinson Co. Headquarters in South San Francisco; the Periinsula
YMCA, San Mateo Union High School Administration Building, and the City of San Mateo Police
Department Building in San Matéo; First Presbyterian Church and Burlingame Presbyterian Church in
Burlingame; Edna McGuire Elementary School in Mill Valley; Mt. View Presbyterian Church in
Mountain. ‘View; Fremont Presbyterian Church in Sacramento; Hall of ]usﬁce and Records in Redwood
City; Pacific Union College Church Complex in Angwin, CA.2

Dedicated to an{ and Yoith

Dedication of Youth Center
Fellows'hip Building

May 20-June 9, 1957

" Left: Souvenir
Program
celebrating
dedication of
Youth Center and
Fellowship
Building designed
by Alfred W.
Johnson
(Courtesy

Thiied Baptint Chueeh-

1299 BCALLISTER STREET — SAN FRANCISCO, CABIS@RN istoricat Sac California
’ © Historical Society)

Y] o 3 D. HAYNES DD Fimr
tetync, £ 0o /R 7 e b4

27 AIA 1962 Directory
28 san Francisco Arts Commission, 5% Annual Art: Festival Program, 1951; AIA 1956 Directory; AIA 1970 Directory.

2 AlA 1956 Directory; AlA 1970 directory; Oulsidelands website, "Grace Evangehcal Lutheran Church, accessed July 7, 2017; Sunnyvale

Presbyteiian Church website, “Our History,” accessed July 7, 2017.
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Rev. Frederick Douglas ‘Haynes, Sr:A Religious, Community, and Civil Rights Leader

grew up with lus mster in Pennsylvama He moved to Los Angeles in the early 1920s to attend Biola
" Institute, a Baptist Bible College, and following graduaﬁon worked as an assistant pastor in Los
Angeles where he also organized the first junior chiwrch in California. After being ordained in 1928, he
relocated to Fresno, California to serve as the pastor for Second Baptist Church. In 1932, Haynes
accepted an invitation to become pastor of Third Baptist Church in San Francisco.

Rev. Haynes served as the pastor -of Third Baptist Church from 1932 to 1971 during which
membership grew from 150 to 3,000. individuals, While much of that growth coincided with an overall
spike in the city’s African American population during World War II, Rev. Haynes leadership was a
critical factor in that success. During his nearly 40-year tenure as pastor, Haynes emerged as an
mportant leader in fhe black commumty and as an inﬂuenhal ﬁgure in local civil nghts efforts. He

Haynes' wife, Charlie Mae (Crawford) Haynes, was -
a talented singer, devoted church worker, and a

community leader in her own ri_ght.-She was a long- A
time emiployee of the San Francisco Department of
Social Services; was involved in church leadership as
Youth Director, Youth Choir Director, and
Counselor; and was a member of the NAACP and
the San Francisco Opera Guild. In 1972 she bécame

representat;ve of the San Francxsco School Board,®

Like other black church ministers iri San Francisco '
during the firsthalf of the twentieth century, Rev.
Haynes was formally educated and had already
launched his career in ministry prior to joining Third .
Baptist Church.3 While Haynes had proven himself
as a leader:in Los Angeles and Fresno early in his
career, he made his most lasting contributions =~ -
during the time he spent at Third Bapnst Church.
Described in an obituary as “one of the nation’s '
foremost church ﬁgures, Haynes was widely : o
known and admired for his spiritual and " Above: Church program depicting Rev. Frederick D.

community leadership. : -Haynes, Sr. and Charlie Mae Haynes (Courtesy
Californla Historical Saociety)

% Biography foi Charlié Mae (Crawford) Haynes, Frederick D. Haynes family papers, Califoria Historical Society
31 Broussard, 55.
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Above: Campalgn flyers for Charlle Mae Haynes, candidate for San Francisco Board of Education in 1972

(Couttesy Californig Historical Society)

MRS (‘DRE"I TA l\l\'(; cenrer, widow?
‘rights feader, Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr., w
I\I'Cd this \»cck to mdm'sc hcr choiu uof candid

\u(h h)ﬁl L.mdcddm Am' Vm.an Ilullmm, ‘ca

for Superiur Const Judge and Mes. Churtie Mae, ln\-n :

i 5.8, Board of Educaiion.

Left: Coretta Scott King with Haynes, whom she endorsed for S.F. Board of Education in 1972 (Courtesy

California Historical Soclety)

Right: Sun Reporter article published November 11, 1972 announcing Charlie Mae Haynes Board of
Education campaign victory (Courtesy California Historical Society)
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Religious Leadership

First and foremost, Rev. Haynes was a tireless leader of his g
mxmstry The church congregahon and 1ts budget grew

who oversaw the relocatxon of ’I'I:urd Baphst Church to’ 1ts
current edifice at McAllister.and Pierce Streets. As evidenced
by the numerous-social programs and activities offered at the
church, Haynes promoted self-suffidency and - youth
development among church members, and dozens of outreach |
ministries offered opportunities for parishioners to deepen |
their spirltual enrichﬁlent and develop leadership skﬂls Thé

rehglous pubhcatxon, Fortnight, .d,escnb.es the transformatxo_n of |

Third Baptist from a struggling 1o a thriving congregation:

Hospitals, fﬁf;raf;e homés, and public platforms in the .

city know this well-groomed, almost dapper figure

who moves from appointment to appointment with |

unhurried precision; but the date he keeps most gladly

is on Sundays when he faces a flock which has grown

remarkably since twenty years ago when he came to '

the Third Baptist Church as a young man..

He was invited by unanimous vote to the pastorate of
historic Third Baphst Church in 1932...Most of -the
members were then' unemployed, and often the

Sunday offering -did not exceed thirty dollars. There '

were times when there was nmo money for’ the

minister’s saldry: Undaunted the lithe, zealous |
preacher,..put heart into hlS people, and re-vitalized -

the church.s?

A passage in a tfibute to Rev. Haynes published after his death
testifies to the impact he had on the personal and professional

lives of individual church members.

Most Black professionals in the 1940s and ’503 drew
upon the humén resourcés of Rev, Haynes and
received great assistance in.the development of their
professional careérs, through the group commitments

of Third Baptist Church.2

32*Religion: Negro Bapfists Migrate,” Forfnight, January 18, 1953,

Top: Photograph of Rev. Haynes
published In church anniversary
program (Courtesy Californla Historical
Society).

Bottom: Article published in the Sun
Reporter announcing Haynes election as
president of the California State Baptist
Convention {Courtesy California
Historical Society)

3 *Editorials: A Tribute to Rev. F.D. Haynes,” date unknown, Frederick D. Haynes, Sr. family papers, Califomia Historical Soclety

8/24/2017

666




Haynes’ inﬂue‘nce extended far beyond Third Baptist Church however, as he held some of the

Conventmn of 1958 Haynes welcomed and hosted over 25,000 members of the Baptist faith fo San
Francisco. He held riumerous leadership positions over the years including: scholarship committee
chair for the National Baptist Convention beginning in 1954, president of the California State Baptist
Conventlon f_rom 1960 to 1969, pre51dent of the SF. Baphst Mlmsters Umon, and membershxp in the

muusters in the Bay Area (and in the U.S. more genera]ly), assumed the role of commumty leader

within broader civic and pohhcal arenas, expanding their sphere of influence across race and class
lines:

‘Black ministers like J.J. Byers and EJ. Magruder .of the First AM.E. Zion Church and E.D.
Haynes of the Third Baptist Church commanded a strong following among middle-class
blacks and were revered by white city officials as well. Byers, Magruder, and Haynes were
major figures in local civil rights activities, and ‘blacks throughout the Bay Area respected
their status and leadership. Black ministers occasionally served on local interracial committees
and were designated by white officials as liaisons between the city government and the black
commumty35

Haynes’ participation in a number of iriterracial organizations such as the Prince Hall Masonic Lodge,
the Urban League, and the NAACP further solidified his standing both within and outside of the
black Commmﬁty.-'ﬁe'wesv,appointed to several civic'bodies including the Mayor's Committee for
Civic Unity, which advocated for equity in housing and employment, and the San Francisco Library
Commission. Moreovez, iiany white politicians looked to Haynes as a liaison to the black community
and critical figure in Winning the suppoit of black Yoters* During his 1967 reelection campaign,
former San Francisco Mayor John Shelley wrote to Haynes requesting his support, endorsement, arid
consul during thie campaign: “It is a matter of considerable pe:rsonal importance to me to be able to
Iobbied for Haynes endorsement dunng his 1968 run for premdent. “ After the election, if T am elected
as President, I will need your advice and support and prayers. May I count on you?”

3 “Rev, Haynes — A Man For All People," The Sun Reporter, March, 6, 1974

% Broussard, 63

3 Ibid, 66. _ )

57 Letter from John Shefley to Haynes, Sr., March 6, 1967, Frederick D. Hayries, Sr. family papers, California Historical Society.

% | etter from Hubeit Huinphrey fo Haynes, Sr., October 31, 1868, Frederick D. Haynes, Sr. family papers, California Historical Society,
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Baplist there wete only &

would a ways find Hev Havnes in the CENTEH of commumty, cwu:, pu-

.- litical and religious

Above: Newspaper clippings from a Sun Reporter atticle published after. Haynes death in 1971. Haynes was an
influential political leader and collaborated closely with other civit rights activists such as Martin Luther King Jr.
and Dr, Carlton B. Goodlett (Courtesy California Historical Soclety)
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As one of the few black civil rights leaders who had settled in the city prior to World War I, Haynes
and hts peers, including Robert B. Flippin, director of the Booker T. Washington Community Center,
and Dr Carlton B. Goodlett, a promment physman, newspaper pubhsher, and c1v11 rights leader,
I[ era,” w_'hen ‘San Francisco experienced a mgmﬁcant increase in 1_ts black population.® T!us ehte
cohort of black leaders, of which Haynes was a part, “assume[ed] commanding leadership. roles in
pushing for full equality and greater opportunity for black San Franciscans.”# Haynes' resume of civil
rights activities spanned decades and causes.

went on strike in protest of unequal opportunity; he played a key role in the Pacific Telephone

Company’s decision to end its discriminatory hiring practices; he advocated for _passage of a Fair

Employment Practice ordinance through his work on the San Francisco Citizens Committee; and he
frequently spoke alongside other high profile civil rights leaders such as the president of the local
NAACP chapter, the chairman of the United San Francisco Freedom Movement, and other religious
leaders. 4 In the 1960s, Third Baptist Church had a Civic and Social Actions Committee and organized
a Wéekly '”Race Relations Sunday” event.2

One of Haynes top civil rights priorities was educational equlty Under Haynes' direction, Third
Baptist Chugch confributed financial support to the Student Movement Fund, a youth-oriented
organization aimied at fighting segregation, and also to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s effort to support,
as described in a letter from Haynes to King, “the activities of our youth, particularly, the students
that ate flghtmg for equal rights.”# In the spring of 1960, Rev. Haynes invited civil rights leaders, Dr
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Dr. Ralph Abernathy, to a c1tyw1de mass meeting on the topic of mmonty
youth in the San Francisco public education system. The following is an excerpt from Hayneés’ xmhal
letter-to the two, dated June 27, 1960:

Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett, Physician and Publisher of our leading Negro newspaper, is the
moving figure in our community to bring about aroused and interested citizenry in support of
combating a hideous and sinister movement witkiin the framework of our school system. This
insidious ‘pattern is unlike that found in the Southern areas of America; there, pro-
segregationists are bold in proclaiming their undemocratic ideals. 'Ihexefore, the 5.0.5. (Study
our Schools) Committee would be extremely honored tohaye your service at a city-wide Mass

‘Meeting, to be held on or about, May the 17%, the Anmversary of the historic Supreme. Court
edict of 1954.4

A subsequent letter to Dr. Abernathy dated March 15, 1960 further explains the purpose of the event:

The objective of this mass gathering is c;f a two-folg nature. First of all, to review the historic
decision of the Supreme Court and secondly, to raise funds for the purpose of exploring oux

3 Broyssard, 74.

% bid., 183.

#1 Virginia Smith, “Over 4000 People Gather to Mourn Refiglous Leader,” The Peninsula Bulletin Weekly, March 6, 1971; "SF. Negro Rally
Today at Gity Hall,* date and source unknown, Frederick D. Haynes, Sr. family papers, California Historical Soclety.

42 Third Baptist Church documents, Frederick D. Haynes, Sr. family papers, California Historical Sociefy.

43 Lefter to Dr, AL Davis, Jr. from Rev. Frederick D. Haynes, June 27, 1960; Letter to MLK Jr, from Rev. Frederick D. Haynes, June 27

1960, Frederick D, Haynes, Sr. family papers, Califomia Historical Society.
44 [bid,
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local school system; with the object in mind to expose any vicious or sinister method being

used against the minorities. '
Haynes also endeavored to build the economic capacity and alleviate poverty among black San
Franciscans, It was during Haynes’ tenure when Third Baptist Credit Union was formed (which later
merged with American Baptist Credit Union) and when a major affordable housing project in, the
Western Addition was spearheaded in order to provide low-cost housing to the city’s growing black
population during and following World War I While the housing-development was not completed
until 1972 — a year after his passing — it was named the Frederick Douglas Haynes Gardens in his
honor.

Duxing'the Haynes era, Third Baptist Church began its Jong tradition of serving as a platform for
those who spoke or performed at Third Baptist Church duiing the Haynes era were: civil rights
leader, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.; W.E.B. Du Bois, who along with his wife, Charlie Mae Haynes,
chose Third Baptist Church as the venue for their West Coast Jectures as well as for Dr. Du Bois’ 90t
birthday celebration; musician, actor, and civil rights ‘activist, Paul Robeson; and world-famouis
entertainer, activist, and French Resistance agent, Josephine Baker. ‘

Newell Johnson et

MAHALIA
JACKSON

and - .
RUTH DANIEL
Wit fw, 100-Vokoo Choir of

' Thixd Baptist Chirch
Right: A 1958 Third Baptist Church special Under direction of Jours Harwion
event program featuring Mahalla Jackson, SAN FRANCISCO OPERA HOUSE

known as the “Queen of Gospel.” Gospel music
has continuously been an Integral component
of Third Baptist Church’s spiritual and
educational services. (Cotirtesy Third Baptist
Church) .
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TUESDAY. DECEMBER 2, 1955 - 830 P. M,
Benefit NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION

45 L etter fo Dr. Abemathy from Frederick D. Haynes, March 15, 1960, Frederick D, Haynes, St. family papers, Californta Historical Society.




Above: W.E.B, Du Bols, founder of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
addresses the members of Third Baptist Church in 1958 (Courtesy African American Historical arid Cultural

Society)

THIRD BAI’I‘ISI‘ CHURCH ’
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Tieat Editor of the
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135 McAikszer Strvet
San Framtus
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it
WILLIAM DUNCAN ALLEN

FRIDAY, JULY 26, 1957

n8pm 1 I hanarieg thie grost e, we hunoe canelves and éng (usmmaty.

Above; Third Baptist Church special-event programs (Courtesy Third Baptist Church)
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Haynes Runs for District Supervisor

In 1945, Haynes became the first. Afncan American to run for the San Franmsco Board of Superv1sors,
running again in 1947 and 1951. Although he was unsuccessful in'securing a seat on the Board, his

" campaigns elevated the causes he cared so.deeply abotit, A campalgn flyer reads: “I have pledged
myself to fight to my dying day to wipe out discrimination agamst Inmo.lflty races in the economical,
political, and social life of our city, state, and nation.”s As a candldate, Haynes defended labor unions
and called for-an end to discrimination in employment-and housmg, raaally restrictive covenants, and

segregation in pubhc spaces. and places of business. . . =

mup ) Of
S_ponSDrS.

Above: An SF Reporter artu:le pubhshed September 20, 1947 showing Rev. Haynes as he files for the office of City Supervisor
(Courtesy Callfomla Historical Society)

In 1951, Haynes received the-endorsement of key civil rights, labor, and left-leaning organizations: the
San Francisco Ministérial Alliance, the Union Labor Party — AFL, the San Francisco CIO Council, and
the Fillmore Democratic Club. The following passage comes from statement written by Dr. Haynes
announcing his candidacy for Supervisor, published by the Sun Reporter.on September 1, 1951:

Once again we have come to the task of selecting a mayor and members of the Board of
Supervisors of our city. During these perilous times it is important that every citizen gives
serious consideration to the elechon of men of mtegnty, honesty and intelligence, to pubhc
Amencans, Japanese and Chmese-Amencans, anc_l Negroe_s, isa sxgmﬁcant and 1mportant
undertaking. Minority people should have representatives in every election campaign. During
the campaign of 1945 and 1947 it was my good fortune and honor to have been selected as the

4 Campaign flyer for Frederick D. Haynes' run for Supervisor, Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr ~tamlly papers, Califoria Historical Society.
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candidate of the Negro community for the Board of Supervisors. I am happy to say that I not
only received the support of the majority of my own group, bt also the support of thousands

of other citizens in dur city...

JOIN THE FIGHT TO
ELECT HAYNES

SUPERVISOR

For:
1. An End 1o Jim-Crow in dur
City

7. Jobs for ALL Wiyt
Bizerienintion

3, Epi Rert Control and Lesw
Coul Heixing

4, Bepoal af Sades Tas,

% Decent Tespmpsriadion

6. Dolerus of Lubne Unlons

“Bemocrabic Govarnmsel
_ For ALL the Penple”

Far SUPERVISOR

£ HAYNES 10\‘

g

Al

S hame and Bisgsace
it Saqn Feqncisco?

IT'S
W Raially Restrictive Covenants! Discriminatt in Housingl
W Segregation and Discrimination Against the Negro People and Other

Minorifies in Holels, Restaurants and Other Public Placest

¥ Bolice Brutality and Atfacks Upon the Negro People and Other
Minorities!

"W Distrimination in Emplo ! Moss Layoffs and Firing of Negro °
Workers and an Drgumzed Attempt by the Employers to Drive
Them From the Cityl

D A N SR

F.D. HAYNES S4%5...

mumanncmwm “f Have Pledged
FHNCNSR CRTICR XD CTVS BN Myself to Fight to

CANDIDATE = SUPERVISOR | VY250

Discrimination

—_— - B Against Minarify
- * Eadommed 3¢  Races in the Eco-
v o T E Sen Fronciseo Mxterlal Alllones nomical, Political
Vilon Lzbar Peaty— AF.L. ¥ and Social Life of
NOV. 4‘“! 3 Frandiaca ©1.0. Conacil F— Our City, Stats, .
- Pitmars Democric Gl ' and Nation."”
[ " Califamiy Hictnrteal &-clutee

Above: Haynes Supervisorial Campaign flyer (Courtesy Califoraia Historical Society)

As Broussard notes, the fact that Héynes received 36,000 votes in 1951 “was impressive for a black
candidate in the early 1950s,” and evidence that “some whites also voted for Haynes.”# While he lost
the election, Flaynes' campaigns spurréd the emergence of the black community as a political force to
be reckoned with in San Francisco, From that point on, white politicians in the city sought support

from black voters and African Americans were increasirigly appointed to positions on civic boards

and commissions.

4 Broussard, 238.

812472017

Cap

673



Urban Renewal and Communify Responses in the Western Addition

From 1948 to 1970, several neighborhoods in San Francisco, including the Western Addition, were
radically transformed during a series of urban renewal projects. As described. in San Francisco Modern
Arc};itecture and Landscape Design 1935-1970:

‘Urban renewal changed the face of entire neighborhoods in San. Francisco and nationwide
from the 1950s to the early 1970s. In the postwai years, central-city areas weré often seen'as
the booming suburbs Older urban res1dentla1 nelghborhoods were Vlewed as bhghted slums.
A Works Progress Administration survey in 1939 found that over half of the properties in the
Western Addition and South of Market area were substandard. San Francisco’s first master
plan, in 1946, identified four areas of blight: the Western Addition, South of Market, the
Mission District, and Chinatown. Around this time the federal government began to subsidize
redevelopment of urban areas. Title I 6f the Housing Act of 1949 facilitated redevelopment by
giving local public agencies the power to acqun'e land through eminerit domairi and to clear,
prepare and coordinate new development on.the assembled parcels of land. The federal
government paid for two-thirds of the costs needed to .acquire and clear the land. “Slum
clearance” was to be a major aspect; the initial legislation reqmred urban renewal projects to
destroy one unit of housing for each new one built,

The task of coordinating urban renewal fell to newly created local redevelopment agencies.
The San Francisco Redevelopment Agency (SFRA) undertook eight redevelopment projects
from 1948 through 1970, with the five most substantial being Western Addition A-1 and A-2,
Diamond Heights, Golden Gateway, and Yerba Buena Center...

Criticism of urban renewal grew nationwide during the 1960s. Redevelopment prbjects were
time-consuming and expensive and displaced thousands of residents and businesses from
areas that were not necessarily “bliglited.” Some referred to urban rénewal as “Negro
removal.” Studies found that many displaced residents were paying considerably more for
only marginally better housing and were devastated by -the loss of their familiar

neighborhoods and connections to friends, family, and neighborhood groups. Many. of the

housing units destroyed, while perhaps substandard, were not replaced ‘with equally
affordable housing. About 650,000 houtsing units were destroyed nationwide, but only about
250,000 replacement units were built on the same site. In San Francisco 6,000 housing units
were destroyed in redevelopment areas by 1969, with less than 1,000 units built to replace
them. Much of the demolished building stock consisted of residential buildings constructed
durmg the thonan—era About one-fourth of the farmlles dxsplaced ﬁ'om the Western

Weste_m Addition A-2 bulldozers ]ust a few years later o

The Western Addition Community Organization (WACO) and Tenarts and Owners in
Opposition to Redevelopment (TOOKR) formed to demand adequate replacement housing as
part of the Western Addition A-2 and Yerba Buena Center projects, respectively.

Third Baptist Church fell jﬁst outside the boundary of Project Area A-2, which was a “60-block, 277-
acre swath of the Western Addition,” shown in the map below.4

+ Kelley, Wiliams, VerPlanck, San Francisco Planning Depariment, 125,

8/24/2017

674

32



f
:

£

utvia AT

03¢

N

RN

Bide TTR 5

KhoREAds D

RIS (3]

Map showing Redevelopment‘ Proje& Areas A-1 and A-2 Source: San Frantisco Redevelopment Agency

The Board of Supervisors approved the redevelopment project A-2 on October 15, 1964, but plans did
not move forward until 1966 “in part because the fedéral governtnent withheld HUD funds following
the passage of Proposition 14” and in part due to “lawsuits filed by WACO [that] further delayed
construction.”# While Third Baptist: Church was not: phy51cally impacted by the project, many of its
members, and many of the dty’s Afrman Ammerican residents. more broadly, were at risk of
displacement. By 1969, a coalition comprised of community organizations — known as the Project Area
Committee (PAC) — was formed fo serve as an official representative of the Western Addition
ne1ghborhood in deahngs thh the Redevelopment Agency The Baphst Mlmsters Umon, of which
ne1ghborhood resxdents A 1969 arhcle pubhshed by. the Sun Reporter enhtled “AD Housing: Western
Addition Power and Unity,” documents a meeting between PAC and the Redevelopment Agency:

In a beautiful and powerful diép'lay of unity, various groups and residents of the Western
Addition appeared together before the Redevelopment Ageficy Tuesday to present a progtam
for housing construction in the Western Addition, The riew group, representing 45 '
organizations, is called the Project Area Committee and was formed during the last week in
consultahon with Percy Steele of the Urban League and many other community leaders.

Dr. Wesley Johnson, PAC spokesman, commented to the Agency: "You're always asking us,
'What do you people want? Well; now we're going to tell you what we want." Johnson, Rev.
Hannibal Williams of WACO, Rid Ridley of the EOC and Ulysses Montgomery then
explained PAC's position. Willianis made it pointedly clear that WACO, the organization
responsible for the U.S, District Court injunction halting forced relocation in the Western

48 Mary Brown, San Francisco Modern Architecture and Landscape Design, 1935-1970.
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Addition, favored housing construction and was willing to work with the Redévelopment
Agency in this endeavor. '

PAC spokesmen proposed that the agency grant official recognition to the new organization
as the representative of the total Wesfern Addition community 'I!he 11-p'oint prdgram

.......

any other agencies, for approval; Complehon of a survey of the Western A@drt;oxr prior to
dete‘rmining urban renewal plans for the A2 area; And continuation of present agency
programs for rehabxhtatron by non—proﬁt commumty groups of bulldmgs owned by the
agency...

The multitude of community support for PAC includes the Japanese Nihon Machi

. Development Corporation, the Baptist Ministers Union, the John Hale Medical Society, the

' EOC, the Buchanan YMCA and the Midtown Park Committee for an Integrated Comimunity.%

Compared to the earher A-1 redevelopment pro;ect that took place in a comparatively smaller portion
of the Western Addition known as Japanitown, the A-2 redevelopment project included more Iow-cost
housing as a direct result of the demands made by groups like PAC and the International Longshore
and Warehouse Union (ILWU). In addition, the ILWU developed an alternative project plan that
called for a phased approach so that “there would bé no mass exodus from existing’ housing” and
assisted black organizations to create co-op apartment complexes in the neighborhood. As stated in

the Draft African American Historic Context Statement:

Estimates of the number of people displaced from A-2 were as high as 13,500, with 60 percent
forced to move out of the Western Addition and 15 percent away from San Francisco
altogether. Though some Africari Americans eventually returned, especially once the low and
moderate-income developments were comipleted in the early 1970s, redevelopment.
permanently removed a large stock of affordable housing, replacing it with fewerthan 300
units of subsidized housing. By 1971, the Family Seivice Agency of San Fraricisco
recommended that the agency cease any further demoliﬁon activity or relocatiofis from A-2
because of a worsening citywide housing crisis.t

8 Kelley, Wihams VerPlanck San Francisco Planning Department 127,
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A Lasting Legacy

As the pastor of Third Baptlst Church for nearly 40 years, Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr.
oversaw a dramatic growth in the church’s membership and budget, forged the creation of numerous
community programs and services, and spearheaded the construction of its new church - one of the
earliest properties built by and for African Americans in San Francisco. Upon his passing in 1971,

Haynes’ significant contributions as a rehglous and community leader were highly celebrated. The -

following passage, published in a tribute to the late pastor, apﬂy describes the religious leader’s

emphasis on social justice:

Under Rev. Haynes' driving dedication to social justice, Third Baptist Church developed into
a bastion of strength, a refuge and a forum for courageous men and women hounded and
punished by the Establishment for their vigorous exermse of dissent and independence.

Haynes’ accomplishments also speak to the tireless work
of those with whom he collaborated, namely, the members

of his congregation and "fellow community activists

engaged in local and national civil rights struggles. As
noted by Broussard, whil¢ “the persistent and determined
struggle had not’ achieved racial equality for black San
Franciscans ot black westerners by the mid-1960s"
significant ground had been made in many cases and
African Americans commanded more political power than
any prior time period.52

Upon Rev. Haynes passing in 1971, Assistant Pastor Rev.

James Spencer assumed the role as interim pastor. In 1972, .
Haynes Sr.s son, Rev. Frederick Douglas Haynes, Jr.

became the congxegahon s next permanent pastor,
although he served in that capacity only three years befote
his untimely death in 1975, Duting that short tine period,
however, Rev. Haynes, Jr. was able fo make several
important contributions, including a prison ministry and

the completion of a job his father had started - building a .

large affordable housing development in the Western
Addition. It was named the Frederick Douglas Haynes
Gardens in honor of Rev. Haynes, Sr.

2 Ibid.
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Above: A 1972 article (source unknown)
documents the groundbreaking ceremony for
Frederick Douglas Haynes Gardens. The
article notes that Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett was
the chairman of the Third Baptist Church
housing committee and expressed fears that
the new housing development would be
racially segregated. (Courtesy California
Historical Soclety)




Below: Dozens of Bay Area newspapers featured stories about Rev. Haynes Sr. and the thousands who attended his
funeral services following his death in"1971. (Courtesy California Historlcal Society)
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The Amos C. Brown Era

In 1976, Reverend Amos C. Brown became pastor of Third Baptist Church where he continues to serve
alongside his wife, first lady of the church, Jane E. Brown. The legacy of civil rights activism that was
established under previous pastors, most notably Rev. Frederick D. Haymes, Sr., has continued to
grow under the leadership of Rev. Brown.

The Makings of a Minister and Civil Rights Activist

Brown was born in Jackson, Mississippi in 1941, the son of a preacher and the youngest in a family of
eight children. He received his education at Morehouse College, Crozer Theological Semmary and the
United Theological Seminary where he earned a doctorate degree in ministry; his doctoral dissertation
was entitled, “Establishing an Educational Standard for an African-American Baptist Church in the
21s Century.” ' '

Prior to joining Third Baptist Church in 1976, Rev. Brown seived as pastor of Saint Paul’s Baptist
Church in West Chester, Pennsylvania and Pilgrim Baptist Church in St. Paul, Minnesotd, While in
West Chester, Brown “had the signal honor of being the first Black, first Clergyman and youngest
member fo serve on the West Chester Area School Board in its history” and “in 1967, he led a
campaign which caused the West Chester Borough Council to enact one of the strongest open housing
ordinances in the nation.” While in St. Paul, Brown “setved as a member of the St. Paul Planning
Commission, NAACP President, three sessions as Chaplain of the Minnesota State Senate,” and
founded the Benjamin E. Mays Fundamental School

Brown began his career in social activism at the age of 14 in response to the lynching of Emmitt Till in
Mlss1s31pp1 in 1955. The horrific murder motivated Browr to organize the NAACP's first ever youth
council in the state of Mississippi the same year. In 1956 at the age of 15, Brown's mentor; the late
NAACP Field Secretary, Medgar Evers, brought him to San Francisco to attend the national
convention of the NAACP. It was at that time when Brown first met Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Brown
spoke during the convention’s Youth Night as the president of the Mississippi Youth Council, and met
other inspirational leaders including Clarence Mitchell, Roy Wilkins, Ruby Hurley, and A. Philip
Randolph who made a profound imipact on him. It was also during this NAACP convening when

Brown first worshipped at Third Baptist Church, not knowing that he would return decades later in
1976 to become its pastor.

It was during his undergraduate studies at Morehouse College from 1959-1964 when Brown rejoined
with Martin Luther King, Jr. in the civil rights struggle. Browr'l. was one of eight students to have taken
the only college course ever taught by Martin Luther King Jr., held during the spring semiester of 1962.
While at Morehouse, Brown served as president of the school’s NAACP chapter. During thé summers
he volunteered as a Freedom Rider in Mississippi, and served as youth field secretary for the NAACP
for the states of Georgia, Mississippi, and South Catolina. As part of his civil rights activisin, Brown
led a “Kneel-in” at the white First Baptist Church in Atlanta, which resulted in the desegregation of
the Southern Baptist institution. He was also instrumental .in thé desegregation of Tybee Beach in

3 Bjographical Sketch of Amos C. Brown, Frederick D. Haynes, Sr. family papers, Califomla Historical Society.
&4 bid,
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Georgia, where he organized a “Wade-in.” Rev. Brown was later elected as the National Chairman of
the Youth Committee, a role he petformed from New York City.

In its Januaty 15, 2015 cover story celebrating the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King and the “life-time
of advocacy of Dr. Amos C. Brown,” the Sun-Reporier notes the shared experience of the two leaders:

[Reverend Brown] learned first-hand from Dr. King the importance of nonviolence in the
struggle for civil and human rights. Dr, Brown was one of a handful of students in the only
course that Dr. King taught at Morehouse titled, “The Philosophy of Nonviolence.”s

Brown married Jane E. Smith, a student and fellow civil rights activist at Spelman College in Atlanta
whom he met while enrolled at Morehouse College. 5 Smith stood beside Brown at the “Kneel-in” at
First Baptist and later graduated from North Central College with a master's degreé in business. In
1976, the couple relocated to San Francisco where Rev. Brown became the. pastor -of Third Baptist
Church. Smith later established her own real estate business in San Francisco. so that blacks would
have egital opportunities to acquire housing. The Brownhs have three children.s

— . - lPEEIll-EmﬂHN munlm‘r .umuutns.zuis ). __,_-é,l_&,_,
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of Dr, Martin Luther King
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& Ashley-Ward, Amelia, “Remembering Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr. And Saluting His Protégé Dr. Amos C. Brown," Sun Reporfer, January
15, 2015.

5 David P, Cline, Oral Interview with Amos C. Brown, March, 2, 2013.

57 The Browris' three children are David Brown, Kizzle Brown-Duah, and Amos C. Brown, Jr. David Brown is an actor In Los Angeles and
founder of his cwn Film Festival “India Night." He has done muth to help aspiring actors, film producers and writers get their start in the
motion picture profession. The Brown's daughter, Kizzle Brown-Duah, is a social worker and ‘community developer in New York. She
shares with her husband, Kingsley Dush, a successful real estate and tailing business called, “The Privélege Group.” The eldest son,
Amos C. Brown, Jr., is 2 manger in the Parks division of the Genesls 2utomobile dealership in Los Angeles County.
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Community Programs at Third Baptist Church Expanded

In the last 40 decades since Rev. Brown was called to minister at Third Baptist Church, the
congregation has enacted a variety of new social and educational initiatives in response to community
needs, Initiatives range from youth and educational programs, refugee support services, and senior
citizen outreach, to civic engagement, voter registration, and the dévelopment of affordable housing,.
The strong emphasis on youth development promoted under Rev. Haynes' tenure deepened under
Rev. Brown's leadership. As recounted in a biographical sketch of Dr. Brown:

Upon assuming the pastorate of Third Baptist Church in June of 1976, he immediately led the
congregation to assess the social and spirifual needs of the community. A blue ribbon
committee spent considerable time studying the needs of the church and community. One
finding was that the educational needs were great among Blacks in San Francisco. On the
heels of this study, there was a crying neéd for someone to bé an advocate for Black educators
who were experiencing unjust employment practices. It was Pastor Brown who led the first
successful boycott of the schools, calling attention to the plight of Black students and
professionals.. From this successful effort, the church was inspired to establish a summer
school program for students K-12. Currently there are 248 students enrolled in the program.s

Educational programs begun
during the tenure of Reverend
Brown include the Freedom
Summer- School, established in |
1978; the “Back on Track” K-12
mentoring and  afterschool
program, a collaboration J
between Third Baptist and |
Temple Emanu-El
Congregation; the “Student of
Promise: Closing the
Achievement Gap Initiative,”
another collaboration ‘between
the church and Temple
Emanu-El aimed at impioving
the educational outcomes for
blacks, Latinos, and Asian
Pacific Islandets; and the

Charles A. Tindley Academny of

. . T, Above: Rev. Aimos C. Brown addresses congregation &t Third Baptist Church
Music, aimed ‘at keeping  (Courtesy Third Baptist Church)
gospel musical traditions alive.
Many of these programs take
place in the ground floor of the youth center and fellowship hall or in the gymnasium. The
gymnasium also continues to provide a space for young members of the congregation and the
surrounding neighborhood to engage in physical activity, and serves as a venué.for one-on-one
physical and merital health services and counseling, In addition, Third Baptist Church has cortinued

58 Bjographical Skeich of Amos C. Brown, Fredeﬁck D. Haynes Sr. family papers, California Hisforical Society
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to offer its hallmark college scholarships to youth
membeis of its congregation. As a longtime chair of the
church’s scholarship committee, Mrs. Jane E. Brown
has raised over $100,000 towards college scholarships.5®

Brown's legacy of community outreach also includes
aid to African refugees of war and an effort to develop
transcontinental ties between the US. and Africa,
Brown learned the importance of being what he reférs
to as a “world ditizen” during a trip to Africa in 1964
through a program called Operations Crossroads
Africa. Amidst the humanitarian crisis spurred by wars
in Ethiopia and Etitrea in the 1970s, Third Baptist
sponsored ‘over 2,500 refugees and opened the African
Refugee Resource Center (first housed in the basement
of the youth center and fellowship building) to help
resettle thousands of refugees in need of housing. The
first refugees to arrive stayed at the home of Rev.
Brown and his wife, Jane E: Brown, who turned their
living room into temporary housing for refugees until
the church was able to lease a large Victorian flat at
1341-1342 McAllister to setve as a more permanent
shelter for refugees Named the “Refugee House,” the
property is still owned by Third Baptist Church and
continues to funchon in'the same capacity. In the 1990s,
Brown was ome of the founding organizers of an
A'ﬁican—Africén American Summiit held in Cote d'Ivoire,
Abidjan, Ivory Coast in Africa. Through the summit,
organizers sought to “build relationships across the
Atlantic...to 'reauy' help Africa go to the next level in

terms of development in areas of education, economic

empowerment, and community development.”s

A Leading Voice iri San Francisco

Abm}e Reverend Amos C. Brown in front of
Third Baptist Church, circa 1970s (Courtesy
Thlrd Baptist Church)

Third Baptist Churchi during the Rev. Brown era has continued to serve as an important political voice
for African Americans in San Francisco. Reflecting on the role that Third Baptist Church has played in
the community, First Lady Jane E. Brown, stated: “Third Baptist has always been a leader. So I expect
it will continue. If there’s somethmg in the commumty that needs to be done, usually Third Baptist

takes the lead.”s

% Third Bapfist Church website, Thirdbaptist.orgfthc-yesterday, accessed May 11, 2017.

8 David P, Cline, Oral Interview with Amos €. Brown, March, 2, 2013,

8 Third Baptist Church, *Third Baptist Church of San Francisco: 160% Anniversary Docurnentary,” 2012,
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Through its socially progressive practices and
policies, Third Baptist Church has remained
at the forefront of sodal issues in San }
Francisco. For example, Rev. Brown ordained |
the first female preacher and deacon and has
encouraged women to assume leadership
positions vwithin the church, a decision that
was not met without controversy. In response
to Dr. Brown's action, the California State
Baptist Convention expelled Third Baptist
Church from the convention, although the
church was eventually reinstated. Third
Baptist has also offered onsite HIV and AIDS
testing, and in 2008 opposed Prop 8, created
by opponents of gay marriage.s? Trustee
Ministry Chairman of Third Baptist Church,
Preston J: T urner, describes the church as, Above: Rev. Amos C. Brown with San Francisco Mayor

o ; X Edwin Lee behind the pulpit of Third Baptist Church
having “a social conscience.” (Courtesy Third Baptist Church)

Thitd Baptist Church has a long tradition of hosting key figures in progressive politics and black arts
and cuilture. The church has frequently served as the verue of choice for politicians wishing to address
African American audiences and coristituents in northern California; Jesse Jackson made Third Baphs’c
one of his first stops during his 1984 U.S. presidential campaign and in 2002 President William Clinton
attended the church’s 150th anniversary celebration in honor of Dr. Brown, his longtime ftiend and
early supporter, One of the church’s landmark everits was a cultural program entitled, “50 Years of
Choral Music from 3« Baptist Church,” which celebrated the longstanding choral traditions that had
become a fixture of the church.%

As a reputable community leader, Rev. Browri has been invited to sit on several boards and
commissions such as the National Baptist Convention on Civil Rights, the San Francisco chapter of the
NAACP (where he served as president), and the Board of Directors of the NAACP, In 1982, Brown
was appointed by then-Mayor Diane Feinstein to serve on the Community College Goverriing Board,

and was elected for a second term in 1984. ri 1996 Brown became the second African American to
hold a seat with the San Francisco Board of Supervisors when he was appointed by former Mayor
Willie Brown; he was elected to carry out a second term in 1998.65

As related in a 2015 article published by the Sun-Reporter entitled, “Dr. Brown's Activism Praised By
Colleagues In the Struggle For Civil and Human Rights":

Dr. Amos C. Brown’s leadership as Pastor of San Francisco’s historic Third Baptist Church, as
a local and national leader in the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) and his activism in the struggle for civil and human rights for all Americans

21 eslie Fulbright and Matthal Kuruvnla. “Prop 8 rivals seek support in black churches,” SF Gafe, October 22, 2008,

& Oral communications with Preston J. Tumer, Trustee Ministry Chairman of Third Baptist Church, March 29, 2017

® Clarence Johnson, “The New S.F. Supenvisors/Ta Amos Brown, This Job is Fulfiment of Destiny," SF Gafe, May 28, 1996; Leah
Garchik, “Clinton o help celebrate,” SF Gale, June 19, 2002; Dayxd P. Clins, Oral Interview with Amos C. Brown, March, 2, 2013

% David P. Cline, Oral Interview with Amos C. Brown, March, 2, 2013

.4
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has gained him the respect and admiration of his peers, mcludmg many of the nation’s
prominent leaders of all races and faiths.

Wotds used to descnbe Brown include “prophetic,” “brilliant” and “the gold standard of
leadershxp

Longtime Civil Rights leade‘ra.nd..Raiﬁbow Push Coalition President, the Rev. Jesse Jackson,
who was one of Dr. Martin Luther King’s lieutenants, said of Dr. Brown, “He stood with
MLK; at his feet as a student i in the only class Dr. King ever taught. Rev. Brown kept high the
banner of justice and equahty, waving high in the air. I consider him a personal friend and
mentor.”

Brown has served as a member and contmued his comnutment to the NAACP dunng hlS
years as a Morehouse college student;..We are proud to have him as a member of our board
of directors, which he serves so effectively.”:

For the Rev. Al Sharpton President, National Action Network and host of MS-NBC's “Politics
Nation,” “Amgs C. Brown persomﬁes Black activism, the Black church and Black tradition, in
an unparalleled and unique way. For one man to serve so strong, for so long, puts him in a
category by himself.”6

The current president of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors and District 5 representative, London
Breed, has been a lifelong member of Third Baptist Church. In a documentary video celebrating the

" church’s 150% Anniversary, Breed — who was then the executive director of the African American Art
& Culture Complex - reflected on the significance of Third Baptist Church:

Third Baptist for me is a partner. It's about bringing community together. It’s'about teaching
us about our history to make sure we never forget how important it is for us to maintain our
spiritual center and at the same time using our history and understanding what our
community is really about and taking the opportunity to be engaged politically in order to
make things better for our commiunity.&”

Under the leaderslup of Dr. Amos C. Brown, Third Baptist Church continues to fulfill a critical role in

_promoting black community sélf-determination and advocating on issues that matter to San
Francisco’s African American population. Having come of age in the South duiring the Civil Rights
era, Amos Brown actively participated. in desegregation activities like Freedom Summer, studied
under Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in the only college course King ever taught, and proved himself as
an influential young leader of the NAACP during his high school and college years, Dr. Brown's
ministerial calling brought him to Third Baptist Church in 1976 where he expanded upon the activist
underpinnings of previous ministers, including Rev. Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr.

% Gall Berkley, *Dr. Brown's Activism Pralsed By Colleagues In The Struggle For Civil and Human Rights,” Sun-Reporfer, January 15,
2015.
§7 Third Baptist Church, "Third Baptist Church of Sari Francisco: 160 Anniversary Documentary,” 2012,
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" SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

The history of Third Baptist Church, formerly the First Colored Baptist Church of San Francisco, is
documented in two existing preservation planning documents: the State of California’s Application for
Registration of Historical Landmark for the church’s original location at 1642-44 Grant Avenue (formerly
Dupont Street) in San Francisco, and the Draft African American Historic Context Statement. Addmonal
information about the history of the church and its role in the civil rights movement is documented in
Black San Francisco: The Struggle for Racial Equality in the West, 1900-1954 by Albert S. Broussard, as well
as church arcluves and source documents mcludmg several amuversary books pubhshed by the

American Historical and Cultural Society, the ng Francisco H1story Room of the San Fram:lsco Pubhc
Library, and in local newspapers. A bibliography for further information about the history of Third
Baptist Church is included at the end of this document,
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ARTICLE 10 REQUIREMENTS SECTION 1004(B)

Boundaries of the Landmark Site
Encompassing all of and limited to Lot 013 in Assessor’s Block 0778.

Character Defi ning Features

demgnahon the Historic Preservahon Commission is reqmred to 1dem1fy dmracter—defuung _,fééfdfeé
of the property This is done to enable owners 'arid the pubhc to understand which elements are
landmark. Character—deﬁmng features include all primary exterior elevations, form massmg,
structure, architectural ornament and materials identified as:

e  Existing siting of the church complex, including: the church building, its attached courtyard
entryway with platform, raised -staircase, and curvilinear entablature at the cormer of
McAllister and Pierce Streets; a bell tower connected to the church building by the curvilinear
entablature at the top of the staircase; and the youth center and fellowship building located it
the southeast portion of the property towards the rear of the site

Church Building
Exterior
» One-story (double height) with mezzanine, rectangular building plan

e Hipped roof

Bell Tower
s Detached rectangular bell towet
Scored border and three raised vertical bands oh the east and west elevations of the bell tower
Scored square pattern, indented from each side on the north elevation of bell tower
" Vertical wood ribbon windows with divided lites on north elevation of bell tower
Decorative square voids toward the top of the bell tower on all sides
Cross ornament at top of bell tower

Courtyard at north elevation

Brick staircase at the corner of Pierce and McAllister Streets with integrated red brick planters

¢ Courtyard featuring a concrete platform that leads to the main entrance of the sanctuary

e Columns and curvilinear entablature above courtyard at front of entrance, sited at the corner
of McAllister and Pierce Streets

e Decorative terracotta-tile shaped as a star and inlaid into the concrete platform at the top of
staircase at Pierce and McAllister Streets- '

* An octagonal baptismal font clad in Roman brick veneer, located at the center of the concrete
platform at the main entrance
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North elevation

Primary facade facing McAllister Street

Terracotta terrazzo at front entrance

Recessed primary entrance to sanctuary, characterized by three pairs of metal frame glass
doors

Ornamental incised squares surrounding entrance of sanctuary

Ornamental raised vertical bands extending from first story to roof and surrounding windows
on north elevation

Double hung wood windows with horizontal muntins, filled with yellow glass on north
elevation . ’

Inset wood-frame cross-shaped window with yellow glass on primary facade

East elevation

Vertical wood ribbon windois with divided lites on east elevation

Double hung wood windows with horizontal muntins, filled with yellow glass on east
elevation )

Raised vertical band offiamentation éxtendirig from first story to roof on east elevation

West elevation

Wood vertical ribbon windows with divided lites on west elevation

.Interior

Lobby

Existing volume of sanctuary space

Pews :

Stained wood wainscoting

Mezzanine

Wooden trusses with shaped brackets

Brass hanging lamps

Raised and recessed wooden pulpit, altar and choir loft, with 18 recessed ornamental squares
on ceiling above, two identical decorative organ pipe systems ﬂankmg ‘either side of an
interior baptismal, and space for drumis and a church organ '

Youth Center and Fellowship Building
' Exterior

Two-story with mezzanine, rectangular building plan -

Flat roofline

Inset north facade ) ) .

Multi-lite, wood sash, vertical ribbon window with textured yellow glass at north facade
Multi-lite, wood sash windows with textured yellow glass at first floor of north facade
Canopy

Interior

8/24/2017

Presence of assembly and educational space at the first floor

Gymnasium on second, double-height floor with simple trusses, skylights, and hardwood
floor '
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EXHIBIT A: SIGNIFICANCE DIAGRAMS

The following diagrams illustrate the location of interior character-defining features of the Third Baptist Church
Cbmplex, as described above. Cha_racteg-dgﬁn_irgg fe,aturgs are labeled below and shaded or hatched in green.
Hatches demarcate interior spaces where volume is a character-defining feature.

Church Building

koc ok | sk,
rdedor Volume pous ko

-
menaning it .
‘ Teiing

Wiy g

Youth Center and Fellowship Building — First Floor

The significance diagram below illustrates chdracter-defining features of the interior, including the presence of an
assembly space and classrooms/office space.

et
i

presepte of
“rlassrooms,

46
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YQutﬁ Center and Fellowship Building —Second Floor
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EXHIBIT B: LOCATION OF THIRD BAPTIST CHURCH COMPLEX (AERIAL)

The aerial photo below shows the location of the Third Baptist Church Complex, outlined in red.
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EXHIBIT C: BUILDING PHOTOS
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CHURCH EXTERIOR

A

PS4 S e 5, ¢!
Bell tower, stairway entrance and courtyard, and
{constriicted 1952). View southeast.
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East elevation of church bding, vertical wood ribbon windows with divided lites and yellow
glass_, and south elevation of bell tower. View northwest.
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lEa'ét elevation o
pioperty. View west.

Upper portion of bell tower illustrating
voids, and cross ornament. View west.
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West facade of main church building, View east.

southeast.

1ew s

Detail of Wgst fa

in church building, V
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cade of
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West elevation of bell tower and top portion of curvilinear entablature near top of stairs at front
enfrance. View southeast.
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Brick staircase, courtyard, mtegrated red’ bnck planters, columns and curvilinear entablature at the church
_entrance, sited at the corner of McAlhster and Plerce Streets. View southeast.-

e N
Brick staxrcase, courtyard columns, and curvxlmear entablature at church entrance. View southwest.
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Detail of cross-shaped window on primary (north el

8/24/2017

evation) of main sanctuary building. View southwest, .
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Octagonal baptismal font clad in Roman brick and terracotta star inlaid in concrete platform in thé
courtyard directly in front of the entrance to the church building. View northwest.

Octagonal baptismal font at front ent'rance‘ of church, view south.
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Primary entrance to main church building, view southwest.

View southeast from courtyard

"
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CHURCH INTERIOR

€

t.

theast.
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Church lobby and staircase to mezz

Vestibule/church lobby. View wes
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\;erﬁc ood sash ribbon windows Wxth divi,déd: htes and yellow glas, east interior wall.
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View south.

s

ine. Curtain is

inezzanine.

View éqtfth taken from
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s
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Choir loft in frground, baptismal in rear. View south.

" Choit loft and baptismal. Acoustic square voids overhead. View south.
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‘Baptismal, located behind choir loft.
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YOUTH CENTER AND FELLOWSHIP BUILDING EXTERIOR

<

North elevation youth center and feHoWsMp building, view south.

b e TR g
North elevation, canopy detail. View southeast.
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View south.
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Lbuilding. View south,
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Multi-lite, wood sash
windows with textured
yellow glass at first floor,
near northwest corner of
north  fagade, view
southwest, -

Vertical wood ribbon windows with textured
B yellow glass on north elevation of youth center
i and fellowship building, view south.
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YOUTH CENTER AND FELLOWSHIP BUILDING INTERIOR: SECOND FLOOR -

7

Gymnasium interior at second floor, view south.

8/24/2017

712

70



YOUTH CENTER AND FELLOWSHIP BUILDING INTERIOR: FIRST FLOOR

w—— 2 =2
g ¥? ¥
e e = W

".Conference room on ground floor, view northeast.
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'EXHIBIT D: SELECT NEWSPAPER ARTICLES
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HMT s¥fv A

Religion

'Negru Bapfists Migrate
FRepenick Dovualass HaYNES, pastor

of the largest Ncgro congregation in -

northérit California, was orphaned when
he was four, and began to batde oa his
own for a Jiving at the age of ten. Now
=l slighdly greying, and serious, he
Jooks through rimless octagone! spec-
tecles at & Wworld where he has 3 place
of honor. He works in a litered ‘bonk-
lined study where a silver crucifix
calches his eye when he Tooks up frnm
his desk. Behind him is u Yinedrawing
of his benign, molu;c head, with &
dicular flick of neatly clipped
&‘Jﬁf&ch._ On the wall 1o his righll,cxs
a framed certificste pronouncing that
he hak garned the degree of Doclar of
Divinity. Hospitals, privatc homes, and
public platforms in the city know this
well-grooriied, atmost dapper figere who
moves from appointment fo appoint-
ment with wihurried precision; but the
date hip keeps most gladly is on Sundays
when he faces a flock which has grown
remarkably since twenty years ago when
he came to the Third Baptist Church as
4 young - man.

Dedication. Last fonmghl Dr. Haynes
prsxdcd over a series of dedication serv-
irwe i« hrand new adifice ot the ¢ar
ner of Pime and McAllister sm:ets n
San Fr on of

6’.1/5\?/ .f’n?z%u’%' Hodon el -

- FREDERICK Douctass HAvNES:
he moves frow appaintment 1o appoint-
ment with unhurried pre.. Jon.

another $275, 100

He was fnvited by unanfmous vofe to
the pastorate of Historic Third Biiptist
Church in 1932; when an average con-
gregation of 150 worshxppcd in premises
at the comer of Clay and Hyde, Most

af the memheay were then tinemploved, .

and often the Sunday offering did not

is
3,700 members has raised 5225.000 for
this building, with its patio, and a tawer
crowned by @ cross. Architect's plans
inclade educational and adminmstiative
plants for which they have yet o raise

d thinty collars. There were times
when thefe was no money for the min-
ister's salary. Undaunted, the lithe,
zealous preachsr, now with six years of
pnsloral expeuence in Fresno, pitched
in snd faced the world's harsh jangled

) : THF_ NEW THIRD BAPTIST CHURCE.
‘it was a preat day when they savg their lasi proisex-inviewid-ciarehrard-mmcica—L faith so that theu successors who lock

in ¢ phalanx 10 the new.

Page 22

California Historical Society

Article published in Fortnight, January 19, 1953

Courtesy California  Historical
- B1/F3/Printed Material -

papers)
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Faionllt 0. Mayeer (v

O oot reproduce
without peraission {rom
tha Cztifomia Ristorical $egict
of a5 Franclsen

1iesic, as be bad once bofi-e un the
brink of his tesns. He put hem ime
his pcop!c. and re-vitalized the chusck,
The depressicn was followed by World
Wer II which cmptied Nisei dweliings
und incressed -the Negm population of
SF from 4,500 to over 50,000, Dr.
Havnes seized his opportunitics, so that
Jast year his ofd church bulged at the

!'ﬁ:n.ms. ‘Many stood thromghout the
services, and cvery Sunday some peo-
pie had to be turned away.

\ Vicdory Parade, It was & great mo-
‘nent for the sitters and brothers of
~Yhird Baptisl" when, fresh from cele-
brating their eenlcnm' hey sang their
inst praises in the ©old church, end
marched in a phn.anx to the new. Each
of them wore = ‘Whitt card bearing their
name snd the sum they were subscrib-

ving for the occasion. The cutting of
the xitbpn whick formally opened the
doors of the new sanctuary was per-
formed by Deborah Johnson, the young-
esi ‘member of the church, under the
eys of Lee Robinson, chalrman of the
‘Buiiding Commission, Letters of con-
gratulation came from the White House,
from Governor Eatl Warren, and from
the church ieaders; and Mayor Elmer
Robmson spoke al a mesting at which
the pleiforn mnciuden dudge 1wam -
chelsont .of the Superior Court of Sr,
and Cecil Poole, Negra Deputy Dis-

tric( Anomcy for SF County.

Dr. Haynes, reflecting upon the cen-
tenary and she prest step which has

been wiken, likes to tell an anecdote
shout 2 Professor. of Princeton Uni-
versity . whet taught oaring for thirty

_years, On his retirement he was asked
in an interview what he got from teach-
ing men how 1o pull a boat going for-
ward and looking back, for thirly years.
He replied: *1 would rather be in the
compsany of ten mea who are looking
back and going forward, than of ten
thoussnd men who are looking forward
and poing back The members of

‘Third Baptist, with their fresh tiled

tank in which, according to the scrip-

tural precedent of Christ's immersion i

the river Jordan, they will baptize be

lievers, are proud of their past. The
mortality of California Baptist churche:

in the pold rush days was over 50%.

“The nine persons who first met in the

home of Eliza Davis formed the nocle-

us of a sturdy cell of righteousness in o

world brazenly going to the devil.

Third Baplxsts find much to shake thrir

‘heads about in the world today, and

‘are wanting te preserve the pusity of

back from 2053 wil' find them worthy.

FortNisur, Janwary 19, 1953



Article published in the Sun Reporter, Courtesy California Historical Society
(MS3355A: Bi/F1 Frederick D. Haynes Sr. family papers)
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CCCCAA SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE, Friday, March §, 1965PAGE 21 -

x
‘e
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What S Domg ThlS Week7

" Among acnvmes
scheduled for Bay Area

‘are the
following.
Mrs. King Recaption

made wih Joyos BScEl-
vane, HEmlock 18242

San Francisce Chronicle, March 5, 1965
Courtesy Third Baptist Church
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‘Segregation
Dead, Says
Negro Pastor

The Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr., who led the Negro
bus boycott in Montgomery,
Ala., two years ago, de-
¢lared here yesterday that

“segregation is dead as a
doornail.”

“The only thing I'm uncer-
fain about is the day of iis
burial,” he said.

He attributed the -death of
gegregation to the Supreme:
Court decision outlawing it in
pubh,c schools, and to world

~ opinion and the “power of
God”

The young minister said he
had assumed his duties in}
Montgomery with a deep con-
cern. for “social justice and
gocial problems.

“It wasn't enough for me
to just preach on Sunday|
without trying to corrgct the|
mal COD,d.lUOﬂS that 0{{en A San Francisco Chronicle article
make people bad,” he said. | published February 24, 1968
dIThe Re;an Bair . I%ézg ald- it Reverend X«'gh'fm"’l'igg%i‘i"&?ﬁ;é

g:ssed a 1ng-ro0T1-0Nn y Jr. gave to more than people

mﬂggzegatmn of more than| Jirmepschurch
1000 persons yesterday morn-
ing in the Third Baptist
Chureh, 1399 \IcAlllster
street,

B8/24,2017
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Couneil, the Rev.
Haynes, pasior of fhe
Raptist  Church,
Themas M. Burbrid

wf all

il unite

A noon today in a discip-

aned and purpaseful nih-
Jobs and©

Ly beliobd
iy Haly wil

Teer Kushner
T orgapizer of Ity the Ipeal’
observanie and of San Fran-

CRECO participation
Washirgion march,

in  the
said the

ity Mall pregram would

last an hour and would be
fuliowed by a gilent march
to the Federal Building.

Toe Rev. Joseph Waong,
©assistamt paster of St Fran.-

iy ot Assist Churcly,

vriit de.

r the nvocation and
“Mayor Gearge Christopher™ "
will read Eis - prociamation

g “Jobs and Fr

lawis Freesmalt of radio.
cstatien RO:1A wil be marler,

af cer Speakees will'
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- Material - Frederick D. Haynes S
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reederick Dougloy lhru\-l..
» sative of Virglots, ile war
crphaned st the age of 4, fin
wenl 10 Loa Anceles after
¥raduating irom bieh whool

- anul worked hia wey itowh

Bials tnsliltte, & Bzl -
ble colicee there, IF fout
yesrs, B vas Ucensed asz
Preschor st the age o) 17,
whereupen he erranlzed the

C frst unlor chareh In the

Atale whilo serving esunase ©

sitant pasior In1os Aelos,
e wae ordzined in 1928 und
took over the pulpit ol tha
forend Baptist Church in
Fresno.  Ile vwres o 82n
Franaisco four years baler,

sefving ak pastor of Third .

Faptist Church here until
his desth, Wednesday, Fri.
24, When be came to Thirg

Datdisl there were only 40

A tribute to Rev. Haynes published in the Sun Reporter,

March 6, 1971

Courtesy California Historical Society {MS3355A: B1/F7

Frederick D. Haynés Sr. family papers)
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He guided the S.F. Bapust Minlsters’ Union o great_ prommineaca.

members and & tudget of § Chllfornta State Baplit Con=
§),560 wnowslly,  Correatly cnuon and the S¥, Bapuist -
tleve are More than 3,060 | binlsters Unlon. Last yei
rembers sed the Yudget ex= . he vevelved anhnnonudoc- .
ceads $I50L00. Hov. Hayres

‘nevved a3 Prestdepl of the - th

With members of his congregation Mrs, J.H,
and Deacan 3.H. Patrick, - .

Vihen the Naito pti

Rev. Haynes was host o aver 25,000 baptists from thei
country. He greets NBC's pvesldenl Dr. 4. .Ia:ksun and M
100 as pasmr T R. vaost |uoks on.
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A GreatLadyPasses -

As it must to all mortals, death came to Charlie M ae Haynes, W ednesday, May 28. For -
the third time in nine years, Historic Third Baptist Church held a memorial service for and o e
buried a member of tha Haynas family. For well-nigh fifty years the F.D. Haynas family -
served Third Baptist parishioners, a$ well as the wider San Francisco community, and -
made a significan! contribution to the Baptist convantions of the nation. , r
In 1945, Ms. Haynes the fata Dr. F.D. Haynes, Sr., and for 26 years she served with , |
distinction as the first lady of tha Third Baptist Church, whera she endeared herself to the
entire fellowship. On Sunday, February 10, 1980, a memorabls day occurred at Third
Baptist Church, when Charlie Haynes' “Day of Rosas™ was pressnted. This celebration” ‘
of the honores’s life of parsonal dedication and community service had the appropriate o

thems: “‘A Graclous Lady--A Humble Servant.””

Ms. Haynes was the first 8lack woman {o be elocted to public office in San Francisco.
when in 1972 she was alected to the San Francisco Unified School Board. In her wake iwo - - &
Black women have hasn sfectad to office: Ella Hill Hutch and Doris Ward, members ofthe -~
Board of Supervisors from the 4th and 7th Supervisoral Districts, respectively. Ms. - l
Haynes’ mast im contribution fo education in San Franclsco was the populariza
her cam !'We must save and serve the childr

o displayed ap unguenchable faitfy)
’ work; and

16 song of praise of her wor

Sun Reporter, June 5, 1980
Courtesy California Historical Soclety (MS3355A: B1/FS

Frederick D. Haynes Sr., family papers)
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APPENDIX: CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL LANDMARK FORM FOR THE ORIGINAL
SITE OF THE THIRD BAPTIST CHURCH (FORMERLY THE FIRST COLORED
BAPTIST CHURCH)

Q2472017

126

84



Wﬁﬂ 77/57

NANE QRICTNAL STTE. QF. THE THIRD BAPTIST CHURCH (FORMERLY THE
FIRST COLORED BAPTIST CHURCH)
COUNTY 4 SAN_FRANCISGO COUNTY

STATE. HISTORICAL RESOURCES COMMISSION:

DERSON, FATA

MRS, PAULA _BOGHOSTAN

_MRS. PATRICIA COLOGNE

DR. PATRICIA C. MARTZ.

MRS, HELEN SKIRPKIN . ____ .

FEBRUARY 5, 1993
DATE OF STATE HISTORICAL RESGURCES COMﬁISSION ACTION

DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT oF PAf’rf(s m{

CALIFORNIA REGISTERED HISTORICAL LANDMARK
NUMBER . 1010 A
DATE _____ FEBRUARY 16, 1993

Revised
January 1986

._J
~



¢

State of Califernia = The Resources Agency
DEPARTHENT OF PARKS AND RECREATIGN

APPLICATION EOR REGIST N OF HISTORICAL LANDMARK

£ "Nameof Proposéd Landimark Orlglnal s:Lte __of the Third Baptist Church

(formerly the FJ.rst COIOred Baptlst Church) y of San Franclsco.v

Lacation _1642-44 Grant Avenue (formerly Dupont Street) between F;lbert

and Greenwich Streets, 8an. ?rancisco.' .

County _ Clty and County of San Franc1sco

* Name and Address of Landowrier upon Whose Property Landman( is Proposed Diana Doo and_

David Wong, 1642 -44 Grant Avenue, Ban Fran01sco, Califorpia, 94133.

Name and Address of Applicant_Thizd Baptist Church Phone No.(415) 346-4426

1399 ‘McAllister St., San Francisco, Ca. 94115 puc phoneNo(415) 346-4126

1s this landmark of statewide significance as described in ihg ;sg,—itement of Policy?__ Yes
Explain (use extra ,sh'ee,t,if necessary): . '

Thlrd Baptist Church, San Francisco, California, founded in 1852, was
the first Baptist Church established by African Americans, West of

fﬂw\»the Rocky "Mountains, This is confirmed by extensive research of the
history of Baptist churches’ founded or established by African
Americans in states West of the Rogky Mountains. The research
included surveys, 1nterv1ew5, letters, archives of churches and
church organizations, use of city, state, federal, public and private
libraries in Sacramento, Los Angeles, Oakland, and San Francisco, and
records of historical and cultural sqc;etxes.

The coming of the Baptist Religion to America and its movement as it
spread across the country preceding its arrival in the area West of
the Rocky Mountains are chtonicled in the Encyclopedia of Amerlcan
Religions, Third Edition. *Some Baptists came to America from
England, some emerged from the established British churches in the
colonies. The earliest Baptist churches were founded by Roger
Williams and John Clarks in Rhode Island. First Church im
Providence, founded by Williams, dates to 1639, and Clarke’s Newport
Congregation to 1648," -

See attached Chaits I & II (Continued on attached page)

is biblsography complete? (To enab!e vermcatton of statements and claims made herein.) _¥eS
See attachments,

Is permission of property owner for registration attached? __ ¥eS

s approval of property owner fo piace a plague attfaqhed? _Yes

. 1s proot of reasonable protection for requested landmark attached? Yes

Are photographs, prints, or drawings (two vigWs) attached? ____Yes

DPR 26 (Rev.4/01)
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(continued £rom page 1) ' fﬂfé

"Baptist missions among the slaves, date to the beginning of Baptist
history, and the efforts made among the black members of Rogers
Williams’ Providence Church, But in the 17007s as Baptists moved into
the South, slaves grew to be a large percentage of the membership. The .
First Black Baptist Church was formed at Silver Bluff, South Carolina,
between 1773 and 1775. Within a few years, a second church was formed
at williamsburg, Virginia, at the invitation of the white Baptists. A
third church was formed in Savannah in 1779. From these three, others
sprang up across the -Sputh."

"Northern blacks establ:shed Baptlst churches after the. turn of the
century:. The Jay Street Church of Boston was founded in 1804, with New
York (1808) and Philadelphia {1809). The Abyssinian Baptist Church in’
New York would later be pastored by Congressman Adam Clayton Fowell."

"As the reaction of slave owners. to slave revolts cut into the freedom
of slaves to .spread their religion, and as many slaves fled nerth and
west, Baptist churches spread in. the Midwest," Later in the 1800's,
the Baptist religion moved also into the area West of the Rocky
Mountalns.

During the period beginning in 1852, fecords show that many Baptist
churches were organ;zed by African Americans. The first church West of"
the Rocky ‘Mountains, fourded in 1852, was the First Colored Baptist
Church of San Franciscp, later to he renamed Third Baptist Church.

We have listed a few California cities and other states in which
Baptist churches were established. 1In Charts I and II, are listed the
founding dates of the first Baptist churches in cities of California
and other states for the sake of comparison. It is noteworthy, that
San Francisco led the £igld durlng the Gold Rush days, with the
establishment in 1852, of theé First Colored Baptist Church, later
renamed Third Baptist Church.
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City

San Francisco.

Stockton,

Marysville
Sacrémentd

Los Angeles

. #\n Diego
S I

~eédlands’
Riverside
Oakland
Bakersfield
San Jdose

Pasadena

Chart I

Foundlng Dates pér Historical Data of Caleornia

African’ American Baptist Churches

Chiireh Name

First Colored Baptist (Third)

.Second Baptist

ME. Olivet
Siloam (Shiloh)

First Baptist (Second Baptist)

followed Los Angeles

followed Los Anéelés’.

. followed Los Angeles
Beth Eden
Second Baptist
Antioch

Friendship

730

Year.?ounde¢

1852
1857

1857

1857
1885

1890
1892
1893
1893



L. Califprnia
1. Nevéda
3. Wyoming

1. Montana

4). Utah
3. Washington

7. Idaho

}. OQregon
}, New Mexico

10. Arizona

Chart II

Founding Dates per Historical pata of African American -
Baptist Churches West of the Rocky Mountains ‘

gity
San Francisco
Virginia City

' Cheyenne

Church Name

Third Baptist

First Baptist

Year Founded
1852
18563

s

Second Baptist late 1870's or early 1880's

No Black BapﬁiSt Chuzchgs‘iefnre 1852
{Catholic Religion)

salt Lake City
Seattle

Pocatello
Boise

Portland
Albugquerque

Tucson

‘calvary

Mt. Zion

First Colored Baptist
St. Paul Missionary

Mt. Qliver
Mt. Qlive

M¥t. Calvary
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1880

1890
1909

1908
11909

1890
1903
1900
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SRIEF HISTORY AND QE§_QRIETIQN (Corresponding to one or more items under |, 11, or Iil of the Statement of.
Pohcy) ;

,r_' Third Baptist Church, the first Afrlcan American Baptist Church West of
= the Rocky Mountains, was founded in August 1952, by a group of devout
é *hristians: Abraham Brown, Thomas Bundy, Thomas Davenport, Millie Denton,

 denry fields, George Lewis, and Fleldlng Spots, in the home of William
-and Eliza Davis with Reverend J. W. Capen moderating the organizational
meeting. The official recognition of the First Colored Baptist Church
was granted on October 11, 1852. In 1855 the name was changed to Third
. Baptist Church. The church incorporated in 1906.

The first church building was located on the east side of Dupont Street
(renamed Grant. Avenue) between Greenwich and Filbert Streets. Later it
was relocated to the corner of Bush and Powell Streets. Following the
destruction -of that building by the fire which accompanied the 1906
earthquake, a new edifice was erected on Nob Hill at Hyde and Clay Sts.
In.1952, the sanctuary, theé first phase of a massive building plan, was.
built at 1399 McAllister Street.' The Youth Center and offlce building
vas completed” 1n 1957.-

Reverend Charles Satchell was the first regular pastor and the first
African American pastor. He had been commissioned by the Home Mission
Board of the American Baptist Convention to establish churches in the
Midwest during the eaxly 1850's.. Other pastors serving.the church durlngA
the first eight decades were: Thomas Howell, Arnold Medberry, John
Francis, J. B. Knlght, 0. C. Wheeler, John R Young, George Duncan, J. H.
D. Wllson. The memberShlp “flictuated between 13 and 243. It should ‘be
noted that the Rev. Elbert Moore (1924~ 27) recognizing. the vital 1mport-
f"\ance of educatlon, establlshed a scholarshlp fund

On October 1 1932 Rev. Frederlck Douglas Haynes, Sr., assumed the leader—
ship of 150 parlshloners as pastor of Third Baptist Church. During his
pastorate of nearly 40 years, (1932-1971), he rebuilt the church, reorgan-
ized the internal functipning, developed a sound financial program, and

' increased the membership to 3000.

He was the flrst African American to rum for ‘the San Francisco Board of
Supervisors = an election in which he was narrowly defeated. In addition -
in the political, social action, and economic arenas he appointed a Civic
and Social Action Committee to study the issues and adv1se the membersh1p
and other interested parties how to vote in the community's best interests;
and organized the Third Baptist Credit Union which later merged with the
American Baptist Credlt Union.

On October 21, 1952, one" hundred years after the foundlng of the church,
Rev. Haynes, Sr., led the.congregation from the Hyde and Clay Streets
site to the edifice at 1399 McAllister Street.

The Frederick Douglas Haynes Gardens, ‘a low income housing complex, wal
begun in order to accommodate the influx of people, many of whom were
African Americans.

After the death of Rev. Haynes,'S:., in 1971, Rev. James Spencer, Assist-
ant Pastor, was chosen as interim pastor February 1971. Plans for the
Frederick Douglas Haynes Gardens were continued. Five months later the
church meortgage was burned.

- (continued)
DPR 26 ‘ 2 '
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iE_E_,._&IQ__A_Q QE&BLETM (Corresponding to one or more items under |, I}, or m of the Statement of
Pmcy)
. THIRD BAPTIST CHURCH (continued)

¥

On June 25, 1972, thé Rev. Frederick Douglas Haynes, Jr. chosen to suc~- {"ﬂ
ceed his father, assumed his pastoral duties. During his pastorate (1972 ~
1975), the Frederick Douglas Haynes Gardens Housing complex was completed,
a prison ministry was 1mp1emented and the now famous Cathedral Choir was
organized and began presenting concerts in other cities and states.

f o

After the sudden death on September 3, 1975, of Rev. Haynes Jr., Rev.
Johnnie Robinson; & former church a351stant pastor, was appointed to

serve as interim pastor. He continued the ministry of his predecessor in :
a commendable manner. '

The current pastor, Rev. Amos C. Brown, began his pastorate on September
19, 1976. A dynamic léader, his commitment to the spiritnal, educational,
and civic aspects of the church program is reflected in his civil rights
act1v1t1es, development of an in-house skills network, a rellglous educa-
tion program, and an educational support system. A six-week summer school
session taught by credentialed teachers enabling students at all grade
levels to earn academic credlt in _the San Francisco School System, has
been in operation for a decade. The Young Adult Program and the Scholar-
ship Program have been expanded. ‘Church membership has increased.

Third Baptist Chuyrch was among the flrst sponsors of Ethiopian refugees,
and an Ethiopian Refugee Center and ‘housing and training program is in
its fifth year of operation. The church was recently cited by the United

Nations High Commissioner for outstanding leadership in serving the meeds
of refugees from Africa.

The church was & prime mover of a new development and expansion program - f’i)
development of the West Bay Community Services Center, a central place for
organizations which ate involved in community services, on Fillmore Street in
the Western Additiop Redevelopment Area. This center provides additiopal
sorely needed facilities. Office space, banquet halls, meeting rooms, etc.,
rented below market value are made available. The West Bay Community Serwvices
Center held an Open House on July 12, 1992. '

In summary, Third Baptist Church has distinguished itself as a bastion
of strength for African Americans and newcomers to California sincé the
Gold Rush., For 140 years it hasmade outstanding contributions to the
religious, social, political and physical well-being of the community,
city, state and nation. It has had a profound influence on the history
of California thtough'its uninterrupted service offering spiritual guid-
ance to seekers on many levels of human need and understanding.

The church for many years has served as a training ground for ministers
called to serve as pasters in California and other states; implemented

a prison ministry in San Francisco and Vacaville; provxded low cost
housing, scholarships and summer school sessions; sponsored food for the
hungry, voter education and’ reglstratlon programs, as well as a Senior
Citizen program and aid and training for African refugees.

In addition to the services stated; Third Baptist Church hasprovided.

meeting facilities for local, Bay Area, state, regional and national

civic and religious organizations, including the California State 'gff}
Senior Legislature when the chairman of Third Baptist Senior Center was

a member of that body. Third Baptlst Church was also wery instrumental

in determining policy with the San Francisco Community College Board,. as

Rev. Amos C. Brown was elected to its board by the electorate of San
Francisco.
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Q_BEEk ISTORY AND DESCRIPTION (Correspondmg 6 one or more itéms under I, il, or i of the Statement of
Pmmy)

v

THIRD BAPTIST CHURCH (continued) .

ﬁ. 3 - g e . . : . Joon st te n e

For the above mentioned reasons, we believe that we have met the require-
ments of a landmark of statewide significance and the validity of our
beginning statement: ‘Third’ Bapt:l.st Church, San Francisco, California,
founded in 1852, is the first Baptist Church established by Afrlcan '
Americans, West of the Rocky Moumtains.
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Third Baptist Church 6f San Francisco, Inc.
oy ' 1399 McAllister Street + San Francisco, CA 94115

415346.4426 - 4]5.346.4259 fax - www.thirdbaptist.org

Dr. Amos C. Brown, Pastor

RS,

—

el

August 14, 2017

Desiree Smith

San Francisco Planning Department
1670 Mission Street #400

San Francisco, CA 94103

Dear Ms. Smith, -

This is confirmation that the Third Baptist Church of San Francisco leadership has approved that the properties
located at 1399 McAllister Street be designated historical landmarks under Article 10: Preservation of
Historical Architectural and Aesthetic Landmérks of the San Francisco Planning Code. It is our understanding
that this is a follow-up to the unanimous Historical Presérvation Resolution 83’s approval on July 19, 2017. We
are fully aware of the stipulations for landmark designation, this includes all of the plans and structural layout
for the properties that were constructed consecutively in 1952 and 1956, with the schematic drawing and
plans for the future educational building on the parking lot.

We look forward to a successful final approval before the Landmark Commission and the Board of Supervisors

following the August 16, 2017 hearing.

Sincerely,

Dr Amos C. Brown,

PaﬁW%WM’A

Alphbnso Campbell,
Chair of the Deacon’s Ministry

Dt )

Chair of the Trustée Ministry
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53 Manor Drive o
San Francisco, CA 94127-2733
July 13, 2017

San Francisco Pianning Commlssnon
1650 Mission Street, Suite 400
San Francisco, CA 94103-2479

Subject: Third Baptist Church — Landmark Designation Program
Dear Members of the Plarining Commission:

I am writing in support of ihe ‘measure of 1deht|fymg Third Baptist Church as a Historical
Landmark via Article 10 Landmark Desngnatlon under the Landmark De3|gnatlon Program as |
ami unable to attend the hearing on July 19™.

Like many other African-American families, my parents came to Califorhia in the mid-thirties as
a part of the mass movement from the south. Shomy after their arrival here, they united with

During this era, my older brother-and sister were born. The family continued its membership
with the churchand, in 1954, was part of the group that planned, packed, and moved to 1399
McAllister Street, a facmty, as.| understand it, was constructed in whole or in part by members of
the congregation. | was borr Iater than year. '

Over the years, our family was a very active part of the life of Third Bapfist participating in the
choirs, usher boards, Sunday School, Baptist Training Union, children and youth activities,
sports teams, etc. Because of various life changes, my siblings as adults moved on to other
congregations, However, my mother and father continued their membership with the church
until their respective deaths in 1988 and 1998. My husband, youngest son, and | remain as
members to this day, and still participate in various facets of the church.

in writing this letter, | think of the many senior members (most now deceased) that | became

acquainted with. Many of them came from the Hyde and Clay location and always had stories to
Share.

Another one of the treasured memories | have growing up in “Third” are the friendships | made
and the lessons | was taught both spiritually as well as those that have aided me in my current
profession and socially. Altfiough we all now live in various cities, | remain in contact with a

number of childhood friends and acquaintances because the village in which we participated
created a bond for us.

“Third” has always been that “cross on the hill", recognizable to all who have come in contact

with it. In its going on 63-year existence at its current location, the church has provided much to
its membership and surrounding community, as well as throughout the nation and the world.
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San Francisco Planning Commission
Page Two

Over the years, we have been exposed to personalities such as Marian Anderson, Martin Luther
King, Jr., Paul Robeson, and Adam Clayton Powell, Jr,, just to name a few. In more recent
years, individuals such as Jesse Jackson, Al Sharpton, Willie Mays, and Cassie Russell have
passed through our doors.

Education has been an important part of church life exposing youth to various institutions of
higher learning, supporting the academic goals of many young people. My siblings and | were
all recipients of the educational funds provided to young people. My youngest son was recently
the recipient of a private scholarship as a result of his'involvement in the church and has

applications submitted for two others

As you can see; many people have beneﬂtted by the opportumtles made available by Third
Baptist and for this reason, | believe coming generations should kriow the contributions that the
church has made by having it designated as a historical landmark.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Beverly A. Boone
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ANTHONY G. WAGNER

563 Nineteenth Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94121-3118
anthonygwagnersr@gmail.com

July 19, 2017

Andrew Wolfram, Commission President

San Francisco Historic Preservation Commlsswn
1650 Mission Street, Suite 400

San Francisco, CA 94103

RE: New Third Baptist Church Landmark Designation
Dear President Wolfram:

| regret that | am unable to physically appear at today’s hearing. | chair the Sutter
Health Bay Area Board of Directors, and -our Board’s regular 12 noon meeting is being
held today at our Emeryville- headguarters. It is for that reason | am submitting this
letter of support to grant landmark status to the Third Baptist Church of San Francisco.

Committee, Sunday Sghoo'l teacher and recently, Chair of Pastor and Mrs. Brown’s
fortieth year anniversary celebrations.

-Area; never treatmg the xssues of society as separate from the mission of the church
particularly when members of the church were directly affected by systems of evil,
Whether our first Pastor-of African descent, the Reverend Charles Satchell, the second
longest serving Pastor, the Reverend Doctor Frederick Haynes, Sr., or our current
Pastor, the Reverend Doctor Amos Brown, it has always been in the DNA of the
leadership of Third Baptist Church to address the societal ills of our community whlle
providing spiritual succor to the faithful.

Personally, | think this designation is long overdue, particularly when a relatively
recently created newcomer; i.e., the Alamo Square District, was designated as a historic
district. 1 strongly support this designation for Third Baptist and would hope it could be
granted before Septerber 8th when we conclude. our fortieth pastoral anniversary
celebration in a program featuring former President William Clinton as our speaker.
Thank you for any forthcéming support.

Sincérely,
Anthony G. Wagner
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Testimony in support of Article 10 designation of 1399 McAllister Street July 19, 2017

John William Templeton

Author of “African-Americans in the West" Oxford Encyclopedia of African-American History
Panelist, Pacific Coast Branch, American Historical Association, Aug. 2017

Subject Matter Expert, San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park, Presidio, Alcatraz
Creator, Califorria African-American Freedom Trail

Member Cultural Diversity Committee, State Historical Resources Commission

Editor, Our Roots Run Deep: the Black Experience in California, Vols. 1-4

Author, Come to the Water: Sharing the Rich Black Experience in San Frangcisco
President, Jackson Ward Project Area Committee, Richmond, VA 1982-87

Conservator Clarence Gatson and Wesley Johnson Photo Collections

History advisor, Amiru Songhoy (Paramount Chief), Bamako, Mali ‘
Sesquicentennial speaker Rev Thomas Starr ng, First Unitarian Unrversahst Church

Hlstory

1399 McAllister Street is a site of national significance because of its association with what the
National Park -Service calls the most important social movement of the 19th century—the
abolition of slavery.. It is the current sanctuary of Third Baptist Church, founded in 1852.
Accordingly, it should have been’ recognlzed in the 1970s when the formal historic designation
process began, when referenced in the Five Views study or certainly in 1995 when the original
sanctuary of Third Baptrst Church became a state registered landmark.

it is equally rmportant because the Underground Railroad never ended for Third Baptist Church,
Bethel A.M.E. or First A.M.E. Zion, all founded in 1852. African-American church propetties
associated with the 19th century are typically awarded National Historic Site status, and sites
associated with prominent pastors of the 20th century.are as well.

Predomlnately white churches in San Francisco of the 19th century were landmarked decades
ago.

It would be a mistake to accept this designation without exploring why it has taken so long to
oceur, or why thrs alone is rnadequate to the task of adeguately interpreting the black church in
Profound mrsmterpretatron of Amencan hrstory has led to such catastrophes as the Dylan Roof
massacre in Ebenezer A.M.E. Church. In recent years, San Francisco police and nelghbors
have made calls to the current site of Third Baptist Church o complain about noise at what
should be considered a hallowed national shrine.

As a historian and as a person of faith, | would be remiss to be smug about the lowest level of
historic designation.

This week, | am leading a 25th anniversary tribute af the African Burial Ground National
Memorial in lower Manhattan with additional évents at Hamilton Grange and Grant's Tomb.
The proper context for appreciating Third Baptist Church is a global and national one because it
is deeply connected with the main threads of the black experience.

Seventy-five percent of captives in the Middle Passage came from the highly-advanced
Songhoy Empire, which covered an area twice the size of the United States, and most of the
rest from the Kingdom of the Kongo another nation-state.

They brought with them generations of burial and religious practices. From the inception of
Western Hemisphere slavery to the American Revolution, they had to bury their dead in
secrecy. Those burial services were conducted through retention of African tradition practices.
Although every thing else was taken away from ther, they insisted on burying their dead. The
first organizations were burial societies. .
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When Anglican theologians made the tortured conclusion in the 18th century that Africans
should be taught to read in order to read the Bible, it opened the way for the syncretization of
African and European worship practices.

Significantly, all of the early black churches prior to 1830 had African or Abyssinian in their
names, a rhetorical nod to their spiritual source. The result was the creation of churches which
fulfilled the purposes of defining humanity for Africans as the instifution where they maintained
control

Third Baptist Church’s founders had been part of that movement for decades before afriving in
San Francisco. Dr. Amos C. Brown Jr., the current senior pastor, is expert in the journeys of
Rev Charles Satchell, who is comparable to the New Testament Paul as an evangelist of the
faith.

Through him and the founders, who intentionally travelled by ship for months to reach San
Francisco, was carried a special mandate.

As early as 1830, Bishop Richard Allen identified- Caiifornia, then led by the first of several
Mexrcan governors of Afncan heritage as a place for blacks to move. The earllest conventrons
sngnn" icant proscrrptrons where slavery was no longer legal

The movement to California was not just one of escape, but a significant strategic-move which
accelerated the end of bondage.

James Brown and George Washrngton Dennis, among those founders, worked closely with
Mifflin Wistar Gibbs and Peter Lester in the creation of the Franchise League in 1851 and with
Mary Ellen Pleasant

qurckly organlzed along wrth Presbyterlan and Eprscopal congregatlons whrch have not survrved
165 years, to put the longevity in context.

They operated in an environment dominated by Southern sympathizers after the Gold Rush who
passed the right of testimony, franchise and possessory act limiting courts, voting and property
ownership to white men. A A o

Yet-they understood that keeping the 31st state in a nation edually balanced before 1850 with
slave and free states from joining the slave ranks was important to the overall abolition struggle.
They were armed for battle through the teachings of African Free Schools, started by
Revolutionary heroes such as Alexander Hamilton in New York and Benjamin Franklin in
Philadelphia. The Northwest Territories, which had banned slavery, were fertile ground for the
church-building activities of Satchell, who was pastoring churches i in Kentucky and Ohio in the
1830s.

Where black and white church goers had to connect in secrecy on the East Coast, they could
collaborate in the open’in San Francisco, with @ number of prominent white Callfornrans
showing up in the programs of the three churches.

In the case of Third Baptist, its first sanctuary was purchased from Howard Presbyterian Church
and the church joined the San Francisco Baptist Association, reporting in 1857 that its “main
purpose was the elimination of American Chattel Slavery.

Third Baptist helps eliminate the misconception that Africans were passive bystanders in their
own liberation. Instead, its history underscores the remarkable sense of purpose and clarity
among three million who were restricted from communication or political activity.

Therefore, they had to compensate through the quality of their oratory and writing. The three
churches are notable because of their ability to convince powerful whites of the justice of their
cause,

The young people of those churches were educated in looal versions of African Free Schools
and were expected to play two instruments and to speak two languages in the 1850s.
Symphonic concerts and drama were frequent programs.
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When Pleasant and Dennis funded the legal case for Archy Lee, they employed Edward
Crocker and Edward Baker, a former law partner of Abraham Lincoln. Dennis' son was closely
associated with Mark Hopkins, who became one of the Big Four railfoad tycoons, who were all
abolitionists,

Rev, Thomas Starr King gave sermons at Third Baptist, Bethel A.M. E. and First A.M.E. Zion
after arriving In the 1860s to help parlshnoner Leland Stanford become the first pro-Union
governor in 1862. '

Pleasant also took a substantial sum to Chatham, ON for the organizing convention of what
John Brown and Harriet Tubman wanted to be an armed rebellion of the enslaved, a step which
Rev, Henry Highland Garnet had called for 1843 in Buffalo.

The result of that convenhon John Brown's raid on Harper's Ferry, was the precipitating event
for the Civil War.

Like Pleasant and Dennis chartering a ship to intercept Archy Lee on his way back to
MISS!SSIppI the black population of San Francisco took dems;ve steps to end a practice that was
250 years old

The building itself is emblématic of that valiant struggle because of the association with the
leader of the battle, U.S. Grant, who not only vanquished Robert E, Lee, the captor of John
Brown, but did it with 225,000 U.S. Colored Troops.

As PreSIdent Grant also defeated the Ku Klux Klan and gained passage of the 15th
Armendment, protecting the right-to vote for African-Americans.

Grant, Brown and Lincoln are beloved figures in African-American communities. Blacks in San
Francisco supported the move of John Brown's wudow and daughter to the Bay Areato
eventually reside in Saratoga.

Grass roots fundraising drives in black communities supported the Lincoln Memorial and Grant's
Tomb, the largest mausoleum in North America. This was their way of pushing back the
revisionist history that sought to make the treasonous South appear noble during the most
deadly Civil War in history.

John Brown caused a handful of deaths and was executed for seizing a single federal building.
{ee broke his oath as a U.S. Army officer, refused to command Union forces and caused two
‘million deaths but faced no pumshment

Likewise, the Goodall mansion at McAllister and Pierce was revered in the local black
community because Grant had stayed there. When Third Baptist purchased the building in the
1940s, members took it apart by hand and used the lumber in the construction of the new-
facility, retaining some furnishings,

Since then, W.E.B. DuBois, Paul Robeson and Dr. John Hope Franklin have graced its stage.
Martin Luther King Jr. lived nearby on-Scott Street as & teenager during summer visits before
attending Morehouse College, and specifically relied on Ray Taliaferro, the music minister of
Third Baptist, as his musical director for any program in San Frangisco. ,

Yet, a plaque on the building does not do Third Baptist Church justice. Marcus Books,
Ingleside Presbyterian Church and Sam Jordan's have gotten the city designation as a result of
my research and each reports dissatisfaction with the results or Jack thereof.

Third Baptist, Bethel and First A.M.E. Zion aren't just 165 years old, but collectively they lit the
fuse on the concluding act of the end of slavery. They should be honored in the same fashion
as the National Park Service site at Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta or the African Burial
Ground, as places of national reverence, not anachronisms in-the way of gentrification.

When the Alamo Square Historic District was created, Third Baptist was not even acknowledged
then, although it is in the district and the oldest institution in the area. Hundreds of thousands
come to see a set of houses popularized in a television series of the 1980s, but there is nothing
to direct them to a church which helped keep this nation together.
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Unless thase throngs get to know the importance of Third Baptist, centrally located next to one
of the city’s most visited tourist locations, this designation will be an expression of white
privilege to cover up the fact that it has been ignored for so long.

Rev, Satchell's grandson, Rev. Charles Satchell Morris, would become a celebrated minister of
Abyssinian Baptist Church in New York City, as blacks began moving into Harlem soon after the
building of Grant's Tomb.

In the absence of the knowledge of the pioneers of San Francisco, uninformed people call the
area “the Harlem of the West.” Yet the direction of influence was from San Francisco back
East.

Bert Williams, whose house is two blocks from 1399 McAllister, wouid become one of the first
blacks to move into Harlem after joining the Ziegfeld Follies.

Yet, at Abyssinian, hundreds of visitors wait for a few opportunities to worship, because the
historical resources are much more fully appreciated.

Adequate recognition must include the proper support for the vast documentation created by
five organizations which were founded in 1865 and a black press which extends back to 1854 in
San Francisco. ' '
To complete this study without using the archives of the San Francisco African-American
Historical and Cultural Society, buried by the city for the past four years under the Civic Center,
or using the photos of the Clarence Gatson Collection, the church photographer for 30 years, or
the Wesley Johnson Family Collection, a family which began attending the church in 1915,
means the whole story is not being told.

If we only recognize one building, we still omit the oldest black church building in the state, the
1808 sanctuary of Third Bapfist Church and the earlier site in Union Square as well as the sites
of Bethel A.M.E. and First A.M.E. Zion, which are important markers for the migration of African-
Americans across the city. '

An apology is in order for the omission of this designation has been a continuing insult to the
African-American population of the city and all people of goodwill. Every reason for historic
significance has been known for a century and a half.
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Leaders of Third Baptist Church viewing plans
for the new church building at McAllister and
Pierce Streets, circa 1952. Rev. Haynes is
pictured at bottom left (Photo credit: Third Baptist
Church)

Members of Third Baptist Church with Rev.
Frederick D. Haymnes, Sr. during dedication
of the new church site, circa 1952. (Photo
credit: Third Baptist Church)

W.E.B. Du Bois, founder of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
addresses the members of Third Baptist Church in
1958 (Photo Credit: African American Historical and
Cultural Society)
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Bell Tower and Church Building Youth and Classroom Building
Construction date; 1952 Construction date: 1956
Architect: William Gunnison : Architect: Alfred W. Johnson : . 4
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City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco 94102-4689
Tel. No. 554-5184
Fax No. 554-5163 )
TDD/TTY No. 554-5227

BOARD of SUPERVISORS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO

LAND USE AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Land Use and Transportation Committee will
hold a public hearing to consider the following proposal and said public hearing will be held
as follows, at which time all interested parties may attend and be heard:

Date: October 23, 2017
Time: 1:30 p.m.

Location: Legislative Chamber, Room 250, located at City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA

Subject: File No. 170923. Ordinance amending the Planning Code to designate
1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), in

Assessor’s Parcel Block No. 0778, Lot No. 013, as a Landmark under
Article 10 of the Planning Code; affirming the Planning Department’s
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and
making public necessity, convenience and welfare findings under
Planning Code, Section 302, and findings of consistency with the
General Plan, and the eight priority policies of Planning Code, Section
101.1..

In accordance with Administrative Code, Section 67.7-1, persons who are unable to
attend the hearing on this matter may submit written comments to the City prior to the time
the hearing begins. These comments will be made part of the official public record in this
matter, and shall be brought to the attention of the members of the Committee. Written
comments should be addressed to Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board, City Hall, 1 Dr. Carlton
B. Goodlett Place, Room 244, San Francisco, CA 94102. Information relating to this matter is
~available in the Office of the Clerk of the Board. Agenda information relating to this matter
will be available for public review on Friday, October 20, 2017.

%szn

Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board

DATED/MAILED/POSTED: October 13, 2017.
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August 21, 2017 A

L

Ms. Angela Calvillo, Clerk
Honorable Supervisor London Breed
Board of Supervisors

City and County of San Francisco
City Hall, Room 244

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Transmittal of Planning Depari:ment Case Number 2017-004024DES:
1399 McAllister Street Landmark Designation (Third Baptist Church Complex)
BOS File No: (pending) ‘

Historic Preservation Commission Recommendation: Approval

Dear Ms. Calvillo and Supervisor Breed,

On August 16, 2017 the San Francisco Historic Preservation Commission (hereinafter “HPC")
conducted a duly noticed public hearing at a regularly scheduled meeting to consider a
recommendation for landmark designation of 1399 McAllister Street, known historically as the
Third Baptist Church Complex, to the Board of Supervisors. At the hearing, the HPC voted to

approve a resolution to recommend landmark designation pursuant to Article 10 of the Planning
Code.

The proposed amendments have been determined to be categorically exempt from env1ronmenta1
review under the California Environmental Quality Act Section 15060(c)(2).

Supervisor Breed, if you would like to take sponsorship of the proposed Ordinance please contact

the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors at your earliest convenience.
Please find attached documents relating to the HPC's action. A signed redline version of the

ordinance along with two copies will be delivered to the Clerk’s office separately. If you have any
questions or require further information please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Aaron D. Starr
Manager of Legislative Affairs

www.sfplanning.org
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1650 Mission St.
Suite 400
San Francisco,

CA 94103-2479

Reception:
415.558.6378

Fax:
415.558.6409

Planning
Information:

415.558.6377



Transmital Materials

cc Erica Major, Office of the Clerk of the Board
Victoria Wong, City Attorney’s Office
Kayleigh Lloyd, Aide to Supervisor Breed

Attachments (one copy of the following):

Draft Article 10 Landmark Designation Ordinance
Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 893
Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 883
Planning Department Memo dated August 16, 2017
Planning Department Case Report dated July 19, 2017
Article 10 Landmark Designation Report

Letter from Third Baptist Church authorizing landmark designation

Letters of Support

SAN FRANCISCO
PLANNING DEPARTMENT
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