
File No. 170923 Committee Item No. 6 _ ____:~=------ ---=-------
Bo a rd Item No. Ci ____ ..;__ __ _ 

COMMITTEE/BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
AGENDA PACKET CONTENTS LIST 

Committee: Land Use and Transportation Committee Date October 23, 201.7 

Board of Supervisors Meeting 
Cmte Board 

Date I.JoueM~fl?. .14 .2f>l'f 

D D 
D D. 

~ .~· 

D. D 
D D. 
D D 
D D· 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
OTHER 

~ i] 
I i 
.~ ~ 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 

Motion 
Resolution 
Ordinance 
Legislative Digest 
Budget and Legislative Analyst Report 
Youth Commission Report 
Introduction Form 
Department/Agency Cover Letter and/or Report 
MOU· 
Grant Information Form 
Grant Budget · 
Subcontract Budget 
Contract/Agreement 
Form 126- Ethics Commission 
Award Letter 
Application 
Public Correspondence 

(Use back side if additional space is needed) 

HPC Res No. 893 081617 
HPC Res No. 883 071917 
PLN Landmark Des Case Rpt 071917 
DRAFT Landmark Des Rpt 

. PLN Ur 082117 
Hearing Notice 102317 

Completed by:._---=E=r..:.::ic=a-=-=M..:.::a.:.,..:jo:..:...r _____ Date October 19, 2017 
Completed by: · Erica Major Date October- 2'1. '1-01'7 

699 

. I 



~ 

1 

2 -.~ 
"· 3 

4 
-· 

~ ·~ 
~ ( 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

. 14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

FILE NO. 170923 ORDINANC : :.JO. 

· [Planning Code - Landmark Designation of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church 
Complex)] 

); 

Ordinance amending the Planning Code to designate 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third 
- . 

' 
Baptist Church Complex), in Assessor's Parcel Block No. 0778, Lot No. 013, as a 

Landmark under Article 1 O of the Planning Code; affirming the Planning Department's 

determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and making public 

necessity, convenience and welfare findings under Planning Code, Section 302, and 

findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of 

Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified. text are in plain Arial font. 
Additions to Codes are in single-underline italics Times New Roman font. 
Deletions to Codes are in strikethrough italics Times }few Roman font. 
Board amendment additions are in double-underlined Arial font. 
Board amendment deletions are in strikethrough Arial font. 
Asterisks (* * * *) indicate the omission of unchanged Code 
subsections or parts of tables . 

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco: 

Section 1. Findings. 

(a) CEQA and Land Use Findings. 

(1) The Planning Department has determined that the proposed Planning Code 

· amendment is subject to a.Categorical Exemption from the California Environmental Quality 

Act (California Public Resources Code section 21000 et seq., "CEQA") pursuant to Section 

15308 of the Guidelines for Implementation of the sta~ute for actions by regulatory agencies 

for protection of the environment (in this case, landmark designation). Said determination is· 

on file with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors in File No. 170923 and is incorporated herein 

by reference. 

Supervisor Breed 
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1 (2) Pursuant to Planning Code Section 302, the Board of Supervisors finds·that 

2 the proposed landmark designation of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church 

3 Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor's Block 0778, will serve the public necessity, convenience and 

4 welfare for thereasons set forth in Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 893, 

5 recommending approval of th~ proposed designation; which is incorporated herein by 

6 · · reference. 

7 (3) The_ Board finds that the proposed landmark designation of 1399 McAllister 

8 Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor's Block 0778 is consistent 

9 with the San Francisco General Plan and with Planning Code Section 101.1 (b) for the reasons 

10 set forth in Historic Preservation Commission· Resolution No. 883, recommending approval of 

11 the proposed designation, which is incorporated herein by reference. 

12 (b) General Findings. 

13 (1) Pursuant to Section4.135 of the Charter of the City and County of San 

14 - Francisco, the Hist~xic Preservation Commission has authority "to recommend approval, 

15 disapproval, or modification of landmark designations and historic district designations under 

16 the Planning Code to the Board of Supervisors." 

17 (2) On August 17, 2016, the Historic Preservation Commission added 1399 

18 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor's Block 0778, to 

19 the Landmark Designation Work Program. 

20 (3) The Designation report was prepared and reviewed by Planning Departmiant 

21 Preservation staff. All preparers meet the Secretary of the Interior's Professional Qualification I 
22 Standards and the report was reviewed for accuracy and conformance with the purposes and 

23 standards of Article 10. 

24 

25 
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(4) The Historic Preservation Commission, at its regular meeting of July 19, 

2017, reviewed Department staff's analysis of 1399 McAllister Street's historical significance 

per Article 10 as part of the Landmark Designation Case Report dated July 11, 2017. 

(5) On July 19, 2017, the Historic.Preservation Commission passed Resolution 

No. 883, initiating designation of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), 

Lot O 13, in Assessor's Block 0778, as a San Francisco Landmark pursuant to Section 1004.1 

of the San Francisco Planning Code. Such motion is on file with the Clerk of.the Board in File 

No. 170923 and incorporated herein by reference. 

(6) On after holding a public hearing on the proposed designation and having 

considered the specialized analyses prepared by Planning Department staff and the 

Landmark Designation Case Report, the Historic Preservation Commission recommended 

approval of the proposed landmark designation of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third B·aptist 

Church Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor's Block 0778, in Resolution No. 893 . Such resolution 

is on file with the Clerk of the Board in File No. 170923. I 
(7) The Board of Supervisors hereby finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third 

Baptist Church Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor's Block 0778, has a special character and 

special historical, architectural, and aesth~tic interest and value, and that its designation as a 

Landmark will further the purposes of and conform to the standards set forth in Article 1 O of 

the San Francisco Planning Code. 

Section 2. Designation. 

Pursuant to Section 1004 of the Planning Code, 1399 McAllister Street (aka Thir~ 

Baptist Church Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor's Block 0778, is hereby designated as a San 

Francisco Landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code. 

.I Supervisor Breed 
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Section 3. Required Data. 

(a) The description, location, and boundary of the Landmark site consists of the City 

parcel located .at 1399 McAllister Street, Lot 013, in Assessor's Block 0778, in San 

Francisco's Western Addition neighborhood. 

(b) The characteristics of the Landmark that justify its designation are described and 

shown in the Landmark Designation Case Report and other supporting materials contained in 

Planning Department Case Docket No. 2017-004024DES: In brief, 1399 McAllister Street 

(aka Third Baptist Church Complex), Lot 013, in Assessor's Block 0778, is eligible for local 

designation under National Register of Historic Places Criteria A (as it is associated with 

events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patters of our history), B (as it is 

associated with the lives of persons significant in our past), and C (as it embodies distinctive 

characteristics of a type, period., or method of construction). Specifically, designation of the 

Third Baptist Church Complex, the first African American congregation formed west of the 

Rocky Mountains, is proper given its crucial role in the social, economic, and political 

advancement of African Americans in San Francisco. As a flagship church within San· 

Francisco's African American community, designation is further warranted due to its 

association with the nationally-recognized religious, community, and civil rights leader, 

Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr. Designation of 1399 McAllister Street is appropriate. 

given that it was one of the first Midcentury Modern ecclesiastical buildings constructed in the 

Western Addition during the postwar period, and represented one of the earliest to depart 

stylistically from the traditional Catholic-influenced architecture that characterized most 

Christian churches up until the mid-twentieth century. 

(c) The particular features that shall be preserved, or replaced in-kind as de~ermined 

necessary, are those generally shown in photographs and described in the Landmark 

Designation Case Report, and which are incorporated in this designation by reference as 

Supervisor Breed 
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though fully set forth. Specifically, the following features shall be preserved or replaced in 

kind: 

(1) All exterior elevations, form, massing, structure, roofline, architectural 

ornament and materials of the Church Building at 1399 McAllister Street, identified as: 

(A) One-story (double height) with ·mezzanine, rectangular building plan; 

(B) Hipped roof; 

(C) Detached rectangular bell tower, ornamented with scored borders and 

raised vertical bands, vertical wood ribbon windows with divided lites, and decorative square 

voids, capped with a cross ornament; 

(D) Brick staircase at the comer of Pierce and McAllister Streets with j 
integrated red brick planters; I 

(E) Courtyard featuring a concrete platform that leads to the main 

entrance of the sanctuary; . 

(F) Columns and curvilinear entablature above courtyard at front of 

entrance, sited· at the corner of McAllister and Pierce Streets; · . 

(G) Decorative terracotta tile shaped as a star and. inlaid into the concrete/ . . . I 

platform at the top of staircase at Pierce and McAllister Streets; 

(H) An octagonal baptismal font clad in Roman brick veneer, located at 

the center of the concrete platform at the main entrance; 

(I) Primary fagade facing McAllister Street; 

(J) Terracotta terrazzo at front entrance; 

(K) Recessed primary entrance to sanctuary, characterized by three pairs 

of metal frame glass doors; 

(L) Ornamental incised squares surrounding entrance of sanctuary;· 

Supervisor Breed 
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1 (M) Raised vertical band ornamentation extending from first story to roof 

2 and surrounding windows on north elevation; 

3 (N) Double hung wood windows with horizontal muntins filled with yellow 

4 glass on north and east elevations 

5 (0) Inset wood-frame cross-shaped window with yellow glass on primary 

6 fagade; 

7 (P) Vertical wood ribbon windows with divided lites on east and west 

8 elevations; and 

9 (2) The character-defining interior features of the Church Building are those 

10 associated with areas that have historically been accessible to the public, and are depicted in 

11 the floor plans or photos of the Landmark Designation Case Report, including: 

12 (A)Lobby 

13 (B) Existing volume of sanctuary space; 

14 (C) Pews 

15 (D) Stained wood wainscoting; 

16 (E) Mezzanine; 

.17 (F) Wooden trusses with shap,ed brackets; 

18 (G) Brass hanging lamps; and 

19 (H) Raised and recessed wooden pulpit, altar and choir loft, with 18 

20 recessed ornamental squares on ceiling above, two identical decorative organ pipe systems 

21 . flanking either side of interior baptismal, and space for drums and a church organ. 

· 22 (3) All exterior elevations, form, massing, structure, roofline, architectural 

23 ornament and materials of the Youth Center and Fellowship Building at 1399 McAllister 

24 Street, identified as: 

25 

705 
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1 · (A) Two-story (double-height second story) with mezzanine, rectangula'r 

2 building plan; 

3 (B) Flat roofline; 

4 (C) Inset north fa9ade; 

5 (0) Multi-lite, wood sash, vertical ribbon window with textured yellow 

6 glass at north fagade; 

7 (E) Multi-lite, wood sash horizontal ribbon window with textured yellow 

8 gl~ss at first floor of north fagade; and 

9 (F) Canopy. 

10 (4) The character-defining interior features of the Youth Center and Fellowship 

11 Building are those associated with areas that have historically been accessible to the public, 

12 and are depicted in the floor plans or photos in the Landmark Designation Case Report, 

13 · including: 

14 (A) Presence of assembly space with smaller rooms at first floor; and 

15 (B) Gymnasium ·on second floor with simple trusses, skylights and 

16 hardwood floor. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Section 4. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after 

enactment. Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance,. the Mayor returns the 

ordinance unsigned or does not sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it,. or the Board 

of Supervisors overrides the Mayor's veto of the ordinance. 

Ill 

/II 

Ill 

Ill 

Supervisor Breed 
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APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
DENNIS J. HE RE City Attorney 

By: 
IDE 
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FILE NO. 170923 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST 

[Planning Code - Landmark Designation of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church 
Complex)] 

Ordinance amending the Planning Code to designate 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third 
Baptist Church Complex), in Assessor's Parcel Block No. 0778, Lot No. 013, as a 
Landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code; affirming the Planning Department's 
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and making pubiic · 
necessity, convenience and welfare findings under Planning Code, Section 302, and 
findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of 
Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

Existing Law 

Under Article 10, Section 1004 of the Planning Code, the Board of Supervisors may, by 
ordinance, designate an individual structure that has special character or special historical, 
architectural or aesthetic interest or value as a City landmark. Once a structure has been 
named a landmark, any construction, alteration; removal or demolition for which a City permit 
is required necessitates a Certificate of Appropriateness from the Historic Preservation 
Commission ("HPC"). (Planning Code Section 1006; Charter of the City and County of San 
Francisco, Section 4.135.) Thus, landmark designation affords a high degree of protection to 
historic and architectural structures of merit in the City. There are currently more than 260 
individual landmarks in the City under Article 10,. in addition to other structures and districts in 

· the downtown area that are protected under Article 11. (See Appendix A to Article 10.) 

Amendments to Current Law 

This ordinance amends the Planning Code to add a new historic landmark to the list of 
individual landmarks under Article 1 O: 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church 
Complex).-

The ordinance finds that 1399 McAllister Street is eligible for designation as a City landmark 
under National Register of Historic Places Criteria Criteria A (as it is associated with events 
that have made a significant contribution to the broad patters of our history), B (as it is 
associated with the lives of persons significant in our past), and C (as it embodies distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction). Specifically, designation of the 
Third Baptist Church Complex, the first African American· congregation formed west of the 
Rocky Mountains, is proper given its crucial role in the social, economic, and political 
advancement of African Americans in San Francisco. As a flagship church within San 
Francisco's African American community, designation is further warranted due to its 
association with the nationally-recognized religious, community, .and civil rights leader, 
Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr. Designation of 1399 McAllister Street is also 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 708 Page 1 



FILE NO. 170923 

appropriate given that it was one of the first Midcentury Modern ecclesiastical buildings 
constructed in the Western Addition during the postwar ·period, and represented one of the 
earliest to depart stylistically from the traditional Catholic-influenced architecture that 
characterized most Christian churches up until the mid-twentieth century. 

As required by Section 1004, the ordinance lists the particular exterior and interior features 
that shall be preserved, or replaced in-kind as determined necessary. 

Background Information 

The landmark designation was initiated by the HPC pursuant to its authority under the Charter 
to recommend approval, disapproval, or modification of landmark designations and historic 
· district designations under the Planning Code to the Board of Supervisors. The HPC held a 
hearing to initiate the landmark designation of 1399 McAllister Street on July 19, 2017. On 

· July 19, 2017 the HPC held a public hearing on the proposed designation and considered the 
Landmark Designation Case Report prepared by Planning Department Preservation staff who 
meet the Secretary of the Interior's Professional Qualification Standards. At such hearing, the 
HPC voted to recommend approval of the designation of 1399 McAllister Street as a City 
landmark under. Article 10 of the Planning Code to the Board of Supervisors. 

n:\!and\as2017\0900449\01205786.docx 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 709 Page 2 



SAN FRANCISCO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT . . 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Resolution No. 893 

OiseNo. 
Project: 
Staff Contact: 

Reviewed By: 

HEARING DATE AUGUST 16, 2017 

2017-004024DES 
1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex) 
Desiree S~th (415) 575-9073 
desiree.smith@sfgov.org: 
Tim Frye - (415) 575-6822 
tim.frye®sfgov.org: 

1650 Mission st. 
Suite 400 
San Francisco, 
CA 94103-2479 

Reception: 
415.558.6378 

Fax: 
415.558.6409 

Planning 
Information: 
415.558.6377 

RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ARTICLE 10 
LANDMA,RI:{ DESJGNATION FOR 1399 MCALLISTER STREET (AKA THIRD BAPTIST 
CHURCH COMPLEX), ASSESSOR'S BLOCK 0778, LOT 013, As ARTICLE 10 LANDMARK. 

1. WHEREAS, the ~toric Preservation Commission, at its regular meeting of August 17, 2016, 
added .1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 
013, to its Landmark Designation Work Prog:i:am; and 

2. WHEREAS, Planning Deparbnent Preservation staff meeting the Secretary of the Interior's 
Professional Qualification Standards prepared· the Landmark .Designation Report for 1399 
McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, I.qt Oi3, which was 
reviewed by Tim Frye for accuracy and conformance with the purp·oses · and st.a:ndards of Article 
10; and 

3. WHEREAS, the .Historic Preservation Commission, at its regular meeting of July 19, 2017, 
reviewed Deparbnent staff's analysis of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church 
Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 013, historical significance per Article :10 as part of the 
Landmark Designation Case Report dated July 19, 2017 and initiated landmark designation 
through Resolution 883; and 

4. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Co~ssion finds that the 1399 McAllister Str~t. (~ Third 
Baptist Church Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 013 nomination is in the foi:m prescribed by 
the HPC ~d contains supporting historic, architectural, and/or cultural documentation; and 

. ' . . ... 

5. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third 

Baptist Church Compiex), Assessor's Block q778, Lot 013 coveys its historical significance as an 
important institution in the soci~ economic, and political advancement of African Americans in 
San Francisco; and 

6. WHEREAS; the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third 
Baptist Church Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 013, conveys its historiral significance for 

wwvv.sfplanning.org 
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Resolution No. 893 
August 16, 2017 

Cr,1se No; 2017-004()240ES 
1399 McAllister Street 

its association with San Francisco civil rights leader, Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr.; 
and 

7. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third 
Baptist Church Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 013 coveys its architectural significance as 
one of the first Midcentury Modem ecclesiastical buildings· constructed in the Western Addition 
during the postwar period, and represented one of the earliest to depart' stylistically from the 
traditional Catholic-influenced architecture that characterized most Christian churches up until 
the :mid~twentieth century; and 

8. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third 
Baptist Clmrch Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 013 meets the eligibility requirements per 
· Section 1004 of the Planning Code and warrants consideration for Article 10 landmark 
designation; and 

9. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that the boundaries and the list of 
exterior and interior character-defining features, as identified in the LandmatJ.< Designation 
Report, should be considered for preservation under the proposed landmark designa:tion as 

they relate to the buildip.g' s historical significance and retain historical integrity; and 

10. WHE~EAS, the proposed designation is consistent with the General Pl~ Priority policies 
pursuant to Planning Code. section 101.1 and furthers Priority Policy No. 7, which states that 
historic buildip.gs be preserved, for reasons set forth in the July 19, 2017 Case Report; and 

11.. WHEREAS, the Depliftment has determined that landmark designation is exempt from 
environmental review, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15308 (dass Eight- Categorical); 
ai;,.d . 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commissi9n hereby recommends to the 
Board of $upervisors approval of the landmark designation of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist 
Chq:rch Co~plex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 013 as a Land~rk pursuant to Article 10 of the Planning 
Code. 

certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Historic Preservation Coinmission at its 
gust 16, 2017. 

Jonas · . Ioni1 
Conµnis!lipn, Secretary 

AfiS: 

:N.AXS: 
Hyland, Johnck, Johns, Matsud?,, Pearlman, Wolfrain 

Non~ 

ABSENT: Hasz 

ADOJ>'TED: August 16, 2017 

SAN FRANCISCO 
PLANNINµ DEPAITTMENT 
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S.AN FRANCISCO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Re.sol.ution No. 883 

Cri.seNq. 
Project: 
Re:. 

Staff Contact: 

Reviey,ed By: 

HEARING DATE JULY 19, 2017 

2017-004024DES 
1399 McAlli,ster Street (aka Third Baptist Church (;'.rn;nplex) 
I;rriti,ation of Article 10 LanQI)lark Designation 
Desiree Smith (415) 575-9073 
desiree.smith@sfgov.org 
Tim F:rye - (ilP) 575-6822 
tim.ft:ye®sfgov.org 

1650 Mission St 
sulte4DD ... 
San Francisco, 
cA 94103-2479 

Receplion:_ 
41.!1;558.6378 

fax: 
415.558.ij4Q~ 

Planning· 
lnfonnation: . 
415.558.~17 

RESOLUTION TO INITIATE .ARTICLE 10 LANDMARK DESIGNATION fOR, 139~ 
I\IICAJJ.J$TER $TREET {AKA THIRD BAPTIST CHURCH COMPLEX), AS$E.S~Qff$ B"h:ocK 
0778, LqT 01~. A$ AR:flCLJ; 1 O LANDMARK. 

:1. w;H:EREA.$, th~ ffiaj:9pc Preservation Commission, at its regular meeting of A.ugust i7, 201ti, · 

added 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist ~urch Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 
· 013,'to its L;md_in;trk Designation Work "Program; and 

2. 'WI-IBRE.AS, Piannµlg DepartQ.i~t Preservation staff, who meet the Secretary of the Interior's 
P;r_?fr#isiPnal . Qtt~lification Standards, prepared the Landmark Designation Rep~rj: for 1399 
McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church <;:omplex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 013! whi-ch was 
revie-vved for accuracy and confortil.ance with the purposes and standards of Article lCJ.; and 

3.- WHEREAS, the Historic Pr~servation Commission, at its regular meeting of July "19, 2017_, 
reviewed Department staffs analysis of 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church 
Complex), A$(lessor's Bloqcc 0778, Lot 013, historical significance per Article 10 as part.bf th~ 
Lancimar~ Designation Case Report date~ July 19, 2017; and . . 

4. WHEREAS, the Histori~ Preservation Commission finds that the 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third 
Baptist Church Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 013 nomination is in the form pre~cirih~d. by 
theHPC and.contains supporting historic, architectural, an~/or cultural documentation; ajid 

5. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that ;1.399 McAllister Street (aka Third 
Baptist Church Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 013 coveys its historical significance _as an 
irnport;mt institution in the social, economic, and political advancement of African Ai:nericans in 
San Francisco; and 

6. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third 
Baptist Church Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 013_, conveys its historical si~cance fo"J; 

\W/W .sf planning .org 
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R~S,p!qtion No. 8.83 
J1,!ly 19, 2017 

Case No; ~017-()04Q240.ES 
1399 l\llcAJlist~.r Street 

its a$s(>fiatior:t With .San Francisco civil rights leader, Reverend Frec:lerick DP.ugl~s Bc1ynei,, (k; 

and 

7. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that_ 1399 McA.llister S:treet (al.<a '.rhird 
Baptist Cll.urch Cmnplex), Asse~sor's Block 0778, Lot 013 coveys its architectural significance as 
one of the first ecclesiastical buildings constructed in the w'estem Addition. dtlrin~ tp,e p<:Jstwiir 
periqd, and, rep.r.e~ented one.of the earliest to depart stylistically from the traditional Catholic­
influenced architecture that characterized most Christian churchei, up until the m.ici-twentieth 

cen:turyr; ar1<i 

8. WBERE.As, th,e l{istoric Preservation Commission finds that 1399 McAllister Street (aka Third 

Baptist .Church Complex)~ Assessor's J31ock 0778, Lot 013 meets the eligipility ;r~e.rn!'!Ilts per 
Section 1.00.4 qf .thee )?Janning Code and warrants consideration for Article 10 landmark 
designation; and 

9. WHEREAS, tl1e Historic Preservation Commission finds that the boundarj.~ Mei :the lwt 0£. 
~erior .:;;u:i.d. mtetji>r. cha.:r<1,cter-defining features, as Identified in the Landmark :D~sigriatio~ · 
Report,. should be .considered for preservation u,nder the proposed 4m4marlc. d~igp.atio:ri. as 
:they:r:¢41.te to tl;i¢ bqilding' s historical significance and retain historical integrity; ancl .. 

;LO. WHEREAS, the proppsed ~esignation is consistent wi~ the General Plan . priority policies 
pursuant ·to Plcm~ing Code section 101.1 and furthers Priority Policy No, 7, w~.ich ~tes :that 
historicbuil(lings be preserved, for reasons set forth in the July 19, 2017 Case Report; and 

'11. WHEREAS, the Department has determined that landmark designation is exempt. from 
env1roronental review, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15308 (Class Eight- Catego.rical); · 
and 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission·.hereby initiate~ tl):e 
desi~on qf J.399 Jy!¢]1ister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), Assessor's Block 0778, Lot 013 
as .a Landmark pursuant to ~cle 10 of the Planning Code. . 

Ac~g Commission Secretary 

AYES: Johnck,Johns, Pearlnian, Wolfram 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: Hasz, Hyland, Matsuda 

ADOPTED: · July 19, 2017 
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S.AN FRANCISCO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

HEARING DATE: August 16, 201,7 

CASE NUl\IBERS: 2017,-004024DES-. l399 .McNlister Street 

TO: Historic Preservatio~ Conintissi()Il 

FROM: Desiree Smith 
Preservation P~er, 4.15-575-9093 

R.EVIEWED BY: Tim Frye 
Historic Preservation ()fficer, 4i5~575-6822 

RE: Lan~ark Recc:nnmen<iiltj.Qil :Re!!oluti.on 

On July 19, 2017, the Historic Preservati,on C<:munisston .(HPC) ac;lopted ~¢so1utipn No. 
883 to initi!lte Article 10 landmark design!ii:ion. of 1399 McAllister Street, known as Third 
Baptist Church Compex. Under Article 10, initiation and reconimendatj.on are two 
distinct steps of the landmark designation process which reqµire separate heariilg!! and 
resolutions. · · 

Attached is a dl'.aft Resolution to recommend approval to .the '.Board of Supervisors the 
designation of 1399 McAllister Street as a San Francisco Iandxn~k.under Aiticlf! 10 of the 
Plaimin.g Coq.e, Section 1004.1. The Pla:ruiliig Department (Department) recommends 
adopting this R,esolution. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
Draft Resolution 
Draft Designation Ordinance 
Draft Landnµu:k Designation Report 
July 19, 2017 Case Report · 
Resolution 883 

www.sfplanning.org 
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SAN FRANC1$C.0 
PLANN1Nf$ . . DEPARTNIENT 

Landniark Design~tion 
Case R~port 

Hearing Date: 
Case No.;· 

Jwyl9,2017 
i017-0D4024DES 

Projer;t. J'l.ddres$: 1399 M:cAlllster Street 
Zoning: (RM-1) m~sidential~Mixed, Low Density 
Block/Lot; 0778/013 
Property Owner: Third Baptist Church 

1399 McAllister Street 
San Francisco, CA 94115 

Staff Contact: De~ Smith...: (415) 575~9093 
desiree.sn:iith@sfgCJv.org 

Reviewed By:: Tim Frye - (415) 575-6822 
n.mJ:cy:e®sfgov.org 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTIONS.& SUR.ROUNDiNG LA.ND VSE AND P~VE.1,.QPMENT 

1650 Mission st 
sutte400 
San Fra.iclsco, 
CA 94103-2479 

Reception: 
415.558.6378 

Fax: 
41.5.558.6409 

Planning 
lnfonnaUon: 
415.558.6377 

The Third Baptist Church C~!Ilpiex:. (APN 0.778/013) is ,o~teci. a.~ the southeast corner of Pierce and 
McAllister Streets in the Western Ad,ditJ.oli, rieighborho.od of San Francisco. Third Baptist Church, founded 
in 1852 as the First Colored Baptist Chur.ch of San Francisco; was the first African American Baptist 

congregation formed west of. the. Rocky Mo.untains and· remifilled the only black Baptist church in San 

Francisco tbrough the early 194.-01?- -The cpngi:ega,tiQn' s cq:r;r;~t church building - the subject property -
was constructed for the congregation begincing .in 1952. 1t .is located within an RM-1 (Residential-Mixed, 

Low Density) zone and a 40-X hulk and hefght district 

The Third :Baptist Church Complex cpnsisl:s of .two buildmgs, including a main church building in which the 

. sanctuary is located, and an auxiliary building that houses administration offices1 a gymnasium, educational, 

and assembly uses. The site lllSO includes a prominent, detached, '!:>ell tower fronting McAllister Street and a 

parking lot located at the no:r\heam. <Priier of .. the .par!2el Third Baptist Church commissioned architect, 
William F. Gunnison, to design the sanctuary and ·bell tower in 1952. The administration/gymnasium 

building was built in 1956 as an addition, designed by architect, Alfred W. Jolmson. hi W59, an ormrmental 

cross was added to the top of the bell tower; lloth buildings are. of frame construction, rectangular in plan, 
and clad in stuc~o. The attached draft Landmark Designation Report contains a detailed description of the 
complex, including descriptions ofirttenor features, on page 3. 

The subject property is located within the ,Alamo Square Landmark District, adopted in 1984 and significant 

"as a continuum of distinguished residential atdri.tecture by distinguished architects ~arming the period 

from the 1870s to the 1920s." The disqi.ct contains p)1lil.arily Victorian (pre-1900) and Edwardian (c. 1900-

1910) residential structures, with the Vict6;rians mducilng ltalianates of the 1870s and early 1880s, San 
Francisco Stick of the 1880s, and ornate Queen Anne's of the 1_890s. There are also a number of early 20th 

century apartment buildings located on pr6:ti:tln~t co'tners; apartm~t builcilngs represented the only new 
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Landmark Desi~ati.Qn Initialion, 
July 19, 2017 

Case Number 2017-004024DES 
Third Baptist Church Complex; 1399 McAllister Street 

construction in the $.'.ea. during the period from 1912 to ;1.934. Most structures are two or three stories in 
height, although some of the apartment buildings go up to six stories in height. Alamo Square Park is one 
block to the south of Third Baptist Cl:n;qc1j. .t\lthough Tl_rlrd Baptist Church is included in the Landmark 
District, it iS. oi:tly ~mtiqned briefly a few f:µnes 4i th~ doounei;it l;llld its particular history is not captured in 
the district nomination. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The case before the Flisf:()ric Preservation Co:tpillisi,ion is the consideration of the initiation of landmark 
designa~on. of _the 'IlJijlf_ BaptisJ; Church Comple~ as a San Francisco landmark under Article 10 of the 
Planning Code, Seoion 1004.1, and recommending that the Board of Supervisors approve of such . . . 

designation. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW STATUS 

The Planning Pepartm,ent hlis determined .that actions by regulatory agencies for protection of the 
enviromri!'in.t.(specifi.cally in.this case, landmark designation) are :exempt from environmental revi'ew, 
pursua..-ri.t to CEQA Guidelines Section 15308 (CI~s Eight ~ Categorical). 

GENERAL P:LAN PQJ..ICtES 
The Urban Design Element of the San Francisco General Plan contains the following relevant .objectives 
and poUcies: 

OBJECTIVE 2: • 

POUC)'.'4: 

Conservation of Resources that provide a sense of nature, continuity with the 
past, cl.Ild freedom fron.i overcrowding. 

Preserve .not~l?le landmarks and ~ of historic, architectural or aesthetic value; 
and promote the preservation of other buildings and features that provide 

· ~ontinuity with pa$ development 

Designating significant historic resources as local landn:tarks will further continuity with the past be.cause 
the buildings. will .be :preserved for the ben~t of future generations. Landmark designation will require 
that the Planning Depru:tment and the Historic Preservation Conurussion review proposed work that may 
have an impact cin character:.~efuung features. Both entities will utilize the Secretary of Interior's 
Standards for.the Tretitmenl .of Historic Prbperties in their review to ensure that only appropriate, compatible 
alterations are made_. 

SAN FRANCISCO PL.ANNING C.ODESECTl!;)N 101;1 ~ GENERAL PIAN CONSISlENCY AND JMPLl;MENTATION 

Planning Code Section io1.1 :.... Eight Priority Policies establishes arid requires review of permits· for 
consistency with said polkies. On balance, the proposed designation is consistent with the priority 
policies jn that 

a. The proposed, designation will further Priority Policy No: 7, that landmarks and historic 
buildings be preserved. i.andmatk, designation of Third Baptist Church will help to preserve an 
important ·historical resource that is sign:jficant for its associ.ati.ons with San Francisco's African 
Americm:t coµununity and local civil rights leader, Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr., as 

SAN FRANCISCO 
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Case Number 2017--004024DES 

Third Baptist Church Complex; 1399 McAllister Street 

well as architecturally significant as arr nnportaIJ.t r!'!presentative example of ecclesiastical 
architecture in San Francisco' S Western Additipri.ni;i~borhood. 

BACKGROUND/ PREVIOUS ACTl9NS 

Thixd Baptist Church was ·added to the Landmark Designation Work Pro~am on August 16, 2016. 

OTHER ACTIONS REQUIRJ:D 

If the Historic Preservation Commission decides to initiate designation of the subject property as an 
Article 10 landmark at its July 1_7! 2017 hearing, the item will again be copsiq.ered, by the Commission at a 
future hearing. During this subsequent hearing,the Commission will decide whether to forward the item 
to the Board of Supervisors with a tecomiri.endation supportive of designation. The nomination would 
then be considered at a future Boarci of Supervisors hearing for formal Article 10 landmark designation. 

APPL.ICABLE PRESERVATION STANDAfWS 

ARTICLE J.O 

Section 1004 of the Planning Code authorizes tli.e lan~k designation of an individual sJ;ructm:e or 
other feature or an integrated group of structures anci features on a single lot or site, having special 
character or special historical, :architectural or aesthetic m.terest or valu:e, as a landmark. Section 1004.1 
alsp outlines "that landmark designation may be initiated by the! Board of Supervisors or the flistoric 
Preservation Commission and the initiation ~haU inclµde m,~gs in support, Section 1004.2 states that 
once initiated, the proposed designation. is :refer.red to th~ Histqric P.reservation Commission for a :report 
and recommendation to the Board of Supervisors· to approve, disapprove or modify the proposal 

Pursuant to Section 1004.3 of the P~g C<;ide, i,f 1;4.e Histo:i;ic Preservation Commission approves the 
designation, a copy of the 'resolution-of app;roval;is transmitted to the Board of Supervisors and without 
referral to the Pl.µm.ing Ccinurtjss_ion. The .Bo.ard of Supe:ryiso:rs shall hold a public hearing on the 
designation and may approve, n1odify or d:isa~p.rove the de~gnation. 

Iri the case of the initiation of a N.!ito;ric; dist;rict, the Historic Preservation Commission shall refer its 
recoµunendation to the Pla:ririi,ng C9~sjo:1;t"p~suant to Section 1004.2(c). The Planning Commission 
shall have 45 days to provide . revi,ew ~d c;om,m.ent on the proposed designation and address the 
consistency of the propo~ designa,tiOI.J. with the General Plan, Section 101.1 priority policies, the City's 
Regional Housing Needs Allocation, and. the SU$1:ajnable Communities Strategy for the Bay Area. These 
comments shall be sent to the Board of S:upervisors in the form of a resolution. 

Section 1004(b) requires that the de,signating o:rdinance approved by the Board of Supervisors shall 
include the location and boundaries of the landmark site, a .description of the .characteristics of the 
landmark which justify its. designation, and a· description of the particular features that should be 
preserved. 

Section 1004.4 states that if the Hi$toric Preservation Commission disapproves the proposed designation, 
such action shall be final, except upon the filing. of a valid appeal to the Board of Supervisors within 30 

days. 
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Landmark Designation Initiation 
Julyl9,2017 

ARTICLE 10 l,..ANDMA.RK CRITERIA 

Case NU:inber 2017--004024DES 
Thi.rd Baptist Chu,41 Co.mplex;-1399 McAllister Street 

the Historic Preservation Commission 011 February 4, 2009, by Resolutic,11 No. QOl, adopted the National 
Register Criteria as its methodolqgy £or ;rec<;>:i;nmim!lin& landmark designation of historic resources. 
Unde:i: the National Register Criteria, the quality of significance in .American history, architecture, 
archaeology, engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that 
possess integrity of location, design,· setting, fe~~ mate;rials, worlro;µu;tship, and association, and that 
are associated with events that have made a :;i~cant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; 
or that are associated with the lives of persons significant in. out past; or that embody the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, ·or method .of construction, or that represent the wor~ of a master, or that 
posE1ess high artistic values, or represent a ·significant and qislingqishable. entity whose components may 
lack individual distinction; or properfi~s that have yielded, or may lik~iy yield, :information important in 
prehistory or history. 

PUS.UC f :NI;l,GHBORHOOD INPUT 

The Department is not aware of any oj>positio;a, to the landmark designation of 1399 McAllister Street. 
Si;aff has received one letter in suppqrt qf the landmark de.sisnation. 

PROPERTY OWNER INPUT · 

The property owner is Third Baptist.Church; whose leadership supports the property's designation as an 
Article 10 Landmark. Pastor of Third Baptist Church, l)i:: Reverend Anlos C. ·Brown, requested that the 
designation be prioritized in the Department's Landmark Designatjo!l Woll< Progra:m earlier this year. 
Since that time1 staff has carried out site visits and met with Reverend Brown and other church leaders to 
discuss the landmark designation ·process and important elements tl;iat should, be covered in the 
designation report. · 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

The case report and analysis under review W?S prepared, by Department preservation staff. The 
Department has determined that the subject property meets the requirements for Article 10 eligibility as 
an individual landmark. The justification for · its inclusion ·~ expiairied. in the attached Landmark 
Designation Report. ' 

SIGNIFICANCE 
Third Baptist Church, a flagship church wil;pin $an Fran~co's Mrl.c;an ,American community, appears 
eligible for local designation under Natiomtl Reg4jter i;,£ msti>tic Places Crlteria A, B, and C for the role it 
has played in the social, economic; and p9lifiqil ~d;v:a,n,c~ep.t of African Americans in San Francisco 
under the guidance of civil rights leader, .Reverend l1r¢derick Douglas Haynes, Sr.; and as a rare and 
notable example of post-war ecclesiastical ~cl:dtecture ju San ·Francisco's Western Addition 
neighborhood. 
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Landmark Designation hrltiation 
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UNDERREPRESENTED LANDMARK TYPES 

Case Number 20:l.7-004024DES 

rhir!]. Baptist Church CQDlple~; 1399 McAllister Street 

The proposed landmark designation addresses two previo11$1y jdentified unci.err.eyr.esented landmark 
types: landmarks significant for cultural associations and landmarks associated yVil;h t:b.\! Modern Age 
(1935-1970). 

T'nere are currently five San Francisco landmarks specifically related to _Afri<;:qil J\µlerican history: the 
lvladame C. J. Walker House (2066 Pine $~.); Leort.ai:d/Poole House (9Q Cedro Ave.); Sam Jordan's Bar 
(40044006 Third Street); Marcus Books/Jini,bo's Bop City (1212~1716 Fillmqre Street); and Ingleside 
Presbyterian Church & Community Center. and The Gr~t Cloud of WitrJes~es (1345 Ocean Ave.). In 
addition, the Eucalyptus trees at 1661 Octavi<). Street are la.I!~arl< trees and "Stru~l;ures of Merit" due to 
their association with Mary EJ).en Pleasant. 

Less than 5% of Landmark buildings were co:p.strµcted after 1930, resqlfutg_in few designated buildings 
designed in a modern or vernacular style, So:i1:i.e examples of Lanc;ln)a.rks rep:rei,enting ;modern or 
ver:ciacular styles include the Cowell Hous1;?_(l.7l SanMar¢os Avenue), V.C. Mor.ris Gift Shop (140 Maiden 
faine), <:;:athedral School for Boys, part of th~ Grace Qal;hedr~ Clo~-Lan~k designation (1051 Taylor 
Street), Rincon Annex Post Office (101-199 Mission Street), and the Crown-Zellerl;,ad< Building (1 Bush 
Street/,523 Market Street). 

INTEGRITY 
The 'l,bird Baptist Church Complex maintains a high level of physical integrity'. See attached Landmark 
Designation ~eport for further analysis. · · · · 

GHARACTER-DEFINING FEAT.URE$ 
&l:erior and interior character-defining features of the bell tower, church building, and 
administrative/gynmasium building are identified in the attached Land:i:nark Dei/ignati~n Report 
beginning on page 22. 

aouNDARlES OF THE LANDMARK SffE 

The proposed landmark site encompasses Assessor's Blo9C-0778, Lot 013 - on wlµqi the subject property 
is~~ . . . 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION 

Based on the Department's analysis, the Third Baptist Church Com.plex is individually eligible for Article 
10 Landmark designation for its associ,ation wil;h ev~t~ that l:lfe sigmficimtly assptj.ated with San 
Francisco's social, ethnic, and civil rights histo~_y, as well as a representative example of ecclesiastical 
architecture in the Western Addition. The Department -reco~~dp that the Historic Preservation 
Commission approve the proposed designation of '.1.399 Mc;Alli_ster •.;tS a S;mF:t;"ancisco landmark. 

The Historic Preservation Commission may recommend · approval; disapproval, or approval with 
modifications of the proposed initiation of the Third .. Baptist Church Complex as a San Francisco 
landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code to the Board of Supervisors pm.su.ant to Planning Code 
Section 1004.1. If the Historic Preservation Commission approves the :initiation, a copy of the motion of 
approval is transmitted to the Board of Supervisors, which holds a public hearing bn the designation and 
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Lanqm;uk Desi~tion Initiation 

July 19, 2017 
Cas~ Numb.er Z017~004024DES 

Third B11.ptist Chm;ch Comple,g 1399 McAllisJ~ $~et 

may approve, modify or disapprove the designation (Section 1004.4). :i:£ the Historic ];';reservation 
CC>~~ion ~apprqves the proposed designation, such action shall be final, except upon the filing of a 
valid appeal t9 the Board of Supervisors within 30 days (Section 1004.5). 

ATTACHMENTS 

A. Draft Resolution initiating designation 
B. Draft Lartdmark D~signationReport 
C. Draft Landmark Ordinance 
D. Letters Qf Support 
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·oRAFT 

L·ANDMARK DESIGNATION REPORT 

Third Baptist Church Complex 
1399 McAllister Street 

DRAFT Art.ii:!.~ 10 .L"11dmai'k De,sign<1tion Report submitted to the Historic Preservation Commission August 16, 2017 

City and Co1.mty of San Francisco 
Edwin M. Lee, Mayor . 

[Type text] 

Planning Department 
John Rahaim, Director 
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Cover; Thlrd Baptist Chu,rch, 2017. 

The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) is a seven-member body that makes recommendations 
to the Board of Supervisors regarding the designation of landmark buildings and districts. The · 
regulatiolll? gove~ landmarks and landm,;trk districts are foµnd in Article .10 of the Plaru:µIig Code. 
The HPC is staffed by the San Francisco Planning Department. 

This Draft Landmark Design.ation Report is subject to possible revision and amendment. during the initiation 
llM designaf:wn, process. Or,.ly ia,n~age c;on,t,#ned within the Article 10 design.µJio11c ordinance, adopted by the 
San. Francisco Board of Super'Qisors; p]iould be regarded as final. . 
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Third Baptist Church Complex 
1399 McAllister Street 

Church construction date: 1952 
Architect: William F. Gunnison 

Youth Center and Fellowship ~uilding-0onstruction date: 1.956 
Architect: Alfred W. Johns.on 

'Thi£? Artide lQ Landmark Designation Report provides documentation and assessment to demonstrate 
the historical, cultural, or architectural significance for the purpose of local designation as a San 
Francisco City Landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code. 'Ibis document may refereri.ci! 
pr~vious studies and supporting docµmentation, such as historic:context statements, surveys, state or 
national historic registries, and or :other comparable documents. For more information regarding 
supporting documentation and source material~ please reference the materials listed in the 
bibliography. · · 

PROPERlY INFORMATION 
Block and Lot: 0778/013 

Owner; Third Baptist Church 

Original Use: Church 

Current Use: Church 

Zoning: RM-1 Residential-Mixed, Low Density· 

BUILDING DESCRIPTION 
The Third Baptist Church Complex is located at the s9utheaiit co~ of Pierce and McAllister Streets m 
the Alamo Square Landmark District, part of the larger Western Addition neighborhood in San 
Francisco. The church complex is comprised of two b~ildings, including a main churcl). building m 
which the sanctuary is located, and a youth center and tellowship bttllding which houses a gymnasium, 
assembly hall, classrooms, conf~ence roi:>ms, ·an:<;i ac,iminjsh'.ative offl_ces. The site also mcludes a 
prominent, detached bell tower that fronts M~lister Stre~t; · as well as a parking lot sited at the 
northeast comer of the parcel, Third Baptist Church co:intnissioned·architect, William F. Gunnison, to 
design the sanctuary and bell tower. ~ J.91?'.2., Th.e youth ~eqtei; ruid. fellowship building was designed by 
architect, Alfred W. Johnson, and built 4119~6. · · 

Bell Tower 

The site's most prominent visual feature is the detached bell tower, which is visible from the nearby 
Alamo Square Park and surrounClltlg blo~. ·The ea,$t and west elevations of the bell tower each display 
three raised vertical bands rising µp to about. two-thirds the height of the tower, while twelve 
omamental square voids adorn the· remairiing top third of the bell tower. The north and south elevations 
each feature a wide, raised vertical band lightly scored with a square incision pattern. A vertical pattern 
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of four square voids. fills the top third of the tower OI\ the porth and south elevations. nu~ low~ h~ of 
the north· elevation features a vertical ribbon of wood windows with divided lites. The bell tower is. 
capped l\Tith an ornamental cross, added tq the structure in 1959. 

' Church Building 

The qiurch building was d~igned by William F. Gunnison and erected in 1952. Built .of frame 
construdion, the structure is orie story (double-height) with mezzanine a.'ld partial h~ent . .It is 
retj:angul_~ in plan and features a :hipped roof a_nd prominent courtyard entrance at the_ comer of 
M.~st~ p11d :Pierce Streets. · · 

T,h,e chtn:cl( f> primary fa~de faces north a.nd is. clad in stucco, as are the east and west elevations. The 
f:t:ont. etJ.i;J;a;nce of the <:h~ch is acc:E:?SsjlJl~ frolll a circular, concrete courtyard. A curved red brick staircase 
leads upto the cowtyard, which jf, jnW.d :w;ith terracotta tile placed to form the shape of a sb;rr cov,;mng 
~Ost· of the cotu;tyard. An octagonal baptismal font clad in Roman brick is sited at the center of the. 
cpµrtya.'J;d cllld of the star. Colu:rrui.s support a. curvilinear entablature overhead. Terracotta terrazzo 
deq:>:rat~s the foot of the. doorway, whi¢h is recessed and characterized by tlrre(? p;i:irs of metal frame 
glass doors. · 

The chw<;:h' s fonestrati<:>n consists pf wood w':irt.d,ows with divid,ed lites, a number· of dc;it;ib1e-h:ung wc,JOd 
wind,ows with horliontal muntins, and a. slngle, inset, wood~frame, cross-shaped window at the cent~ 
of the_primary (nor+.h) fa~ade. All windows are filled with t-extured yellow glass. The east and west 
eleva,tions .also contain: wood win4ows with divided lites, which repeat in a vertically-:-orlented pattern 
r~mibling a ribbon. Ornaznentation includes incised squares around the entrance 0.f the smiqµary, .anc!. 
raised vertical bands extending from .the ground floor to the roof on the north and east elevations: Due 
to a 1c1,tet addition to the rear of the church building, the south elevation is cha.'a.cte..-rized by horizontal 

painted w:ood siding. On the west deyation, towards the southwest corner of the addition, ii!.~ tw~ nietal 
sash slider windows filled with textured opaque glass. 

The interior of the church consists ofa vestibule/lobby, sanctuary, second-story mezzanin¢, ?.IIcl a partial 
ba~ementthat houses offices. A wall and·secorid set of doors separate the lobby from the san~ary. The. 
m~anirte is lc:icated .overh!:!ad, .above the vestibule at the north side of the building, The sanctuary, 
which ~omprises the vast majority of the i.nterior space, is a large,.rectangular room containing rows of 
pews in the nave· divided by a central aisie leading up to the altar to the south. Stair).eq. · w:ooci 
wainscotirtg runs along all four interior walls, and the east and west interior wafu feature lo'x,_g, -vertical 
ribborw. of :wood windows with divided l.ifes and textured yellow glass that illuminate the .sanctuary 
with Wann; yellow light. While .fue church :exterie>r demonstrates a modern architectural approach, ·the 
building'~ mterior displays a number of traditiortal elements, including wooden trusses with shaped 
bra.eke~, l;m,tss hanging _ lainps, and Wood paneled ceiling. The pulpit, altar, and choir loft are 
constructed of-wood.and raised- a:qd r~ess.ed into the south imd of the church. The ch_oir loft hou.ses 
church organs and a drum set, :which according to Reverend Amos C. Brown, pay homage to both the 
Western an.ci ..African muskal traditions that have influenced the Baptist faith.1 Red fabric curtains· adorn 
the. south wall behind the chpi:J: loft with t.wo identical decorative organ pipe systems flanking either side 
of the curtains. Behind the curtains is a. second baptismal, which is regularly used by the congre~tic;>:o. 
unlike the baptismal in the exterio; courtyard. On the ceiling above the choir loft are 18 recessed sqµares 
that enhance the acoustics of the space while mimicking decorative elements of the exterior facade(> arid 
bell tower. 

1 Amos C. Srown,-Pastor Third Baptist Church, personal ~mmunlcaUon, June 9, 2017. 
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Yoµf;:h Cen.ter and Fellowship Building 

Designeg. by" architect, Alfred W. Johnson, and constructed in 1956 as an addition, the youth center arid 
fellowship buil<;ling is a two-story with mezzanine rectangular structure with a flat roof. The north 
fa~de is.inset from the outer edges and reads as a mostly solid wall with the. excepti~ of a mtilti-lite, 
wood sash, vertical ribbon window with textured yellow glass, located at the west end, (>f the fyont 
fa~ade, The vw.cal rjbbon window stands out as the primary decorative feature of the l:milding. Directly 
below the 1;ni.tlti-lite window is a canopy covering a ground floor entrance to the building. Two 
additional entrance.sf as well as two multi-lite, wood sash, horizontal ribbon windows Vllith y~llow 
textured. giass complete the fenestration of the ground £loo];' ~erior. 

The interior of the youth center and fellowship buildin~ ,;1t t!le ~ound floor contains asse.mbly s:p.ace, 
conference roo~, and small classrooms and offices £or the cln.rrch' i; W.t,icational progr~. A double­
height ~asillffi comprises the second floor . of the 1956 addition and features simple trusses, 
skylights~ and hardwood floors. Administration offices fill the me~zanine. 

Photo~ of the building can be found in Exhibit C. 

CRITERIA FOR OESIG.NATION 
Criterion A. oEvints:. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns ofour history. 
Criterion B. Persons: .A.ssociated with fue lives of persons significant in Qt,tr past. 
Criterion . ~.. Architecture: Embody distinctive , characteristics ~f a type, period, . or method of 
construction, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose -components rriay tack 
individual distinction. . 

PERIOD OF$1.GNIFICANCE 
1952-1971 

The l'eriod of Significance for the Third Baptist 01.urch Complex is 1952-;-1971, reflecting the year the 
church was bum und~r the leadership of Reverend Frederick Dough1.s :B:ayn~, Sr. thrO\ig;h th.e .41st 
year. lle rem~ined as pastor. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Third Baptist Church Complex is significant for the role jt hi:1$ .playe.d in the social, economic;, and 
political advancement of African Americans in San Francisco under. the guidance of civil tights leader, 
Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr.; and as a rare and·notable example of Midcentury Mod,em 
ecclesiastical architecture in San Francisco. 

Founded in 1852 as the First Colored Baptist Church of San Francisco, Third Baptist Church (renamed 
in 1855) was i:he first black Baptist congregation formed W(.;!St of the Rocky l\1ountain1> iµid remam.ed 
the only black Baptist church in San Francisco until the eru:ly 1940s .. lbrough its many .coriununity­
oriented activities, Third Baptist Church has played an important role in promoting black community 
leadership as well as the social, economic, and political advaricement of African· Americmts in San 

. Francisco. 
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Longtime pastor of Third Baptist Church, Reverend Freder.id< Douglas Haynes Sr., who served in that 
capacity from 1932 to 1971, · emerged as a highly influential leader in San Francisco's civil rights 
movement. Haynes participated in the longshoreman strike of 1934., the, struggle to end race-based 
hiring restrictions at the Pacinc Telephone · & Telegraph Company, and waa part of the Black 
Ministerial Alliance, a group -of black ministers who organized action against housing and job 
discrimination in biack communities. In 1945, he was the first African American to run for a position 
on the San Francisco Board of Supervisors, running again in 1947 ;md 1951. Although he never h!;?ld 
office, he paved the way for Terry.A. Franco.is to become the city's first African American member of 
the Board of Sup_ervisors in 1964. In 1996, the subsequent pastor of Third Baptist Church, Reverend 
Dr. Amos C. Brown, became the city's second African American member of the Board of Supervisors. 
During the tenure of Reverend Brown, the congregation's legacy -of social justice activism and 
community leadership continues to the present day. 

Third Baptist Church is among sevci;al black protestant chu;rches constructed, in San Fran~co during 
the postwar period. It is also one of. the first churches in the- city that broke from the traditional 
representiltions of ecclesf~l:i~. deaign to produce a new, simplified architectural expression that was 
thought to better articulate prqtestant_l:,1$~1> tl:trough its simple and straightforward design approach. 
M~y . of these design elements are -also characieristi..c of the Midcentury Modern style, which 
developed after World Warn artd became popular among Christian churches built during that period. 
The cu:r:rent church building loc<!,ted :a:t McAllister at1d. Pierce 1'tr;eet :represents the congregation's third 
church building, cpnstructed by and :£pi the ~ongregatipp in. 1952-195{?. Jts construction was part of a 
larger trend, as the two other pioneer·black churches in San Francisco - First A.M.E. zion and Bethel 
AM.E. Church - similarly erected Midcentury Modem chmch buildings .in the Western Addition in 
the years following World Wi:ir I):. Newiy e1>~Wshed protei;t.µJ.t. ~qngreg11tio.m.; furthered this trend by 
adopting modern_ aesthetics and design features, as opposed.lo the more tr~ditional features that had 
characterized earlier places ot worship. 'lhlrd Baptist Church stands out as an excellent example of 
protestant church architectµre designed. in fut;? Midcentury M;oder.n style that developed in. San 
Francisco during the postwar period, and retains a higl;t degree of physical integrity. 

INTEGRITY 
The seven aspects of integrity used by the National Register of-Historic Places, the California Register 
of Hiatorical ·· Resources, iwi::l A:cti~e 10 Qf the Planp41g Code are: locati,;m, design, materials, 
workmanship, setting, feeling; and assoqa,tj.qn in.relation to the period of significance and criteria £or 
designation identified above. The property maintains :integrity in.all seven aspe.cts. 

The Third Baptist Church Complex maintains a high degree of integrity as it relates to the church's · 
historic significance as a beaco_n of black community leadership, and as an advocate for the .social, 
economic, and political advancement of African Americans in San Francisco. The complex maintains 
the same location and setting since 'its construction for th.e Third Baptist congregation in 1952~1956 
under the guidance of Rev~end Frederick Pouglas Haynes, Sr. through the end of its period pf 
significance in 1971. The compl~ ai~o maintains ~trong £.eeling and association with its historical 
significance as it continues to be owned and .operated by-Third Baptist Church. The congregation 
remains the largest black Baptist congregation in Northern California and continues to ca,ny on its 
l~gacy of social activ:ism. The interior spaces of both the chu,rch and the youth center and fellowship 
'bµjlding convey the complex.s. historical use as a church, assembly space, and educational venue -
uses that continue to the present_. 
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The 'Ihird Baptist Church Complex also maintains a .high degree of physical integrity in the areas of 
design, materials, and workmanship. Few alterations have been made to the buildings since their 
constru.ction. According to building permit records, the "double face chur<;1;1 c:ross sign" that sits atop 
the bell tower was added in 1959. Several in-kind repairs and a modest.horizontal addition were made 
to the rear of the sanctuary after it was damaged by a nre in 1961. Other minor alterations include the 
installation of handicap doors Lr1 1987 and the :sea.ling of two interior doors in the church assembly hall 
in 1.99$. As the alterations were minor in scqpe, the buildings retain significant integrity of design and 
materials to convey both their architectural ~a: historical significanc~. . . . . . 
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HISTORJC CONTEXTS 

Early Church Histozy 

Founded in 1852 during the Gold Rush period, The First Colored Baptist Chm.ch of $an Francisco 
(later Tldrd ijaptist Church), was the first p~;:ick Baptist congregation for.µied west of the Rocky 
Mountains. Many African Americans had come to ~omia during the Gold R~sh period either as 
free men and women from the Northeast or as slaves from the Americ.in South who ru;rived with their 
owners and later purchased or petitioned local courts for their own freedom.2 As described in the 
J)raft African American Historic Context Staten.i{mt, black religious organi_zations began to form in San 
Fr~cisco during the mid-nineteenth century: · 

By the tqne African Americans first stru;ted arriving in California they had already built a 
thriving religious tradition apart from. m$.Une- White Protei.tant Christi~ty. Two grQups 
that splintered off from the Methodi$t Church in the early nineteenth century were the 
African Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E) Bethel Church from Philadelphia and the A.M.E. Zion 
Church from New York By the 1850s, black Baptists and. Presby~rians had also founded 
separate churches catering to A.mean Amerkans in San F:i:aI1ctscp, At fu~e churches, a11 · of 
which were located at the edges of Chinatown, African Americans could worship in their own 
space and according to their own traditions. The churches aiso served as important 
community gathering places, where news was exchanged, friendships formed iUJ.d l'.einforced~ 
and busmess discussed.3 

After being forced to sit in the balcony at the white-dominated First Baptist Church, a group of black 
Baptists iI1 1852 convened at the private residence of William and Eliza Davis, located on Kearny 
Street, and decided to form their own Baptist congregation - the First Colored.Baptist Church. Among 
jts founders were Abraham Br_?wn, Thomas Bundy, Thomas Davenport, Millie Denton, Henry Fields, 
George Lewis, and Fielding Spots.4 . 

Lpcational JI.istory 

In 1854, two years .after it was founded, the FirsfColored Baptisf Church moved into its first church 
buildip.g on Grant Street (formerly Dupont Street) petween. Greenwich and Filbert: Streets. The church, 
which changed its name to Thi;rd Baptmt Chwc.h in .1.855 to "reflect its emergence as the third 
communion of Baptists founded in the city and, its. d~ir~·fo be ·an iri.clij.siye qi,urch without racial 
designations," moved to a building at Bush and Powell Streets in 1896. 5 That building, however, was 
destroyed during the 1906. earthquake and fire. In :190$, i;li.e congregation built.a new church structure 
at Hyde and day Streets in the Nob Hill neighborhood where i~ stayeci fw 44 years until the mid­
twentieth century when the congregation outgrew .it. In_ 1952,· Third Baptist Church relocated to the 

2 State of California Department of Parks and Recreation; Application fof Registration of Historical Umdmark fo(Third Baptist Ch11rch1 

1642-44 Grant Avenue; Tim Kelley Consulting, ·The Alfred Williams Consultancy, VerPlanc~ Historlc Resource Consulting, and the San 
Francisco Planning Department, Draft African American Citywide Historic Cafifext St[lfemerit (Unpublished Orilft, 2015), 16-17, 
3 Kelley, Williams, VerPlanck, San Francisco Planning Department, 33. 
4 State of California Department of Parks and Recreation, Application for Registration of Historical Ull1ilmark for Third Baptist Church, 
1642-44 Grant Avenue · · · · 
5 Third Baptlst Church, Thirdbaptist.org/tbc-yesterday, accessed April 4, 2017. 
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Western. Addition where many of the city's African Ameri~ residents lived-:- a patten;i. that occurred 
among many of the "older pioneer African American .churches" quring thi~ tini~ period.~ 

Previous Sites of Third Baptist Church 

Eliz.p. l)µyis 

Thircl Ba1,Usi Ch111•ch was 
founded in Augusl of i8:i2 in 

the hiime of William rind Eliza 
Davis on ~¢a,i:zjy Str~t. 

1854-1866: The origi:iial site· of Third Baptist Chureh wa.c.; &~ Gre nt St~et 

{formerly Dupont. Stn:..-et:i btil.woon Gi~.nwu:h and ~·iloort 

1867-1868 
Sm: on -Jane end !'l' atom a 
Sfyccts {nenT Howard and 

Second Stl-eets) 

Site on l3us4 nnd l'o\~eli 
B&Teets 

1wi;i:.:i9o6 
The pmperfr.:wa.~ ~~oye4 by fihl 

in the 1906 earthq_ti:,ke, A new 
church w;1,'< J1ui]i:in. lfl(!fl. 

1908-1952 
f)i~ C>n. ijyde and Clay b'tl-eeta,. 

Previous sites of Third Baptist Church, excefl)ter;l froi:n tlJe ,book; Third B~ptist Chµrch of San Francisco 150th 
Anniversary Celebration: .1.852-2002 (Courtesy Third .Baptist Chu.rch) 

6 Kelley, Williams, VerPlanck, San Francisco Planning Depa~ment, 108. 
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Ministerial History 

The church had no permanent pastor from 1852 to 1856, during which time white supply ;r:riinisters 
presided over church services. Tltlrd Baptist hired its first black pastor, Reverend Charles Satchell, in 
1856 .. Sl;ltcheU came to San Frl;lnciscq vi.a. On~ati and was a leader in the Abolitionist Move¢.ent fl~ 
and the subsequent pastors of Third Baptist Church are documented in the S.tate of CaJifomi.a 
Application for Registration · of Historical Landmark for 1642-44 Grant Avenue (the church's original 
loca:tiol).): · · · 

Reverend Charles Satchell was.the first regular pastor and the #rst African American pastor. 
He had b?en commissioned 1:,y the ~cime Mission Board of the American Baptist Convention 
to establish churches in the Midwest du:nng the early 1850' s. Other pastors serving .f;l;le cl,mtcli 
during the first eight decades were: Thomas Howell, Arnold Medberry, John Francis,. p3. 
Knight, b.c. Wheeler, John R Young, George Duncan, J.H. Kelly, J.M. Riddle, Allen Newman{ 
J,A t>ennis, Elbert Moore, and James D. Wilson. The membership fluctuated between 13 .and 
243.7 

Satchell ;had, started a tradition of social activism and · 
community leadership. at . Th4'd . "Baptist . ¢hµr.ch that 
endured ~ver: .the. ensuing decade~. .This. tradition 
~!IA4e4 even inote so during the 40.:year. te11:ure of 
R,everend Fre.denck Douglas Haynes, S;r.,. an.cl eyentually 
under the leadership of Reverend Amos. c; Brown, Third 
Baptist's current pastor.a As described in the church's 1601h 

Armi'fl.er.sary [)ocumentary, '.Third Baptist Church emerged in 
the late nineteenth cennn:y as an "ir:tl;titution of survival 
and ·prbvided creative means of ctllling· forth pride in 
achie:vernent t9 . disprove the. as~ption of Negro 
inferiority."? It remained. the ,,:inly blij.cls: aijptist church in 
San Francisco through the 194.Ds~ eventually blossoming 
into the· largest: black Baptlsf ·congregation in northern 
California, x¢apP~il>le for . fost¢:rjnt; gert~!itions of black 
communityl!:?ade:rs and activ:i,sts;10 

Souvenir Program showing fql'(ller location of 
· Third Baptist Church at Hyde and Clay Streets 

(Courtesy Califorriia Historl1=al So1=lety) 

7 State of California Department of Parks and Recreation, Application for Registration of Historical Landmark for Third Baptist Church, 
1642-44 Grant Avenue · 
~ Ibid.; Third Baptist Church, "Third Baptist Church of San Francisco: 160th Anniversary Documentary,• 2012; Third Baptist Churcli, lhir.if. 
Baptist Church of San Francisco 15(111 Anniversaf}' Celebration, 1852-2002, San Francisco: CC lnnerVisions, 2003. · 
9 Third l:lapti~ C~µrch, 'Third Baptist Churo,h of San .Fra.ncisco: 160th Anniversary Documentary,• 2012. 
10 For more Information about the early history of Third Baptist Church, see the App/ir;ation for Registration of Hfstorical Landmark for Third 
Baptist Churoh, · 1942-44 Grap( Avenu11, included IQ the appendix. 
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Black Cornrnunity formation in theWest~rn Addition 

By the ~id-fyventieth century, Third Baptist's q:irigregation had grown to the point where its home at 
Hyde and Clay Streets could no.lo~ger ac~onunodate all who sought to worship there. As a result, 
church leadership devised plans for the building pf a new church in the W estem Addition, wh.~.e a 
significant percentage of the city's b.latj.<, p9pQ1ation ~d lived since the years following the 1906 
earthquake .µ1d fire. The nE\ighborhood' s hi~d< population continued to increase during the 1920s and 
1930s, making the Western Addition ''the cerite~\ofBlacldife before World War II."11 . 

The war years brought ev~ more Afi;ican ~ericans to the neighborhood, as tens of thousands of 
South~ ~lacks relocated fo San.Francisco to work in.the newly established wartime shipyards and 
defense plants~ and found. few other housing .(>ptioils in the city.12 Following the ·enilctmEilt of 
President Franl<lm Delano Roose:veW!> a:ic¢cµtivE\ Order 9066 and the subsequent evacuation and 
incar~~tiori pf Japanei,e and Japanese Aniericans from San Francisco's Nihonmachi, or "Japanese. 
People's Town," located within the Western Addition, hurtdreds of properties were made vacant This 
resulted in.the. availability of hc;,usirig qpi:ioI,IB m the Western Addition to the newly arrived African 
Am~icaps.13 

African Americans continued to mov~ to the . neighborhood in the years following the Wc\T, 

enco~aged by :r~al estate agerits . c!Aci raci~t practices and policies such as redlining · and racial 
covena:ql;s enacted in the city's new residence parks~ all of which limited residentj~ optiort.s. fat 
African Americans in San Francisco. These dynamics and the growth of an African American. ep.cJav'e 
in the Western Addition .are d~cribed :in. the J)rcift ;lfric:an American Historic Context Statement: 

Puring the postwar period, real estate agents continued to funnel African Americans 4)to · tl:le 
neighborhoods where they already had a strong presence, especi~y the Western Addition. 
By 19so, the I1iilmore Distri~f s .26 lllocks, or:iginally designed to accommodate so-to-70 people 
per .acre, were reportedly housing upwards of 200 people per acre. By 1960, more, th,ari on~ 
third of San Francisco's African American population ijved in the Western AdditiQri, 
comprising 46 percent of .the .neighpqrhqod' s population.14 

The Western Addition during this period blossomi:!d into the primary hub of bhtck a,tlµn:e ?.P.d 
community· in San Francisco, with cliurches playing an important role in this growing commuwty. 
Prior to the war, ;is described in the Praft African American Historic Context Statement, most African. 
Americans attended. one of the three "pioneer'' black churches in the city; First AM.E. Zio;n, J;Jethel 
A.M.E'., or Third Baptist Church, all of w:hich originally operated in the Chinatownfl>acific Heights 
area. First A.M.E .. Zion, however, h.ad, m9yed. to 1.669 Geary Street in the Western Addition in 1912 
after its .. bt,tild,ing was. destr.oyed in the 1906 earthquake and fire (the Geary Street location was· iat~~ 
demolished during the Redevelopment era). New churches, such as El-Bethel Baptist Cl:turch 
established in 1941 at 1320.Golden Gi!te Avel').ue, were also formed to serve the Western Addition's· 
growing black community. ht a strategic effort to locate nearer to its expanding membership :base, 
both Third Baptist Church and Bethel AM:.E: Church relocated to the Western Addition ·after the 

11 Kelley,Willi.ami;, YerPli:lllc;k, San Francisco. Planning Department, 55. 
12 Kelley, Williams; VerPlanck, San Francisco Planning Department, 79; Donna Graves and Page & Turnbull, Japantown His/pricCqn(ext 

Statement, $an Francisco: Page·& Turnbull, 2011, 44. · · · · · · 
13 Graves and Page & Turnbull, 42-45. 
14 Kelley, Williams, VerPlanck, San Francisco Planning Department, 92. 
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war.1s Third Baptist c:h.mch purchased the propert.y at Pierce and McAllister Streets for its new 
location, which at the i;ime was home to t:he :m~j.on, cif C<!-ptain Charles Goodall. 

15 Ibid. 

Above: Workers remove the turret on the observatory in the .cupola of the former mansion of Captain 
Charles Goodall at-Pierce ani:1 McAllister Streets, whlch was demolished am:Lreplaced with Third Baptist 
Church in 1952 (Covrtesy San Francisco Public Library Photo Collection) 

left: Deacon of Third Elaptist ·Church, C.A. 
Harris, speaks with news reporter .on the 
roof of the former Char.les Goodall Mansion 
where Third Baptist Church now starids,. 
circa 1952. Newscopy from San Francisco 
News-Qill Bulletin describing the photo 
reads: "C.A. Harris, Deacon of Third Baptist 
Church, tells a news reporter :of work by 
member.s of his qmgregation i.n derriollshlng 
pioneer mansion and their plans to use 
much of the old timbers in the construction 
of a new, modem ·church on the site." 
(Courtesy of San Francisco Public. Library 
Photo Collection) 
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Midcentury Modern Ecclesiastical Arcni.tecture in San Francisco 

The Third Baptist Church Complex, located at McA.lli$ter and Pierce Streets, represents the 
congregation's third house of worship< constructed by and for the congregation beginning in 1952. It 
was one of the first black protestant churches c9~c~ed in San Francii,co d1ll'll).g the postwar era, 
and its design aesthetic represented a departure from the traditional .Catholic-influenced architecture 
tha,t had characterized nearly all Christian qmrch buil.;lings up until the mid-nven.tieth century. In 
addition, the Third Baptist Church Complex features design elements characteristic of the Midcentury 
Modern style. 

Third Baptist Builds New Church in the WestemAddition 

In ·1950 under the leadership of Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr.; ·Third Baptist Church 
purchased the property at the northwest corner of Pferce and McAllister Streets,. Oll w:lii¢h sat the 
former mansion of Charles Goodall (built 1859) and de$ed pl~ to erecy three b.uildmgs on the site 
th.at would comprise the church. Two of the three planned buildings - the main church building .and a 
youth center and fellowship building-were ·~omple~cl. · 

?'/1.,ii" 

HllILDJNG coM.M 
.';. .. •,;lt\l, l.•,'t 1, · r ,rr:1. J t-1 r:imu.'1, MR~. I\. ~{ 

.1,1J Ln J:, 1,::. •,1-... Giumn."\n, StGni.lm~;_ 
11.. Nl'\\':"lM,nl)!.r,rcs;.~!( 

Left: Members of the Building Commission, circa .1952 (Courtesy California Historical Society) · 
Right: Members of the Building Commission wlth Rev: _Fretj~rid~ D, Haynes Sr:. (plctur:ed bottom left) viewing 
plans for the new Third Baptist Church ·building at·McAlllster·and .Pierce Streets, circa ~952. (CClu_rt~sy Third 
Baptist Church) · 

The permit for the new church building was approved on ~fay 26, 1952 at\d the building was 
constru~ted by October of the same year. A l9q2 a+tlcle entitled, "Negro Baptists Migrate,"- offers an 
account of the opening of the new building, which fook place on October 21, 1952: 

8/24/201.7 

It was a great moment for the sisters and brothers of "Third Baptist" when, fresh from 
celebrating their centenary, they sang .their I.ist. pra,ises in the old church, and marched in a 
phalanx to the new. Each of them wore a white card bearing their name an.d the_ sub they were 
subscribing for the occasion. The cutting of the ribbon which formally operied. the doors of the 
new sanctuary was performed by Deborah Johnson, · the youngest member of the church, 
under the eye of Lee Robinson, clutlrman of the Buil_ding Coinnussion. Letters of 
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c::o:ngratulations came from the White Ho11Se, froi,n c.;ovemor Earl Warren, and from the 
church leaders; and Mayor Elmer Robinson ~pol<e at. a Ineeting at which the platform included 
Judge Twain Michelson of the Superior Court of SF, ~d C~cU Poole, Ne~o Peputy Dislrict 
Attorney for SF County.16 

. , .......... 

i, ... II 
1 .. 111 _-,., 11-

Jl.bo','.e: Members ofTliird Baptist Church with Rev. Frederick D. Ha1-nes, Sr. during dedication 
Cf;!remony for the site of the new church, circa 1952. (Courtesy Third Baptist Church) 

Above: Members of TMird Baptist Church lay the cornerstoneJor the new ·church bt,1ildin9 at 1399 
· · · McAllister Street, ·1952. · 

(Courtesy Third Baptist Church) 

1s 'Religion: ~egro Baptists Mjgra!e,• Frederick D. Haynes Sr. family papers, California :Historical Society 
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The SF Bay Cities Baptist Union 34th Annual Report offers a der,c:r;ipti_qn of the new church building: 

In places to be seen from afar are such tlwlgs as the cross atop the tower of the new Third 
Baptist Church. Located at Pierce and 1\1:cA.lllster Streets, it is. visible £row: p~ta of downtown. 
The sanctuary, now complete, is prol?ably the largest Baptist sandtiru:y tp be huilt in the area 
in many generations. This. impressive building is together with several others, a tribute not 
only to the vision and sacrifice of the pastor arid members, but also to ·the bt1Sirless effj.cieJ:1cy . 
and willing labors of the Bay Cities Baptist Union.''17 · · 

L. ... 1.956, a two-story with mezzanine building was constructed for use as youth classrooms, assembly 
space, and a gymnasium. While there was a desire artd subsequentfundraising effort tq ]J.uild a 
second youth building in the location of the <;:urre11t j:>~king lot, those pJans d;.i;!. no~ ma,t~rialize.18 

·.Wu Can tJ/led /Au C,4alkn10 ( 
WITH THE LORD'S HELP 

;('Ui.,:-J:".;tlp-t,1..) 
J1I 

in 
NINETEEN GLORIOUS DAYS 

Beglnnjng August 4th 

California 1-llstorical Society 

':.....c 

Left: Fundralslng brochure depicting proposed youth center in ·foregro·und (riot constructed) alongsi(:le 
existing ctwrch and auxiliary building (Co1,1r.tesy California Histor!cal Society) 
Right: 112th Anniversary program brochure, 1964, sh.owing t_he planned youth building that was not 
constructed (Courtesy California Historical Society) 

11.sp Bay Cities Baptist Union 341h Annual Report, 28, date unknown, Frederick D. Haynes Sr. family papers, California Historical Society 
in the 
1s Frederick D. Haynes Sr. family papers, California Historical Society 
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African A.mericf1.n.Pr()te.$.tant Archite~wml Expre$sion in Sf1.n Francispo 

The congregation's relocation to the Western Addition in the years following World War II and the 
new, simplified architectural e,q,ression of i.ts church building represented a larger trend, as the city's 
two other "pionee:r" black ch~ches - Fb:st A).1.E. ZioI1 and Befuel A.M.E. Church - commissioned 
architect-designed church buildings in the neighborhood during the same time period. 

In addition, newly established protest.µit congregatiqns that formed· to i:ierv.e the neighborhood's. 
growing African American population contril:,uteci to this trend by adopting mod,em 1testhetics and 
design features that naturally aligned with protestant ideals of "simplicity and straightforwardness," 
ari.d which con:espond to their beliefs in i;ni.11immediate personal relaf;ionship ofm.an to God."19 First 
A.M.E. Zi.qn (21.59 Golden Gate Ave.) slta..1:i:;s. !iiµtjla,:r characteristiC!i wi,tll TJ:tli4 l.3aptjs.t. Qt,µrdi, gµch as 
its simple geometric elements, inchiclinti: a flat, inset ptimruy fai;ade, prommen.t tower structure, bare 
cross, c1Ad vertically-oriented panel of solid-colored, square-shaped multi-lit~ windows. Bethel A.M.E. 
O,.w:ch, the third of the ploneer qi.µrches~ :p1qye<i. into its new church bµilM,.g a,t 91.~ Laguna Street in 
l969. It too, departs aesthetically froin iiirlier ecclesiastical arcl:ritectQraj. trad,itions, emphasizing 
simple yet strong geometric shapes and patterns, and solid and unadom~d ~alls, · · 

Above: .A,M.E. Zion Church {Desiree Smith) Below: Bethel A.M.E. Church (CWrtesyfoOdpai,tfies.org) 

. According to Albert Christ-Janer.and Mary l'vlix Foley, authors of Modern Chutc.h Architecture: A guide 
to the farm and $JJirit of 20th century religious huildings, early protestapt cp:ngregaµo;n.s moved into former 
Catholic church buildings during and after :t1ie Reformation. Catholic architectural. traditions, as the 
authors note, often ''put Oil a display of$~ ~erarchical pb'Wet/' result.mg in what the authors describe 
as a "tension between the principles and needs Qf a pr~testant congregatiol). and the S}'n;lbolic meaning 
embodied in the architecture of a genuine Catholic church."~ While protestant congregations often 
stripped such church interiors of idols ~r·. symb~lic ornamentation (like :stamed. glass, tapestries, 
statues, frescoes), elaborate exteriors (usually designed in the BErroqu,e, Gothic, Renaissapce, <;>r 
Romanesque style of architecture) remained.21 In the nineteenth <;entury, everi when protestant 
congregations constructed their own church buildings, many were. reproductions 0£ earlier, Catholic­
influenced styles. It was not until the mid-twentieth century when protestant churches began to 
construct houses of worship that some would i,eeas "an honest expression of their faith."22 The ideal 

19 Christ-Janer and Folye, Modern Chur:ch Architecture, 243. 
20 Ibid., 122. 
21 Ibid. 
22 Jbid., 125. 
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"protestant architectural expression," according to Christ~Jane:r; and, Foiey, is simpie in design; avoids 
figurative represen~tioh, use of idols, or works of art that are not part of the structure itself; and 
might include features such as clear, opaque, or single~color stained glass, bate crosses (as opposed· to 
crucifixes), and simple :materials. 

The geometric emphases of the ve_rtical ribbon windows with divided lites, decorative square voids 
and incisions, simple scored borders, bare crosses, and lack of figurative representation on both the 
exterior and futerfor of Third Baptist Church and its auxiliary youth centey and fellowship building £if. 
squarely within the catetory of "protestant architectural expression'f discussed here. 

Third°Baptist Chtirch:A MidcentunJ MDtlem Institutional But1ding 

Ip. a/1.ditio.n, the Third Baptist Church Complex contains a number of the design elements that are 
characteristic of the Midcentury Modem style, as described in San Francisco Modern Architec~re a1J.4 
Landscape Design 1935~i970, a historic context statement adopted by the City of San Francisco in 2011. · 
As relateµ ~ the i:tisiori.c context statement: · · · · 

The ntmiber of new churches in San 
Francisco increased 69% from 1935 to 
J,955, .By 1955 there were 430 churches in 
San Francisco, New religious buildings 
were piimariiy Christian churches and 
!,llany . em'bi:aced 'the exuberant forms 
characteristic of the Midcentury Modern 
and. Expressionist styles ... 

Mi.dcentury Modem is a term used to 
describe ~n expres~ive, often exuberant 
style that emerged in the decades 
foUowwg World War Il. !nfluenced by 
the International Style and the Second 
Bay Tradition, Midcentury Modem 
was a casual, more organic and 
expressive style, and was readily 
applled to a wide range of property 
types. · Custom-designed houses, 
residential tract developments, ! 

8/24/2017 

:churches, and commercial buildings 
incorporated Midcentury Modem 
design .... 

Midcentury Modem is the most 
ccim.nioil Modern style built in San 
.Francisco from 194~1965. The style 
'incorporates: an array of design 
elements including cantilevered 
qyerhangs, projecting eaves, canted 
windows, projecting boxes that en-

Above: Third Baptist Church, March 2i, i9S3. News copy 
reads, "CHURCH OF THE W!=\:K-Thlrd Baptist Church, 
McAllister and Pierce-sts, has served · the Negro 
population of San : · Francisco for over 100 . years, 
celebrating their centennial last' year. Rey. Frederick t> . 
.Haynes began his ministry with this in 1932 when It was 
located at Hyde and Ciay-sts. He reports marked Increase 
ln attendance since moving into the modern new building 
last December, "(Courtesy San Francisco Public Library 
Phcito Collection) 
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frame the upper stories, stucco siding, the use of bright or contrasting colors, spandrel glass, 
ia,rge expanses of windows, flat or shed roof forms, stacked brick veneer, asymmetrical 
facades, and occasionally yert;icitl woocl siding. Designers of church buildings experimented 
with the new shapes, materials, cladding and colors associated with Midcentury Modern. 
Historic references or revrval inflt1entes are notably absent from the Midcentury M:odern 
style. 'Ihe ierm Midcentwy Moq.~ w~s generated by the public rather than scholars.23 

The Third Baptist Church Complex displays a number of features that are chataci:etistically 
MidC:entury Mod,ern, including fla~ roof fbrois, projecting overhangs, stucco siding, articulated 
primary facades; use of stacked Roinan brick veneer., strong right angles and simple cubic #>tms, a 
courtyard entryway, integrated planters, terrazzo paving, anq a projecting vertical element (the 
omam.erit;tl cross on top _of the tower),24 A,.s further mentioned in San Francisco Modern Architecture and 
Landscape-Design 1935-1970, institutional buildings (including churches) designed in the Midtentury 
Modern style frequently incorporated extended rows of steel-sash ribbon windows and brick accents, 
both of whlch are vistble in the Third Baptist church Complex. Other design elemertt.s ccitnmon· to 
Modem architecture more broadly, and which can be seen in the complex, especially u1 the 1956 
addition, ate .comer windows and an einphasis on the horlzontal.25 

The n~w architectural approach ot both bajidings comprising the Third Baptist Church Complex 
represent· a dramatically different style than the congregation's former Tudor-inspired i908 church 
building· at 1269 Hyde Street. Third Baptist Church, thus, stands out as a rare and 11.otable example of 
th¢ new ~clesiastical architecture 1:hat d_eveloped in San Francisco during the postwar period and as 
an example ofa Midcentury Modem illi'iittitional building. · 

William F. Gunnison, Architect 

William F. Gunnison (1891-1977) :designed the church building and bell tower at 1399 McAllister 
Stree~t. Gµnnison practiceq. architecture w.San. Francisco from approximately 1922 to 1941, working 
out of his.· firm located at the Mechanics' Institute Building. His work consisted mostly of. single and 
mtilti.-raI'riii.y ·fesiderttes and comrriercial .bi.uldirtgs, among which was the Bharatiya Mandal Hall at 
M:O Ellis ·(exta;nt), a contributor to the Uptown _Tenderloin National Register Historic District.26 

Alfred W. Jc;hnson, .Architect 

Alfred W . .J6hnsbi1 designed the 1956 youth :mid ftµiowship building that sits next to the 1951 church 
building •. johnson's work primarily foCQsed on church, school, and government buildings. Borrt in 
Mt. Shasta, California on May 26, 1908,Johrison received his education at Cogswell Polytech College, 
Heal.d's Engi:i:leering School, Beaux.Arts Institute of Design, San Francisco Atelier, and the San 
Fr~cisco:-$$0.ol of: Business :Ac(:n:iirris4'~tj:on. Biographical listings in the 1956, 1962, anc;l i970 
American Architects Directory, as well as newspaper articles, reveal that Johnson was a member cif the 
AfA. Nbrth~- California Chapter and ~~~ked at numerous prominent Central California architecture 
{ir.m$ £qf tW~ty·yea:rs pefon{op~g an irrcl:rltecttiral firm under his own name. His San Fr~ciscci 
office was located at 165 J~sie Street, although he maintained a residence in San Mateo. The Guild of 
America awarded Johnson a 'Third Prize Award for his work on Burlingame Presbyterian church in 

23 Mary Brown, San Francisc;() Modem Architecture and Landscape Design, 1'935-1970, 71, 189 
24 fbid., 189~190; 194. . . . . 
25 !bid., 96, 106. 
2li Architecl:Biclgfciphy, on fil~ at $an Francisco Planning :oepartment; Michael Corbett, National Register of Historic Places Reglstratkm 
form for the Uptown Tenderloin Historic District, 2007. · · 
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the category of "Additions and Aiteratipns for ·dtµrch Architecture."27 According to a 1951 program· 
for the 511! Annual Ari Festival produced by the San Francisco Art Commission, Johnson exhibited 
photographs, drawings, and models of his work ai: the event.28 

Johnson's ·known works in San Francisco include: the Crespi Home School, Temple Methodist Chlll'.'ch, 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church addition, a ~eral chapel of N. Gray & Co. at ,19th Ave:i:me.a:nd 
Sergeant Street, and an office building addition to 550 California Street. His prominent v'.rorks in o_ther 
California cities include: Guy F. Atkinson Co. Headquarters in South San Francisco; the Peninsula 
YMCA~ San Mateo Union High Schooi Admitilstration Building, and the City of San Mateo Police 

. . -
Department Building in San Mateo; First PreslJy:terian Church and Burlingame Presbyterian Church in 
Burlingame; Edna McGuire Elementary School in Mill Valley; Mt. View Presbyterian Ch~ch in 
Mountai..1.View; Fremont Presbyterian Church in Sacramento; Hall of Justice and Records in Redwood 
City; Pacific Union C91lege Church Compiex in Anitwm, CA. 29 

l<lSft~­
~N/~h::.. 

J;f~li~h.'--l!~1ly 
tH.l~m.l~ s~.p~~----· .. 

DeJiarted ta G.od' :itnd Ypid~ 

· Dedi,ation of Youth (enter 
,,, arid,;, 

Fellows.hip Building 
~ay iO,June 9, ·1957 

uJqidl iaptbd O!ftuff!J··-
13'9 !,!<AU!Sl'Ell STl!EET -SAN FllANCISCO, Ctl,lffil\Wrustoi!tal Soeie; 

t;1fp:1 )., th/f.',1 -~~~·~~~f·,:~·0 ·~_Pmor 

Left: Souvenir 
Program · 
celebrating 
dedication of 
Youth Center and 
Fellowship 
Building designed 
by Alfred W, 
Johnson 
(Courtesy 
California 
Historical Society) 

27 AIA 1962 Directory 
28 San Francisco Arts Commissii:in, !111 Annual Art Fe_s(iya/ Program, 1951; AIA 1956 Directory; AIA 1970 Directory. 
29 AJA 1956Directory; AIA 1970 directory; Outsidelandl! w¢bsite, ·~race Evangelical Lutheran Church,' accessed July 7, 2017; Sunnyvaie 
Presbyterian Church website, 'Our History,' accessed July 7, 2017. 
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Rev. Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr.: A Reli~ious, Community, and Civil Rights Leader 

Born in 1899 ii). Talcott, West Virginia, Frederick Pougla,s Haynes, Sr. was orphaned as a cbilq. ·llllc!. 
grew up with his sister in Pennsylvania. He moved to Los Angeles in the early 1920s to attend Bfola 
Institute, a Baptist Bible College, and following .graduation worked as an assistant pastor in Los 
Angeles where he $0 organized the· first junior church in California. After being ordained in i~zs, he 
relocated to Fresno~ California to serve as the pastor for Second Baptist Church. In 1932, Haynes 
accepted an invitation to become pastor of Third Baptist Church in San Francisco. 

Rev. Haynes served as the pastor .of Third Baptist Church from 1932 to 1971 during which 
membership grew from 150 to 3,000 individuals. While much of that growth coincided with an overall . 
spike in thti city's African American population during World War II, Rev. Haynes' leadership was a 
critical factor in that success. During his nearly 40-year tenure as pastor, Haynes emerged· as an 
important leader in the black community and as an influential figure in local civil rights efforts. He 
also oversaw the .church's move to the Western :Addition, wh~e it is currently located. 

Haynes' wife, .Charlie Mae (Crawford) Haynes, was 
a talented. $.:lger, devoted church worker, and a · 
com:munify leader in her own right. She was a long­
time employee of ·the San Francisco Department of: 
Sqcial Services; was involved in church leadership as 
Youth Dh'ector, Youth Choir Dm:ictor, imd 
Counselcir; and was a member of the NAACP and 
the San Francisco Opera Guild. In 1972, she becaine 
the first bla~ wo:mru::t elected to ~bli~ off;ce as a 
representative of fhe San Francisco School Board::io 

Like other black churcl:t ministers in San Francisco. · 
during the first.half of the twentieth century, Rev. 
Haynes was formally educated and had ·ilready 
launched his c:areer in ministry prior to joining third 
Baptist Church.3i While Haynes had proven himself 
as .a leader:in Los Angeles and Fresno e<U"ly in his 
career, he made his most lasting co:i:ttribri.tlons 
during th~ time he spent at Third Baptist Church; 
Described man obitu¥)7 as "one of the nation's 
foremost church figures/' Haynes was widely 
known and admired for his spiritual and 
community leadership. 

Pastor and Wife 

Above: Church program depicting Rev. Frederick D. 
·Haynes, Sr. and Charlie Mae Haynes (Courtesy 
Califom!a Historka! Society) 

30 Biography for Chaiiie Mae (Crawford) H~ynes, Frederick D. Haynes family papers, California Historical Society 
31 Broussard, 55. 
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Above: Camp~i~n flyers fur C:hai"lie_ M_ae Haynes, candidate for Si;1ri Fra.ncisco Board of Education in 1972 
(Courtesy Californi!;l, Hi_sj:9rjcql Societ;y) . 

tt_ 
MRS. CORElTA KING, center, witlo,v\'/i. 
tights leader, Dr. Muriln Luther King, Jr., "'"-":. _ 
Area this week to cndnl'SC- her choict uf oill0j93.fcJ_ 1C" 
I11c:if and ,rntional office. She is .~hnwnn11onCi~[h~ttt~l~~-- ,: 
with local candichttc,. Attv. Vincent llallinun; ~a~i@ai~. '.' 
for SttJH·dur ( 111;rr Judge ·umf Mrs. Charlie· M,~(~!~~;~-~~i1- _ 
atrH_k1.ll(· l11t' du 1;.F, Bo;~r<l ufEd~1rat~~n, · .. ·,: ._.._, .. i'1 ':-L 

I ...-,_, 'l · t-e1to'.ni- ·· ·· 

left: Coretta. Scott King wltll Hayne~, whom she endorsed for $.F. Board of Education in 1972 (Courtesy 
California Historical Society) · 

Right: Sun Reporter' article_ published November 11, 1972 annotmcing Charlie Mae Haynes Board of 
Education caml)aign victory (C_ourtesy California Historical Society) 
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R~ligious Leadership 

first m;id foremost, Rev, Haynes was a tireiess leader of his 
ministry. The church congregation and its budg~t gi:ew 
exponentially under 1tls w~tch - from 50 to ~ore than 3~000 
memqers by the tilµe o.J I.µ$ death in 1971.- and it was .Ilayn~s 
who oversaw the rcl.otjttiorj. of Thi.rd Baptist Churq,. to ·1ts 
current edifice at McAllister and J:>ierce Streets. As evidenc~d 
by the numerous·sqcial progr~ and activities offered at the· 
church, Baynes . ·pr9mo.t~4 ·self~~ciency and . y9uth 
development lllllong <;h.w.<;h nu~mbers, and do~ of ~mf:J;e~ch 
ministries offered opportunities for parlshioners to deepen 
thei.r spiritmµ enrichinent ru:tµ develop leadership skills. Th~ · , 
following passae;e. taken from.. a 1953 article pµblisht!d ip 
religious publication{ Fortnight, describes the transformation of · 
Third Baptist from a struggling to a tbriving.congregation: 

Hospitals, private !:tomes, and public platforms. in .tb.e 
city know this well-groomed, almost dapper figw:e 
who moves from appointment to appointment with 
unhurrie!i precision;. but the date he keeps lllost gla!Ily 

is on Sundays when he faces a floqc wl:µch has growi1 
remarkably since twenty years ago whe.., he .came t:o 
the Third :Baptist diurch as a young man ... 

He was invited. by unanimous vote to the pastorate of 
historic Third. Baptist Omrch in 1932 ... Most of the 
members were. · then: unemployed, and often . the 
Sunday offering .d,id not. exceed thirty dollars. There 
were times when there was no money for .. the .. 
minister,~ salary; Undaunted, the lithe, zealous 
preacher ... put ~e~t intc, ·Ii.ii people, and re-vitalized 
the tji.urch.s2 

A passage fa 4 mbute t9 .R~y. Fiaynes published after his death 
testifies to the impact he had on the personal .and prpfes$io1.1a). 
lives of individual dmrch members: · · · · · 

Most Black p:rofes~on;:tls in the 1940s and '50.Ei qri:!:vv 
upon the human resources of.Rev, Hliynes and 
received great assistahce in. the development of ·tlierr 
profession;tl careei.'s~ through the group commitments 
of Third Baptist Church.33 

32 'Religion: Negro Baptists Migrate,• Fortnight, January 19, 1953. 

Top: Photograph of Rev. Haynes 
published In church anniversary 
program .(Courtesy California Historical 
~octety). 

Bot:tom: Article published in the Sun 
Reporter announcing Haynes electlon as 
president of the California State Baptist 
Convention (Courtesy California 
Historic;:al Society) 

33 'Editorials: A Tribute to Rev. f'.D. Haynes/ date unknown, Frederick 0. Haynes, Sr. family papers, California Historical Society 
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Haynes' iitlluence e~teµded far J,eyond Thir4 Bapt:i.s.t Qturch, however, as he held some of the 
highest-ra!11<m.g p_<:isitjons av~U~le in the .Baptist Church nationally. During the National Baptist 
Convention of 195$, Haynes welcomed and hostE?d over 25,000 members of the Baptist faith to San 
Francisco. He held rtutnerous le,;1.dership positioµs 9yei; _the years including: scholarship committee 
chair for the N~tip~a,l Bapti$t Convention begfur.ring .. m i954, president of the California State Baptist 
Convention from 1960 to 1969, president of_theS;F. Baptist Ministers Union, and membership in the 
Black Ministerial Alliance, a local organization comprised 9£ b1acl< ministers advocating for equity in 
housing, employ:tnep.t, h~alth care, and public :semq~l?,.3:4 · 

Community _Leadership and Civil Rights Activism 

As related 1:>y AI.~li!li :Broussard in Black San Fr!lrids¢(}, Rev. Haynes and a number -of other black 
ministers in th~ Bay Area (.µ1d in the U.S. more generally), assumed the role of community leader . . . . . . . . 

within: broader-civic and political arenas, expanding their sphere of influence across race an~ class 
lines: · 

Black :ministers like j.J. Byers and E.J. Magruder of the First A.M.E. Zion Church and F.b. 
Haynes_ of the Third Baptist Church conun.an.ded _a strong following among rni~dle-clai,s 
black.a ;ind were revered by white city <;iff.ic;ials .as .well. Byers, Magruder, and Haynes were 
major figures in local civil rights activities, -and biacks throughout the Bay Area respect~d 
their 1,tatus and leadership. B1ack ministers occasionally served on local interracial committe~s, 
anc:l we,re designated by white offi.cials ~ liaisons between the city goverrunent and the black 
CQ:qlll)UJ:lfty.35 

Haynes' participation: in a number of interracial organizations such as the Prince Hall Masonic Lodge, 
the Urblf{1. League, ~d the l\JAA~ .further so;J.iq.ified hfo standing both within and outside 0£ the 
black community, He·was_.appointed to several civic:bodies including the Mayors Committee for 
Civic Unity, which advocated for .equity in housing and employment, and the San Francisco Library 
Co:mmiss~on. .MoreoyE!!, qi.any white politiciiU1S loqke4 to Hayn~ as a liaison to the black commui:dty 
and critical figw-~ in winning the support of black :voters.36 During his 1967 reelection campaign! 
former San Francisco Mayor John.Shelley wrote to B:aynes requesting his support, endors_en;,.ent, artd 
consul during:the campaign: "It is a matter· of ~o:risid.ei;able personal importance tom.¢ to be able to 
count on yoil as. being· one of my prime advisors."37 U.S. Vice President Hubert Humphrey; too, 
lobbied for Haynes' endorsement during his ,19.68 run for president: "After the election, if I am eiected 
as President, I will need_your advice and support a:nd itayers. May I count on you?"38 

34 'Rev. Haynes -A Man For All People,• The Sun Reporter, March, 6, 1971. 
s5 Broussard, 63. · 
36 Ibid, 66. 
37 Letter from John Shelley to Haynes, Sr., March 6, 1967, Frederick D. Haynes, Sr. family papers, California Historical Society. 
38 Letter from Hubert Humphrey to Haynes, Sr., October 31, 1968, Frederick D. Haynes, Sr. family paf>Grs, California Historical Society, 
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Above: N~w?paper clippings fro_m a $.Ufl Reporter article published after. Haynes death in 1971. Haynes was an 
influential political leader .and -collabbtated ·c1osely with other civil rights ac;tivists s[JCh as Martin Luther King Jr. 
and Dr, Car.lton B. Goodlett (Courtesy Cplifomia .HJstorical Society) · · 
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As one of the few black civil rights leaders who had settled in the tjty ptjor to World Wa,r II, Haynes 
and his peers, includins Robert B. Flippin, director pf the B.qc:ik~ T. Washington Community Center, 
and Dr. Orrlton B. Goodlett, a prominent physician, newspaper publisher, and civil rights lea:der, 
"helped set the stage for a substantial broadenir!g of the blacl< leadersµip class during the Woi;ld War 
II era/' "\Then San Francisco expi;?rienced a signific;mt jni;rease .jn its black population,,39 This elite 
cohort of black leaders, of which Haynes was a part, "assume{ed] commanding leadership. roles· in 
pushing for full equality and greater opportunity for black San Fraitciscans." 40 Haynes' resume of civil 
rights ~cti~ties spanned decades and causes. 

He participflted in the Black Thursday march of 1934, during which.longshoremen and dock workers 
went on strike in protest of unequal opportunity; he played a key role in the Pacific Telephone 
Company s decision to end its discriminatory Iwfog praqi,cef:l; ;he ;idvocated for. passage of a :Fair . 
Employment. Practice ordinance through his work on the San Francisco Citizens Committee; and he 
fr~enUy spoke alongside other high profile civil rights le<1ders such as the president o( the loi;c!l 
NAACP chapter, the chairman of the United $an Franqsco Freajoµi M;ovement, arid other ieUgious 
leaders, 41 In. fh.e 1960s, Third Baptist Church had ·a Civic and Sooctl Actions Committee and organized 
a weekly "Eace ;Relations Sunday" event.42 

One of Haynes' top civil rights pdodties Waf:l edµca..tiona.l .. equ.ity. Under Haynes' direction, Third 
Baptist Chutcli contributed financial support to the Student Movement Fund, a youth-oriented 
organization aimed at fighting segregation, and also to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,s effort to support, 
as described in a lettet from Haynes to :King, "the activities of our youth, particularly, the students 
that.ate fightitig for equal rights."43 In the spring of 1960, Rev. Haynes invited civil rights leaders, Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Dr. Ralph Abernathy, to a citywide mass meeting on the topic of in:int;>rity 
youth i~the San F~ancisc~ public education system. The following is an excerpt from Haynes' initial 
lettert6 the two, dated June 27, 1960: 

Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett, Physician and Publisher of out leading Negro .newspaper, is th¢ 
moving figure in our community to bring about aroµsed and .intei:este<;l · citizenry in support of 
~olil,lJ~ting a hideous and sinister movement within the framework of ~ur school syste~. This 
insidious · pattern is unlike that found in the Southern areas of Americai there, pi;o­
segregationists are bold in proclaiming their undemo·cratjc ideals.: ther~£ore, th~ S.O.S. (Sw.dy 
oud~choofo) Committee would be extremely honored to ~ye your service at a city-wid~ MMs 
:Meeting, to be held on or about, May the 17111, th~ Anciversary of thelustoric Supreme Court 
edict of 1954.« 

A sµbseqpent letter to Pr. Abernathy dated March 15, 1.96() furth~r ~lains the purpose of the event: 

The objective of this mass gathering is Qf a two-folµ ~tu.re, First of all, to review the hii;.foric 
decision of the Supreme Court and secondly, to raise .. funds for the purpose of exploring our 

3!i Broussard, 7 4. 
4µ lbid.,.183. 
41 Virginia Smith, 'Over 4000 People Gather to Mourn Religious Leader,' The Peninsu/q Bu//eUn Weekly, March 6, 1971; 'S.E Negro Rally 
Today at City Hall,' date and source unknown, Fredertck D. Haynes, Sr. family papers, Calffornia Hislortcal Society. 
42 T~lrd Baptist Church documents, Frederick D. Haynes, Sr. family papers, California Hisforlcal Society. 
43 Letter to pr. A,L. Davis, Jr. from Rev. Frederick D. Haynes, June 27, 1960; !.etter to. MLK Jr. from.Rev. Fredertck D. Haynes, June 27, 
1960, Frec\er.ick D. Haynes, Sr. family papers, California Histoncal Society. 
441bid, 
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lqcal school system; with the object in mind to expose any vicious or ~nister method 1;,ei.ng 
used agajnst the minorities.45 

Haynes also endeavored to build the economic capacity and alleviate poverty among black San 
Frantj.s¢~. It was dµring Haynes' te:nure when Third Baptist Credit .Union was formed (which later 
mergei:l with American Baptist Credit Union) and w4~ a major affordable housing project in. tl)e 
Western Addition was spearheaded ht order to provide low-cost housing to the city's growing biack 
poptilatiC>p. during and following World War IL While the housing-development was_not completed 
u,ntil ;1972 ~ .a year .u:ter his pa,ssing - it was nap:ied the Frederick Douglas Haynes Gardens in his 
honor. . . 

During the Haynes era, Third Baptist Church begail. its long ttadition of serving as a platform for 
ttatiomilly-lmown black figures, civil rights activists, irJ.t~ecj:uals, artists, ap,d cultural jcons. Among 
those :who .spoke or performed at Third Baptist Chµicll during the Haynes er!l- w~e: .. civil rights 
leader, Dr. Martin Lutl:ter King Jr.; W.E.B. Du Bois, who along with his wife, Charlie Mae Haynes, 
choi:;e Third Baptist Church as the venue for their West Coast lectures as well as for br. Du Bois' 9Qtli 
birthday celebration; musician, actor, and civil rights acfi;v.ist, :Paul Robeson; /llld wort<Hl:lmolis 
entertainer{ activist, and French Resistance agent, Josephine Baker. 

Right: A 1958 Third Baptist Church special 
event prpgram featuring Mahalia Jackson, 
known as the "Queen of Gospel. n Gospel music 
has continuously been an integral component 
of Third Baptist Church's spiritual and 
educational services. (Courtesy Third Baptist 
Church) 
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45_ Letter to Dt. Abernathy from Frederick D. Haynes, March 15, 1960, Frederick D. Haynes, Sr. family papers, California _Historical Socieiy. 
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.Above: W.E.B. Du Bois, founder cif the ·National. Assodai:ion for the Ad\lancement oi' Colored People (NAACP) 
addresses the members of Third Baptist Church In 1958 (Courtesy African American Historical and Cultural 
~~ . . . 
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Haynes Runs for District Supervisor 

Jn 1945, Ha,ynes became the first.African American to :run:fot the Sc!,i:i Fra,riqsco Board of Supervisors, 
running again in 1947 and 1951 . .Although he was u.nsuccessful in s~cu.i;itjg a seat on the Board, his 

· campaigns elevated the ~uses ~-_cared so .deeply about.· A -~paign fly~ reads: "I h~ve pledged 
myseJf to fight to my dyµig d,ay tci ·wipe out discrirrunati.oli. against: Ini.TJ.c>l::ity' racef1 in. the economical, 
political, and social life.of O.W: city; state, and nation."M A~ a cancli.date, !:Jaynes. defended lc;1bor unions 
and called for art end t_~ cJ!scrhitl:natfon in employment and lic:iusini racially .restrictive covenants, and 
segre$ation in public· spa<;ef: <IIi<{places of btiSiness. . · · 

Above: An SF Reporter article published September 20, 1947 showing ·Rev. Haynes as ·he files for the office of City Supervisor 
. . . {Courtesy California Hi~orical Society) 

Jn 1951, Haynes received the endorsement of key civil rights, labor, and left~leaning organizations: the 
San Francisco Ministerial .Alliance, the Union Labor Party-APL, the S®:Francisco do Council, and 
the Fillmore Democratic Cl~b. The following passage comes :from ~tate#ient written by Dr. Haynes 
announcing his candidacy foi:: Supervisor, published :by the $_un Repo.rter °.n. September 1, 1951: 

Once ~gain we have come to the task of selectmg a. mayor. and. :members of the Board of 
Supervisors of our city. During these perilous times: it is important that every citizen gives 
serious consideration to the election of men of integrity, h.~11.esty c!hd intelligence, to public 
office. I feel that th~ ~decti.on of rep:i;esentatives:. ot. n;p.1.10:rity group:;;, such ai; Me:xican­
Americans, Japanese and Chinese--Americans, arid Negroes, is a significant and important 
undertaking. Minority people should have representatives in every election campaign. During 
the campaign of 1945. and 1947 it w~ my good fortun_e apd ho1.1.9r to have been selec:l;ed as the 

46 Campaign flyer for Frederick D. Haynes' n:m for Supervisor, Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr. famlly papers, California Historical Society. 
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candidate of the Negro community_ for the Board of $upervisors. I am happy to say that I not 
only received the support of the majority of Ill.Y owri group, but also the support of thousands 
of other citizens in our city ... 

JOIN THE FIGHT TO 
ELECT HA YNES 
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Above: Haynes Sµpervisorial campaign -flyer (Courtesy .califoi"liia Historical Society) 

As Broussard notes, the fact that B:.iynes received 36,000 votes in 1951 "was impressive for a black 
candidate in the early 1950s," and. evidence that "some whites also vo_ted for Haynes." 47 While he lost 
the election, Haynes' campaigns spurred, the emergence of ¢.e bia,ck community as a political force to 
be reckoned with in san Franci.sco. flrom that point 011, white politicia,ns in the city sought support 
from black voters and African Americans were increasirtgly appointed to positions on civic boards 
and commissions. 

47 Broussard, 238. 
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Urban Renewal and Community Responses in the Western Addition 

From 1948 to 1970, several neighborhoods in San Francisco, including the Western Addition, were 
radically transformed during a series of urban renewal projects. :As described.in San Francisco Modern 
ArcJiiteqture and Landscape Design 1935-1.970: 

Urban renewal changed the face of entire neighborhoods in San.Francisco and nationwide 
from 1:Q.e 191:>0s to th,e early 197Qs. In the postwar years, central-city areas were often seen as 
congested and increasingly -obsolete, as. they lost t4eh: share of econon:µc ac;ti..vity relative to 
the boo:rning suburbs. Older urbanresidenti'ai neighborhoods were viewed as blighfeq i;lums. 
A W9rks Progress Administration survey in 1939 found that over half of the properties in the 
Western Addition and South of. Ma:J:'1<.et .ar~ were substandard. San Francisc;o's first master 
pll;lll, in 194(>, identified four areas of blight the Western Addition, South .of Market, t."ie 
Mission bisttict, and Chinatown. Around.this time the federal government began to subsidize 
redevelopment of urban areas. Title·~ ofthe Housing Act of 1~49 facilitated tedevelopme1;1t by 
givinglocal public agencies the power to acquire land through eminent do~ ang. to ciel:ll', 
prepare and coordinate new development on' the assembled parcels of land. The federal 
government paid for two-thirds of the costs needed to .acquire and clear .the land. "Slum 
clearance" was to be a major aspect; th!: initial legislation required urban renewal ptojects to 
destroy one unit of housing for each new one built 

The task of coordinating urban renew?i fell to newly created local redevelopment 1,1gencies. 
The San Francisco Redevelopment Agency (SFRA) und~took eight redevelopment projects 
from 1948 through 1970, with the five most substantial being Western Addition A~l and A-2, 
Diamond Heights, Golden Gateway, and Yerba Buena Center ..• 

Criticism of urban renewal grew riatiortwide during the 1960s. Redevelopment projects were 
time-consuming and expensive and displaced .thousands of residents .and businesses from 
areas that were not necessarily "blighted." Some referred to urban · renewal as "Negro 
removal." Studies found that many tl~placed residents were paying considerably more for 
only marginally better housing atid were devastated by ·the loss of their familiar 
neighborhoods and <connections to fri.ends, family, and neighborhood groups. Many. of the · 
housing units destroyed, while perhaps substandard, were not replace:d, · With equally 
affordable housing. About 650,000 hotisrng units were destroyed •nationwide, but only about 
250,000 replacement units were built on the same site. In San Francisco 6,000 housing units 
were destroyed in redevelopII1ent ar~as. by 1969, with less than 1,000 units built to replace 
them. Much of the demolished building stock consiste~ of residential buildings constructed 
during the Victorian-era. A,bout on.e-fplJfth .of the families displaced from the Western 
Addition A-1 project relocated to adJac~nt ;:ir~, "tl:iwi · finding themselves ui the path of 
Western Addition A-2 bulldozers just a few years later." 

The Western Addition Community. Organization (WACO) and Tenants and Owners in 
Opposition to Redevelopmoot (TOOR) formed to d~.md. adequate .replacement housing as 
part of the Western Addition A-2 and Yerba Buena Center projects, respectively. 

Third Baptist Church fell just outside the boundary of Project Area A-2, which was a "60-block, 277-
acre swath of the Western Addition," shown in the map below.4s 

~ Kelley, Williams, VerPlanck, San Francisco Planntqg Department 125. 
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Map showing Redevelopment" Project Areas A-1. and A-2 Source.: San Frantisto Redevelopment Agency 

The Board of Supervisors approved the redevelopment projett A:2 on Oc_toper _15, 1964, but-plans did 
not move forward until 1966 "in part because the federal government>wi.thheld HUD funds following 
the passage of Proposition 14" and jg p~rt due to "hi.wsuits filed 'by WACO [that] further delayed 
construction.''49 While Third Baptist Church was not physically irnp_a_cted. by the_ project, many of its 
members, and many of the city's African American residents. more broadly, were at risk of 
displacement. By 1969, a coaHtion coptprised of cmmmµtlty orga:nizations ~ known as the Project Area 
Committee (PAC) - was formed fo · serve as an official represeritative of the Western Addition 
neighborhood in deaHngs with the Redevelopment Agency. The Baptist Ministers Union, of which 
Rev. Haynes was president, joined: ~he PAC in. its_-work to adyocate qn be(ialf of the interests of 
neighborhood residents. A 1969 article published by-the Sun Reporter entif:l~d, "A-2 Housing: Western . . ... 
Addition Power and Unity," documents a meeting between PAC and the Redevelopment Agency: 

In a beautiful and powerful di~play of unity, various groups and residents of.the w estem 
Addition appeared together before the Redevelopment Agency Tuesday to present a program 
for housing construdionht the Western Addition, The riew group, representing 45 
organizations, is called the Project Area Committee and was formed during the last week in 
consultation with Percy Steele of the Urban League and many other community leaders. 

Dr. Wesley Johnson, PAC spoki;sman, c.ommented to the Agency: "You're always asking us, 
'What do you people want? Well; now we're going to tell you what we want." Johnson, Rev. 
Hannibal Williams of WACO, Rid Ri_dley of the EOC_ and Ulysses Montgomery then 
explained P AC's position. Williams made it pointedly clear J:hat WA CO, .the organization. 
responsible for the U.S. District Court injunction halting forced relocation in the Western 

i 9 Maiy Brown, San Francisco Modem Archllecture and Landscape Design, 1935-1970. 
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Addition, favored housing construction and wa:s willing to work with the :Redevelopment 
Agency in this endeavor. 

PAC spokesmen proposed th.at the agency grant official recognition to the new organization 
as the representative of the total Western Addition community-. The 11-point pfrigram 
presented by PAC included the following rec;Qmmendati.ons: Encourag¢ residents' 
involvement in all phases of the Western Addition urban renewal project to the fullest extent 
possible; Submission of all proposals for the J\...'i. area to PAC, before submission to HUD or 
any other agencies, for approval; Comp\eti<'.>n of a survey of the Western Addition prJor to 
determining urban renewal plans for the A-:2 are.:i.; .And continuation of pr~ent l:!-gertcy 
programs for rehabilitation by non-:-profit co:rnmuriity groups of buildings owned hy the 
agency ... 

'Ihe multitude of community support for PAC includes the Japanese Nihon Madu 
Development Corporation, the Baptist :Micisters Union, the John Hale Medical Society, the 

. EOC, the Buchanan YMCA and th~ Nti:dtoWJl Park Committee for an futegrated Ccu;rirminity.so 

Compared to the earJ.!.er A-1 redevelopment ptcijec!:that took place in a comparativeiy smaller portion 
of the Western Addition known as Jap;mtown, the A-2 redevelopment pi:oject inc;ludeci more low-cost 
housing as a direct result of the demands made by groups like PAC and the International Longshore 
and Warehouse Union (ILWU). fu addition, the ILWU developed an alternative project plan that 
called for a phased approach so th.at "th~e woul,t be no mass exodus from existing· housing' and 
assisted black or$anizations to create co-op apartment complexes in the neighborhood. As stated in 
the Draft African American Historic Context Statement: 

Estimates of the number of people displaced from A-2 were as high as 13,500, with 60 percent 
forced to move out of the Western Additi6n and 15 percent away from San Francisco. 
altogether. Though some African Aiu.~~ eventually returned, especially once the low and 
moderate-income developments were completed in the early 1970s, redevelopment. 
permanently removed a large stock of affordable housing, replacing it with fewer.than 300 

units of subsidized housing. By 1971, the Family Service Agency of San Francisco 
i:ecommended that the .:i.gency cease qny furlh.er demolition activ:i,ty or relocations from A-2 
because of a worsening citywide housing crisis;S1 

5iJ Marion Fay, 'A-2 Housing: Western Addition Power and Unity,' the Suh Reprirter, January 11, 1969. 
s1 Kelley, Williams, VerPlanck, San Francisco Plannlng Department, 127. 
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A Lasting Legacy 

As the pastor of Third Baptist Church for nearly 40 years,· Reverend Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr. 
oversaw a dramati~ growth in the church's membership and b1,1.dget, forged the creation of numerous 
.comm:unity programs .µid services, and spearheaded the construction of its new church - one of the 
earliest properties built by and for African Americans .irt San: Francisco. Upon his p!J.ssing in 1971, 
Haynes' significant contclbutions as a ·religious and community leader were highly celebrated. The · 
following paiis11ge, published in a tribute to the late pcjStor, aptly describes the religious leader's 
emphasis on sotial justice: 

Under Rev. Haynes' drivi..ng deq.ication to socialjustice, Third Baptist Church developed into 
a bastion of strength, a refuge and a forum for courageous men and women hounded and 
punished by the Establishment for their vigorous exercise ()f dissent and independence. 

Haynes' accop:i.pJjshn;i.en!:s al!io speak _to the tireless work 
of those with whom he collaborated, namely, the memb~s . 
of his congregation and · fellow community activists . · 
engaged in focal. and national civil :i;ights stru&gles. 1\.s 
noted by Brousi;;aid, whil¢ "the persistent and determined 
struggle had not achieved racial equality for black _San: 
Franciscans or . black westerners by the mid-196Qs" 
significant ground had been made in many ~ses and 
African Americans.commanded more political power than 
any prior time period.52 

Upon Rev. Haynes passing jn 1971, Assistant Pastor Rev. 
James Spencer assumed the role as interim pastor. In 1972, 
Haynes Sr.'s son, Rev. Frederick Douglas Haynes, Jr. 
became the congregation's next perm.anent pastor, 
although he served hi that capacity only three years before 
his untimely death in 1975. During that short time period, 
however, ~v. H!l}'il<:!s, Jr. was able to ;mal<e sevei.tl 
important contripµ.tions, including a prison ministry and 
the completion of a job bis father had started - building a . 
large affordable hqusirig development in th!;? We$te-m 
Addition. It was · ~¢4 the Frederick Douglas Haynes 
Gardens in honor of Rev. Haynes, Sr. 

52 Ibid. 
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Above: A 1972 article (source unknown) 
documents the groundbreaking ceremony for 
Frederick Douglas Haynes Gardens. The 
article notes that Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett was 
the chairman of the Third Baptist Church 
housing committee and expressed fears that 
the new housing development would be 
racitllly segrega~d. {Courtesy California 
Historical Society) 
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Below: Dozens of 13ay Area newspapers featureq stories about Rev. Haynes Sr. and the tho~sanas Vfho c:ittended his 
funeral services following his death in.197L (Courtesy California Historical Society) 
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The Amos C. Brown Era 

In 1976, Reverend Amos C. Brown became pastor of Third Baptist Church where he continues to.serve 
alongside his wife, first lady of the church, Jane E. Brown. The legacy of civil rights activism that was 
established under previous pastors, most notably Rev. Frederick D. Haynes, Sr., has continued to 
grow t,irtder the leadership of Rev. Brown, 

The Makings of a Minister and Civil Rights Activist 

B.rown was born in Jackson, Mississippi in 19411 the son of a preacher and the youngest in a family of 
eight children. He received his education at Morehous.e College, Crozer Theological Sem:i:nirty, cµid the 
United Theological Seminary where he earned a doctorate degree in ministry; l)is doctoral dJsi;ertation 
was entitfed, ''faitablishing an Educational Standard for an African-Amerkan Baptist Ch~ch in the 
21•1 Century." 

Prior to joining Third Baptist Church in 1976, Rev. iJ.rowi::t served as pastor of Saint Patil's Baptist 
Church. in West Chester, Pennsylvania and Pilgrim Baptist Church in St. Paul, Minnesota: While in. 
West Chester; Brown "had the signal honor of being the first Black, first Oergyman and you.ngest 
member to serve on the West Chester Area Sd1.qol .Bqard in its history'' il!ld "in 1967, he. led a 
campaign which caused the West Chester Borough O;iwicil to enact one of the strongest operi housing 
ordinances in the nation."53 While in St. Paul, Brown "served as a member of the St. Paul Piannmg 
Commission, NAACP President, three sessions as Qtapl~ of the Minnesota State $enate," ;.md 
founded.the Benjamin E. Mays Fundamental Schooi.54 

Brown began his career in social activism at the age of i4 in :response to the ·lynching of Emmitt Tili in 
Mississippi in 1955. The horrific mu:rder moti~ated Browri to organize the NAACP's first ever youth 
council in the state of Mississippi the same year. In 1956 at the age of 15, Brown's mentor; the late 
NAACP Field Secretary, Medgar Evers, brought rum to San Francisco to attend the national 
convention of the NAACP. It was at that time when Brown first met Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Brown 
sp6ke during the convention's Youth Night as the president of the Mississippi Youth Council1 and met 
other inspirational leaders including Clarence Mitchell, Roy Wilkins, Ruby Hurley, and A. Philip 
Randolph who made a profound impact on him. It was also during this NAACP convening when 
Bro'Wn first worshipped at Third Baptist Church, not knowing lhat he would return decades later in 
1976 .to become its pastor. 

It was during his undergraduate studies at Morehouse College from 1959-1964 when .Brown. rejoined 
with Martin l,uther King, Jr. in the civil rights struggle. Brown. was one of eight students to have taken 
the. only college course ever taught by Martin Luther King jr., held ·during the spring semester 0£1962. 
While at Morehouse, Brown served as president of the school's NAACP chapter. During; the summers 
he volunteered as a Freedom Rider in Mississippi, and served as youth field secretary for the NAACP 
fo;r the sta,tes of Georgia, Mississippi, and South Carolina. & part of his civil rights activism, Brown 
led a ;Toeel-in'' at the white First Baptist Church in Atlanta, Which resulted in the des¢gr~gation 0£ 
the Southern Baptist institution. He was also instrumental m the .desegregation of Tybee Beach in 

53 Biographical Sketch of Amos C. Brown, Frederick D. Haynes, Sr. family papers, California Historical Society, 
R~ . 
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Georgia, where he organized a "Wade-in." Rev. Brown was later elected as the National Chairman of 
tlte Youth Committee, a role he performed fr.o:tri New York City. 

In its January 15, 2015 cover story celebrating the leg~cy of Dr. Martin Luther King and the "life-time 
of advocacy of Dr. Amos C. Brown,." f:he-Sun.:.Reporter notes the shared experience of the two leaders: 

[Reverend Brown] learned first-hand ft'.om Dr. King the .im.portance of ponviolence in the 
struggle for civil and human rights. Or. Brown was one of a handful of students in the only 
coµrse t;hat Dr. King taught at Morehouse titled, "The Philosophy of Nonviolence/'55 

Brown married Jane E. Smith, a student and fellow civil rights activist at Spelman College fo Atlanta 
whom: he met while enrolled at Morehouse College. 56 Smith stood beside Brown at the "Kneel-in" at 
Fjrst Bapf:ist and later graduated from North Centraj. CoUege with a mast.er's degree in inlsines~. In 
1976, the couple relocated to San Francisco where Rev, Brown became the pastor of Third l3aptist 
Church. Smith later established her own real estate business in San Francisco. so that blacks would 
have equal opportunities to acqujre housing. the :Browns have three children.s1 
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r=::.;1':!:!: Leff: On January 15, 
iois, the Sun Reporter 
published a special 
edition paper that 
ceiebrated the lifetime 
Work and achievements 
of br. Martin Lui:her King 
Jr. and his protege, Dr. 
Amos C. Brown 
{Courtesy Third Baptist 
Church) 

5s Ashley-Ward, Amelia, "Remembering Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr; And Saluting His f>rotege Dr. Amos C. Brown.-. Sun Reporter, January 
15, 2015. 
56 David P. Cline, Oral Interview with Amos C. Brown, March, 2, 2013. 
fil The Browns' three children are David Brown, Kizzie Brown-Duah; .and Amos C. Brown, Jr. David Brown Is an actor in Los Angeles and 
founder of his own Rim Festival •rndia Night· He has done much to lielp aspiring actors, film producers and writers get their start in the 
motion picture profession. The Brown's daughter, Kizzie Brown-Duah, :is a social worker and community developer In New York. She 
shares with her husband, Kingsley Duah, a successful rea.l estate and tailing business called, 'The Prlvelege Group.• The eldest son, 
Amos C. Brown, Jr., is a manger in the Parks division of the Genesis automobile dealership in Los Angeles County. 
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Community Programs at Third Baptist Church Expanded 

In the last 40. decades since Rev. Brown was called to minister at Third Baptist Church, the 
congregation has i,macte.d a variety of new social and educational ir.itiatives in respons~ to community 
needs. Initiatives range from youth and educational programs, refugee support services, and senior 
citizen outreach, to ovii:: ~agement, voter registration, and the developm!;I).~ of affordable housing. 
The strong emphasis on youth development promoted under Rev. Haynes' tenure deepened m1der 
Rev. Brown'sleadership. As recounted in a biographical sketch of Dr .. Bi:owri.: 

Upon asstiri:rip.g the. pastorate of Third Baptist Church in June of 1976, he immediately led the 
congregation to assess the social and spiritual needs of .the conimunify; A blue ribbon 
committee spent considerable time studying the needs ot the church and community. One 
finding was that the educational needs were great aipong a1a:c:ks in, San Francisco.· On the 
heels of thts study, there was a crying need for someone to be an advocate for Black educators 
who were experiencing unjust employment practices. It wa~ Pastor Brown who led the first 
successful boycott of the schools, calling attention to the plight of Black students and 
professionals.,.From this ~ccessful effort, the church waa inspired to establish a summer 
school program for students K-12.. Currently there are 248 students ~olled in the program.58 

Educational programs :begun 
during the tef\ure of ·Rever~d 
Brown include the Freedom 
Summer·School, established in 
1978; ihe "Back o:r:i Track" K~12 
mentoring and afterschool 
program, a collaboration 
between Third Baptist and 
Temple Emanu-El 
Congregation; the "Student of 
Promise: Closmg the 
Achievement Gap Initiative," 
another collaboration ·between 
the church and temple 
Emanu-El aimed at improving 
the edu~tional outcomes for 
blacks, Latinos, arid Asian 
Pacific Isfandets; and the 

Charles A. Tindley Academy of 
Music, aim~ · ~t k!;ieping 
gospel musical traditions alive. 
Many of these programs take 

I 
Above: Rev. Ainos C, Brown addresses congregation at Third Baptist Church 
(Courtesy Third Baptist Church) · · · · · 

place in the ground .floor of the youth center and fellowship hall. or in fhe gymnasium. The 
gymnasium also continues to provide a space for young members of the congregation and the 
surrounding neighborhood to engage in physical activity, and serves as a venue .for orie-on-oile 
physical and mental health services and counseling. In addition, Third Baptist Church has continued 

ss Biographical Sketch of Amos C. Brown, Frederic~ D. Haynes Sr. family papers, California Hlstorical Society 
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to offer its hallmark college scholarships to youth 
members of its congregation. As a longtime chair of the 
ch1,1Icl(s scholarship co:qunittee, Mrs .. Jane E. Brown 
has raised over $100,000 towards college scholarships.59 

Brown's legacy of cominunity outreach also includes 
aid to African refugees of war and an effort to develop 
transcontinental ties · between the U.S. and Africa. 
Brown learned the importance of being what he refers 
to as a "world citizen" during a trip to Africa in 1964 
through a program called Operations Crossroads 
Africa . .Amidst the ht1.manitarian crisis spurred by wars 
in Ethiopia and Eritrea in the 1970s, Third Baptist 
sponsored over 2,500 refugees and opened the African 
Refugee Resource Center (first housed in the basement 
of the youth center and fellowship building) to help 
resettle thousands of refugees in need of housing. The 
first refugees to arrive stayed at the home of Rev. 
Brown and his wife, Jane K Brown, who turned their 
living room into telllporary housing for refugees until 
the church was ·able to lease a large Victorian flat at 
1341-1342 McAllist~r to :serve as a more permanent 
sh~lter for .~fa.gees: N~ed the "Refugee ~ouse,'' the 
property is still,. ·owned by Third Baptist Church and 
continues to ~dioO: ni. the sam~ capacity. In the 1990s, 
Brown was . One of . the founding organizers of an 
African-African American Stunl):iit held in Cote d'Ivoire,. 
Abidjan, Ivory Coast in Africa. Through the summit, 
organizers sought 'to "build relationships across the 
Atlantic ... to ~e/illy" l:lelp Africa go to the next level in 
terms ·of dev~opm~t. in areas of education, economic 
empowerment, and community development."60 

A Leading Voice in: San Francisco 

Above: Reverend Amos C. Brown in front of 
Third · _Baptist Church, circa 1970s (Courtesy 
Third_ Baptist Chu_rch) 

Thi~d Baptist Chutcli du.ring the Rev. Brown era has continued to serve as a:i:t important political voice 
for .Afi.ican Amim,catis m San Francisco. ·Reflecting on the role that Thhd Baptist Church has played in 
the community, ~irst Lady Jane E. Brown, stated: "Third Baptist has al.ways been a leader. So I expect 
it will continue. if there's something in the community that needs fo be done, usually Third Baptist 
takes the lead."61 

59 Third Baptist Church website, Thirdbaptlstorgltbc-yesterday, accessed May 11, 2017. 
so David P. Cline, Oral Interview with Amos C. Brown, March, 2, 2013. 
s1 Third Baptist Church, ·Third Baptist Church of San Francisco: 1Bd1h Anniversary Documentary,' 2012. 
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Through its socially progressive practices and 
policies, Third Baptist <;hurch has remained 
at the forefront of social issues in San 
Francisco. For example, Rev. Brown ordained 
the first female preacher and deacon and h:as 
encouraged. women to assume leadership 
positions within the church1 a decision that 
was not met without controversy. In response 
to Dr. Brown;s action, the California State 
Bap~t Corivention apelled Third Baptist 
Church from the convention, although the 
church was eventually reinstated. 'Ibi.rd 
13aptist has also offered onsite HIV and AIDS 
testing, and in 2008 opposed Prop 8, created 
by· opponents of gay marriage.62 Trµstee 
Ministry Chairman of Third Baptist Church, 
Preston. J; T-uiner, describes the church as 
having ''a social conscience."63 

Above: Rev. Amos c. Brown with San Francisco Mayor 
EJj'NiO ~ee behind the pulpit of Third Baptist Church 
{Courtesy Third Baptist Church) 

Third llaptist Chu,rch has a long tradition of hosting key .figures in progressive politics and.black arts 
arid etilture. The church has frequently served as the venue of choice for politicians wishin,g to address 
African American audiences atid constituents in northern California: Jesse Jackson made Thir<l°Baptist 
011.e of his first stops during his 1984 J}.$. presidential campaign and in 2002 President William Ointon 
attended the church's 150th anniversary celebration in honor of Dr. Brown, bis longti.:me· ttiend and 
early ~pporter. On~ of the church's 1~dmark events was a cultural program entitled, "SOYeari, of 
Choral Music from 3rd Baptist Church,'' which celebrated the longstanding choral traditions that had 
become a fixture of the church.64 

As a reputable community leader( ·Rev. Browri has been invited to sit on several 1:Joard.s and 
commissions such as the National Baptist Convention on Civil Rights, the San Francisco chapter of the 
NAACP (where he served as president), m1d the Board of Directors of the NAACP. In 1982, Brown 
was app~inted by then-Mayor Diane Feinsteirt to serve on the Community College Governing Bqard, 
and was elected for a second term in 1984, Jri 1996 Brown became the second African ~erlcari to 
hold a seat with the San Francisco Board of Supervisors when he was appointed by former Mayor 
Willie Brown; he was elected to carry out" a second term in 1998.65 

As xelated i.ri a 2015 article published by the Sun-Reporter entitled, "Dr. Brown's Activism Praised.By 
Colleagues In the Struggle For Civil and Human Rights": 

Dr. Amos C. Brown's leadership as :('astor of San Francisco's historic Third 'Baptist Church, as 
a local and national leader in the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) ·and his activism in th~ struggle for civil and hum~ rights for all A~eri~~ 

S2 Leslie Fulbright and Matthai Kuruvila, 'Prop 8 rivals seek support in black churches,' SF Gate, October 22, 2008. 
a3 Oral communicaiions with Preston J. Turner, Trustee Ministry Chainnan of Third Baptist Church, March 29, 2017. . 
64 Clarence Johnson, 'The New S.i=. Supervisorsffo Amos Brown, This Job is Fulfillment of Destiny,' SF Gate, May 28, ~996; Leah 
Garchlk, 'Clinton to help celebrate,' Sf Gate, June 19, 2002; David P. Cline, Oral Interview with Amos C. Brown, March, 2, 20~~. 
es David P. Cline, Oral lnteri'iew with Amos C. Brown, March, 2, 2013 
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has gained him the respect and admiration 0£ his peers, including many of the nation's 
prominent leaders of aii races and. faiths. 

Wotds used to describe Brown .include "prophetic," "brilliant'' and "the gold standard of 
leadership." · 

Longtime Civil Rights leader and Rainbow Push Coalition President, the Rev. Jesse Jackson, 
who was one of Dr. Martin Luther King's lieutenants, said of Dr. Brown, "He stood with 
MLK; at his feet as a ~denti:n the.m.i.ly class Dr. l(ing ever taught. Rev. Brown kepi: high the 
banner of justice and equality, w~ving high hi the air. I consider him a personal friend and 
mentor;" 

Rosiyn Browck, Chail,"i:nan, pf the NAACP National Board 0£ Director~ sai.d, "Dr. Amos C. 
Brown has served as ·a:. member .and coritim1ed his commitment to the NAACP during his 
years as a Morehouse college st:uderit;,.We are proud to have him as a member of our board 
of directors, which he serves so effec;±i,vely." ~. ~ 

For the Rev. Al Sharpton President, National Action Network and host of MS-NBC' s ''Politics 
Nation," "Amos C: Brown petso:rufies Black activism, the Black church and Black tradition, in 
an unparallel!:!d and uniqt,te wc1y. For ope man to serve so strong, for so long, p:uts .hiin ip a 
category by himself/'66 

The current president of the San Francisco Board 0£ Supervisors and District 5 representative, London 
Breed, has been a lifelong member of· Third Baptist Church. In a documentary yideo celebrating the 

· church's 150th Anniversary, Breed - who was then the executive director of the African American Art 
& Culture Complex - reflected on the significance of Third Baptist Church: 

'Third Baptist for me is a partner .. It's about bringing community together. It's about teaching 
us about our history to make· sure we never forget how important it is for us to maintain our 
spi..11.tual c~ter and at .the same time using our history and understandmg wha,t our 
community is really about and taking the opportunity to be engaged politically in order to 
make things better for our co.inrri,unity,67 

Under the leadership of Dr. Amos C. Brown, Third Baptist Church continues to fulfill a aitical role in 
. promoting black community ;elf-determh'tation and advocating on issues that matter to San 
Francisco's African .American popuiati.on. Having come of age in the South during the Civil Rights 
era, Amos Brown actively part:icipated in desegregatiori. activities like Freedom Sµriu:ner, studied 
~der Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr. in the only college course King ever taught, and proved himself as 
an influential young leader of the NAACP during his high school and college years .. Dr. Brown's 
ministerial calling brought him t<> Third Baptist Church in 1976 where he expanded 1.1pon the activist 
underpinnings 0£ previous :ministers, including Rev. Frederick Douglas Haynes, Sr. 

66 Gail Berkley, "Dr. Brown's Acfivism Praised By Colleagues In The Struggle For Civil and Human Rights,' Sun-Reporter, January 15, 
2015. 

57 Third Baptist Church, 'Third Baptist Church of Sari Francisco: 160th Anniversary Documentary,' 2012. 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 

The. history of Third Baptist Church, formerly the First Colored Baptist Church of San Franci~co, is 
documented in two existing preservation planning documents:-the State of California's AppJicaf;iori far 
Registration of Historical Landmark for the church'~ original location at 1642-44 Grant Avenue (fo~erly 
Dupont Street) in San Francisco, and the Draft African American Historic Context Statement. Additional 
information about the history of the church and its role in the civil rights movement is d<:>CUillent¢d in 
Black San Francisco: The Struggle for Racial Equality f1i tJze West, 1900-1954 by Albert S. Broussard, .as well 
as church archives and source documents, including several anniversary books published by the 
church and archival documents on file at the California Historical Society, the San Francisco Africq11 
American Historical and Cultural Soi;iety, theSa:n Frantjsco History Room of the San Frartcisc;o.fµl;,lic 
Library, and, qi local newspapers. A bibliography for further inforr:nation about the history of Third 
Baptist Church is included at the end of this document. 
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ARTICLE 10 REQUIREMENTS SECTION 1004(1:l} 

Bouodaries of the Landmark Site 
Encompassing all of and limited to Lot 013 in Assessor's Blppc 0778. 

Character Defining Features 
Whenever. a building, site, object, or landscape is und~ consideration for Articll;! 10 Lanclrrtark 
designation, the Historic Preservation Commission is required to identify c..haracter-defining features 
of the property. This is done to enable owners arid. th¢ public to understand which elements are 
consid¢re~ rno~t irrlportant to preserve the ·histori~ Md lµ'chitectural character of the p1:oposed 
landmark. Character-defining features include all. primary exterior elevations, f<;mn, ma!lsing, 
structure,·architectural ornament and materials identified as: 

• Existing siting of the church complex, including: the church building, its attached courtyard 
entryw~y with platform, raised staircase, .and curvilinear entablature at the comer of 
McAllister and Pierce Streets; a bell tower :connected to the church building by the curvilinear 
entablature at the top of the staircase; and the youth center and fellowship building located in 
the.soµtheast portion of the property towards the rear of the site 

Church Building 

Exterior 

• On.~sfory ( double height) with m~zanine, rectangular building plan 
• Hipped roof 

Bell Tower 
• Detached rectangular bell tower . 
• Scored border and three raised vertical bands on the east and west elevations of the bell tower 
• Scoraj square pattern, indented, from each sitje on the north elevation of bell tower 
• Vertical wood ribbon windows with divided:lit~ on north elevation of bell tower 
• Decorative square voids toward the top of the bell tower on all sides 
• Cross Qmament at top of bell tower 

Courtyard atnorth elevation 
• Brick staircase at the comer of Pierce and M~ter Streets with integrated red brick planters 
• Co~c;l, featurizlg a concr~e platfor,iri t:pat ieads to the main entrance of the sanctuary 
• Columns :and curvilinear entablature above courtyard at front of entrance, sited at the comer 

of.McAllister and Pierce Streets 
• Decorative terracotta- tile shaped as a $.t~ and inlaid into the concr~te platform at the top of 

staircase. at Pierce and McAllister Streets · 
• An octagonal baptismal font clad fu Roman brick veneer, located at the center of the concrete 

platform at the main entrance 
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North elevation 
• Primary fa~ade facing McAllister Street 
• Terracotta terrazzo at front entrance 
• Recessed primary entrance to sanc;tµary, characterized by three pairs of metal frame glass 

doors 
• Ornamental incised squares surrounding entrance of sanctuary 
• Ornamental raised vertical pands extending from first story to roof iilld surrounding windows 

on north elevation 
• Double hung wood windows with horizontal muntins, filled With yellow glass on north 

elevation 
• Jm;et wood-frame cross-shaped wmdow with yellow glass on primary fa~de 

East elevation 
• Vertical wood ribbon wind<YWi; with divi.ded lites on east elevation 
• Double hung w.ood windows with horizontal muntins, filled with yellow glass on east 

elevation 
• Raised verti~al band 9tricirr\e.iitation e,ctendirig from fusfstory to ro9£ 0!.1 ¢ast .elevation 

West elevation 
• Wood vertical ribbon windows with divided lites on west elevation 

Interior 

• Lobby 
• Existing volume of sanctuary space 
• Pews 
• Stained wood wainscoting 
• Mezzanine 
• Wooden trusses with shaped brackets 
• Brass hanging lamps 
• Raised and recessed wooden pulpit, altar and choir loft, with 18 recessed ornamental squares 

on ceiling above, two identical. decorative organ pipe systems flanking either side of an 
interior baptismal, and space for drum:s and a churd1 organ 

Youth Center and Fellowship Building 
Exterior 

• Two-story with mezzanine, rectangular building plan · · 
• Flat roofline 
• Inset north facade 
• Multi-lite, wood sash, vertical ribbon window with texturedyellow glass at 11orth fa~de 
• Multi-lite, wood sash windows with textured yellow glass at first floor of north facade 
• Canopy 

Interior 
• Presence of assembly and educational space at the first floor 
• Gymnasium on second, double-height floor with simple trusses, skylights, and hardwo9d 

floor · · 
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EXHIBIT A: SIGNIFICANCE DIAGRAMS 
The following diagrams illustrate the lo<;:ation of interior character-defining featur'es of the Third Baptist Church 
Complex, as described above. Charact~r-defi,ning fea.tures are lapeied below am;!. sha~ed or hatched in green. 
lfat~hes demarcate interior spaces where VO}tµI\e is a chara.<;:ter-defining feature. 

Church Building 

l 
' 

Youth Center and Fellowship Building- First Floor 

The significance diagram below illustrates dlaracter-defining features of the interior, including the presence of an 
assembly space and classrooms/office space. 
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Yquth Center and F~llowship Building-S~cond Floo.r 
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EXHIBIT B: LOCATION OF THIRD BAPTIST CHURCH .COMPLEX (AERIAL) 
The aerial photo below shows the locatipn of the Urlrd l;laptist Church Complex, out:lined in red,. 
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EXHIBIT C: BUILDING PHOTOS 
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CHURCH EXTERIOR 

Bell tower, stairway enlrai;u;:e anq cow-tyard, and primary (north) elevation of the main church building 
{constnicted 1952). View southeast. · 

North elevations of bell towei' and:rnairt:chi.irch building. View south. 
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Detail of vertical wooden ribbon winq.ows on bell tower. View southwest. 

Eastelevation_of church building, vertical wood ribbon windows with divided lites and yellow 
&lass, and sputh elevation of bell tower. View northwest. 
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. Eas(elevation of church building and bell tower as seen from parking lot locat~d on the church 
property. View west. 

•
,;;·1jlii1: .. ··· 

j/;,: . - .. ,.- .. :· 
Upper portion of bell tower illustrating decorative scored borders, raised vertical bands, sqµare 
voids, and cross ornament. View west. 
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West fa~ade of main church building. View east. 

Detail of west fa~ade of main church building. View southeai,t 
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Cornerstone on the prima.,y (no~th) elevation of the main church building. View south. 

West elevation of bell tower and top portion ·of. Q.U"vilinear entaplature ne,rr top of stairs at front 
entrance. View sputheast. 
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Brick staircase, ~urtyard, inl:egriited red 'brick planters, cohu;nns and curvilinear entablature at fue church 
entrani:e, sited at fue comer of McAilister md Pierce Streets. View southeast .. 
·-- •- ·-. - . - . ' 

.......... ~~-....... ~~ - --------.~~~ 
Brick staircase, courtyard, columns, and curvilinear entablature at church entrance. View southwest 
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:Primary {north elevation) of maiµ church building. View' souih. 

petail of cross-shaped window on primary (north elevation) of main sanctuary building. View southwest. 
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Octagonal baptismal font clad in Roman brick and terracotta stat hilaid°in concrete platform in the 
cow:iyard directly m front of the entrance to the church building. View northwest. 

Octagonal baptismal font at.front entrance of church, vfow south. 
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Primary entrance to main church bµilding, view southwest 

View southeast from courtyard. 
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CHURCH INTERIOR 

Church lobby and staircase to mezzanine. View southeast. 

Vestibule/clwrc;h lobby. View west. ' 
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-···-· ·····-

Sanctuary. View north. 

. Sanctuary. View north. 
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di.urch Buildirig fu~o~{~~ctuary, mezzanine, pews. View northwest. 
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View south.· .. 

View so:uth taken from mezzanine. Curhi.ii:l is lifted, reveailr\g ba,pti.sma:l. 
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Choir loft in foreground, baptisn:ial in rear. View south. 

· Choir loft and baptismal. Acoustic s·qu~~ voids overhead, View south. 
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·-·-·--·· .. ·- . 

Pulpit and choir loft. View southeast. 

·· ····· B~ptis~~, i~~ted behind choir loft. 
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Mezzanine. View north. 

Mezzanine. View northwest. 
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.. ·- .. - . . ~ . 

Wmdow into cliildren's room on mezzimirie. View 11orthwest. 
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YOUTH CENTER AND FELLOWSHIP BUILDING EXTERIOR 

North elevation youth center and fellowship building, view south. 

North elevation, canopy detail. View southeast. 
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--- •.. 
Breezeway between youth center and fellowship building and sanctuary building. View south. 

Multi-Ute, wood sash windows with texf:ured yellow glass at first floor. Northeast c~me~ ~f north fa~de. 
View soui:h. 
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Multi-lite, wood sash 
windows with textitred 
yellow glass at first floor, 
near northwest corner of 
north £a1;ade, view 
southwest. 

Vertical wood n'bbon windows with textured 
yellow glass on north elevation of youth ·center 
and fellowship building,_ view south. 
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YOUTH CENT~R AND FELLOWSHiP BUILDING INTERIQH: SECOND FLOOR . 

G~ium interior e.tsecon\i floor, view southwest. 

Gyrrui.asium interior. at second floor, view south. 
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YOUTH CENTER J\ND FE.kLOWSHIP BUILDING INTERIOR: FIRST FLOO.R 

. · Ccix:iferern;e room on ·ground floor; view :i:i.ohhea~t. 
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,Nls~bly Spi!,ce, v).ew: f?OUlp.e?-5!:. 
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· EXHIBIT 0: SELECT NEWSPAPER ARTICLES 
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' Religion 
NegrD Baptists /i'igrale 

FREPER!C.: QOUGLASS }!AYNES, pastor 
of lhe largcs1 Negro congregation in 
nonheri1 California, V(llS OrJ>haned when 
he was foµr, and ·began to baule i;,n his 
own far l! Jiving lit Ilic age ,:,f 1.m. Now 
11111, slightly greying, and serious, he 
looks tllrough rimleos act~gonal spec· 
taclcs at ·" W(lrlil" wiiere J,e ~ ~ place 
of honor. He works in a liuered boak­
llnei! $Udy where a . silver Cl'l!Cifix 
calchcs his eye When be l!)ll!(s uj, · from 
his de$lc. Behind him is a llne'Clrawing 
of bis benign, ~lute ~d, '!"ith a 
~~iliClilar llick of !leatly clipped 
mouslllcbc. Chi the wall !O his right is 
a ~C!I .~rtifica(c pronouncing that 
.he hex Cl!Illcd lhc degree of ·~tor of 
DMnily. Hospitals, private homes, 1111d 
publi~ platforms in .the city .J:n~w this 
well-ii'oomcd, almost dapper figi:re who 
mov~ fr:om appointnJent to appoint­
ment w.itb -unhurried preclsion; but the 
date he ·l<e,:ps most gladly is on &undays 
wlien he Jaw a ftack whicl) l!as grown 
rcmarkiably since 1w~1y years ago When 
be =e 10 ihc Third Baptist Cb\lr~h as 
a YDllllg·man. 

Oedlcollon. l.a,;1 fonnight Or. Haynes 
pr!'SidCI) over a strics of .dctficatioo scrv­
tfft ir ·"' ht1tntf n,-w ,.,j:ifir,- 11t •hr ti'Jt" 

ner of Pierce imd McAllister streets in 
San Francisco. His congregation of 
3,700 meo:,bers bus raised $225,000 fQr 
this buildins, with its patio, and a IOW"f 
crowncd by a cross. Architccfs plans 
include educational and adminJStrativc 
p!alllS for Which itiey have YCI la .raise;, 

F1t1lDERICK DOUGLASS HAVNl!5: 
he mo~•s Jr,;,., appaintnient I,• nppolnt­

m~nt 11 ith rmhurri~d pr" .... 011. 

another .s27S;!100. 
He was inith~'II by unnnlmous .vore to 

the pastorate of liistorlc 'Iliitd Baptist 
Cl;urcb.in 1932,'whcn· an avqage··c011-
gregatian of. fso worshipped ln premises 
at the -comc. of Clay :and liyde; M.asi 
"' thr nieinhl!,; werr ihc'l unemoloved. 
ami often tlic'Sunday ofl'cring did no,· 
exceed thirty aollars. There were limes 
when there· WlllS no money for the min­
ister's salary." Undaunted, the lithe, 
ZCllloUJ1 prcac~, now with six years of 
pastOl'll! cxpeucnce in Frc:sno, pitch,:d 
in and faced the world's harsh jangled 

· THE NEIV THIRD BAPTIST CHURCH, 
·;, was II grrot day, whtrr they SaJ~lf rhtir lost pruild in ih. old cluZJch a,r4• mw1.'1~,.~· 

in ,. phalanx 10 lh< ntw. 

Page21 California Historical Society 

Article published in Fortnight, .January 19, 1953 
Courtesy California Historical Society (MS3355A: 
B1/F3/Printed Material - Frederick D. Haynes Sr. family 
papers) 
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on·ool rr,<\dnce 
,rithoul vit~iulon lrQM 

l116 Callfnml, Kil1mlc,I l1ik! 
of S..n Francuco 

t ,.is,c .. as .he had once b.i{L·e .111 riw 
hrink of '1h -teens. He put hce, iJI<-' 
his people, and rc•vjt.alizi:d the chu:d:. 
The: deprcs5i<'n w~s foll~wed by World 
War II Whi.ch emptied ~isei dwellings 
ll!ld inc~_scd -the Negro populatlc,n of 
SF fro111. 4,500 to 9m" 50,000. Dr. 
1-fa)'llC$ selu;d !\is opportuolti~ so that 
last yeru: bis oM ,;hurch bulged at 11w 

f scams. ·MaJlY stood tbto,1EhotJt lhs 
l ••rvii:cs, Md c""!Y !;u~~ay .same peo-

ple heJ to he turned away. 

' 

. Vitlary Porade. It ~.u a great mo' 
:"llent for !he sisters and brothers of 
"Third J!aprisl" wb~, ~ from eel,,. 
&rating !heir ceolcn.ftl"l', ,ihey sang their 
wt prabcs in the. old .church, and 
.marched In n pba~. 10 the n~. Each 
:if lhcm wore a 'Whit~ card beenng thtir 
name 11114 the sum 1bey were subscrib· 

, il!_g :for :the occnoion, The cutting or 
ilii: :n1ib!ln wbicl:. formally opened !he 
doors of the new sanctuary was !H'r­
(orined tiy.Dcboreh Johnson, the youog­
esi ·mC1Dber of lhe church, under the 
eye' of Lee Robinson, chairman of tho 
.Building ·CoJ11111ission. Lct1w of can• 
gratu!ation came from the While House. 
rioin Gov~or Earl Warren, and from 
·ihe c~urc!J icaders; and Mayor Elmer 
RabinsoQ. sj,oh al n meeting at which 
tiic plaitom, mc,udec. Juase l w~,n iw,­
cliclson .of the Superior Court of Sr', 
and Cecil Poole, ·Negro DepUI)' Dis· 
t~ct Anorncy for SF Couniy. 

'P.r'. HaYJlCS, rellec;ing upon the cen­
tenary :ana the peat step which has 
been· taken, 1iJ..es 10 tell an anccdarc 
about . . a:· frof~r · of Princeton Uni­
versity . who taught oaring for Ihm} 

. years. On his retirement be was asked 
in an interview what he got from tc:ach­
ing men how 10 pull a beat going for­
ward nnd loakin~ back, for thirty years. 
He replied: 'I \\!mid rather b~ in the 
company of ton men who are looking 
back and going forward, than of ten 
thousand mc:n who arc looking forward 
and going back." The members of 
Third Baptist, with their fresh tiled 
t.ank in which, ~ccoriling to the scrip· 
!UTal precedent of Christ's immersion m 
the river Jordan, Ibey will ·baptize b• 
lieve,s,. are proud of their pasL The 
mor1ali1y of California Baptist cburcbe·. 
in the gold rush days was aver SO~ • 
·The .nine persons who first met in the 
home of Eliza Davis formed the nucle­
us of a sturdy cell of righteousness in n 
world brozcnly going to the devil. 
Third Baptists find much to s'takc lht:ir 
·hea<ls- about in the world today. anJ 
· are wanting to pr<S<'T\'O th~ puaily 1f 

: faith so that then succcssori. who lat•J.. 
back from 2053 wll· find them worth~. 

FnRTNIC.IIT, January }9, 1953 
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Article published in the Sun Reporter, Courtesy california Historical Society 
(MS3355A: BUF1 Frederick D. H;,ynes Sr. family papers) 
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'/What's ·Doing This Week? 
. · 6m.Qpg · ac.tivities 
~itle4. ror l3aY. Area 
QWRk.atloos are the 
followmg. 

Mri.:King lttcaption 
nt pahlic is ~ylttd to 

tbil -~ 10 be .lwd !Qi' 
~~~XI.ii, 
"lh. ·'!f 1lio dvil ~ 
It#', -1 B o"dock~y 
~. u. ~ Bo!>m. 
G( Ult-$ia:atG!l-P"alact Ho­w: ;•;: .-,, . . . 
•. ~ Sc.,itt ~ is ill 
ll*:J3ay Ana'to.present a 
... .P'rledom. Col:M:ert" • 3 o·~- 'SuD4a,y a&n,oan 
• die Tbll'd Baptht 
Cla 11.rc h. 1399 McAil1s1er 
~ .. 

M:9uda7'1 ~ is 
f;G~cd bJ )tt_d,J,trdr., 
theN~~cfN«­
gro WO!llm 24d Bay Area 
'f{ODMDfcr~ 

Baemtiolls may be 
mad6 wt.th J.. Y¢El. 
~ HEmloct l,&212. 
.Ella 11. ~ V.Almda G­
.. Qr 1be dsllrcb. Fm­
-~ 6-Kl6. 

8114/2017 

A doclatfm of P will be 
asted. 

San Francisco Chniinicle, March 5, 1965 
Court;esy Third .Bap~ist Church 
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Segregltion 
Dead, Says 
· Megro Pastor 

The Rev. Marlin Luther 
'!:Ti.... · J h led m· . N "'l,,Y,Jg .. r., w .o .. . . . e i egro 
btls boycott in Montgomery,. 
~, wo years ag-0, de,.. 
clared here -yesterday· that. 
;., . • . . d d · -~atlon is ·. ea.. as a 
d . ·.~ ..... _n,. n j . 00HJ.<UJ.A 

~& only thing rm un~er". \ 
i~it\ about is the day 9i its 
burlal,'1 he said. 

He attributed the · death of 
f.egt:egation. to the Supreme· 
Court. decision outlawing it in 
Public schools! and to world 
opinion and the ''power of 
'G<.>d.1' 

The young minister said he 
had assumed his duties m . 
Montgomery with a deep con­
cern. for ".social justice and 
ioelal problems. · 

"It wasn't enough for rne 
to just preach on Sunclay · 
without trying to corr~ the 
~al con.dltions. that often 
make people bad," he said. 

The Rev. Mt. King ad­
dressed a standing-room-0nly 
~ngregaUon of mqre than 
1000 persons yesterday morn-
. · · . th Th. d B . mg m . e u- .. . apt1st 
Chu-re~ 1399 McAllister 
lttteL f 

8/2412017 

A S.E!n Francisco Chronicle art:icle 
pu!Jlished February · 24, 19.6$ 
documents a visit and i:!ddress 
that Reverend Martin Luther.King 
Jr. gave to more tnan 1000 people 
at Third Bapti~ Church, C~urtesy 
Third J3aptist Church 
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~ource unknown, Courtesy California Historical Society (MS33-SSA: B1/F3/Printed 
· Material - Frederick D. Haynes Sr. family papers) 
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·._· .... , ,-, ,.: ·,.··. :.; '-:,·· .,··,-.:,·· _r;,7'., 
! 1·111i. SUN_ Kl'."4)H:'l 1;-N.. ~111nnby;·M11N\, 6, 197' l:. r,a,.rn.> ': -· . 

. HAYNES.-A MAN FOR ALL HEOP(E 
" ._ _• ' ' tr..dnklo. ~i.~11..,,...,.1., :- • '"'',;.f'1:'' '~ J''.: - ,~ ,--;.' 

'~! t all,>,ll\'rol\Jri;lnl,.ll~'lf&I ~ ' ,t crptu.n..:-J•\Utt-1.Zro<4, lh• ,'Y,~ ""-' -, ' , 1 • 

A

'- •Pnt 10 1.u:s Nic,rlo ,n,.r $;:-':f 
rr,11u1tlr.c lr(lm bWi 1,1;hor,1 "'i " 

• .u,.d .. ~rk~ hlt.'-·•Jtllroudi · .;: :~q\::~:\ku.:; :-~!t\:; 
)"ttJ.rlil. nc,.vu-Uttnst'd .. :ia 
proehc-r •t the ~l'ol 11, 
,rh,r('t,p:;nb!! N[).11lu..:ltlio-

•·-· ttr~.1',111.lur l!hUt:h Jri lhe 
--" '.-','J •.. Ii.Id<' wtillo H"rtll¥:: u•nu- 1, 

-~'</ C~ 0T:·\ i::.: .. ~JI;~:~~~~ ~:1::~':i 

- -- ·~ 

• to?ko;n•,crth1.'f'"1Pllc.tlh.:i 
, ttoai:ro.t Oi1iU.1>i ctt11rc:h ln 

Fri,,.no. JI.!:. 1:Ho11 to ,t...i.n 
fr,1.1\!?lHo four yurs P.ler, 
'"rv1n:. ,i.pai,.lor uf 11,lm 
f~1,>t4t C11urch hun: ur.Ul 
hll dt'lllh, '#cdnerdl:r, f"rb, 
:!4. \Vhen bt- 1::imt- lo Third 
D.i11lbl \ht'f(.' W~fl! 011ly o;.Q 

Hegolded ,h, S.F. e.ap\,n Minllten' Union \D ~1 pr·o~l!1\~. 
mt'fr,!)f<rs:" ud ··a Wdc~· vr' l cllll~r_nl.~ !Sl1.l!l!srt~Fi\Co·11~. 
il,!iO-'.> •onu..lly. CU;rl"llt\f 'Vl!llUOn 1.fl!l lhe S.1'. Bz.pUst .• 
tlurre ;r,r~ more ll1•11 J.OuO ; l.llnlst~rs_ l~nl_on.·. L:lsl f'l'ar~· . 
,r.v111Wrs •~ 01'! lnldco:t e'l• h" rn:choc~;nhono~uJdoe-, 
'-h'Os H50,.000. 11.,v.n~}'r.c~ torale trri.m EIJ~l\_op co_UP.r;e 
t,~rved ".~. P~~:,,liltnl o! ~I!: : I.I.! [)Ql?,,-. _; 

:t-'.~i~~·iri:~~vei~r"~e~i~~-~S?!es ~·ei· i~ San. Francisco . 
'litf~n -,~ deaf with ghetto problems .. Rev. Haynes; a· 

-~~;iil Tippilt, S:.vard flusiin aryd Wilmont Sween~v:'\'ler•_ ar• . 
:14~~i~;fl{),~~{~;~{;)·~<~{(,.;:.·::,·.~ ..... · - _ .. ·_. 

When the Natio,ial e.-pi1,1 co~v.;;tio~ mit \~ sin i=r~ic~~irJ1~ 
Rev. t-18vlles was ho'st-io ovei 2s.-o~~ .baptists. .Jfolll t~:O~~~~-' 
~OL!f!iry. He gr~e~s NBC's p,esi~,e!', P.~:·J_.~;.~~~so~. ~r~ ~r~f 
,on~. pastor 1:R. Pnwo,i looks on: · · · " · · .. · · 

A tribute to Rev. Haynes published in the Sun Reporter, 
March 6, 1971 
Courtesy California Historical Society .(MS3355A: B1/F7 
Frederick D. Haynes Sr. family papers) 
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A Gre~t Lady Passes 
As it must •c;, all mortalJ, d1111th, carru, io Charlie M II Haynes; W. edn11sday; May 28. Fo~ ...... ·· ... ·. · 

th.£! third time in n!ne ye11rs, 1:11.storlc Third Baptist ChUJ(lh held a mem11rlal ser.,,lce for and -, .. ·· .- .· 
burilu:f a rnem ber of J~e H ay~es family. For well-nigh fifty years the·. F .!) . H nnes 1amlly · 
served Third Baptist parishioners, as well as the wider Su Frirnctsi:q c1>mnhfltity, ll!ld 
,nade a signiUcant contribution to the a aptlst conventions of th1t nathm. ( 

In 1945; Ms. Haynes the iate Pr. F.D. Haynes, Sr., and for 26 years she served with, 
ctistlncUon as the flr~t lady of the Third Bap~lst Church, where sha e11deared herself to the 
enUre fellowship. 0 n Sunday, February 10, 1980, a memorable day occurred at third .f · 
Baptist Church, w.hen Charlie Haynes' ''Day of Roses" WIS presa11tad. This cele~rallon 
of the hQnQre~·s ll(e of personal dedlcatl~n and community service had the appropriate , . 
thsme: "A Gracious Lady--A Humble Servant." ·· · · . · · . . .·.·-.···J· 

Ms.' H aynss VJas o,, first B,lllck woman to .be elected to pilbllc offic!i ln San franclsco; 
when In 1972 she was elected to th11 San Francisco u nlfled School Board. In her wake two 
Black women haie b~arielected to oUice: Ellll H Ill Hutch and Q orls Ward, mqm ilefs ofthe 
Board of 8Hfierv.{~g,f(Jr~m _ th, 4th. and. 7.th Supervisor~• D !stri~!~,I~,p~ci~~,1y .. ,~l·'. · I 
Haynes' most.tn'.lM!Jii}'.al ~~J1trib1,1lhrn ttJetiu~tlon In San.fr.~,QCl~~i,1~.!M ~,PP]~rlt!!ttn<~,\ 
of her campafg'ii 'Jltliµii: •~w a m11$t savea_nd -serve th11::c~Jldre11VbW"@·~ir~;~laps!J~Jh~ty;,f:" 

:!~:,:~:~t~iI;f ~It~~it:lit~':1:t:ti~~=~e~:r~i;,l1~.i~:"1i1vi:11,~1~it,(;lifJ!l~~rl .. 
fragrance'oftos,lfwhlle sbo yet alive ,mon11st us;- :: tJ!Ji ,;.c\:;;;tlt~lfJ\, .·. 'tf!iiit~i(ti:~1'<>•,,:,,._,j,i~fitJ.e~ .~V r,.s,t~r·. J .. AJJK~dh, t, _,,, .. , \;·~-'~~)¥r,<;i'.',;;:;c; J~!J~.,1'1 
Chur.~}'tJ"'t · · Jplsterl~I m1 r,lng, wh.eJl .. ,.a. ,.,-,, ."' ... ,, .. rH hr 

o,:~,,t~!ix: ~:~;\t;t~;.:: f n~}t:~. -was ~;·~rI-J,i~~'i;>iI~$::k G'~\{i;I: 
dt··; ctlfied Christian setvice mag a1rw: b~1,lr '~)icaiiy; Sl~~r Ja)'~.~, ~~Jl}J:fi):f~'.:' .. ':J11!j 

···:···~·! !l:~!h:.~~::!IJ~Sawr~4.~·'''t'R~~'''t•i~;/~:f,,P;st> ,~~o.,, ~!lji 
' ... ,,,, ... , · plrltuallty of M aty the 'w ;r~ , ,- I , .. 

-;rom@.ltyj.(if]g~g ri~rt 
car!ng for>pQpple:}tf. 

Caducatlon'lsto> • tsave•· 
;J~.e. :tmporf,ij}f .effJ{f' 
'he, naad -JCto reach 01.n .. · 
n~s foii'chttd ouiiivjs;t .. 

it"t}·:: ·:.. , :·: '.-'. •: . :- .~ ;.:·.:~:. ::, ';. ;".:·, .)·lft .. 

Sun Reporter, June 5, 1980 
Courtesy Cslifornla Historical Society (MS3355A: B1/F5 
Frederick D. Haynes Sr. family papers) 
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APPENDIX: CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL LANDMARK FORM FOR THE ORIGINAL 
SITE OFTHE THIRD BAPTIST CHURCH (FORMERLY THE FIRST COLORED 
BAPTIST CHURCH) 
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Revised 
January 1986 

NAME,. Ol?IGINAJ. SITE GE· THE TRIED BAPTIST CHURCH (FORMERLY THE 

COUNTY 
FlRST. GOLOE.ED ~AP'fIST. CHURQH) .. 
$AN F~ANQISQQ COVNTY 

STATE HISTORICAL RESOURCES· COMMISSION: 
,.· 

CHAIBPEiSQN JOHN D, B~NDERSON. FAIA 

MRS, PAOLA eoGHOStAN 

.MRS. PATRICIA COLOGNE 

DR, PATRJ:CIA C. :MARTZ .. 

MRS, HELEN 1:2KIRPXIN • 

FEBRUARY 5, !993 

DATE OF STATE HISTORICAL.RESOURCES COMMISSION ACTION 

DIREcf~r£?: ·-EATlON 
CALIFORNIA REGISTERED HISTORICAL LANDMARK 

NUMBER · 1 o 1 o 

DATE FEBRUARY 16, 1993 

---------------M+~---~---------·-· 



$~~ ef CaQJ.qmla ..-The ~e,91c1r~ Agency 
DB?AltTll!:lfl' QF PARKS ANP-R.EC:::!t~TIQN 

APPLfCf\TIQN I:,Qij.RJ;Gl~TflAIION.Qf H.i§TOBICAL LAN!?M.A~K 

0 Name of PrQi:x?sedlai,~~$ o~:i.gin&l s~te. · of the Third Baptist Church 

(fqp.ne:rly the First Colored.Baptist Church), of :;an Franc;isco. 

Location 16'4Z-44 . Grant Avenue ( formerly Dupont Street) _between 'Filbert 
- • ··, •. •. . . . • . .• • ._,_ ..... - ·i • ,,i. .• ,· • • -- --- • • 

i;UlQ Greenwich .. Streets i S?in F:ran.oisco ~ · 

CQµrrty. City_ &~d:.~~?nt~ of San J,<'rancisco . . ··. . . . . ·... .. . 

Name qJ'lQ Atfdre~~ 9f Land9wner 1,1pon Whose Property Laf1(lmark is Proposed Diana Doo and 
. . . .. 

David __ Wong, 1642"."44 Gran~ -~Y~I?-:ue, 5.an ·Fri;in_<:_isc=o, Californiac 94133._ 

Phone No. ( 41 s) 346-4426 

1399 ·McAllister st~; S~n. francisco, ca. 94115 Bus.PhoneNo.<415) ~4-6-4126 
... :< . -· .:- ·- . ··,: ... --: " ,.. ~ '';:.. • • ••• ·• •• ' 

ll? this Jqndrna~ Qf $t~tew~e. significance a$ described int~ Statement of Policy?_...:.Y...:.e...:.s _____ --= 
. .. ... ·-... 

ecplain (u~e e~ra sheet if necessary): 

Th.ird Baptist cli\ltch, san f.~ancie;~o., cali.J:ornia., foundeµ in 1.ssi, was 
,,-,... th~ tit:,;;~. ~~ptist Cl)urch est:ab~ishe~_J:~y Aftiean Americans, West of· 
f 1 ·· the tt"ocky· .. M.otirit;:.atns·~ 'i'l).i$ is Q};>'*ffx::~~-d X?Y extensive research o~ the 

history of Bapti~t cllurc_hes·founded oi:- established by African 
Americans in states We.st.:of .t:h.e ~op~y 11ount~ins. The res~arch 
included surveys, JJ:ltervi_ewsJ lett~ts, archives of churches and 
church organizations, us~ Q~ city, state, fedei;al, public and private 
libraries in Sacramento, Los Angeles, -Oakland, and $an Francisco, and 
records of historical and c.ultura1 .~Q.c:.:i~t.i~~--~· 

The coming of th~ Baptist· J;teligion to America and its ~ovement as it 
~pread ":ei:osi; tl:l.e >9oµritry· p:re:ceding its .arrival ill tlle area .west ¢; 
the Ro~ky l,Jountairis are clitotd,qled j,n the ~ncyclopedia of American 
Religiop.s, Thi~d Et;iitiOn. nsome Bapti!3tS i:::ame to Am~rica from .. 
England, some em~rg-eg frQm.th.~ e~tablished British churches in the 
colonies. The e~r~iest Baplist .c;ihurphe_s we~e. founded by. Rog;e.r 
Williams and John Clar.ks ill Rbode Island,. l!';irst Church in · 
Providence, ·fou·naeci by Williams, dates to 1639~ · arid Clarke's Newport 
congregation to ·1648." ···, · · ··· ·· ··· · 

See attached Charts I & II (C<;>ntin\leci on attached page) 

ts. bibliography complete? (To enable veriffqati<m of statements anc;I clai.ms maqe her~in.).__;;Yc....e;.;;s;.,......., ___ ~ 

see attc;1cbments., 

Is permission of property owner for r!3Qistratlon attaehea?~. _Y_e_s ___ ~----~-----

ls approval of pr.operty own~do pl~ce a plaque attachecf?_Y_e-'s------~--------'--

ls proof of reasonable protection for requested landmark attached? __ Y,....e_s ________ ,..,.-__ 

Are photographs, prints, or drawings.{two vi~ws) attached? __ Y_e_s _______ ~-~---
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"Bapti.st mj,~sion.s among the slave.s, 4ate'to th~ beginpin9 of Bapti$t 
history, and the effort.~ m,~de aiµ.0.n9 the black members of R.ogers 
WilU~m.s' l:ltovidencl;! Church.. aut in. tne~'l70U.'G as l'.3?tpti.sts rtiovecl into 
·1:he South, dav·a$ .grew to be a lar·ge percenta9e of the meJ.I1be1:sl\ip. Th.e . 
First Black ijaptist Ohur~h w~s fppn,~d at: Silver· Blutt, South Carolina, 
betwee:n .1773 ~nd 177S. Witblti a, f~w years, a second ch,urQh was ~armed 
at WilliaI!isbur·g, Vir9i.nia.,. a,t the i.n.vitati,on of the white Baptisti;;~ A 
ttii rd phur.ch. Wq.~ f<;>r:med i,n Savannah in 1779.. From the~e three, others 
spi;?,.n~ 1.1p across the ·Sou.th.. II, 

"North~.rn .bl,acks, esta:blished Bapti,s.t ohutche$ ;:tfter the.. tqrn of, the 
centu,J'Y. l'he J~y Street Cntirch of Boston was founded in J,.804., with New: 
Yo,rk ( J.808} and PhJl~del:PP.i.{\ ().:809) ~ '!'he Al;>yssini.an aaptist Chu.rph in. 
l;lew York :woul.d later be J;>astored by congressman Adam Clayton PowelL" 

"As .the r.e~ct:i.on 0.'f $l?lve ·owners. to slave i;'evQlts cut into the fx:eedom 
of slaves to .spreacf their religic;,n,, a~4 as many $.laves iled' nqrth and 
'West, aa,pti·st, phµrc:Jles spx;e,;l.'d in the Midwest." Later .i,n the '1800' s, 
the Bqpti$t reUgion moved ·als.o it}t.9 the area West of the Ro9ky 
M.ountai.rt,s., 

During the. pe,).;'iq4. beg{nni:ng in ias:2, teoords sh.ow that many Baptfst ~ 
church.e.1$ were organiz~d by African Americ~ns. ?he first chm;ch west of J 
tne Rocky ,t,lountains, foundeci in 1852, was the f:irst Col-ored Baptist 
Ch.urch of Sari.Fra·n~isco, l1Ster to·~e renamed Third·aaptist Church. 

We have li,sted a few califc:>:i:-nia cities and other states in whi,ch 
Baptist c::hµrches were e$tablished:. In Charts I and II, are listed the 
founding a.ates of the U.rst .Baptist churches in cities of California 
and oth,et;" $'!:ates f~p;: tl;ie sa.ke of CO!llparison. It is noteworthy, that 
San Francdsc-o l.e.d J:lie .fi~l.d dudng the Gold Rush days, with the 
estatllishml;'nt in 1852, 9£ tbe 'Fi~st Colored Baptist Church, later 
renamed Third B9-pti$t Ch'Urch. 

-------so 7 , 
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1. San Francisco 

2. Stoc~ton 

3. Marysville 

4. Sacramento 

,. Los Angeles 

>. ,,...--....n Diego 
~ ~ . 

7 • .rte,dl ands . 
l.. Riverside 

). Oaklarid 

.0. Bakersfield 

,l. San Jose 

.2. Pasadena 

Chart I 

Founding Date~ p~,t' Historical·oata of Caiifornia 
Africa.Ii' American Baptist Churches · · · 

C.hurch Name 

Fi1;st Colored Baptist (Third) 

.secon~ Bil:ptist 

M~ •. 6live1: 

Siloam (Shiloh} 

_Fi·rst Baptist (Sec;:ond Baptist) 

follow~d Los Angeles 

-followed Los Angeles 

followed Los Angeles 

Beth Ederi 

St;?ctind B~ptist 

Ailtio.ch 

Friendship 

808 

Year:.Fo1.1nded 

;I.852 

1857 

1857 

;1.857 

1885 

189Q 

1892 

1893 

1893 



state 

L • californi~ 
-, Nevadc;1. ... 
>~ Wyqming 

1. ~o:ntana 

) . Utah 

) .. Washington 

7. Idaho 

3~ Oregon 

) . New Mexico 

"LO. l\.rizona 

Char;t I;r: 

Founding Pate$ per Historical Pata of A~rican. A.me.rican 
Ba~~ist dh~i~he~ W~$t of t~e Ro~ky Mquntairi~ 

Church Name 

Tll._i,rd Baptist 

fix;st aapti~t 

Year Founded 

185i 

1863 

n . , 

san rra.ri.chc;q 

V.j. r.·gi_nia City 

Ch~ye.l'ine second Bapti$t late 1870 1 s oi.:- e~·:r:\l.y 18.SO's 

No 13laclt Baptist Churches before 1852 
(Catholic ·R.eligi_on} 

S~lt tax.e City Calvary 

Seattle 

Pocatello 
Bp{s"e. -

~ortJ.cl:ild 

Alb.l,iqu~x:qve 

Tuc~;;"qp. 

11t.- Zion 

Fi-rst Co_lored Baptist 
st. Paul Mission~rt 

Mt .• Oliver 

Mt. Oli_ve 

Mt.· Calvary 
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l?.$0. 

1890 

1909 

1~08 
1909 

1890 

1903 

:1.900 



:aBlEE HISTORY At:LQ DESCRIPTION (Corres·ponding to one or more items uriqer I, II, or Ill of the Statement-of. 
Policy.) · · · · ·· · · · · · · · · · · · 

.a.,;. • 'l'hir~ Bapt:i.st:.. Chur_ch, the. first African American Baptbt Church West ·of 
·':'·;.;_, th~ Rocky Mountains, :was founded in August 1952, 1:>y a group of devout 

0;.hris_tians: ~l:>.rap~ .I;3.r9_~, Thomas Bundy, Thomas Davenport; M:Ulie··benton~ 
· . itenry fields~- G·ecfrge ·Lewis; and Fielding Spots, in the home of William 

· a:qd Eliza Da.vis wit~ R~ver_end J •. W. Capen moderating the organiz/;itiona:l 
meeting. The offic~al re¢ogn:i.tJ.on of the First Colored :S;:i.pt;;i.st Church 
wa~ granted OQ October 11, l.852. In 1855 the name ~a~ changed to Third 
Baptist Church~ The church incorporated in l.906. · · 

The first ch1,11;ch building w&.s located on the ea.st side of Dupont Street · 
(z-ertamed. Giant Avenue) be.tween Greenwich and Filbert Streets.. Later it 
was relocated to the· cot'i1er o-J: Bush and Powell Streets. Following the 
dest1;"1,1ction of tha.t 1,uildiµg by the fire which accompanied the 1906 
~arthqua.ke, ·a. new edif:i,ce. wa.$ ~t'.'ected on Nob Hill a1: Hyde and Clay Sts. 
In 19!?2, the. sanctu;:try ,- the first phase of a massive building ph:n,· w~s­
'btii'l,~ At 13?9 .~McA,~l.1

5
· :s
7
·tei: ~t~e~t: ~ ·. 'J:'he Yout_h _ Cer:i.~~~ aµ_d <.r~.fJ~e. 1:?u:iJdirig 

wa.s completed in 19 • ·· · · ' · · 

Reverend Charles Sa.tche:I.). wa,s the fi~st regular pastor a_µd the U.rst 
African America~ pa.s_to:i:-. He ·had been c.ommissioned by the Ho.me Miss:io.n 
Board of t,he ~tµe.rican Bapt:i,st Convention to establish .~hurch~s .itJ th.¢ 
Midwest du,ririg the early 1850's .. Other pastors serving,the church during. 
the .f.irst e.ight decaq.e$ were~ 'l;'ho_ml:ls ijow.ell, Arnold Medberry, Johµ_ . . 
Francis., J .• :B. Knight; o~ c. Wheeler, John R. Young; Georg~ Duncan; .J~ H. 
Kelly, J. M. Rid~ile, All¢.n,. Newman, J. A. Dennis, Elpert Moore, and James 
b. Wi;I.soti. The_ nieniber·ship fluctuated between 13 a~4 24~ •. ,tt .s,hoµJd_)~,~- .. 
noted t:hat the Rev •. El,b¢tt Moore (1924-.27) recognizing. the vital import.,. nn.~-~ .s>.f .. ~_du~~f~<?~! e~t:~b\~,sp~~--~-- s~~ocl·~rshi_p fu.n~. . . . · .... : 
) -., -~~ ·'"·c·,· ........ • , ., • .. ••a·:.,.,,., i,,· ,:,·, •. , • .:• • .•. ,,.· .•.·,, ., ; • .. :·,.<•·c , ... ,·: • : , . · . · · · :, •, . . · 

On October 1, 1932 ,'".Rev •. Fr'ederick Douglas Haynes, . S:r., a·ssumed the leader:­
ship of 150 parishioners as pastor of Third Bapt'ist Church. During his 
pasto:i;:ate of nearly 40 _years, (1932-1971)., he rebuilt the church, reorgan­
ized the internal (unc.ti_qn:tpg, developed a sound financial program, and 
incr_eased the membership to 3000. · 

He was the first African American to run for the San ]:'rancisco Board of 
Supervisors ·- ati election i.'O .Which l.i~ was ·narrowly defeated. In addi'tion .,. 
in _the poii·tfcal, social acti~n, and economic arenas he appointed a Civic. 
and-Soc;.lal _Acti9Il Cominitt~e t9 st1;1dy the iE?sues and advise the m~,:nbersp.ip · 
and other i,n.tere·ste'd parties how to v:ot_e in th~ cornmun:i,..~y•s best interests; 
and orga,nizec;l th.e Thfrd ::aaptist Credit Union which later _mi;rged with the 
Americ,an Baj?ti·st ·c:redit Union. 

On October 21, ;1..952, one·p:undred .years after the founding of th~ church, 
Rev. Haynes, Sr .. , led the,congregation from the !Jyde and Clay Streets . 
site to the edifice at 1399 McAllister Street. 

• • • •• "' ._, •·•"• •• •, • • " • • • • • • • ••, • ,.,. w ':' • • • ,_ -~, ·w ',, • 

The Frederick .. Douglas Haynes Gardens,·. a low income housing complex, wa~ 
l;>egun in order to accommodate the influx pf people, many of whom were. 
African Americana. · · · · 

After the death of R¢v. aaynes, ·si., in 1971, Rev. James Spencer, Assist­
ant PastoJ;.", was chosen as interim pastor February 197L ·Plans for the 

~)frederi~k _Dp1.,1gl.as H~ynes· G.arqe_ns were continued. Five iµonths .later the_ 
·' church IJ1.<:>rt:gage ~as burned~ 

(continued) 
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i2B!t.E ~USTOR'f ~ DE9CRIPTION (CorresP9nding to one or more items under I, II, or Ill of the Statement of 
Policy.) . . ·· 

THIRD BAP'l'IST CJ;IURCH (continued) 

On Jt,me 25, 197Z, the Rev. Fr~deri,ck, D,ouglas Haynes, Jr. chose1;1. to su~- ~ 
ceed his fatbe:i;~ !=lS~um~d bis pastoral duties. Dut"ing his pastorate (1972 J. } . 
1975), the Frederick Dougla~ J;Iay1:1es G~+dens Housj,.ng complex was completed; 1 

. 

a prison !Ilin:tstJ:Y was implementec;i, and the now famous C;;ithedral Choir was· 
organ,ized at1d 'oe$an prE;!sentipg conce1;ts in, other cities and states. · 

After the suo.den 4eat:h op Septefl\ber 3, 1975, of Rev. Haynes Jr., Rev. 
Johnni~ Robinson; a·fornier ¢~urch,li,si;i~_!:~ntpasto'rj was appointetj. to 
serve as int.erim pastqt. He coµt:;i.nued the ··ministry of his predece$~or i'Q 
a commendab],~ ma,nner. 

The c'!lrrentpastor? '.Rev~ Amos C~ Brown, began his pastor~t:e on September . 
19, 1976 •. A dynamic leadet·, h:i,s. ec;,mmiJrn~u1t t~ the spiritoal,e<ius:,e,tiot:Jal, 
and civi,c aspects of the church program is reflected in his civil rights 
activities' deveiqpmerit of an i~.-.holl~e ·skills network, a relig:iiius .. educ:a..­
t:ion program, anc;l an educ;:.ationa.l .. suppo;i;t system. ~ six-week summ~:i:- school 
session taugh.t by cr¢d.ent:ialed J:~~~4~;,s_~nl!l>ting students at all gi;::a.41:!· 
levels tp eat~ acad,einic cre.~iJ. ti'l.J;he. ~~~ Fr~ricisco Schqol System, ha,s 
been in .operatiqn fo:,:- a: .cl.ec~P.e• ~.~ .. ~oung Adult "Program and the Sc.h9la,.r­
ship Prog1;am hav.e been expan·ded. ·qb:urch membership has increased. 

Third Baptist ChtJ:pch w~s. amon,g th~ first s.ponsors of Ethiopian refugees, 
and an Ethiopian• Re!1-1g·e¢ Ce:ote.r.. 1;1.nd 1::iou~ing and training program is in 
its. fiftl:t .. Y¢a):' of.· operation.. The chu?:"ch WB:S recently cited by the United 
Nations High Commissionet .f;e>): puts,:,c.1nding leadershfp in serviJ:ig the n,ee.q.s 
of refugees f:rom Africa. . . . · 

''i'he church was. a prim¢ mover of a n~w d,ev~lopment and expansion program - n 
development of the Wes.t Bay Community Services Cen.ter, a central place for 
organizations which ~£e i;n.voi:vea in community services, on Fillmore street in 
the Westel;".n Ad.9-3, ~iop_ .~~fiifye}.opinent ~rea. This oent~r i,rovides a,dd,~ tiom~.l 
sorely ne·eded fao:i,.lities. Oftice space, banquet halls, meeting rooms·, etc.;. 
rented below market; value are. ~de :available. The West Bay Community Servi¢~s 
Center ];leld an Open Iiouse on J11ly .12, 1992. . 

In summary, Thir4 B~ptis t Church has· distinguished i t,sell f!S a. _bastion 
of strength for A.fricari _Am7r.ic,ans. ~:n4 n~~c<?.~e:s t~ .. ~a~~for~ia since· tlle 
Gold Rush.. For 140 years 1t hasmade outstanding contributions to the 
religious, social, political and p~ysical well-b~ing of the com~unity, 
city, state and ~ation~ It has had a profound influence on the history 
of California through.its uninterrupted service offering spiritual guid­
ance to se~~e~s on ~~ny levels q£ human need and underst~~ding. 

The church for many ye~rs has served ai;i a training g-round for ministers 
called to serve as pastors in California ani;l ot~er states; implemented 
a prison ministry in San Francisco and Vacaville;· prov:j,.de4 ... :low c<>~t .. 
}:to~sing, scholarships and su.mmer s~p~ol _ s~.s~i.£>!1S; sponsored food for the 
hungry, voter educati.on and ·registration programs, as' well as a Senior 
Citizen program and aid and tra~ning for African refugees. 

In addition· t() the services stated·, Third Baptist Church :bas provided. 
meeting facilities fq~ lqcal, Bay Area, state, regional and natt9nal 
civic and religious organizations, including the California State 
Senio.r Legislature when the chai.rman of Third Baptist Senior Center was 
a member of that body. Third Baptist Church was also '1ery instrumental 
in determining policy with the San Francisco Community College.Board;, as 
Rev. Amos C. Brown was elected to its board by the electorate of San 
Francisco. 

811 
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iIB!ff lflSTORY 8NQ. DESCRIPTION {Corresponding to one or r:nore items under I, ll, or Ill of the Statement of 
Policy.) . . .. · 

THIRD aAfT!ST CUURCH (continued) 

~-, ' .. · ... , · .. ,, ' ·, ·.··. 

For the above menti~med rea.sQns, we believe that we ·have .met th~ require"'.' 
ments of a l.~ndmark of s_ta;tewtde sigp.ificance and the validity of our 
beginning statem~nt: Thi.rd Ba:j;,'tJ.,st Chur.c'l:l, San Francisco., Califo:i;nia, 
founded in 1{357, is the .first .Bapt:ist Churc:;.h establ.ished by African · 
Amer:i.cans, We!S t of the :Rocky Moun ta:i,ns •. 

·.! 
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BIIJLIQGRAPBX 

~A.LIFORNIA 

Su~ fnmqbpp 

Tµ.ird Ba~tis_t. Chur~h, .historical recorq$, 

Hausler, Dan, Blacks in Oakland, Volume 1, 1852-194Q; 1987, 

Beth Eden Ba~tist Church, historic::al records, Oakland, 1890 •. 

Gray1 George Washington, "Black Churches"; page 9, 10 .. 

"From Generation to Generation: A Short History 9f Third Baptist Church", 
Thfrd Bizptist; Pllllloja, Volume i, No. 1, Issue 2, December 1980. · · · 

Sn:iitb, .i\lft:ed ·J., Jr., )'bu~ fi.lt. By Faith: Hi_stg~y of Black Churches in California, 
Oak1,and; Color Art Pre~s. 1973. 

"The· Three Black Churches of San Francisco", Oakland Heritage Alliance, P~O'. 
B9t 124is. Oa)p.;inci, Galifomia, Winter/Spring, 1990, page ;20: 

The Ency~lo.peqia of American Rdii::ion~. Third Edition; Gord.on :Mi:Hon Gale 
Jtese~ch, In_c.~ Book 'f owet, Detroit Michigan, Chapter 9, "J:l~pµst Family",. page 
65. . .. 

_Historic~l M~~ers Committee for 81st National NAACP National ConvehtioJJ., 
-,uly 1990, page 6. · 

"The Promfsed Land", 1865-1899. 

San l<~§e 

Minutes· of Third Anniversary, San Fr~cisco Baptist Church. Association, held with 
Pine Street Baptist Church, June 10-13, 1853, Antioch Baptist Church of Sail Jose. · · 

Eighth Annual Meeting, General .Baptist Association of Calif omia, meeting .minutes. 

LQs An~~les 

Hine, Lel,md D., ;Baptist§ in Southern CaljfQIDia; Vall~y Forge: Judson Press, 1906,._ 
page 8. 

Letter from Dr. l'!Ulles Lynch. Director of Library,. Amerlcan Baptist Historical Society, 
The American Baptist Samuels Colga~ Historical Library; 

"Historical Overview of Local .Aft:ican American Pioneers", Los Angeles Branch, 
NAACP, Historical Markers for 81st National Conve·ntion, July , 1990, page 6, 7. . . 

Historical Overview of Local African American Pjoneers. 

0 t · .. } 

"A Guide to Historic Places in Los Angeles in Los Angeles County", prepared under the ,~ 
auspices of the City 9f Los Angeles American Resolution Bicentennial History · ·) 
Committee; J'udson Gremer, Editor-in-Chief, Kendall/Hunter, page 6,7. · 

"A Short History of Los Angeles from 1972-1978": Dubuque, Iowa, 1978, chapters 1-4. 
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S~cond Baptist Church, historical records. 

-Congressional P,:oceedings, '95th Congress, House of Representatives, Pasadena 
Church, Celebrating 85th Anniversarr. . :Letter frQ.!ll Church Secretary in response to 
request for information. 

Stos;kto11 

Lette.r from Pr; fames Lynch, DJ.rector of J,;ibr\ll'y, American Baptist Historical Society, 
The American Baptist Sai:nuels Coltaw . Historical Library. . 

Second Baptist Church, fc;mnerly CQlored Baptist Chui:ch, histCJf.~¢.al records. 

Tabular View of Churches in Caijfornia, January, 18(i0, Statis(icai Tables. 

MarysviJfa · 

Bailey-Thurman, Sue; "Pioneers of Ne~i:o Qrt~ins". 

Letter from Dr. J~~es Lynch, Dfreritor of Libr~. American BaJ?tiSt Historical Society, 
Tile .American Baptist Samuels Colgii.te. Hi_storical Library, 

Sacramento Valley Association, historical rec·ords. 

C11lifornia Baptls~ State Co.nvention, hi~·t_orical records. 

General Baptist .Association Meeting, . hi~t~rica.1 :meeting JD.~n\ites. 

Sacramento 

Letter from Dr. James Lynch, Director ,of Library! Amer.ican B_aptist Historical Society, 
The American Baptist Samuels Colgate Historical Liprary; 

Shiloh Baptist Church, historical record§. · 

Sacramento Valley Baptist Association, bistorical records. 

Sacramento Historical Society, histori.cal records .. 

Minutes of Organization and First Meeting Qf SacrlµI).e~tp Valley Baptist Association, 
First Baptist Church, Sacramento~ September 12-14, 1857, page 16. 

Tabular View Qf Churches in California, Church Directory, January,1860. 

NEVADA 

Virginia Evening Bulletin, September 10, 1863, ~:1. 

Territorial Enterprise, June 29, 1868, 2:5. 

·Rosco, Elmer R., "Good Time Coming?", Black Nevadans in th~. N,1-wteenth Century. 
Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1925, page 174 and 175. · · ··· ·· ' 

. . 

Entty in Second Directory of Nevada Territory; Virginia, 1863. 

Martensen, Lee, Librarian. Nevada Historical Society; , letter. 
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Letter from Dr. James Lynch, Pirector of LibrlU"Y, American Baptist Historical Society, 
The American B.apµst Samuels Colgate Historical Lib.racy. 

America11 Baptist Historic~ Society; letter. 

WYOMING 

Second Baptist Church, hi.stori~al records. 

IDAHO 

St. Paul :Baptist Churi::h, histoi:icaJ records. 

Jacobs, Elizab~th, Librarfan; ld~o State HistQrjcal Society. 

Oliverr ~ainje O., Jd$9 Eb9py: :Uw. Afro_ American .. Presepcp __ i~. Idaho State History; 
State Centen~aJ ~itor, 1990; iage 24 and 25. , .. ·- .. 

OREGON 
Portland 

Wardin, Albe.rt W., Jr., Baptists iµ O(e~n, :Portlancl, Oregon: J11d~on Baptist Colle~e, 
1969, page 356. · 

Letter' from Dr. James .Lynch, Director of Li~raty, /unedcan Bapfist Historical Society. 
The Americ;in ·Baptist Samuels :Colgate Histodci;i.1 Libr~y. 

NEW MEXICO 
Albuque-r-que 

Lettex: from Dr. James Lynch, Director of Lil>tary, American Baptist Historical Society, ~ 
The American Baptist Samuel~ Colgat~ :Historical Library. 

Mt. OUve Baptist Church. historical records. 

ARIZONA 
Tucson 

Lawson, Harry, Phd., "African American Chutclles in Tucson", A Report of the 
African American Internship Projec;t, Sponsored by Arizona Historical Society and 
Pima Community College. 

WASHINGTON 
Seattle · 

Mumford, Esther, Seattle Black Yictorians. 1856-1901; Seattle Annanc.e Press, 1890. . . . . . ~ 

Third Baptist Church Survey,· late 1870's or early 1880's 

UTAH 

Davis, ~ev. F., Throuim the Eyes of Many Faiths, 1990; Utah Heritage Foundation 
Church Tour. · 

Third Baptist Church Survey, ~ 

. ' / 
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MONTANA 

Beck, Pat, "Survey Coordjnator for State of Montana"; Tt;lephone In~ervJew: Catholic 
Religion· prevailed. No Baptist as early a!> 1&$Z. 

Encyclopedia Britannica, 1960. page 772. 

Letter from Dr. James Lynch, Director of Ubi:lliy, .Am~rican 8aptist Historical Soci~ty. 
The American Bal)tist Samuels Co.1¥ate Historical Librl,U")'. 
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~'.v~~: ~ Hearing ,~1 \'l 
Third Baptist Church ~f ~~~ Francisco, Inc. 

,l 
'f 

iJ dttlll ~Ae:-ll.llkl 
. . I 

August 14, 2017 

Desiree Srnith 
San Francisco Planning Department 
1670 Mission Street #400 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Dear Ms. S1TJith, 

1399 McAllister Street • Son Francisco, CA 94 I 15 
415.346.4426 · 415.346.4259 fm: • www.thirdbaptist.org 

Dr. Amos C. Brown, Pastor 

This is confirmation that the Third Baptist Church of S;:iti Frand$co leadership has appr_oved that the properties 
located at 1399 McAllister Street be dE;\signc1ted histori.cal landmarks under Article 10.:. Preservation of 
Historical Architectural and Aesthetic Landma_rks of the S_an Francisco planning (()de. It is our understanding 
that this lsa follow-l!P to the t!n<lnimo\.ls HlstoriciJI Preservation Resolution _83;s approval on July 19, 2017. We 
are fully aware of the stipulations for landmark designation,this indud~s .all of the plans and structural layout 
for the properties th.at were constructeci'consecutively in 1952 arid 1956; with the schematic drawing and 
plans for the future education.al buildin~ on the par~ing lot 

We look forward to a successful final approval before the La1"1dtll13rk Corn mission and the Board of Supervisors 
following the August 16, 2017 hearing. 

Sincerely, 

~tt)~ 
Dr Amos C. Brown, 

!·o / ~ / /./// p 
. .. -~7~~,,~-

Alp . onso Campbell, 
Chair of the Deacon's Ministry 

~ f A -h~ ef. , ~/VL-----J tr,stcYn J. Turn , 
Chair of the Tru ,t e Ministry 
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53 Manor Drive 
San Francisco, GA94127-27'33 
July 13, 2017 

San Francisco Planning Commission 
1650 Mission Street, Suite 400 
San Francisco, CA94103-247.9 

Subject: Third Baptist Church,_ La.ndmark Designation Program 

Dear Members of the Plarinfng Commission.: 
. . 

I am writing Jo s1,1pport of the measure· of id1::mtifying Third Baptist Church as a Historical 
Landmark.via Article 10 Landmark Designation 1.,mder_the Landma·rk Designation Program as I 
am :unable to attend the hearing on July 19tii. 

Like man:y other AfriyaJ1-Ari,er(can families, my parents c;::ime to Califqrhia 1n the mid-thirties as 
a part_ of the mass movement from the sot.ith. Shortly c1fter their arriv;:31 here; they united with 
Third Baptist. At the time, it was located at the corne(of Hyde and Cl1:1y Streets. 

During this era, my older brother 13.lld sister were born. The family continued its membership 
with the church 8[10, in.1954,.Waspart. of the3° group· that planned, packed, and moved to 1399 
McAllister Street, i:l facility, as,I understa_nd it, was constructed jn whole or in part by members of 
the congregation. I was bani Jat~rthari year. 

Over the yea(s, 01,1r fa111fly wa.s. a very ~ctive part of the life of Third Baptist participating in the 
choirs, usher boards., sund_ay School, B?ptist Training Union, children and youth activities, 
sports teams, etc. Because of :various life changes, my siblings as _adults moved on to 0th.er 
congregations. However, .my mother and father continued their membership with the church 
until their re$pective deaths ·in 1 ~~8 and 199~. My husband, youngest son, and I remaln as 
members to this day, and_ still participate in various facets·of the church. 

In writing· this letter, i think .of the many senior members (most now deceased) that I became 
acquainted with: Many of them cc1me from the Hyde and Clay location c;1nd always had stories to 
share. 

Another one of the treasured memories I have growing up in "Third'' are the friendships I made 
and the lessons I was taught.both spiritually as well as those that have aided me in my current 
professi9n and sociaily. Although we 131( now live in var]oµs cities, I remain in contact with a 
number of childhood friends and acquaintances because the village in which we participated 
created a bond for us. 

"Third" has always been that "cross on the hill", recognizable to all who have come in contact 
with it. In its going on 63-year existence at its current location, the church has provided much to 
its membership and surrounding community, as well as throughout the nation and the world. 
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Si3n Francisco Planning Commission 
Page Two 

Over the years, we have been exposed to personalities such as Marian Anderson, Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Paul Robeson, and Ac.lam Cl13ytbn PoWell, .Jr., just to name a few. In more recent 
years, individuals such as Jesse Jackson, Al Sharpton, Willie Mays, and Cassie Russell have 
passed through our doors. 

Education has been an important part bf church life exposing youth to various institutions of 
higher learnitJg, supporting the Q.cc1dernic goals of manf young people. My siblings and I were 
all recipien.ts of the education1:1l funds provjdec,i to y9tin.g people. My youngest son was recently 
the recipient of a private scholarship as a result of his lnvolvement in the church and has · 
c1pplications sµbrnitted for two others. 

As you can see; many peoplE;l have benefftted by the opportuhitie$ t:nade available by Third 
Baptist and for this reason, I believe coming gene.rc1tions .~hould .know the contributions that the 
church has made by having it desiQnated as a historical landmark. 

Tj,ank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Beverly A. Boone 
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July 19.1 2011 

Andrew Wolfram, Cornmi$s[on President 
San Francisco Historic Preservation Commission 
1650 Mission Str~et, Suite 400 . . . 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

RE: New Thir(;I Bapti$t:Chttrch Lc1..ndrnarls Desi~m~tion 

Dear President 'Noltra·m:" 

ANTHONY G. WAGNER 

563 Nineteenth Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94121-3118 
anthonygwagnersr@gmail.com 

I regret that I am unable to physically appear at todc1y's hearing. I chair the Sutter 
Health Bay Ar~a· aoarc:I of .Directors, a.rid ·our Board's regular 12 noon meeti_ng is being 
held today at our tm.e:ryville. heaoquarters. It is for that reason I am submitting this 
letter of support to grant la.ndmaiKstatu~{ to the Third Baptist Church of San Francisco, 

I have been ~ deacon· at Th)rd Saptist for 40 years, served as Chair of the Worship 
Committee, Sunday School teacher, a:nd recently, Chair of Pastor and Mrs. Brown's 
fortieth year anniversary ce_lebrations. · 

For a 165 years, Third Baptist t,~-~ been a beacon of hope to the San Francisco Bay 
Area; neve( treat.ing the is_$Ue$ pf society as separate from the mission of the church, 
particularly whEln members of the church were directly affected by systems of evil. 
Whether our first P;:1stor.of African de.scent, the Reverend Charles $afohell, the second 
longest serving Pastor, the Rev~rend O<;>ctor Frederick Haynes, Sr., or our current 
Pastor, the Reverend Doc;tor Amos Brown, it has always been in the DNA of the 
leadership of T_hird Baptist Church to $ddress the societal ills of our community ·while 
providing spiritual succor to the faithful. 

Personally, I think this designation is long overdue, partiGularly when a relatively 
recently created newcomer; i.e., the Alamo Square District, was designated as a historic 
district. 1 strongly support this .designation for Third Baptist and would hope it could be 
granted before September 8th. wheh we conclude. our fortieth pastoral anniversary 
celebration in a program featuring former President William Clinton as our speaker. 
Thank you for any forthcoming support. 

Sincerely, 
Aflthony G. Wagner 

823 



824 



Testimony in support of Article .10 designation of 1399 McAllister ~tr~et ~uly 191 2017 

John Wi.lliam Templeton 
Author of ''.African-Americans in th.e W!;lst" Oxford Encyclopedia of African~Arnerican History 
Panelist, PaC.ific Goast Srancfl, American Historical Association, Aug. 2017 
Subject Matt~r Expert,· San Francisco Mariti_me National Historical Park, Presidio, Alcatraz 
Creator, California African-American Freedom Trail 
Menib~r. CtJlturaf Diversity Committee, State Historical Resources Commission 
Editor, Our.Roots :Run ()e_ep:- t.he Black Exp(?rience in Caiifornia, Vols. 1-:4 
Author, Corne to th_e Water: Sharing the Rich Black Experience in San Fran.cisco 
President1 Jackson Ward Project Area Committee, Richmond, VA 1982-87 
Conse1:vator,·c1arence Gatson and Wesley Johnson Photo Collections 
History· _advi~or, Amiril :Songhoy (P~ra.m6unt Chief), Bamako, Mali 
Sesqui_ceritennial speaker, Rev. Thor:nas ~t.arr King, Fin~t Unitarian Unive.rs~lii~t Church 
Author, Road to Ratification: How 27 States Tackled the Most Chalfenging lssµ~ In_ American 
rffstory 

1399 McAllister Stre!:}t is a site of n_ational significance because of its association.with what the 
National Park. Service calls the most important social movem.ent of the 19th. century-,-:the . 
abolition. of siavery, .It ls the ·cutrer{sanotuary of Third Baptist Church, founded in 1852 .. 
Accordingly,- it should have·peen recogni;zed in the 1970s when toe fprrnal .historic, designation 
process bega11, when. refere!'iced iri the FivE;3 Views study or cert;:iinly in 1995 when the:! original . 
sanctuary .of Third Baptist <;hurch became a state registered landmark. ·· · 
It is equally important because_ the Underground Railroad never ended for Third Baptist C_hu"rch_, 
J3ethel A.M.E. or First.A.M.E. _Zi.on. all founded in 1852. Afric;an-American chl!rch propetti~s 
associa.teq With the.19th century.are t;ypiGally awarded National Historic Site status, and sites 
associa_ted with prominent pastors of the 20th century are as well. 
Predominately white churches:in San Francisco of the 19th century were landmarked decades 
ago. · · 
It would b.err;i. mist.al<;~ to acc;:epUhis designation without exploring why it has taken so long to 
occur, Of Why ·this alone iS !h~c;ie_qu~te to the task of adequately interpreting the black ch·urch in 
San Fran¢isc_o as a catalyst_in-Amerioan history. · 
Profound misinterpretation of American history has led to s_uch catastrophes as the Dyla_n Roof 
massacn~ in_ l;~enezer A.M.E;, Church. In recent years, San Francisco police and neighbors 
have made calls to the ci.Jrreri.t. site of Third Baptist Church to complain about noise at what 
should be considered .a hallowed national shrine. 
As a historian and as a person of faith, I would .be remiss to be smug about the lowest level of 
historic designation. · 
This week, 1 ·am leading a isth anniversary tribute at the African Burial Ground National 
Memorjal in. loW?r Manb..:!ttgn with m;lditional events at Hamilton Grange and Grant's Tomb. 
The proper context for· appreciating Third Baptist Church is a global and national one because it 
is deeply connected with the main threads of the black experience. 
Seventy-five percent of captives in the Middle Passage came from the highly-advanced 
Spnghoy Empire, which covered an area twice the size of the United States, and most of the 
rest from the Kingdom of the Kongo, another nation~state. 
They brought with them generations of burial and religious practices. From the inception of 
Western Hemisphere slavery to the American Revolution, they had to bury their dead in 
secrecy. Those burial servipes were conducted through retention of African tradition practices. 
Although every thing el~e was taken away from them, they insisted on burying their dead. The 
first organizations were burial societies.. · 
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When Anglican theoli:>gi<:!.ns made the tortLJred conclusion in thE:l.18th centµry that Africans 
should be taught to read in order to rei;!d the Bible, it opened the way for the syncretii:atjon of 
African and I=uropean worship practices. . . . 
Significr;1ntly, all of ~he early black churcnes prior to 1830 had African .or AIJyssinian in their 
names, a rhetorical nod to their spiritual ·source. The result was the creation of churches which 
fulfilled the purposes of defining humanity for Africans .as the institution where.they maintained 
control 
Third Baptist Church's founders had been part of that movement fpr decades before ~rriving in 
San Francisco. Dr. Amos C. Brown .Jr., the current seni.or. pastor, is.expert in thejourneys of 
Rev.· Charles Satchell, who ts comparable to the New Testament Paul as an evangelist of the 
ij~ . . 

Through him and the founders., who intentionally travelled by ship for months to reach .San 
Francisco, was carriec;I a special mandate. · . 
As early .as 1830, Bishop Richard Allen identified California, then led by .the first of several 
Mexican governors of African heritage as a place for biacks to move. The earliest qonventions 
b¢ginning in 1816 were focused on Where freeAfriCf:lflS cO~ld goto esc;:~pe n.ot only $1ayery but 
significant proscriptions where s{,,wery was no longer [egc:tJ. · · · · ·· 
The movement to California W<:!.S not just one of escape., but a significant strategic move which 
accelerated the end of bondage. 
J~rnes Brown and George Washington Dennis, among those fou.nders, worked cloSi3ly with 
Mifflh Wistar Gibbs and Peter Lester in the creation of the Frcincl:lis.e L~ag~e in 1851 anct with 
Mary Ellen Pleasant. . 
Afterjhe first Underground Railroad rescue in California in San Jose in 1850, the three churches 
quickly organized along with Presbyterian and Episcop;:31 congreg~tion.s whlch have :not survived 
11:?5 ·y&ars; to put the longevity in context. · · · · · 
They operated in a.n environment dominated by Sou.t!"Jem ~Y!fopathizers .after the. c;,9Jd Rµsh who 
·passed the right oftestim:Ony, franchise and possessory act limiting courts, votiRg and property 
ownership to white men. 
Yet they understood that ke(:lping the 31st state in a 11ation. !:)Cju~IIY. baJ~ncecj !)efofe :1850 with 
slave and free stc:!tes from joining the slave ranks was important to the overall abolition .struggle. 
They were armed for battle through the teachings of African Free Sch.ools, started by 
Revolutionary heroes such as Alexander Hamilton in New York and Benjamin Franklin in 
Phlladelphia. The Northwest TerrJtories, which.had .banned o5lavery; wer~fert.ile grou.rid for the 
church-building activities of Satchell, who was P.astoring churcli_es in KentLI<;:ky and Ohio in the 
1830s. · · 
Where black and white church goers had to connect in secrecy on the East Coast, they could 
collaborate in the open ·in San Francisco, with a number of prominent white Californians 
showing up in the programs of the three churches. 
In the case of Third Baptist, its first sanctuary was purchased from Howard Presbyterian Church 
and the church joined the San Francisco Baptrst Association, reporting in 1857 that its "main 
purpose was the elimination of American Chattel Slavery. 
Third Baptist helps eliminate the misconception that Africans were passive bystanders in their 
own liberation. Instead, its history underscores the remarkable sense of purpose and clarity 
among three million who were restricted from communication or political activity. · 
Therefore, fhey had to compensate through the quality of their oratory and writing. The three 
churches are notable because of their ability to convince powerful whites of the justice of their 
cause. 
The young people of those churches were educated in locai versions of African Free Schools 
and were expected to play two instruments and to speak two languages in the 1850s. 
Symphonic concerts and drama were frequent programs. · 
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When Pleasant and Dennis funded the legal <;:ase for Archy ~ee, they €lrnployed Edward 
Crocker and E;dward Baker, a former law partner of Al:lrahi:!ni Lincoln. Dennis' son was closely 
associated. with Mc1rk Hopkins, who became one of the Big Fou(railroad tycoons, who were all 
abolitionists, 
Rev, Thoma~ Starr King gave sermons at Third B.aptist Bethel A.M.E,. and First A.M.E. Zion 
after arriving in the 1860s to help parishioner Leland Stanford become the first pro-Union 
governor in 1862. 
Pleasant also tobk a substantial sum to. ChaJh;:un, ON. for the organi;dng convention of what 
John Brown and Harriet Tubman wanted to l:le an ,frmed rebelliqn of the enl'!laVed, a step which 
Rev. Hemry Highland Garnet had called for 1843 in Bliffal.tj. 
The result of that convention, John Brown's .raid on Harper's Ferry, was the precipitating event 
for the Civil War. 
Like Pleasant and Oennls chartering a ship to int~rc~pt Archy Lee on his way b.a¢k to 
Mississippi, the black population of San Franqis~o took decisive pteps to end. a prc)cti<;:e that was 
250 years old . . 
The building jtself is emblematic of that valiant struggle becaµse of the associa.tiori with the 
leader of the battle, U.S. Grant, who not only vanquished Rpl:>ert E. ~ee; the captor of John 
Brown, but did it with 225,000 l).$. Colqred Troqps. 
As President, Grant also defeated the Ku Klux Klan and gained passage of the 15th 
Amet1dment, protecting the right.to vote for Afric~n-Ar:nerican·s. 
Grcint, Brown and Lincoln are beloved figure$ in Afriqan::Amencan comtnuhitie$. Blacks l.n San 
Francisco supported the move of John Brown's widow :and daughter to :tl,1;3. i:3ay Area to 
eventually reside in Saratoga. · · · · 
Grass roots fundraising drives in black communities supported the Lincoln Memorial and Grant's 
Tornb,the·largest mausoleum in North Arnet\ca. This was their way bf pushing back the 
revlsio.njst history that sought to make the treasonouii SoU.th. appear noble dllting ·the mo$l 
deadly Civil War in history. 
John Brown caused a handful of deaths arid was executed for seizing a single federal building. 
Lee broke h·is oath as a U.S. Army officer, refused to conima.nd Uniori:forces and caused two 
million deciths. but faced no punishment. · · · 
Likewise, the Goodall mansion at McAllister and Pien;;e was revered in the local. blc1ck 
community because Grant had stayed there. When Third Baptist purchased the building in the 
1940s, members took it apart by hand and W,ied the. lumber in the construction of the new· 
facility, retaining some furnishings. 
Sjnce then, W.E.B. DuBois, Paul Robeson and Dr. John Hope Frc1oklin. h.ave graced its stage. 
Martin Luther King Jr. lived nearby on Scott Street as ~ teenager dui:frig summer visits before 
attending Morehouse College, and specifically relied on Ray Taliaferro, the music minister of 
Third Baptist, as his musical director for any program in San Francisco. 
Yet, a plaque on the building does not 90 Third Baptist Ch1,1rchjustice. Marcus Books, 
Ingleside Presbyterian Church and Sam Jordan's have gotten the city designation as a result of 
my research and each reports dissatisfaction with the results or !ack thereof. 
Third Baptist, Bethel and First A.M.E. Zion aren't just 165 years old, but collectively they lit the 
fuse on the (::Oncluding act of the ehd of slavery. They should be hon·ored in the same fashion 
as the National Park Service site at Ebenezer Baptist Church i!i Atlanta or th~ African Burial 
GrotJnd, as places of nationai reverence, not anachronisms in the way of gentrification. 
When the Alamo Square Historic District was created, Third Baptist was not even acknowledged 
then, although it is in the district and the oldest institution in the area. Hundreds of thousands 
come to see a set of houses popularized in a television series of the 1980s, but there is nothing 
to direct them to a church which helped keep this nc;ition together. 
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Unless those throngs get to know the importance of Third Baptist, centrally located next to one 
of the city's most visited tourist locations, this designation will be an expression of whit€! 
privilege to cover up the fact that it has been ignored for so long. 
Rev. SatcheU's grandson, Rev. Charles Satchell Morris, would become a celebrated minister of 
Abys·sinian Baptist Church in New York City, as blacks began moving into Harlem soon after the 
building of Grant's Tomb. · 
In the absence of the knowledge of the pioneers of San Francisco, uninformed people call the 
area "the Har1em of the VI.Jest." Yet the direction of influence was from San Francisco back 
East. 
BE!rt Williams, whose house is two blocks from 1399 McAllister, would become one of the first 
blacks to move into Harlem after joining the Ziegfeld Follies. 
Yet, at Abyssinian, hundreds of visitors wait for a few opportunities to worship, because the 
historical resources are much more fully appreciated. 
Adequate recognition must include the proper support for the vast documentation created by 
five organizations which were founded in 1865 and a black press which extends back to 1854 in 
San Francisco. 
To complete this study without using the archives of the San Francisco African-American 
Historical and Cultural Society, buried by the city for the past four years under the Civic Center, 
or using the photos of the Clarence Gatson Collection, the church photographer for 30 years, or 
the Wesley Johnson Family Collection, a family which began attending the church in 1915, 
means the whole story is not being told. 
If we only recognize one building, we still omit the oldest black church building in the state, the 
1908 sanctuary of Third Baptist Church and the earlier site in Union Square as well as. the sites 
of Bethel A.M.E. and First A.M.E. Zion, which are important markers for the migration of African­
Americans across the city. 
An apology ·is in order for the omission of this designation has been a continuing insult to the 
African-American population of the city and all people of goodwill. Every reason for historic 
significance has been known for a century and a half. 
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Si1g;nificance 

A) Significant Events, BJ Important Persons 
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Leaders of Third Baptist Church viewing plans 
for the new church building at McAllister and 
Pierce Streets, circa 1952. Rev. Haynes is 
pictured at bottom left (Photo credit: Third Baptist 
Church) 
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Members of Third Baptist Church with Rev. 
Frederick D. Haynes, Sr. during dedication 
of the new church site, circa 1952. (Photo 
credit: Third Baptist Church) 

W.E.B. Du Bois, founder of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 
addresses the members of Third Baptist Church in 
1958 (Photo Credit: African American Historical and 
Cultural Societi;) 
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CJ Architecture 

Bell Tower and Church Building 
Construction date: 1952 
Architect: William Gunnison 

Youth and Classroom Building 
Construction date: 1956 
Architect: Alfred W. Johnson 
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City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

BOARD of SUPERVISORS San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5227 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

LAND USE AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Land Use and Transportation Committee wiil 
hold a public hearing to consider the following proposal and said public hearing will be held 
as follows, at which time all interested parties may attend and be heard: 

Date: October 23, 2017 

Time: 1 :30 p.m." 

Location: Legislative Chamber, Room 250, located at City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton 8. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA 

Subject: File No. 170923. Ordinance amending the Planning Code to designate 
1399 McAllister Street (aka Third Baptist Church Complex), in 
Assessor's Parcel Block No. 0778, Lot No. 013, as a Landmark under 
Article 10 of the Planning Code; affirming the Planning Department's 
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and 
making public necessity, convenience and welfare findings under 
Planning Code, Section 302, and findings of consistency with the 
General Plan, and the eight priority policies of Planning Code, Section 
101.1. 

In accordance with Administrative Code, Section 67.7-1, persons who are unable to 
attend the hearing on this matter may submit written comments to the City prior to the time . 
the hearing begins. These comments will be made part of the official public record in this 
matter, and shall be brought to the attention of the members of the Committee. Written 
comments should be addressed to Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board, City Hall, 1 Dr. Carlton 
8. Goodlett Place, Room 244, San Francisco, CA 94102. Information relating to this matter is 

. available in the Office of the Clerk of the Board. Agenda information relating to this matter 
will be available for public review on Friday, October 20, 2017. 

~~~ 
{ Ange1a Calvillo, Clerk of the Board 

DATED/MAILED/POSTED: October 13, 2017. 
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August 21, 2017 

Ms . .Angela Calvillo, Clerk 
Honorable Supervisor London Breed 
Board of Supervisors 
· City and County of San Francisco 
. City Hall, Room 244 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

?t'1· ?; ! . I. 
I• i..,.. '•f II, 

AK ! ·( ___ ._!..::J:.----

Re: Transmittal of Planning Department Case Number 2017-004024DES: 
1399 McAllister Street Landmark Designation (Third Baptist Church Complex) 
BOS File No: (pending) 
Historic Preservation Commission Recommendation: Approval 

Dear Ms. Calvillo and Supervisor Breed, 

On August 16, 2017 the San Francisco Historic Preservation Commission (hereinafter "HPC") 
conducted a duly noticed public hearing at a regularly scheduled meeting to consider a 
recommendation for landmark designation of 1399 McAllister Street, known historically as the 
Third Baptist Church Complex, to the Board of Supervisors. At the hearing, the HPC voted to 
approve a resolution to recommend landmark designation pursuant to Article 10 of the Planning 
Code. 

The proposed amendments have been determined to be categorically exempt from environmental 
review under the California Environmental Quality Act Section 15060( c)(2). · 

Supervisor Breed, if you would like to take sponsorship of the proposed Ordinance please contact 
the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors at your earliest convenience. 

Please find attached documents relating to the HPC' s action. A signed redline version of the 
ordinance along with two copies will be delivered to the Clerk's office separately. If you have any 
questions or require further information please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Aaron D. Starr 
Manager of Legislative Affairs 

www.sfplanning.org 
841 

1650 Mission St. 
Suite 400 
San Francisco, 
CA 94103-2479 

Reception: 
415.558.6378 

Fax: 
415.558.6409 

Planning 
Information: 
415.558.6377 



Transmital Materials 

cc: Erica Major, Office of the Clerk of the Board 
Victoria Wong, City Attorney's Office 
Kayleigh Lloyd, Aide to Supervisor Breed 

Attachments (one copy of the following): 
Draft Article 10 Landmark Designation Ordinance 
Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 893 
Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 883 
Planning Department Memo dated August 16, 2017 
Planning Department Case Report dated July 19, 2017 
Article 10 Landmark Designation Report 
Letter from Third Baptist Church authorizing landmark designation 
Letters of Support 
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