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FILE NO. 170923 ORDINANC • .\10. 

1 [Planning Code - Landmark Designation of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church 
Complex)] 

2 

3 Ordinance amending the Planning Code to designate 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third 
; 

4 Baptist Church Complex), in Assessor's Parcel Block No. 0778, lot No. 013, as a 

5 Landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code; affirming the Planning Department's 

6 determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and making public 

7 necessity, convenience and welfare findings under Planning Code, Section 302, and 

8 findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of 

9 Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

. 14 

15 

16 

NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified.text are in plain Arial font. 
Additions to Codes are in single-underline italics Times New Roman font. 
Deletions to Codes are in strikethrough italics Times New Romtm font. 
Board amendment additions are in double-underlined Arial font. 
Board amendment deletions are in strikethrough Arial font. 
Asterisks (* * * *) indicate the omission of unchanged Code 
subsections or parts of tables . 

Be it ordained by the .People of the City and County of San Francisco: 

17 Section 1. Findings. 

18 (a) CEQA and Land Use Findings. 

19 (1) The Planning Department has determined that the proposed Planning Code 

20 . amendment is subject to a Categorical Exemption from the California Environmental Quality 

21 Act (California Public Resources Code section 21000 et seq., "CEQA") pursuant to Section 

22 15308 of the Guidelines for Implementation of the statute for actions by regulatory agencies 

23 for protection of the environment (in this case, landmark designation). Said determination is· 

24 on file with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors in File No. 170923 and is incorporated herein 

25 by reference. 

Supervisor Breed 
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1 (2) Pursuant to Planning Code Section 302, the Board of Supervisors· finds· that 

2 the proposed landmark designation of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church 

3 Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor's Block 0778, will serve the public necessity, convenience and 

4 welfare for thereasons set forth in Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 893, 

5 recommending approval of the proposed designation; which is incorporated herein by 

6 · reference. 

7 (3) The_ Board finds that the proposed landmark designation of 1399 McAllister 

8 Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor's Block 0778 is consistent 

9 with the San Francisco Genera.I Plan and with Planning Code Section 101.1 (b) for the reasons 

1 O set forth in Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 883, recommending approval of 

11 the proposed designation, which is incorporated herein by reference. 

· 12 (b) General Findings. 

13 (1) Pursuant to Section 4.135 of the Charter of the City and County of San 

14 · Francisco, the Hist~ric Preservation Commission has authority "to recommend approval, 

15 disapproval, or modification of landmark designations and historic district designations under 

16 the Planning Code to the Board of Supervisors." 

. 17 (2) On August 17, 2016, the Historic Preservation Commission added 1399 

18 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor's Block 0778, to 

19 the Landmark Designation Work Program. 

20 (3) The Designation report was prepared and reviewed by Planning Department 

21 Preservation staff. All preparers meet the Secretary of the Interior's Professional Qualification 

22 Standards and the report was reviewed for accuracy and conformance with the purposes and 

23 standards of Article 10. 

24 

25 

l 
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1 (4) The Historic Preservation Commission, at its r~gular meeting of July 19, I 
·2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

2017, reviewed Department staffs analysis of 1399 McAllister Street's historical significance 1· 

per Article 10 as part of the Landmark Designation Case Report dated July 11, 2017. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

(5) On July 19, 2017, the Historic.Preservation Commission passed Resolution 

No. 883, initiating designation of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), 

Lot 013, in Assessor's Block 0778, as a San Francisco Landmark pursuant to Section 1004.1 

of the San Francisco Planning Code. Such motion is on file with the Clerk of.the Board in File 

No. 170923 and incorporated herein by reference. 

(6) On after holding a public hearing on the proposed designation and having 

considered the specialized analyses prepared by Planning Department staff and the 

Landmark Designation Case Report, the Historic Preservation Commission recommended 

approval of the proposed landmark designation of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist 

Church Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor's Block 0778, in Resolution No. 893 . Such resolutior 

is on file with the Clerk of the Board in File No. 170923. 

(7) The Board of Supervisors hereby finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third 

Baptist Church Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor's Block 0778, has a special character and 

special historical, architectural, and aesth~tic interest and value, and that its designation as a 

Landmark will further the purposes of and conform to the standards set forth in Article 1 O of 

the San Francisco Planning Code. 

21 Section 2. Designation. 

22 Pursuant to Section 1004 of the Planning Code, 1399 McAllister Street (aka Thir~ 

23 Baptist Church Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor's Block 0778, is hereby designated as a San 

24 Francisco Landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code. 

25 

I 

Supervisor Breed .I 
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1 Section 3. Required Data. 

2 (a) The description, location, and boundary of the Landmark site consists of the City 

3 parcel located .at 1399 McAllister Street, Lot 013, in Assessor's Block 0778, in San 

4 Francisco's Western Addition neighborhood. 

5 (b) The characteristics of the Landmark that justify its designation are described and 

6 shown in the Landmark Designation Case Report and other supporting materials contained in 

7 Planning Department Case Docket No. 2017-004024DES: In brief, 1399 McAllister Street 

8 (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor's Block 0778, is eligible for local 

9 designation under National Register of Historic Places Criteria A (as it is associated with 

1 O events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patters of our history), B (as it is 

11 associated with the lives of persons significant in our past), and C (as it embodies distinctive 

12 characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction). Specifically, designation of the 

13 Third Baptist Church Complex, the first African American congregation formed west of the 

14 Rocky Mountains, is proper given its crucial role in the social, economic, and political 

15 advancement of African Americans in San Francisco. As a flagship church within San· 

16 Francisco's African American community, designation is further warranted due to its 

17 association with the nationally-recognized religious, community, and civil rights leader, 

18 Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr. Designation of 1399 McAllister Street is appropriate. 

19 given that it was one of the first Midcentury Modern ecclesiastical buildings constructed in the 
. . 

20 Western Addition during the postwar period, and represented one of the earliest to depart 

21 stylistically from the traditional Catholic-influenced architecture that characterized most 

22 Christian churches up until the mid-twentieth century. 
·, 

23 (c) The particular features that shall be preserved, or replaced in-kind as de~ermined 

24 necessary, are those generally shown in photographs and described in the Landmark 

25 Designation Case Report, and which are incorporated in this designation by reference as 

Supervisor Breed 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

though fully set forth. Specifically, the following features shall be preserved or replaced in 

kind: 

(1) All exterior elevations, form, massing, structure, roofline, architectural 

ornament and materials of the Church Building at 1399 McAllister Street, identified as: 

(A) One-story (double height) with ·mezzanine, rectangular building plan; 

(8) Hipped roof; 

(C) Detached rectangular bell tower, ornamented with scored borders and 

raised vertical bands, vertical wood ribbon windows with divided lites, and decorative square 

voids, capped with a cross ornament; 

(D) Brick staircase at the corner of Pierce and McAllister Streets with 

integrated red brick planters; 

(E) Courtyard featuring a concrete platform that leads to the main 

entrance of the sanctuary; . 

(F) Columns and curvilinear entablature above courtyard at front of 

entrance, sited· at the corner of McAllister and Pierce Streets; 
i 

(G) Decorative terracotta tile shaped as a star ahd inlaid into the concrete I . . . I 

platform at the top of staircase at Pierce and McAllister Streets; \ 

. (H) An octagonal baptismal font clad in Roman brick veneer, located atl 

the center of the concrete platform at the main entrance; 

(I) Primary fa9ade facing McAllister Street; 

(J) Terracotta terrazzo at front entrance; 

(K) Recessed primary entrance to sanctuary, characterized by three pairs 

of metal frame glass doors; 

(L) Ornamental incised squares surrounding entrance of sanctuary;· 

Supervisor Breed 
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I' 
I 

1 (M) Raised vertical band ornamentation extending from first story to roof 

2 and surrounding windows on north elevation; 

3 (N) Double hung wood windows with horizontal muntins filled with yellow 

4 glass on north and east elevations 

5 (0) Inset wood-frame cross-shaped window with yellow glass on primary 

6 fagade; 

7 (P) Vertical wood ribbon windows with divided lites on east and west 

8 elevations; and 

9 (2) The character-defining interior features of the Church Building are those 

10 associated with areas that have historically been accessible to the public, and are depicted in 

11 the floor plans or photos of the Landmark Designation Case Report, including: 

12 (A) Lobby 

13 (8) Existing volume of sanctuary space; 

14 (C)Pews 

15 (D) Stained wood wainscoting; 

16 (E) Mezzanine; 

17 (F) Wooden trusses with shap.ed brackets; 

18 (G) Brass hanging lamps; and 

19 (H) Raised and recessed wooden pulpit, altar anc:J choir loft, with 18 

20 recessed ornamental squares on ceiling above, two identical decorative organ pipe systems 

21 . flanking either side of interior baptismal, and space for drums and a church organ. 

· 22 (3) All exterior elevations, form, massing, structure, roofline, architectural 

23 ornament and materials of the Youth Center and Fellowship Building at 1399 McAllister 

24 Stree~, identified as: 

25 
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1 (A) Two-story (double-height second story) with mezzanine, rectangula'r 

2 building plan; 

3 (B) Flat roofline; 

4 (C) Inset north fagade; 

5 (D) Multi-lite, wood sash, vertical ribbon window with textured yellow 

6 glass at north fa9ade; 

7 (E) Multi-lite, wood sash horizontal ribbon window with textured yellow 

8 glass at first floor of north fa9ade; and 

9 (F) Canopy. 

1 O (4) The character-defining interior features of the Youth Center and Fellowship 

11 Building are those associated with areas that have historically been accessible to the public, 

12 and are depicted in the floor plans or photos in the Landmark Designation Case Report, 

13 ' including: 

14 (A) Presence of assembly space with smaller rooms at first floor; and 

15 (B) Gymnasium on second floor with simple trusses, skylights and 

16 hardwood floor. 

11 

18 Section 4. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after 

19 enactment. Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance,. the Mayor returns the 

20 ordinance unsigned or does not sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it,. or the Board 

21 of Supervisors overrides the Mayor's veto of the ordinance. 

22 Ill 

23 Ill 

24 Ill 

25 Ill 

Supervisor Breed 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 7 

628 



1 

2 

3 

4 

'I Ii 
11 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
DENNIS J. HE RE City Attorney 

I 
By: 

IDE 

5 I n:\land\as2017\0900449\01214579.doc 

6 II 
711 
8 l 
9 I 

10 I 
11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

1_9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Historic Preservation Commission 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

629 
Page8 



FILE NO. 170923 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST 

[Planning Code - Landmark Designation of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church 
Complex)] 

Ordinance amending the Planning Code to designate 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third 
Baptist Church Complex}, in Assessor's Parcel Block No. 0778, Lot No. 013, as a 
Landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code; affirming the Planning Department's 
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and making public · 
necessity, convenience and welfare findings under Planning Code, Section 302, and 
findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of 
Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

Existing Law 

Under Article 10, Section 1004 of the Planning Code, the Board of Supervisors may, by 
ordinance, designate an individual structure that has special character or special historical, 
architectural or aesthetic interest or value as a City landmark. Once a structure has been 
named a landmark, any construction, alteration; removal or demolition for which a City permit 
is required necessitates a Certificate of Appropriateness from the Historic Preservation 
Commission ("HPC"). (Planning Code Section 1006; Charter of the City and County of San 
Francisco, Section 4.135.) Thus, landmark designation affords a high degree of protection to 
historic and architectural structures of merit in the City. There are currently more than 260 
individual landmarks in the City under Article 10,.in addition to other structures and districts in 

· the downtown area that are protected under Article 11. (See Appendix A to Article 10.) 

Amendments to Current Law 

This ordinance amends the Planning Code to add a new historic landmark to the list of 
individual landmarks under Article 10: 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church 
Complex).· 

The ordinance finds that 1399 McAllister Street is eligible for designation as a City landmark 
under National Register of Historic Places Criteria Criteria A (as it is associated with events 
that have made a significant contribution to the broad patters of our history), B (as it is 
associated with the lives of persons significant in our past), and C (as it embodies distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction). Specifically, designation of the 
Third Baptist Church Complex, the first African American· congregation formed west of the 
Rocky Mountains, is proper given its crucial role in the social, economic, and political 
advancement of African Americans in San Francisco. As a flagship church within San 
Francisco's African American community, designation is further warranted due to its 
association with the nationally-recognized religious, community, .and civil rights leader, 
Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr. Designation of 1399 McAllister Stre~t is also . 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 630 Page 1 



FILE NO. 170923 

appropriate given that it was one of the first Midcentury Modern ecclesiastical buildings 
constructed in the Western Addition during the postwar 'period, and represented one of the 
earliest to depart stylistically from the traditional Catholic-influenced architecture that 
characterized most Christian churches up until the mid-twentieth century. 

As required by Section 1004, the ordinance lists the particular exterior and interior features 
that shall be preserved, or replaced in-kind as determined necessary. 

Background Information 

The landmark designation was initiated by the HPC pursuant to its authority under the Charter 
to recommend approval, disapproval, or modification of landmark designations and historic 
district designations under the Planning Code to the Board of Supervisors. The HPC held a 
hearing to initiate the landmark designation of 1399 McAllister Street on July 19, 2017. On 

·July 19, 2017 the HPC held a public hearing on the proposed designation and considered the 
Landmark Designation Case Report prepared by Planning Department Preservation staff who 
meet the Secretary of the Interior's Professional Qualification Standards. At such hearing, the 
HPC voted to recommend approval of the ·designation of 1399 McAllister Street as a City 
landmark under. Article 10 of the Planning Code to the Board of Supervisors. 

n:\land\as2017\0900449\01205786.docx 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Resolution No. 893 

Case No. 
Project: 
Staff Contact: 

Reviewed By: 

HEARING DATE AUGUST 16, 2017 

2017-004024DES 
1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Cht1rch complex) 
Desiree S~th (415) 575-9073 
desiree.smith®sfgov.org 
Tim Frye - (415) 575-6822 
tim.frye@sfgov.org 

1650 Mission St 
Suite400 
San Francisco, 
CA 94103-2479 

Reception: 
415.558.6378 

Fax: 
415.558.6409 

Planning 
Information: 
415.55B.63n 

RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ARTICLE 10 
LANDMARK DESIGNATION FOR 1399 MCALLISTER STREET (AKA THIRD BAPTIST 
CHURCH COMPLEX), ASSESSOR'S BLOCK 0778, LOT 013, As ARTICLE 10 LANDMARK. 

1. WHEREAS, the ~toric Preservation Commission, at its regular meeting of August 17, 2016, 
added 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 
013, to its Landmark Designation Work Progi:am; and 

2. WHEREAS, Pianning Department Preservation staff meeting the Secretary of the Interior's 
Professlonal Qualification Standards prepared· the Landmark _Designation Report for 1399 
McAllister Street (aka 'Third Baptist Church Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lqt 013, which v.ras 
reviewed by Tim Frye for accuracy and conformance with the purposes and stiµJ.dards of Article 
10; and · 

3. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission, at its regular meeting of July 19, 2017, 
reviewed Department staff's analysis of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church 
Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 013, historical significance per Article 1.0 as part of the 
Landmark Designation Case Report dated July 19, 2017 and initiated lanclniark desigJ;tation 
through Resolution 883; and 

4. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Co~sion finds that the 1399 McAllister Street (al.qi Third 
Baptist Church Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 013 nomination is in the fotm prescribed by 
the HPC ?fld contains supporting historic, architectural, and/or cultural documentation; and 

. ' . . ~. 

5. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third 
Baptist Church Compiex), Assessor's Block ~778, Lot 013 coveys its historical significance as an 
important institution in the social, economic, and political advancement of African Americans in 
San Francisco; and 

6. WHEREAS; the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third 
Baptist Church Complex}, Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 013, conveys its historical significance for 

www.sfplanning.org 
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Resolution No. 893 
August 16, 2017 

C<Jse No; 2017-004024DES 
1399 McA!Uster $treet 

its association with San Francisco civil rights leader, Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr.; 
and 

7. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third 
Baptist Clli.Irch Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 013 coveys its architectural significance as 
one of the first Midcentury Modem ecclesiastical buildings· constructed in the Western Addition 
during the postwar period, and represented one of the earliest to depart stylistically from the 
traditioruil Catholic-influenced architecture that characterized most Christian churches up until 
the mid-twentieth century; and 

8. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka 'Prird 
Baptist Cllurch Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 013 meets the eligibility requirements per 
Section 1004; of the PJanning Code and warrants consideration for Article 10 landmark 
designation; and 

9. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that the boundaries and the list of 
~t~ior and iilterior ~acter-defining features, as identified in the LandmatJ.< Designation 
Report, should be considered for preservation under the proposed landmark designation as 
they relate to the pµildipg' s historical significance and retain historical integrity; and 

10. WHE~EAS, the proposed designation is consistent with the General Plan, prj.ority policies 
pursuant to Planning Code. section 101.1 and furthers Priority Policy No. 7, which states that 
historic buildings be presenred, for reasons set forth in the July 19, 2017 Case Report; and 

11.. WHEREAS, the Department has determined that landmark designation is exempt from 
environmental review, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15308 (Class Eight- Categorical); 
and · 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commissi9n hereby recommends to the 
~oard of Supervisors approval of the landmark designation of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist 
Church Co!Jlplex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 013 as a Land~rk pursuant to Article 10 of the Planning 
Code. 

I her~by certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Historic Preservation Commission at its 
m~ti · gust 16, 2017. 

Jonas ·.Ionh 
Conµnisf;i()n, Secretary 

AXES: 

NAYS: 
Hyland, Johnck, Johns, Matsud!J., Pearlman, Wolfrain 

Non~ 

ABSENT: Hasz 

ADO:eTED: August 16, 2017 

SAN FRANCISCO 
PLANNl!'i~ DEPARTMENT 
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S.A.N FRANCISCO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Re.soJution No .. 883 

CtiseN<J. 
Project: 
Re: . 

StaJf Contact: 

Reviewed By: 

HEARING DATE JULY 19, 2017 

2017-004024DES 
1399 M~ter Street (aka Third Baptist Church Co:rnplex) 
I;ni\:iation of Article 10 LandI1\ark Designation 
Desiree Smith (415) 575-9073 
desiree.smith®sfgov.org 
Tim Frye - (41S) 575-6822 
fim.frie@sfgov.org 

1 BsO Mission St 
Sulte400 ... 
San Francisco, 
CA 94103-2479 

RecejJllon:. 
41~;558.6378 

Fax: 
415.~~.~4Q~ 

Planning· 
tnfonn-atlon: . 
41.5.558.6317 

RE;SOLUTION TO INITIATE ARTICLE 1_0 LANDMARK. DE-SIGNATION ·f.0R 1399. 
MCAJ.J,..l$TER $.TREET (AKA THIRD BAPTJST CHURCH COMPLEX), A$$E.S$QR'$ E3.hOCK 
07'76~ LQT O~~. AS ARTICLE; 1Q LANDMARK. 

:1. ~REAS, i:he fflStoP.c freseriration Commission, at its regular meeting of August t7, 201(?, · 

added 1399 McAllister Street (aka. Third Baptist ~ilrch Complex), Assessor's Bl0ck0778, Lot 
· 013,'to i~ Lanc4n;irk PesignatioriWork Program; and 

2. WJIBRE.A.S, Planning Depai:fll:l~t Preservation staff, who meet the Secretary of the Interior's 
fr~!¢r:ii?io;il,al Qualification Standards, prepared the Landmark DesignatioIJ. Repori: for i399 
MCAmster sti:e~t (aka Third Bapti.St Church Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 013, which was 
revie:wed for accuracy and_ confor:rnance with the purposes and standards of Article IO.; arid 

3. WHEREAS, the Historic Pr~servation Commission, at its regular meeting of July ·;t.9, 2017, 
reviewed Department staffs analysis of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Thii:d Baptist Church 
Complex), Asse!lsor's Jno¢k 077S, Lot 013, histqrical significance per Article 10 as Part of the 
Landmark Designation Ccise Report date~ July 19, 2017; and . . 

4. WHEREAS, the Histoi:il'.! Preservation Commission finds that the 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third 
Baptist Church Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 013 nomination is in the fm;m pr~$ctib~d. by 
the HPC and.contains supporting historic, architectural, an~/ or cultural documentatiqn; and 

5. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that ;I.399 McAllister Street (al<a Third 
Baptist Church Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 013 coveys its historical significance .as an 
nnportant institution in the social, economic, and political advancement of African .Aineticans in 
San Francisco; and 

6. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third 

Baptist Church Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 013, conveys its historical si~cimce for 

1Nv1w.sfplanning.org 
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R~~c:>!ution. No. as3 
Ju!y 19, 2011 

Cas~ Nq: .2017-004024.DJ;S 
1399 fJlcAJlist~r Street 

itf! a$.s9qatio~ With _San Fraricisco civil rights leader, Reverend Frederick PRuglas Haynei;, Sr.; 
and 

7. WHEREAS, the Historic :Preservation Commission finds that 1399 Mcl\lllster Street (aj.<a '.Third 
Baptist Qiur<;h Co1Ilplex), Ass~sor's Block 0778, Lot 013 coveys its architectural significance as 
one .of the first ecclesiastical buildings constructed in the Western Additi.01' dwing tl:te postwB..r 
per~qd, cm<l repr.ei;ented one.of the earliest to depart stylistically from the traditional Catholic
influenced architecture that characterized most Christian churches up until the ntl(i-twentieth 

Cet).tury"j cmd. 

8. WBEREA.$, th.e ll.ist()ric Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (al<a Third 
Baptist .Church Complex)~ Assessor's }Jlock 0778, Lot 013 meets the eligibility ;re~ei:Il~ts pet 

Se~on 1.004 qf tl;l.e )?l!ll1Iling Code and warrants consideration for Article 10 landmark 
designation; and 

9. WHEREAS, .fu.e Historic Preservation Co.nlmission finds that the bounda;ri~ M4 :the Ust 0£. 
ext~Qr ;µi.q mtei.i9r. chirracter-defining features, as Identified in the Landmark Desigriatio~ . 
Report, should :be .considered for preservation under the propo!!ed ~ai:lc. d~iw.ation as 
they:re.Ui.te to th¢ ~tiilding' s historical significance and retain historical ln.tegcity; anci · · 

;1.0. WHEREAS, the p~oposed ~esignation is consistent with, the General Plan . priority policies 
pttrsuant to Pl~g Code section 101.1 and furthers Priority Policy No, 7, which sta.tes :th.at 
historic :buildings be preserved, for reasons set fon:h in the July 19, 2017 Case Report; and 

11. WHEJ{EAS, the Department has determined th,at landmark designation ts exempt, from . . . . . 
envl.rorunental reView, pursuant toCEQA Guidelines Section 15308 (Class Eight- Categorical); · 

.and 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission·.hereby initiate$ the 
desigr:iatiop. Qf 1399 ¥.¢11ister Street (aka 'fl1ird Baptist Church Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 013 
a5 a Landmarkpursmint to A!tlcle 10 of the Planning Code. · 

AYES: Johnck,Johns, Pearl.nlan, Wolfram 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: Hasz, Hylari.d, Matsuda 

ADOPTED: ·July 19, 2017 

SAN FRANCISCO 
~ING DEPARTMENT 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

HEARING DATE: 

CASE NUMBERS: 

TO: 

FROM: 

:REVIEWED BY: 

RE: 

August 16, 201,7 
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Lan!fmark Reconmiemiation ~e.soln:tion 

On July 19, 2017, the Historic Prei;ervatjon C9mmissjon (HPC) ac;iopted :B.¢13ol11tion No. 
883 to initiate Article 10 landmai'k desiguaii~Jo, of 1~99 McAlllster Street, known a5 Third 
Baptist Church Compex. Under Afticle 10! initiation and recorrimendatj.0n are two 
distinct steps of the landmark designation process whicl:t requ.ire sep~ate hearings and 
resolutions. · · 

Attached is a draft Resolution to recommend approval to the Board of Supervisors the 
designation of 1399 McAllister Street as a Sail Fr~dsco Iari.din~k 111,1der Article 10 of the 
Pl~g Coc;le, Section 1004.1. The Plat.iiriri.g Pepartment (Department) recommends 
adopting this R,esolution. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
Draft Resolution 
Draft Designation Ordinance 
Draft Landmark Designation Report 
July 19, 2017 Case Report · 
Resolution 883 
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Projer;i/i.ddres~: 1399 McAlUster Street 
Zoning: (RM-1) Resid~tial~Mixed; Low Density 
Block/Lot; 0778/013 
Property oWner: Third :Baptist Church 
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staff Contact: Desiree Smith-' ( 415) 575'-9093 
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PROPERTY DESCRIPTIONS.& SURROUNOiNG LAND \)SE AND OpVEl-0.PMENT 

1650 Mission st 
Suite400 
San Francisco, 
CA 94103-2479 

Reception: 
415.558.6378 

Fax: 
41.5.558.6489 

Planning 
lnformatiDn: 
415.558.6377 

The Third Baptist Church Cqn:i:piex. (APN Q778iOi3) is l~ted. at the southeast comer of Pierce and 
McAllister Streets in Jhe Western Ad,ditj.ori, rieighQorhood of San Francisco. Third Baptist Church, founded 
in 1852 as the First Colored Baptist Church .of San Francisco; was the first African American Baptist 
congregation formed west of. th~ Rocky Mquntains and· rem~~ ·the c;mly black Baptist church in San 
Francisco through the early 194'Qs. -Thf.! c;on~e~ation's cµq~t church building - the subject property -
was constructed for the congregation beginnfug in 1952. lt .is located within an RM-1 (Residential-Mixed, 
Low Density) zone and a40-XbUlk and height district. 

The Third :Baptist Church Complex consists of two buildings, including a main church building in which the 
. sanctuary is located, and an auxiliary building that houses a~ation offices, a gymnasium, educatioruil., 
and assembly uses. The site cilso mclq.des a prorriinent, detached, bell tower fronting McAllister Street and a 
parking lot located at the northeast ~ori:ier of the .parcel Third '.Baptist Church commissioned architect, . . .. 
William F. Gunnison, to design the sanctuary and ·bell tower :m. 1952. The administration/gymnasium 
building was built in 1956 as an addition, designed by architect, Alfred W. Johnson. hi 1959, an ornamental 
cross was added to the top of the b~ tow~.: :Both. builrungs are. of frame construction, rectangular in plan, 
and clad in stuceo. The attached draft Landmark Designation Report contains a detailed description of the 
complex, including descriptions of interior features,_ on page 3. 

The subject property is located within the ,Alamo Square Landmark District, adopted in 1984 and significant 
"as a continuum of distinguished residential ·archifectute by dlstinguished architects ~anning the period 
from the 1870s to the 1920s." Th~ district contams p:iiritiuily Victorian (pre-1900) and Edwardian (c. 1900-
1910) residential structures, with the Yic;tP;rianS inclucilng ltalianates of the 1870s and early 1880s, San 
Francisco Stick of the 1880s, and ornate Queen Anne's of the 1_890s. 1here are also a number of early 20lh 
century apartment buildings located on pr6:ti:tln:ent cdtnerS; apartm~t buildip.gs :represented the only new 
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Case Number 2017-004024DES 
Third Baptist Church Complex; 1399 McAlli!;lter Street 

construction in the <'!l'.ea. during the period from 1912 to 1934. Most structures are two or three stories in 
height, although some of the apartment buildings go up to six stqries in height. Alamo Square Park is qne 
block to the oouth of Third Baptist Ouitc;h. Although Third Baptist Church is irtcluded in the Landmark 
District, it i~ only i:r\entiQile4 briefly a few ti;mes µ) the docWner:it l;l11d its particular history is not c;aptured in 
the district nomination. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The case before the Hist~iic Preservation Coipirtission is the consideration of the initiation of landmark 
designation of ~e 'IW!l. BaptiSt Olurch Comple~ as a San Francisco landmark under Article 10 .of the 
Plan:nlng Code, Section 1004.1, and rec:Ommendirig that the Board of Supervisors approve of such 
designation. · 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW STATUS 

The Planning Pepartmenf W1s determined .that actions by regulatory agencies for protection or the 
envii-Orurif!nf(sp~c.ally in. this case, laridfilark designation) are exempt from environmental review, 
pursuant to CEQA Guideunes Section 15308 (~s Eight" Categorical). 

G~NERA.L P:LAN P()~ICl_ES 

The Urban Design Element of the San FrancisCo General Plan contains the following relevant .objectives 
and policies: 

OBJECTIVE 2: : 

POUC)'.'4: 

Conservation of Rei;ources that provide a sense of nature, continuity with the 
pcist, and freedom fr.oii.i oyercrowding. 

Preserve .not~l?Ie Ia1:uhriarks and ~ of historic, architecturaI or aesthetic value; 
and promote the preservation of other buildings and features that provide 
· ~ontin,uity wi.th past development 

Designating significant historic resolirces as lota1 land+narks will further continuity with the past be.cause 
the buildirlgs.will.be preserved for·the ben~t of future generations. Landmark designation will require 
that the Planning Depiu:tment and the Historic Preservation Commission review proposed work that may 
have an impa<;t on eharactei:~defining feati:Jtes. Both entities will utilize the Secretary of Interior's 
Standards far· the Treatment of Historic Properties iit their review to ensure that only appropriate, compatible 
alteratiol')S aie made. 

$AN FRANCISCO Pf.ANNING .C.ODE SEGTION 101;l ~· Gl:NERAL PLAN CONSISTENCY AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Planning Code Sectlon io1.1 '- Eight Priority Policies establishes and requires review of permits· for 
consistency with said poHcles. On balance, the proposed designation is consistent with the p;riority 
policies in that 

a. The proposed designation. will further Priority Policy No. 7, that landmarks and historic 
buildings be preserved. i.andmaj:k designation of Third BaptlSt Oturch will help to preserve an 
:important'.historical resburce that is significant for its associations with San Jlrancisc<i's African 
Americ:art communitr anqlocal civil rights leader, Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr., as 
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Third Baptist Church Complex; 1399 McAllister Street 

well as architecturally signiliqmt as an important representative example of ecclesiastical 
architecµJXe in San Francisco's Western A4ditipri nei~borhood. 

BACKGROUND I PREVIOUS ACT(()_NS 

Third Baptist Church was added to the Landmark Designation Work Program on August 16, 2016. 

OTHER ACTIONS REQUIRJ;D 

If the Historic Preservation Commission. decides to initiate designation of the subject property as an 
Article 10 landmark at its July 1_7, 2017 hearing, t:J:i.e.item will again be ~opsiqered by the Commission at a 
future hearing. During this siibsequent heating, the Comixiission will decide whether to forward the item 
to the Board of Supeniisors with a tecolil:i:rtendition supportive of designation. The nomination would 
then be considered at a future Board of Supe_rvisors hearuig for fomuil Article 10 landmark designation. 

APPLICABLE PRESERVATION s'rANDJ\~OS 

ARTICLElO 

Section 1004 of the Planning Code authorizes the Iand:n:lark designation of an individual s_tructu,re or 
other feature or an .integrated" group of _structures .anei. features on a single lot or site, having special 
character or special historiCal, :architectural or aesthetic :iJ:lter_est o_r valu:e, as a landmark. Section 1004.1 
also outlines "that landmark designation may be initiated by the" Board of Supervisors or the Historic 
Preservation Coinmission and th~ ini.tj.8.tion $all inclµde fiii¢lli;igs in support, Section 1004.2 states that 
once initiated, the proposed designation. is re,fer:r_ed to th~ Histqric P:reservati.on Commission for a report 
and recommendation to the Board of .su~ervisors· to approve, disapprove or modify the proposal. 

Pursuant to Section 1004.3 of the Plru;mirtg C9de, if l;he Historic Preservation Comn;tlssion approves the 
designation, a copy of the resolution of ~pp;roval;is t:ransxlliti:eq. to the Board of Supervisors and without 
referral to the Pliµm.ing COm.n:tl.ssion. Tue .Bo.ard of Supe:ryisors shall hold a public hearing on the 
designation and may approve, ~odi.fy q:r disaW.rove. the de~gnation. 

Jn the case of the initiati.~ri of a N.sto;ric disJP.ct, th.e Hi.Stotj.c Preservation Commission shall refer its 
reco:p:unendation to the Plm:irii,xl.g C9rit:irijsSjon·p~suant to Section 1004.2(c). The Planning Commission 
shall have 45 days to provide ";revi,ew a:rid co~ent on the proposed designation and address the 
consistency of the propo~ d~gna,tioJ.J. With t:he G.eneral Plait, Section 101.1 priority policies, the City's 
Regional Housing Needs Allqcatj.on, ;mc,l. (he S~.able Communities Strategy for the Bay Area. These 
comments shall be sent to the Board of Supervisors in the form of a resolution. 

Section 1004(b) requires l:hlit the desjgnating ordinance approved by the Board of Supervisors shall 
include the location and boundaries of the landmark site, a description of the .characteristics of the 
landmark. which justify its. designation, and a· description of the particular features that should be 
preserved 

Section 1004.4 states that if the Hi$toric Preservation Commission disapproves the proposed designation, 
such action shall be final, except upon the filing. of a valid appeal to the Board of Supervisors within 30 
days. 
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Case Number 2017-()04024DES · 
Third Saptist Ch!lJ:~ CQmpJex; 1399 McAllister Street 

the Historic Preservation Commission OI\ February 4, 2009, by :Resolution No. QOl, adopted the National 
Register Criteria as its methodology for ;rec<;>~~\ijn~ lancimark designatiOI). 0£ historic resources. 
Under the National Register Criteria, the quality of significance in .American history, architecture, 
archaeology, engineering, and .culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that 
possess integrity of location, design,· setting, .fe~g, .mate;rial$, warJaria:nf;hip, and 13ssociation, and that 
are ass9ciated with events that have ;made ~ ~l~~t contribution to the broad patterns of our history; 
or that are associated wifu fue lives of persons signifieant in_ out past; or fuat embody the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, ·or mefuod _of toi:Jstructioil, or fuat represent fue wor~ of a master, or fuat 
pos~s high artistic values, or represent a sigrrifj.cant and qisting:ui~ihable eri.ti.ty whose co;mponents may 
lack individual distinction; or properti~s that have yielded, or may likely yieid:, :information important in 
prehistory or history. 

PU~LIC I Nl;!GHBORHOOD INPUT 

The Department is not aware of any opposition to the landmark designation of 1399 McAllister Street. 
St:aft has received one letter in support of the landniai:k designation. 

PROPERTY OWNER INPUT . 

The property owner is Third Baptist .Cli.urcli; whose leadership supports the property's designation as an 
Article 10 Landmark Pastor of Third Bapfi.$t Qhurch, Dr~ Reverend Ainos <i Brown, requested that fue 
designation be prioritized in fue Departmen:fs Landmark DeS:ignati,on Wo:tl< P;i:ogra;m earlier th4; year. 
Since that time, staff has carried out site visits alld met With Reverend BroWn and other church leaders to 
discuss the landmark designatiori. ·process and ~portant eleµic;:r.tts fu.at should, be covered in the 
designation report. · 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

The case report and analysis under review ~ prepare<! by Depaitni.ent preservation staff. The 
Department has determined that the subject property meets the. requirements for Article 10 eligibility as 
an individual landmark The justification for ·its inclusio11 is ex:piairieci. in the attached Landmark 
Designation Report 

SIGNIFICANCE 
Third Baptist Church, a flagship church wif.l:tin ~an Francis:co'!I Afrkan American community, appe~s 
eligible for local designation µnder Nation.al Rt:!gffi.ter. (;>£ msti>ric Places Criteria A, B, and C for the role it 
has played in the socialf economic; and p9liti~ ~d:VAAC~eI).t of African Amfilicans in San Francisco 
under the guidance of civil rights leader,. .Rever~d l'~derick Douglas Haynes, Sr.; and as a rare and 
notable example of post-war ecclesiastiail IP.'.cldte.cnue :in San FranciSco's Western Addition 
neighborhood. 
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ease Number 2017-004024DES 
lltir~ Baptis.t Church C<!~Ple)(; 1~~9 McAllister Street 

The proposed landmark designation addresses two preViou$1y ;identified underr.!!p:resented landmark 
types: landmarks significant for cultural associations and lai:u:lmarks associated rvfth th¢ Modem Age 
(1935-1970). . 

There are currently five San Francisco landmarks specificaliy related to Africqil Ai.ni;!rican history: the 
!$dame C. J. Walker House (2066 Pine !:)t.); Leo:r;iiµ:ci/roole House (9Q Ceciro Ave.); Sam Jordan's Bar 
(40!'.l44006 Third S~eet); Marcus Bool<s!Jirrµ)Q's. Bop ¢itj (1212~1716 Fillmqre Street); ancl. Ingleside 
Presbyterian Church & Community Center. and The Griat Cloud of Witr}es~es (1345 Ocean Ave.). In 
addition, the Eucalyptus trees at 1661 Octavil} Street are laricirp.a:i:~ trees and ~strutjures of Merit" due to 
their association with Mary EJ).en Pleasant. 

Less than 5% of Landmark buildings were COI\Sl:rµc;ted a£ter 1930, reSt:ilting in few deSignated buildings 
designed in a modem or vemacu1ar style, $oi:Jie ~arilpll:!S of Lan4n!.~ks r!!p:res~ting .modern or 
vei:Qacular styles include the Cowell Hou5e.(l.7l S.anMarcos Avenue), V.c;.. :Mol'.ris Gift Shop (140 Maiden 
LCIIle), c;:athedral School for Boys, part of th~ G,;ac;e Qathedra1 Clo~ Lancbllill:k designatlon (1051 Taylor 
Street), Rincon Annex Post Office (101-199 Mission Str~et), and the Crown-Zellerback Building (1 Bush 
Street/523 Market Street). 

INTEGRllY 
The Third Baptist O:mrch Complex maintains a high level :of physical integrity. See attaehed Landmark 
DeSignation Report for further analysis. · · · 

P-IARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES 
EXterior and interior character-defining features of the bell tower, church building, and 
administrative/gymnasium building are identified in the attached Landmark Def?ignati9n Report 
beginning on page 22. 

aoUNDARIES OF THE LANDMARK SITE 

The proposed landmark site encompasses Assessor's BlOck 0.778, Lot 013 - on wlJi¢ tb,e subject property 
is located. · · 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION 

Based on the Departrrient's analysis, the Third Baptist Church Complex is individually eligible for Article 
10 Landmark designation for its association wit;h eveµt~ ~~ !i!:'e &i~cimtly assodated with San 
Francisco's social, ethnic, and civil rights hlstofy, ill? well as a representative example of ecclesiastical 
architecture in the Western Addition. The J)epartmerit rec;op:ull~ds t}:uit the Historic Preservation 
CommisSion approve the proposed designation of 1399 Mc;Alliii~er as <J. S;rit FranciSc:o landmark. 

The Historic Preservation Commission may recommend · approval; disapproval, or approval with 
modifications of the proposed IDitiation of the Third· .Baptist chmi::h Complex as a San Francisco 
landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code to the Board of Supervis9rs pm.SU.ant to Planning Code 
Section 1004.1. If the Historic Preservation CommisSion approves the fuitiatiort, a copy of the motion of 
approval is transmitted to the Board of Supervisors, which holds a public hearing on the designation and 
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Cas~ Numb.er 2017:-0Q4024DE:s 
Third Baptist Chm;ch Compl~ ~399 McAllis~ei: Sb;eet 

ID!lY approve, modify or disapprove the designation (Section 1004.4). l£ the Historic P;reservation 
CQnui)iS~o:q ~pproves the proposed designation, such action shall be final! except upon the filing of a 
~alj.d appeal t<;> the Board of Supervisors within 30 days (Section 1004.5). 

ATTACHMENTS 

A. Draft Resolution initiating designation 
B. Draft Landmark D~signation Report 
C. Draft Lancbrtark Ordinance 
D. Letters.qf Support 
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.DRAFT 

- LANDMARK DESIGNATION REPORT 

Third Baptist-Church Complex 
1399 McAllister Street 

DRAFT Arf;ir:!e 10 .L~dmark De,sign11tion Report submitted to the Historic Preservation Commi~on August 16, 2017 

City and County of San Francisco 
Edwin M. Le~. Mayor · 

[Type text] 

Planning Department 
John Rahaim, Director 
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Cover; Thi,rd Baptist Church, 2017. 

The Historic Preservation COmmission (BPq is a seven-~ember body that mal<es recoinmendation8 
to the Board of Supervisors regarding the designation of landmark buildings and districts. The · 
regulatio~ gov~.lap.dmail<s a,nd landnwrk districts are fol,l!ld in Article rn of the Planiting Code. 
TheHPC is staffed by the San Francisco Planning Department. 

This praft Landmark. Desigriation Report is subject to possible revision and amendment during the initiation 
rm.4 desigwitlon, process. (Jn.ly (a,n~µge c:cmtained within the Article .10 desigruition: ordinanc.e, adopted by the 
. San.Francisco Board of Super'Qisors, ,;i:iould be regarded as final. · 
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Third Baptist Church Complex 
1399 McAllister Street 

Church constructio11 date: 1952 
Architect: William F. Guntii.sori 

Youth Center and Fellowship:~uildingconstruction date: ~956 
Architect: Alfred W. Johnsa·n 

This Article 10 Landmark DesignatiQn Report provides documentation and assessment to demonstrate 
the historical, cultural, or architectural significance for the purpose of local designation as a San 
Francisco City Landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code. This document may referetlce 
pr~ous studies and supporting dom:Q-tentation, such as historic·oontext statements, surveys, state or . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
national historic registries, and or :other comparable documents. For more information regarding 
supporting documentation and source material~ please reference the materials listed in the 
bibliography. · . 

PROPERlY INFORIVJATION 
Block and Lot: 0778/013 

Owner. Third Baptist Chilrch 

Original Use: Church 

Current Use: Churcli. 

Zoning: RM-1 Residential-Mixed, Low Density 

BUILDING DESCRIPTION 
The Third Baptist Church Complex is Iocateci at the s9utheast co.mer of Pierce and McAllister Streets in 
the Alamo Square Landnu\rk Disj:Jict, part of the larger We8fem Addition neighborhood jn San 
Francisco. The church complex is comprised of two bllildings, including a main churcl). building in 
which the sanctuary is located, and a youth center and fellowship btillcji.ng which houses a gymnasium, 
assembly hall, classrooms, conf£!!ence room$, ·<!rid administrative offices. The site also includes a 
prominent, detached bell tower that fronts MCAnister Street;. as well as a parking lot sited at the 
northeast comer of the parcel. Third Baptist Church con:unfSsioned·architect, William F. Gunnison, to 
design the sanctuary and bell towel'. ~ J95?, 'Ihe youth j::¢11ter and. fellowship building was designed by 
architect, Alfred W. Johnson, and buil.t iii 195.6. , .. 

Bell Tower 

The site's most prominent visual feature is the detached bcll tower, which is visible from the nearby 
Alamo Square Park and surrounding blo~. ·The eruit and west elevations of the bell tower each display 
three raised vertical bands rising 11p to about. two-thirds the height of the tower, while twelve 
omamental square voids adorn the· remairiing top third of i:he bell tower. The north and south elevations 
each feature a wide, raised vertical band lightly scored with a square incision pattern. A vertical pattern 
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of £our·square voids. fills the top third of the f:ower on the porth and Bouth elev;;ltions. Tlie low~ It~ of 
the north· elevation features a vertical ribbon of wood windows with divided lites. The bell tower is. 
capped with an o:r:namental cross, ;;idded t() the structure in 1959. 

Church Building 

The church building was designed by William F. Gunnison and erected in 1952. Built .c;if frame 
const:rUctiori, the stru~e is orie story (double-height) with mezzanine and partial b~ent . .It is 
recJ:angul;n" in plan and features a hipped roof and prominent courtyard entrance at the comer of 
MCAltist~ pp.d :rierce Streets. · · · 

1'.h~ chtn:t:;l( s primary fa~de faces :n,ort.h ·aJ1d is. clad in stucco, as are the east and we5t elevations. The 
front m.tr!'!Pce. of the chtl!ch is aCCE?Ssil?l~.f(oJ11 a circular, concrete courtyard. A curved red brick staircase 
leads: irp.to. the courtyard; which~ mw.d. :With terracotta tile placed to form the shape of a, smr cav~g 
~oSt· of the cow;tyard. An octagonal baptismal font clad in Roman brick is sited at the cen~ of the . 
cowty«rd and c,>f the ·stat. ColUinrtS support a. curvilinear entablature overhead. Terracotta terrazzo 
deoorat~s the foot of the. doo~y, whi& ·iJ>· recessed and charac!:etized by thr~ p;rirs of metal frame 
glass doors. · 

The churctf s f~est:J;atj.on con8ists of wood wlri.dows with divided lites, a numl:>er· of dqt,tbl~;ttµng w9od 
windows with horlZontal muntin$, and a. single, inset{ wood:-frame, qoss-shaped winclow at the cent~ 
of the .Primary (north) fa~de. All windows are filled with textured yellow glass. The east and west 
elevations ~o contam wood windows wlth divided lites, which repeat in a vertically:-oriented pattern 
r~~bling a .ribbon. Orn;;unentatiori includ~ incised squares around the entrance -0,f the sgnq4ary, .BP-d 
raised vertical bands extending from the ground floor to the roof on the north and east eJevati~ns: Due 
to a 1q.tei addition to the rear of the church building, the south elevation is characterized by horizontal. 
pallited wood 1>iding. On thew~ clwation, toW;;itds the 1>outhwest comer of the i:i.d<il.tion, a.r.~ tw~ n:iet:al 
sash slider windows filled with textured opaque glass. 

1he interior of the church consists of a vestibule/lobby, sanctuary, second-story m~anin¢, ~A a partial 
ba~emenf that houses offices. A wall and.secorid set of doors separate the lobby from the sanctqruy. The 
me.zzanirt¢ is lo.rated .overh~d, .above the· vestibule at the north side of the building, The sanctuary, 
which ~omp~ the vast majority of the i.nt~or space, is a large,. rectangular room containing rows of 
pews in the nave. divided by a central i!isie leading up to the altar to the south. Stained:w:ood 
wainscotirtg runs along ·all fotir interior walls, and the east and west mterior wafui feature I~ng,.verl:ical 
ribbons of :woqd Win:dows With divided Jites and textured yellow glass that illuminate the sanctuarj 
with wami; yellow light. While the C:hllrcli exterior demonstrates a modem architectural approach, ·i:he 
builili.hg'~ interior .displays a number of traditlortal elements, including wooden trusses with shaped 
brackets, brass ha.nging . lainps, and wood paneled ceiling. The pulpit, altar, and choir loft are 
construO:ed ofwood.<llld raise4. and ~sed into the south end of the church. The choir loft hoU.Ses 
church organs and a drum set, which according to Reverend Amos C. Brown, pay homage to both the 
Western ~c;i. African musl.ail traditions that have influenced the Baptist faith.I Red fabric curtains·adom 
the south waJl belrl:nd the chob: }pft with two identical decorative organ pipe systems flanking eitl\er Side 
of the curtains. Behind the curtains is a second baptismal, which is regularly used by the congregi~J;ion 
unlike the baptismal in.the eXterior courtyard. On the ceiling above the choir loft are 18 recessed sqttares 
that enhance. the acoustics of the space while mimicking decorative elements of the ext~or facade(> arid 
bell tower. 

1 Amos C. Brown,.Pasto(lhiro Baptist Cnur~h. personal i:ommunlcation, June 9, 2017. 
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Youth Cen.ter and Fellowship Building 

Designe{.i by· architect, Alfred W. Johnson, and constructed in 1956 a5 an addition, the youth center arid 
fellowship building is a two-story with mezzanine rectangular structure with a flat roof. The north 
fa~de is inset from the outer edges and reads as a mostly solid wall with the. excepti~ of ? majti-Hi:e, 
wood sash, vertical ribbon window with textured yellow glass, located at the west end, 6.f the !ront 
fa~d.e, J]le v~cal ribbon window stands out as the primary decorative feamre of the building. Directly 
below the mUlti-lite window is a canopy covering a groi:ind floor entrance to the bllildirig. Two 
additional entrance5f as well as two multi-lite, wood sa5h, horizontal ribbon Windows v,i:ith yellow 
textured giass complete the fenestration of the ground floor exterior. 

The interior of the youth center and fellowship builditlg li.i: t)le ground floor contains Clsse.mbly 1>pa,ce, 
conference ro01ps, and small classrooms and offices for the church'~ ¢dt,icational progrllnlS. A doiible
height gy;o:u;iasiu,m comprises the second floor of the 1956 addition and features simple trusses, 
skflights~ and hardwood floors. Administration offices fill the mezzanine. 

Photos of the blJ.ilding can be found in Exhibit C. 

CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION 
Criterion A. ,Eilints:. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns ofour history. 
CriteriDn B, Persons: A.ssociated wjth the lives of persons significant iri 01,If past. 
Criterion c.. Architecture: Embody distinctive , characteristics ~f a type, period, . or method of 
conSti-udion, ~~ that represent a significant and distinguishable ·entity whose components may lad< 
indiVi.dual distinction. · . . . . ..... 

PERiOD OFS..IGNIFICANCE 
i.952-1971 

The :Period of Siiruflall1ce for the Third Baptist Cllurch Cmnplex is 1952~ 1971, reflecting :the year the 
clu.irch ~as b~ilt under the leadership of Reverend Frederick Dou$las Iiayn~s, Sr. tlirotj&h ·the .last 
year he rem;:tined as pastor. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Third Baptist Church Complex is significant for the role jt h,iu; .playe4 in the social, ecpnomic, and 
political advancement of African Americans in San Francisco Un.der. the guidance of civil tight:S leader, 
Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr.; and as a rare and notable example of Midcentury Mod,ern 
ecclesiastical architecture in San Francisco. 

Found~d. in 1852 as the First Colored Baptist Church of San Francisco, i:hird Baptist Church (renamed 
in 1855) was the first black Baptist congregation formed wes( of t:1ie.Rotj<y Mountain.sand remali:ted 
the only black Baptist church in San Francisco until the early 1940~· ·Jhlough .its many .coritmunity
oriei;ited activities, Third Baptist Church has played an important role in promoting black community 
leadership as well as the social, economic, and political advaI1cement of African· Amerlc:ans in San 
Francisco. 
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Longtime pastor of Third Baptist Chu,rch, Reverend Fred.er.id< Douglas Haynes Sr., who served in that 
capacity from 1932 to 1971, · emerged as a highly influential leader in San Francisco's civil rights 
movement. Haynes participat~ in the l~:mgshoreman strike of 1934., the struggle to end race-based. 
hiring restrictions at the Pacific telephone & Telegrap}). Company, and wai; part of the Black . . . 

Ministerial Alliance, a group of black ministers who organized action against housing and job 
discrimination in black communities. In 1945, he was the first African American to run for a position 
on the San Francisco Board of Supervisors, running again in 1947 ITTJ.d 1.951. Altl;iough he never h~d 
office, he paved the way for Terry A. Francois to become the city's ;first African American member of 
the Board of Sup.ervisors in 1964. In 1996, the subsequent. pastor of Third Baptist Chur~ Rev~end 
Dr. Amos C. Brown, became the city's second African American member of the Board of Supervisors. 
During the tenure of Reverend Ikown, the congregation's legacy of social justice activism and 
community leadership continues to the present day. 

Third Baptist Church is among seveJ;al black protestant cllu;rches tQils(ruc~ed in San Francis.co during 
the postWar period. It is als~ one of. the .first churches in the city that broke from Ute traditional 
represent;~tions of eccles.~~t:i~. d~sign to produce a new, simplified architectural expression that was 
thought to better articulate prqtesta.P.t peliefs fPrough its simple and straightforward design approach. 
Many of these design elements are alSo characferlstjc of the Midcentury Modern style, whicll 
developed after World War U and became popular among Christian Churches built during thafperiod. 
The current church building loca,ted :at MCAliister and. Pierce $treet represents the congregation's third 
church building, constructed by and :fpi the congregation ln 195Z-t95i;i. l.ts construction was part of a 
larger trend, as the two other pioneer black churches in San Francisco - FU;st AM.E. Z~on and Bethel 
A.M.E. Church - similarly erected Midcentury Modem church btrildings in the Western Addition in 
·the years following World Wi:ir I.I. Newiy ei;~b~hed prote1>t~t !;;QngregatioP$ furthered this trend by 
adopting modern aesth«:?tics and design features, as opposed to the more tr~ditional features that had 
characterized earlier places of worship. 'thlrd Baptist Church stands out as art excellent example of 
protestant church architecture d~ignecl in the Midcentury M:odern style that developed in San 
Francisco during the postwar period, and retains a high degree of physical integrity. 

INTEGRllY 
The seven aspects of integrity used by the National Register of Historic Places, the California Register 
of Hii;torical ·· Resources, ~d Article 10 of the Planiririg Cod¢ are: locati<;m, design, materials, 
workinanship, setting, feeling, ancl ;:is:m$.tiQn in.relatio;n to the period of significance and criteria for 
designationidentified above. The property maintains integrity in.all sevep. aspects. 

The Third Baptist Church Complex maintains a high degree of integrity as it relates to the ch~ch's · 
historic significance as a beacon of black community leadership, and as an advocate for the social, 
economic, and political advanc~m~t of A:6ican.Atneric~·in S~ Francisco. The complex maintains 
the same location and setting since its construction fo:t: the Third Baptist congregation in i952~ 1956 
under the guidance of Reverend Frederick Oougla,s Haynes, Sr. through the end of ita period pf 
significance in 1971. The complex aiso mamtains strong £.eclmg and association with its historical 
significance as it continues to be owned .and operated by· Third Baptist Church. The congregation 
remains the largest black Baptist congregation in Nprthem California and continues to ca,rry on its . . . . . .. 
legacy of social activjsm. The interior spaces ·of both .the chtµ"ch .and the youth center and fellowship 
lJµJlding convey the complex's. histoncal use as a Chur~ assembly space, and educational venue -
uses that rontinue to the present. 
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The 'JJrlrd Baptist Omrch Complex also maintains a .high degree of physical integrity in the areas of 
design, materials, and workmanship. Few alterations have been made to the buildings since their 
constru.ction. According to buil(iing permit records, the "4ouble face church cross sign" that sits atop 
the bell tower was added in 1959. Several in-kind repairs and a modest.horizontal addition were made 
to the rear of the sanctuary after it was damaged by a fire in 1961. Other minor alteratiqns include the 
installation of handicap doors in 1987 and the sea.ling of two interiqr doo:rs in·t:he church assembly hall 
in 1993. As the alterations were minor in scqpe, the buildings retai:ri signi£ieant integrity of design and 
materials to convey both their architectural ~ci historical signilicanc~. . . . .. 
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HlSTORJC CONTEXTS 

Early Church HistotY 

Foilnded in 1852 during the Gold Rush perlod, The First Colored Baptist chm.ch of San Francisco 
Qa.ter 'fldrd ~apf:i$t Church), was the fii:st J;)~ack Baptist congregation for:µied west of the Rocky 
Mountains. Many African Americans had come to Oilifornia during the Gold Rqsl\ period either as 
free men and women from the Northeast or as slaves frQm the American South who ru;rived with their 
owners and later purchased or petitioned local courts for their own freedom.2 As described in the 
JJraft African Americtm Historic Context Sfate1]1.¢1it, black religious organi.zatioruf began to form in San 
Frru:i.cisco during the mid-nineteenth century: · 

By the f:Qne African Americans first stru;ted arriving in Calllornia they had already built a 
thriving religious tradition apart from. m$.I.lile White Prot~t Chrl$~ty. Two group$ 
that splintered off from the Methodi$t Church :in the early nin~eenth century were the 
African Methodist Episcopal (AM.E) Bethel Church from Philadelphia and the A.M.E. Zion 
Church from New York. By the 1850s, !;>lack BaptiSts and Pres~rians had also founded 
separate churches catering to African American$ in San Franciscp, At !:h~e i:;hurches, all. of 
Which were located at the edges of Chinatown, African Americans could worship in their own 
space and according to their own traditions. The churche8 afao served as important 
community gathering places, where news was -exchanged, friendShips fanned ;md r~orced, 
and business discussed.a 

After being forced to sit in the balcony at the white-dominated First Baptist Church, a group of black 
Baptists in 1852 convened at the private residence of William and Eliza DaV;is, focated on Kearny 
Street, and decided to form their own Baptist congregation - the First Colored Baptist Chitrch. Among 
jts founders were Abraham Brown, Thomas Bwidy, Thomas Davenport, Millie Denton, Henry Fields, 
George Lewis, and Fieldjng Sp°Ots.4 . · 

L.ocational ;History . 

In 1854, two years .after it was founded, the FirsfColm:ed Baptist Church moved into its first church 
building on Grant Street (formerly Dupont Street) between Greenwich and Filbert Streets. The church, 
which changed its name to Thi;rd Baptist Chwc.h ·m, .1855 to "refJ.ect its emergence as the third 
communion of Baptists founded in the city an.cl its. de&ire ·to be an :iricl~si:Ve <:hurch without ;racial 
designations," moved to a_ building at Bush and Powell Streets in 1896. 5 That-building, however, was 
de::;troyed during the 1906 earthquake and fire. In i90~1 l;lie congregati.oi:i. built.a new church structure 
at Hyde and Clay Streets in the Nob Illil neighborhood where i~ stayeg for 44 years until the mid
twentieth century when the congregation outgrew it. Jn. 1952,· Third Baptist Chwch relocated to the 

2 State of California Department of Parks and Recreation; Application for Registration of Historical Landmark fo(Third Baptlst Chµrch, 
1642-44 Grant Avenue; Tim Kelley Consulting, ·The Alfred Williams Consultancy, V!lrPlanc~ Historic Re$9Uice Consulting, and the San 
Francisco Planning Department, Draft African American Citywide Histqric Cafitext Stqtemetit (U_rip1,1bl(sheo O~aft. 2015), 16-17, 
3 Kelley, Williams, VerPlanck, San Francisco Planning Department 33. 
4 State of California Department of Parks and Recreation, Applicaticm for Registration of Historical l.im.dmark for Third Baptist Church, 
1642-44 Grant Avenue · · · · 
5 Third Baptist Church, Thlrdbaptist.org/tbc-yesterday, accessed April 4, 2017. 
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Western Addition where many of the city's African American resic1.ents lived-:- a pa:tten:i that occurred 
among many of the" older pioneer African .Arn~ri.;:ai.l .chU:rches'' Q.uririg thi~ ti.pi~ period.6 

Previous Sites of Third Baptist Church 

Thircl Bajllist ChlH'Ch was 
foum;lcd in August of l8fi2 in 

the hi:imc of William and Eliza 
Utwis on ~<'.>a,rily Sttcc~. 

1854-1866: The origfrial site· of Third Biiµtist Chureh wa.c; (;~ Grtl nt Street 

{f9rmerly Dupont Stn1e\.i b1:1t.woon G~mvii.:h and l:"'ilbert 

1867·1868 
Sito on Jime and ~atoma 
S~ts {nenT Howard and 

Sec9nd Stl-eets) 

Site on S11S4 nnd l'O\"'.eli 
Btteets 

lsii9.isos 
'rile ptciperfr.:waa <1effl.r11yeci by r.re 

in the 1906 earthqu·aka, A new 
cliutcb w;Li\ lnlili. i~ lPOf!, 

1908-1952 
~itc o.n. ijyde and Clay Sti:eet<;. 

Previous sites of Third Baptist Church, excen>ted from tlJe ,book; Third B~ptist Chu.rch of San Francisco 15ot11 
Anniversary Celebration: 1852-2002 (Courtesy Third. BaptistChu.rch) 

6 Kelley, Williams, VerPlanck, San Francisco Planning Depa~ment, 108. 
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Ministerial History 

The church had no permanent pastor from 1852 to 1856, 'during which time white supply ministers 
presided over church services. Tl:rlrd Baptist hired its first black pastor, Reverend Charles ·Satchell, in 
1856 .. Satchell came to San Francl,sco. vi.<!.. Cincip:qatj and was a leader in the Abolif;ioni&t Moveip,ent fl~ 
and the subsequent pastors of Third Baptist Church are documented in the S.tate of Ca}ijomiti 
Applicµtion for Registration of Historical Landmark for 1642-44 Grant Avenue {the church's original 
location.): · · · 

Reverend Charles Satchell wa.s the first regular pastor and the £irst African American pastor. 
He had been coIDmissioned b.y the Home Mission Board of the American BaptiSt Co:iwenticiri 
to establiSh churches in the :Midwe!it during the early 1850's. Other p<i!>tOrS servmg the cl;Lutch 
during the first eight decades were: Thomas Howell, Arnold Med.berry, John FranP!i, J;l3. 
Knight, b.C. Wheeler, John R Young, Qeorge Duncan, J.H. Kelly, J.M. Riddle, Allen Newman! 
J,A. Denriis, ElbertMoore, and James :I), W~lson. The membership fluctuated .between 13 .and 
243.7 

Satchell had started a tr~ditiqn of social activism and · 
conlln..tmity leadership' at ' Tltir4 ''Baptist. '¢htn::ch that 
endured i:rver : .the • eruiuirig de~ade~. •ThiS fraditfon 
~PP.4ed :even incite so during the 40-:,y~ar · te11ute of 
R,everend Frederick. Dou~ Haynes, Sr., and. ~yentually 
under theJeadership of Reverend Amos c; Brown, Third 
Baptist's cur:tent pastor.a As described in the church's 1601h 

Armiversary Pocumentary, '.Third Baptist Church emerged in 
the late nineteenth century as an "U:tstitution of survival 
and provided creative means of dllling forth pride in 
achie:veii:te;nt to · disprove the. as~ption of Negro 
inferioritf ,"9 It remained. the only bfock a.<ipti.st church in. 
San Francisco. through the 194ps~ evenhially blossoming 
into the !Brgest: black Baptist:· congregation irt northern 
California, :+¢~po;t.1$U>le for· fost¢iint; generlition8 of black 
community leaders and activ:i,a~;10 

Souvenir Program showing fonner location of 
· Third Bapi:!st Church at Hyde and Clay Streets 

(Courtesy Califorriia Historical Society) 

r State of California Department of Parks and Recreation, Application for Registration of Historical Landmark for Third Baptist .Church, 
1642-44 Grant Avenua · 
~ Jbid.; Third Baptist Church, "Third Baptist Church of San Francisco: 160fh Anniversary Documentary,• 2012; Third Baptist Churcti, 'Thirif 
Baptist Church of San Francisco 15(111 Anniversary Celebration, 1852-2002, San Francisco: CC JnnerVisions, 2003. · 
9Third13aptist C~µj"ch, 'Third Baptist Churi::h ofJ~ari .Francisco: 160lh Anniversary Documentary,' 2012. 
10 For more inf9rmation about the early hlsto.ry of Third Baptist Church, see the Application for Registration of Historical Landmark for Third· 
Baptist Churqh, 1~2-44 Gf8!1( Avenu?1:i11cluded il) the appendix. · · 
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Blµck Coinmunity formation in theWes.t~rn Addition 

J;ly the mid-twentieth century, ThirCi Baptist:' s q:irigregation had grown to the point where its home at 
Hyde and Clay Streets could no. lo~ger accommodate all who sought to worship th~e. As a result, 
church leadership devised Plans for the building pf a new church in the Western Addition, w:h~e a 
significant percentage of the city's }:;Ia~ p0ptAa:tiQri lµld lived since the years following the 1906 
earthquake and fjre. The neighborhood's ql~d< populatipn continued to increase during the l920s and 
19308, making the Western Atldition "the centef\ofBlacldife before World War II."11 . 

The war years brought ev~ more Ab;i~ Am.erkans to the neighborhood, as tens of thousands of 
South!'!fn blacl<s relocated fo San Francisco to work iii. the newly established wartime shipyards and 
defensl:? plants~ and found. few other h<msing c;;p.tioQ8 in the city.12 Following the ·enactment of 
President Frank1m P~ano Roose.velt'.s a?ceqi!ive ·orcler 9066 and the subsequent evacuation and 
in~cer~tion pf Japanei>e and Japanese Americans from San Francisco's Nihonmachi, or "Japanese. 
People's Town," located Within the Western Addition, .hUhdreds of properties were made vacant This 
resulte.d in.the. availability of hc;msffi.g qpi;ic;>:i;is in the Western Addition to the newly arrived Afr.ican 
Am~icafy;.13 

African Americans continued to movf! tc;> the. neighborhood in the years following the war, 
encouraged by real estate agents and racist :practices and policies such as redlining ·and racial 
covfuinJ.t:s $laded in the dty' s new re5idence parks~ all of which limited residential optioris. fot 
African Americans in San Franciseo. These .dynaffiies and. the g;rowth of an African Am,eyjciin. e).\cl~ve 
in the Western Addition _are described :in. ltte Prt;ift 4fric;an American Historic Context Statement: 

D.uring the postwar period, real estate agents continued to funnel African American.S ~~o. tlw 
neighborhoods where they already had· a strong presence, especially the Weste;rn Ad<iltioi:t. 
:By 19;;0, ~he I<iilmore Distric!'s::i6 l>lodss, oi;.ginally designed to accommodat~ 50-to-70-people 
per acre, were reportedly housing upwards of 200 people per acre. By 1960, more, thari one:. 
thfrd of San Francisco's African American population lived in the Western Addition, 
comprising 46 percent of the.neigbP_QrhQod's population.14 

The Western Addition during this period blossomed into the primary hub of black a,tl:tµJ:e ?nd 
communitt in San Francisco, with chttrches pla0.ng an important role in this growing community. 
Prior to the war, ;:is described in the Draft Africmi American Historic Context Statement, mos~ AfriCan. 
Americans attended. one of the three "pion~er,· black churches in the city~ First A.M.E. Zio:n,. }3e1;hel 
A.M.E:, or Third Baptist Church, all _of W'hich originally operated in the Chinatown/facific Hei~ts 
area. Fi!St A.M.E.. Zion, ho~ever, had mc;>yed to.1.669 Geary Street in the Western Addition in 1912 
after its. build,ing was. destr.oyed in the 1906 earthquake and fire (the Geary Street location was· later 
demolished durlng the Redevelopment ~a). New churches, such as El-Bethel Baptist Omrch 
established in 1941 at 1320 Golden Gate Avenue, were also formed to serve the Western Addition's· 
growing black ~mmunity. lJ,1 a ~trat~~c--effort to l~cate nearer to its expanding membership :base, 
both Third Baptist Church and Bethel A.M..E: Church relocated to the Western Addition after the 

11 Kelley,Willi~m~. VerPlanck, Sao Francisco. Planning Department, 55. 
12 Kelley, WiJli;:ims; VerPlanck, San Francisco Planning Department, 79; Donna Graves and Page & Turnbull, Japantown Histpric.CqnJext 

Statement, San Francisco: Page ·&rumbull, 2011, 44. · · · · · 
13 Graves and Page & Turnbull, 42-45. 
14 Kelley, Wiiiiams, VerPlanck, San Francisco Planning Department, 92. 
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war.15 Third Baptist Qi.urch purchased the property at Pi~ce and McAllister Streets for :its n!;:!W 

location, which at the time was horn~ to t:he :i;n~ii:>n df CA.ptain Charles Goodall. 

l5Jbid. 

Above: Workers remove the turret on the observatory in the .cupola of the former mansion of Captain 
Charles Goodall at Pierce ani:I McAllister Streets, which was demolished and replaced with Third Baptist 
Church In 1952 (Courtesy San Francisco Public Library Phc;ito Collection) 

left:: Deacon of Third Baptist ·Church, C.A. 
H.arris, speaks with news reporter .on the 
roof of the farmer Char.leis Goodall Mansion 
where Third Baptist church now stands, 
circa 1952. Newscopy from San Francisco 
News-C?ll Bulletin describing the photo 
reads: "C.A. Harris, Deacon of Third Baptist 
Church, tells a hews reporter :of work by 
membeJ? of his q>ngregation i.n de111ollshlng 
pioneer mansion and their plans to use 
much of the old timbers in the construction 
of a new, modem ·church on the site.a 
(Courtesy of San Francisco Public Library 
Photo Collection) 
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Midce.ntury Modern Ecclesiastical Arctiltecture in San Francisco 

The Third Baptist Church Complex, located at McA.Ili$ter and Pierce Streets, represents the 
congregation's third house of worship, constructed by and for the congregation beginning in 1952. It 
was one of the first black protestant churches q:>l;-iS~cted in San Francisco during the postwar era, 
and its design aesthetic represented a departure from the traditional Cath.olic-influenced architecture 
th.at had characterized nearly all Christian clmrcit bU.il4i.rtgs up U.ntil th.e mid-i:Wetitieth. century. In 
a<ldition, the Thi.td Baptist Church Complex ·fea~es design elements characteristic of th.e Midcentury 
Modem style. 

Third Baptist Builds New Church in the Weste:rnAddition 

fu 1950 under the leadership of Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr.; .Third Baptist ChlJ!ch 
purchased the property at th.e northwest comer of P.ierce and McAllister St;reets,. 01,1 :w:hich sat the 
former mansion of Charles Goodall (built 1859) and detj.sed pl~ to ereC::.t three buildings on the site 
tha,twould comprise the church. Two of the three planned buildings- the roam church bllilding and a 
youth center and fellowship building-were ·complete.d. 

'1'11...* 

HllJLDING eel~~ 
.&-.:1.J, l!1't f,· r 1:h1. J M c~mm;, )\fa.;._,\. M

.111J Ln H· i,::. ""· (;h~in1i111, StinJmi! ~ 
· l1. !-:1ow::i1M,nrit.rt~'11tfor 

---c'-

Left: Members of the Building Commission, .circa.1952 (Courtesy ailifomia Hist:Orical SocletY) · 
Right: Members of the Building Con:imlssion with Rev:.Fre~~rii::k D, Haynes 5(. (pjctu(ed bottom left) viewing 
plans for the new Third Baptist Church building at.MCAiiister and .Pierce Streets, cli'ca ~952. (CQu.~sy Third 
Baptist <;:hurch) 

The permit for the new church building was approved on May i6, 1952 ~d the bui.J.ding was 
constru~ted by October of the same yeai:. A 19&2 aP:icle entitled, "Negro Baptists Migrate,"- offers an 
account of th.e opening of th.e new building, which took place on October 21, 1952: 

8/24/?-01.7 

It was a great moment for the sisters and broth.ers of "Third Baptist" when, fresh from 
celebrating their centenary, they sang .theil: last. praises in the old church, and marched in a 
phalanx to the new. Each of them wore a white card bearing their name and the. sub th.ey were 
subscribing for the occasion. The cutting of the nbbon which formally ·operieP. the doors of the 
new sanctuary was peifonned by Deborah Johnson,· !;he youngest member of the church, 
under the eye of Lee Robinson, Chairman of the Buil.ding Coi:nmiSsion. Letters of 
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c::o:ngratul,ations came from the White Hoµse, froJ:Il G_ovemor Earl Warren, and from the 
church leaders; and Mayor Elmer Robinson spoke at.~ Ill~ting at which the platform included 
Judge Twain Michelson of the Superior Court of Sl1, ;ind Cecil Poole, Ne~o Peputy District 
Atto:rney for SF County.16 

:r ... 11 .... _ _,.., '11-

/},bove:·Members of Third Baptist Church with Rev. Frederick D. Haynes, Sr, during dedication 
ceremony for the site of the new church, circa 1952. (Courtesy Third Baptist Church} 

Above: Member5 of Thir.d. Baptist Church lay the c;omer.stoneJot the new ·church b1,1ilding a~ 1399 
· · McAllister Street, ·1952. · 

(Courtesy Third Baptist Church) 

1a 'Religion: f)!egro Baptists Migrate,• Frederick D. Haynes Sr. family papers, California Hi~orical Society 

8]24/20i7. 

658 

16 



The SF Bay Cities Baptist Union 341h Annual Report offers a de~cdpti_qn of tl;le new .$.urch buUding: 

Jn places to be seen from afar are such fl$1gs as the cross atop the tower of the new Third 
Baptist Oiurch. Located at Pierce and M.cAilister Streets, it is. Visible £romp~ of downtown. 
The sanctuary, now complete, is prol?ably t}i.e largest Baptist sandtim:y to. bl;:l huilt in the a+ea 
in many generations. This. impressive building is together with several others, a tribute not 
only to the vision and sacrifice of the pastor arid members, but a1So to the business effl.<;iepcy . 
and willing labors of the Bay Cities Baptist Dnitm.''1?' 

Irt.1956, a two-story with mezzanine building was constructed for use as youth classrooms, assembly 
space, and a gymnasium. While there was a desire and subsequentfundraising effort te> 1).uikJ. a 
second youth building in the location of the Pirr~tp<1Iking lot, those plans djd no~ materialize.18 

: ·.Wk Can j!ed IA1 CAa/111111 1 · 

WITH THE LORD'S HELP 
1l!,U.~x;J:yz,4.) 

·~~-

L1rs 'dmith lh fol 
In 

NINETEEN GLORIOUS DAYS 
·Beginnlng August 4th 

CalJromla fllstorical Society 

Left: Fundralsing brochure depicting proposed youth center in ·foreground (riot constructed) 13longsi(:le 
existing ct\urch and auxiliary building (Co1,11:tesy Galifomla Hi~torical Society) 
Right: 112t11 Anniversary program brochure, 1964, showing t.he planried youth building that was not 
constructed (Courtesy Galifornia Historical Society) 

17 Sf Bay Cities Baptist Union 34fh Annual Report, 28, date unknown, Frederick D. Haynes Sr. family papers, California Historical Society 
~h . 
1s Frederick D. Haynes Sr. family papers, California Historical Society 
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African A.mericanPrPte.stant Architecf;µral EXp.ressioJt in San Franc.ispo 

The congregation's relocation to the Western Addition in the years following World War II and the 
new, simplified architectural ~ression of i.ts church building represented a larger trend, as the city's 
two other "pioneei' black cliurches - F~t A),1:.E. Zion and BeUlel A.M.E. Church - commissioned 
architect-designed church buildings in the nei8hborhood during the same rune period. 

In . addition, newly established protestant congregati()ns that formed· to 5erye the neighborhood's. 
growing African American population conb:ib.ll.ted to this treiid by adopung :Q:i.oclem ;;iesthetics and 
design features that naturally aligned with protestant ideals of "simplicity and straightforwardness," 
and which con;espond to their beliefs in ;,ui"immediate personal relaf;ionship ofxnan to God."19 First 
l\.M.E. Zion (21.59 Golden Gate Ave.) s~~s sip;IU!ll" character~tiC? wi,$ Thii.4 B.~p~t· Chwm ;Sµch as 
its simple geometric elements, inclurung: a flat! inset P.~:iri:uny fa~ade, prominent tower. structure, bare 
cross, aI1d vertically-oriented panel of solid-tolored1. square-shaped multi-lit~ windows. Bethel A.M.E. 
Chmch, the tltird <:>£the pi.oneer ww~es~ :JllQVed into its new church bitil~g ~t 91.6. Lf1Suna Street in 
1969. It too, departS aesthetically froiJ1 ~arlie;r eccles~astical arcltltectu;raj. trad,itions, emphasizing 
simple yet strong geometric shapes and patterns, and solid and unadorned 1'\'alls~ 

Above:.A.M.E. Zion Church {Desiree Smith) Below: Bethel A.M.E. Church (Courtesyfotidpantiies.org) 

. According to Albert Christ-Janer and Mary MiX Foley, authors of Modern Chutc;h Arc1titecture: A guide 
to the form and Epirit of 20th cenf;ury religious b.u#dings, e~ly prott!Stant co:ngrega:tioi:!s m.ov~ into former 
Catholic church buildings during and after tlie Reformation. Catholic arerute<;:tural. traditions, as the 
authors note, often "put oil a display of th~ hie;r~chical powet," J,"esulting in what the authors describe 
as a "tension between the principles and needs of a protestant congregation Citld the symbolic meaniqg 
embodied in the archit~cture of a genuine Cath.olic chmCh."20 While protestant congregations often 
stripped such church interiors of idols or symbolic titnamentation (like· :stained glass, tapestries, 
statues, frescoes), elaborate exteriors (usually designed in the BaroqU,e, Gothic, Renaissance, <;>r 
Romanesque style of architecture) remained .. 21 lit the ilineteen!:h cent:Ury, everi when protestant 
congregations constructed their own church builcfutgs~ ma~y were. reprodu~tlons 0£ earlier, Catholic
influenced styles. It was not until the mid-twentieth century when protestant churches began to 
construct houses of worship that some woiild see.as "an honest expression Of their faith."22 The ideal 

1s Chrtst-Janer and Folye, Modem Church Architecture, 243. 
20 Ibid., 122. 
211bid. 
22 Ibid., 125. 
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"protestant architectural expression," according to Christ-Janer and Fciiey, is simpie in design; avoids 
figurative reptes~ritation, use of idols, or works of art that are not part of the structure itseH; and 
might ll;tciude featUres 5uch as clear, opaque, or single-color stained glass, bate crosses (as opposed. to 
crucifixes), and simple materials. 

The geometri<;: emphases of the vertical ribbon windows with divided lites, decorative square voids 
and hicisions~ ·surtple scored borders, bare crosses, and lack of figurative representation on both the 
exterior and futerior of Third Bapt4;t Church and its amaliary youth cen~ and fellowship buildin:g fit. 
squarely Within the cate~ory of "protestant architectural expression'~ discussed here. 

Third°Baptist Church: A Midcentury Mmlern. Institutional But1ding 

Ip. a4diiio:n, the Utird: Baptist Church Complex contains a nuinber of the design eletnents that ate 
characteristic of the :M:idcentury Modem style, as described in San Francisco Modern Archit~re a1J.r!
Landscape Design 193f5-i970, a historic context statement adopted by the City of San Francisco m 2011 .. 
As related ~ the hl$~orlc context statement: . . . . 

The nunibet of new churches in San 
Fr.inclSco increased 69% from 1935 to 
').955, -By 1955 there were 430 churches in 
San .Francisco. New religious buildings 
were pnmariiy Christian churches and 
:many . embi:aced the exuberant forms 
characteristic of the Midcentury Modem 
and Expressibnist styles ... 

Mjdcentury Modern is a term used to 
describe ~n eXpres~ive, often exuberant 
style that emerged in the decades 
foUowmg.World War ll. Influenced by 
the JnterriatioilaJ. Style and the Second 
Bay T±aditfon, Midcentury Modem 
was a easual, more organic and 
expressive style, and was readily 
applied to a wide range of property 
types. CtiStom-designed houses, 
residential tract developments, 
:churches, and commercial bitildings 
_irtcorporated Midcentury Modem 
design .... 

8/24/2017 

Midcenhtty Modem is the most 
cdmmo11 Modern style built in San 
.Francisco from 1945-1965. The style 
incorporates: an array of design 
elements including cantilevered 
QVEµ"Aililgs, projecting eaves, canted 
Wiri.dows, projecting boxes that en-

Above: Third Baptist Church, March 2i, i953. News copy 
reads, ~CHURCH OF THE WEEK-Third Bapl;ist Church, 
McAllister and Pierce-sts, has served ·the Negro 
population of San·:· Francisco for over 100 . -)iear5, 
celebrating their centennial lasf year. Rey. Frederick t> . 
.Haynes began his ministry with this In 1932 when it was 
located at Hyi;ie ~nd Clay-sts. He reportS marked Increase 
in attendance since moving Into the modern new building 
last December.''(C:ourtesy san Francisi:o Public Library 
Photo Collectlon) 
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frame the upper stories, stucco siding, the use of bright or contrasting colors, spandrel glass, 
la,tge expanses of Windows, flat bi'. shed roof forms, staeked brick veneer, asymmetrical. 
fa(Ca.des, and OCQIBiorutlly verti~l wood siding. Designers of church buildings experini.ertted 
with the new shapes, materials, cladding and colors associated with Midcentury Modem. 
U:mtoric references or revival infh1erttes are notably absent from the Midcentury 1fodern 
style. The term Midcentwy Mod~i:A w~ generated by the public rather than scholars.23: 

The Third. Baptist Church Complex displays a number of features that are chatacleristically 
Mid~enturY Modern, including fla~ roof. fbrms, projecting overhangs, stucco sidins-r. articulated 
primary facades; use of stacked Roman brick veneerr strong right angles and simple cubic forms, a 
courtyard entryway, integrated planters, terrazzo paving, and a projecting vertical element (the 
ornameriqtl cross on top .of the tower).24 As· further mentioned in San Francisco Modern Architecture and 
Landscape-Design 1935-1970, institutional buildings (including churches) designed in the Mi&tentury 
Modern :style frequently incorporated extended rows of steel-sash ribbon windows and brick. accents, 
botli of which are Visfble m the Third .Baptist Church Complex. Other design elemerttS common· to 
Modem architecture more broadly, and which can be seen in the complex, especially m the 1956 
addition, ate .comer windows and an einphasis on the horlzontal.25 

The new arc'hitectural approach of both ~ajidings comprising the Third Baptist Church Complex 
represent-a dramatically different style than the ~ongregation's former Tl.ldor-inspired i908 church 
bwlding at 1269 Hyde Street Third Baptist Clmrch, thus, stands out as a rare and ;notable example of 
th¢ new ¢cclesiastical arcltltecture i:hat d_evelopE!ci. in San Francisco during the postwar period and as 
an example of.a Midcentury Modern inStittitional building .. 

William F. Gunnis.on, Architect 

W.illia:m F. Gunnison (1891-i977) _designed the Church building and bell tower at 1399 McAllister 
Stre~ GµruU.Son practiced architecture i:J:i,:~llli F:rancisco from approximately 1922 to 1941, working 
out of his.· firin located at the Mechanic5-: ItlStifute BUnding. His work consisted mostly of .single and 
mtiltt-fatriily ·residences aitd comnierciaj billldirtgs, among which was the Bharatiya Mandal Hall at 
4,10· ElliS <extant), a contributor to the Uptown Tenderloin National Register Historic District.26 

Alfred W. Johnson, A_ychitect 
. . . . . . . . 

Alfred W. Johnsbil designed the 1956 youth and fi;illowship building that sits next to the 1952 church 
building.· Johnson's .work primarily focu,sed on church, school, and government buildings. Borrt in 
Mt. Shasta, California on May 26, 1908,JohriSon received his education at Cogswell Polytech College, 
Herud' s Engineering School, ·Beaux. Arts Institute of Design, San Francisco Atelier, and the San 
'.Frml.ciS~o:-sd:to.ol of: Bu8iness :Ac:in:ili:tlsti-~tjon. Biographical listi1'gs in the 1956, 1962, and i970 
Ainerkari Al:chiteds Directory, as well as ru~wspaper articles, reveal that Johnson was a member of the 
A1A NC>tthem California Chapter and worked at numerous prominent Central California architectttte 
fiml,$ fqi twEin.ty y$s before opemtig an ~cJ:ti.tecttiral firm under his own name. His San Fr~dsco 
office was located at 165 Je11sie Street, although he maintained a residence in San Mateo. The Guild of 
America awarded Johnson a Third Prize Award for· his work on Burlingame Presbyterian Church in 

23 Mary Brown, San Francisco Modeni Arc~itectu;e and Landscape Design, f935-1910, 71, 189 
24 fbid., 1 B9-1_90, 194. 
25 !bid., 96, 106. 
26 A_rChitect Bidgraphy, on fil~ at San Francisco Planning Department; Michael. Corbett, National Register of Historic Plates Registration 
fonn for the Uptown Tenderloin Historic District, 2007. · 
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the category of "Additions and .A.iterations for Ch:urch Architecture."27 According to a 1951 program· 
for the 514 Annual Ari Festival produced by the San Francisco Art Commission, Johnson exhibited 
phofographs, draWings, and models of his work ai: the event.28 

Johnson's known works in San Francisco include: the Crespi Home School, Temple MethodiSt Clnn:ch, 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church addition, a tiineral chapel of N. Gray & Co. at ,19th Avenue.and 
Sergeant Street, and an office building addition to 550 California Street. His prominent works in other 
California cities include: Guy F. Atkinson Co. Headquarters in South San Francisco; the Peninsula 
YMCA, San Mateo U:ni0n High School Adttrlrtlstration Building, and the City of San M~teo Police 
Department.Building fu San Matep; First Prespyterian Clmrch and Burlingame Presbyterian Chtirclt in 
Burlingame; Edna McGuire Elementary School in Mill Valley; Mt. View Presbyterian Ch~ch in 
Mountain View; Fremont Presbyterlan Church in Sacramento; Hall of Justice and Records in Redwood 
Gty; Pacific Union College 01.urch Compiex in An~ CA. 29 

i~~~. 
q..-~lr1!!l 

~'2.':J.nii~li:'-"-l!SW1!J 
51.ufm= . 

IF-~~~ s~ JD~~~~~ 

Dediarlerf to G.a.t <ind Yaut~ 

·Dedication of Youth Center 
••• anc;I. '' 

Fellows.hip Building 
Nay io. June 9, 1957 

Left: Souvenir 
Program · 
celebrating 
dedication of 
Youth Center and 
Fellowship 
Building designed 
by Alfred W. 
Johnson 
(Courtesy 
California 
Historical SocietY) 

27 AIA 1962 Directory 
28 San Frandsco Arts Commission, !11' Annual Art Fe~tlyal Program, 1951; ATA 1956 Directory; ATA 1970 Directory. 
29 AJA 1956 Di~ory; AIA 1970 direetory; Outsidelands·w¢bslte, 'Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church,' accessed July 7, 2017; Sunnyvaie 
Presbyteiian Church website, 'Our History,• accessed July 7. 2017. 
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Rev. Frederick DouglasHaynes1 Sr.: A Reli~lous, Community, and Civil Rights Leader 

Born in 1899 fu Talcott, West Virginia, Frederick Pougla,s Haynes, Sr. was orphaned as a child and 
grew up with his sister in Pennsylvania. He moved to Los Angeles in the early 1920.s to attend Bfola 
Institute, a Baptist Bible College, and following .graduation worked as an a5sistant pastor in Los 
Angeles where.he $0 organized the. first juni9r duirch in California. After being ordained in 1~28, he 
relocated to Fresno~ California to serve as the pastor for Second Baptist Church. fu 1932, Haynes 
accepted an invitation to become pastor of lhird 13aptist Church in San Francisco. 

Rev. Haynes served as the pastor of lhird Baptist Church from 1932 to 1971 during· which 
membershlp grew from 150 to 3,000. individuals. While muclt of that growth coincided with an overcin . 
spike in th~ :city's African American population during World War Il, Rev. Haynes' leadership was a 
critical factor in that success. During his nearly 40-year tenure as pastor, Haynes emerged· as an 
important leader in the black community and as an influential figure in local civil rights efforts. He 
also oversaw the church's move to the Western Addition, wh~e it is currently located. 

Haynes' Wife, .Charlie Mae (Crawford) Haynes, w?s 
a talented $.1.ger, devoted church worker, and a · 
community leader in her own right. ·She was a long
time empfoyee of the San Francisco Department of 
Social Services; wa8 involved in ehureh leadership as 
Youth Director, Youth Choh Dir~cto:r, ~d 
Counselor~ and was a member of the NAAcP and 
the San Francisco Opera Guild. fu 1972, she became 
the first J;jlack Wo~<ro elected to ~blli;: office as ;;i. 

representative of fhe San Francisco School Board;:iti 

Like other black chur¢ ministers iri San FranciSco. · 
during the firsthalf .of the twentieth century, Rev. 
Haynes was formally educated and had already 
launched his career in :minisuy prior to joining thlrci 
Baptist Church.3i While Haynes had proven himself 
as .a leader:in Los Angeles and Fresno e~ly ~his 
career, he made his most lasting contribiitlons 
during the time ·he S)?ent at Third Baptist. Churdi; 
Described inan obituary as "one of the· nation's 
foremost churi::h figures/' Haynes wa8 widely 
known and admired for his spiritual and 
community leadership. 

PastOr and Wife 

Above: Church program depicting Rev. Frederick D. 
·Haynes, Sr. and Charlie Mae Haynes (Courtesy 
California Historical Society) 

30 Biography for Charli.e Mae (Crawford) H~y.nes, Frederick D. Haynes family papers, California Historical Society 
a1 Broussard, 55. 
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Above: Campgi~n flyers for ~hadie. M_ae Haynes, candidate for Sr;iri Francisco· Board of Education in 1972 
(Courtesy Califorili<;l Hi.s~Orjcql Soc;iet;y} 

·f:R\ 
l,,\•l•-' 

.. "'{t .. 
·. . ·d' .. ·. - _-.;..:~. ~:· 

MRS. CORETTA KING, ccnrcr, wiuu\\; ~9~,~tili,:§i:i.!;)f;• ;~'.( 
'tights leader, Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr., was.1~:1°)1~;.1.1~'.},;: :.,~. 
Area thi~ week m cnclm·:;c her choice uf otn~i~~t~~~ .fl1r , .: :: 
local an cf 11;1donal office. She is .i;hnwn tlll onC o.r hcf:yi~it~ .~ ~.~·; 
with loc~l candichtrc>, Attv. Vincent llallinan, ~:indid:itc" 
for $1!1a·r1or r nmt Judge ·mui Mrs. Ch11rlic- M.;i~-- Hµ.~;!11:!~1 
L"'tHHJ1~:Jk Int' 1 hi ·~.F. Board uf EdurnL~On~ 

Left: Coret:tq Scott King witfl Hayne~, wt)om she endorseq for S.F. {3oard of Education in 1972 (Courtesy 
California Historical Society) 

Right:. Sun Reporter article published November 11, 1972 annol,lncing Charlie Mae Haynes Board of 
Education cam~aign victcir)t ·(Courtesy California Historical Soc;iet}'.) 
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R~ligious Leadership 

First and foremost, Rev, Haynes was a tireiess leader of h1s 
ministry. The church congregation and its budg¢t grew 
exponentially under his w~tch - from 50 to more than 3;ooo 
meml?ers by the t:i.r!1e Qj ~ death in 1971.- and it was Jfayn~s 
who oversaw the reJotjtti.o~ 9£ Third B(lptist Church to 'its 
current edifice at McAllister .and Pierce Streets. As evidence.d 
by the numerous scicial prograins and activities offered atthe . 
clturc:h, Hayne:; ·pr9mqti:i4 self-sufficiency and · y<;itith 
development iinio:Pg chu.idt ;members, and do~ of oub;each . 
miriistries offered opportunities for parl.Shioners to deepen 
theil spiritw!l enrich:inent a.rti;I develop leadership skills. Th~ · • 
folloWit:tg passage taken from . a i953 article pµbllsh¢d iri · 
religious pt.iblicationt Fortnight, describes the transformation of 
Third Baptist from a, struggling to a thriving.congregation: 

Hospitals, private J:iomes, and public platforms m :tlte 
d.fy know this well-groomed, almost dapper fi~e 
who moves from a,ppointinent to appointment with 
unhurrie!i precision; but the date he k~ps 1llost glaqly 

is on Sunqays when he f!lCes a floqc wQich has growi;i 
remarkably since twenty years ago when he .came to 
the Third Baptist Church as a young man ... 

He was invited. by·unanimous vo~e to the pastorate 0£ 
historic Third. BaptiSt Church in 1932 ... Most of. the 
members were . t1len: unemployed, and often . the 
Sunday offerfug d;id not. exceed thirty dollars. There 
were times when there was no money for .. the .. 
minister'~ salary; ·Undaunted, the lithe, zealous 
preacher ... put he;µi: i:O.t0 ·J:µ~· people, and re-vita.J.ized, 
the tj:turch. 32 

A passage in ;i tribute tp .R~v- ~aynes published after his death 
testifies to the impact he had on the personal .and profes11ionaJ. , . 
lives of individual church m~bers: 

Most alack profes~c:in;lls in tlie 1940s an4 '50.s W"E!w 
upon the human resources of. Rev. Ha,ynes and 
received great assisf:ahce' m. fhe development .oftl1eir 
profession;tl c.ar!$.'s~ thro.ugh the group commitments 
of Third Baptist church.3$ 

32 'Rellgion: Negro Bapfists Migrate,• Fortnight, January 19, 1953. 

Tot:i: Photograph of ~v. Haynes 
published Jn church anniversary 
program .(courtesy C<lllfornla Historical 
$oclety). 

Bot:tom: Article published in the Sun 
Reporter announcing Haynes electlon as 
president of the California State Baptist 
Convention (Courtesy California 
Historical Society) 

33 'Editorials: A Tribute to Rev. F.D. Haynes/ date uoknown, Frederick 0. Haynes, Sr. family papers, California Historical Society 
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Haynes' influ~c;e ex~d.ed far beyond Third Bap$t Omrch, however, as he held some of the 
highest-rai;tl<ip.g p·9sition8 av~lable in the Baptist Church nationally. During the National Baptist 
Convention of 1.95$, Haynes welcomed and hostE~d over 25,000 members of the Baptist faith to San 
Francisco. He held riutnerbus le;;idership positiops .oye:r; .the y~s including: scholarship committee;! 
chair for the N~ti~J'.1aj. Bap~t Convention be~g j.n i954, president of the California State Baptist 
Convention fro;m 1960 to 1969, president of. the .S:F. Baptist :Ministers Union, and membership m the 
Black Ministerial. Alliance, a local orgallization· comprised. 9£ blacl< ministers advocating for equity in 
housing, employmei:;.t, h<;?~th care, and public:sem~¢s.3.4 · 

Community Leaden;hip and Civil Rights ActiviSm 

As related by AI~~ Broussard in Black San F'.r.mdscp, R.ev. Haynes and a number of other black 
ministers in the Bay Area (lilld in the U.S. more generally), assumed the role of community leader 
withirt broader.civic and political arenas, expanding their sphere of influence across race ancl class 
lines: · · · 

Black ministers like j.J. Byers .anci E.J. Magruder .of the First A.M.E. Zion Church and F.0. 
·Haynes. of the 'ihjrd Baptist Church ~oriunanded .a strong following among mid,dle-cla13s 
hlack.S ?n.c( were revered by. white city i;)ffl<,i$. a,s well. Byers, Magruder, and Haynes were 
major figures jn local civil rights activities, and blacks throughout the Bay Area respected 
their .status and leadership. Black rriinisters occasionally served on local interracial comn:iJtte~ 
an~ weye cJ.esi~ted by white off.icialf? flS liaisons between the city government and the. bla.ck 
CQ:rpn;tupjty.35 

Haynes' participation in a number of interracial .organizations i;;uch as the Prince Hall Masonic .Lodge, 
the Urbl'!fi League, and tl:.w I\rAA~ .furtl:,tei: .so:Ucl.ified his standing both within and outside 0£ the 
black com11:runity .. He.wa8 .appointed to sevei-cil ciVic bodies including the Mayor's Committee .for 
Civic Unity, which. advocated for .equity in housing and employment, and the San Francisco Librmy 
Commiss~on. Moreoy~, 4$\y white politici1UlS loc).kecl tQ Haynes as a liaison to the black commuidtJ 
and critical figqr¢ in. Winning the support of blaCk :ypters.36 During Ms 1967 reelection campaign, 
former San Francisco Mayor John Shelley wrote to Haynes requesting his support, endors.eIIl.ent, a:rtd 
consul during:th.e campaign: "It is a matter of c:onsidei:able personal importance to me to b.e able to 
count on yol,l as. being one of my prime advisox:s."a1 U.S. Vice President Hubert Humphrey; too, 
lobbied for Haynes' endorsement durlng his ,1968 run for president: "After the election, if I am elected 
as President, I will need your advice and support m.d :1>rayers. May I count on you?"SS 

34'Rev. Haynes -A Man For All People,' The Sun Reporter, March, 6, 1971. 
35 Broussard, 63. · 
36 Jbid, 66. 
3r Letter from John Shelley to Hayhes, Sr., March 6, 1967, Frederick D. HayrieS, Sr. family papers, California Historical Society. 
3B Letter from Hube(t HuiTip~rey to Haynes, Sr., October 31, 1968, Frederick D. Haynes, Sr. family paf)'1rs, California Historical Society, 
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·A right hand tO the late' Dr. Marti ii' ··" 
· · ~e civihights in<i~em~n't:: . Here he ii;> 

le<!ders at a Cow P~J!J.~~ rallv. .· 

BapHst there were only 51 

J 

Above: NeW!;;paper clipping~ from a $.Un Reporter article published after. Haynes death In 1971. H;;iynes was an 
influential political leader .and collabbtated ·c1osely with other civil rights ac;tiVlsts sµ¢h as Martin Luther King Jr. 
and Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett (Courtei;y Califo.r11ia .HJstorlcal Society) · · 
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As one of the few black civil rights leaders who had se1#ed in th~ city p:tj.or to World Wa:r II, Ua.ynes 
and his peers, including Robert B. Flippin, director of the J3oc:ik¢r T. Wa8hington Community Center, 
anc~ Pr. Carlton B. Goodlett, a prominent physician, newspaper publisher, and civil rights leader, 
"helped set the stage for a substantial broadening of the blacl< leadership class during the World War 
II era," when San Francisco experienced a significant rocrease .jn its blaek population.39 This elite. 
cohort of black leaders, of which Haynes was a part, "assume(edJ commanding leadership r.oles in 
p:ushirig for full equality and greater opportunity for black San Franciscans.'' 40 Haynes' resume of ciVU 
rights activities spanned decades and causes. 

He parti.Gpfited in the Black Thursday march of 1934, during which.longshoremen and dock workers 
went on strike in protest of unequal opportunity; he played a key role in the Pacific Telephone 
Companys decisio.n .to end i~ discri.JJ'linatory J:wi.ng pr:acJ:i,cei;; ;he p.dvocated for.passage of a fair . 
Eniploy:ment. l?ractke ordinance through his work on the San Francisco Citizens Committel?; and he 
fr~ently spoke alongside other high profile clvil rights lefiders such as the president of .the loc..U 
NAACP chapter, the chairman of the United Sa.I\ t~;i;anc~sco Freedom Movement, arid other religious 
leaders, 41 In, \11.e 1960s, Third Baptist Church had·!:!. Civic and Socictl Actions Committee and orgaffized 
a weeW.y ''Eace Relations Sunday'' event.42 

One of Haynes' top ciVil rigl!.ts prior.ities was e<f:ucationa.l. equity. Under Haynes' directio~ Third 
Baptj.St Chutch ·copJributed financial support to the Student Movement Fund, a youth-orierl.ted 
orgariization aimed at fighting segregation, and also to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s effort to supp·ort, 
as described in a letter from Haynes to ;King, "tb,e. aqivitjei; of our youth, particularly, the ~tudent$ 
that .ate fighWlg for equal rights."43 In the spring of 1960, Rev. Haynes invited civil rights leaders, Dr. 
Mart;in Luther King, Jr. and Dr. Ralph Abernathy, to a citywide mass meeting on the topic of mini:;>~tY 
youth i~ the San Francisc~ public education system. The following is an excerpt from Haynes'· m:itiaI 
letter fo the two, dated June 27, 1960: 

·Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett, .Physician and Publisher of out leading Negro newspaper, is tb,e 
1110Vi:ng figure 1n our {:Ommunity to bring abou~ ar9µsed and .inte:r:este<f citizenry in support of 
coµ:i,l;>~ting a hideous and sinister movement within the framewo:i:k of our school systein, 11tls 
insidious ·pattern is unlike that found in the Southern areas of America; ther~, pro:
segregationists are bold in proclaiming their undel!locraHc i.deals.: Ther~£ore, the S.O.S. (St;udy 
out Schooli;) Committee would be extremely honpred to haye your service at a city-wide Mass 
:Meeting, to be held on or about, May the 171h, the AOOiv~sary of the hlStoric Supreme Court 
edict of 1954.« · 

A subseqw~nt letter to Pr. Abernathy dated March 15, 1960 further explains the purpose of the event: 

The objective of this mass gathering is qf a two-fold re.tu.re .. First of all, to review the hiS:toric 
decision of the Supreme Court and secondly, to raise .. funds for the purpose of exploring our 
. . . 

39 Broussard, 74. 
4? Ibid., 183. 
41 Virginia Smith, 'Over 4000 People Gather to Mourn Religious Leader,• The Penim1ule Bulletin Weekly, March 6, 1971; •s.F, Negro Rally 
Today at City Hall,' date and source unknown, Frederick D. Haynes, Sr. family papers, Calffornla Historical Society. · 
<12 T~ird Baptist Church documents, Frederick D. Haynes, Sr. family papers, California Hisfoncal Society. 
43 Letter to p~. A,L. Davis, Jr. from Rev. Fredertck D. Haynes, June 27, 1960; J.etter to. MU< Jr. from.Rev. Fredertck D. Haynes, June 27, 
1$60, F~erick D. Haynes, Sr. farnify papers, California Historical Society. · 
44 Ibid, 
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l()cal school system; with the object in mind to expose any vicious or ~nister method l;ieing 
used ag<\inst the minoriti~.45 

Haynes also endeavored to build the economic capacity and alleviate poverty among black San 
Frand..sc~. It was during Haynes' t~ure when Third Baptist Credit .Uriion was formed (which later 
merged With .American Baptist Credit Union) and when a in.ajor affordable housing ptoject in. tl).e 
Western Addition was spearheaded in order to provide low-cost housing tc;> the city's groW:ing biack 
popµJa~()J:l during and following World War IL While the housing development was not completed 
ujttjl i972 ~.a year after his passing - it was naJll,e(f f:h~ Frederick Douglas Haynes Gardens in his 
honor. 

During.the Haynes era, Third Baptist Oi.urch began its long tradition :of serving as a platform for 
natiomuiy-l<nown black figures, civil rights activists,·i;nt~etjnals, artists, ap,d cultural jcons. A,inoµg 
thos_e ~ho spoke or performed at Third Baptist Chµich during the. Haynes er!!. were: .. civil tight$ 
le<!-der, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.; W.E.B. Du Bois, w~o ruong with his wife, Charlie Mae Haynes, 
choi:;e lbb;d l3;;i.ptist Church as the venue for their We!lt Coast ~ectures as well as for br. Du Bois' 9_Qth 
birthday celebration; musician, actor, and civil rights acti;vist, Paul Robeson; and worl<H!lmo¢l 
entertamer, activist, and French Resistance agent, Josephine Baker. . 

Right: A 1!158 Third Baptist Church special 
event program featuring Mahaila J.ackson, 
known as the "Queen of Gospel." Gospel music 
has continuously been an Integral component 
of Third Baptist Church's spiritual and 
educational services. (Courtesy Third Baptist 
Church) 
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wit~ th.100.Vak. A<Mr of 

'I'hlrd ·Baptist Ch'!tte!h 
u...i.r cl~ <If J....S & .... Oc:iQ 

SMi FIANO$CO ~ HOµS!! 
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4SLetter to Dr. Abernathy from Frederick D. Haynes, March 15, 1960, FrederickD. Haynes, Sr. family papers, California _Historical Society. 
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.Above: W.E.B. Du Bois, founder of the "Natioha.1 Association for the Ad','.ancement of Colored People (NM<;::P) 
addresses the members of Third Baptist Chlirch in 1958 (Courtesy African American Historical arid Cultural 
~~· . . 
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Haynes Runs for District Supmli.sor 

In 1945, Ha,ynes became th~ first.Afncan Ameri~ to :run :fot the Sa.ii ·Frailclsco Board of Supervisors, 
running again in 1947and1951. Although he was unsuccessful hl se~g a seat on the Board, .his 

· campaigns elevated the catises he ~ed so.deeply about A Cam.paign flyer reads: "l have pledged 
myseJf to fight to my <!:Wig ·aay td Wipe out discrimlnati~n again$1 mmo.rj.ty races in. the economical, 
political, and social life 0:f <iui clty; state, and nation."~ A~ a candidate., lia:Ynes defended labor unions 
and called for art end t~ disctuithtatfon in empfoyment and }icillsini raciaily .restrictive covenants, and 
segre.$'1tion in public spaee_s: ~4. ;places of }?usiness. · · ·· 

roupOf : I 
Sponsors. 

~ndid. acy •. i· _., tbe ltl!V. ;r. 
n:d•~th.-~ 
fllDa ~ &hd Oitl" 
p.m.pd~IOZ 
rt.Ill:~ ot 

~1 JI' chok:e at lhtt 
th• put.-. 

'"""' -~Y~~n111Dlk-
c:att4fdaCJ',aiid 
•erenf.e.11Aln!Ul 
• wwi4 b&ta 
···r. 

Above: An SF Reporter <;1rticle published September 20, 1947 showln_g ·Rev. Haynes <;1s he files for the office of City Supervisor 
· (Courtesy California Hi~orica! Society) 

In 1951, Haynes received the endorsement of key civil rights; labor, andleftwleaning organizations: the 
San Francisco Ministerial .J\lliance, the Union Labor Party-AFL, the SmJ.:Francisco do Council, and 
the Fillmore Democratic Club. The followll;t.g passage comes from state#ient written by Dr. Haynes 
announcing his candidacy for_ Supervisor, published :by the $un Rep()rter°.n September 1, 1951: 

Once !1Sa4t we have come to the task of select:fug a. mayor. and. members of the Board of 
Supervisors of our .city. During these perilous time~ it iS iin.portant that every citizen gives 
serious consideration to the election of men of integrity, h.~11esty and intelligence, to public 
office. I feel that the. ~dection of repr.esentiltives: _o( n;M,ority groups, such as Mexican
Americans, Japanese and Chinese-Americans, arid Negroes, is a significant and important 
undertaking. Minorify peopie should have representatives in every election campaign. During 
the campaign of 1945 and 1.947 it Was my good fortun,e and hPn()r to have been select;ed as the 

4S Campaign flyer for Frederick D. Hayne$' rim for Supervisor, Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr. famlly papers, California Historical Society. 
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candidate of the Negro community_ for the Board of ~upervisors. I am happy to say that I not 
only received the support of the majority of my OWI). group, btit also the support of thousands 
of other citizens in ciur city ... 

JOIN THE F/6HT TO 
ELECT HA YNES 

SUPERVISOR 

For: 
·1. An End to Jim-Crow in Our 

City 

7. Jobi for JILL WIH-1 
oo~rltn11Y.i:l~n 

:J. St1~(! ~Vr-t Coot:r-ut aod l6W 
c,,.; H<>infng 

.. Oi·mocrntic Ga·~mfttittlt 

. for. .Atl th<> l'~~f'I"-" 

F.HAYNES D. 
For SUPERVISOR 

"""""o""""" J1it·A sanm s:nuxr 

~11tne qntf ~iJ91u1ce 
ih ~4'h Jtt1hciJcc? 

IT'S 
Y Racially· Redfkfive Cove!>Ontsl ·Dls9'.imioafion ht Housfna t 
~ Segregation and Di•crlmlna!ion Agaln>t tho Negro People and Other 

Minorities in Hotels, Restaurants and Other Public Placesl 

V Police Brufality and Attacks Upon the Negro People and Olher 
Minorities! 

T Di.qlmlnafion in Empl0yrnentl Mau Laro!f. and Firing of Negro · 
Workers and an Organized Allempt by the Employer• to Drive 
Them From the City! 

-F.:D. HAYNES 
CANDIDATE Jar SUPERVISOR 

V 0 TE .... .:-,::............,.,,_ 
NOV.4th 

' .. - • ~' ,; . !. 

V.lllon 1aha.-1'city-JLF~ 
s .... r.~c:.1.0.c...bdl 

SAYS ... 
0 1 Have Ple<:fsecl 
Myself to Fight lo 
My Dying Day lo 
VIJPE OUT 
Discrimination 
Against Minority 
Races in the Eco· 
nomica(, Political 
ond Social life of 

-Ow Cily,Slata, , 
and Notion." 

cattfnml'IH1o<tn~,. .. 1c:~.-1 .. ._, 

Above: Haynes S\lpervisorial campai~n flyer ~Courtesy .California Historical Society) 

As Broussard notes,· the fact that Hc~ynes reeeived 36,000 votes in 1951 "was impressive for a black 
candidate in the early 1950s/' and.eviderice th.at "some whites also voted for Haynes."47 While he lost 
the election, Haynes' campaigns :'!purred, the emergence qf the biaek community as a political force to 
be reckoned with in San, Frfil:icisco. 1lrom that point Oll, white politicial1S in the city sought support 
from black voters and African Americans were increasingly appointed. to positions on civic boards . 
and commissiOns. 

47 Broussard, 238. 
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Urban Renewal and Community Responses in the Western Addi.ti.on 

:From 1948 to 1970, several neighborhoods in San Francisco, including the Western Additiortr were 
radically transformed during a series of urban renewal projects. AB descn"bed.in San Francisco Modern 
Arc!iitecture and Landscape Design 1935-1.970: 

Urban renewal changed the face of enfire neighborhoods in San. Francisco and nationwide 
from the 191;i0s to the early 191Qs. In the postWat years, centrru-city .areas were often seen· as 
congested and increasingly -0bsolete, as. tlwy lost thei:J'. f34are of economic m;tj:vi,ty :relative to 
the booming suburbs. Older urban residential neighborhoods were viewed ;:iS bllghfeq slums. 
A Works Progress Administration si.mtey in 1939 found that over half of the prop.erties in the 
Western Addition and South of. MaJ:k..et .area were substandard .. San Francisc:o's atst master 
plan, in 1949, identified four areal? of blight the Western Addition, South of M~ket, the 
MissiOn bisttict, and Cllinatown. Ai'ound·this tiri;ie the federal government b~gan to subsidize 
redevelopment of urban areas. Title·~ of ·the Housing Act of 1949 facilitated redevelopment by 
giving local public agencies the power to acquire land through eminent dorrtE!h:i and to cle<U", 
prepare and coordinate new development on. the assembled parcels of land. The federal 
government paid for two-thirds of the costs needed to .acquire and clear the land. "'Slum 
clearance" was to be a major asped; th~ initial .legislation ~equired utban.ter:ieWal projects to 
destroy one unit of housing for each new one built, · · 

The task of coordinating urban renewai fell to newly created local redevelopmeqt ;;ig~cies. 
The San Francisco Redevelopment Agengr (SFRA) undertook eighf redevelopment projects 
from 1948 through 1970, with the five most st.ibstantial ·being Western Addition A..:1 and A-2, 
Diamond Heights, Golden Gateway, and Yerba Buena Center ..• 

Criticism of urban renewal grew rtatiori.Wide during the 1960s. Redevelopment projects were 
time-consuming and expensive and displaced thousands of residents .and businesses from 
ar~ that were not necessarily ''blighted." Some referred to urban· renewal as "Negro 
removal." Studies found that many. diSplaced residents were paying considerably more for 
only marginally better housing arid Were devastated by ·the foss of their familiar 
neighborhoods and co:nnection& to tij~ds, family, and neighborhood groups. Many of the · 
housing units destroyed, while perhaps substandard, were not replaced, ·with equally 
affordable housing. About 650,000 housing units were destroyed ·nationwide, but only about 
250,000 replacement units were built on the same Site. In San Francisco 6,000 housing units 
were destroyed in redevelop:rn.ent areas. by' l969, with less than 1,000 µni(s built to replace 
them. Much of the demolished building stock consiste<l: of residential buildings constructed 
during the Victorian-era. About 011e-foi.rrth. of the families displaced from the Western 
Addition A-1 project relocated to adjacent ar~, "thwi ·finding therriseives jn the path of 
Western Addition A-2 bulldozers just a few years later." 

The Western Addition Community. Organization (WACO) and Tenants and Owners in 
Opposition to Redevelopm~t (fOOR) fo:rmed to d~and ·adequate replacement housing as 
part of the Western Addition A-2 and Yerba Buena Center projects, respectively. 

Third Baptist Church fell just outside the boundary of Project Area A-2, which was a "60-block, 277-
acre swath of the Western Addition," shown in the map below.4B 

.itl Kelley, Wilframs, VerPlanck, San Francisco Planning Department 125. 
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Map showing Redevelopment Project Areas A-1 and A-2 Source: San Francisco Redevelopment Agency 

The Board of Supervisors approved the redevelopment projed A~2 on Oc_tol;>er 15, 1964, but plans did 
not move forward until 1966 "in part because the federal govemmerit:Wi.thheld HUD funds following 
the passage of Proposition 14" and iA part due to "lciwsuits filed by WACO [thatj further delayed 
construction."49 While ntlrd 'Baptlsf Church was not physiCally impa_cted by the_ project, m<!Ily of its 
members, and many of the city's African American residents. more broadly, were at risk of 
displacement. By 1969, a coalition co¢prised of com1m~nity orgallizations - kncrwn as the Project Area 
Committee (PAC) - was formed fo ·serve as a:it official representative of the Western Addition 
neighborhood in deall.ngs with the Redevelopment Agency, The Baptist Ministers Union, of which 
Rev. Haynes was president, join~d: the i:>AC in. its:work to adyocate: cm bekiiilf of the interests of 
neighborhood residents. A 1969 article pl\blished b}r.the Sun Reporter entitled, "A-2 Housing: Western 
Addition Power and Unity," documents a meeting between PAC and_ the Redevelopment Agency: 

In a beautiful and powerful di~play of unity, various groups and residents of.the W estem 
Addition appeared together before the Redevelopment Agency Tuesday to present a program 
for housing construction_in the Western Addition, The riew group, representillg 45 
organizations, is called the Project Area Committee and was formed during the last week in 
consultation with Percy Steele of the Urban ·League and many o_ther community leaders. 

Dr. Wesley Johnson, PACspokesman, c.ommented to the Agency: "You're always asking us, 
'What do you people want? Well} now we're going to tell you what we want." Johnson, Rev. 
Hannibal Williams of WACO, Rid Ridley of the EOC. and Ulysses Montgomery then 
explained PA C's position. Willi!llis made it pointedly clear that WA CO, .the organization 
responsible for the U.S. District Court injunction halting forced relocation in the W esterrt 

<9 Mary Brawn, San Francisco Modem Archttecture and Landscape Design, 1935-1970. 
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Addition, favored housing constrilctlon and wa:s willing to work with the Red~velopment 
Agency in this endeavor. 

PAC spokesmen proposed that the agency gtant official recognition to the new organizatien 
as the representative of the total Western Addition community. The 11-po:int prcigram 
presented by PAC included the followmg J;ci:;qmmendations: Enco'urag~ resident$' 
involvement in all phases of the Western Addition urban renewal project to the fullest extent 
possible; Submission of all proposals for the A-2 area to PAC, before submission to HUD or 
any other agencies, for approval; Completion of a survey of the Western Add~tiort prjor to 
determining urban renewal plans fo:r the A:-2 area; And continuation of pr~ent q.gency 
programs for rehabilitation by non::profi.t {:om.muriity groups of buildings own~d by the 
agency ... 

The multitude of community support_ for PAC ini::ludes the Japanese Nihon Machi 
Development Corporation, the Baptist'.Mini$ters Union, the John Hale Medical Society, the 

.. EQC, the Buchanan YMCA and the :rviicitowr.i ParJ.< Committee fe>r an fu.tegtated Ce>nii'ntinity.50 

Compared to the e.ar~er A-1 redevelopment pttiject: that took place in a comparativeiy smaller portion 
of the Western Addition known as Jap;:ultowiJ, the A-2 redevelopment project inc;Iuded more i.ow-cost 
housing as a direct result of the demands made by groups like PAC and the fu.ternatlonal. Longshore 
and Warehouse Union (ILWU). fu. addition, the ILWU developed an alternative project plan that 
called for a phased approach so that "there woul~ be no mass exodus from existi,ng hou5ing'' and 
a.Ssisted black or$anizations to create .co-op apartment complexes in the neighborhood. As stated in 
the Draft African American Historic Context Statement: 

Estimates of the number of people displaced from A-2 were as high a5 13,500, with 60 percent 
forced to move out of the Western Addition and is percent away from San Francisco. 

altogether. Though some Afticart Amen~ eventually returned, especially once the low and 
moderate-income developments were completed m the early'1970s, redevelopment 
permartently removed a latge stock of affotdablehousing, ;replacing it with feWet·than 300 
units of subsidized housing. By 1971, the Family SerVice Agency of San Francisco 
recommended that the agency cease ;my further demolition q.ctivi,ty or :relocati,Qhs fro.tu A-2 
because of a worsatlng citywide hou8ing crisis.51 

5il Marion Fay, 'A·2 Housing: Western Addition Power and Unify,• the Suh Reprirter, January 11, 1969. 
s1 Kelley, Williams, VerPlanck, San Francisco Planning Department, °1:27. · · 
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A Lasting Legacy 

As the pastor of Third Baptist Church for nearly 40 years, ·Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr. 
oversaw a dramatic growth in the church's membership and budget, fo;i:ged the creation of numerou.S 
.comm:unity programs and services, and spearheaded .the construction of its new church - one of the 
earliest properties built by and for ~can Americaris irt San: Francisco. Upon his passing in 1971, 
Hay:rles' significant contributions as a religious and COID.1Xlunity leader were highly celebrated. The · 
following passage, pubUshed in a triliute to the late pqstor, aptly describes the religious leader' .s 
emphasis on sodal justice: 

Under Re'7. Haynes' driving deqication to social.justice, Third Baptist Church developed into 
a bastion of strength, a refuge and a forum for courageous men and women hounded and 
punished by the Establishment for their vigorous exercrse of dissent and independence. 

Hayne!:!' acco;mpP.s~enti:; all?O speak to the tireless work 
of those with whomhe collaborated, n~~ly, the memb~s . 
of his congregation and · fellow community activists . · 
engaged :iri. lo.cai. and national civil i:ights struggles. Al:l 
noted by Brol!llsaid, whil~ "the persiStent and determined 
struggle had not· achieved racial equality for black .San: 
Franciscans ot . black westerners by the mid-196Qs" 
significant groµnd had been m~de in many ~es and 
African Americans.commanded more political power than 
any prior time period.s2 

Upon Rev. Haynes. passing jn 1971, Assistant Pastor Rev. 
James Spencer assllm.ed the role as interim pastor. fu 1972,· 
Haynes Sr.'s son, Rev. Frederick Douglas Hames, _Jr. 
became the corigreg!!-tion' s next permanent past:Or, 
although he served iri that capacity only three years befot~ 
his untimely death ill 1975. During that short ti.me pe~od, 
however, ~v. Haynes, Jr. was able to ;mai<e sever~ 
important contributions, including a prison ministry and 
the completion of a job his father had started - building a . 
large affordable h<;>usirig development ih th~ We$tem 
Addition. It was · nam¢d the Frederick Douglas Haynes 
Gardens in honor of Rev. Haynes, Sr. 

52 Ibid. 
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Above: A 1972 article (source unknown) 
documents the groundbreaking ceremony for 
Frederick Douglas Haynes · Gardens: The 
article notes that Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett was 
the chairman of the Third Baptist Church 
housing committee and expressed fears that 
the new housing development would be 
raci~lly segregated. (Courtesy California 
Historical Society) 
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Below: Dozens of !;lay Area newspapers feature9 stories about Rev. Haynes Sr. and the thousands who attended his 
funeral services following his death in.197L {Courtesy California Historical Sodety) 

.~· THOUSANDS PA y 
. TRIBUTE TO REV. 

- DR.HAYNES 
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TM Ar.nos c. Brown Era 

In 1976, Reverend Amos C. Brown became pastor of Thi.id Baptist Church where he continues to .serve 
alongside his wife, first lady of the church, Jane E. Brown. The legacy of civil rights activism that was 
established under previous pastors, most notably Rev. Frederick D. Haynes,. Sr., has continued to 
grow UI1der the leadership of Rev. Brown. 

The Ma'kings of a Minister and Civil Rights Activist 

Bro'Wil was born in Jackson, Mississippi in 1941! the son of a preacher and the yo.ungest in.a.family of 
eight children. He received his education at Morehouse College, Crozer Theological Sem:irui:ty, .µid the 
United Theological Seminary where he earned a doctorate degree in ministry; ms doctoral diSs.ertation 
was (?htitied, "Establishing an Educational Standard for an African-Amerkan Baptist Chmch in the 
21•t Century." 

Prior to joining Third Baptist Church in 1976, Rev. BrowI.i sei:ved as p4!Stor of Samt Patil's Baptist 
Church.in West Chester, Pennsylvania and Pilgrini Baptist Church in St. Paul, Minnesota: While~ 
West Chester; Brown ''had the signal honor of being the first Black, first Clergyman and you,ngest 
member fo ser\re on the West Chester Area Scl:lool Bqard in its histoiy'' lllld "in 1967, he. led a 
campai(¥1 wl)ich caused the West Chester Borough Council to enact one of the strongest operi hou5ing 
ordinances in the nation."53 While in St. Paul, Brown "setved as a member of the St. Paul Pianning 
Commission, NAACP President, three sessions as ~apl~ of the Minnesota State Senate,'' and 
founded the Benjamin E. Mays Fundamental Schooi.54 

Brown began his career in social activism at the age of i4 in r~ponse to i:he'1ynching of Emmitt Tili in 
Mississippi in 1955. The horrific murder m.otiv:ated Brown to organize the NAACP' s first ever youth 
council iri the state of Mississippi the same year. In 1956 at the age of 15, Brown's mentor; the late 
NAACP Field Secretary, Medgar Evers, brought hlm to San Francisco to attend the national 
convention of the NAACP. It was at that time when Br~Wn first met Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Brown 
s·ptike dµring t;he convention's Youth Night as the president of the Mississippi Youth Council, and met 
other inspirational leaders including Clarence Mitchell, Roy Wilkins~ Ruby Hurley, and A. Philip 
Randolph who made a profound impact on him. It wa5 also during this NAACP convening when 
BroWn first worshipped at Third Baptist Church, not knowing 'that he would return decades· later in 
1976 to become its pastor. 

It was during his undergraduate studies at Morehouse College from 1959-1964 when .B:r:own. rejoined 
Wi!h Martin Luther King, Jr. in the civil rights struggle. Brown. was one of eight students to have taken 
the. only college course ever taught by Martin Luther King 1r., held ·during the spring semester of ·1962. 
While at Morehouse, Brown served as president of the school's NAACP chapter. During the summers 
he volunteered as a Freedom Rider in Mississippi, and served as youth field secretary for the NAACP 
for the sta,tes of Georgia, Mississippi, and South Carolina. As part of his civil rights activism, Brown 
led a '1<neel-in'' at the white First Baptist Church in Atlanta, Which resulted in the des~gregation of 
the Southern Baptist institution. He was also instrumental it). the desegregation of Tybee Beach in 

s3 Biographical Sketch of Amos C. Brown, Fredertck D. Haynes, Sr. family papers, California Histortcal Society, 
541bid. 
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Georgia, where he organized a "Wade-in." Re-v. Bro-wn was later elected as the National Chairman of 
the Youth Committee, a role he performed fr.orri New York City. 

ln its January 15, 2015 cover story celebrating the leg!lcy of Dr. Martin Luther King and the "life-time 
Of advocacy of Dr. Amos C. Brown/' the Sun.:.Reporier notes the shared experience of the two leaders: 

[Reverend Brown] learned first-hand from Dr. King the :importance of ponviolence in the 
struggle for civil and human rights. Dr. Brown was one of a handful of students in the only 
coµrse t;hat Dr. King taught at Morehouse titled, "The Philosophy of Nonviolence~"ss 

Brown married Jane E. Smith, a student and fellow civil rights aci:iVist at Spelman College in Atlanta 
whom: he met while enrolled at Morehouse College. 56 Smith stood beside Brown at the "Kneel-in'' at 
Fi,rst Bapt;ist and later graduated from North Central College With a master's degree in b:usines~. In 
1976, the couple relocated to San Francisco :where Rev. Brown became the- p<!Stor -of Third "Baptist 
Church. Smith later established her own real estate business in San Francisco. so that blacks would 
have equal opportunities to acquire housing. The Browns have three chiklren.57 

~lf~·- ~. £pnrf~rEJI~._ 
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2.ois, the Sun Reporter 
published a special 
edition paper that 
ceiebrated the lifetime 
Work and achievements 
oi' br. Martin Luther King 
Jr. and his protege, Dr. 
Amos C. Brown 
{Courtesy Third Baptist 
Church) 

55 Ashley-Ward, Amelia, "Remembering Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, And Saluting His Protege Dr. Amos 'C. Brown,'. Sun Reporter, January 
15, 2015. 
56 David P. Cline, Oral lnterviewwilh Amos c. Brown, March, 2, 2013 .. 
DI The Browns' three children are David Brown, Kizzie Brown-Duah; .anci Amos C. Brown, Jr. David Brown is an actor in Los Angeles and 
founder of his own Rim Festival 'India Night' He has done much tO help aspiring actors, film producers and wrtters get their start in the 
motion picture profession. The Brown's daughter, Kizzie Brown-Duah, _is a social. worker and community _developer in New York. She 
shares with her husband, Kingsley Duah, a successful real estate and taillng business called, 'The Privelege Group.' The eldest son, 
Amos C. Brown, Jr., is a manger in the Parks division of the Gene51s automobile dealership in Los Angeles County. 
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Community Programs at Third Baptist Church Expanded 

In the last 40 decades since Rev. Brown was called to miniSter at Third Baptist Church, the 
congregation has enacted a variety of new social and educational iriitiatives in respons~ to community 
needs. Inifuitives range from youth and educational programs, refugee supp_ort serVices, and senior 
citizen outreach, to cl.vie Em.gagement, voter registration, and the developmel).t of affordable housing. 
The strong emphasis on youtl). development promoted under Rev. Haynes' tenure deepened under 
Rev, Brown's leadership. As recounted in a biographical sketch of Dr .. Browri: 

Upon assuming ~e pastorate of Third Baptist Church in June of 1976, he immediately led the 
congregation to assess the social and spiritual needs of _the con1munify. A blue ribbon 
committee spent considerable time studying the needs 0£ the church and community. One 
finding was that the ed.ti.;:ational needs were great am,ong ):~la:cks in San Francisco. ·On the 
heels of t1:$ study, tllE~re was a crying need for someone to be an advocate for Black educators 
who were experiencing unjust employment practices. It was Pastor Brown who led the first 
successful boycott of the schools, calling attention to the plight of Black students and 
professidrutls.,.From. t;hiS 8'J.CCessful effort, the church waa inspired. to establish a summer 
school program for students K-'li. Currently there are 248 students ~olled in the program. ss 

Educational programs .begun 
dtiring the t~ure of ·Rever~d 
Brown include the Freedom 
Summer· School, established. in 
1978; the ''Back or:i. Track'' K~12 
meritoring and afterschool 
program, a collaboration 
between Third B~ptisi: and 
Teir:t.Ple Emanu-El 
Congregation; the "Student of 
Promise: Oosl.ng the 
Achievement Gap Iriifiative," 
another collaboration between 
the church and Temple 
Emanu-Ei aimed at imptoVing 
the ed.ucri.tional outcomes for 
blacks, Latinos, arid Asian 
Pacific Isl.anders; and the 

Charles A. Tindley Academy of 
Music, aime<i · ~t k¢eping 
gospel musical traditions alive. 
Many of these programs take 

'\ --

Above: Rev. Amos C. Brown addresses congregation at Third Baptist Church 
(Courtesy Third Baptist Church) · · · · · 

place in the ground .floor of the youth center and fellowship hall. or in the gymnasium. The 
~iurn also continues to provide a space for young members of the congregation and the 
silrrc:iunding neighborhood to engage in physical activity, and serves as a venue .for on:e-on-oi:te 
physical and mental health services and counseling. In addition, Third Baptist Church has continued 

58 Biographical Sketch of Amos C. BroWll, Frederic~ D. Haynes Sr. family papers, California Historical Society 
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to offer its hallmark college scholarships to youth 
members of its congregation. As a longtime chair of the 
cht;rrcl(s schol~rship committee, Mrs. Jane E. Brown 
has raised over $100,000 towards college scholarships.59 

Brown's legacy of community outreach also includes 
aid to African refugees of war and an effort to develop 
transcontinentru ties between the U.S. and Africa. 
Brown learned the importailce of being what he refers 
to as a "world citizeri'' d1¢ng a trip to Africa in 1964 
fhrouih a program ccilled Operations Crossroads 
Africa. Amidst the humanitarian crisis spurred by wars 
in Ethiopia and Eritrea in the 1970s, Third Baptist 
sponsored over 2;500 refugees and opened the African 
Refugee Resource Center (first housed in the basement 
of the youth center and fellowship building) to help 
resettle thousands ·of refugees in need of housing. The 
first refugees to arrive stayed at the home of Rev. 
Brown and his Wife~ Jane R Brown, who turned their 
living room into teniporary housing for refugees until 
the church was ·able to lease a large Victorian flat at 
1341-1342 McAllister to serve as a mbte permanent 
shelter f0r .~fi.tg~: N~ed the "Refugee t.Iouse," the 
property is stil(o"Wned by Third Baptist Church and 
continues to function ni. the same capacity. In the 1990s, 
Brown was . 6rte of .tJ:ie founding organizers of an 
African-African American Stuttn:iit held in Cote d'Ivoire,. 
Abidjcin, Ivory Coast in Africa. Through the summit, 
organizers sought to "build relationships across the 
Atlantic ... to teany help Africa go to the next level in 
term$ of c;levclopment ·in areas of education, economic. 
empowerment, and community development."60 

A Leading Yoke ht $an Francisco 

Above: Reverend Amos c. Brown in front cif 
Third.· .Baptist Church, circa 1970s (Courtesy 
Third. Baptist Chu.rch) 

Tfilid Baptist ChUtch durmg the Rev. Brown era has continued to serve as a:i:t important-political voice 
for .Afiiam Amenc!Uis m San Francisco .. Reflecting on the role that Third Bapmt Church has played in 
the co:ri:ununity, ~i.rSt Lady Jane E. Brown, stated: "Third Baptist has aiways been a leader. So !expect 
it will continue.If there's something in the community that needs fo be done, usually Third Baptist 
takes the lead."61 

59 Third Baptist Church website, Thirdbaptistorgftbc-yesterday, accessed May 11, 2017. 
&o David P. Cline, Oral Interview with Amos C. Brown, March, 2, 2013. 
e1 Third Baptist Church, 'Third Baptist Church of San Francisco: 16Qlh Anniversary Documentary.' 2012. 

8/24/2017 

682 



Through its socially progressive practices and 
policies, Third Baptist Qlurch has remained 
at the forefront of social issues in San 
Francisco. F~r example, Rev. Brown ordained 
the first female preacher and deacon and has 
encourageQ. women to assume leadership 
positions Within the churchr a decision that 
was not met without controvers}r. In response 
to Dr~ Brown;s action, the California State 
Bap~t C_ririvention expelled Third BaptiSt 
Church from the convention, although the 
church. was· eventually reinstated. rwTd 
Baptist has also offe:r:ed onsite HIV and AIDS 
testing, ·and in 2008 opposed Prop 8, created 
by· opponents of gay marriage.62 Trµstee 
Ministry Chairman of Third Baptist Church, 
Preston J; Tuin.er, descrH~es th.e church as .. 
haVirig "a social conscience."63 

Above: Rev. Amos c. Brown With San Francisco Mayor 
1:4wio Lee behind the pulpit of Third Baptist Church 
(Courtesy Third Baptist Church) 

'I'hii4 l3ii.ptist Church has a long tradition of hosting key figures in progressive politics and black arts 
and c:Uli:ure. The church has frequently served as the venue of choice for politicians wishing to adchess 
African American audiences and coriStituents in northern California: Jesse Jackson made Third ·Baptist 
one 9f his first stops during his 1984 :U.S. presidential campaign and in 2002 President William Clinton 
attended the church's 150th anniversary celebration in honor of Dr. Brown, his longti:ffi~. friend and 
early supporter. One of the church's .iandmark evertts was a cultural program entitled, "50 Yeari; of 
Choral Music from 3r<1 BaptiSf Chureh," which celebrated the longstanding choral traditloris that had 
become a fixture of the church. 64 

As a reputable community leader, ·Rev. Browri has been invited to sit on several boards and 
commissions such as the National Baptist Convention on Civil Rights, the San Francisco chapter of the 
NAACT (where he served ~ president), md .the Board of Directors of the NAACP. In 1982, BroWn. 
was appointed by then-Mayor Diane Feinstein to serve on the Community College Gov~niing Bqard, 
and was elected for a second term in 1984. Tri 1996 Brown became the second African Americari to 
hold a seat with the San J:<rancisco Board of Supervisors when he was appointed by former- Mayor 
Willie Brown; he was elected to carry oufa second term in 1998.65 

As related ill a Z015 article published by the Sun-Reporter entitled, "Dr. Brown's Activism Praised By 
Colleagues In the Struggle For Civil and Human Rights": 

Dr. AQ:los C. Brown's leadership a8 J,='astor of San Francisco's historic Third Baptist Church, as 
a local and national leader in the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) ·and his activism in the struggle for civil and human rights for all Amerlc~ 

112 Leslie Fulbright and Matthai Kuruvila, "P.rop 8 rivals seek support in black churches," SF Gate, October 22, 2008. 
63 Oral communications with Preston J. Turner, Trustee Minisliy Chairman of Third BaptistChureh, March 29, 2017. . 
64 Clarence Johnson, 'The New S.i=. Supervisorsffo Amos.Brown, This Job is Fulfillment of Destiny,• SF Gate, May 28, ~996; Leah 
Garchik, 'Clinton to help celebrate,' SF Gate, June 19, 2002; David P. Cline, Oral Interview with Amos C. Brown, March, 2, 201~ •. 
~5 David P. Cline, Oral Interview with Amos C. Brown, March, 2, 2013 
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has gained him the respect and admiration of his peers, includirig many of the nation's 
p:i:oniinent leaders of aii races am~ faiths. 

Words used to describe Brown .include "prophetic," "brilliant'' and "the gold standard of 
leadership." 

Longtime Civil Rights leader and Rairibow fush Coalition President, the Rev. Jesse Jackson, 
who was one of Dr. Martm Luth~ Kings lieutenants, said of Dr. Brown, "He stood with 
MLK,: at his feet as a ~fudent in tb.e o.ri.Iy class Dr. King ever taught. Rev. BtoWI1 kept high the 
banner of justice and equaijtJ, ·wri:ving high fu the air. I consider him a personal friend and 
mentor~" 

Rosiyn Browck, Chait;i:i:ian. of the NMCP National Board of Director$ ~~d, ''Dr. Amos C. 
Brown has served a8 "ci.II).ember .and coritint1ed his commitment to the NAACP during his 
years as a Morehouse college studerit;,.We are proud to have him as a member of our board 
of directors, which he serves so effecti,vely."; .. 

For the Rev. Al Sharpton President, National Action Network and host of MS-NBC s "Politics 
Nation," 11Amos C; Brown petsomfies Black activism, the Black church and Black tradition, in 
an unparalleled and uniqt,te way. for one man to serve so strong, £or so long,. puts .hiin :i;n, a 
category by himself."66 

The current president of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors and District 5 representative, London 
Breed, has been a lifelong member of-.ritlrd Baptist Church. In a documentary video celebrating the 

· church's 1501h Anniversary, Breed - who was then the executive director of the African American Art 
& Culture Complex..!... reflected on fu.e ~ignificail.ce of Third Baptist Church: 

Third Baptist for me is a .partner. It's about bringing community together. It's about teaching 
ils about our history to make· sure we never forget how important it is for us to .iriailltain our 
spiritual c~ter and at the same time using our history and understanding wh~t our 
community is really about and taking the opportt.inity to be engaged political1y in order to 
make things better for our coinniunityP 

Undei the leadership of Dr. Amos C. Brown, Third Baptist Church continues to fulfill a oitical role in 
. promoting black community self-determination and advocating on issues that matter to San 
Francisco's African American popuiation. Having come of age in the South during the Civil Rights 
era, Amos Brown actively participated in desegregation activities like Freedom Swnmer, studied 
~der Dr. Martin Luther King, J~. in the only college course King ever taught, and proved himself as 
an influential young leader of the NAACP during his high school and college years~ Dr. Brown's 
ministerial calling brought hiin to Third Baptist Church in 1976 where he expanded upon the activist 
underpinnings of previous ministers, including ~ev. Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr. . 

ea Gail Berkley, ;Dr. Brown's Activism Praised By Colleagues In The Struggle For Civil and Human Rights,• Sun-Reporter, January 15, 
2015. 

67 Third Baptist Church, "Third Baptist Church of Sari Francisco: 16()1h Anniversary Documentary,' 2012. 

8/24/2017 

684 

42 



SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 

The. history of Third Baptist Church, formerly the First Colored Baptist Church of San Francisco, is 
documente.d in two existing preservation planning documents: the State of California's App#caf:ion for 
Registration of Historical Landmark for the church' fj original location at 1642-44 Grant Avenue (fo~erly 
Dupont Street) in San Francisco, and the Draft African American Historic Context Statement. Additional 
information about the history of the church arid its role in the civil righ~ movement is doCUil1ent~d jn 
Black San Francisco: The Struggle for Racial Equality i~ t~e West, 1900-1954 by Albert S. Brotissard, as well 
as ehur$ archives and sotirce documents, including several anniversary books published by the 
chU.rch and archival documents on file at the Cilifofnia Historical Society, the San Francisco A.fric9Il 
American Historical and Cultural Society, the San Fran¢sco History Room of the San Francisco .ful;>lic 
Library, aric:l in local newspapers. A bibliography for further inforrpation about the history of Third 
Baptist Church is included at the end of this document. 
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ARTICLE 10 REQUIREMENTS SECTION 1004(8) 

Boundaries of the Landmark Site 
Encolll.p~sing all of and limited to Lot 013 in Assessqr' s Blocl< 0778. 

Character Defining Features 
Whenev~. a liuilding, site, object, or landscape :is undE!l' consideration for Article 10 Lanchnark 
designation, the Historic Preservation Commission is .required to identify character-defining features 
of the propertj. ·This is done to enable owners arid. th¢ public to understand which elements are 
consid¢red 1Ilc>~t :ixAportant to preserve the J:ri.Storii;:al M.Q architectural character of the pr.oposed 
lanchnark. Character-defining features in.elude all primary exterior elevations, form, m~sing, 
structure,· architectural ornament and materials identified a~: 

• Existing siting of the church complex, including: the church building, its attached courtyard 
entryway with platform, raised staircase, .and curv.ilinear entablature at the comer of 
McAllister and Pierce Streets; a bell tower connected to the church building by the curvilinear 
entablature at the top of the staircase; and the youth center and fellowship building located in 
tl:i.e.soµ.theast portion of the property towards the rear of the site 

Church Building 

Exterior 

• On~story (double height) with m~zanine, reqangular building plan 
• Hipped roof 

Bell Tower 
• Detached rectangular bell tower . 
• Stored border and three raised vertical bands on the east and west elevations of the bell tower 
• Scored square pattern, indented, from each. sici,e on the north elevation of bell tower 
• V erlical wood ribbon windows with divided lites on north elevation of bell tower 
• Detotative square voids toward the top 0£ the bell tower on all sides 
• Cross ornam.ent at top qf bell towe:i; 

Courtyard at north elevation 
• Brick staircase at the comer of Pierce and McAllister Streets with integrated red brick planters 
• Courtyar<;l featuritt.g ~ caner$ platfol'.itj th.at leii.ds to the main entrance of the sanctuary 
• Columns and curvilinear entablature above courtyard at front of entrance, sited at the comer 

of McAllister and Pierce Streets 
• De~orative t~acotta-tile shaped as a$~ and inlaid into the concr~te platform at the top of 

staircase. at Pierce and McAllister Streets · 
• An octagonal baptismal font clad m Roman brick veneer, located at the center of the concrete 

platform at the main entrance 
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North elevation 
• Primary fa~ade facing McAllister Street 
• Terracotta terrazzo at front entrance 
• Recessed primary entrance to sam;:t:uary, characterized by three pairs of metal frame glass 

doors 
• Ornamental incised squares surrounding entrance of sanctuary 
• Ornamental raised vertical bands e~tending from first story to roof qnd surrounding windows 

on north elevation 
• Double hung wood windows with horizontal muntins, filled with yellow glass on north 

elevation .. 

• Jm;et wood-frame cross-shaped window with yellow glass on primary fa~de 

East elevation 
• Vertical wood ribbon windc)'o/s with divi.ded lites on east elevation 
• Double hung wood windows with horizontal muntins, filled with yellow glass on east 

elevation 
• Raised vertical band omiill\e.ntation extending from firsf~ory to roof on ea8t e1evation 

West elevation 
• Wood vertical ribbon windows with divided lites on west elevation 

Interior 

• Lobby 
• EXiSting volume of sanctuary space 
• Pews 
• Stained wood wainscoting 
• Mezzanine 
• Wooden trusses with shaped brackets 
• Brass hanging lamps 
• Raised and recessed wooden pulpit, altar and choir loft, with 18 recessed ornamental squares 

on ceiling above, two identical decorative organ pipe systems flaflking either side of an 

interior baptismal, and space for dturriS and a church organ 

Youth Center and Fellowship Building 
·Exterior 

• Two-story with mezzanine, re~tangular building plan · 
• Flat roofline 
• Inset north facade· 
• Mtilti-lite, wood sash, vertical ribbon window with teXturedyellow gl.ass at north fa~de 
• Multi-lite, wood sash windows with textured yellow glass at first floor of north facade 
• Canopy 

Interior 
• Presence of assembly and educational space at the first floor 
• Gymnasium on second, double-h~ght floor with simple trusses, skylights, and hardwood 

floor . · 
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EXHIBIT A: SIGNIFICANCE DIAGRAMS 
The following diagrams illustrate the lo~tion of interior character~defining features of the Third Baptist Church 
Complex, as described above. Cha,racter-defining features are lapeled below anc;l shad.eel or hatched in green. 
t.Tatches demarcate interior spaces where vpJtµ11,e ~s a.character-defining feature. 

Chureh Building 

~t11Y1&llMIW ';'lll.i~ol\!1¥j 
I 

Youth Center and Fellowship Building - First Floor 

1 
·' 

The significance diagram below illustrates Character-defining features of the interior, including the presence of an 
·assembly space and classrooms/office space. 
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Y(Jufu Center and F~llowship Buil~ing- S~co11P. Floor 
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EXHIBIT B: LOCATION OF THIRD BAPTIST CHURCH COMPLEX (AERIAL) 
The aerial photo below shows the locatioi;l of the 'IJ:tlrd Baptist Church Complex, oul;:lined in red, 
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EXHIBIT C: BUILDING PHOTOS 
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CHURCH EXTERIOR 

Bell tower, $tairway enl_rance and, cou,rtyard, and primary (north) elevation of the main ~urch building 
(constrticted 1952). View southeast. -

North elevations of bell towei: and mam chi.irch buildirig. View south. 
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-· -· ·-. \ 

Detail of vertical wooden ribbon winqows on bell tower. View southwest. 

East elevation_of church building, vertical wood ribbon windows with divided lites and yellow 
&lass, and spu!h elevation of bell tower. View northwest. 
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~. 

Ea:sfelevation of church buildiiig and bell tower as seen from parking lot located on the church 
property. View west. 

y\ :,,;; . ,,jf ;. 
;;,,. · ·• ")· _- ~. I·· - i{.. '"""~.,s::~'"'p:z;cc'if'.·:~ . 

Upper portion of bell tower illustrating decorative scored borders, raised vertical bands, square 
voids, and o:oss ornament. View west. 
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West fac,;ade of main church building. View east. 

Detail of west fac,;ade of maiil church building. View southeast. 
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Cornerstone on the primary (no~th) elevation of the main church building. yiew south. 

West elevation of bell tower and top portlon. of. Qlrvilinear entablature ne~ top of stairs at front 
entrance. View s9utheast. 
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Brick staficase, ~urtyard, integr~~d red brick planters, colm;nns and curvilinear entab)ature at the church 
-~tr_an!:e, sited at the cornerof McAilist~r and Pierce Streets. View southeast .. 

----.. ... ··-=··-·~=~. - _ ___,,_,.:if~ 
Brick staircase, courtyard, columns, and curvilinear entablature at church entrance. View southwest. 
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:Primary (north elevation) of maiµ church hwiciing. View south. 

P~tail of cross-shaped window on primary (north elevatioQ) of main sanctuary building. View southwest. 
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Octagonal baptismal font clad in Roman brick and terracotta still' irilaid in concrete platform in the 
cow:i:yard dfrectly in front of the entrance to the church building. View northwest. 

Octagonal baptismal font at.front entrance of church, view south. 
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Primary entrance to main church bµilding, view squthwest 

View southeast from courtyard. 
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CHURCH INTERIOR 

Church lobby and staircase to mezzanine. View southeast. 

Vestibule/church lobby. View west. ' 
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·---
Sanctuary. View north. 

Sanctuary. View north. 
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Church BUildhig fub~r:~·in{~b;.ary, m~~e, pews. View northwest. 

•• •• •• • • •• •• •• • • •• •• •• •• 
, •• •• •• •• ,··· •• •• •• ,··· •• •• •• !•II 1111 llll 1\91 

lflll _1111 1111 Jill L!!!!!!! __ 

l ' 
Vertkal wood sash ribbon windows wiih 9.i,vld_ed llfy~ and yellow gl;;iss, e;;ist_4't~ior w;i!l. 
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View south. · 

View so.uth taken from inezzanine~· Curhiin is lifted, revealing baptismal.· 
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Choir loft in foreground, baptismal in rear. View south. 

. Choir loft and baptismal. Acoustic squ~e voids overhead. View south. 
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Pulpit and choir loft View southeast. 

Baptismal, located behind choir loft. 
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Mezzanine. View north. 

Mezzanine. View northwest. 
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Window into chndreri's room on I1lezZirilirie. View p.orthwest. 
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YOUTH CENTER AND FELLOWSHIP BUILDING. EXTERIOR 

North elevation youth center and fellowship building, view south. 

~:;;:.·\, -- "·'- ::it· 

Nortl1 elevation, canopy detail. View southeast. 
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Bree'zeway betwe~n youth center and fellowship l:>uilding and sanctuary building. View south. 

Multi-lite, wood sash· windows with textured yellow glass at first floor. Northeast c~me~ of north fa~de. 
View soui:h. 
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Multi-lite, wood sash 
windows with texf;Uje4 
yellow .glass at first floor; 
near northwest comer of 
north fa~de, view 
southwest. 

Vertical wood nbbon windows with textured 
yellow gl~S OI). I).Orth elevation Of youth cenfci 
and fellowship buililing,_ view south.. 
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YOUTH CENTE:R AND FELLOWSHIP BU.ILDING INTERIQR: SECOND FLOOR . 

G~ium interior a,i: secon~ floor, view southwest 

GymD.asiuin interior. at second floor, view south. 
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YOUTH CENTER AND FEkLOWSHIP BUILDING INTERIOR: .FIRST FLOOR 
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·EXHIBIT O: SELECT NEWSPAPER ARTICLES 
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' Religion 
.Negro Baptists Migrate 

f'aEDERl.O.:: 1;)01101.ASS 1:11,YNES, pastor 
of lhc largest .Negro congregatron in 
north.em California, 111ns orphaned w1icn 
he was foµr, and ·began to baU!c i;in his 
own for a Jiving at ll1e age o( t.m. Now 
~u. slightly sn:ying. acd serious. he 
leaks through rimless octagonal spec· 
tacles at~ wo.rl!l"wMre he~ a place 
of honor. He works in a liuercd book
llni:d .lillldy wl!c:rc a · ~ilver cru~ 
calcbo;s his eye when be l~ks up from 
his de$lc. Behind him is a line -drawing 
of llls belijgn. ~lute ~d, wiih a 
pcJFD.diclilar Hick of neatly dipped 
moustache. 6n the wall ~ his right is 
a fn!me;I .~~· tJrilnouncil!g lhl\t 
he bail i:lirned the degree of ·J)oc1or of 
Divinity. Hospitals, private bomcs, and 
public platforms in me !'itjl kn11w thiS 
we!l-ii'Oomed, almOst dapper figcre who 
moves (i:o!ii appoiD111JC111 to appcilnt
melll wlth uJihtirrlcd pr~ion; bur th• 
da1e he ·~s most gladly is on Sundays 
wlien he Jaccs a floc:k which l!as grown 
remarkably sinee tw~ty years ago when 
he came !O Jhe Third Baptist Clwr~h as 
a yonag·m;m. 

Dedicollon. ~t fonnight Dr. Haynes 
pri:sidc4 over a ~cries of .dcdicatloo serv
'"1 ir ... hr11ntl n,.w ,.riifir.,. •• ·h~ t''ll" 

ncr or Plerce and McAllister streets in 
San Francisco. His congrcgaiion of 
.3.700 !1)emhers bn5 raised $225,0DO for 
rhis building. with its patio, and a tower 
crowned by a cross. Architect's plans 
include educational and ad.minrstrative 
plants for Which iticy have ycl ID r~ 

FIU!DElllCK DOUGLASS HAYNES: 
h• mov•s fr-. . .., appointmmt 1,• nppolnt

m•nt "Ith 11nhurril!d pr, ... 011. 

anoihcr $27.S;!lOO. 
lfc wU foVito:d by un;mrmOUS .VO(c to 

lhc palitorate uf iiistoric Third Baptist 
C~u~ch·in 1932.; when· an averagco·con
greption of. 150 worshipped ln pren>ises 
at the comer of Clay :ilnd liyde; Most 
nf 1hr nicinhl!,., werio .ihc'l tinemoloved. 
ami often tlie 1Sunday oft'ering did not 
exceed thiity aollars. There were times 
when 1hci1: .. was no money for th~ min
ister's sahuy." Undaunted, the lithe, 
zellous prcach:r, now with six years of 
pastOJ'lll expcuenc:e in Frl:SnD, pitched 
in and fac:ed the world's harsh jangled 

· THE NEW THIRD llAPTIST Ct!URC P.. 
·;1 ~·QJ' II gttat dQ'r whtlf they sm~g rlieir last praild ill 1hw uld ut1UJ cl~ m,J t1mu:'10 ;;.1 

in ,. phalanx 10 th• nrw. 

Pag•22 California Historical Society 

Article published in Forl;nighf:, )anuary 19, 1953 
Courtesy California Historical Soclety (MS3355A: 

, Bl/F3/Printed Material - Frederick D. Haynes Sr. family 
papers) 
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on·ool r~prQdute 
11i!houtv1111inion (rQM 

tl!& C2llfon:la Hi~orlcal lo;\cl 
of tin f11ncuco 

1 •.!slC. as .he bad once b.:fL -e .in II\~ 
hrin.k o( I,)\ .tei:ns. He put hi:a1 i JI<' 

his ~plc, and re·vitallzcd the chur~h. 
The: deprcs.'ii<'n w~s foU<nved by World 
War II w!Jic!l emptied Ni;d dwclliogs 
1111d inaellscd. the Nogro -populati!11l of 
SF froni 4,sDQ to 9vCr SD,000. Dr. 
Ha~'llC!! s"1zcd )lis C?PportuDliic;. '° that 
last Yolll: his o!d chun;h bulged at tlw 

f 'lCllltlS. · Mapy stol?d throughout th~ 
l mvices, mtd CVl:I)' $up~ay same peo-

ple had lo be turned away. 

' 

. Vidary Porada. lt :was a great mo' 
:neut for the listers and brothers of 
''Third Baptist" when, ~ from cele-
brating their cent~'• ,they ang their 
iast praises in the. old dlurch, and 
.marched In 11 pha!luu to the new. Each 
:>f !lie.in wore a 'whit't: Card bearing their 
Danie and the sum 1hey were subscrib-

' log :for :tho occadon. The cutting or 
ihe :n'lib\ln wblc:l: formally opened the 
doori of the new unctuaiy was pcr
(orined by.Deborah Jobo5on, the youog
csi ·member of 1t.e church, under 1he 
eye·· of ue Robinson, chairman of the 
.Building Commission. Letters of con· 
gratulation came from the White House. 
from ·c'loV¢mor Earl Warren, and from 
1hi: church icaders: Md Mayor Elmer 
RohiiiSo<i."sjiokc nt 11 meeting at which 
die pJaifom1 1n~iuden Juoge l w~rn ;.,,. 
clielson .of the Superior Court of St', 
and Cecil Poale, Negro Depu19 Dis· 
t!;!ct: Attoi'ncy Cor SF Comity. 

P.r;. :ifaYJ1es, tcfteqing upon the cen· 
t"1W)' :an!'! the ereat srep which has 
been taken, 1ikes to tell 1111 anecdote 
about. i fro(~r· or Princeton Uni
versity. Whl! taught oaring for thin} 

. years. On his retirement he was asked 
in an interview what he got from leach· 
ing men how to pull a beat going for
ward and lookin,t: back, for thirly years. 
He replied: 'l \\!Juld rather b~ in the 
company of ten men who are looking 
back l!lld goin1.1 forward, than of ten 
thousand men who arc looking forward 
and going back." The members or 
Third Baptist, with their fresh tiled 
t.an!c in which, according to the scrip· 
1ural precedent or Christ's immeriiOD m 
the river 1ordan, they will baptize: br 
liever.s, are proud of their past. The 
mortality oC California Baptist churcbe·. 
ln the gold rush days was over SO'i1 • 
·Tue nine persons who first met in the 
home of Eliza Davis formed the nucle
us of a sturdy cell of righteousness in n 
world brazenly going to the devil. 
Third Baptists find much ta s'lakc thtir 
·hea<!s abOut in rbc world today. an,.! 
·arc wanting to pr<sc,.,,·c t!>~ pu~ity >f 
: failb so that thcu successon. who le<·k 
back from 2053 wit· find them wonb). 

Foan<JdllT, January 19, 1953 
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Article publishecl ln the Sun Reporter, Courtesy California Historical Society 
(MS3355A: B;!./Fl Freclerick D. H13ynes Sr. family papers) · 
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ccc;<;M SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE, .Fr~y. ~ s, l96SrAGE ~1 . - -. 

. -
.. Wha·· ..... · - t' ·n· - - • . - _T; h .. : W k\ 1 
= _ s -__ --Olllg ·. _ lS ee --~ 

_ · .timQ!Jg -ac_tivities 
schedJ-tW tor JJaY. Area 
0$1Jk.atJoos ue the 
followiug. 

Mrs.:King ltcapticm 
Tlie pal& ls ID~ to 

the nceptiaa. 10 bJ .bek1 fOf 
~Martin~ !41, 
irlJ,e. C!f ~ dvil ~ 
lt.aidet, "1 B o'f',Joctl&ladaJ 
miiia& • tlia ;BQJe Boom 
CIC fbt~ lfo.. 
~/·: •',1.. -

.-~~~isill 
1blt Jta1 Am to presei:¢ a 
~Jl'ieedom Cona:it" at 3 
q'clDCk. ·SandaJ Utenioao 
at the Tbfrd Baptbt 
CJs arc~ 1399 lfcAllls1Cr 
lf.iict. -

lhuda7•s ~ls 
~spc!lQSO(cd by t:i\4 ~ 
1he ~):timlal ~ of Ne
gro Womm ud Bay Area 
w .. 1or P8a(.L 

~may be 
made dfL J01CIJ llcEJ... 
~ HEmJoct 1.azu; 
.Ella J.t. BaD. V.Alm::ia ., 
-. oc a. dsm:cb. Fiii
~ 6'""' 

8/24/2017 

A doAticm of P 'Will be 
:4ed. 

San Francisco Chronicle, March 5, 1965 
Courtesy Thirc;l .Baptist Church 
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Segregation 
Dead, Says 
· Negro Pastor 

The Rev~ Marlin Luther 
Xhlg Jr~, who led the Negro 
tlU.S boycott in Montgomery, 
Ala., two years agop de-
dared here yesterday that 
u. · · .. · .. n· is de-d . ~a on .... a __ as a 
4if ' · rnau· ·~ " I u.00. • 

~ ruthi· r · ! ; . .1..ue o . Y. . . . og .. _ m :un~i:r~ 
taU>. about lS the day vf lts 
b .. ~ .. , ,, he· .d UiltU., c Sal • 

He atttibuted the ··death or 
~egregation to the Supreme· 
Coµrt. decision outlawing it in 
public schools! and to world 
opinion and the ''power of 
'GOd/' 

The young minister said he 
had assumed his duties m . 
A-fo:rit.gomery with a deep con· 
cern. for ".social justice and 
Jocial problems. -

''It wasn't enough for me 
to just preach on Sunqay · 
without trying to correct the ·. 
'°°al condltions that often 
.m.ake people ba<L" he said. 

The Rev. Mt., King ad
dressed a standiog-roori:i--0nly 
~AgregaUon of mqre than 
1000 persons yesterday morn· 
.ing in the Third Baptist 
Churc~ 1399 McAllister 
~reet. · · I 

8/2412017 

A San Franc;isco Chronicle article 
puplished February · 24, 1968 
documents a visit and i;iddress 
that Reverend Martin Luther.King 
Jr. gave to rnore than fOOO people 
at Third Bapti$1: Church, C~urtesy 
Third Baptist Church 

719 



?outce unknown, Courtesy California Historical Society (MS3355A: Bl/F3/Printed 
· Material - Frederick D. Haynes Sr. family papers) 
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·, . 

.~' .::.~-: ~.''._ •· j 1'11E S\.1N Rf.i'm\·1-~:N_. ,o,.rnrd~y. P.l1m~li 6, 191'~ '.. ~ ... i~t;:i:· 
.. ,l_:~:J*~·:_.R,_.,_,ri·i·- HAYNE. S A M.AN F. OR A. ·L. p·· .· .. _ ... " .... , .. ,, ... · ······ ·~- Ji,v: · - · . . · . · · __ t EOP\i.E 

r 
l 

.. ,,~,. .. , , ''f. ... .. ~/ ·· .... ·. " _-,, ~~~f~~2~ -f!i.' ,/~I,.\ , \{;;;~·~~;,·:; . ~~· 

uld"'~tkl:4hlll"''IJlbtO~! 
Bl<>I• !rul.Uule, • J».p:l.1j;t N• 
bk l'i>lltc• U~tt·, 1or fVUf 
)'l•1u;. lk11o-:u-UctnA-fllU• 
prcachN' •l I.he ~I! 1>117• 
whu<>upcn he <'ri::inlu-3\ho 
f1r:;\ }Unlor chttrcb 1,.. Uie 

~J , .. Ji\alf, f'<'hlfo IR'rvbv;;'u111111, .. !. 

"~; ~·~ ~::a~a!a~~~~~: ~:1:~ 
lD'!Jk O\'-er Uw ro.ilplt 111: tl1a 

' Mi-rod r.111lbi ctturl'."li ln 

·;·y~~ ~l~,~~W~Y~.~nd Rev: ~~yna ll'l 1hc CENTER of camlnunlty0 civu;, po· 
l1uc../andrcl1giow: · .. ·.,· 

f'runo. flt CUP<I lD ~n 
t"c;&h~IHO rour years bler, 
.:iMVlf1'l' ,i;pu.lor vi 11•1td. 
r-.J;pt4t C.'llurl'."h h11ro: until 
hi\ ~cJth, ¥1c-dt1c~. Fl'\J. 
~•· When be! c:amt> to 'Jlltrd 
D,o&•lb-l lhN'I? """°fl! i;m\y W 

V!'.•t 
,· :·\' l .. , 

·.,~;·'·""''··~,, ·c: ·. . .• ·. · .... · ., .. , 
;~'de~,f~o·m Clli~ _irt se~er~I Western States ~et in San Francisco -. 

~C>j c;,;;iitfori I~ deaf wiih ghetto ~roblems. Rev. Hayne.;•· 
o~!i,aid Tippit!, Bayard Rustin and.Wilmont Sweeney, were ar· 

;.~ .. tr~~,~~~~·:>;,~\;~~~~~(~~~s·i-..~.~.: .· .. -\ · · 

A tribute to Rev. Haynes published in the Sw:i Reporter, 
March 6, 1971 
Courtesy California Historical Society .{M53355A: B1/F7 
Frederick D. Haynes Sr. family papers) 
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; C1.lllornl11. Si.1.tellll~M.co'Q~ 
'; Wt'Ulloit 1.n-d lhe S.•'~ BapUst · 
)J.llnlshn_Unl~ L.:u:\Jl"lir-1 
h~ fe1:Clvcd~honl>l'111Jdoc
torate J_rnm Bit.hop col1"1:e , 
'.f!cp;i.\~·--·~ -· '' . 

With me~be~r of hls cOngre~-\iOn M~:·J.~~~~b'~~:W~H. ~~.· 
and Oeacan J.H. Pa\ritt<.. - ·' -. "- · ' · 

When \he' Nati011ai'BaPiist Co~VeTitiun·~~,i~rl .. ~n ~~;~~()~~~_'~ 
Rev. Haynes was hort io over 25,000 liapl(•t. fiom th!riu~'!t,I 
country. He greet• NBC's pmiden\ Dr .:JR Ja~k•on a~d Nk~ ~ 
••n •• pastor T :R. Pr0vo•t looks on. · · 

79 



·----------A Gre~tLady Passes 
_ As it must ((J all mortals, deaU! cam.• '(J Charlie M 11 Haynes, We~nesday, May 28. For •. -_- --- . -

thll third time in ~!ne years, ti lstorlc Third Baptist Chut~h held a memorial service for and -- ---- -·, • 
burifld a member of the Haynes famlly. For wall-nigh fifty years the F .D. Haynes f;JmUy · -
served Third Baptist parishioners, as well as the wider San Francls~o community, and 
made a significant contribution to the Baptl~t convantlons of lite nation. ( 

In 1945, Ms. H aynas the late Pr. F .D. H aynas, Sr., and for 26 years she served with , 
distinction as the first lady of the Third Baptist Church, where she endeared herself to the 
entire fellowship. 0 n Sunday, Fe~ruary 10, 1980, a memorable day occurred at Third _- f 
SapUst Church, when Charlie Haynes' ''Day of Roses" was presented. This cele~ratlon 
of the ho.nQro's life of personal dedication and community service had the appropriate , . 
theme: :·A Gracl~~s hdy--A Humble Servant." · ·· · - . - · . _··J· 

Ms. Haynes \US t_he first Bl,~k woman to _be elecfod to public ofiicri In San f ranc\SCO; 
when in 1972 shq w_asJilecte~ tQ tha San Francisco U nlfled School llo@rd.. In hef~rnk~ two • 
Black women have basil elected to olfli:e: E Ila H Ill Hutch and Dor ls Ward, members of the-· -
Board of Supe_rv.t¥~f~'Jtom .1he 4th_ and. 7th Supervlsoral Dlstrl~!~. r11.sp$cnie1y. ~f __ I 
Haynes' mll.~t t~RQit~~t ~011trib.11Uonto e~ucatllin In San Frartcl~cQ.~,.~;~~e ~o,p,~O~.~l~!U~~,:· .. 

:!;~~~1 ;;m1f:r~~1~~~::~~::~~~~=t·:·:_:~t_!!r~;~l~~\f :t~1~{4jl~'~1~h-ir~.1} 
fragrance of roso1.whlla she yet a11ve 1Hnongst lls, .. <·-,h~·-· ., , .• ,.,.,.,.,,._,,,,,.,,, 

~i~kf ~tl~1"14j§1!:~s~~::!1&€~1~:: :Jt:;,[~:;c:,:"~j~, c,''~jlrl 
·• ~J,,Jqica -"'"··~lster_H•'"~'- _was m~slcl,1t!~lP>'' ,,,.g:~'~'~.~tA~: 

djgnmJ: ¢1"1!ed, Gtirls\lan ~ervlc~ "'~9.!lUi•,_,.c,~ . .,"''"' - J~tlu1:~f. 
bfifievet: .· phtcally; Slst1tr Hayne$ h~~·1Jb~:(-~l3J~~P.i _ U}t!~~:.~ 

• ~m .. J''xt; '"~1~' the,v~::!~sari'ar~c~~q·\°M,ti~~~'ifr.;~nr~l lblr,ti~.J 
. unf~ J~ton\i o ·: _ - . __ . Y. _ .. -_ .,,~.~,, •. ~, .. ,,,,Y --~~;"''"- "';"''"" 
'-.;_f_h __ ._ ..•. ·---~_r,,._·.·.~:'· · ;'!i~plrlfaanty ot ~ ~_ry. th11-~;11· .. ,,, ·«• }' , "'''if" 'Ji ·'

1 

-. • · :; : ro n,u~nltY •lif 19ng r·11ll!:!Jn 
. <caring for papple. w:e:i]j 

Sun Reporter, June 5, 1980 

'.Tic aducat1on·11.1o··~;t'l'iV __ 
l~?lb 9 u~ porl' n·~~ -9fltiv!~0J: 
'ii-the ntUld "lo reach DI.\~ an 
'J:~es ta,~chad o.urlivQs,',~~1 1 • . '\. , . . ' . • . . . . . <.;: ~'. ~ ~ -: . ..i.~:i '1"'• 

Courtesy Cslifornia Historical Society (MS3355A: B1/F5 
Frederick D. Haynes Sr. family papers) · 
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APPENDIX: CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL LANDMARK FORM FOR THE ORIGINAL 
SITE OF THE THIRD BAPTIST CHURCH (FORMERLY THE FIRST COLORED 
BAPTIST CHURCH) 
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Revised 
January 1986 

NAME_ ORIGINAT. SITE OF THE -THIRD -;BAPTIST CHURCH (FORMERLY THE 

COUNTY 
FJ;RST. GOLOREI! ~AP'.l'IST. C_HURCJf) .. 
S6N FRAlfGISGQ COUNTY 

STATE HISTORICAL RESOURCES· COMMISSION: . . 

CHATRPE~SON JOHN D, lI"ENDERSON. FAIA 

MRS. PAOLA UOCHOSlAN 

MRS. PATRICIA COLOGNE 

DR. PATR];CU. C. :MARTZ .. 

MRS •. HELEN• SKIRPKIN • 

DATE OF STATE HISTORICAL.RESOURCES COMMISSION ACTION 

CALIFORNIA REGISTERED HISTORICAL LANDMARK 
NUMBER,_· ----~1 ....... 0~1...:;o----____ _ 

DATE FEBRUARY 16, 1993 

---------------1-7'-f------------···· 



S'-~ 9f CalfJqmla ....-'Jbe ~etQt,1r~ Agency 
~El?MT11M QF PA0.KS ANP R.El;:!l~TIQN 

APPLfC" T)QN. fQ~ Rf;G·l~fflAjlON .Qf tti§TOf11CAL LAN~~ARK. 

f\ Name of Proi:>os® Landfrn!!f< Original site. · of the Third Baptist Chul;"ch 
.·· 

(f0.;rme:rly the First Colored Baptist Church), of San Francisco. 

L«ation 1642.-.44 Grant Avenue (formerly Dupont Street) .between Filbert 
•. ; . ·, ·. • . ~- _, 'l' .,,_ . •• • . 

9JlQ G;reenwich .. Streets i S~n F:ran,oisco ~ · 

CQµnty . Sity_ a11d S<??llt~ o! San 'ran<?isco . . ·. . . . . ' . .. . ~- -

Name~ Addre.~ 9f lan.d9wn'er µpon Whose Property laf1dmark is Proposed Diana Doo and 

Davia _Wong~ 164:2,,,.44 GJ:ani::_~v~l'.l:Uer s.an Fra!l:~_is<=o, Cali£o:r:niac 941_33.~ 

Nam(:} ~nd Address of Applicant. Third _13aptis~ Church Phone No.< 41 s) 346-4426 

ti,; this fqnd.ma~ of $tcitew~e. significance a$ de5cribed int~ Sl~tement of Policy? __ Y_e_s __________ ~~ 

Explain (use eictra sheet if necessary): 

Th.i rd Baptist cli\ltcn., San r.-=-anclsco., car:i,~ornia, foUJided in 185~, was 
,.-...,. th.e tir.~i:. ~apt;:ist <::burch est:ab;lishe~_~y African Americans, West ·of· 
f l ··the Rocky"'tiountains·~ ·Tll.i.f? is ¢.o'i.i:f~t:~~d ~Y extensive research o~ the 

history of aap~ht churches· founded or esta·bli$hed by African 
Amedcans in states»West of tn.e ~og~y ~ol)nt~ins. The res~arch 
included surve.ys, Jntervi_e'\tfs, letters, archiv~s of churches and 
church organizations, us~ Qt c!ty, state, fedet;al, public and private 
libraries in Sacramento, Los Angeles, -Oakland, and. San Francisco, and 
z;ecords of historical and ¢.u1tur.a;\ -~~c;i~t~~8-.. ,. 

The comin9 of the Baptist· ~t:!l"i.gion to America and its ~oyement as .it 
$pr~ad l;l:Orosi; the 9oµritry· pr.eeeding its .at:ri val in, tlle area. West 9; 
the Ro~ky Mountains are i::µtopJ,qled .i,n the l;!:ncy.clopedia of American. 
Religio:ns, Thi id Edition. "Senne Baptists came to Ame ti ca from · 
Ericjland 1 some emerge4 f.tom. th~ established British churches in the 
colonies. The e~rlie1;1t 13apti$.t churphes wex.-e. founded by Roger 
Williams and John Clarlu; in Rb.ode Islancl. :F!rst Church iri ···· 
Providence, ·founded by Williams, dates to 1639,H·and Clarke's Newport 
congregation to· 164El." · .. · · ···· · · 

See attached Charts I & II (C<;>ntinued on attached page) 

ts bibliography complete? (To enable verifi~ti<m of statements and claims maqe herein.)_Y_e~s~---

See attachments. 

fs permission of property owner for registration attached? __ Y_e_s ____________________ _ 

("\ . Is approval of property owner.to pla.ce a plaque attached?·_._Y_e_s...;.·-------------~--
ls proof of reasonable protection for requested landmark attached? __ Y_e_s _________ ~~~-

Are photographs, prints, or drawlngs. (two vi~ws) attached? ___ Y_e_s __________ ~--------
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"Baptist mi~sio.ns among th~ i:;lave.s, 4ate' to th~ beginpin9 0£ ~apt ht 
hi$tory, and the effor~~ .nti;l.dE! ~!1\0i'i.9 the black tnembers of Rog~r-s 
wuu~mlll' ~:rovidence Churob. aut in the~·1701rrG·-.a_s Baptists niove4 into 
lhe south, $lav~$ grew to· be a lar·ge perqentage of the Jnetnbers.hip. 'fti.e . 
Fir~t Blaclt ~aptist. Cbur<;:h w~s fo~,l!i;~d ·pt Silver· Blutf, south Carolina.., 
betweeI) 1773 ~n·d l-775. Wi.thli:i a, few years, a second cb..u·rqh wai;; ~ormed 
at Williamsburg; Vir9in5.a, a:t the invitaUon of the white Baptists~ A 
t)lird c::hurc_h, w~~ formed in Savannah in 1779. ~roiti. these three, others 
$pqm9 up acr:oss the ·South. it. 

"Northexn !';>_lack~, e.sta.bl i shed .aap~i.t?t churche$ ;;tf ter the.. turn of. the 
centi.:q:·y. ';l'he J~y Str~et Cntirch of Boston wa$ founded in 1804, with New 
York ( 1808) and PhJladelpti.i~ (leO~) ~ '!'he Al;>yS.sini.an a.aptist Church in.· 
~ew Yo~k woul.d later b·e J;>astored by con9re$s.ma11 Adam Clayton PowelL" 

"As .th~ c:eaction of slave ·owneJ;f:i. to slavt;! :i;ev<;>lt$ cut into the freedom 
Of slaves to .spr;ead their religic;m,, aJJ.5.i a.s ~any $laves .fled· nqrth anq 
west, l;!qptist, cpljrclles sprea·d. in. the Midwest." r.ater tn ·the ·1aoo 1 s, 
the aapti~t reli~ion. mov,ed als.o in,t9 the area West of the aoc;:ky 
Mpuntat.n.s -~ 

During the. p~i:-iod.. b~gtnning in :iss~. teoords show that many Bapt~st 
0
_ ·f· -~, 

chureh.t;!.$ -wet.e or<janiZ~d .by Afdcan AJ;nerioii\ns. 'l'he first chuI:"oh West ' · } 
tl\e Rocky :J'l_ount.ai~s,· foun·de.d in 1852, was the ,f.:irst Colored Bapti$t 
Church of San· Fra·nCisco, later; to l:?e renamed Thi rd· :aaptist Church. 

~e bave listed a few Califcn:·n.ia cities ;;tnd other states in which 
Bap.tist chµrches were e~tabli~hect. In Charts I and II, a.re listed the 
founding .Q_ates O.f the first Baptist chu.rches in cities of Califotnia 
and other states f9,r t\1.e sa)te of CO!'.l\parison. It is noteworthy, that 
San Franc:dsco l_ed Hie fi~l.d .Q\u:in9 the Gold aush days, with the 
esta}=?lishment in 1652, pf the First Colored Baptist Church, later 
renamed Third B~pti$t Ch'U_rc;:h. 
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1. San Francis¢o. 

2. StocJq:.on. 

3. Marysville 

4. Sacramento 

). Los·~geles 

>. r-i.,n Diego 
~ 1 . 

1. .nedlands · 

3. Riverside 

>. Oakland 

.0. Bakersfield 

.1. San Jose 

.2. Pasadena 

Chart I 

Founding Date~ p~i. Jlistoiical Data of Cali~ornia 
Africari'~er:i.can Baptist Churches 

C.hurch Name Year.Founded 

Fir~t Colbred Baptist (Third~ 

.secon<l B~ptist 

Mt. Olivet 

Siloam (Shiloh) 

First· Baptist (Second Baptist) . . . .. . 

:Beth Eden 

seco.nd Bap.tist 

Ailtio.ch 

Friendship 

followed Los Angeles 

-followed ~os Angeles 

followed Los Angeles 
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l.852 

1857 

1857 

].857 

rass 

1B9Q 

1892 

1893 

1893 



state 

L • cal,;i. fQrni~ 
., 

Nevadei .. 
3, Wyo.ming 

L Montana 

) . Utah 

) . Washington 

7. Idaho 

3. Oregon 

} . New Mexico 

'LO. Arizona 

C:h.art Il. 

Founding :Pates pet Historical. Pata of African Am.e.rican 
a.apt;ist dhilrqhej; w~'st of the Ro(;:ky ·Mountain~ 

sa11 Fra.nci:sc.o 

Church 1'larne 

T}l~rd Baptist 

Fi ut Baptist 

Year Founded 

1852 

186;3 

n . ~ 

.V~r·91.nia City 

Ch'~y.erm~ Second Baptht late 1870'.s or eii:rl¥ l.1380 's 

Nc:> 13lacl<. 2aptis·t Churches before 1852 
(catholic ·aeligi.on) 

Sal:t l'.il!l.k.e <;ity C.alv;;i.ry 

Seattli:! 

Pocateilo 
BQise· 

ttt.· Z.ion 

First Colored Baptist 
~t. Paul Missionart 

Mt .• Oliver 

Mt. Oli.ve 

Mt. Calvary 
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1890 

1909 

1908 
. 1909 

18·~0 

1903 
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aBJ.EE Ht STORY~ DESCRIPTION (Corresponding to one or more items uricier l, II, or Ill of the .Statement .of. 
Policy.) · · ·· ·· · · · · · · ·· · · · 

.• ~:. · thir~ Bapt;;.ist. Church, the. first Aft;ican American Baptist Church West ·o:f 
":'·;.,_, th'? Rocky Mountains, was ~ouncled in August 1952, bya group of devout 

0;hri~.tians: A,praJ1,~ .~.r9.~, Thomas Bundy, Thomas PavenpoI;"t; M:iilie Denton~ 
· . trenry fields~· G'ec»rge ·Lewis; and Fielding Spots, in the home of William 

· all,d Eliza Davis witp Reverend J •. w. Capen ·moderating the organiiationa:l 
meetin8• Th.e offic~al rec.ogni..tJ.on of the First Colored ]~;:tptist Church 
wai;; granted oq October 11, issz. In 1855 the qame ya$ changed to Third 
Baptist Church. The church incorporated .in J..906. · · 

The first chl!r'ch bail.ding was located on the ea.st side of Dupont .Street · 
(:t:"¢rtamed ·Giant: Avenue) between Greenwich and Filbert Streets.. Later l. t 
was relocated· to the co"riler of Bush and Powell Streets. Following . the 
desti;u~tion o~ thC!,t puildil1g by the fire which accompanied the 1906 
earthquake, ·a, new ed.ifl.ce, wa$ ei;ected on Nol> J:lil.l, at: Hyde and Clay :Sts. 
!n.19~i, the.sanctuary,-.:1;.li~ fi:rst phase of a mass~ve building pl~p,' w~$
btiilt: At 13?.9._MC.A,~l.i:stet S.tr·e~~~· Tue Yout.h_Cel'.l.~~~ ap.d Q~JJ,~e. !?u~ldirig 
was complet:ed, it) 1957. · · · · · 

Reverend Charles Satchel;J. wa;s th~ fi:i;st regular pastor and the U.rst 
Africa11 Acriericatj pastor. He had been con:imissioned by the Ho.me Missio.n 
Board of t:he A91e:ricaI1 Baptist Convention to estabJ.ish. _c;hurch~s ,itl tl:ii=. 
Midwest du,ririg the early 18~0' s. Other pa1;1tors serving ,.the church during. 
the .f.irst e.ight decaqes were; 'l;'ho.m~s gow~ll, Arnold Medberry, Johµ . . · 
Fr~ncis_, J .•. B~ Knight; O~ C. Wheeler, John R. Young; George Duncan, .J~ ·H .• 
Kelly, J• M. R:i:d.dle., All¢.n,NeWlnan, J. A. Dennis, Elpert Moore, ~md.James 
D. Wilson. The me111bership fluctuated l;le~ween 13 ar,.Q. 24~ .... tt .s.hoµi<f: . .b.~ .. 
noted t:hl;lt the Rev. ~lb¢:r=:t Moore {1924-.27) recognizing. the vital impo.:ri.-

(1tn.~.~ .9.f .. ~_du~~~~<?~~ e~t-~bl.~,sp~~ .. ~ .. s~~o,l~rshi_p f1:1n~. . . ' · ...... 
) •! ·~ ..... ,.,-. ....... • '•' • .... ,~·:.c ·<'" ;,.. ""'·'- . .'· .... ,,.- _.,.,. -' ; • .. ;._,,,., , ... , . • . . . . . :. "· . . . 

On October 1, 1932,' .Rev.· Fr.ederick Dougias ·Haynes,· Sr., a·ssumei:i the leader:
ship of 150 parishioners as pastor of Third Baptist Church. During his 
pasto:i;:ate of nearly 40 years, (1932-1971), he rebuilt the church, reorgan
ized the internal func.ti.P.nipg, developed a sound financial program, and 
increased the. membership to 3000. · 

He was the first African American to run for the San ~rancisco Board of 
Supervisors·~· ari election in .which h~ was ·narro~ly defeated. In additio)l "'" 
in .the politic·al, social acti_on, and economlc arenas he appointed a Civic. 
and-Social Act~:oi! Cominitt~e ~9 st1:1dy the i~sues and advise the meµibersJJ.ip · 
and other ~n.te.re$te0. parties how to v:ote in th~ com.mun:i,.~y • s best inter es ts; 
and orga,nized the Third B,aptist Credit Union which later.m~rged with ·the 
American Baptfst ·credit Union. 

On October 21, 1952, one·hundred .years after the founding of the cburch, 
Rev. Haynes, Sr., led the,congregation from the ijyde and Clay Streets . 
site to the e~if i~e. !it J~9~ tlcA.l.lj.E!.~.~;_ _ ~.t:r:e~~ • .. 
The Frederick.Douglas Haynes Gardens,"a low income housing complex, wa~ 
l;>egun iJi order to accommodate the influx 9f people, many .of whom wel:"e . 
African Americans. · · · · · 

After the death of R~v. aaynes, ·s~., in 1971, Rev. James Spencer, Assist
ant Pastor, was chosen as interim pastor February 197L Plans for the 

n.E'.rederic;:.k. Dp1:1glas H~ynes· G.arclens were continued. Five i:nonths .later the. 
' church IJl.~r f.gage w:as burned.· 

(continued) 
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i2B!E.E1_41SIDR'( .AN.o. Qf=!?CRIPTION (Corresponding to one ormQre items under I, II, or lll of the Statement of 
Policy.) .. . ·· · 

THIRD BAPTIST CHURCH (continued) 

0I1 June 25, 1.972, the Rev~ Fr~deri,ck. Douglas ~aynes, Jr. chosen to SU<:,- n 
ceed his ~:atber, ~~~um~d l.li~ pastoral duties. D'!-J:"ing his pastorate (1972 -. j. 
1975), the Frederic~ Douglas aayn~s Gardens Housing complex was completed; · 
a prison ~:i;ni.stJ:Y was implemented, and the now fainol,ls C~t;hedral Choir was· 
organize<J a!ld hegan presenti.ng concel;'tfl in, other cities Q.nd states. 

After the sudden qe~th op Se:Ptet'llber .3, l.975, of Rev. Haynes Jr., Rev. 
Johnni~ Rol:ri,.nson; a· fornier ¢h:urch .1:1.s.si.~~~nt pasto·r, was appointecJ. to 
serve as int.erim pasto:r. He cont:inued the 'ministry of his predece$sor in 
a commendab:i~ ma;nner. 

The c11rrent p~st;or, RE:iv~ Amos C• Bro-wp, began his pastor::tt-e <;>n September . 
19, 1976 •. A dynamic leader, b:i,.s cQ~ml..~pi~p.; t;~ the spiritual 1e<iuga,tional, 
and. c:~v~c aspects of the chtirc~ program i~ refle9ted. in hi~ .<;~Yi..l. t;igh~s 
activities, devel.<>pment of an :1,.n.-.hol.lse skills network, a religiotJS educ·a.,. 
tion px-ogram, anc;l an .educational. suppo;r;t system~ A. six-week summer school 
session taugh:t by cre~ent:ial7d :~~?~b.!?;o,s .. ~n.ap}~n~ students at all gra.4e · 
levels tp ~a).:p acade1111.c cre~ht :i,.n the San FrancJ.sco School System, has. . 
he;n in .operatiqn fol;' a :cl~<i~P:~. · Tu.,~. young Adult "~rogr'ani. and the SC.ho).a,r
ship Program have been :expanded. Qb;urch membership has increased. · 

Third l3~tist Chl.p:ch wa.s amen,& th~ first ~ponsors of Ethiopian refugees, 
and an Ethiopian Ref~g·ee Ceut:e.J; ·~nd ·hou~ing and training p;i;ogram is in 
its fifth. y¢a:r of operation~ The .church was rec·ently cited by the United 
Nation~ ·High Commissionet ·f6r 9ut.s .. J::~ndJng leadershfp in .serving· the I)ee.Q.s 
of refu.gees 'fi'oni Africa. · · · · · 

The church was. a prim~ mover of a new d.~v~lopment and expansion program - n 
developlt\ent of the W~s:t Bay ·Community Services Center, a central place zor 
organizations which ite invol:ved in c.ommunity .services, on Fillmore Street in 
the Weste:i;-.n Ad<li.tfop_ :R:~g¢ye+opinent ,2\rea. This center provides add,if.iori~l 
sorely ne.eded facilities. · Of,i;ice space, banquet halls~· meeting rooms·, etc:. ; . 
rented below market value are. ~de :available. The West Bay Community Servi9~s 
Ce.nter :P,eld an Open House on. Jµly 12, 1992. · 

In summary, Thir4 Baptist Church has· distinguished it.sei~ ~s a. _bastion 
of strength for African Ameri~ans_ ~I14. ne:~coiners to California since· the 
Gold Rush.. Foi; 140 years it has made outstanding ·contributions to the 
religious, social, political and physical well-b~ing of the comqiunity, 
city, state and µatio~~ It has had a profound influence on the history 
of California throµgh.its uninterrupted service offering spiritual guid
ance to se~~~rs on many levels q~ human need and underst~~ding. 

The church for many years has served a~ a training ground for ministers 
called to s.erve as pastors in California an~ ot't~er states; implemented 
a priSOJl mi-nistry in San Francis~o and Vacaville;· provi,.dect .. :low c9st 
J:io~sing, scholarships and summer s~p~ol _ s~.s.~:dons; sponsored food for· the 
hungry, voter educati.on and.registration programs, as' well as a Senior 
Citizen program and aid and t.raining for African refugees. 

In addition· t~ the se:rvices stated·, Thil;d Baptist Church Q.as provided. 
meetit1.g facilities fQi;: lc;ical, Bay Area, state, regional and nat~9nal 
civic and ~eligious organizations, including the California State 
Senio.r Legislature whe~ the chairman of Third Baptist Senior Center was 
a member ot that body. Third Baptist Church was also ~ery instrumental 
in determining policy with the San Francisco Community College .Board, .. as 
Rev. Amos C. Brown was elected to its board by the electorate of San 
Francisco. 
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:a.B.!fEH~STORY ~ DESQRIPTION (CorresPQ11ding tb one or r:nore items under I. II, or Ill of the Statement of 
Policy.) . .. . . 

THIRD aAl?TlST CUURCH (continued) 

~-, ' .. ·.··.,:·. •1..,,., ·.··• 

For the above menti~rned reasQns, we believe that w~ ·have inet t;h~ r;equ:ire
ments of a l.~ndmark of sta;tewii;le sig~ificance and the val.idity of our 
beginning statem~nt; Thi.rd Ba:pt:i.st Cqurcl:l, San Francisco_, CalifoJ;nia, 
founded in 1ssi, :i,.s the .first .Baptist Church estabJ.ished by African · 
Americans, West of the :Ro~ky Mo4Tita:;t11s •. 

·l ~ .. : ! ' 

.(\ 
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NEVADA 

Virginia Evening Bulletin. September 10, 1863, ~:1. 

Territorial Enterprise, June 29, 1868, Z:S. 

·Rosco, Elmer R., "Good Tinie Coming?", Black Nevadans in the Nh>,eteenth .C~ntury. 
Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Pre~s, 1925, page 174 · and 1.75. · 

Enu:y in Second Directory of Nevada TerritOry; Virginia, 1863. 

Martensen, Lee, Librarian, Nevada Historical Society;· letter. 
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Letter from Dr. James Ly~ch, :Pirector of Library, American Baptist Historical Societ')', 
The American Baptist Samuel_s Colgate Historical Li~racy. 

Americaµ Baptist Histwic!ll Society; letter. 

WYOMING 

SeCOlJ.d Baptist Church, hi.st9rical records. 

IDAHO 

St. Paul J3aptist Church, b,istotical re.cords. 

Jacobs, Elizab.eth, Librarian; Id~c;> State Historical Society. 

Oliver, Mam,ie 0., Jd@q Ep9µy: l'be Afro Arrierican.d Presepcy_ i!I. Idah_o ,.SJa!C W~~o9'; 
State Centen,~lll :E4itQr, ·199Q." ·pa.ge 24 and 25. 

OREGON 
Pp;rtland 

Wardin, Albe.rt W., Jr., Baptists in Ore~n. J>ortlanci, Oregon: J{l~n Baptist College, 
1969, page 356. · · · · ·. · · · 

Letter' from _Dr. James . Lynch, Dire·ctor pf Li~nq-y, A.merican Baptist Historical Society. 
The American ·Baptist .$amuels Colgate Histotic!ll Libr;:iiy, 

NEW MEXICO 
Albuquerque 

Letter from Dr. James Lynch, Direcior oi Lil>taey, A;merican Baptist Historical Society, tJ 
The American Baptist· Samuel~ Colgate ;Historical Library. 

Mt. Olive Baptist Churcb, historical records. 

ARIZONA 
Tucson 

Lawson. Harry, Phd., i•African American Churches in Tucson". A Report of the 
African American Internship Proje~t. Sponsored· by Arizona Historical Society and 
Pima Community College. 

WASHINGTON 
Seattle · 

Mumford,. Esther, Seattle Black YictOriail.s. 1856-1901; Seattle Ann\lnc.e Press, 1~90. . . . . . .. 

Third Baptist Church Survey,· late l870's or early 1880's 

UTAH 

Davis, R,ev. F., Throu~ the Eyes of Many faiths, 1990; Utah Heritage Foundation 
Church . Tour. 

Third Baptist Church Survey. ~ 

. .. l 
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MONTANA 

B.cck, Pa~ nsu~ey Coordjn~tor for State of Montana"; Telephone In.~ervjew: Catholic 
Religion· prevailed. No Baptist as early as 1852. 

Encyclopedia Britannica, 1960. page 772. 

Letter from Dr. James Lynch, Director of Ubraiy; _American Baptist Historical Socil~ty. 
The American Baptist Samuels Co.lQ.;ate Historical Library. 
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August 14, 2017 

Desiree Smith 
San Francisco Planning Department 
1670 Mission Street #400 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Dear Ms. Smith, 

. ~'.vt'.}..~ ;yj Hearing ''-/ \'\ 

Third Baptist Church f6f S'a~ Francisco, Inc. 
1399 McAllister Street • San Francisco, CA 94 1 15 

41 S.346.4426 · 415.346.4259 fm · www.thirdbaptist.org 
Dr. Amos C. Brown, Pastor 

Thls is confirmation that the Third Baptist Church of$an Frand$co leadership has appr.oved that the properties 
located at 1399 McAllister Street be dE;!signated h1stprical .landm~rks under Article 10.~ Preservation of 
Historical Architectural and Aesthetic Landmarks of the S.an Francisco P.lann:ing Cr;:ide. l.t.is our understanding 
that this isa follow-up to the l!nanimous Historic;~!, ~reservat.ion Resolution S3;s approval on July 19, 2017. We 
are fully aware of the stipulations for landmarkdesignation,this indud~s .all of the plans and structural layout 
for the properties th.at were c;onstructed.consecutiv.ely in 1952 arid 1956; with the sc;hematic drawing and 
plans for the future education.al buildin~ on the·park.ing lot.. 

We look forward to a successful final approval before the Landmifrk Commission and the Board of Super\fisors 
following the August 16, 2017 hearing. 

Sincerely, 

~t-~~ 
Dr Amos C. Brown, 

pmA~~~,.h. 
Z-lnso Campbell, 
Chair of the Deacon's Ministry 

~fA·h~4- }~ ~r'StCYn J. Turn , 
Chair of the Tru ,t e Ministry 
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53 Manor Drive 
San Francisco, CA94127-2'733 
July 13, 2017 ·· . · · · 

San Francisco Planning Commission 
1650 Mission Street, Suite 400 
San Francisco, CA94103-2479 

Supject: Third Baptist Church,..... L~;mdrnark Designation Program 

Dear Members of the Pl.arinLng Comm.issiori: 
. . 

I am writing in. support of the measure· of id~ntifying Third Baptist Church as a Historical 
Landmark)lia Article 10 Landmark Designation 1,mder.the Landma.tk Designation Program as I 
am :unable to attend the hearing on July 19tti. . . 

Like ma:n:y other Affi~an-Arne.r!can farnilies, rny parents c~me to California In the mid-thirties as 
a part. of the mass movement from the sol!th. :$hor11y after their arrival here, they united with 
Third Baptist. At the ti.me, it was located at the corne·r of Hyde and Clay Streets. 

During this era, mt older brother and sister were born. The family continued its membership 
with the church anq, in. 1954,w~s part of thi3 grqup· tl\at planned, packed, and moved to 1399 
McAllister Street, a facility, as,I und~rstand·it, was constructed !n whole or in part by members of 
the congregation .. 1 was borri Jat¢r than year. 

Over the yea~s, 01,tr farr:ifly was a very active part of the life of Third Baptist participating in the 
choirs, usher boarcjs, sund.ay School, Baptist Training Union, children and youth activities, 
sports teams, etc. Because of :vai"iotis life changes, my siblings as .adults moved on to 0th.er 
congregations. However, my mother cind .father continued their membership with the church 
until their respective deaths in 1988 and 1998. My husband, youngest son, and I remain as 
members to this day, and. still particip$te in various facets·of tne church. 

. . 

In writing· this letter, i think .pf the many senior members (most now deceased) that I became 
acquainted with: Many of them CC\me from the Hyde and Clay location and· always had stories to 
share. 

Another one of the treasured memories I have growing up in "Third" are the friendships I made 
and the lessons I was taught.both spiritually as well as those that have aided me in my current 
profession and sociaily. Although we all now live in various cities, I remain in contact with a · 
number of childhood friends and acquaintances because the village in which we participated 
created a bond for us. 

"Third" has always been that "cross on the hill", recognizable to all who have come in contact 
with it. In its going on 63-year existence at its current location, the church has provided much to 
its membership and surrounding community, as well as throughout the nation and the world. 
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San Francisco Planning Commission 
Page Two 

Over the years, we t]ave. been exposed to personalities such as Marian Anderson, Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Paul Robeson, and Ad.am Clayton PovitelJ, .Jr., just to name a few. In more recent 
years, individuals such as Jesse Jacl<son, Al Sharpton, Willie Mays, and Cassie Russell have 
passed through our doors. 

Education has been an important part of chi.m•h life exposing youth to various institutions of 
higher learnitJg, supporting the academic goals of many young people. My siblings and I were 
all recipients of the;i educational funds provided fo Yo~n9 people. My youngest son was recently 
the recipient of a private scholarship as a result of his involvement in the church and has · 
applications submitted for two others. 

As you can see; many people have benefftted l:>Y the opportuhitie$. ·made available by Third 
Baptist and for this reason, I believe coming genEm~tions .~houl.d .!\now the. contributions that the 
church has made by having it designated as a historical landmark. 

Tflank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Beverly A. Boone 
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July 19_, 2017 

An<;lrew Wolfram, Comml$sion President 
San Francisco Historic Preservation Commission 
16SO Mission Stre.et, Suite 400 · · · 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

RE: New Third eapti$t C~urch La.ndrnark Designa.tio"n 

Dear Presidehl Wolfram: 

ANTHONY G. WAGNER 

563 Nineteenth Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94121~3116 
anthonygwagn_ersr@gmail.com 

I regret that I am unable to physically appear at today's hearing. I chair the Sutter 
Health Bay Ai"~<l· Board of D.irectors, and our Board's regular 12 noon meeting is being 
held today at our Erne:ryville. heaoquarters. If is for that reason I am submitting this 
letter of support to grant landmark status to the ttiird Baptist Church of San Francisco, 

I have been a. deac;:on · a.t Thlrd SapUst for 40 years, served as Chair of the Worship 
Committee, Sunday School teacher, and recently, Chair of Pastor and Mrs. Brown's 
fortieth year anniversarY ce.lebrations. . 

For a 165 years, Third Baptist t.H:l.~ been a beacon of hope to the San Francisco Bay 
Area; never treating the is.sues pf so.ciety ·as separate from the mission of the church, 
particularly whem members of the- church were directly affected by systems of evil. 
Whether our first Pastor-of African de.scent, the Reverend Charles Satchell, the second 
longest serving Pastor, the Rev~r.end Oqctor Frederick Haynes, Sr., or our current 
Pastor, the Reverend Ooctor Amos Brown, it has always been in the DNA of the 
leadership of T.hird Baptist Church to ·address the societal ills of our community ·while 
providing spiritual succor to the faithful. 

Personally, I think this designation is long overdue, partic;ularly when a relatively 
recently created newcomer; i.e., the Alamo Square District, was designated as a historic 
district. I strongly support this .designation for Third Baptist and would hope it could be 
granted before ·September 8th when we conclude. our fortieth pastoral anniversary 
celebration in a program featuring former President William Clinton as our speaker. 
Thank you for any forthcoming support. 

Sincerely, 
Anthony G. Wagner 
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Testimony in support of Article 10 designation of 1399 McAllister !>~reet July 19, 2017 

John Wi.lliam Templeton 
Author of '1African-Americaris in tbe West" Oxford Encyclopedia of African.;.American History 
Panelist, P~Gific Qoast Sranch, Arnericc;in Historical Association, Aug. 2017 
$ubject Matter Expert,· San Francisco Mariti.me National Hisforical Park, Presidio, Alcatraz 
Creator, California African-American Freedom Trail · 
Memb~r, Ct1lturaf Oiversity Committee, State Historical Resources Commission 
Editor, Our.Root$ Run D<:J.ep~ t.he Black ExpQrience in California, Vols. 1-:4 
Author; Come (o the Water: Sharing the Rich Blapk Experience in San Fmnpisco 
President, Jackson Ward Project Area Committee, Richmond, VA 1982-87 
Conseivator, ·Clarence Gatso-n and W.esl'ey Johnson Photo Collections 
History· advi$or, Amiru :Songhoy (P~ram6unt Chief), Bamako, Mali 
Sesqu\centennial speaker, Rev .. Thor,ri~s $tarr Kin.g, First Unitarian Univers~li&t Church 
Author.Road to Ratification: How 27 States Tackled the Most Challenging Issue, Jn. Ameri9an 
History 

1399 McAllister Stre~t is a site of national significance because of its association.with what ttie 
National Park. Service calls th:e inost important social movem.ent of the 19th· ~entury-:-:the 
abolition. of slavery • .It is the pur.rent. sanctuary of Third Baptist Church, founded in 1852 .. 
Accordingly, it should have peen· recognized in the 1970s when toe fprrnal histori.c designation 
pro.cess began, when.referertced ill the Five Views study or certain.ly in f99S when the orig(nal . 
sanctuary of Third Baptist~hurch became a state registered landmark. · · · 
It is equally important because_ the Underground Railroad never ended for Third Baptist C_hu·rch.1 

aethel A.M.E;. or first.A.M.E .Zi.on. all founded in 1852. African-American church prop~tties 
associafed With the 19th century.are fypically awarded National Historic Site status, al)d sites 
associated. with prominent pastors of ttw 20th century are as well. . 
Predominately white churches:in San Francisco of the 19th century were landmarked decades 
ago. · · 
It would oe <ii. mistake to acceplthis designation without exploring why it has taken so :1ong to 
occur, or why.this a!one i!:l in~c;iequ~te tci the task of adequately interpreting the black church _in 
San Francisc.o as a catalyst_inAmerican history. · 
Profound misinterpretation of American history has led to s_uch catastrophes as the Dylan Roof 
massacre in. i;:ljenezer A.M.E;. Ctiurch. In recent years, San Francisco police and neighbors 
have made calls to the ciirrerit. site. of Third Baptist Church to complain about noise at what 
should be considered .a hallowed national shrine. 
As a historian and as a person of faith, I would be remiss to be smug about the lowest level of 
historic designation. 
This week, I am leading a 25th anniversary tribute at the African Burial Ground National 
Memori.al in loW$r Manh~tt;m with a<;lditional events at Hamilton Grange and Grant's Tomb. 
The proper context far· appreciating Third Baptist Church is a global and national one because it 
is deeply connected with the main threads of the black experience. 
Seventy-five percent of captives in the Middle Passage came from the highly-advanced 
Spnghoy Empire, which covered an area twice the size of the United States, and most of the 
rest from the Kingdom of the Kongo, another nation~state. 
They brought with them generntions of burial and religious practices. From the inception of 
Western Hemisphere slavery to the American Revolution, they had to bury their dead in 
secrecy. Those burial servi9es were conducted through retention of African tradition practices. 
Although every thing el~e was taken away from them, they insisted on burying their dead. The 
first organizations were burial societies.. · 
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When Anglican theo!i;>gians made the tortured conclusion in the 18th centµry thi;it Africans 
should be taught to read in order to rec:id the Bible, it opened the way for the syncretizatlon of 
African and European worship practices. · · · 
Significc;intly, all of ~he early black churches prior to 1830 had African or Apyssinian in their 
naf11es, a rhetorical nod to their spiritu(:ll source. The result was the creation of churches which 
fulfilled the purposes of defining humanity for Africans .as the institution where they maintained 
control 
Third Baptist Churcl'l's founders had been part of that mc;>vememt f~r decades before arriving in 
S~n Francisco. Dr. Amos C. Brown Jr., the qi.Jrrent senior pas.tor, is .expert ii'} the journeys of 
Rev. Charles Satchell, who i.s comparable to the f\lew Tel3tament Paul as an evangelist of the 
faith. 
Through him and the founders., who intentionally travelled by ship for months to reach San 
Fran.cisco, was carriec:I a special mandate. · . 
As early as 1830, Bishop Richard Allen identified California, then led by.the first of several 
Mexican governors of African heritage as .a pf ace for blacks to move. The earliest ((onventions 
b¢ginning in 1816 were focused on where free Africc:i.ns couJd .90 to e5c;:~pe not 6nfy $layery but 
significant proscriptions where s!fwery was no longer I.egaJ. · · · ·· 
The movement to California was not just one of escape, but a significant strategic move which 
accelerated the end of bondage. 
Jarnes. Brown and George Washington Dennis, among those founders, wori:<ed cl.o.s~ly with 
Miffli.n Wistar Gibbs and Peter Lester in the creation 9f th.e Frcinchi~~ league in 18!.?1 arn;t with 
Mc:iry Ellen Pleasant. . 
After the first Underground Railroad rescue in California in S1=in Jose ih ·1850, the three churches 
quickly organized along With Presbyterian and Episcopal congregcitlons which lii:we not survived 
165 yiiars; to put the longevity in context. · · · · · 
They operated in an environment dominated by Sou.t.hern i>Yrnpc;ithizers after the <;;old Rush who 
passed the right of testimony, franchise and possessory act limiting courts, voting ·~nd property 
ownership to white men. . 
Yet they .understood that keeping the 31st state in a nation. ectu~lly baJ~n.c.ed before 1850 with 
slave and free states from joining the slave ranks was .important to the overall abolition .struggle. 
They were armed for battle through the teachings of African Free Schools, started by 
Revolutionary heroes such as Alexander Hamilton in New York and BenJC1min Frankl.in in 
Philadelphia:. The Northwest Terrltories, which had .banned $lavery; were fe.rtile ground for the 
church-building activities of Satchell, who was p;astoring cJmrch.es in. Kentucky ahd Ohio in the 
1830s. · · 
Where black and white church goers had to connect in secrecy on the East Coast, they could 
collaborate in the open in San Francisco, with a number of prominent white Califorolans 
sh.owing up in. the programs of the three churches. · 
In the case of Third Baptist, its first sanctuary was purchased tram Howard Presbyterian Church 
and the church joined the San Francisco Baptist Association, reporting in 1857 that its "main 
purpose was the elimination of American Chattel Slavery. 
Third Baptist helps eliminate the misconception that Africans were passive bystander.s in their 
own liberation. Instead, its history underscores the remarkable sense of purpose and clarity 
among. three million who were restricted from communication or political activity. · 
Therefore, they had to compensate through the quality of their oratory and writing. The three 
churches are notable because of their ability to convince powerful whites of the justice of their 
cause. 
The young people of those churches were educated in local versions of African Free Schools 
and were expected to play two instruments and to speak two languages in the 1850s. 
Symphonic concerts and drama were frequent programs. 
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When Pleasant and Dennis funded the legal <;:~se for Archy ~ee, they employed Edward 
Crocker and Edward Baker, a former l<~w pa·rtner of Al::>rahi:lni Lincohi. Dennis' son was closely 
associated with Mark Hopkins, who became oiie of the Big Fourtail.road tycoons, who were all 
abolitionists. 
Rev. Thoma~ Starr King gave sermons at Third a_aptisti Bethel A.M.E:. and First A.M.E. Zion 
after arriving .in the 1860s to help parishioner Leland Stanford become the first pro-Union 
governor in 1862. 
Pleasant also took a substantial sum to ChaJh;:un, ON. for: toe organi:zing convention of what 
John Brown and Harriet Tubrnan wante.d to pe.an anned rebellie>n of the enslaved, a i;;tep which 
Rev: Henry Highland Garnet had calle.d for 1843 in Bt.iffal.ci. 
The result of that convention, John SroWn's raid on Harper's Fer,.Y, was the precipitating event 
for the Civil War. 
Like Pleasant and Pennis chartering a Ship to int~rcept Archy Lee on his Way b.a¢k to 
Mississippi, the black population of San Franci~co tool< decisive !:>lePs to en~ a practi<;:e that was 
2$0 years old 
The l:>ulldjn.g Itself is emblematic of that valiant struggle be.caµse of the associa.tiori with the 
leader of the battle, U.S. Grant, who not only vanquished Rpbert E, !...ee; the c;;iptor of John 
Brown, but dld it with 225,0001.).$. Col9red Trci9p5 . 
. As President, Grant also defeated the Ku Klux Klan and gained passage· of the 15th 
Amendment,· protecting the right-to vote for Africi:in-Arnericans. 
Grant, Brown c;ind Lincoln are beloved figures inAfrican:Arnencan. communities. Blacks in s~m 
Francisco supported the move of John Brown's widow and daugt)ter to:the Bay Area to 
eventually reside in Saratoga. · · · 
Grc::iss roots fundraising drives in black communities supported the Lincoln Memorial and Grant's 
T ornb, the. largest mausoleum in North Arnet\ ca. This was th.eir way .bf pushing back the 
revisio_nist history that sought to make the treasonou~ Sou.th. appear nob!e dll.rin.!fthe most 
deadly Civil War in history. 
John Brown caused a handful of deaths arid was executed for seizing a single federal building. 
Lee broke his oath as a U.S. Army officer, refused to conima_nd Uniori:forces and caused two 
million deaths. but faced no punishment. · · 
Likewise, the Goodall mansion at. McAllister and P!en;;e was revere~ in the local. black 
community because Grant had stayed there. When Third Baptist purchased the building in the 
1940s, members took it apart by hand and W!ied the lumber in the construction of the new. 
facility, retaining some furnishings, · · · · 
Since then, W.E.B. DuBois, Paul Robeson and Dr. John Hope Franklin Ii.ave graced its stage. 
Martin Luther King Jr. tived nearby on-Scott Street as~ teenager d1,1_rifig summer visits before 
attending Morehouse College, anc;l specifically relied on Ray Taliaferro, the music minister of 
Third Baptist, as his musical director for any program in San Francisco. 
Yet, a plaque on the building does not 9o Third Baptist Church justice. Marcus Books, 
Ingleside Presbyterian Church and Sam Jordan's have gotten the city designation as a result of 
my research and each reports dissatisfaction with the results or fack therepf. 
Third Baptist, Bethel .and First A.M.E. Zion aren't just 165 years old, but collectively they lit the 
fuse on the concluding act of the ehd of slavery. They should be honored in the same fashion 
as the National Park $ervice site at Ebenezer Baptist Church in At,lanta or th~ African Burial 
Ground, as places of nationai reverence, not anachronisms in the way of gentrification. 
When the Alamo Square Historic District was created, Third Baptist was not even acknowledged 
then, although it is in the district and the oldest institution in the area. Hundred.s of thousands 
come to see a set of houses popularized in a television series of the 1 geos, but there is nothing 
to direct them to a church which helped keep this nation together. 
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Unless those throngs get to know the importance of Third Baptist, centrally located next to one 
of the city's .most visited tourist locations, this designation will be an expression of white~ 
privilege to cover up the fact that it has been ignored for so long. 
Rev. Satchell's grandson, Rev. Charles Satchell Morris, would become a celebrated minister of 
Abyssinian Baptist Church in New York City, as blacks began moving into Harlem soon after the 
building of Grant's Tomb. · 
In the absence of the knowledge of the pioneers of San Francisco, uninformed people call the 
area "the Harlem of the West." Yet the direction of influence was from San Francisco back 
East. 
Bert Williams, whose house is two blocks from 1399 McAllister, would become one of the first 
blacks to move into Harlem after joining the Ziegfeld Follies. 
Yet, at Abyssinian, hundreds of visitors wait for a few opportunities to worship, because the 
historical resources are much more fully appreciated. 
Adequate. recognition must include the proper support for the vast documentation created by 
five organizations which were founded in 1865 and a black press which extends back to 1854 in 
San Francisco. 
To complete this study without using the archives of the San Francisco African-American 
Historical and Cultural Society, buried by the city for the past four years under the Civic Center, 
or using the photos of the Clarence Gatson Collection, the church photographer for 30 years, or 
the Wesley Johnson Family Collection, a family which began attending the church in 1915, 
means the whole story is not being told. 
If we only recognize one building, we still omit the oldest black church building in the state, the 
1908 sanctuary of Third Baptist Church and the earlier site in Union Square as well as the sites 
of Bethel A.M.E. and First A.M.E. Zion, which are important markers for the migration of African
Americans across the city. 
An apology ·is in order for the omission of this designation has been a continuing insult to the 
African-American population of the city and all people of goodwill. Every reason for historic 
significance has been known for a century and a half. 
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A) Significant Events, B} Important Persons 
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Leaders of Third Baptist Church viewing plans 
for the new church building at McAllister and 
Pierce Streets, circa 1952. Rev. Haynes is 
pictured at bottom left (Photo credit: Third Baptist 
Church) 
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Members of Third Baptist Church with Rev. 
Frederick D. Haynes, Sr. during dedication 
of the new church site, circa 1952. (Photo 
credit: Third Baptist Church) 

W.E.B. Du Bois, founder of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 
addresses the members of Third Baptist Church in 
1958 (Photo Credit: African American Historical and 
Cultural Socieh;) 
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Signi:ficance 

CJ Architecture 

Bell Tower and Church Building 
Construction date: 1952 
Architect: William Gunnison 

Youth and Oassroom Building 
Construction date: 1956 
Architect: Alfred W. Johnson 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, lloom 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5227 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

LAND USE AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Land Use and Transportation Committee will 
hold a public hearing to consider the following proposal and said public hearing will be held 
as follows, at which time all interested parties may attend and be heard: 

Date: October 23, 2017 

Time: 1 :30 p.m; 

Location: Legislative Chamber, Room 250, located at City Hali 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA 

Subject: File No. 170923. Ordinance amending the Planning Code to designate 
1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), in 
Assessor's Parcel Block No. 0778, Lot No. 013, as a Landmark under 
Article 10 of the Planning Code; affirming the Planning Department's 
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and 
making public necessity, convenience and welfare findings under 
Planning Code, Section 302, and findings of consistency with the 
General Plan, and the eight priority policies of Planning Code, Section 
101.1. 

In accordance with Administrative Code, Section 67.7-1, persons who are unable to 
attend the hearing on this matter may submit written comments to the City prior to the time 
the hearing begins. These comments will be made part of the official public record in this 
matter, and shall be brought to the attention of the members of the Committee. Written 
comments should be addressed to Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board, City Hall, 1 Dr. Carlton 
B. Goodlett Place, Room 244, San Francisco, CA 94102. Information relating to this matter is 
available in the Office of the Clerk of the Board. Agenda information relating to this matter 

·will be available for public review on Frid.ay, October 20, 2017. 

~~~ 
{ Ange1a Calvillo, Clerk of the Board 

DATED/MAILED/POSTED: October 13, 2017. 
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August 21, 2017 

Ms. Angela Calvillo, Clerk 
Honorable Supervisor London Breed 
Board of Supervisors 
City and County of San Francisco 
City Hall, Room 244 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

·-. 

Re: Transmittal of Planning Deparhnent Case Number 2017-004024DES: 
1399 McAllister Street Landmark Designation (Third Baptist Church Complex) 
BOS File No: (pending) · 

Historic Preservation Commission Recommendation: Approval 

Dear Ms. Calvillo and Supervisor Breed, 

On August 16, 2017 the San Francisco Historic Preservation Commission (hereinafter "HPC") 
conducted a duly noticed public hearing at a regularly scheduled meeting to consider a 
recommendation for landmark designatio_n of 1399 McAllister Street, known historically as the 
Third Baptist Church Complex, to the Board of Supervisors. At the hearing, the HPC voted to 
approve a resolution to recommend landmark designation pursuant to Article 10 of the Planning 
Code. 

The proposed amendments have been determined to be categorically exempt from environmental 
review under the California Environmental Quality Act Section 15060( c)(2). · 

Supervisor Breed, if you would like to take sponsorship of the proposed Ordinance please contact 
the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors at your earliest convenience. 

Please find attached documents relating to the HPC' s action. A signed redline version of the 
ordinance along with two copies will be delivered to the Clerk's office separately. If you have any 
questions or require further information please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Aaron D. Starr 
Manager of Legislative Affairs 

www.sfplanning.org 
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1650 Mission St. 
Suite 400 
San Francisco, 
CA 94103-2479 

Reception: 
415.558.6378 

Fax: 
415.558.6409 

Planning 
Information: 
415.558.6377 



Transmital Materials 

cc: Erica Major, Office of the Clerk of the Board 
Victoria Wong, City Attorney's Office 
Kayleigh Lloyd, Aide to Supervisor Breed 

Attachments (one copy of the following): 
Draft Article 10 Landmark Designation Ordinance 
Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 893 
Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 883 
Planning Department Memo dated August 16, 2017 
Planning Department Case Report dated July 19, 2017 
Article 10 Landmark Designation Report 
Letter from Third Baptist Church authorizing landmark designation 
Letters of Support 

SAN FRANCISCO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
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