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.BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

FILE NO. 170923 ' ORDINANC * NO.

" [Planning Code - Lén’dmark Designation of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church

Complex)]

Ordinance amending the Planning Code to designate 1399 NicAllister Street (aka Third

Baptist Church Complex), in Assessor’s Parcel Block No. 0778, Lot No. 013, aé a
Landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code; affirming the Planning Department’s
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and making public
necessity, convenience and welfare ﬁndings under Planning Code, Section 302, and
findings of consisteﬁcy with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of

Planning Code, Section 101.1.

NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plaln Arial font.
Additions to Codes are in szn,qle una’erlme ztalzcs Times New Roman font.
Deletions to Codes are in
Board amiendment additions are in doiible-underlined Arial font.
Board amendment deletions are in strikethrough-Arial-font.

Asterisks (* * * *)indicate the omission of unchanged Code
subsections or parts of tables.

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco:

Section 1. Findings.
(&) CEQA and Land Use Findings.

(1) The Planning Dep'art'ment has determined that the proposed Planning Code

"amendment is subject to a Categorical Exemption from the California Environmental Quality

Act (California Public Resources Code section 21000 et seq., "CEQA") puré.uant to Section

15308 of the Guidelines for lmplementatlon of the statute for actions by regulatory agenmes

~ for protection of the enwronment (in this case, landmark de3|gnat|on) Said determmatlon is:

on file with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors in File No. 170923 and is incorporated herein

- by reference.

Supervisor Breed
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(2) Pursuant to Planning Code Section 302, the Board of Supervisors finds that
the proposed iandmark designation of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church
Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor’s Block 0778, will serve the public necessity, convenience and
welfare for thereasons set forth in Historic Preservation Commission Résolution No. 893,

recommending approval of the proposed designation; which is incorporated herein by

" reference.

(3) The Board finds that the proposed landmark designation of 1399 McAllister
Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor’s Block 0778 is consistent
with the San Francisco General Plan and with Planning Code Section 101.1(b) for the reasons
set forth in Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 883, recommending approval of
the proposed designation, which is incorporated herein by reference.

(b) General Findings. . _ ‘

(1) Pursuant to Section 4.135 of the Charter of the City and County of San
Francisco, the Historic Preservation C_ommissibn has authority "to recommend approval,
disapproval, or modification of Iandmark designations and historic district designations under
the Planning Code to the Board of Supervisors." | |

. (2) On August 17, 2016, the Historié Preservation Commission added 1399

McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor’s Block 0778, to
the Landmark Deé’ignation Work Program. "

(3) The Designation report was prepared and reviewed by Planning Department

Preservation staff. All preparers meet the Secretary of the Interior's Professional Qualification

Standards and the report was reviewed for accuracy and conformance with the purposes and

standards of Article 10.

Supervisor Breed
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(4) The Historic Preservation Commission, at its regular meeting of Ju'ly 19,
2017, reviewed Department staff's analysis of 1399 'McAIlistér Street’s historical significance
per Article 10 as part of the Landmark Designation Case Report dated July 11, 2017.

(5) On July 19, 2017, the Historic Preservation Commission passed Resolution
No. 883, initiating designation of 1399 McAlfister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex),
Lot 013, in Assessor’s Block 0778, as a San Francisco Landmark purs’uént to Section 1004.1
of the San Francisco Planning CodeT Such motion is on file with the Clerk of the Board in File

No. 170923 and incorporated herein by reference.

(6) On after holding a public hearing on the proposed designation and having -
considered the épecialized analyses prepared by Planning Department staff and the
Landmark Designation Case Report, the Historic Preservation Commission recommended
approval of the proposed landmark designation of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist
Church Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor’s Block 0778, in Resolutioh No. 893 . Such resolution
is on file with the Clerk of the Board in File No. 170923. |

(7) The Boa.rd of Supervisors hereby finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third
Baptist Church Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor’s Block 0778, has a special qharacter and
special historical, architectural, and aesthetic interest and‘ value, and that its designation as a
Landmark will further the purposes of and conform to the standards set forth in Article 10 of

the San Francisco Planning Code.

Section 2. Designation.

Pursuant to Section 1004 of the Planning Code, 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third
Baptist Church Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor’s Block 0778, is hereby designated as a San

Francisco Landmark under Article ‘10 of the Planning Code.

Supervisor Breed
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Section 3. Required Data.

(a) The description, location, and boundary of the Landmark site consists of the City
parcel located :at 1399 McAllister Street, Lot 013, in Assessor’s Block 0778, in San
Francisco’s Western Addition neighborhood. |

(b) The characteristics of the Landmark that justify its designation are described and
shown in the Landmark Designation Case Report and other supporting materials contained in
Planning Department Caee Docket No. 2017-004024DES. In brief, 1399 McAllister Street
(aka Third Baptist Church Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor’s Block 0778, is eligible for local

_ designation under National Register of Historic Places Criteria A (as it is associated with

events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patters of our history), B (as itis

associated with the lives of persons significant in our past), and C (as it embodies distinctive

- characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction). Specifically, designation of the

Third Baptist Church Complex, the first African American congregation formed west of the |
Rocky Mountains, is proper given its crucial role in the social, economic, and political
advancement of African Americans in San Francisco. As a flagship church within San -
Francisco’s African American community, designation is further warranted due to its
association with the nationally-recognized religious, cdmmunity, and civil rights leader,
Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr. Designation of 1399 McAllister Street is appropriate .
given that it was one of the first Midcentury Modern ecclesiastical buildings constructed in the
Western Addition durihg the postwar period, and represented one of the earliest to depart
stylistically from the traditional Catholic-influenced architecture that characte'rizedA most
Christian churches up until the mld—twentleth century.

( c) The partlcularfeatures that shall be preserved or replaced in- kmd as determmed
necessary, are those generally shown in photographs and described in the Landmark

Designation Case Report, and which are incorporated in this designation by reference as

Supervisor Breed

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 4

703

i




-

© o ~N O o A w N

: N A 2 - a4 A @A W A

though fully set forth. Specifically, the following features shall be preserved or replaced in
kind: | |
(1) All exterior elevations, form, massing, structure, roofline, archi{ectural

drnament and materials of the Church Building at 1399 McAllister Street, identified as:

(A) One-story (double height) with mezzanine, rectangular building plan;

~ (B) Hipped roof;

(C) Detached rectangular bell tower, ornamented with scored borders and
raised verticaIA bands, vertical wood ribboﬁ windows with divided lites, and decorative square
voids, capped with a cross ornament;

(D) Brick staircase at the corner of Pierce and McAllister Streets with

integrated red brick planters;
(E) Courtyard featuring a concrete platform that leads to the main
entrance of the sanétuary; ‘
| (F) Columné and curvilinear entablature above courtyérd at front of
entrance, sited at the corner of McAllister and Pierce Streets; |
_(G) Decorative terracotta tile shaped as a star and.inlaid into the concrete
platform at the top of stairéase at Pierce and McAllister Streets;

(H) An octagonal baptismal font clad in Roman brick veneer, located at
the center of the concrete platform at the main entrance; |

() Primary fagade facing McAllister Street:

(J) Terracotta terrazzo at front entrance;

(K) Recessed primary entrance to sanbtuary, characterized by three pairs

of metal frame Qlass doors;

(L) Ornamental incised squares surrounding entrance of sanctuary;

Supervisor Breed '
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~ flanking either side of interior baptismal, and space for drums and a church organ.

(M) Raised vertical band ornamentation extending from first story to roof

and surrounding windows on north elevation:

(N) Double hung wood windows with horizontal muntins filled with yellow

glass on north and east elevations
' (O) Inset wood-frame cross-shaped window with yellow glass on primary
fagade;

'(P) Vertical wood ribbon windows with divided lites on east and west
elevations; and

(2) The character—deﬁnfng interior features of the Church Building are those

associated with areas fhat have historically been accessible to the public, and are depicted in
_thé floor plans or photos of the Landmark Designation Case Report, including:

(A) Lobby ‘

(B) Existing volume of sanctuary space;

(C) Pews

(D) Stained wood wainscoting;

(E) Mezzanine;

(F) Wooden trusses with shaped brackets:

(G) Brass hanging famps; and- .

(H) Raised and recessed wooden pulpit, altar and choir loft, with 18 |

recessed ornamental squares on ceiling above, two identical decorative organ pipe systems

(3) Al exteribr elevations, form, massing, structure, roofline, architectural
ornament and nlwate‘rials.of the Youth Center and Fellowship Building at 1399 McAllister

Street, identified as:

Supervisor Breed
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(A) Two-story (double-height second story) with mezzanine, rectangular
building plan;

(B) Flat roofline;

(C) Inset north fagade;

(D) Multi-lite, wood sash, vertical ribbon window with textured yellow
glass at north fagade;

(E) Multi-lite, wood sash horizontal ribbon window with textured yellow
glass at first fioor of north fagade; and |

(F) Canopy. .

(4) The character-defining interior features of the Youth Center and Fellowship

Building are those associéted with areas that have historically been accessible to the pubilic,

and are depicted in the floor plans or photos in the Landmark Designation Case Report,

" including:

(A) Presence of aséembly space with smaller rooms at first floor; and

(B). Gymnasium on second floor with simple trusses, skylights and

hardwood floor.

Section 4. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after
enactment. Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor returns the
ordinance unsigned or does not sign the ordinance within ten days of réceiving it, or the Board
of Supervisors overrides the Mayor’s veto of the ordinance. |
/i |
i

Y
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APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DENNIS J. HERRE City Attorney

By:

ANDREA RUIZIEESQUIDE

DepuéC/I\Jrney

n:\land\as2017\0900449\01214579.doc
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FILE NO. 170923

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST

[Planning Code - Landmark Des;gnatlon of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church
Complex)]

Ordinance amending the Planning Code to designate 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third
Baptist Church Complex), in Assessor’s Parcel Block No. 0778, Lot No. 013, as a
Landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code; affirming the Planning Department’s
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and making pubiic
necessity, convenience and welfare findings under Planning Code, Section 302, and
fmdlngs of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of
Planning Code, Section 101.1.

Existing Law

Under Article 10, Section 1004 of the Planning Code, the Board of Supervisors may, by
ordinance, designate an individual structure that has special character or special historical,
architectural or aesthetic interest or value as a City landmark. Once a structure has been
named a landmark, any construction, alteration, removal or demolition for which a City permit
is required necessitates a Certificate of Appropriateness from the Historic Preservation
Commission ("HPC"). (Planning Code Section 1006; Charter of the City and County of San
Francisco, Section 4.135.) Thus, landmark designation affords a high degree of protection to
historic and architectural structures of merit in the City. There are currently more than 260
individual landmarks in the City under Article 10, in addition to other structures and districts in
- the downtown area that are protected under Artlcle 11. (See Appendix A to Article 10.)

Amendments to Current Law

This ordinance amends the Planning Code to add a new historic landmark to the list of
individual landmarks under Article 10: 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church
Complex) :

The ordinance finds that 1399 McAllister Street is eligible for designation as a City landmark
under National Register of Historic Places Criteria Criteria A (as it is associated with events
that have made a significant contribution o the broad patters of our history), B (as itis
associated with the lives of persons significant in our past), and C (as it embodies distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction). Specifically, designation of the
Third Baptist Church Complex, the first African American congregation formed west of the
Rocky Mountains, is proper given its crucial role in the social, economic, and political
advancement of African Americans in San Francisco. As a flagship church within San
Francisco's African American community, designation is further warranted due to its
association with the nationally-recognized religious, community, .and civil rights leader,
Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr. Designation of 1399 McAllister Street is also

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 708 Page 1



FILE NO. 170923

appropriate given that it was one of the first Midcentury Modern ecclesiastical buildings
constructed in the Western Addition during the postwar period, and represented one of the
earliest to depart stylistically from the traditional Catholic-influenced architecture that
characterized most Christian churches up until the mid-twentieth century.

As required by Section 1004, the ordinance lists the particular exterior and interior features
that shall be preserved, or replaced in-kind as determined necessary.

Background Information

The landmark designation was initiated by the HPC pursuant te its authority under the Charter
to recommend approval, disapproval, or modification of landmark designations and historic
district designations under the Planning Code to the Board of Supervisors. The HPC held a
hearing to initiate the landmark designation of 1399 McAllister Street on July 19, 2017. On
-July 19, 2017 the HPC held a public hearing on the proposed designation and considered the
Landmark Designation Case Report prepared by Planning Department Preservation staff who
meet the Secretary of the Interior's Professional Qualification Standards. At such hearing, the
HPC voted to recommend approval of the designation of 1399 McAllister Street as a City
landmark under. Article 10 of the Planning Code to the Board of Supervisors.

n:Mland\as2017\0900449\01205786.docx
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SAN FRANCISCO
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

, 1650 Mission St
- = = ] . Suite 400
Historic Preservation Commission San Fancisco
= . : CA 94103-2479
ReSOIUt!on N0.893 Reception;
HEARING DATE AUGUST 16, 2017 415.558.6378
. Fax:
Case No. 2017-004024DES , 415.558.6409
Project: 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex)
Staff Contact: ~ Desiree Smith (415) 575-9073 e
_ desiree smith@sfgov.org 415.558.6377
Reviewed By: Tim Frye — (415) 575-6822
tim.frye@sfgov.org

RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ARTICLE 10
LANDMARK DESIGNATION FOR 1399 MCALLISTER STREET (AKA THIRD BAPTIST
CHURCH COMPLEX), ASSESSOR’S BLOCK 0778, LOT 013, AS ARTICLE 10 LANDMARK.

1. WHEREAS, the His_téric Preservation Commission, at its regular meeting of August 17, 2016,
added 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot
013, to its Landmark Designation Work Program; and

2. WHEREAS, Planning Department Preservation staff meeting the Secrétary of the Interior’s
Professional Qualification Standards prepared- the Landmark Designation Report for 1399
McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013, which was

reviewed by Tim Frye for accuracy and confarmance with the purposes and standards of Article
10; and -

3. 'WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission, at its regular meeting of July 19, 2017,
reviewed Department staff's analysis of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Tlurd Baptist Church
Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013, historical significance per Article 10 as part of the
Landmark Designation Case Report dated July 19, 2017 and initiated landmark designation
through Resolution 883; and

4. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that the 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third
Baptist Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013 nomination is in the foim prescribed by
the HPC and contains supporting historic, architectural, and/or cultural documentation; and

5. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third

Baptist Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013 coveys its historical sigrificance as an

important institution in the social, economic, and political advancement of African Americans in
San Francisco; and

6. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third
~ Baptist Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013, conveys its historical significance for

www.sfplanning.org-
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Resolution No. 893 ' Case No; 2017-004024DES
August 16, 2017 , . 1399 McAllister Street

its association with San Francisco civil nghts leader, Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes Sr;
and

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third
Baptist Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013 coveys its architectural significance as
one of the first Midcentury Modern ecclesiastical buildings constructed in the Western Addition
during the postwar period, and represented one of the earliest to depart stylistically from the
traditional Catholic-influenced architecture that characterized most Christian churches up until
the mid-twentieth century; and

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third

- Baptist Church Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 013 meets the eligibility requiréments per

10.

11,

‘Section 1004 of the Planning Code and warrants consideration for Article 10 landmark

designation; and

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that the boundaries and the list of
exterior dnd interior character-defining features, as identified in the Landmatk Des1gna110n
Report, should be considered for preservation under the proposed landmark designation as
they relate to the building’s historical significance and retain historical integrity; and

WHEREA,S, the proposed de‘signaﬁon is consistent with the General Plan priority policies’
pursuant to Planning Code section 101.1 and furthers Priority Policy No. 7, which states that
historic bujldings be preserved, for reasons set forth in the July 19, 2017 Case Report; and

WHEREAS, the Department has determined that landmark designation is exempt from
environmental review, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15308 (Class Eight - Categorical);
and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends to the
Board of Supervisors approval of the landmark designation of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist
Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013 as a Landmark pursuant to Article 10 of the Planning

Code.

I hereb certlfy that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Historic Preservation Commission at its

ugust 16, 2017.

>, Tonir

Jonas
Commission Secretary
AYES: Hyland, Johnck, johns, Matsuda, Pearlman, Wolfram

NAYS:

None

ABSENT: I_-Iasz
ADOPTED:  August 16, 2017

SAN FRANGISGO 2
PLANNING DEPARTVIENT
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SAN FRANCISCO
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

1650 Mlssmn SL
Sutte 4
Historic Preservation Commission A
CA 84103-8479
Resolution No. 883 | oo

HEARING DATE JULY 19, 2017 415,550.6378
Case No. 2017-004024DES %.55&5439
Project; 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex) T

Re: Initiation of Article 10 Landmark Designation ‘:::fa:r?r‘;‘a%om
Staff Can'tac,t: Desiree Smith (415) 5759073 4155586377

desiree.smith@sfgov.org
Reviewed By: Tim Frye — (415) 575-6822

‘‘‘‘ tim.frye@sfgov.org

RESOLUTION TO INITIATE ARTICLE 10 LANDMARK DESIGNATION FOR 1399
MCALLISTER STREET (AKA THIRD BAPTIST CHURCH COMPLEX), ASSESSOR’S BLOCK
0778, LOT 013, AS ARTICLE 10 LANDMARK

1. WHEREAS, the }hstonc; Preservatlon Comnussion, at its regular meeting of August 17, 2016, -
added 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Chiirch Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot
- 013,to its Landmark Designation' Work Program; and

2. WHEREAS, Plannmg Department Preservation staff, who meet the Secretary of the Interior's
Professional Qualification Standards, prepared the Landmark Designation Report for 1399
McA]]Jster Street (aka Th1rd Baptlst Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013, Wthh was

3. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission, at its regular meeting of Tuly '19; 2017,
reviewed Department staff's analysis of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church
Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013, historical significance per Article 10 as part ¢ of the
Landmark Designation Case Report dated July 19, 2017; and ‘

4, 'WHEREAS, thé Historic Preservation Commission finds that the 1899 McAllister Street (aka Third
Baptist Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013 nomination is in the form prescribed by
the HPC and contains supporting historic, architectural, and/or cultural documentation; and

5. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third
Baptist Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013 coveys its historical significance as an

important institution in the social, economic, and political advancement of African Americans in
San Francisco; and

6. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third

Baptist Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013, conveys its historical sig:rﬁﬁcim‘ce for

www.siplanning.org
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Resolution No. 883 ' Case No: 2017-004024DES
July 19,2017 . . 1399 McAllister Street

its gﬁso_giation with' San Fraricisco civil rights leader, Reverend Frederick- Douglas Haynes, Sr.;
and

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third
Baptist Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013 c;ovéys its architectural significance as
one of the first ecclesiastical buildings constructed in the Western Addition during the postwar
pefio'd, and represented one.of the earliest to depart stylistically from the traditional Catholic-
influenced architecture that characterized most Christian churches up writil the mid-twentieth

- century; and

10.

11.

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third
Baptist Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013 meets the eligibility qumrements per
Section 1004 of the Planning Code and warrants consideration for Article 10 landmark
designation; and

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that the boundaries and the list of
exterior and intérior character-defining features, as identified in the Landmark Demgna’uon'
Report should be considered for preservation under the proposed landmark designation as
ﬂley relate to the building’s historical s1gmf1cance and retain historical integrity; and

WHEREAS, the Proposed designation is consistent with the General Plan .pnonty policies
pursuant to Planning Code section 101.1 and furthers Priority Policy No. 7, which states that

historic buildings bé presexrved, for reasons set forth in the July 19, 2017 Case Report; and

WHEREAS, the Department has determined that landmark designation is exempt t'rom

“environmental review, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15308 (Class Elght Categorical); -

and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission: hereby 1n1t1ates the
demgnahon of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), Assessor’s Block 0778, Lot 013
as a Landmark pursuant to Article 10 of the Planning Code.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Historic Preservation Commission at its
meetmg on ]uly 19, 2017.

Achng Comrmssxon Secretary

AYES:

Johnek, Johns, Pearlman, Wolfram
NAYS: None
ABSENT: . Hasz, Hyland, Matsuda

ADOPTED:  July19,2017

SAN FRANCISCO
PLANNIN

G DEPARTIMENT : ’ 2
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SAN FRANCISCO
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

HEARING DATE: August 16,2017 ;ﬁgo :d(]i;Sion 8t
o . (]
CASE NUMBERS: 2017-004024DES = 1399 McAllister Street San Francisco,
, . CA 94103-2479
TO: Historic Preservation Comimission .
’ : . Reception;

FROM: Desiree Smith 415.558.6378

Preservation Planner, 415-575-9093 Fax
REVIEWED BY: Tim Frye 415.558.6409

Historic Preservation Officet, 415-575-6822 Planting
RE: Landmark Recommendaﬁqn RegoluﬁOn 41%"_2?:_ rslan

On July 19, 2017, the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) adopted Resolution No.
883 to initiate Article 10 landmark deSIgnatlon of 1399 McAlhster Stree’t known as Third

age g

distinct steps of the landmark demgna’aon process Whld‘l require separate heanngs and
resolutions.

Attached is a draft Resolution to recommend approval to the Board of Supervisors the
demgnatton of 1399 McA]llster Street as a San Frandsco Iaridmérk under Arhclé 10 of the

adoptlng this Resolu’aon

ATTACHMENTS:

Draft Resolution

Draft Designation Ordinance

Draft Landmark Designation Report
July 19, 2017 Case Report '
Resolution 883

www.sfplanning.org
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SAN FRANGISCO |
PLANNING DEPARTMENT‘

1650 Mission St.
Landmark Designation Sie 400
San Franclsco,
C'a se Re pO rt CA94108-2479
. Reception:
Hearing Date:  July 19, 2017 ' : 415.558.6378
Case No.; 2017-004024DES Fax
Project Address: 1399 McAllister Street #15.55.6400
Zoning: (RM-1) Residential-Mixed, Low Density Planning
BlockiLot; 0778/013 Information:
Property Owner: Third Baptist Church . 415.55.6377
. 1399 McAllisier Street
San Franmsco, CA 94115

Staff Contack:  Desiree Smith — (415) 575-9093
desiree.smith@sfgov.org
Reviewed By::  Tim Frye — (415) 575-6822
’ . tim.frye@sfgovorg

PROPERTY DESCRIPTIONS & SURROUNDING LAND .BS'E AND DEVELO.PMENT

The Third Baptist Church Complex (APN (778/013) is located at the southeast comer of Pierce and
McAllister Streets in the Western Addlﬁon nieighborhood of San Francisco. Third Baptist Church, founded
in 1852 as the First Colored Baptlst Church of San Franasco, was the first African Amencan Baptlst
Francnsco through the early 19405 ﬂe congregatlon s curx,e,nt church buldmg the subject property -

was constructed for the congregahon beginning in 1952. It is located within an RM-1 (Residential- Mixed,
Low Density) zone and a 40-X bulk and height district. '

The Third Baptist Church Compleéx consists of two buildings, including a main church building in which the
sanctuary is located, and an auxiliary building that houses administration offices, a gymnasium, educational,

 and assembly uses. The site also includes a promiinent, detached bell tower fronting McAllister Street and a
parking lot located at the northeast corner of the parcel. Third Baptist Church commissioned architect,
William F. Gunnison, to design the sanc:tuary and bell fower in 1952, The administration/| gymnasium
buﬂdmg was built in 1956 as an addition, des1gned by ardutect Alfred W, ]ohnson. In 1959, an omamental
and dad in stucco. The attached draft Landmark Designation Report contains a detailed descuphon of the
complex, including descriptions of iriterior features, on page 2 3.

The subject property is located within the Alamo Square Landmark District, adopted in 1984 and significant
“as a continuum of distinguished residential architecture by distinguished architects spanning the period
from the 1870s to the 1920s” The distri¢t contains prirarily Victorian (pre-1900) and Edwardian (c. 1900-
1910) residential structures, with the Victorians including Italianates of the 1870s and early 1880s, San
Francisco Stick of the 1880s, and ormnate Queen Anne's of the 1890s. There are also a number of early 20%
century apartment buildings located on prominent cotners; apartment buildings represented the only new
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construction in the area during the period from 1912 to 1934. Most structures are two or three stories in
height, although some of the apartment buildings go up to six stories in height. Alamo Square Park is one
block to the south of Third Baptist Church. Although Third Baptist Church is iriduded in the Landmark
District, it is only mentioned briefly a few times m the document and its particular history isnot captured in
the district nomination.

PROJECT DESCRIPTIQN

AAAAA

designation of ﬂle T]:urd Baptls,t Church Complex as a San Fra.nasco landmark under Arhcle 10 of the
Planning Code, Section 10041, and recommending that the Board of Supervisors approve of such
designation.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW STATUS
The Planm.ng Depariment has detemuned that achons by regulatory agencies for protection of the

pursuant to CEQA Gmdehnes Secuon 15308 (Class Eight Categoncal)

GENERAL PLAN POLICIES

The Urban Design Element of the San Francisco General Plan contains the following relevant objectives
and policies:

OBJECTIVE 2: . Conservation of Resources that provide a sense of nature, continuity with the
past, and freedom from overcrowding,.

POLICY 4: Préserve .notab.lé landmarks and areas of historic, architectural or aesthetic value,
and promote the preservation of other buildings and features that provide
‘continuity with past developmenit.

the buildings will be .p:eserved for-the benefit of future generahons. Landmark designation W.lll qumre
that the Plamung Dépiartment and the Hxstonc Preservation Commissmn rev1ew proposed work that may

Standards for ‘the Tretment of Historic Praperttes in theu review to ensure that only appropnate, compahble
alterations are made.,

SAN FRANCISCO PLANNING CODE SECTION 101.1 - GENERAL PLAN CONSISTENGY AND IMPLEMENTATION

Planning Code Section 1011 - Eight Priority Policies establishes and requires review of permits’ for
consistency with said ‘policies. On balance, the proposed des1gnat10n is consistent with the priority
policies in that:

a. The proposed designation will further Priority Policy No. 7, that landmarks and historic
buildings be preserved. Landmark designation of Third Baptist Church will help to preserve an
important historical resourcé that is significant for its associations with Sani Francisco’s African
American community and local civil rights leader, Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr., as
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well as architecturally sig_mf_i_cant as arn important representative example of ecclesiastical
architecture in San Francisco’s Westem Additiori neighborhood.

BACKGROUND / PREVIOUS ACTIONS
Third Baptist Church was added to the Landmark Designa_ﬁon Work Program on August 16, 2016.

OTHER ACTIONS REQUIRED

If the Historic Preservation Commission decides to initiate designation of the subject property as an
Article 10 landmark at its Iuly 17, 2017 hearing, the item will again be considered by the Commission at a
future hearing. During this subsequent hearing, the Commission will decide whether to forward the item
to the Board of Supersdsors mth a reconunehdahon supporhve of desxgnatlon. The nommahon Would

APPLICABLE PRE,SERVATIQN ;s.":TAND,A.RDs

ARTICLE 10

Section 1004 of the Planning Code authorizes the landmark designation of an individual structure or
other feature or an integrated group of structures and features on a single lot or site, having special
character or special historical, architectural or aesthetic intergst or value, as a landmark, Section 1004.1 -
alsp outlines that landmark designation may be initiated by the Board of Supervisors or the Historic
Preséi'vation Commission and the initiaition s}xall indude ﬁndj'ngs in support. Section 1004 2 states that

and recommendahon to the Board of SuPerv:soxs to aPProve, d;sappmve or modlfy the proposal.

Pursuant to Section 1004.3 of the Planninig Code, if the Historic Preservation Commission approves the
" designation, a copy of the resolution.of approval is transmiitted to the Board of Supervisors and without
referral to the Planning Commxssmn The Board of Supemsors shall hold a public hearing on the

In the case of the initiation of a historic district, the H_iétpric Preservation Commission shall refer its
recommendation to the Plannmg Commls‘smn pursiant to Section 1004.2(c) The Planmng Commission
consistency of the proposed désiénéﬁon with the General Plan, Section 101.1 priority policies, the City’s
Regional Housing Needs Allocation, and the Sustainable Communities Strategy for the Bay Area. These
comments shall be sent to the Board of Supervisors in the form of a resolution.

Section 1004(b) requires that the designating ordinance approved by the Board of Supervisors shall
include the location and boundanes of the landmark site, a description of the characteristics of the

landmark which justify its designation, and a’description of the particular features that should be
preserved.

Section 1004.4 states that if the Historic Preservation Commission disapproves the proposed designation,

such action shall be final, except upon the filing of a valid appeal to the Board of Supervisors within 30
days.
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ARTICLE 10 LANDMARK CRITERIA
The Hlstonc Preservahon Commission on February 4, 2009 by Resohmon No. 001 adopted the National

Under the National Register Cntena the qualify of SIgmﬁcance in Amencan Iustory, ard-utechme,
archaeology, engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites, bulldmgs, structures, and objects that
possess integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, materials, workmanshlp, and association, and that
are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history;
or that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or that embody the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that represent | the work of a master, or that
possess h1gh artlshc values or represent a s1gmﬁcant and dlshngmshable enhty whose components may

prehistory or history.

PUBLIC / NEIGHBORHOOD INPUT

The Department is not aware of any opposition to the landmark desi_gixaﬁon of 1399 McAllister Street.
Staff has received one letter in support of the landmark designation.

PROPERTY OWNER INPUT
The property owner is Third Baphst Chmch, Whose leadersh1p supports the property’ 5 deslgna’aon as an

designation be pnontlzed in the Depariment’ s Landmark Demgnat;qn Woik Program earlier this year.
Since that time, staff has carried out site visits and met with Reverend Brown and other church leaders to
discuss the landmark designation ‘process and important elements that should be covered in the
designation report. , ‘

STAFF ANALYSIS

The case report and analysis under review was prepared by Department preservation staff. The
Department has determined that the subject property meets the reqmrements for Article 10 eligibility as
an individual landmark. The justification for its inclusion is explairied in the attached Landmark
Designation Report.

_ SlGNlFICANCE

neighborhood.
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UNDERREPRESENTED L ANDMARK TYPES

The proposed landmark designation addresses two previously ; 1denh.ﬁed underrepresented landmark

types: landmarks significant for cultural associations and landmaiks associated with the Modern Age
(1935-1970). X

Presbytenan Church & Commumty Center. and The Great Cloud of Wztnesses (1345 Ocean Ave ). In
addition, the Eucalyptus trees at 1661 Octavia Street are landmark trees and “Structures of Ment” due to
their association with Mary Ellen Pleasant.

Less than 5% of Landmark buildings were constructed after 1930, resulting in few designated buildings
de51gned in a modem or vernacular style, Some examples of Landmarks representing modern or
vernacular styles include the Cowell House (171 San Mar¢os Avenue), V.C. Mozris Gift Shop (140 Maiden
Lané), Cathedral School for Boys, part of the Grace Cathedral Close Landmark designation (1051 Taylor
Street), Rincon Annex Post Office (101-199 Mission Street), and the Crown-Zellerback Building (1 Bush
Street/523 Market Street).

INTEGRITY
The Third Baptist Church Complex maintains a high level of physical integrity. See attached Landmark
Designation Report for further analysis. '

CHARACTER DEFINING FEATURES

Exterior and interior character- -defining features of the bell tower, church buﬂdmg, and
administrative/ggmnasium building are identified in the attached Landmark Designation Report
beginning on page 22. '

BOUNDARIES OF THE LANDMARK SITE

The proposed landmark site encompasses Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 013 — on which the subject property
islocated.

'PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION

Based on the Departmient’s analysis, the Third Baptist Church Complex is individually eligible for Article
10 Landmark designation for its association withi events that are SIgniﬁcanﬂy associated with San
Francisco’s social, ethnic, and civil rights history, as well as a representative example of ecclesiastical
architecture in the Western Addition. The Department recommends that the Historic Preservation
Commission approve the proposed designation of 1399 McAllister as a San Francisco Jandmark.

The Historic Preservation Commission may recommend approval; disapproval, or approval with
modifications of the proposed initiation of the Third Baptist Church Complex as a San Francisco
landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code to-the Board of Supervisors pursuant to Planning Code
Section 1004.1. If the Historic Preservation Commissiorni approves thé initiatior, a.copy of the motion of
approval is transmitted to the Board of Supervisors, which holds a public hearing on the designation and
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may approve, modify or disapprove the designation (Section 1004.4). If the Historic Preservation
Commission disapproves the proposed designation, such action shall be final, except upon the filing of a
valid appeal to the Board of Supervisors within 30 days (Section 1004.5).

ATTACHMENTS

A. Draft Resolution initiating designation
B. Draft Landrark Designation Report
C. Draft Landmark Ordinance

D. Letters.of Suppoit
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DRAFT |
LANDMARK DESIGNATION REPORT

Third Baptist Church Complex
1399 McAllister Street

DRAFT Article 10 Landmark Designation Report submitted to the Historic Preservation Commission August 16, 2017

City and County of Sah Francisco Planning Depariment .Landmaik No.
Edwin M. Lee, Mayor John Rahaim, Director )00 (
[Type text]
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Cover: Third Baptist Church, 2017.

The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) is a seven-member body that makes recommendations
to the Board of Supervisors regarding ‘the designation of landmark buildings and d15mcts The
regulations governing landmarks and landmark districts are found in Article 10 of the Planninig Code.
The HPC is staffed by the San Francisco Planning Department.

This Draft Landmark. Designation Report is subject to possible revision and amendment during the initintion
and designation process. Only language contained within the Article 10 designation ordmunce, adopted by the
San Francisco Boari of Supervzsors, should be regarded as final. .
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Third Baptist Church Complex
1399 McAllister Street

Church construction date: 1952
Architect: leham F. Guninison

Youth Center and Fellowship’ Buudmgconstructlon date: 1956
Architect: Alfred W. Johnson

This Article 10 Landmark Designation Report provides documentation and assessment to demonsirate
the historical, cultural, or architectural significance for the purpose of local designation as a San
Franmsco Clty Landmark under Arhde 10 of the Planmng Code This document may reference
natxonal historic registries, and or other comparable documei\ie For more mformahon regarding
supporting documentation and source material, please refetence the materials listed in the
bibliography. "

PROPERTY INFORMATION

Block and Lot: 0778/013

Owner; Third Baptist Church

Original Use: Church

Current Use: Church

Zoning: RM-1 Residential-Mixed, Low Density

BUILDING DESCRIPTION

The Third Baptist Church Complex is located at the southeast corner of Pierce and McAllister Streets in
the Alamo Square Landmark District, part of the larger Western Addition neighborhood jn San
Francisco. The church complex is comprised of two bmldmgs, including a main church building in
which the sanctuary is located, and a youth center and fellowship building which houses a gymnasium,
assembly hall, classrooms, conference rooms, and admh\istnéﬁve offices. The site also includes a
prominent, detached bell tower that Erénts MéAllister Street as well as a parking Iot sited at the

design the sanctuary and bell tower in 1952 The youth ‘cénter and, fellowshlp buﬂdmg was de51gned by
architect, Alfred W. ]ohnson, and built in 1956.

Bell Tower

The site’s most prominent visual feature is the detached bell tower, which is visible from the nearby
Alamo Square Park and surrounding blocks. The east and west elevations of the bell tower each display
three raised vertical bands rising up to about fwo-thirds the height of the tower, while twelve

ornamental square voids adorn the remaining top third of the bell tower. The north and south elevations
each feature a wide, raised vertical band lightly scored with a square incision pattern. A vertical pattern
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of four square voids fills the top third of the tower on the north and south elevations. The lower half of
the north-elevation features a vertical ribbon of wood windows with divided lites. The bell tower is.
capped with an ornamental cross, added to the structure in 1959.

Church Building
The church building was designed by William F. Gunnison and erected in 1952. Built of frame
construchon, the structure is one story (double—helght) Wlth mezzanine and partial basement. It is

McAlhster and Pierce Streets

The church’s primary facade faces north and is clad in stucco, as are the east and west €elevations. The
front entrance of the church is accessible. from a circular, concrete courtyard. A curved red brick staircase
Ieads up to the courtyard, which is inlaid with terracotta tile placed to form the shape of a star covermg
most-of the courtyard. An octagonal baptismal font clad in Roman brick is sited at the center of the -
courtyard and of the star. Columns support a curvilinear entablamre overhead. 'I‘erracotta terrazzo

glass doors

The church’s fenestration consists of wood wmdows with divided lites, a number of double-hung wood
windows with horizontal muntins, and a single, inset, wood-frame, cross-shaped window at the center
of the primary (north) fagade. All W:mdows are filled with textured yellow glass. The -east and west
elevations also contairi wood windows with divided kites, which repeat in a vertrcally—onmted ‘pattern
resemblmg a ribbon, Ornamentation mdudes incised squares around the enirance of the sanctitary, and
raised vertical bands extending from the ground floor to the roof on the north and east elevations, Due
to a later addition to the rear of the church building, the south elevation is characterized by horizontal
painted wood siding. On the west elevation, towards the southwest corner of the addition, are two metal
sash slider windows filled with textured opaque glass.

The interior of the church consists of a vestibule/lobby, sanctuary, second-story mezzanine, and a partial
basement that houses offices. A wall and 'second set of doors separate the lobby from the sanctuary ‘The.
mezzanine is located overhead, above the vestibule at the north side of the building, The sanctuary,
which comprises the vast majority of the interior space, is a large,.rectangular room containing rows of
* pews in the nave divided by a central aisle leading up to the altar to the south. Stained-wood
wainscoting tims along all four interior walls, and the east and west interior walls feature long, wertical
ribbons of ‘wood windows with divided lifes and textured yellow glass that illuminate the sanctuary
with warm, yellow light. While the church exterior demonstrates a modern architectural approach, the
building’s interior displays a number of traditiorial elements, including wooden trusses with shaped
brackets, brass hanging lamps, and wood paneled ceiling. The pulpit, altar, and choir loft are
constructed ‘of wood and raised. and recessed into the south end of the church. The choir loft hotises
church organs and a drum set, which according to Reverend Amos C. Brown, pay homage to both the
Western and African musical fraditions that have influenced the Baptist faith.! Red fabric curtains'adorn
the south wall behind the choir Joft with two identical decorative organ pipe systems flanking either side
of the curtains. Behind the curtains is a second baphsmal, which is regularly used by the congregation
unlike the baptlsmal inithe exterior courtyard. On the ceiling above the choir loft are 18 recessed squares
that enhance the acoustics of the space while mimicking decorative elements of the exterior facades and
bell tower.

t Amos C. Brown, Pastor Third Baptlst Church, persona) communication, June 9, 2017,
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Youth Center and Fellowship Building

Designed by architect, Alfred W. Johnson, and constructed in 1956 as an addition, the youth center and
fellowship building is a two-story with mezzanine rectangular structure ‘with a flat 1oof. The north
facade is inset from the outer edges and reads as a mostly solid wall with the exception of a muilti-lite,
wood sash, vertical ribbon window with textured yellow glass, located at the west end of the front
facade, The vertical ribbon window stands out as the primary decorative feature of the building. Directly
below the multi-lite window is a canopy covering a ground floor entrance to the building. Two
additional enirances, as well as two multi-lite, wood sash, Horizontal ribbon windows with yellow
textured glass complete the fenestration of the ground floor exterior. ‘

height gymnasmm comprises the second floor of the 1956 addmon and features sunple trusses,
skylights, and hardwood floors. Administration offices fill the mezzanine.

Photos of the biilding can be found in Exhibit C.

CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION

Critérion A, Events: Associated with events that have made a 51gm.ﬁcant contribution to the broad
pattems of our hlstory

Criterign B Persons: Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

Criterion C,. Atchitecture: Embody distinctive characteristics of a type, period, ‘or method of

construction, or that represent a significant and distinguishable ‘entity whose compenents may lack
individual distinction.

PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE

1952-1971

The Period of Slgmﬁcance for the Third Baptist Church Complex is 1952~1971 reflecting the year the

church was built under the leadership of Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr. thirough the last
year, he remained as pastor

-STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

pohhcal advancement of African Americans in San Francisco under the gu.ldance of c1v1l nghts leader,

Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr.; and as a rare and- notable example of Midcentury Modern
ecclesiastical architecture in San Francisco.

Founded in 1852 as the First Colored Baptist Church of San Francisco, Third Baptist Church (rehamed
in 1855) was the first black Baptist congregation formed west of the Rocky Mountains and remained
the only black Baptist church in San Francisco until the early 1940s. Through its many community-
oriented activiﬁes, Third Baptist Church has played an important role in promoti.ng black community

_Francisco.
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Longtime pastor of Third Baptist Church, Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes Sr., who served in that
capacity from 1932 to 1971, emerged as a highly influential Jeader in San Francisco’s civil rights
movement. Haynes participated in the longshoreman strike of 1934, the struggle to end race-based
hiring restrictions at the Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Company, and was part of the Black
Ministerial Alliance, a group -of black ministers who organized action against housing and job
discrimination in black communities. In 1945, he was the first African American to run for a position
on the San Francisco Board of Supervisors, running again in 1947 and 1951. Although he never held
office, he paved the way for Terry A. Francois to become the city’s first African American member of
the Board of Supervisors in 1964. In 1996, the subsequent.pastor of Third Baptist Church, Reverend
Dr. Amos C. Brown, became the city’s second African American member of the Board of Supervisors.
During the tenure of Reverend Brown, the congregation’s legacy -of social justice activism and
community leadership continues to the present day.

Third Baptist Church is among several black protestant churcheés constructed in San Francisco during
the postwar period. It is also one of the first churches in the city that broke from the traditional
representations of ecclesjastical design to produce a new, simplified architectural expression that was
thought to better articulate protestant beliefs through its simple and straightforward design approach.
Many of these de51gn elements are also charactenstlc of the Mdcentury Modem style, wh1ch
The current church building located at ‘McAlister and'Plerce Street represents the congregatxon 5 ﬂnrd
church building, constructed By and for the congrega'tioh in 1952-1956. Its construction was part of a
larger trend, as the two other pioneer black churches in San Francisco - First AM.E. Zion and Bethel
AM.E. Church - similarly erected Midcentury Modern chirrch buildings in the Western Addition in
the years following World War IL. Newly established protestant congregations furthered this trend by
adopting modern aesthetics and design features, as opposed. to the more traditional features that had
characterized -earlier places of worship. Thll‘d Baptlst Church stands out as an excellent example of
protestant church architecture designed in the Midcentury Modern style that developed in San
Francisco during the postwar period, and retains a high degree of physical integrity.

INTEGRITY

The seven aspects of integrity used by the National Register of Historic Places, the California Register
of Historical ‘Resources, and Article 10 of the Planning Code are: location, design, materials,
workmanship, setting, feeling, and assoc‘iaﬁon in relation to the period of significance and criteria for
designation identified above. The property maintains integrity in all seven aspects.

The Third Baptist Church Complex maintains a high degree of integrity as it relates to the church’s -
historic significance as a beacon of black community leadership, and as an advocate for the social,
economic, and political advancement of African’ Americans in San Francisco. The complex maintains
the same locahon and settmg smce 1ts construcuon for the Third Baptlst congregahon in 1952-*1956
&gmﬁcance in 1971. The complex élso mamtams strong f_eehng and assomahon with its Iustorlcal
significance as it continues to be owned and operated by Third Baptist Church. The congregation
remains the largest black Baptist congregation in Northérn California and continues to carry on its
legacy of social activism. The interior spaces of both the church and the youth center and fellowship
bujlding convey the complex’s. Iustoncal use as a church, assembly space, and educational venue —
uses that continue to the present.
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The Third Baptist Church Complex also maintains a high degree of physical integrity in the areas of
design, materials, and workmanship. Few alterations have been made to the buildings since their
construction. According to building permit records, the “double face church cross sign” that sits atop
the bell tower was added in 1959. Several in-kind repairs and a modest horizontal addition were made
to the rear of the sanctuary after it was damaged by a fire in 1961. Other minor alterations include the
installation of handicap doors in 1987 and the sealing of two interior doors in-the church assembly hall
in 1993. As the alterations were minor in scope, the buildings retain significant integrity of design and
materials to convey both their architectural and historical significance.
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HISTORIC CONTEXTS

Early Church History

Founded in 1852 during the Gold Rush period, The First Colored Baptist Chuich of San Francisco
(later Third Baptist Church), was the first black Baptist congregation formed west of the Rocky
Mountains. Many African Americans had come to California during the Gold Rush petiod either as
free men and women from the Northeast or as slaves from the American South who arrived with their
owners and later purchased or petitioned local courts for their own freedom.2 As described in the
Draft African American Historic Context Statement, black teligious organizations began to form in San
Francisco during the mid-nineteenth century:

By the time African Americans first started arriving in California they had already built a
thriving religious tradition apart from mainline White Protestant Christianity. Two groups
that splintered off from the Methodist Church in the early nineteenth century were the
African Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E) Bethel Church from Philadelphia and the A.M.E. Zion
Church from New York. By the 1850s, black Baptists and Presbyterians had also founded
separate churches catering to African Americans in San Francisco, At these churches, all of
which were located at the edges of Chinatown, African Americans could worship in their own
space and according to their own traditions. The churches also served as important
community gathering places, where news was exchanged, friendships.formed and reinforced,
and business discussed.3

After being forced to sit in the balcony at the white-dominated First Baptist Church, a group of black
Baptists in 1852 convened at the private residence of William and Eliza Davis, located on Kearny
Street, and decided to form their own Baptist congregation - the First Colored Baptist Church. Among
its founders were Abraham Brown, Thomas Bundy, Thomas Davenport, Millie Denton, Henry Fields,
George Lewis, and Fielding Spots.t .

Locational History

In 1854, two years after it was founded, the First Colored Baptist Church moved into its first church
building on Grant Street (formerly Dupont Street) between Greenwich and Filbert Streets. The church,
which changed its name to Third Baptist Church in 1855 to “reflect its emiergence as the third
communion of Baptists founded in the city and its desire to be an inclusive church without racial
de51gnahons, moved toa bullding at Bush and Powell 'Streets in 1896 5 'Ihat building, however, was
at Hyde and Clay Streets in the Nob Hill ne1ghborhood where 1t stayed for 44 years until the mid-
twentieth century when the congregation outgrew it: In 1952, Third Baptist Church relocated to the

2 State of Califomia Department of Parks and Recreation; Application for Registration of Historical Landmark for Third Baptist Churoh,

* 1642-44 Grant Avenus; Tim Kelley Consulting, The Alfred Williams Consultancy, VerPlanck Historic Rescurce Consulting, and the San
Francisco Planning Department, Draff African American Citywide Historic Context Statément (Unpublished Draft, 2015), 16-17.

3 Kelley, Williams, VerPlanck, San Francisco Planning Department, 33.

4 State of California Department of Parks and Recreation, Application for Registration of Historical Landmark for Third Baptist Church,
1642-44 Grant Avenue

8 Third Baptist Church, Thirdbaptist.org/ftbc-yesterday, accessed April 4, 2017,
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Western Addition where many of the city’s African American residents lived —a pattern that occurred

Third Bapilst Church was
founded in August of 1852 in
the home of William dnd Eliza

Eliza Davis Davis on Keéarny Street.

1834-1866: The orijinal site of Third Baptist Chureh was on Grant Street
{formerly Dupont Street) belween Greenwich and Filbert

Site on‘Bué'h and Powell
Bureats
1867.1868 | 18A9006  1908-1952
Site on Jane and Natoma The praperty was destroyed by fire 8itc on Hyde and Clay Streets.
Streets (near Howard and in the 1906 enrthquake, A new

Second Streets) thutich wits built in 1008,

& Kelley, Williams, VerPlanck, San Francisco Planning Depaitmént, 108,
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Ministerial History

The church had no permanent pastor from 1852 to 1856, during which time white supply ministers
presided over church services. Third Baptist hired its first black pastor, Reverend Charles Satchell, in
1856. Satchell came to San Francisco via Cincinnati and was a leader in the Abolitionist Movement: He
and the subsequent pastors of Third Baptist Church are documented in the State of California
Application for Registration of Historical Landmark for 1642-44 Grant Avenue (the church's original

location):

Reverend Charles Satchell was the first regular pastor and the first African American pastor.
He had been commissioned by the Home Mission Board of the American Baptist Convention
to establish churches in the Midwest durinjz the early 1850’s. Other pastors serving the chuich
during the first eight decades were: Thomas Howell, Armold Medberry, ]ohn Francis, |.B.
Knight, O.C. Wheeler, John R. Young, George Duncan, J.H. Kelly, ] M. Riddle, Allen Newman,
J.A. Dennis, Elbert Moore, and James D, Wilson, The memmbership fluctuated between 13 and
2437

Satchell had started a tradition of social activism and -
commumty leadershxp at - Thxrd “Baptist. Church that
endured over: the ensuing decades. 'I‘hxs tradition
expanded ‘éven more so during the 40—yeax tenure of
Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr., and eventually
under the leadership of Reverend Amos C: Brown, Third
Baptist's current pastor.t As described in the church’s 160%
Annigersary Documentary, Third Bapust Church émerged in
the late nineteenth century as an “institution of survival
and ‘provided creative means of calling’ forth pride in
achievement to disprove the assumption of Negro
inferiority,”? Tt remained the only black Baptist church in
San Francisco. through the 1940s, eventually blossoming
into the largest black Baptist congregation in northern
California, respons1ble for fosfenng geneérations of black
community’ leaders and activists.10

Souvenir Program showing former location of
" Third Baptist Church at Hyde and Clay Streets
(Courtesy California Historical Soclety)

7 State of California Department of Paks and Recreation, Application for Registration of Historical Landmark for Third Bapfist Church,
1642-44 Grant Avenug

8 Ibid.; Third Baptist Church, “Third Baptist Church of San Francisco: 160% Anniversary Documentary,” 2012; Third Baptist Church, Third.
Baptist Church of San Francisco 150% Anniversary Celebration, 1852-2002, San Francisco: CC InnerVisions, 2003,

9 Third Baptist Chuch, “Third Baptist Church of San Francisco: 160% Anniversary Documentary,” 2012.

10 For more informanon about the early htstory of Third Baptlst Church see the Application for Registration of Historical Landmark for Third
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Black Community Formation in the Western Addition

By the mid-twentieth century, Third Baptist's congregation had grown to the point where its home at
Hyde and Clay Streets could no longer accommodate all who sought to worship there As a result
s1gn1f1cant percentage of the mty’s black populatxon had lived since the years followmg the l906
earthquake and fire. The nelghborhood’s black population continued to increase during the 1920s and
19305, making the Western Addition “the center .of Black life before World War IL”11

The war years brought even more African Americans to the ne1ghborhood as tens of thousands of
Southern blacks relocated to San Francisco to work in the newly established wartime shipyards and
def.,nse plants and found few other housmg ophons in the city.”? Following the enactme1t of

incarceration of ]apanese and Japanese Amencans from San Francisco’s Nihonmachi, -or "Japanese‘

People s Town," located within the Westem Addmon, hundreds of properhes were made vacant. ‘I‘h1s

encouraged by real estate agents and racxst prachces and policies such as Iedllmng and rac1al
covenants enacted in the aty’s new resxdence parks a11 of which limited res1dent1al ophons for

in the Western Addition are descnbed ,m,the Draft Aﬁtcan American Hlst,orzc Context Statement'

During the postwar period, real estate agents continued to funnel African Americans into the
neighborhoods where they already had a strong presence, especially the Western Addition.
By 1950, the Fillmore District’s 26 blocks, originally designed to accommodate 50-to-70: people
per acre, were reportedly housing upwards of 200 people per acre. By 1960, mote. than one-
third of San Francisco’s African American population lived in the Western Addition,
comprising 46 percent of the ,neighhorhood’s population.*

The Western Addition during this period blossomied into the primary hub of black culture and
community in San Francisco, with churches playing an important role in this growing community.
Prior to the war, as described in the Draft African American Historic Context Statement, most African

Americans attended one of the three “pioneer” black churches in the city: First AM.E. Zion, Bethel

AME, or Third Baptist Church, all of which originally operated in the Chinatown/Pacific Heights
area. Fxrst AME. Zion, howeéver, had moved to 1669 Geary Street in the Western Addition in 1912
after its building was destroyed in the 1906 earthquake and fire (the Geary Street location was later
demolished during the Redevelopment era) New churches, such as El-Bethel Baptist Church

established in 1941 at 1320 Golden Gate ‘Avenue, were also formed to serve the Western Addition’s’

growing black community. In a strategic effort to locate nearer to its expanding memberslup base,
both Third Baptist Church and Bethel AM.E, Church relocated to the Western Addition after the

12 Kelley, Wlhams VerPlanck San Francisco Plannlng Department 79 Donna Graves and Page & Turnbull, Japantown Hisforic’ Confext
Staternent, San Francisco: Page & Tumbull, 2011, 44,

13 Grayes and Page & Tumbull, 4245,

 Kelley, Wiliams, VerPlanck, San Francisco Planning Department, 92,
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war.® Third Baptist Church purchased the property at Pierce and McAllister Streets for its new
location, which at the time was home to the mansion of Captain Charles Goodall.

e _ . L - V, = — L >ﬂ'
Above: Workers remove the turret on the observatory in the .cupola of the former mansion of Captain
Charles Goodall at-Pierce and McAllister Streets, which was demolished and replaced with Third Baptist

Church in 1952 (Courtesy San Francisco Public Library Photo Collection)

Left: Deacon of Third Baptist Church, C.A.
Harris, speaks with news reporter .on the
roof of the former Charles Goodall Mansion
where Third Baptist Church now stands,.
circa 1952, Newscopy from San Francisco
News-Call Bulletin describing the photo
reads: “C.A. Haris, Deacon of Third Baptist
Church, tells a news reporter of work by
members of his congregation in demolishing
pioneer mansion and their plans to use
much of the old timbers in the construction
of a new, modemn -church on the site.”
(Courtesy of San Francisco Public Library
Photo Collection)

15 Ibid.
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Mldcentury Modern Ecclesiastical Architecture in San Francisco

The Third Baptist Church Complex, located at McAllister and Pierce Streets, represents the
congregation’s thxrd house of worship, constructed by and for the congregahon begmmng in1952. It
and its design aesthetic represented a departu.re from the traditional Ca’rhohc—mﬂuenced arclutecture
that had characterized nearly all Christian church buildings up until the mid-twentieth century. In

addition, the Third Baptist Church Complex features design elements characteristic of the M1dcem‘.ury
Modern style.

Third Baptist Builds New Church in the Western Addition

In 1950 under the leadership of Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr., Third Baptist Church
purchased the property at the northwest corner of Pierce and McAllister Streets, on which sat the
former mansion of Charles Goodall (built 1859) and devised plans to erect three buildings on the site
that would comprise the church. Two of the three planned buildings — the main church building ul'ld a
- youth center and fellowship building — were- completed

FLE 1

BUILDING COM
&oated, 170 - raghn, |OHE Camg, Mas. AM
and Leg Ressson, Gharman, Stan

R NEWSIM, pok p

Left: Members of the Building Commission, circa 1952 (Courtesy California Historical Soclety) -
Right: Members of the Building Cornmission with Rev. Frederick D, Haynes Sr. (pictured bottom left) viewing

plans for the new Third Baptist Church building at’ McAllister and Pierce Streets, circa 1952. (Courtesy Thlrd
Baptist Church)

i

The permit for the new church building was approved on May 26, 1952 and the building was
constructed by October of the same year. A 1952 article entitled, “Negro Baptists Migrate,” offers an
account of the opening of the new building, which fook place on October 21, 1952: '

It was a great moment for the sisters and brothers of “Third Baptist” when, fresh from
celebrating their centenary, they sang their last praises in the old church, and marched in a
phalanx to the new. Each of them wore a white card bearing their hame and the sub they were
subscribing for the occasion. The cutting of the ribbon which formially operiéd the doors of the
new sanctuary was performed by Deborah Johnson, ‘the youngest member of the church,
under the eye of Lee Robinson, chairman of the Building Commission. Letfters of
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congratulations came from the White House, from Governor Earl Warren, and from the
church leaders; and Mayor Elmer Robinson spoke at a meeting at which the platform included
Judge Twain Michelson of the Superior Court of SF, and Cecil Poole, Negro Deputy District
Attorney for SF County.! ' )

1o . T e

g

iy

Above: Members of Third Baptist Church with Rev. Frederick D. Haynes, Sr, during dedication
ceremony for the site of the new church, clrca 1952. {Courtesy Third Baptist Church)

Above: Members of Third Baptist Church lay the »comerstor'ne.,for the new church building at 1399
McAllister Street, 1952. -
{Courtesy Third Baptist Church)
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The SF Bay Cities Baptist Union 34" Annual Report offers a description of the new church building:

In places to be seen from afar are such fhings as the cross atop the tower of the new Third
The sanctuary, now complete, is probably the largest Baphst sanchiafy to be bmlt in the area
in many generations. This impressive building is together with several others, a tribute not
only 1o the vision and sacrifice of the pastor and members, but also to the business effidency .
and willing labors of the Bay Cities Bapﬁst Union.”??

In 1956, a two-story with mezzanine building was constructed for use as youth classrooms, assembly
space, and a gymnasium While there was a desire a‘n‘d subsequent fundraising effort to build a

WITH THE LORD’S HELP =
z‘ou ;J:;,/yz'_,

Lols Finish t Job
in
NINETEEN GLORIOUS DAYS

Beginning August 4th . B
*Enlargs lh- p!mnl'n-y tent,
* - ond let them stretch forth the
v — - . enezaing of Thine bdmdmnn
- * spany nal, lengrhen N
ond mngihiITlm
. —lsaum

California Historical Society

Left: Fundralsing brochure depicting proposed youth center in foreground (rot constructéed) alongside
existing church and auxiliary building (Courtesy California Historical Society)

Right: 112" Anniversary program brochure, 1964, showing the planned youth building that was not
constructed (Courtesy California Historical Soclety)

17.SF Bay Cifies Baptlst Union 34% Annual Report, 28, date unknown, Frederick D Haynes 8r. family papers, California Historical Soclefy
inthe .
18 Frederick D. Haynes Sr. family papers, Califomia Historical Sociaty
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African American Protestant Architectural Expression in San Francisco

The congregation’s relocation to the Western Addition in the years following World War II and the
new, simplified architectural expression of its church bu:ldmg represented a larger trend, as the city’s
two other “pioneer” black churches — First AM.E. Zion and Bethel AM.E. Church — commissioned
architect-designed church buildings in the neighborhood during the same time period.

In addition, newly established protestant congregations that formed to serve the neighborhood’s.

growing African American population contubuted to this trend by adoptmg inodern aesthetics and
design features that naturally aligned with protestant ideals of “simplicity and straightforwardness,”
and which correspond to their beliefs in an “immediate personal relationship .of man fo God.”? First
AME. Zion (2159 Golden Gate Ave.) shares similar characteristics with Third. Baptlst Church, such as
its simple geometric elements, mcludmg a flat, inset primary-facade, prominent tower structure, bare
cross, and vertically-oriented panel of. sohd—colored_ square-shaped multi-lite windows. Bethel AM.E.
Chuzch, the third of the pioneer churches, moved into its new church building-at 916 Laguna Street in
1969. It too, departs aesthetically from éarlier ecclesiastical architectural traditions, emphasizing
simple yet strong geometnc shapes ¢ and patterns, and solid and umadorned walls,

Above: AM.E. Zion Church {Desiree Smith) Below: Bethel A.M.E. Church (Caurtesy. fodd;jahtfies.org)

~According to Albert Christ-Janer and Mary Mix Foley, authors of Moderit Chuich Architecture: A guide
to the form and spirit of 20" century religious buildings, early protestant congreg'atiohs moved into former
Catholic church buildings during and after the Reformation. Catholic architectural traditions, as the
authors note, often “put on a display of the hierarchical power," resultmg in what the authors describe
as a “tension between the principles and needs of a protestant congregation and the symbolic meaning
embodied in the architecture of a genuine Catholic church.”? While protestant congregations often
stripped such church interiors of idols or symbohc othamentation (like :stained glass, tapestries,
statues, frescoes), elaborate exteriors (usually deﬁgned in the Baroque, Gothic, Renaissance, or
Romanesque style of architecture) remained” In the nineteenth centiry, even when protestant
congregations constructed their own church bu:ldmgs, many were. reproductxons of earlier, Catholic-
influenced styles. It was not until the mid-twentieth century when protestant churches began to
construct houses of worship that some wotuld see as “an honest expression of their faith.”2 The ideal

19 Christ~Janer and Folye, Modem Church Architecture, 243.
2 )bid., 122,

2t bid.

2 bid,, 125.
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“ rotestant a‘rdiite’cturhl ex ression,” according to Christ—]aner and Foley, is sim le in desi H avoids
P P g Y. p By

might include features such as clear, opaque, or single-color stained glass, bare crosses (as opposed to
crucifixes), and sxmple materials.

The géometric émphasés of the vertical ribbon windows with divided ﬁtes decorative square voids

exterior and interior of Third Baptist Church and its auxiliary youth center and fellowship buﬂdmg fit.

squarely within the category of “protestant architectural expression” discussed here.
Third Baptist Chiirch: A Midcentury Modern Institutional Building

In addition, the Third Bap’ast Church Complex contains a number of the design elements that are
characteristic of the Midcentury Modern style, as described in San Francisco Modern Architecture and
Landscape Design 1935-1970, a historic context statement adopted by the City of San Francisco in 2011."
As related in the historic context statement:

The number of new churches in San
Francisco increased 69% from 1935 to
1955, By 1955 there were 430 churches in
San ‘Francisco, New religious buildings
were primarily Christian churches and
many embraced the exuberant forms
characteristic of the Midcentury Modern
and Expressionist styles...

Midcentury Modern is a term used to
describe an expressive, often exuberant
style that emefged in the decades

. following World War IL Influenced by
the International Style and the Second
Bay Tiadition, ~Midcentury Modemn
was a casual, thore organic and
expressive style, and was readily
apphed to a wide range of property
types. -Custom-designed  houses,
residential tract developments,
churches, and commercial buildings
incorporated Midcentury Modem
design...

Midcentury Modern is the most Above: Third Baptist Church, March 21, 1953, News copy
common Modern style built in San  reads, "CHURCH OF THE WEEK~Third Baptist Church,

McAllister and Pierce-sts, has served "the Negro
Francisco from 1945-1965. The style population of San: Francisco for over 100 .years,

mcorporates an array of de31gn celebrating their centennial last year. Rev. Frederick D.

Haynes began his ministry with this in 1932 when it was
elements md‘f‘du“g cantilevered located at Hyde and Clay-sts. He reports marked increase
Qverhangs, projecting eaves, canted  in attendance since moving into the modern néw buillding

e e _ last December.“(Courtesy San Francisco Public Library
windows, projecting boxes that en- ;. - Collection)
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frame the upper stories, stucco siding, the use of bright or contrasting colors, spandrel glass,
laige éxpanses of windows, flat or shed roof forms, stacked brick veneer, asymmetrical
facades, and occasionally vertical wood siding. Designers of church buildings experimierited
with the new shapes, materials, dladding and colors associated with Midcentury Modern.
Historic references or revival influences are notably absent from the Midcentury Modern
style. The term Midcentury Modern was generated by the public rather than scholars.2;

The Third Baptist Church Complex displays a number of features that are characteristically
Midcentury Modem, including flat roof forms, projecting overhangs, stucco siding, articulated

pnmary facades, use of stacked Roman brick veneer, strong right angles and snnp r*ubn: forms, a
omamental cross on top of the tower) % As further mentioned in ‘San Frincisco Modern Architecture and
Landscupe Deszgﬂ 1935- 1970 institutional bulldmgs (mcludmg churches) des:gned in the Mldcentury
both of which are visible in the Third ‘Baptist. Church Complex. Other design elemenits céﬁﬁhén to
Modern architecture more broadly, and which can be seen in the complex, especially in the 1956
addition, are corner windows and an emphasis on the horizontal

The riew architectural approach of both buildings comprising the Third Baptist Church Complex
represent a dramatically different style than the congregation’s former Tudor-inspired 1908 church
bulldmg at 1269 Hyde Street. Third Bapfist- Church thus, stands ottt as a rare and notable example of
the new ecclesiastical architecture that developed in San Francisco during the postwar period and as
an exarnple of a Midcentury Modern institutional building.

William F. Gunnison, Architect

William F. Gunnison (1891-1977) designed the chiurch building and bell tower at 1399 McAllister
Street. Gunnison practiced atchitecture in ‘San Francisco from approximately 1922 to 1941, working
out of his firm located at the Mechanics’ Instxtute Building., His work consisted mostly of single and
multl famﬂy tesidences and commetcial bulldmgs, among which was the Bharatiya Mandal Hall at
440 Ellis’ (extant), a contnbutor to the Uptown Tenderloin National Reglster Historic District.%

Alfred W ]ohnson, Archttect

Alfred W ]ohnson de513ned the 1956 youth and fellowship building that sits next to the 1952 church
bulldxng ]ohnson s work primarily focused on church, school, and government buildings. Borri in
Mt. Shasta, California on May 26, 1908, Iohnson received his education at Cogswell Polytech College,
Heald's Engmeermg School, Beaux Arts Institute of Design, San Francisco Atelier, and the San
Franasco School of Busmess Adnumstrahon Blographxcal listings in the 1956, 1962, and 1970

flrms for twenty years ] before opemng an ard'utectural firm under his own name. His San Franmsco
office was located at 165 Jessie Street, although he maintained a residence in San Mateo. The Guﬂd of
America awarded Johnson a Third Prize Award for his work on Burlingame Presbyterian Church in

2 Mary Brown, San Francisco Modem Arch;tecture and Landscape Design, 1935-1970, 71, 189

21hid., 189-190, 194, -

% g, 96, 106.

% Archltect -Biography, on fils at San Francisco Planning Department chhael Corbeit, Natiorial Reglster of Historic Places Registration
form for the Uptoivn Tenderloin Historic District, 2007.
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the category of “Additions and Alterations for Church Architecture.”? According to a 1951 program-
for the 5% Annual Art Festival produced by the San Francisco Art Commission, Johnson exhibited
photographs, drawings, and models of his work at the event.?

Johnson's known works in San Francisco include: the Crespi Home School, Temiple Methodist Church,
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church addition, a funeral chapel of N. Gray & Co. at 19% Avenue and
Sergeant Street, and an office building addition to 550 California Street. His prominent works in other
California cities include: Guy F. Atkinson Co. Headquarters in South San Francisco; the Peninsula
YMCA, San Mateo Union High School Administration Building, and the City of San Mateo Police
Depattment Building in San Mateo; First Presbyterian Church and Burlingame Presbyterian Charch in
Burlmgame, Edna McGuire Elementary School in Mill Valley; Mt. View Presbyterian Church in
Mountain View; Fremont Presbyterian Church in Sacramento; Hall of Jushce and Records in Redwood
City; Pacific Union College Church Complex in Angwin, CA.?

Dedicated to God and Yoirth

Dedication of Youth Center

d

Fellowshlp Bmldmg

May 20-]1;:1& 9, 1957

" Left: Souvenir

- Program
celebrating
dedication of
Youth Center and
Fellowship
Building designed
by Alfred W,
Johnsen
(Courtesy

Thrd Baptint Chuseel-

1399 MCALUISTER STREET — SAN FRANCISCO, CAEEORN istortcal Saciz! California
: * Historical Society)

PDHAYNES DD Pastor

L. PR

wtsan A Bo i

27 AIA 1962 Directory

28 gan Francisco Arts Commission, 5% Annual Art Festival Program, 1951; AIA 1956 Directory; AIA 1970 Directdry. .
23 AJA 1956 Directory; AlA 1970 directory; Outsidelands website, "Grace Evangellcal Lutheran Church,* accessed July 7, 2017; Sunnyvale
Presbyterian Church website, *Our History,” accessed July 7, 2017,
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Rev. Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr.: A Religious, Community, and Civil Rights Leader

Born in 1899 in Talcott, West Virginia, Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr. was orphaned as a child and
grew up with his sister in Pennsylvania. He moved to Los Angeles in the early 1920s to attend Biola
" Institute, a Baptist Bible College, and following graduaﬁon worked as an assistant pastor in Los
Angeles where he also organized the first junior chirrch in California. After being ordained in 1928, he
relocated to Fresno, California to serve as the pastor for Second Baptist Church. In 1932, Haynes

accepted an invitation to become pastor of Third Baptist Church in San Francisco.

Rev. Haynes served as the pastor -of Third Baptist Church from 1932 to 1971 during which

membership grew from 150 to 3,000. individuals. While much of that growth coincided with an overall .

spike in the city’s African American population during World War I, Rev. Haynes’ leadership was a
critical factor in that success. During his nearly 40-year tenure as pastor, Haynes emerged as an
nnportant leader in the black commumty and. as an mﬂuentxal ﬁgure in local civil nghts efforts. He

Haynes' wife, Charlie Mae (Crawford) Haynes, was
a talented singer, devoted church worker, and a ‘
communify leader in her own right.-She was a long-
time émniployee of the San Francisco Department of
Sacial Services; was involved in church leadership as
Youth Di;é,ctbr, Youth Choir Director, and
Counselor; and was a member of the NAACP and
the Sén’ Francisco Opera Guild. In 1972 she bécame

representa’g:we of the San Francxsco School Board.¥

Like other black church ministers iri San Francisco -
during the first-half of the twentieth century, Rev.
Haynes was formally educated and had already
launched his career in ministry prior to joining Third
Baptist Church.? While Haynes had proven himself
as a leader:in Los Angeles and Fresno early in his
career, he made his most lasting contributions =~ -
during the time he spent at Third Baphst Church.
Described in an obituary as “one of the nation’s '
foremost church figures;” Haynes was widely . _
known and-admired for his spiritual and "Above: Church program depicting Rev. Frederick D.

community leadership. : ‘Haynes, Sr. and Charlie Mae Haynes (Courtesy
: Californla Historical Saciety)

30 Biography for Chatlie Mae (Crawford) Haynes, Frederick D. Haynes family papers, Califomia Historical Society
3 Broussard, 55.
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Above: Campalgn fiyers for Charlie Mae Haynes, candidate for San Francisco Board of Education in 1972
(Courtesy Califorfig Histarical Society)

MRS. CORETTA KING, ceatcr, widow:i
rights leader, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., w
Area this week to endovse her choice of caf

for Mapcrmr Conrt jud;,c 1m( ’\'&rw ChM‘IIL‘ 1\ ie H;
candidiie L shie 517, Board of Educaton.

Left: Coretta Scott King with Hayries, whom she endorsed for S.F. Board of Education in 1972 (Couttesy
Callfornia Historical Society)

Right: Sun Reporter article published November 11, 1972 announcing Charlie Mae Haynes Board of
Education campaign victory (Courtesy California Historical Society)
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Religious Leadership

First and foremost, Rev. Haynes was a ﬁxeless leader of his -

exponenhally under ‘his Watcn from 50 to more than 3, 000
members by the timé of his death in 1971 - and it was Haynes
who oversaw the relocation of Third Baptist Church to its
current edifice at McAllister and Pierce Streets. As evidenced °
by the numerous-social programs and activities offered at the ',

church, FHaynes promoted self-suffidency and . youth

development among church members, and dozens of outreach -

ministries offered opportunities for parishioners to deepen

their spiritual enridﬁheht and develcp leadership skills The

rehglous pubhcatlon, Fortnight, descnbes the transformatlon of' |

Third Baptist from a strugglmg to a thriving congrégation:

Hospitals, pﬁvate home,s, and public platforms in the 4 5

city know this well-groomed, almost dapper figure

who moves from appointment to appointment with |

unhurried precision; but the date he keeps most gladly

is on Sundays when he faces a flock which has grown ‘

remarkably since twenty years ago when he came to
the Third Baptist Church as a young man..

He was invited by unanimous vote to the pastorate of
historic Third Baptist Church in 1932...Most ‘of -the
members were -theh unemployed, and often .the
Sunday offering -did not exceed thirty dollars. ‘There

were times when there was no money for the .
minister’s salary; Undaunted the lithe, zealous

preacher,,,put heart into his people, and re-vitalized
the church.®2

A passage in a tfibute to Rev. Haynes published after his death
testifies to the impact he had on the personal and professional
lives of individual church members.

Most Black professmnals in the 1940s and ’505 drew

uipon the human resourcés -of Rev, Haynes and
received great assistance in.the development of their
professional careers, through the group commitments
of Third Baptist Church,®

32 *Religion: Negro Baptisis Migrate,” Fortnight, January 19, 1953,

& —

sswd s iy @8 Faka r,ﬁ/ﬁn/ ﬁ;'a/l/d(' 'éﬁmrﬁ

Tep: Photograph of Rev. Haynes
published In church  anniversary
program (Courtesy California Histotlcal
Soclety).

Bottom: Article published in the Sun
Reporter ahnouncing Haynes election as
president of the California State Baptist
Cenvention (Courtesy California
Historical Society)

3 “Edltonals A Tribute fo Rev. F.D. Haynes," date unknown, Frederick . Haynes S, family papers, Califomia Historical Soclety
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Haynes’ influence exterided far beyond Third Baptist Church, however, as he held some of the
highest-ranking positions availablé in the Baptist Church nationally. During the National Baptist
Convention of 1958, Haynes welcomed and hosted over 25,000 members of the Baptist faith to San
Francisco. He held numerous leadership positions over the years including: scholarship committee
chair for the National Baptist Convention beginning in 1954 president of the California State Baphst
Convenucn ﬁ'om 1960 to 1969, pre51dent of the S.F. Baptlst Mimsters Umon, and memberslup in the

Immste.rs in the Bay Area (and in the U.S. more generally), assumed the role of commumty leader

within broader civic and pohtlcal arenas, expanding their sphere of influence across race and class
lines:

‘Black ministers Jike J.J. Byers and EJ. Magruder of the First AM.E. Zion Church and F.D.
Haynes of the Third Baptist Church commanded a strong following among middle-class
blacks and were revered by white city officials as well. Byers, Magruder, and Haynes were
major figures in local civil rights activities, and blacks throughout the Bay Area respected
their status and leadersh1p Black mnusters occaswnally served on local interracial comm1ttees

com.mum .

Haynes' participation in a number of interracial organizations such as the Prince Hall Masonic Lodge,
the Urban League, and the NAACP further solidified his standing both within and outside of the
black commurity. He 'was appointed to several civic-bodies including the Mayor's Committee for
Civic Unity, which advocated for equity in housing and employment, and the San Francisco Library
Commission. Moreover, many white politicians looked to Haynes as a liaison to the black community
and critical ﬁgure in’ wirming the support of black voters. During his 1967 reelection campaign,
former San Francisco Mayor John Shelley wrote to Haynes requesting his support, endorsement, and
consul during the campaign “Ttis a matter of considerable personal importance to me o be able to
lobbied for Haynes endorsement durmg his 1968 run for premdent “After the election, if T am elected
as President, I will need your advice and support and prayers. May I count on you?”

3 “Rev, Haynes — A Man For All People,” The Sun Reporter, March, 6, 1971,
% Broussard, 63.
35 1bid, 66.

3 Letter from John Shelley to Haynes, Sr., March 6, 1987, Frederick D. Hayries, Sr. family papers, Califomnia Historical Soclety.
3 | etter from Hubeit Humphrey to Haynes st October31 1968, Frederick D. Haynes, Sr. family papers, California Historical Socisty,

8/24/2017

745

25




You would always ﬁnd Rev. Haynes in (he CENTER of commumty, cwu:, p
! and lig:nus : :

Above: Newspaper clippings from a Sun Reporter afticle published after. Haynes death in 1971. Haynes was an
influential political leader and collaborated ‘closely with other civil rights activists such as Martin Luther King Jr.
and Dr, Carlton B. Goodlett (Courtesy California Historical Soclety)
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As one of the few black civil rights leaders who had settled in the city prior to World War II, Haynes
and his peers, including Robert B. Flippin, director of the Booker T. Washington Comrnunity Center,
and Dr Carlton B. Goodlett, a promment physman, newspaper pubhsher, and cw1l rights leader,
II era,” When San Francisco experienced a sxgnlﬁcant inctease in 1_ts black population.® ThlS_ ehte.
cohort of black leaders, of which Haynes was a part, “assume[ed] commanding leadership roles in
pushing for full equality and greater opportunity for black San Franciscans.”* Haynes’ resume of civil
rights activities spanned decades and causes.

He participated in the Black Thursday march of 1934, during which longshoremen and dock workers
went on strike in protest of unequal opportunity; he played a key role in the Pacific Telephone

Company’s decision fo end its discriminatory hiring practices; he advocated for passage of a Fair .

Employment Practice ordinance through his work on the San Francisco Citizens Committee; and e
frequently spoke alongside other high profile civil nghts leaders such as the president of the local
NAACP chapter, the chairman of the United San Francisco Freedom Movement, and other yeligious
leaders. 4 In the 1960s, Third Baptist Church had a Civic and Social Actions Committee and orgafﬁzed
a wéekly “Race Relations Suhday" event.®

One of Hayries” top civil rights priorities was educational equity. Under Haynes' djrecﬁon_, Thixd
Baptist Chutch contributed financial support to the Student Movement Fund, a youth-oriented
organization aimed at fighting segregation, and also to Dr. Martin Luther King Jxr.’s effort to support,
as described in a letter from Haynes to King, “the activities of our youth, particularly, the students
that afe ﬁghtmg for equal rights.”# In the spring of 1960, Rev, Haynes invited civil rights leaders, Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Dr. Ralph Abernathy, to a c1tyw1de mass meeting on the topic of mmonty

youth in the San Francisco public education system. The following is an excerpt from Hayneés’ uuhal
letterto the two, dated June 27, 1960:

Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett, Physician and Publishet of our leading Negro newspaper, is the
movmg figure in our community to bring about aroused and interested citizenry in support of

ombatmg a hideous and sinister movement within the framework of our school system: This
insidious ‘pattern is unlike that found in the Southern areas of America; there, pro-
segregationists are bold in proclaiming their undemocrati¢ ideals. Therefore, the 5.0.S. (S’cudy
our-Schools) Committee would be extremely honored to haye your service at a city-wide Mass

‘Meeting, to be held on or about, May the 17%, the Anmversary of the-historic Suprerme. Court
edict of 1954.4

A subsequent letter to Dr. Abeméthy dated March 15, 1960 fu;thé,r explams the purpose of the event:

The objective of this mass gathering is c;f a two—fo_lgl nature, First of all, to review the historic
decision of the Supreme Court and secondly, to raise funds for the purpose of exploring our

% Broussard, 74,
40 |bid., 183

#1 Virginia Smith, “Over 4000 People Gather to Moum Religlous Leader,” The Peninsula Bulletin Weekly, March 8, 1971; *S.F. Negro Rally
Today at Gity Hall," date and source unknown, Frederick D. Haynes, Sr. family papers, California Historical Saciety.
42 Third Baptist Church documents Frederick D. Haynes Sr. family papers, Cahfomla Historical Soclety

1960, Fredenck D Haynes, Sr family papers, Cahfomla Hlstoncal Soc:ety
4 1hid,
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local school system, With the object in mind to _exp@se any vicious or sinister method being

Haynes also endeavored to build the economic capacity and alleviate poverty among black San
Franciscans, It was during Haynes’ tenure when Third Baptist Credit Union was formed (which later
merged with American Baptist Credit Union) and when a major affordable housing project-in the
Western Addition was spearheaded in order to provide low-cost housing to the city’s growing black
population during and following World War IL While the housing-development was not completed
until 1972 — a year after his passing — it was named the Frederick Douglas Haynes Gardens in his
honor.

D'unng the Haynes era, Thlrd Baptxst Church began its Iong tradmon of serving as a platform for
those who spoke or performed at ’I'h:rd Baphst Chu:ch du.tmg the Haynes era were: cnnl nghts
leader, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr; W.E.B. Du Bois, who along with his wife, Charlie Mae Haynes,
chose Third Baptist Church as the venue for their West Coast lectures as well as for Dr. Du Bois” 90t
bxrthday celebration; musician, actor, and civil rights -activist, Paul Robeson; and world-famous
entertainer, activist, and French Resistance agent, Josephine Baker. '

Newell Johnson prasnts

MAHALIA
JACKSON

RUTH DANIEL
with the 100-Yolce Choie of

Thixd Baptist Chisrch
Right: A 1958 Third Baptist Church special Under direction of Jurzs Barwooo
event program featuring Mahaila Jackson, SAN FRANCISCO OPERA HOUSE
known as the “Queen of Gospel.” Gospel music TUESDAY. OECEMBER 2, 1956 - 830 P. M.
has continuously been an integral component Benefit. NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION

of Third Baptist Church’s spiritual and
educational services. (Courtesy Third Baptist
Church)

45  after to Dr. Abemnathy from Frederick D. Haynes, March 15, 1960, Frederick D, Haynes, Sr. famlly papers, Califomia Historical Sociely.
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Above: W.E.B. Du Bois, founder of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
addresses the members of Third Baptist Church In 1958 (Courtesy African American Historical anid Cultural
Society) : :

cneminini ‘  e ,1' ; g
TH[RD BAPTISI‘ CHURCH

0f$AN mmc:soo

PAUL ROBESON

The Saq Friseisn Branch
TNXAACE

pronedly proserty

DLW E. FURCILRDT - ..,

" DU BOIS

CoFoundes' of thy NAADY
T Edtter of abe
CHISIS

axidantiog lus-

DLk
Eathdyy

E SuClmﬂ:
i xtes Strver
WILLIAM DUNCAN ALLEN Sin Framtsur

Skanday, April 13,1058 3 00 pun.
FRIDAY, JULY 26,1957 _ SR
i s 8pm g lnhmhgthkwmwm-rmd»umqma umnaity,

S

Above; Third Baptist Church special-event programs (Courtesy Third Baptist Church)
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Haynes Runs for District Supervisor

In 1945, Haynes became the first African American to run for thé San Fréricisco Board of Supervisors,
running again in 1947 and 1951. Although he Wwas unsuccessful in secunng a seat on the Board, his

' campaigns elevated the causes he cared so.deeply about. A campaign flyer reads: “I have pledged
myself to fight to my dyirig day to wipe out discrimination agamst m_nonty races in the economical,
political, and social ]er of qur city; state, and nation.”% Asa candldate, Haynes defended labor unions
and called for-an end to discrimination in employment and housmg, ramally restrictive covenants, and
segregation in pubhc spaces ‘and; p]aces of business. »

hnest{ AR

Above: An SF Reporter article pubhshed September 20, 1947 showing Rev. Haynes as he files for the office of City Supervisor
{Courtesy Cahfomla Historical Society)

In 1951, Haynes received the endorsement of key civil rights, labor, and 'Ieft-learling organizations: the
San Francisco Ministéerial Alliance, the Union Labor Party — AFL, the San Francisco CIO Council, and
the Fillmore Democratic Club. The following passage comes from statément written by Dr. Haynes
announcing his candidacy for Supervmor, published by the Sun Reparter on September 1, 1951:

Once again we have come to the task of selecting a mayor a’nd'members of the Board of
Supervisors of our city. During these perilous times it is important that every citizen gives
serious consideration to the elechon of men of mtegnty, honesty and intelligence, to pubhc
Americans, Japanese and Clunese_-Amencans, and Negroes, isa mgmﬁcant and 1mportant
undertaking, Minority people should have representatives in every election campaign. During
the campaign of 1945 and 1947 it was my good fortune and honor to have been selected as the

4 Campaign flyer for Frederick D. Haynes' run for Supervisor, Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr.zfamlly papers, California Historical Society.
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candidate of the Negro community for the

Board of Supervisors. I am happy to say that I not

only received the support of the majority of my own group, but also the support of thousands

of other citizens in our city...

7. Jdobs for ALL WiHvaut
Biserlenivxiton

4 B Rert Comizad and Lew
Cout Housing

4, Fepeoal of Sades Tax

5. Decont Tramparisiian

& Doturss of Loboe Unicns

*Démocrabic Gowvammpil
For ALL the Poeple"

5 HAYNES W“
For SUPERVISOR G‘g

UARTERS
1768-A SUTTER BTRECT N
H.mwni:\!l: [
2 LTk

JOIN THE FIGHT TO e
ELECT HAYNES
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For: V _

T Atuhisee

hame qnd Disgrace
i San Francisco?
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W Racially Resiriclive C

s and Discrimi; Agoinst the Negro People and Other
" Minoritles in Holels, Restayrants and Other Public Places!

1 Discrimil in Housingt

¥ Falice Bruidlity and Attacks Upon the Negro People and Other
Minorities!
¥ Distrimi

in E ! Moss Layoffs and Firing of Negra °

Workers and an Orgumzed Attampt by the Employers to Drive
Them From the Cityl

e

SAYS...

F.D. HAYNES

FoR 13 YRASY & FECSTIND ROKOCIAT A%
JUOR FZARCNSO CRURCN AND CIVID KEATAR

Y Have Pledged
Myseff to Fight ic
My Dying Day to

CANDIDATE i SUPERVISOR | 172" 5%
iscrimination
1l . I~ Aguins.t N!l‘ig\cérify
VOTE] "o moee, Polifice
uov Ath| memmn Realaniinet
Fltzses . and Nation,"

PRTA s Califamla Hixtnedral Gacinks

Above: Haynes Suﬁewisoriel Campaign flyer (Courtesy Califoraia Historical Society)

As Broussard notes, the fact that Haynes received 36,000 votes in 1951 “was impressive for a black
candidate in the early 1950s,” and evidence that “some whites also voted for Haynes.”# While he lost
the election, Haynes campmgns spurred the emergence of the black commumty asa pohhcal force to

from black voters and Afncan Amencans were mcreasmgly apppmted 1o positions on civic boards

and commissions,

47 Broussard, 238.
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Urban Renewal and Community Responses in the Western Addition

From 1948 to 1970, several neighborhoods in San Francisco, including the Western Addition, were
radically transformed during a series of urban renewal projects. As described.in San Francisco Modern
Architecture and Landscape Design 1935-1970:

Urban renewal changed the face of entire neighborhoods in San. Francisco and nationwide
from the 1950s to the early 1970s. In the postwar years, central-city areas were often seen as
congested and increasingly obsolete, as they lost their share of economic activity relative to
the booming suburbs. Older urban residential neighborhoods were viewed as blighted slums.
A Works Progress Administration survey in 1939 found that over half of the properties in the
Western Addition and South of Market area were substandard. San Francisco’s first master
plan, in 1946, identified four areas of blight: the Western Addition, South of Market, the
Mission District, and Chinatown. Around this time the federal government began to subsidize
redevelopment of urban areas. Title I 6f the Housing Act of 1949 facilitated redevelopment by
giving local public agencies the power to acqmre land through eminerit domair and to clear,
prepare and coordinate new development on. the assembled parcels of land. The federal
government paid for two-thirds of the costs needed to0 acquire and clear the land. “Slum
clearance” was fo be a major aspect; the initial legislation quulred urban renewal projects to
destroy one unit of housing for each new one built,

The task of coordinating urban renewal fell to newly created local redevelopment agencies.
The San Francisco Redevelopment Agency (SFRA) undertook eight redevelopment projects
from 1948 through 1970, with the five most substantial being Western Addition A-1 and A-2,
Diamond Heights, Golden Gateway, and Yerba Buena Center...

Criticism of urban renewal grew niationwide during the 1960s. Redevelopment p‘rbjects were
time-consuming and expensive and displaced thousands of residents and businesses from
areas that were not necessarily “blighted.” Some referred to urban’ rénewal as “Negro
removal.” Studies found that many displaced residents were paying considerably more for
only marginally better housing and were devastated by the loss of their familiar

neighborhoods and connections to friends, family, and neighborhood groups. Many. of the

housing units destroyed, while perhaps substandard, were not replaced ‘with equally
affordable housing. About 650,000 hoitsing units were destroyed nationwide, but only about
250,000 replacement units were built on the same site. In San Francisco 6,000 housing units
were destroyed in redevelopment aréas by 1969, with less than 1,000 units built to replace
them. Much of the demolished building stock consisted of residential buildings constructed
dunng the Vlctonan-era About one—fourth of the famihes displaced f:rom the Western

Western Addition A-2 bulldozers ]ust a few years Jater.”

The Western Addition Community Orgénization (WACO) and Tenarts and Owners in
Opposition to Redevelopment (TOOK) formed to demand adequate replacement housing as
part of the Western Addition A-2 and Yerba Buena Center projects, respectively.

Third Baptist Church fell j{xst outside the boundary of Project Area A-2, which was a “60-block, 277-
acre swath of the Western Addition,” shown in the map below.#

4 Kelley, Williams, VerPlanck, San Francisco Planning Department, 125,
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Map showing RedeveIOpment'Project Areas A-l and A-2 Source: San Francisto Redevelopment Agency

The Board of Supervisors approved the redevelopment project A-2 on October 15, 1964, but plans did

not move forward until 1966 “in part because the fedéral government withheld HUD funds following
the passage of Proposition 14”7 and in part due to “lawsuits flled by WACO [that] further delayed
construction.”# While Third Baptist: Church was not physma]ly impacted by the project, many of its
members, and many of the city's African American residents. more broadly, were at risk of
displacement. By 1969, a coalition comprised of community organizations — known as the Project Area
Committee (PAC) — was formed to serve as an official representative of the Western Addition
neighborhood in dealings wifh the Redevelopment Agency The Baptls‘t Ministers Union of which
nelghborhood res1dents A 1969 article pubhshed by the Sun Reporter enhﬂed “AD Housing: Western
Addition Power and Unity,” documents a meeting between PAC and the Redevelopment Agency:

Ina beautlful and powerful display of unity, various grbtips én‘d residents of the Westem

for housing construction in the Western Addition, The riew group, represenhng 45
organizations, is called the Project Area Committee and was formed during the last week in
consultation with Percy Steele of the Urban League and mary other community leaders.

Dr. Wesley Johnson, PAC spokesman, commented to the Agency: "You're always asking us,
'What do you people want? Well; now we're going to tell you what we want." Johnson, Rev.
Hannibal Williams of WACO, Rid Ridley of the EOC and Ulysses Montgomery then
explained PAC's position. Williams made it pointedly clear that WACO, the organization .
responsible for the U.S. District Court injunction halting forced relocation in the Westerri

“8 Mary Brown, San Francisco Modemn Architecture and Landscape Design, 1935-1970.
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Addition, favored housing constriiction and was willing to work with the Redévelopment
Agency in this endeavor. '

PAC spokesmen proposed that the agency grant official recognition to the new organization
as the representaﬁve of the total Western Addition community The ll-point p‘fdgram

any other.agencies, for approval; Complehon ofa survey of the Western Addmon prior to
deterr_mmng urban renewal plans for the A-2 area; And continuation of present agency
programs for rehabilitation by non-proﬁt commumty groups of buﬂdmgs owned by the

agency...

The mul‘atude of community support for PAC includes the Japanese Nihon Machi

: Development Corporation, the Baptist] l\/I1msters Union, the John Hale Medical Society, the

. EQC, the Buchanan YMCA and the M1;:ltown Park Committee for an Integrated Conimuinity.

Compared to the earher A-1 redevelopment pr01ect that took place in a comparatively smaller portion
of the Western Addition known as Japantown, the A-2 redevelopment project included more Tow-cost
housing as a direct result of the demands made by groups like PAC and the International Longshore
and Warehouse Union (ILWU). In addition, the ILWU developed an alternative project plan that
called for a phased approach so that “there would bé no mass exodus from existing’ housing” and
assisted black organizations to create co-op apartment complexes in the neighborhood. As stated in

the Draft African American Historic Context Statement:

Estimates of the number of people displaced from A-2 were as high as 13,500, with 60 percent
forced to move out of the Western Addition and 15 percent away from San Francisco
altogether. Though some African Americans eventually returned, especially once the low and
moderate-income developments were completed in the early 1970s, redevelopment:
permariently removed a latge stock of affordable housing, replacing it with fewer than 300
units of subsidized housing. By 1971, the Family Seivice Agency of San Fraricisco
recommended that the agency cease any further demolition activity or relocations from A-2
because of a worsening citywide housing crisisst

- 5 Marion Fay, “A-2 Housing: Westem Addition Power and Unity,” the Suh Reporter, January 11, 1969.
5t Kelley, Williams, VerPlanck, San Francisco Planning Department, 127,
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A LastingLégucy

As the pastor of Third Baptist Church for nearly 40 years, Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr.
oversaw a dramatic growth in the church’s membership and budget, forged the creation of numerous
.community programs and services, and spearheaded the construction of its new church - one of the
earliest properties built by and for African Americans ini San Francisco. Upon his passing in 1971,

Haynes' significant contributions as a religious and community leader were highly celebrated. The -

following passage, published in a tribute to the late pastor, aptly describes the religious leader’s

emphasis on social justice:

Under Rev. Haynes' driving dedication to social justice, Third Baptist Church developed into
a bastion of strength, a refuge and a forum for courageous men and women hounded and
punished by the Establishment for their vigorous exercise of dissent and independence.

Haynes’ accomplishments also speak to the tireless work

of those with whom he collaborated, namely, the members
of his congregation and “fellow community activists -

engaged in local and national civil rights struggles. As
noted by Broussard, while “the persistent and determined
struggle had not achieved radial equality for black Sari
Franciscans or black westerners by the mid-1960s”
significant ground had been made in many cases and
African Americans commanded more political power than
any prior time period :

Upon Rev. Haynes passing in 1971, Assistant Pastor Rev.

James Spencer assumed the role as interim pastor. In 1972, |

Haynes Sr's son, Rev. Frederick Douglas Haynes, Jr.
became the congregation’s next permanent pastor,
although he se’rved' iri'that capacity only three years before
his untimely death in 1975. During that short titme period,
however, Rev. Haynes, Jr. was able to make several
important contributions, including & prison ministry and

the completion of a job his father had started — building a .

large affordable housing development in the Western
Addition. It was named the Frederick Douglas Haynes
‘Gardens in honor of Rev. Haynes, Sr.

%2 |bid.
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Above: A 1972 article (source unknown)
documents the groundbreaking ceremony for
Frederick Douglas Haynes Gardens. The
article notes that Dr., Carlton B. Goodlett was
the chairman of the Third Baptist Church
housing committee and expressed fears that
the new housing development would be
racially segregated. {(Courtesy California
Historical Soclety)




Below: Dozens of Bay Area newspapers featured stories about Rev. Haynes Sr. and the thousands who attended his
funeral services following his death in"1971. (Courtesy California Historical Society)
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The Amos C. Brown Era

In 1976, Reverend Amos C. Brown became pastor of Third Baptist Church where he continues to serve
alongside his wife, first lady of the church, Jane E. Brown. The legacy of civil rights activism that was
established under previous pastors, most notably Rev. Frederick D. Haynes, Sr., has continued to
grow under the leadership of Rev. Brown.

The Makings of a Minister and Civil Rights Activist

Brown was born in Jackson, Mississippi in 1941, the son of a preacher and the youngest in a family of
eight children. He received his education at Morehouse College, Crozer Theological Semmary and the
United Theological Seminary where he earned a doctorate degree in ministry; his doctoral dlssertahon
‘was entitled, “Establishing an Educational Standard for an Aﬁ'lcan-Amerlcan Baptist Church in the
AR Century o

Church in West Chester, Pennsylvania and Pllgrlm Baptist Church in St. Paul anesota While in
West Chester, Brown “had the signal honor of being the first Black, first Clergyman and youngest
member to serve on the West Chester Area School Board in its history” and “in 1967, he led a
campaign which caused the West Chester Borough Council to enact one of the strongest open housing
ordinances in the nation.”s3 While in St. Paul, Brown “served as a member of the St. Paul Planning
Commission, NAACP President, three sessions as .Cha_plain of the Minnesota State Senate,” and
founded the Benjamin E. Mays Fundamental School

Brown began his career in social activism at the age of 14 in response to the lynching of Emmitt Till in
Mississippi in 1955. The horrific murder motivated Browri to organize the NAACP's first ever youth
council in the state of Mississippi the same year. In 1956 at the age of 15, ‘Brown'’s mentor; the late
NAACP Field Secretary, Medgar Evers, brought him to San Francisco to attend the national
convention of the NAACP. Tt was at that time when Brown first met Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Brown
spoke durmg the convention’s Youth Night as the president of the Mississippi Youth Council, and met
other inspirational leaders including Clarence Mitchell, Roy Wilkins, Ruby Hurley, and A. Philip
Randolph who made a profound impact on him. It was also during this NAACP convening when
Brown first worshipped at Third Baptist Church, not knowing that he would return decades later in
1976 to become its pastor.

It was during his undergraduate studies at Morehouse College from 1959-1964 when Brown rejoined
with Martin Luther King, Jr. in the civil rights struggle. Browr'l' was one of eight students to have taken
the only college course ever taught by Martin Luther King Jr., held during the spring semiéster of 1962.
While at Morehouse, Brown served as president of the school’s NAACP chapter. During the summers
he volunteered as a Freedom Rider in Mississippi, and served as youth field secretary for the NAACP
for the states of Georgia, Mississippi, and South Carolina. As part of his civil rights activisin, Brown
led a “Kneel-in” at the white First Baptist Church in Atlanta, which resulted in the desegregation of
the Southern Baptist institution. He was also instrumental in the .desegregation of Tybee Beach in

3 Blographical Sketch of Amos C. Brown, Frederick D. Haynes, Sr. family papers, Callfomla Historical Socxety,
5 1bid,
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Georgia, where he organized a “Wade-in.” Rev. Brown was later elected as the National Chairman of
the Youth Committee, a role he performed from New York City.

In its January 15, 2015 cover story celebrating the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King and the “life-time
of advocacy of Dr. Amos C. Brown,” the Sun-Reporter notes the shared experience of the two leaders:

[Reverend Brown] learned first-hand from Dr. King the importance of nonviolence in the
struggle for civil and human rights. Dr. Brown was one of a handful of students in the only
course that Dr. King tanght at Morehouse titled, “The Philosophy of Nonviolerice.”s

Brown married Jane E. Smith, a student and fellow civil rights activist at Spelman College in Atlanta
whom he met while enrolled at Morehouse College. % Smith stood beside Brown at the “Kneel-in” at
First Baptist and later graduated from North Central College with a master’s dégree in business. In
1976, the couple relocated to San Francisco where Rev. Brown became the. pastor of Third Baptist
Church. Smith later established her own real estate business in San Francisco.so that blacks would
have egital opportunities to acquire housing. The Browns have three children.

Remembermg Dr. Martm Luther King Jr. And
Saluting HlS Protege Dr Amos C. Brown

Left: On January 15,
2015, the Sun Reporter
pubhshed a  special
edition  ‘papér. that
celebrated the lifetime
work and achievements
of Dr, Martin Luther King
Jr. and his protégé, Dr.

. Amos C. Brown
{Courtesy Third Baptist
Church)

56 Ashley-Ward, Amelia, “Remembering Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr; And Salufing His Protégé Dr. Amos C. Brown," Sun Reporfer, January
15, 2015,

% David P, Cline, Oral Interview with Amos C. Brown, March, 2, 2013,

57 The Brownis' three children are David Brown, Kizzie Brown-Duah, and Amas C. Brown, Jr. David Brown Is an actor in Los Angeles and
founder of his own Film Festival “Indla Night.* He has done much to help aspiring actors, film producers and writers get their start in the
motion picture profession. The Brown's daughter, Kizzie Brown-Duah, is a social worker and community developer in New York. She
shares with her husband, lﬁngs!ey Duah, a successful real estate and tailing business called; “The Privélege Group.” The eldest son,
Amos C. Brown, Jr., is a manger in the Parks division of the Genesls automobile dealership in Los Angeles County.
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Community Programs at Third Baptist Church Expanded

In the last 40 decadés since Rev. Brown was called to minister at Third Baptist Church, the
congregation has enacted a variety of new social and educational initiatives in response to commumity
needs. Initiativés range from youth and educational programs, refugee support services, and senior
citizen outieach, to civic én‘gagement, voter registration, and the dévélopment of affordable housing.
The strong emphasis on youth development promoted under Rev. Haynes’ tenure deepened under
Rev. Brown's leadership. As recounted in a biographical sketch of Dr. Brown:

Upon assuming the. pastorate of Third Baptist Church in June of 1976, he immediately led the
congregation to assess the social and spiritual needs of the community. A blue ribbon
committee spent -considerable time studying the needs of fhe church and community. One
finding was that the edricational needs were great among Blacks in San Francisco.'On the
heels of this study, there was a crying need for someone to be an advocate for Black educators
who were experiencing unjust employment practices. It 'was Pastor Brown who led the first
successful boycott of the schools, calling attention to the plight of Black studenis and
professionals., .From this successful effort, the church was inspired to establish a summer
school program for students K-12. Currently there are 248 students enrolled in the program.

Educational programs begun
during the tenure of Reverend
Brown include the Freedom

Summer-School, established in
1978; the “Back on Track” K=12

mentoring and  afterschool
program, a  collaboration
between Third Baptist and

Témple Em_anu—El
Congregation; the “Student of
Promise: Closing the

Achievement Gap Initiative,”
another ‘collaboraﬁon:be'tweén
the church and Temple
the educational outcomes for
blacks, Latinos, and Asian
Pacific Islanders; and the
Charles A. Tindley Academy of
Music, aimed -at keeping
gospel musical traditions alive.
Many of these programs’ take

Above: Rev. Ainos C. Brown addresses congregation &t Third Baptist Church
(Courtesy Third Baptist Church)

place in the ground floor of the youth center and fellowship hall or in the gymnasium. The
gymnasium also continues to provide a space for young members of the congregation and the
sirrounding neighborhood to engage in physical activity, and serves as a venué for orie-on-one
physical and merital health services and counseling, In addition, Third Baptist Church has continued

58 Biographical Skeich of Amos C. Brown, Frederick D, Haynes Sr. family papers, Califomia Historical Society
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to offer ifts hallmark college scholarships to youth
membeis of its congregation. As a longtime chair of the
church’s s_cholaijship committee, Mrs. Jane E. Brown
has raised over $100,000 towards college scholarships.®

Brown’s legacy of community outreach also includes
aid to African refugees of war and an effort to develop
transcontinental ties between the US. and Africa.
Brown learned the importance of being what he refers
to as a “world citizen” during a trip to Africa in 1964
fhrough a program called Operations Crossroads
Africa. Amidst the humanitarian crisis spurred by wars
in Ethiopia and Eiitrea in the 1970s, Third Baptist
sponsored over 2,500 ,réfugees.and opened the African
Refugee Resource Center (first housed in the basement -
of the youth center and fellowship building) to help
resettle thousands of refugees in need of housing. The
first refugees to arrive stayed at the home of Rev.
Brown and his wife, Jane E: Brown, who turned their
living room into temporary housing for refugees until
the church was able to lease a large Victorian flat at
1341—1342 McA]hster to serve as a more permanent

property is shh Q.“.’I}e‘.i by Thu;d Baphst Chuxch and :

continues to function in the same capacity. In the 1990s, ~ Above: Reverend Amos C. Brown in front of
L e . S . Third  Baptist Church, circa 1970s (Courtesy

Brown was one of the founding organizers of an Third Baptist Church)

African-African American Summiit held in Cote d'Tvoire,

Abidjan, Ivory Coast in Africa. Through the summit,

organizers sought 'td ”build relationships across the

terms of development in areas of education, economic
empowerment, and community development.”6

A Leading Voice iﬁjSim Francisco

Third Baptist Church-during the Rev. Brown era has continued to serve as an important political voice
for African Americans in San Francisco. Reflecting on the role that Third Baptist Church has played in
the community,’ First’ Lady Jane E. Brown, stated: “Third Baptist has always been a leader. So I expect
it will continue. Xf there’s somethmg in the community that needs fo be done, usually Third Baptist
takes the lead.”ét

% Third Bapist Church website, Thirdbaptist.orgftbc-yesterday, accessed May 11, 2017.
8 David P. Cline, Oral interview with Amos C. Brown, March, 2, 2013. ' '
&1 Third Bapist Church, “Third Baptist Church of San Francisco: 160" Anniversary Documentary,” 2012,
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Through its socially progressive practices and
policies, Third Baptist Church has femained
at the forefront of social issues in San @
Francisco, For example, Rev. Brown ordained
the first female preacher-and deacon and has |
encouraged women fo assume leadership
positions within the church, a decision that
was not met without coni:roversy In response
to Dr. Brown's action, the California State
Baptist Convention expelled Third Baptist
Church from the convenfion, although the
church was eventually reinstated. Third
Baptist has also offered onsite HIV and AIDS
testing, and in 2008 opposed Prop 8, created
by opponents of gay marriage.®? Trustee
Ministry Chairman of Third Baptist Church,

. T Thael = ; Above: Rev. Amos C. Brown with San Francisco Mayor
Prgst(.m_ J: I'umer, d(‘esc:nb,es the church as. Edwin (ee behind the pulpit of Third Baptist Church
having “a social conscience.”é {Courtesy Third Baptist Church)

Third Bapiist Church has a long tradition of hosting key figures in progressive politics and black arts
and culture. The church has frequently served as the venue of choice for politicians wishing to address
African American audiences and conistituents in northern California: Jesse Jackson made Third Baptist
one of his first stops during his 1984 U.S. presidential campaign and in 2002 President William Clinton
attended the church’s 150th anniversary celebration in honor of Dr. Brown, his longtime ftiend and
early supporter. One of the church’s landmark everits was a cultural program entitled, “50 Years of
Choral Music from 3+ Baptist Church,” which celebrated the longstanding choral traditions that had
become a fixture of the church ¢

As a reputable community leader, Rev. Browri has been invited to sit on several boards and
commissions such as the National Baptist Convention on Civil Rights, the San Francisco chapter of the
NAACP (wHere he served as president), and the Board of Directors 6f the NAACP, Tn 1982, Brown
was appomted by then-Mayor Diane Féinstein to serve on the Community College Governing Board,
and was elected for a second term in 1984, Iri 1996 Brown became the second. African American to
hold a seat with the San Francisco Board of Supervisors when he was appointed by former Mayor
Willie Brown; he was elected to carry out a second term in 1998.6

As related ini a 2015 article published by the Sun-Reporier entitled, “Dr. Brown’s Activism Praised By
Colleagues In the Struggle For Civil and Human Rights”:

Dr. Amos C. Biown’s leadership as Pastor of San Francisco’s historic Third Baptist Church, as
a local and national leader in the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) and his activism in the struggle for civil and human rights for all Americans

621 alie Fulbright and Matthai Kuruvala, *Prop 8 rivals seek support in black churches,” SF Gafe, October 22, 2008.

& Qral communications with Preston J, Tumer, Trustee Ministry Chairman of Third Baptist Church, March 29, 2017.

8 Clarence Johnson, “The New S.F. Supervisors/To Amos Brown, This Job is Fulfilment of Destiny,” SF Gae, May 28, 1996; Leah
Garchik, “Clinton to help celebrate,” SF Gafe, June 19, 2002; Davxd P. Cline, Oral Interview with Amos C. Brown, March, 2, 2013

8 David P. Cline, Oral Interview with Amos C. Brown, March, 2, 2013 :
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has gained him the respect and admiration of his peers, includirig many of the nation’s
prominent leaders of all races and faiths.

Wotds used to descnbe Brown include “prophetic,” “brilliant” and “the gold standard of
leadershlp

Longhme Civil Rights leader- and Rainbow Push Coalition President, the Rev. Jesse Jackson,
who was one of Dr. Martin Luther King’s lieutenants, said of Dr. Brown, “He stood with
MLX; at his feet as a stident i in the only class Dr. King ever taught. Rev. Brown kept high the
banner of justice and equahty, waving high in the air. I consider him a personal friend and
mentor.”

Brown has served as a member and conhnued his comnuiment to the NAACP durmg hls
years as a Morehouse college stitdent;..We are proud to have him as a member of our board
of directors, which he serves so effectively.”.

For the Rev. Al Sharpton President, National Action Network and host of MS-NBC’s “Politics
Nation,” “Amos C: Brown petsonifies Black activism, the Black church and Black tradition, in
an unparalleled and unique Aw_ay. For one man to serve so strong, for so long, puts himin a
category by himself.”¢

The current president of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors and District 5 representative, London
Breed, has been a lifelong member of Third Baptist Church. In a documentary video celebrating the

" church’s 150% Anniversaty, Breed — who was then the executive director of the African American Art
& Cultiire Complex — reflected on the significance of Third Baptist Church:

Third Baptist for me is a partner, It's about bringing community together. It’sabout teaching
us about our history to make sure we never forget how important it is for us to maintain our
spiritual center and at the same time using our history and understanding what our
community is really about and taking the opporttnity to be engaged politically in order to
make things better for our cotmuunity.s?

Under the leadersIup of Dr. Amos C. Brown, Third Baptist Church continues to fulfill a critical role in

_promoting black community sélf-determination and advocating on issues that matter to San
Francisco’s African Arerican population. Having come of age in the South during the Civil Rights
era, Amos Brown actively participated. in desegregation activities like Freedom Summer, studied
under Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in the only college course King ever taught, and proved himself as
an influential young leader of the NAACP during his high school and college years. Dr. Brown's
ministerial calling brought him to Third Baptist Church in 1976 where he expanded upon the activist
underpinnings of previous ministers, including Rev. Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr.

% Gail Berkley, “Dr. Brown's Activism Praised By Colleagues In The Struggle For Civil and Human Rights,” Sun-Reporter, January 15,
2015.
& Third Baptist Church, *Third Baptist Church of Sart Francisco: 160t Anmversary Documentary,” 2012,
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

The history of Third Baptist Church, formerly the First Colored Baptist Church of San Francisco, is
documented in two existing preservation planning documents: the State of California’s Application for
Registration of Historical Landmark for the church’s original location at 1642-44 Grant Avenue (formerly
Dupont Street) in San Francisco, and the Draft African American Historic Context Stafement. Addmonal
information about the history of the church and its role in the civil rights movement is documented in
Black San Francisco: The Struggle for Racial Equality in the West, 1900-1954 by Albert S. Broussard, as well
as church arc‘ruves and source documents mdudmg sevezal anmversary books pubhshed by the

L1bra;y, and in local newspapers. A blbhography for further information about the hlstory of Third
Baptist Church is included at the end of this document.

8/24/2017

763

43



ARTICLE 10 REQUIREMENTS SECTION 1004(B)

Boundaries of the Landmark Site
Encompassing all of and limited to Lot 013 in Assessor’s Block 0778.

Character Defining Features

_des1gnahon, the Historic Pr,.servahon Commission is requn'ed to 1dent1fy character—defuung ,features
of the property. This is done to enable ownets ‘and the public to understand which elements are
considéred most important to preserve the historical and architectural character of the proposed
landmark. Character-defining features include all primary exterior elevations, form, massing,
structure, architechural ornament and materials identified as:

»  Existing siting of the church complex, mdudmg the church building, its attached courtyard
entryway with platform, raised ‘staircase, and curvilinear entablature at the corner of
McAllister and Pierce Streets; a bell tower connected to the church building by the curvilinear
entablature at the top of the staircase; and the youth center and fellowship building located in
the southeast portion of the property towards the rear of the site

Church Building
Extetior
s One-story (dcuble height) with mezzanine, rectangular building plan

* Hipped roof

Bell Tower
o Detached rectangular bell tower 4
Scored border and three raised vertical bands on the east and west elevations of the bell tower
Scored square pattern, indented from each side on the north elevation of bell tower
* Vertical wood ribbon windows with divided lites on north elevation of bell tower
Decorative square voids toward the top of the bell tower on all sides
Cross omament at top of bell tower

s @ o o o

Courtyard at north elevation

e Brick staircase at the corner of Pierce and McAllister Streets with integrated red brick planters

e Courtyard featuring a concrete platforin that leads to the main entrance of the sanctuary

e ' Columns and curvilinear entablature above courtyard at front of entrance, sited at the corner
of McAllister and Pierce Streets

» Decorative terracotta-tile shaped as a star and inlaid into the concrete platform at the top of
staircase at Pierce and McAllister Streets '

» An octagonal baptismal font clad in Roman brick veneer, located at the center of the concrete
platform at the main entrance '
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North elevation

Primary facade facing McAllister Street
Terracotta terrazzo at front entrance

Recessed primary entrance to sanctuary, characterized by three pairs of metal frame glass
doors

Ornamental incised squares surrounding entrance of sanctuary

Omaments! raised vertical bands extending from first story to roof and sui'rounding windows
on north elevation

Double hung wood windows with horizontal muntins, filled with yellow glass on north
elevation )

Inset wood-frame cross-shaped window with yellow glass on primary fagade

East elevation

Vertical wood ribbon windows with divided lites on east elevation
Double hung wood .windows with horizontal muntins, filled with yellow glass on east
elevation

Raised vertical band offiamentation extendirig from first story to roof 6n east elevation

West elevation

Wood vertical ribbon windows with divided lites on west elevation

Interior

Lobby

Existing volume of sanctuary space

Pews

Stained wood wainscoting

Mezzanine

Wooden trusses with shaped brackets

Brass hanging lamps

Raised and recessed wooden pulpit, altar and choir loft, with 18 recessed omamental squares
on ceiling above, two identical decorative organ pipe systems flankmg either side of an
interior baptismal, and space for drums and a church organ

Youth Center and Fellowship Building
Extmor

Two-story with mezzanine, rectangular building plan

Flat roofline

Inset north facade ] '

Multi-lite, wood sash, vertical ribbon window with textured yellow glass at north fagade
Multi-lite, wood sash windows with textured yellow glass at first floor of north facade
Canopy

Interior

8/24/2017

Presence of assembly and educational space at the first floor

Gymmasium on second, double-height floor with simple trusses, skylights, and hardwood
floor '
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EXHIBIT A: SIGNIFICANCE DIAGRAMS

The following diagrams illustrate the location of interior character-defining features of the Third Baptist Church
Cbmplex, as described above. Characte;—dgﬁ_nin_g featu;es are labeled below and shaded or hatched in green.
Hatches demarcate interior spaces where volume is a character-defining feature.

Church Building

| .
m:k Ipi}, alar, cho
St P

mezanine s =2 1
\L '.td‘-ff' &5

’.\»\gbg \amps

Youth Center and Fellowship Building — First Floor

The significance diagram below illustrates character-defining features of the interior, including the presence of an
assembly space and classrooms/office space.
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Youth Center and Fellowship Building — Second Floor
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EXHIBIT B: LOCATION OF THIRD BAPTIST CHURCH COMPLEX (AERIAL)

The aerial photo below shows the location of the Third Baptist Church Complex, outlined inred.
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EXHIBIT C: BUILDING PHOTOS
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CHURCH EXTERIOR

U 2 i MR AR Lt B E e
Bell tower, stairway entrance and courtyard, and primary (north) elevation of the main church building
{(constriicted 1952). View southeast.

" North elevations of bell towet and mairi‘chiirch building. View south.
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S SRENTH o & : 5 =7 Eaii
East elevation of church building, vertical wood ribbon
glass, and south eleva_tion of bell tower. View northwest.
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MRS

ptoperty. View west.

Upper portion of bell tower illustrating
voids, and cross ornament. View west.
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West fagade of main church building, View east.
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West elevation of bell tower and top porﬁonjof,curvilin&ar entablature near top of stairs at front
entrance. View southeast.
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ar entablature at thé church

Brick éféifcase, courtyard,mtegrated ré Li)ck planters, colugﬁ\s and curviline:
entrance, sited at the cornérof McAllister and Pierce Streets. View southeast. -
- s TR »M.,. = "?"‘—Li‘.'fii‘l e E

1 P e RO

e 4

Brick staircase, courtyarci, columns and curvilinear entablature at church entrance. View southwest.
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View south.
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Octagonal baptismal font clad in Roman brick and terracotta stat irilaid in concrete platform in the
dourtyard directly in front of the entrance to the church building. View northwest.

Octagonal baptismal font at front emjranée of church, view south.

o
0
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View southeast from courtyard
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CHURCH INTERIOR
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Vertical wood sash ribbon windows with divided lites and yellow glass, east inferior wall.

61
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View sotith.

jew south taken from mezzanirie. Curtin is lifted, revealing baptisral,
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Choir loftin foround, baptismal in rear. View south.
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pit and choir loft. View southeas
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Mezzanine. View northw
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 EXTERIOR

HIP BUILDING
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North elevation youth center and fellowship b
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View south.
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Vertical wood ribbon windows with textured i
5 yellow glass on north elevation of youth center ‘
and fellowship building, view south. ‘

Multi-lite, wood sash
windows with textiured
yellow glass at first ﬂoor;
near northwest corner of
north  facade,  view
southwest.




YOUTH CENTER AND FELLOWSHIP BUILDING INTERIOR: SECOND FLOOR -

Gymxiasiu‘m interior at second floor, view south.
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LLOWSHIP BUILDING INTERIOR: FIRST FLOOR
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'EXHIBIT D: SELECT NEWSPAPER ARTICLES
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MY SErv A

Religion

. Negre Boptists Migrale
Frepericx Douatass Haynes, pastor

of the largest Ncgm copgregation in

northéri California, was orphaned when
he was four, and began 1o batde on his
own for z Jiving 8t the age of 1en. Now

-~ ull, slightly greying, and serious, he
Jooks through rimless ocisgona! spec-
tacles at & World ‘where he has 4 place
of honor. He works in 2 Jitered book-
fined study where a silver crucifix
catches his eye when he Jooks up from
his desk. Behind him is 8 Hne-drawing
of his benign, resolute head, with a
perpendicular flick of neatly chpped
moustache. On the wall 1o his xight is
a framed centificate pronouncing that
he hax samed the degree of Destor of
Divinity. Hos‘plmls, pnvau: homss, and
public platforms in the city know this
well-froonied, slmost dapper figere who
moves from appointment to appoint-
ment with uphurried precision; but the
date he keeps most gladly is on Sundays
when he faces a flock which has grown
remarkably since twenty years ago when
he came to the Third Baptist Church as
# Youpg-man.

Dedication. Last forinight Dr. Haynes
presided over a series of dedication serv-
Wwre it o brand new edifice o <bp par
ner of Pierce and McAWister strzets in
San Francisco, His congregation of
3,700 members has raised $225,000 for
this building, with its patio, and a 10wer

. l/é\?l/ f/f:t'i'x,i{ ﬁf(zs,:&nk»(' - Mz/ﬁi”ﬁkf{ é ?"(Q?l’.lf .((’

- Freperick DoucLass Havnes:
he moves fram appointment 1> nppoint-
ment with unhurried prec, Jon.

another §275, 100,

He was invited by unanfmous vote to
the pastorate of historie Third Biptist
Chtirchin 1932, when' an avcr-lge con-
gregation of 150 hipped In p
ar the .comer of Clay and Hyde. Most

nf she mcmbcm were then unémploved,

and often the'Sunday offering did not
exceed thirty collars, There werz times
when there was no money for the min-
ister's salary. Undaunted, the lihe,
prenchsr, now with six years of

crowned by a cross. A t's plans
inclade educational and sdmimstrative
plamts for which they have yat to raisc

pastoral expeuence in Fresno, pitched
in and faced the world's harsh jangled

- THE NEW Tump BAPTIST CHURCH,
if was o great day when they sai.g their last ke
in ¢ phalanx 16 the new.

Page 22

California Historical Society

Article published in Fortnight, January 19, 1953

Courtesy California Historical
B1/F3/Printed Material ~
papers)
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Do ool reproduce
withoot peraission fron
ths Cafl{amia Nistorical Ssgict

of $30 Franciscn

1.usic, as be had once bafi-e s tie
brink of his tesns. He put hem ime
his pccplc and peovitalized the chusck.
The depression was followed by World
War Il which cmptied Nisei dwellings
und increased the Ncgm population of
SF from 4,500 to ovér 50,000, Dr.
Haynés seized his opportubitics, so that
Tast year his old church bulged at the

! wams, ‘Many stood throughout the
services, and every Sundey some peo-
ple had to be turned away.

Vidory Parade, It was a grest mo-
“nent for the sisters and brothers of
~Third Baptist" whea, fresh from cefe-
brating their centenary, they sang their
inst praises in the old church, and
warched in a phn.mx to the new. Each
of thiein wore & ‘Whitt curd bearing their
nasme snd the sum they were subscrib-

»ing for ‘the occusion. - The cutting of
the xibbon whick formelly opensd the
doors of the new sanctusry was per-
formaed by Deborah Johnson, the young-
est member of the church, under the
eye of Lea Robinson, chairman of the
-Building “Commission. Letters of con-
gratulation came from the White House,
fiom ‘Governer Earl Warren, and from
fhe chirch feaders; wnd Mayor Elmer
Rabinson.spoke at a meeting at which
e plmnrm mcindea Juage 1wan jve-
chefson .of the Superior Cowrt of Sr,
and Cecil Pgole, Negre Deputy Dis-
trict Attorney for SF County.

Dr. Haynes, reflecsing upon the cen-
:cnary and the preat step which has
been taken, Tikes 1o tell an anecdots
about a Professor- of Princeton Uni-
versity - who taught oaring for thiry
_years, On his relirement he was asked
in an interview what he got from teach-
ing men how to pull a boat going for-
ward and looking back, for thirty vears.
He replied: *I would rather be in the
company of ten mea who are looking
back and going forward, than of ten
thousand men who are Jooking forward
#nd going back.” The members of
“Third Baptist, with their fresh tiled
tank in which, according to the scrip-
tural precedent of Chirist’s immersion 1
the river Jordan, they will baplize be
lievers, . are prond of their past. The
amortality of California Baptist churche:
in the peld rush days was over 50%.
“The nine persons wha first met in the
home of Eliza Davis formed the nucle-
us of a sturdy cell of righteousnzss in
world brazenly going to the devil.
Third Bapusts find much to shake thrir
‘heads about in the world today, and
-are wanting to proserve the pusity of

Iritr-reried— faith so that then successors who lovk

back from 2053 w1 find them worthy,

ForTNasny, January 19, 1953



. 5 hayihg:
onvention’s vice

Artitle published in the Sun Reporter, Courtesy California Historical Society
{MS3355A: B1/F1 Frederick D. Haynes Sr. family papers)
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CCCCAA  SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE, Fridsy, March 5, 1965PAGE 27 -

-

+

,--——-m

What S )omg ThlS Week’

" Amopg acnvmes

Mrs. King Recaption
The public is invited to

. . Sunday afterooon
at the Thind Baptist
MnAmstar

Church, 139
street.

Mond:‘{éﬁmk
COSPEASOT churel,
the Natiopal Cotncll of Ne-
gro Women and Bay Area
Women for Paace.
Reservations may be
made with Joyes McEl
vane, HEmlock 18282,
maEMVAlmdxs-
%75, or the chwrch, FIi-

A docation of §8 will be
asked

San Francisco Chronicle, March 5, 1965
Courtesy Third Baptist Church
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‘Segregation
Dead, Says
‘Negro Pastor

The Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr., who led the Negro
bus boycott in Montgomery,
Ala., two years ago, de-
¢lared here yesterday that.
“segregation Is dead as a
doornau "

“The only thing I'm uncer-
iain about is the day of its

" burial,” he said.

He attributed the death of
gegregation fo the Supreme
‘Court decision outlawing it in
public schools, and to world
opinion and the “power of |
’God » |

The young minister said he
had assumed his duties in|
Montgomery with a deep con-
cern. for “social justice and
gocial problems.

“It wasn't enough for me
to just preach on Sunday|
without trying to correct the|
mal CODd.lUQnS that Oﬁ.eﬂ A San Francisco Chronicle aticle
make people bad,” he said. | publiched Tebrusry 24, 1968

The ’R'ev' Ml' Ig‘ng a'd' Sl?;:xg:cgenad r\xg;ttlna?_ﬁthaecr‘d&?:;
dressed a standingoom-only| gt s e
7008 persons yesterday morme|
ing in the Third Baptist
Church, 1399 VicAlllster
street,
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- : vvi;"gmngi}, the: Re
s S. F. Negro — Havnes,: pastor o
Raptist - Chyneh,

Thg]mﬁ‘i"n. Burbﬂdﬁe‘

Ra"y TOdéy .dent of the Jogal ¢

% will Unite:
in a discip-
weful nh-

The - ergriag
front of u‘s

Ll g
besth . 1he Im;‘a!

“observance and of San Fran-

VESCQ participatiot  in the

Washirglon march, said tife

ity Hall program vxou!d
hour and w

ved by a-piient marc
o the Federa) mummg

e Rev

wi{i" read St natl
dest bnam.g “Jobs and Free.

" Lews Fresmar of redso
~siatien RI:[A wl be master,
of cereriomes Spukers Wi’
inefude Wiham  Bee

‘he Jewik [abur Com
n frelyree pvcseden*‘ -
Cvhnlie {pterracial

DONT BE %!A@U'E
.-.ASK FOR.

y (MS3355A: B1/F3/Printed

Sotirce unknown Courtesy California Historical Societ
- Material - Fredeﬁck D. Haynes Sr. family papers)
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tredenick Douclas Jhayors,
a patlvr of ¥rpinta, Me wa
Crphsned a tre age ol 40 He
wemt 1o Los Anceles lllrr
graduating trom hieh whot

: and workes hia way mm:h
Blolx tstitle, & Daplnl Bl
ble colicge Wete, Jor fust
Suars, Do vas lcensed asx
pruscher. at the age ol 17, ..
ghereupon be orpanizad the
M=t pindor chirch o the

took over the putpil ol ths
end Thptisd Church in
tesno, - Tl eame W San
Francisco lour years haler,
serving ae paslor of Thind 51,569 In-l\u!l)y. cunm\y
Faptlst Church hure until there are more fln g
s doelh, Wodnesday, Feb, members and the budget gx.
24, When he came Lo Third creds 150,000, Hev, Hlayres - I
Dagtisl thero were only 20 - ‘nerved a3’ president of the o Ih Dallas,

- With mamher: of hu‘pngr:gaunn M
and Dzacon L.H, Fatric

When lhe National Ba plist Cm\ven io!

Rev. Havnes was host 1o over 25 000 tiaptists § imm ;
country. He greets NBC's presid - H'.Iackmn an Wl
son as pas\ur TR vaoxl luoks of :

A tribute to Rev. Haynes published in the Sup Reporter,
March 6, 1971

Courtesy California Historical Society (MS3355A: B1/F7
Frederick D. Haynes Sr. family papers)
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A GreatLadyPasses

As it must to all mertals, death came to Charlie M 2 Haynes, W ednssday, May 28. For -
the third time in nine years, Historlc Third Baptist Church held a memorial servica for and o
buried a2 member of the Haynes family. For well-nigh fifty years the ‘F.D. Haynes famlly -
served Third Baptist parishioners, as well as the wider San Francisco community, and -~ .
made a significant contribution to the Baptist conventions of the natlen. = R
In 1945, Ms. Haynes the iats Dr. F.D. Haynes, Sr., and for 26 years she served with .
distinction as the first lady of tha Third Baptist Church, where she endeared herself to the
entire fellowship. On Sunday, February 10, 1980, a memorable day occurred at Third ‘

Baptist Church, when Charlie Hayres’ “'Day of Rosas’ was presentad. This celsbration .
of the honores’s life of parsenal dedlication and community service had the appropriate ... )
theme: *‘A Graclous Lady--A Humble Servant.”” . T

€

Ms. Haynes was (e first Black woman te be elecied to pibiic offics in San Frandisto.  §
when in 1972 she was elected to the San Francisco Unilled School Board. In her wake two
Black women have hean slacted to office: Elia Hill Hutch and D oris Ward, mem bats 0‘,;‘.‘.9

pact |

m.the 4th and 7th Supervisoral Distri

ified, Christian saivice' m
hically, Sister Haynas ha

a,

Sun Reporter, June 5, 1980 A
Courtesy California Historical Society (MS3355A: B1/F5
Frederick D. Haynes Sr. family papers)
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APPENDIX: CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL LANDMARK FORM FOR THE ORIGINAL
SITE OF THE THIRD BAPTIST CHURCH (FORMERLY THE FIRST COLORED
BAPTIST CHURCH)
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Wﬁd FIsT

NANEAﬂPTFTNAT STTE. QF. THE_THIRD BAPTIST CHURCH (FORMERLY THE
FIRST COLORED BAPTIST CHURCH)
COUNTY , SAN_FRANGISCO COUNTY

STATE. HISTORICAL RESOURCES COMMISSION:

DERSO FATA

MRS, PAULA BOGHOSTAN

MRS. PATRICIA COLOGNE

_DR._PATRICIA C. MARTZ .

MRS, HELEN SKIRPKIN

FEBRUARY 5, 1993 ,
DATE OF STATE HISTORICAL RESGCURCES COMMISSION ACTION

DIRECTOR, I

CALIFORNIA REGISTERED HISTORICAL LANDMARK
NUMBER . 101 0 ]
DATE _____ FEBRUARY 16, 1993

Revised
January 1986

o

D

(4]
|




H

¢ o Siate of California — The Resources Agency
DEPART“EHT OF PAHKS AND RECREA“GN

APPLICATION F_QB_ EI _ Q_EﬂlﬁTQRlQALLANDMARK
£ ‘Name of Proposed Landmark Orlglnal s;Lte . ~of the Thll‘d Baptist Church

(fo;rmerly the First Colored Baptlst Church) + of San E‘ranclsco.A

Lacation 1642 44 Grant Avenue (fcrmnrly Dupont Street) between Fllbert

and Greenwn.ch. Streets, San F_r.an_.c:Lsco, T

County Clty and County of San Franc1sco

+

* Name and Address of Landowrier upon Whose Property Landmadc is Pfoposed Diana Doo _and

Dava.d Wong, 1642«44 Grant AVenue, San Franc:_sco, Callfernla, 94133.

Name and Address of Applicant Thlrd Baptlst Church Phone No.(415) 346 4426

1399 McAlllster St., San Franc:.sco, Ca. 94115 _Bus. PhoneNo(‘”S) 346 4126

1s this landmark of statewkde significanice a§ described in the Statement of Policy?__¥es_
Explain {use extra sheet f necessary): ; ‘

Thlrd Baptist Church, San Francisco, california, founded in 1852, was

. the first Baptist Church established by African Americans, West of

f’MXuthe Rocky Mountains. This is confzrmed by extensive research of the
history of Baptist churches founded or established by African
Americans in states West of the Rogky Mountains. The research
included surveys, 1ntervzews, letters, archives of churches and
church organizations, use of city, state, federal, public and private
libraries in Sacramento, Los Angeles, Oakland, and San Francisco, and
records of historical and cultural sqc;etxes.

The coming of the :Baptist Religion to America and its movement as it
spread across the .country preceding its arrival in the area West of
the Rocky Hountains are chionicled in the Encyclopedia of American
Religions, Third Edition. "Some Baptists came to America from
England, some emerged from the established British churches in the
colonies. The earliest Baptist churches were founded by Roger
Williams and John Clarks in Rhode Island. First Church im
Providence, founded b williams, dates to 1539, and Clarke'’s Newport
Congregation to 164! )

See attached Chatrts I & II (Continued on attached page)

{s bibliography complete? (To enable verification of statements and claims made herein.) _Yes

Se_e at-tachments .

Is permission of property owner for registration attached?__ ¥€S

s approval of property owner to place a plaque gﬁéchedf _Yes

. 1s proof of reasonable protection for requested Jandmark attached?____Yes

Are photographs, prints, or drawings. (fwo vigWs) attached?___¥es

DR 26 {Rev.4/81)
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(continyed from page 1) - {/f§

"Baptist missions ameng the slaves, date to the beginning of Baptist
history, and the efforts made among the black members of Rogers
Williams’ Providence Church. But in the 17007s as Baptists moved into
the South, siaves grew to be a large percentage of the membership. The .
First Black Baptist Church was formed at Silver Bluff, South Carolina,
between 1773 and 1775. Within a few years, a second church was formed
at W1111amsburg, virginia, at the invitation of the white Baptists, A
third church was formed in Savannah in 1779. PFrom these three, others
sprang up across the -Sputh.".

"Northern blacks, established Baptist churches after the. turn of the
century. -The Jay Street Church of Boston was founded in 1804, with New
York (1808) and Philadelphia (1809). The Abyssinian Baptist Church in
New York would later be pastored by Congressman Adam Clayton PFowell.”

"As the reaction of slave owners. to slave revolts cut into the freedom
of slaves to .spread their religlon, and as many slaves fled north and
west, Baptist churches spread in the Midwest." Later in the 1800°s,
the Baptist rel;glon noved also into the area West of the Rocky
Mountalns, .

During the perxod beginning in 1852, tecords show that many Baptist
churches were organxzed by African Americans. The first church West of
the Rocky Mountains, ‘founded in 1852, was the First Colored Baptist
Church of San Francisco, later to be renamed Third Baptist Church.

We have listed a few California cities and other states in which
Baptist churches were established. In Charts I and II, are listed the
founding dates of the first Baptist churches in cities of california
and other states for the sake of comparison. It is noteworthy, that
San Francisco led the £i£ld during the Gold Rush days, with the
establishment in 1852, of thé First Colored Baptist Church, later
renamed Third Baptist Church.

i 07 e




»

City

San Francisco.

Stockton

Marysville
Sacramento

Los Angeles

£ \n Diego
S

éédlahds'
Riverside
Qakland
Bakersfield
San Jose

Pasadena

Chart I

Founding Datés pér Historical Data of California

African American Baptist Churches

Church Name

First Colored Baptist (Third)
-Second Baptist

Mt. Olivet

Siloam (Shiloch)

First Baptist (Second Baptist)

followed Los Angeles

followed Los Angelés )

followed Los Angeles
Beth Eden
Second Baptist
Antioch

Friendship

808

Year Founded

1852
1857

1857

1857
1885

1890
1892
1893
1893



Chart II

Founding Dates per Historical Data of African American -
Baptist Churches West of the Rocky Mountains

State City - Chucch Name ¥ear Founded

california San Francisco Third Baptist 1852
Nevada Virginia City  First Baptist 1863 5

Wyoming Cheyenne Second Baptist late 1870's or early 1880's

Montana No Black Baptist Churches before 1852 1880
: (Catholic Religion) ‘

Utah salt Lake City Calvary 1890
Washington Seattle Mt.. Zion 1909 {*ﬁB

Idaho Pocatello First Colored Baptist 1908
Boise St. Paul Missionary 1909

Oregon fcrtlanﬁ Mt. Oliver 1890

New Mexico Albuquergue Mt. QOlive 1903

‘L0, Arizona Tucson - Mt. Calvary 1900
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BRIEF HISTORY AND QE§QRIET IQN (Corresponding to one or more items under |, 1i, or il of the Statement of.
mey) ;

i Third Baptist Church, the first African American Baptist Church West of
the Rocky Mountains, was founded in August 1952, by a group of devout
5 whristians: Abraham Brown, Thomas Bundy, Thomas Davenport, Millie Denton,
 denry fields, George Lewis, and Fielding Spots, in the home of William
-and Eliza Davis with Reverend J. W. Capen modérating the organizational
meeting. The official recognition of the First Colored Baptist Church

was granted on October 11, 1852. In 1855 the name was changed to Third
. Baptist Chuirch. The church incorporated in 1906.

The first church building was located on the east side of Dupont Street
(renamed Grant. Avenue) between Greenwich and Filbert Streets. Later it
was relocated to the corner of Bush and Powell Streets. Following the
destruction of that building by the fire which accompanied the 1906
earthquake, a new edifice was erected on Nob Hill at Hyde znd Clay Sts.
In.1952, the sanctuary, the first phase of a massive building plan, was.
built at 1399 McAllister Street. The Youth Center and offlce bu11d1ng
was completed 1n 1957.~
Reverend Charles Satchell was the first regular pastor and the first
African Americin pastor. He had been commissioned by the Home Mission
Board of the Américan Baptist Convention to establish churches in the
Midwest during the early 1850's.. Other pastors serv1ng,the church durlng-
the first elght decades were: Thomas Howell, Arnold Medberry, John = -
Francis, J. B. Knight, O. C. Wheeler, John R. Young, George Duncan, J. H.
Kelly, J. M. Riddle, Allen ‘Newman, J. A. Dennis, Elbert Moore, and James
D. Wilson. The membership fluctuated between 13 and 243. It should be .
noted that the Rey. Elbért Moore (1924~ 27) recognizing. the vital 1mport-
{’*\ance of educatlon, establlshed a scholarshlp fund.
un October 1 1932 ‘Rev. Frederlck Douglas Haynes, Sr., assumed the leader-
ship of 150 parlshloners as pastor of Third Baptist Church. During his
pastorate of nearly 40 years, (1932-1971), he rebuilt the church, reorgan-
ized the internal functioning, developed a sound financial program, and
, 1ncreased the membership to 3000.

He was the first African American to rum for ‘the San Francisco Board of
Supervisors = an election in which he was narrowly défeated. In addition -
in the political, social action, and economic arenas hé appointed a Civic
and Social Action Committee to study the issues and adv1se the membership’
and other 1nterested parties how to vote in the community's best interests;
and organized the Third Baptist Credit Union which later .merged with the
American Baptist Credlt Union.

On October 21, 1952, one’ “hundred years after the foundlng of the church,
Rev. Haynes, Sr., led the. congregatlon from the Hyde and Clay Streets
site to the edifice at 1399 McAllister Street. ,

The Frederick Douglas Haynes Gardens, a low income housing complex, was
begun in order to accommodate the influx of people, many of whom were
African Americans.

After the death of Rev. Haynes,‘S:., in 1971, Rev. James Spencer, Assist-
ant Pastor, was chosen as interim pastor February 1971. Plans for the
Frederick Douglas Haynes Gardens were continued. Five months later the
church mprtgage was burned.

- (continued)
DPR 26 ‘ 2

810



SRIEF HISTORY AND QES_CR_"“M (Corresponding to one or more items under 1, II, or m of 1he Statement of
Palicy.)
. THIRD BAPTIST CHURCH (continued)

b

On June 25, 1972, the Rev. Frederick Douglas Haynes, Jr. chosen to suc~- {"\
ceed his father, assumed his pastoral duties. During his pastorate (1972
197 5), the Frederlck Douglas Haynes Gardens Housing complex was completed,
a prison ministry was 1mp1emented and the now famous Cathedral Choir was
organized and began presenting concerts in other cities and states.

After the sudden death on September 3, 1975, of Rev. Haynes Jr., Rev.
Johnnie Robinson; a former gchurch ass;stant pastor, was appointed to

serve as interim pastor. He continued the ministry of his predecessor in !
a commendable manner. '

The current pastor Rev. Amos C: Brown, began his pastorate on September
19, 1976. A dynamic leader, his commitment to the spiritoal,educational,
aud civic aspects of the church program is reflected in his civil rights
act1v1t1es, development of an in-house skills network, a rellglous educa-
tion program; and an educational support system. A six-week summer school
session taught by credentialed teachers enabling students at all grade
levels to earn academic credit in the San Francisco School System, has
been in operation for a decade. The Young Adult Program and the Scholar-
ship Program have been expanded. ‘Church membership has increased.

Third Baptist Church was among the flrst sponsors of Ethiopian refugees,
and an Ethiopian: Refugee Center and ‘houging and training program is in
its fifth year of operation, The church Wwas recently cited by the United

Nations High Commissioner for outstanding leadership in serving the needs
of refugees from Africa.

The church was & prime mover of a new development and expansion program - €/j>
development of the West Bay Communlty Services Center, a central place for
organizations which are involved in community services, on Fillmore Street in
the Western Addition Redevelopment Area. This center provides additional
sorely needed facilities. Office space, banguet halls, meeting rooms, etc.,
rented below market value are made available. The West Bay Community Services
Center held an Open House on July 12, 1992.

In summary, Third Baptist Church has distinguished itself as a bastion

of strength for African Americans and newcomers to California sincé the

Gold Rush. For 140 years it hasmade outstanding contributions to the

religious, social, political and physical well-being of the community,

city, state and pation. It has had a profound influence on the history -
of California through its uninterrupted service offering spiritual guid-
ance to seekers on many levels of human need and understanding.

The church for many years has served as a training ground for ministers
called to serve as pastors in California and other states; implemented

a prison ministry in San Francisco and Vacaville;’ prov1ded low cost ‘
housing, scholarships and summer school seéssions; sponsored food for the
hungry, voter educatiom and reglstratlon programs, as well as a Senior
Citizen program and aid and training for African refugees.

In addition to the services stated, Third Baptist Church hasprovided.
meeting facilities for local, Bay Area, state, regional and national
civic and religious organlzatlons, jincluding the California State

Senior Legislature when the chairman of Third Baptist Senior Center was
a member of that body. Third Baptist Church was also wvery instrumental
in determining policy with the San Francisco Community College Board,. as

Rev. Amos C. Brown was$ elected to its board by the electorate of San
Francisco.
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5_!3_E_E{ ISTORY AND DESCRIPTION (Correspondmg t6 one or more items under i, 1, or 1} of the Statement of
PMWy)

THIRD BAPTIST CHURCH (continued) .

v
£ 3 : 2 ' : .
’ ) ' o oo - : ' . N A

For the above mentioned reasons, we believe that we "have met the require-
ments of a landmark of statewide significance and the validity of our
beginning statement: Third Baptlst Church, San Francisco, Caafornn.a,

founded in 1852, is the first Baptist Church established by Afrlcan
Americans, West of the Rocky Mountains.

DPR 26 . 2
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lev dath Hearing Q/ N
b Third Baptist Church 6f San Francisco, Inc.

1399 McAllister Street - San Francisco, CA 94115
4153464426 - 415346, 4259 fax - www.thirdbaptist.org
Dr. Amos C. Brown, Pastor

August 14, 2017

Desiree Smith

San Francisco Planning Department
1670 Mission Street #400

San Francisco, CA 94103

Dear Ms. Smith,

This is confirmation that the Third Baptist Chu'rch'ofSah Fran‘ciSco Ieadership has approved that the properties
Historical Archltectural and Aesthetlc Landmarks of the San Franmsco Planmng Code It is our understanding
that this is a follow-up to the unanimous H;storical, Preservation Resplutlon‘83's approval onJuly 19,2017. We
are fully aware of the stipulations for landmark designation, this includes all of the plans and structural layout
for the properties that were constructed consecutively in 1952 arid 1956, with the schematic drawing and
plans for the future educational building on the parking lot. :

We look forward to a successful final approval before the Landmark Commission and the Board of Supervisors
following the August 16, 2017 hearing.

Sincerely, ;
(L. B

Dr Amos C. Brown,
Pasdo

Alpifanso Campbell,
Chair of the Deacon’s Ministry

!fa/\s/gyn J. Turn

Chair of the Trustee Ministry
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53 Manor Drive o
San Francisco, CA 94127-2733
July 13, 2017

San Francisco Planning Commission
1650 Mission Street, Suite 400
San Francisco, CA 94103-2479

Subject: Third Baptist Church — Landmark Designation Program
Dear Members of the Planining Commission: -

I am writing in support of the ‘measure of ldentafy.ng Third Baptist Church as a Historical
Landmark via Article 10 Landmark DeS|gnat|on under the Landmark Des1gnatlon Program as |
ami‘inable to atfend the hearing on July 19™.

Like many other African-American familigs, my parents came to California in the mid-thirties as
a part of 'the mass movement from the south. Shortly after their arrival here, they united with

McAlhster Street a facmty, as ! und,ers,ta\nd it, was constructed m whole or in part by members of
the congregation. | was born later than year.

Over the years, our family was a very active part of the life of Third Baptist participating in the
choirs, usher boards, Sunday School Baptist Training Union, children and youth activities,
sports teams, etc. Because of various life changes, my siblings as adults moved on to other
congregations, However, my mother and father continued their membership with the church
until their respective deaths in 1988 and 1998. My husband, youngest son, and | remain as
members to this day, and still participate in various facets-of the church.

In writing this letter, | think of the many senior members (most now deceased) that | became

acquainted with. Many of them came from the Hyde and Clay location and always had stories to
share.

Another one of the treasured memories | have growing up in “Third” are the friendships | made
and the lessons | was taught both spiritually as well as those that have aided me in my current
profession and socially. Altfiough we all now live in various cities, | remain in contact with a

number of childhood friends and acquaintances because the village in which we participated
created a bond for us,

“Third” has always been that “cross on the hill”, recognizable to all who have come in contact

with it. In its going on 83-year existence at its current location, the church has provided much to
its membership and surrounding community, as well as throughout the nation and the world.

819




820



San Francisco Planning Commission
Page Two

‘Over the years, we have been exposed to personalities such as Marian Anderson, Martin Luther
King, Jr., Paul Robeson, and Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., just to name a few. In more recent
years, individuals such as Jesse Jackson, Al Sharpton, Willie Mays, and Cassie Russell have
passed through our doors.

Education has been an 1mportant part of church fife exposing youth to various institutions of
higher learning, supporting the academic goais of many young people. My siblings and | were
all recipients of the educational funds provided to young people. My- youngest son was recently
the recipient of a private scholarship as a result of his'involvement in the church and has
applications submitted for two others.

As you can seg, many people have benefltted by the opportumhes made available by Third
Baptist and for this reason, | believe coming generations should kriow the contributions that the
church has made by having it designated as a historical landmark.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Beverly A. Boone
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ANTHONY G. WAGNER

563 Nineteenth Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94121-3118
anthonygwagnersr@gmail.com

July 19, 2017

Andrew Wolfram, Commission President

San Francisco HIStOI’IC Preservation (‘ommlssmn
1650 Mission Street, Suite 400

San Francisco, CA 94103

RE: New Third Baptist:Church Landmark Designation
Dear President Wolfram:

| regret that 1 am unable to physically appear at today’s hearing. | chair the Sutter
Health Bay Area Board of Directors, and -our Board’s regular 12 noon meeting is being
held today at our Emeryville. headquarters. If is for that reason | am submitting this
letter of support to grant landmark ‘status to the Third Baptist Church of San Francisco.

Commlttee Sunday School teacher, and recently, Chalr of Pastor and Mrs Brown'’s
fortieth year annlversary celebratlons

‘Area,; never treatlng the lssues of soc1ety as separate from the mission of the church,
particularly when members of the church were directly affected by systems of -evil,
Whether our first Pastor of Africar descent, the Reverend Charles Satchell, the second
longest serving Pastor, the Reverend Doctor Frederick Haynes, Sr., or our current
Pastor, the Reverend Doctor Amos Brown, it has always been in the DNA of the
leadership of Third Baptist Church to address the societal ills of our community whlle
providing spiritual succor to the faithful.

Personally, 1 think this designation is long overdue, particularly when a relatively
recently created newcomer; i.e., the Alamo Square District, was designated as a historic
district. | strongly support thIS des'gnatlon for Third Baptist and would hope it could be
granted before September 8th whenh we conclude. our fortieth pastoral anniversary
celebration in a program featuring former President William Clinton as our speaker.
Thank you for any forthcoming support.

Sincerely,
Anthony G. Wagner
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Testimony in support of Article 10 designation of 1399 McAllister Street July.19, 2017

John William Templeton

Author of *African-Americans in the West” Oxford Encyclopedia of African-American History
Panelist, Pacific Coast Branch, American Historical Association, Aug. 2017

Subject Matter Expert, San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park, Presidio, Alcatraz
Creator, Califorriia African-American Freedom Trail

Member, Cultural DlverSIty Committee, State Historical Resources Commission

Editor, Our Roots Run Deep: the Black Experience in California, Vols. 1-4

. Author, Come to the Water: Sharing the Rich Black Experience in San Francisco
Prestdent Jackson Ward Project Area Committee, Richmond, VA 1982-87

Conservator Clarence Gatson and 'Wesley Johnson Photo Collections

History advisor, Amniru Songhoy (Paramount Chiéf), Bamako, Mali : : ‘
Sesqu1centennra| speaker Rev Thomas Starr Klng, First Unitarian Umversahst Church

Hls_tory

1399 McAllister Street is a site of national significance because of its association with what the
Natlonal Park Service calls the most important social movement of the 19th’ century——the
abolition of siavery. Itis the current sanctuary of Third Baptist Church, founded in 1852.
Accordingly, it should have been recognized in the 1970s when the formal historic desngnatron
process began, when referenced in the Five Views study or certainly in 1995 when the ongmaJ .
sanctuary of Third Bapttst Church became a state reglstered landmark

Bethel A M.E. o Flrst AM.E. Zion, all founded in 1852. African-American church properttes
associated with the 19th century are typically awarded National Historic Site status, and sites
associated with prominent pastors of the 20th century are as well.

Predommately whlte churches in San Francisco of the 19th century were landmarked decades
ago.

Itwould be.a mistake to accept this designation without exploring why it has taken so long to
oceur, of why thls alone is lnadequate to the task of adequately interpreting the black chufcéh in
Profound mlsmterpretatlon of Amencan hlstory has led to such catastrophes as the Dylan Roof
massacre in Ebenezer A.M.E. Church. In recent years, San Francisco police and nelghbors
have made calls to the current site of Third Baptist Church fo complain about noise at what
should be considered .a hallowed national shrine.

As a historjan and as a person of faith, | would be remiss to be smug about the lowest level of
historic designation.

This week, | am leading a 25th anniversary tribute af the African Burial Ground National
Memorial in lower Manhattan with additional events at Hamilton Grange and Grant's Tomb.
The proper context for appreciating Third Baptist Church is a global and national one because it
is deeply connected with the main threads of the black experience.

Seventy-five percent of capfives in the Middle Passage came from the highly-advanced
Songhoy Empire, which covered an area twice the size of the United States, and most of the
rest from the Kingdom of the Kongo, another nation-state.

They brought with them generations of burial and religious practices. From the inception of
Western Hemisphere slavery to the American Revolution, they had to bury their dead in
secrecy. Those burial services were conducted through retention of African tradition practices.
Although every thing else was taken away from them, they insisted on burying their dead. The
first organizations were burial societies. -
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When Anglican theol'ograns made the tortured conclusxon in the 1 8th century that Africans
African and European worship practices.

Significantly, all of the early hlack churches prior to 1830 had African or Abyssinian in their
names, a rhetorical nod to their spiritual source. The result was the creation of churches which
fulfilled the purposes of defi ining humanity for Africans as the institution where they maintained
control

Third Baptist Church’s founders had been part of that movement for decades before arriving in
San Francisco. Dr. Amos C. Brown Jr., the current senior pastor, is expert in the journeys of
Rev Charles Satchell, who is comparable to the New Testament Paul as an evangelist of the
faith.

Through himand the founders, who intentionally travelled by ship for months to reach San
Francisco, was carried a special mandate.

As early as 1830, Blshop Rlchard Allen identified- Caln‘ornla then led by. the fi rst of several
beglnnmg in 1816 were foclUsed on where free Afrlcans could go to escape not only slavery bt
significant proscriptions where slavery was no longer legal.

The movement to California was net just one of escape, but a significant strategic-move which
accelerated the end of bondage.

James Brown and George Washington Dennis, among those founders, worked closely with
Mifflin-Wistar Gibbs and Peter Lester in the creatlon of the Franchise League in 1851 and with
Mary Ellen Pleasant.

Atfter the first Underground Railroad rescue in Callfornla in San Jcse_m 1850, the three churches
quuckly organized along with Presbyterian and Eplscopal congregatlons ‘which have not survived
165 years, to put the longevity in context.

They operated in an environment dominated by Southern sympathizers after the Gold Rush who
passed the right of testimony, franchise and possessory act limiting courts, voting and property -
ownership to white men. _ . o

Yet-they understood that keeping the 31st state in a nation equally balanced before 1850 with
slave and free states from joining the slave ranks was important to the overall abolition.struggle.
They were armed for battle through the teachings of African Free Schools, started by
Revolutionary heroes such as Alexander Hamilton in New York and Benjamm Frankiin in
Philadelphia. The Northwest Territories, which had banned slavery, were fertile ground for the
church-building activities of Satchell, who was pastoring churches in Kentucky and Oth in the
1830s.

Where black and white church goers had to connect in secrecy on the East Coast, they could
collaborate in the open'in San Francisco, with a number of prominent white Cdlifornians
showing up in the programs of the three churches.

In the case of Third Baptist, its first sanctuary was purchased from Howard Presbytetian Church
and the church joined the San Francisco Baptist Association, reporting in 1857 that its “main
purpose was the elimination of American Chattel Slavery.

Third Baptist helps eliminate the misconception that Africans were passive bystanders in their
own liberation. Instead, its history underscores the remarkable sense of purpose and clarity .
amonyg three million who were restricted from communication or political activity.

Therefore, they had to compensate through the quality of their oratory and writing. The three
churches are notable because of their ability to convince powerful whltes of the justice of their
cause.

The young people of those churches were educated in local versions of African Free Schools
and were expected to play two instruments and to speak two languages in the 1850s.
Symphonic concerts and drama were frequent programs.
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When Pleasant and Dennis funded the legal case for Archy Lee, they employed Edward
Crocker and Edward Baker, a former law partner of Abraham meoln Dennis’ son was closely
associated with Mark Hopkins, who became one of the Big Four railfoad tycoons, who were all
abolitionists,

Rev, Thomas Starr King gave sermons at Third Baptist, Bethel A.M. E. and First A.M.E. Zion
after arnvmg in the 1860s to help parishioner Leland ‘Stanford become the first pro-Union
governor in 1862.

Pleasant also took a substantial sum to Chatham, ON for the organizing convention of what
John Brown and Harriet Tubman wanted to be an armed rebellion of the enslaved, a step which
Rev. Henry Highland Garnet had called for 1843 in Buffalo.

The result of that convention, Johri Brown's raid on Harper's Ferry, was the precipitating event
for the Civil War.

Like Pleasant and Dennis chartering a ship to intercépt Archy Lee on his way back to
MlSSlSSlppl the black population of San Francisco took dems;ve steps to end a practice that was
250 years oid

The building itself is emblematic of that valiant struggle because of the association with the
leader of the battle, U.S. Grant, who not only vanquished Robert E, Lee, the captor of John
Brown, but did it with 225,000 U.S. Colored Troops.

As Presudent Grant also defeated the Ku Kiux Klan and gained passage of the 15th
Amendment, protecting the right to vote for African-Arnericans.

Grant, Brown and Lincoln are beloved figures in African-American communities. Blacks i in San
Francisco supported the move of John Brown's wxdow and daughter to the Bay Areato
eventually reside in Saratoga.

Grass roots fundraising drives in black communities supported the Lincoln Memorial and Grant's
Tomb, the largest mauscleum in North Améerica. This was their way of pushing back the
rev'smn'st history that sought to make the treasonous South appear noble during the most
deadly Civil War in history-

John Brown caused a handful of deaths and was executed for seizing & smgle federal building.
Lee broke his oath as a U.S. Army officer, refused to command Union forces and caused two
‘million deaths but faced no punishment. ‘

Likewise, the Goodall mansion at McAllister and Plerce was revered in the local black
community because Grant had stayed there. When Third Baptist purchased the building in the
1940s, members took it apart by hand and used the Jumber in the construction of the new-
facility, retaining some furnishings.

Since then, W.E.B. DuBois, Paul Rabeson and Dr. John Hope Franklin have graced its stage.
Martin Luther King Jr. lived nearby on-Scott Street as a teenager during summer visits before
attending Morehouse College, and specifically relied on Ray Taliaferro, the music minister of
Third Baptist, as his musical director for any program in San Francisco.

Yet, a plaque on the building does not do Third Baptist Church justice, Marcus Books,
Ingleside Presbyterian Church and Sam Jordan's have gotten the city designation as a result of
my research and each reports dissatisfaction with the results or lack thereof.

Third Baptist, Bethel and First A.M.E. Zion aren't just 165 years old, but collectively they lit the
fuse on the concluding act of the end of slavery. They should be honored in the same fashion
as the National Park Service site at Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta or the African Buial
Ground, as places of national reverence, not anachronisms in the way of gentrification.

When the Alamo Square Historic District was created, Third Baptist was not even acknowledged
then, although it is in the district and the oldest institution in the area. Hundreds of thousands
come to see a set of houses popularized in a television series of the 1980s, but there is nothing
to direct them to a church which helped keep this nation together.
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Unless thase throngs get to know the importance of Third Baptist, centrally located next to one
of the city's most visited tourist locations, this designation will be an expression of white_
privilege to cover up the fact that it has been ighored for so long.

Rev. Saichell's grandson, Rev. Charles Satchell Morris, would become a celebrated minister of
Abyssinian Baptist Church in New York City, as blacks began moving into Harlem soon after the
building of Grant's Tomb.

In the absence of the knowledge of the pioneers of San Francisco, uninformed people call the
area “the Harlem of the West.” Yet the direction of influence was from San Francisco back
East. ~

Bert Williams, whose house is two blocks from 1399 McAllister, would become one of the first
blacks to move into Harlem after joining the Ziegfeld Follies.

Yet, at Abyssinian, hundreds of visitors wait for a few opportunities to worship, because the
historical resources are much more fully appreciated.

Adequate recognition must include the proper support for the vast documentation created by
five organizations which were founded in 1865 and a black press which extends back to 1854 in
San Francisco. ‘ :
To complete this study without using the archives of the San Francisco African-American
Historical and Cultural Society, buried by the city for the past four years under the Civic Center,
or using the photos of the Clarence Gatson Collection, the church photographer for 30 years, or
the Wesley Johnson Family Collection, a family which began attending the church in 1915,
means the whole story is not being told.

If we only recognize one building, we still omit the oldest black church building in the state, the
1908 sanctuary of Third Baptist Church and the earlier site in Union Square as well as the sites
of Bethel A.M.E. and First A.M.E. Zion, which are important markers for the migration of African-
Americans across the city.

An apology is in order for the omission of this designation has been a continuing insult to the
African-American population of the city and all people of goodwill. Every reason for historic
significance has been known for a century and a half.
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Leaders of Third Baptist Church viewing plans
for the new church building at McAllister and
Pierce Streets, circa 1952. Rev. Haynes is
pictured at bottom left (Photo credit: Third Baptist
Church)

Members of Third Baptist Church with Rev. W.E.B. Du Bois, founder of the National Association
Frederick D. Haynes, Sr. during dedication ~~ for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
of the new church site, circa 1952. (Photo addresses the members of Third Baptist Church in
credit: Third Baptist Church) 1958 (Photo Credit: African American Historical and

Cultural Society)
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Bell Tower and Church Building
Construction date: 1952
Architect: William Gunnison

Youth and Classroom Building
Construction date; 1956
Arxchitect: Alfred W. Johnson
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Bell Tower Details
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City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco 94102-4689
Tel. No. 554-5184
Fax No. 554-5163
TDD/TTY No. 554-5227

BOARD of SUPERVISORS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING |
BOARD OF SUPER‘v’ISORS OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO

LAND USE AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

NOTICE IS H'EREBY GIVEN THAT the Land Use and Transportation Committee will
hold a public hearing to consider the following proposal and said public hearing will be held
as follows, at which time all interested parties may attend and be heard:

Date: October 23, 2017
Time: 1:30 p.m.

Location: Legislative Chamber, Room 250, located at City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA

Subject: File No. 170923. Ordinance amending the Planning Code to designate
- 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), in

Assessor’s Parcel Block No. 0778, Lot No. 013, as a Landmark under
Article 10 of the Planning Code; affirming the Planning Department’s
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and
making public necessity, convenience and welfare findings under
Planning Code, Section 302, and findings of consistency with the
‘General Plan, and the eight priority policies of Planning Code, Section
101.1.

In accordance with Administrative Code, Section 67.7-1, persons who are unable to
attend the hearing on this matter may submit written comments to the City prior to the time
the hearing begins. These comments will be made part of the official public record in this
matter, and shall be brought to the attention of the members of the Committee. Written
comments should be addressed to Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board, City Hall, 1 Dr. Carlton
B. Goodlett Place, Room 244, San Francisco, CA 94102. Information relating to this matter is
~available in the Offlce of the Clerk of the Board. Agenda information relating to this matter
will be available for public review on Friday, October 20, 2017.

\
%c-d—da
Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board

DATED/MAILED/POSTED: October 13, 2017.
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August 21, 2017 it
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Ms. Angela Calvillo, Clerk
Honorable Supervisor London Breed
Board of Supervisors

'City and County of San Francisco

City Hall, Room 244

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Transmittal of Planning Department Case Number 2017-004024DES:
1399 McAllister Street Landmark Designation (Third Baptist Church Complex)
BOS File No: (pending) '

Historic Preservation Commission Recommendation: Approval

Dear Ms. Calvillo and Supervisor Bree

On August 16, 2017 the San Francisco Historic Preservation Commission (hereinafter "HPC”)
conducted a duly noticed public hearing at a regularly scheduled meeting to consider a

recommendation for landmark designation of 1399 McAllister Street, known historically as the
Third Baptist Church Complex, to the Board of Supervisors. At the hearing, the HPC voted to

approve a resolution to recommend landmark designation pursuant to Article 10 of the Planning
Code.

The proposed amendments have been determined to be categorically exempt from env1ronrnental
review under the California Environmental Quality Act Section 15060(c)(2).

Supetrvisor Breed, if you would like to take sponsorship of the proposed Ordinance please contact

the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors at your earliest convenience.
Please find attached documents relating to the HPC's action. A signed redline version of the

ordinance along with two copies will be delivered to the Clerk’s office separately. If you have any
questions or require further information please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Aaron D. Starr
Manager of Legislative Affairs

www .sfplanning.org
41
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1650 Mission St.
Suite 400
San Francisco,

CA 94103-2479

Reception:

415.558.6378 -

Fax;
415,558.6409

Planning
Information;

415.558.6377



Transmital Materials

cc: Erica Major, Office of the Clerk of the Board
Victoria Wong, City Attorney’s Office
Kayleigh Lloyd, Aide to Supervisor Breed

Attachments (one copy of the following):

Draft Article 10 Landmark Designation Ordinance
Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 893
Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 883
Planning Department Memo dated August 16, 2017
Planning Department Case Report dated July 19, 2017
Article 10 Landmark Designation Report

Letter from Third Baptist Church authorizing landmark designation

Letters of Support

SAN FRANCISCO
PLANNING DEPARTMENT
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CASE NO. 2017-004024DES

" Landmark Designation Ordinance

ey
t



