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FILE NO. 170755 ORDINANCF --,o. 

[Planning Code - Landmark Designation -2117-2123 Market Street (aka New Era Hall)] 

Ordinance·amending the Planning Code to designate 2117-2123 Market Street (aka New 

Era Hall), in Assessor's Parcel Block No. 3543, Lot No. 012, as a Landmark under 

Article 10 of the Planning Code; affirming the Planning Department's determination 

under the California Environmental Quality Act; making public necessity, convenience 

and welfare findings under Planning Code, Section 302; and making findings of 

consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of Planning Code, 

Section 101.1. 

NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font. 
Additions to Codes are in single-underline italics Times New Roman font. 
Deletions to Codes are in strikethrough italics Times }kw Roman font. 
Board amendment additions are in double-underlined Arial font. 
Board amendment deletions are in strikethrough Arial font. 
Asterisks (* * * *) indicate the omission of unchanged Code 
subsections or_parts of tables. 

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco: . 

Section 1. Findings. 

(a) CEQA and Lan_d Use Findings. 

(1) The Planning Department has determined that the proposed Planning Code 

amendment is subject to a Categorical Exemption fr~m the California Environmental Quality 

Act (California Public Resources Code section 21000 et seq., "CEQA") pursuant to Section 

15308 of the Guidelines for Implementation of the statute for actions by regulatory agencies 
.. 

for protection of the environment (in this case, landmark designation). Said determination is 

on file with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors in File No. 170755 and is incorporated herein 

by reference. 

(2) Pursuant to Planning Code Section 302, the Board of Supervisors finds that 

the proposed landmark designation of2117-2123 Market Street (aka New Era Hall), in 

Supervisor Sheehy 
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1 Assessor's Parcel Block 3543, Lot 012, will serve the public necessity, convenience and 

2 welfare for the reasons set forth in Historic Preservation Commission .Resolution No. 863, 

3 recommending approval of the proposed designation, which is incorporated herein by 

4 reference. 

5 (3) The Board finds that the proposed landmark designation of 2117-2123 

6 Market Street (akRNew Era Hall), in Assessor's Parcel Block 3543, Lot 012, is consistent with 

7 the San Francisco General Plan and with Planning Code Section 101, 1 (b) for the reasons set 

8 forth in Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 863, recommending approval of the 

· 9 proposed designation, which is incorporated herein by reference. 

· 10 (b) General Findings. 

11 (1) Pursuant to Section 4.135 of the Charter of the City and County of San 

12 Francisco, the Historic Preservation Commission has authority "to recommend approval, 

13 disapproval, or modific;;ation of landmark designations an·d historic district designations under 

14 the.Planning Code to the Board .of Supervisors." 

15 (2) On June 11, 2011, the Historic Preservation Commission added 2117-2123 

16 Market Street (aka New Era Hall), in Assessor's Parcel Block 3543, Lot 012, to the Landmark 

17 Designation Work Program. 

18 (3) The Designation report was prepared by experts and reviewed by Planning 

19 Department Preservation staff. All preparers meet the Secretary of the lnte.rior's Professional 

20 Qualification Standards, and the report was reviewed for accuracy and conformance with the 

21 purposes and standards of Artie.le 10. 

22 (4) The Historic Preservation Commission, at its regular meeting of December 

23 7, 2016, reviewed Department staffs analysis of 2117-2123 Market Street's historical 

24 significance per Article 10 as part of the Landmark Designation Case Report dated December 

25 7,2016. 

Supervisor Sheehy 
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1 (5) On December 7, 2016,.the Historic Preservation Commission passed 

2 Resolution No. 836, initiating designation of 2117-2123 Market Street (aka New Era Hall); in 

3 Assessor's Parcel Block 3543, Lot 012, as a San Francisco Landmark pursuant to Section 

4 1004.1 of the San Francisco Planning Code. Such motion is on file with the Clerk of the 

5 Board in File No.170755 and incorporated herein by reference. 

6 (6) On April 19, 2017, after holding a public hearing on the proposed 

7 designation and having considered the specialized analyses prepared by Planning 

8 Department staff and the Landmark Designation Case Report, the Historic Preservation 

9 Commission recommended approval of the proposed landmark-designation of 2117-2123 

10 Market Street (aka New Era Hall}, in Assessor's Parcel Block 3543, Lot 012, in Resolution No. 

11 863. Such resolution is on file with the Clerk of the Board in File No. 170755. 

12 (7) The Board of Supervisors hereby finds that 2117-2123 Market Street (aka 

13 New Era Hall), in Assessor's Parcel Block 3543, Lot 012, has a special character and special 

14 historical, architectural, and aesthetic interest and value, and that its designation as a 

15 · Landmark .will further the purposes of and conf9rm tc> the standards set forth in Article .10 of 

16 the San Francis.co Planning Code. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 
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24 
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Section·2. Designation_. 

Pursuant to Section 1004 of the Planning Code, 2117-2123 Market Street (aka New 

Era Hall), in Assessor's P~rcel Block 3543, Lot 012, is hereby designated as a San-Francisco· 

Landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code. 

Section 3. Required Data. 

(a) The description, location, and boundary of the Landmark site consists of the City 

parcel located at 2117-2123 Market Street (aka New Era Hall), in Assessor's Parcel Block 

Supervisor Sheehy 
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3543, Lot 012, in San Francisco's Upper Market neighborhood. 

(b) The characteristics. of the Landmark that justify its designation ar~ described and 

shown· in the Landmark Designation Case Report and other supporting materials contained in 

Planning Department Case Docket No .. 2011.1-124L. In brief, 2117-2123 Market Street (aka 

New Era Hall), in Assessor's Parcel Block 3543, Lot 012, is eligible for local designation under 

National Register of Historic Places Criterion C (as it embodies distinctive characteristics of a 

type, period, or method of construction and represents the work of a master architect). 

Specifically, designation of New Era Hall is proper given it is one of only nine known purpose

built social halls with commercial spaces designed in the Classical Revival style with 

Craftsman details by master architect August Nordin. 

(c) The particular features that shall be preserved, or.replaced in-kind as determined 

necessary, are those generally shown in photographs and described in the Landmark 

Designation Case Report, which can be found in Planning Department Docket No. 

2011.1124L, and which are incorporated in this designation by reference as though fully set 

forth. Specifically, the following features shall be preserved or repfaced in kind: 

(1) All exteriorelevations, form, massing, structure, roofline, architectural 

ornament and materials of 2117-2123 Market Street, identified as: 

(A) Two-story height and massing (ground floor of 14 and 15 feet and 

second floor of 16 and 24 feet); 

(B) All exterior elevations including the narrow, flush wood siding at the 

second floor of the. front elevation and channel drop siding at the side elevation; 

(C) All architectural details and motifs, including the cornice with plain 

frieze; over-scaled, paired brackets with extended triple pendants; and square, beveled rafter 

tails supporting a deeply projecting cornice with banded moldings; 

Supervisor Sheehy 
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1 (D) -Central entry doors within the center bay at 2117 Market Street, 

2 including the single-glazed, double leaf, wood doors with decorative flared door surround, 

3 capped by a beveled lintel entry hood with applied floriated ornament, supported by nailhead 

4 block details; 

5 (E) Ground floor storefronts, including the partially recessed, angled 

6 vestibule storefront entry· with tile flooring at 2117 Market Street and the deeply recessed, 

7 · angled vestibule storefronts at 2123 Market Street; the configuration of the storefronts at 2117 

8 and 2123 Market Street comprised of stucco bulkheads, raised display platforms, and plate 

9 glass windows storefront windows; the over-scaled, divided light, wood transom spanning the 

10 plate glass storefronts at the ground floor; and the wood-sash, single-light doors at 2117 and· 

11 2121 Market Street (non-historic aluminum doors at 212.3 Market Street are not character-

12 defining features); . 

13 (F) Second floor fenestration, including triple-ganged, wood sash, double-

14 hung windows with ogee lugs surrounded by heavy casings and bracketed lintels and sills 

15 with nailhead block trim, located in the first and third building bays, and the_ single double-

16 hung, wood sash window with ogee lugs and heavy casings located within the middle bay. 

17 (2) The character-defining interior features of the building are those associated 

18. with areas that have historically'been accessible to the public, and are depicted in the floor 

19 plans or photos the Landmark Designation Report dated December 7, 2016, including: 

20 (A) Stairway to Second Fioor Lodge Rooms including the vertical board-

21 and-batten wood paneling with bead board above (presently painted) and wooden steps to 

22 . upper floor; 

23 (B) Second-Story Entry Hall, including the vertical·board-and-batten 

. 24 wood paneling and flat-board surrounds with nailhead block details and turned wood staircase 

25 baluster; 

Supervisor Sheehy 
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(C) Second-Story Anterooms, including the vertical board-and-batten and 

bead board paneling with nailhead block details; 

(D) Second-Story Lodge Room No. 1, including the open plan and 

volume measuring 49 feet by 49 feet, with a ceiling height of 24 feet to the underside of the 

roof; board-and-batten and tongue-in-groove wall cladding (presently painted) with nailhead 

block details, and three exposed Howe trusses; and 

(E) Second-Story Lodge Room No. 2, including open plan and volume 

historically measuring 49 feet by 20 feet with a ceiling height of 16 feet to the underside of the 

roof; and interior wall finishes, including the wide board shiplap siding, laid horizontally; board

and-batten wainscoting with nailhead block details, and door and window casings (currently 

painted); and the Howe trusses (currently altered and enclosed in non-historic siding). 

Section 4. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after 

enactment. Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor returns the 

ordinance unsigned or does not sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it, or the Board 

16 1 · of Supervisors overrides the Mayor's veto of the ordinance. 
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APPROVED AS TO .FORM: 
DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney 

By: 
VI TORIA WONG 
Deputy City Attorney 

n:\land\as2016\0900449\01186347.doc 

Historic Preservation Commission 
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FILE NO. 170755 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST 

[Planning Code - Landn,ark Designation - 2117-2123 Market Street (aka New Era Hall)] 

·ordinance amending the Planning Code to designate 2117-2123 Market Street (aka New 
Era Hall), in Assessor's Parcel Block No. 3543, Lot No. 012, as a Landmark under . 
Article 10 of the Planning Code; affirming the Planning Department's determination 
under the California Enviroi-m1ental Quality Act; making public necessity, convenience 
and welfare findings under Planning Code, Sectio·n 302; and making findings of 
consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority polic_ies of Planning Code, 
Section 101..1. 

Existing Law 

· Under Article 10, Section 1004 of the Planning Code, the Board of Supervisors may, by 
ordinance, designate ari individual structure that has special character or special historical, 
architectural or aesthetic interest or value as a City landmark. Once a structure has been 
named a landmark, any construction, alteration, removal or demoliti9n for which a City permit 
is required necessitates a Certificate of Appropriateness from the Historic Preservation 
Comn,ission ("HPC"). (Planning Code § 1006; Charter of the City and County of San 
Francisco, § 4.135.) Thus, landmark designation affords a high degree of protection to 
historic and architectural structures of merit in the City. There are currently 273 individual 
landmarks in the City under Article 10, in addition to other structures and districts in the 
downtown area that are protected under Article 11. (See Appendix A to Article 10.) 

Amendments to Current Law ; 

This ordinance amends the Planning Code to add a new historic landmark to the list of 
individual landmarks under Article 10: 21"17-2123 Market Street (aka New Era Hall), in 
Assessor's Parcel Block 3543, Lot 012 . 

. This ordinance finds that 2117-2123 Market Street (aka New Era Hall), in Assessor's Parcel 
Block 3543; Lot 012, is eligible for local designation under National Register of Historic Places 
Criterion C (as it embodies distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method ·of 
construction and represents the work of a master architect). Specifically, designation of New 
Era Hall is proper given it is one. of only nine known purpose-built social halls with comm·ercial 
spaces designed in the Classical Revival style with Craftsman details by master architect 
August Nordin. · · · 

As required by Section 1004, the ordinance lists the particular exterior _and interiorfeatures 
that shall be preserved, or replaced in-kind as determined necessary. 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 1 
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FILE NO. 170755 

Background Information 

The landmark designation was initiated by the HPC pursuant to its authority under the Charter 
to recommend approval, disapproval, or modification of landmark designations and historic 
district designations under the Planning Code to the Board of Supervisors. The HPC held a 
hearing to initiate the landmark designation of 2117-2123 Market Street (aka New Era Hall) on 
December 7, 2017. On April 19, 2017, after holding a public hearing on the proposed 
designation and having considered. the Landmark Designation Case Report prepared by 
Planning Department staff, the HPC voted to recommend approva1 of 2117-2123 Market 
Street (aka New Era Hall) to the Board of Supervisors. 

n:\land\as2017\0900449\01200423.docx 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
PLANNING DEPARTMEN~1\::}.;,:./:~·:-'..,,,~1-:'.:· ,: 

:...I',.) }<\ • ', : ·' •._.' i ._· ••• • -- • • : ·-· .... : '· ._,1 

April 27, 2017 

Ms. Angela Calvillo, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 
City and County of San Francisco 
City Hall, Room 244 _ 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

2Di7 JUN 13 AN 9: 56 

3\/ ~----------

Re: Transmittal of Planning Department Case Number 2011.11241: 
2117-2123 Market Street Landmark Designation (New Era Hall). 
BOS File No: l'10iS5 (pending) 
Hi1?toric Preservation Commission Recommendation: Approval 

Dear Ms. Calvillo and Supervisor Sheehy, 

On April 19, 2017 the San Francisco Historic Preservation Commission (hereinafter "HPC") 
conducted a duly noticed public hearing at a regularly scheduled meeting to consider a 
recommendatjon for landmark designation of 2117-2123 Market Street, known historically as New 
Era Hall, to the Board of Supervisors. At the hearing, the HPC voted to approve a resolution to 
recommend landmark designation pursuant to Article 10 of the Pianning Code. · 

The proposed amendments have been determined to be categorically exempt from environmental 
review under the California Environmental Quality Act Section 15060( c)(2). 

We've been in contact with Supervisor Sheehy's office regarding the proposed designation and 
will provide an update to his office on our recent communications with the property owner 
regarding the benefits of landmark designation, including the Mills Act and the California 
Historical Building Code. We will also coordinate with his office regarding sponsorship of the 
proposed Ordinance. 

Please find attached documents relating to the HPC' s action. If you have any questions or require 
further information please do not hesitate to contact me. 

ar 
Manager of Legis~ative Affairs 

cc: Alisa Somera, Assistant Clerk -of the Board 
Victoria Wong, City Attorney's Office 
Supervisor Jeff Sheehy 

www.sfplanning.org 
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Transmital Materials 

Attachments (one copy of the following): 
Draft Article 10 Landmark Designation Ordinance 
Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 863 
Historic; Preservation Commission Resolution No. 836 
Planning Department Memo dated April 19, 2017 
Planning Department Case Report dated December 7, 2016 
Article 10 Landmark Designation Report 
Letter of Support from Academy of Art Ballet 
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Tr~n~rrii~al Materials 

Attachments (one copy of the following): 
Draft Article 10 Landmark Designation Ordinance 
Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 863 

Historic Preservati.on Commission Resolution No. 836 

Planning Deparl:n:).eni: Memo dated April 19, 2017 
Plarming Department Case Report dated December 7, 2016 
Article 10 LandmarkD~ignation Report 
Letter ofSupport from Academy of Art J3allet 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Resolution No. 836 
HEARING DATE DECEMBER 7, 2016 

Case No.: 

16ti0 Mission St 
Suite 400 
San _Francisco, 
CA 94103-2479 

Reception: 
415.558.6378 

Fax: 
415.558.6409 

Project: 
Zoning: 

2011.1124L 

New Era Hall 
NCT -Upper Market Neighborhood Commercial Transit 

District 

-Planning 
ln!ormaiion: 
415.558.6377 

Staff Contact: 

Reviewed By: 

Susan Parks (415}° 575-9101 
susan.parks@sfgov.org 
Tim Frye.:. (415)575-6822 
tim.frye®sfgov.org 

RESOLUTION TO INITIATE ARTICLE 10 LANDMARK DESIGNATION OF 2117-2123 
MARKET STREET, HISTORICALi.. Y KNOWN AS NEW ERA HALL, LOT 012 IN 
ASSESSOR'S BLOCK 3543, AS LANDMARK NO. XXX PURSUANT TO 1004;1 OF 
THE PLANNING CODE. 

1. WHERE.AS, on June 15, 2011, the Historic Preservation Commission included 2117-2123 Market 
Street, New Era Hall, on its Landmark Designation Work i;'rogram; and 

2. WHERE.AS, Planning Department staff Moses Coriette and Jonathan Lammers, both of whom 
meet the Secretary of Interior's Professional Qualification Standards, prepared the Draft 
Landmark Designation Report, which was reviewed by Tim Frye of the Department for 
accuracy and confo~ance with the purppses and standards of Article 10; and 

3. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission, at its regular meeting of December 7, 2016; 
reviC\ved Department staff's analysis of New Era Hall's historical si&nificance per Article 10 as 
part of the Landmark Designation Case Report dated N ov'ember 30, 2016; and 

4. 'WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that the 2117-2123 Market Street 
IJ.Omination is in the form prescribed by the HPC and contains supporting historic, architectural, 
and/or cultural documentation; and 

5. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 2117-2123 Market Street, conveys 
i_ts significant architectural qualities as the work of .a master architect, August Nordin, while 
employing innovative structural techniques. 2117-2123 Market Street is also significant f<>r its 
association with the rebuilding of San Francisco after the di~ster of 1906, the establishment of 
Upper Market Street as a commercial corridor, and for its associ,ation with the Visalia Stock 
Saddle Company. 

www . .sfplann1ngorg 
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Resol~~on No. 836 
December 7, 2016 

Case No. 2011.1124L 
2117-2123 Market Street 

6. WHEREAS, tl:)e Historic Preservation Commission finds that 2117-2123 Market Street, meets the 
eligi'bility requirements per Section 1004 of the Planning Code and warrants consideration for 
Article io landmark designatjon; and 

7. WHEIIBAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that the boundaries and the list of 
eJ<:terior .and interior character-defming features, as identified in the draft Landmark 
Designation Report, should be considered for preservation under the proposed landmark 
designation as they relate to the New Era Hall's historical significance and retain historical 

inte&rlty; and 

8. WHEREAS, . the proposed designaHon is consistent ·with the Gen~ Plan priority polices 
pursuant to Planning Code Sec;tion 101.l(b) and furthers Priority Policy No. 7, which states, that 
historic buildings be preserved, for reasons set for the in th.e November 30, 201~ Case Report;· 
and 

9. WHEREAS, the Department has determined that lan.dmark designation is exempt from 
environmental review, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15308 (Gass Eight - Categorical); 

and 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOL VEDr that the Historic Preservation· Commission hereby confirms the 
nomination and initiates landmark designation of 2117-2123 Market Street, the New Era Hall; Assessor's 
Block 3543 Lot 012, .pursuant to Article 10 of the Planning Code. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Historic Preservation Commissiori at its 
meeting on December 7, 2016. 

Ji-
Jo,nasP.I~ 
Commission Secretary 

AYES: Wolfram, Hyland, Johnck, John;:;, Matsuda, Pearlman 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: Hasz 

ADOPTED: December 7, 2016 

SAN FRANCISCO . 
PLANNING Jr>t!PARTMll!!NT 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

HEARING DATE: Aptil 19,.2017 

CASE NUMBER: 2011.1124L - 211%2123 Market Street 

TO: Historic Preservation Commission 

FROM: Desiree Smith 
Preservation Planner, 41.5-575-9093 

REVIEWED BY: Tim Frye 
Historic Preservati.o:Q. Officer, 415-575-682:l 

RE: Landmark Recommendation Resolntion 

On December 7, 2016, the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) adopted Resolution 
No. 836 to initiate Article 10 landmark designation of 2117-2123 Market Street, known 
historically as New Era Hall. Under Article 10, initiation and recommendation are two 
distinct steps of the landmark designation process which require separate hearings and 
.resolutions.· 

Attached is a draft Resolution to recommend approval to the Board of Supervisors the 
designation of 2117-2123 Market Street, New Era Hall, under Article 10 of the Planning 
Code, Section 1004.1. The Planning Department recommends adopting this Resolution. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
Draft Resolution 
Draft Designation Ordinance 
Draft Landmark Designation Report submitted to HPC on December 7, 2016 and 
updated March 30; 2017 
December 7, 2016 Case Report 
Resolution 836 

www:sfplanning.org 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
.PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Resolution No. 863 

Case No.: 
Project: 
Zonmg: 

· Staff Contact: 

_Reviewed By: 

HEARING DATE APRll,.19, 2017 

2011.1124L 
New Era Hall 
NCT-Upper Market Neighborhopd Commercial Transit 
District 
Desiree Smith {415) 575-9093 
desiree.smith®sfgov .org 
Till!- Frye.::. (415) 575-6822 
tfut.fi;ye®sfgov:or~ . 

~~~~~~~N o~~.~~~~~~E: T~Ji;-1:fA;fR~~u::RR~~~~~s~~~~~~~ 
KNOWN. AS NEW ERA HALL, LOT 012 IN ASSESSOR'S BLOCK 3543, AS 
LANDMARK NO. XXX PURSUANT TO 1004.1 OF THE PLANNING CODE. 

1. WlfEREA.S, on June 15, 2011, the Historic Preservation Commission included 2117-2123 Market 

Street, New Era Hall, on its Landmark Designation Work Program; and 

2. WHEREAS, Planning Department staff Moses Corrette and Jo~than Lammers, both of whom 
· meet the Secretary of Interior's Pn:>fessional Qualification Standards, prepared the Draft. 

Landmark Designation Report, which was reviewed by Tim Frye of the Department for 
accuracy and. conformance with the purposes and standards of Article 10; and 

. ~. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission, at its reguJar meeting of December i, 2016, 
reviewed Department staffs analysis of New Era Halfs historical significance per Article 10 as 
part of the L.mdrnark Designation Case R~port dated December 7, 2016; and 

4. WHEREAS, the· Historic Preservation Commission finds that the 2117-2123 Market Street 

nomination is in the fofll). prescribed by the Br'C and contains supporting historic, architectural, 
and/a~ cultural dorumentation; and 

5. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commi5$ion finds that 2117~212.3 Market Street, conveys 
its significant architectural qualities as the work of a master architect, August Nordin, wltjle 
employing innovatj~e strucfural techniques. 2117-2123 Market Street js also significant for its 
association with the rebuilding of San Francisco after the disaster of 1906, the establishment of 
· Upper Ma.rket Stree_t as a commercial corridor, and for its association with the Visalia Stcick 
Saddle Company. 

Vv'V,/'N,sfplanning.oi\J 
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Resolution No. 863 
April 19, 2017 

2011.1124L 
2117 ~2123 Market Street 

6. WHEREAS, the Histoi;ic Preservation Co.mrnission finds that 2117-2123 Market Street, meets the 
eligibility requirements per Section 1004 of the Planning Code and warrants conside:ration for 
Article 10 lanchnark designation; and 

7. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that the boundaries and the list of 
exterior and interior character-defining features, as identified in the draft Landmark 
Designation Report, should be considered for preservation under the proposed landmark 
designation as they relate to the New Era Hall's historical significance and retain historical 
integrity; and 

8. WHEREAS, the proposed designation is consistent with the General Plan priority polices 
.pursuant to Planning Code Section 101.l(b) and furthers Priority Policy No. 7, which states, that 
historic buildings be preserved, for reasons set fut the in the December 7, 2016 Case Report; and 

9. WHEREAS, the Department has determined that landmark designation is exempt from 
environmental review, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15308 (Class Eight - Categorical); 
and 

TIIEREFORE·BE IT RESOLVED, that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends to the 
Board of Supervisors approval of the landmark designation of 2117-2123 Market Street, the New Era Hall, 
Assessor's Block 3543 Lot 012, pursuant to.Article 10 of the Planning Code. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Historic Preservation Commission at its 
meetipg on April 19, 2017. 

~.~ 
Commission Secretary 

AYES: 

NAYS: 

Johns, Johnck, Hyland, Matsuda, Pe;;irhnari, Wolfram 

None 

ABSENT:· 

ADOPTED: 

SAN FRANCISCO 

Hasz 

April 19, 2017 
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L.andmark Designation 
Case R~port 

Hearing Date: 
Case No.: 
Project Address: 
Zoning: 
Block/Lot: 
Staff Contact: 

Reviewed By: 

December 7, 2016 
2011.1124L 
2117-2123 Market Street 
(NCI') Neighborhood Commercial Transit 
3543/012 
Susan Parks - (415) 575-9109 
susan.parks@sfgov.org 
Tim Frye..:. ( 415) 575-6822 
timJtye@sfgov.org 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION & SURROUNDING LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT 

1650 Mission St. 
Sulte400 
.San Francisco, 
CA 94103-2479 

~eplion: 
415.558.6378 

Fax: 
415.558.6409 

Plannipg · 
Information: 
415.558.6377 

New Era Hall is a cQmbination commercial building and social hall designed by master architect, August 
Nordin.. Completed just seven months after the i906 Earthquake and Fire, New Era Hall provided·crucial 
meeting space for organizations displaced by the disaster, such as the Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias 
and the Woodmen of the World. The building also housed a variety of commercial tenants, Ute most 
durable of which was the Visalia Stock Saddle Company. A pioneer Mexican-American business with 
state-wide significance, the company made notable coritributions·to the development of what is today 
known as the "western saddle" design. Between i911 and 1953, the Visalia Stock Saddle Company 
exclusively manufactured their high-end and custom saddles in New Era Hall building, developing an 
international reputation for superior craftsmanship and quality. 

2117~2123 Market Street, known as New Era Hall, is located at the intersection·pf Market and Church 
Streets, .within the Upper Market Neighborhood Commercial Transit Zoning District. Th~ subject building 
is located towards norfueastern boundary of the Upper Mark~ N~ghborhoo4 Commercial Transit (NCI) 
District that is characterized by variety of two and three-story mixed-use buildings dating from the 1900s 
to the2010s, including many multi-~y residentiaJ,·garages, formula retail, and commercial uses. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTlON 

The case before the Historic Preservation Commission is the consideration to initiate Ute landmark 
designation process of 2117-2123 Market Street, New Era Hall as an Article 10 landnµµ:k nnder Article io 
of the Planning Code, Section 1004.l, and recommending t;hat the Board of Supervisors approve of such 
designation. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW STATUS 

Case Number 2011.1124L 
NewEraHall 

The Planning Department. has determined that actions by regulatory agencies for protection of the 
environment (specifically in this case, landmark designati~n) are exempt from environmental review, 
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15308 (Oass Eight - Categorical). 

The Urban Design Element of the San Francisco General Plan contains the following relevant objectives 
and policies: 

OBJECTIVE 2: 

POLICY 4: 

Conservation of Resources that provide a sense of nature, continuity with the 
past, and freedom from overcrowding. 

Preserve notable landmarks and areas of historic, architectural or aesthetic value, 
and promote the preservation of other buildings and features that provide 
continuity with past development. 

Designating signilicant J,ustoric resources as local landmarks will further continuity with the past because 
the buildings will be preserved for the benefit of future ge.riE!rations. Landmark designation will require 
that the Planning Department and the Historic Preservation Commission :review proposed work that 
may have an impact on crurracter-defining features. Both entities will utilize the Secretary of Interior's 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties in their review to ensure that only appropriate, compatible 
alterations are made. · · 

SAN FRANCisco PLANNING CODE SECTI.ON 101.1 - GENERALPl,AN CONSISTENCY AND JMPLEMENTATION 

Planning Code Section 101.1 - Eight Priority Policies establishes and requires review of permits for 
consistency with said policies. On balance, the proposed designation is consistent with the priority 
policies in that 

a.· The proposed designation will further Priority Policy No. 7, that landmarks and historic 
buildings be preserved. Landmark designation of 3117-2123 Mai:ket Street will help to preserve 
an important architectural resource associated with architect August Nordin and. the original 
.headquarters of prominent Mexi.can-American owned business The Visalia Stock Saddle 
.company. 

BACKGROUND I PREVIO.US ACTIONS 

On June 15, 2011, the Historic Preservation Commission added New Era Hall to its Landmark 
Designation Work Program. 

OTHER ACTIONS REQUIRED 

If the Historic Preservation Commission adopts a resolution to initiate designation of the subject property 
as an Article 10 landmark. at its December 7, 2016 hearing and directs staff to finalize the landmark 
designation report, a second Historic Preservation Commission hearing will be scheduled for the 

SA~ r!lA~CiSCO . . . . 
PLANNING .DEPARTMENT 2 
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Case Number 2011.1124L 
New Era Hall 

Commission's recommendation of approval of the designation. At the second ·hearing, if the Historic 
Preservation Commission recommends approvai. of the designation, its recommendation will be sent by 
the Department to the Board of Supervisors. The nomination would then be considered at a future Board 
of Supervisors hearing for formal Article 10 landmark designation. 

APPLICABLE PR~SERVATION STANDARDS 

ARTICLE IO 

Section 1004 of the Planning Code authorizes the landmark designation of an individual structure or 
other feature or an integrated group of structures and features on a single lot or si~, having special 
character or special hisf<:>rical, architectural or aesthetic interest or ·value, as a landmark. Section 1004.l 
also outlines that landmark designation may be initiated by the Board of Supervisors or the Historic 
Preservation Commission and the injtiation s~ m.clude findings in support Section 1004.2 states that 
once initiated, the proposed designation is referred to the Historic Preservation Commission for a report 
and recommendation to the Board of Supervisors tq approve, disapprove or modify the proposal 

~t to Section 1004.3 of the Planning Code, if the Historic Preservation Commission approves the 
designation, a copy of the resolution of approval is transmitted to the Board of Supervisors and without 
referral to the Planning Commission. The Board of Supervisors shall hold a public hearing on the 
designation and may approve, modify or disapprove the designation. 

In the case of the initiation of a historic district, the Historic Preservation Commission shall refer its 
recommendation to the Planriing Commission pursuant to Section 1004.2(c). The Planning Commission 
shall have 45 days to provide review and comment on the· proposed designation and address the 
consistency of the proposed designation with the General Plan, Section IOU priorj.ty poli~s, the City's 
Regional Housing Needs Alkication and the Sustai,nable Communities Strategy for the Bay Area. These 
comments shall be sent to the Board 9£ Super0sors in the form, of ~ resoi-qtion. 

Section 10()4(b) requires that t;he designating ordinance. approved by J:he Board of Supervisors shall 
i¢ude t;he loc;ati.on and boµndaries of the landmark site, a description of the characteristics of the 
landmark w~ch justify its designation, and .a description of the particular features that should be 
prese~ed. · 

Section :1.004.4 states that if the Historic Preservation Commission disapproves the proposed designation, 
such action shall be final, except upon the filing of a valid appeal to the Board of Supervisors within 30 
days. 

ARTICLI;: 10 LANDMARK CRITERIA 

The Historic P.reservation Commission on February 4, 2009, by Resolution No. 001,. adopted the.National 
Register Criteria as its methodology tor recommending landmark designation of historic resources. 
Under · the National Register Criteria, t;he quaHty of significance in American history, architecture, 
archaeology, ~gineering, and cuUure is present in Qistricts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that 
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New Era Hall 

possess integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, materials, workmanship, and association, and that 
are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; 
or that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past or that embody the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that 
possess high artistic values, or represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may 
lack individual distinction; or that have yielded, or may likely yield, information important in prehistory 

or history. 

PUBLIC I NEIGHBORHOOD INPUT 

There is no known opposition to designation of 2117-2123 Market Street as an Article 10 landmark. The 
Department will provide any public correspondence received after the submittal of this report in the 
Historic Preservation Commission's correspondence folder. 

PROPERTY OWNER INPUT 

The property owner is CTC RE ITI, LLC. On November 16, 2016, Department Staff received a letter of 
opposition from Gabriel Block, a managing member of the company. (Attachment C: Letter of Opposition) 

PROPERTY OWNER AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND ENGAGEMENT 

Building owners were mailed notice of the June 15, 2011 Work Program hearing, and received a follow
up letter to inform them that the building had been placed on the Work Program. In the SUIII.D.1~ of 2012, 
ownership of the building changed. In November 2012, the Department-sent a duplicate notice to the 
new owners, and requested a one-on-one meeting at the site. Staff met with the owners and 
representatives at the site to discuss overall benefits and responsibilities of landmark designation. In 
October 2016, following the HPC's addition and reprioritization of the Landmark Designation Work_ 
Program, the property owners received a notice reminding them that the property was on the work 
program and requesting a meeting. Department staff contacted the owner's. in advance of the December 
7; 2016 hearing to ex.plain the process, responsibilities, and incentives of landmarking, including the Mills 
Act Program. The owners replied to staff via email, stating that they are not in support of designation at 
this time. (Attachment C: Utter of Opposition) 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

2ii%2123 Market Street is architecturally significant for its for its unique combination of architecture and 
for its structur.il engineering; and as a rare ~t property type; and for associations with local master 
architect August Nordin, who made significant contributions _to the development of San Francisco. The 
building is also significant for its associations with the Visalia Stock Saddle Company. Landmark · 
designation will highlight and celebrate both aspects of thebtiilding' s significance.. · 

The case report and analysis under review was prepared by Department preservation staff based upon 
the attached draft Landmark Desigriation Report as well as staff site visits, research, and photography. 
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INTEGRITY 

Case Number 2011.1124L 
New Era Hall 

The ~ven aspects of integrity are considered to be location, design, materials, workmanship, setting, 
feeling, and aS!lOciation in relation to the period. of significance established above. Cumulatively, the 
building at 2117-2123 Market Street retains sujfi.cient integrity to convey its significance in the period of 
significance (1906, 1911~1949), as detailed in the integrity analysis below. 

New Era Hall retains integrity of location, setting, and association with a commercial context. Although it 
is no longer in use as a lodge hall, the ammgernent of the interior hall spaces appears to be unchanged. 
The building retains a high degree of integrity of design, materials, ~orlananship, and feeling, "1th 
exceptioIJS alterations installation of metal-:frame lower storefront windows and doors to the storefront at 
2123Market in 1975 on the first story, and the addition of a second-story central window in 1920. The 
remaining elements on the ground floor including the main entrance surround and storefront transoms, 
1,1i,per flobr fei:l.estra:ti.on and cornice are unaltered. 

CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES 

Whenever a building, site, object, or landscape is under consideration for Article 10 Landmark 
designation, the Historic Preservation Commission is required to identify character-defining features of 
the property. This is done to enable owners and the public to understand which elements are considered 
:inost important fo preserve the historical and architectural character of the proposed landmark. 

The character-defining exterior features of the building are identified as: 

• Two-story height and massing (ground floor of 14 and 15-feet and second floor o( 16 and 24 feet); 
• An rooflines, including the flat roof; 
• All exterior elevations including the narrow, flush wood siding at the second floor of the front 

elevation and channel drop siding at the side elevation; 
• All architectural details and mo~: i;nclu<;l~g the comice with plain frieze; .over-scaled., paired 

brackets with extended triple pendants; and square, beveled rafter tails supporting a deeply 
projecth;tg cornice with banded mo}dings. 

• Central entry doors within the center bay at 2117 Market Street including;· the single-glazed, 
double leaf, wood doors with decorative flared door surround, capped by a beveled lintel entry 
hood with applied floriated ornament, supported by +Uillhead, block details; 

•- Ground floor storefronts including; the partially recessed, angled vestibule storefront E!ntry with 
tile flooring at 2117 Market Street and the deeply recessed, angled vestibi.tle storefronts at 2123 
Market Street; the ~nfiguration of the storefronts at 2117 and 2123 Market $treet comprised of 
stucco bt$:h,ea4s, r;rised ~play platforms, and plate glass windows storefront windows; the 
ove:r-scaled, divided light, wood transo~ spanning the plate glass storefronts at the ground 
floor; and the wood-sash, single-light doors at 2117 and 2121 Market Street (non-historic 
altuninum doors at 2123 Market Street are not oiaraqer-defining features); 

• . BecQnd floor fenestration including; triple-ganged, wood sash, douhle-hung windows with_ ogee 
J;ugs surrounded heavy casings and bracketed lintels and sills with nailhead block trim, located 
in the first and third b:uildfug bays. The single double-hung. wood sash window with ogee lugs 
and heavy casings located within the middle bay. 
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Case Number 201L1124L 
New Era Hall 

The draft Landmark Designation Report was prepared. by Mose,s Corrette and Jonathan Lammers, both 
authors meet the Secretary of the Interior's Professional Qualification Standards. 

The Deparl:!nent ~ determined, that the !illbjec:t property meets the requirements for. Article 10 eligibility 
as an individual landmark. The justification for its inclusion is ou~ed below under the 
Underrepresented ~k Types, Significance, and Integrity sections below. 

$lµNIFICANCE 

New Era Hall, located at 2117-2123 Market Street in the Upper Market Street neighborhood, is a 
Reconstruction-era social hall and retail building. lt derives its significance from its high quality 
architecture,\as a rare example of its property type, as the work of master architect, August Nordin, as 
well as its association with the rebuilding of San Francisco after the disaster of 1906, the establishment of 
Upper Mal;ket Street as a commercial corridor, and for its association with the Visalia Stock Saddle 
Company. Completed and occupied within seven months of the earthquake and fire of April 1906, New 
Era Ha1l played a role in the social history of San Francisco from 1906-1914 as the h001.e to several 
benevolent associations that were left without meeting spaces. 
New Era Hall i,s architecturally significant for its architectural embodiment of the Classical Revival style 
through is proportions, organization, and scale detailed. with :heavy Craftsman style ornament and 
exaggerated ornament ·New Era Hall is an early ex~ple of master architect AugustNordin's work 
No.rdin's San Francisco career began in 1899, and he designed over 300 structures until his death in 1936. 
The building employs innovative engineering techniques borrowed from railroad bridge technology in 
its roof truss design. Of the 72 sociai halls that were present in San, Francisco in 1907, New Era Hall is 
one of only nine surviving examples that retain excellent integrity. 

Significant for its association with the events of the Recor;istruction era and the rebuilding of San 
Francisco following the 1906 Earthquake and Fire, New Era Hall provided meeting space for numerous 
displaced organizatipns seeking a venue for meetings and events. The Name "New Era" itself implies a 
conscioW, participation m the rebuildirtg of San Francisco. The property is also associated with the 
development of local civic infrastructure in the Upper .Marl<et Street area during the early 20th century 
and reconstruction era New Era Hall is a con!:ributory property to the California Register identified.
eligible district; the Upper Market Street Commercial Historic District. The district extends down Market 
Street from Church to Castro Streets, and is comprised of many neighborhood commercial buildings that 

· served the surrounding r~dential area beginning in 1886. · 

A significant pioneer Mexican-1\.rnericanbusiness dating from 1869, the Visalia .Stock Saddle Company, 
occupied the ground floor storefronts of New Era Hall for nel!Ily 50 years starting in 1911. Recognized as 
significant by the Office of Historic Preservation in its Latino heritage publication Five Views: An Ethnic 
Site Survey far California for its contribution to the development of the "western saddle" and for the 
astonishing qu;ility of the handiwork of the saddles that were manufactured in this lmilding, the Visalia 
Stock Sadd1e Comp.iny' s other California locatjons are lost1 leaving this site as the remaining best 
location to commemorate tlus significant Californi;i enterprise. 
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The character-defining interior features of the building are identified as: 
• Stairway to Second Floor Lodge Rooms 

Case Number 2011.1124L 
New Era Hall 

o Vertical board-and-batten wood paneling with bead board above (presently painted) 
o Wooden steps to upper floor 

• Second-Story Entry Hall · 
o Vertical board-and-batten wood paneling and flat-board ~rrounds with nailhead block 

details 
o Turned wood sta).rcase baluster 

• Second-Story Anterooms 
~ V erti~l boarg.-and-patten and bead board paneling with nailhead block details 

• Second-Story Lodge Room No. 1, including: 
o Open plan and volume measuring 49-feet by 49-feet, with a ceiling height qf 24-feet to 

the unders~d,e of th~ roof. . 
o Board-and-batten and tongue-in-groove wall cladding (presently painted) with nailhead 

block details. 
o ~ exposed Howe trusses 

• Second-Story Lodge Room No. 2, including: 
o Open plan and volume.historically measu$.g 49-feet by 20-feet with a ceiling height of 

16-feet to the underside of the roof. 
0 Jriterior wall finishes including: the wide board s):uplap siding, laid honzontall y; board 

and batten wainscoting with nailhead block details, and door and window casings? (all 
au:rently painted); 

o . Two? Howe trusses (Currently, these are altered enclosed in non-historic siding) 

INTERIOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION 

Because the Lodge Rooms and Entry Hallway are the principlll iil.terior spates and are. largely unaltered, 
landmarl< designatim1 of these interior features is autllorized under Section 1004(c) of the Planning .;ode, 
which states that 

(c) The property included in any such designation shall upon designation be subject to the controls and . 
. standards set forth in this· Article 10. In addition, the saig. property shall be supject to the following 
further controls and standards if imposed by the desigxµiting ordinance: 

(I) For a publicly-owned lanchruJrk, review ofproposed changes to significant interior architectural 
features. 

(2) For a privately-owned landmark, review ~f propqsed changes requiring a permit to significant 
interior architectur.tl fi:atures in those areas of the landmark that are or historically have been 
accessible to members of the public. The designating ordinance must clearly describe each 
significant interior l;ll"chitectural ~eature subject to ~ re~ction. 
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l.JNDERREPRESENTEO LANDM.ARK TYPES 

Case Number 2011.1124L 
New Era Hall 

The proP9sed landmark designation addresses one previously identified underrepresented landmark 
type, as a landmark that is significant for cultural associations. The building stands as a tangible 
connection to the City's early Mexican-American and ranching history as the long-standing sales and 
manufacturing headquarters t<;> the Visalia St<>c:ic $adc::lle Company. There are currently only two San 
Francisco landmarks directly associated with Latino or Mexican-American history: Landmark No. 1, 
Mission Dolores (320 Dolores Street) and Landmark No. 204, Our Lady of Guadalupe O:mrch (906 
Broadway Street) which recognizes the building's early 19th Century Latino associations. 

The building is an area of the city with a high concentration of landmarks, including 7 within three 
blocks of the subject property: Landmark No. 39, Saint Francis Lutheran Church (152 Olurch Street); 
Landmark No. 267, Swedish American Hall (2168-2174 Market Street); Landmarks No. 67 & 68, Tanforan 
Cottages, (214 & 220 Dolores Street); Landmark No. 137, Notre Dame School (347-351 Dolores Street); 
and Landmark No. 1, Mission San Francisco de Asis (Mission Dolores), (310:320 Dolores Street). 

To address underrepresented landmark property types, the Historic Preservation Commission, at its 
regularly scheduled meetings on June 15, 2011 added 16 properties to its Landmark Designation Work 
Program anci on August 17, 2016, the HPC added 33 additional properties, 27 of these properties are 
significant for cultural associations including properties associated with African American, Latino, and 
LGBTQ persons, institutions, and events. 

The Department believes that 2117-2123 Market Street meets the established eligibility requirements for 
landmark designation due to its high architectural values, for events that have made significant 
contribu,tions tq the broad patterns of our history. · 

BOU.NDARIES OF THE LAN.DMAR.K SITE 

The boundaries of the landmark site encompass a portion of Lot 12 in Assessor's Block 3543 on the south 
.side of Market Street, 105 feet west of Church Street. 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION 

Based on the Department's analysis, 2117-2123 Market Street, known as New Era Hall, is individually 
eligible for Article 10 Landmark designation as a·San '.Francisco as the embocliment of the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or method of. construction - for both architecture and cultural 
associations. The Department recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission initiate 
designation of 21l7-2123 Mark~t Street as ii San Francisco landmark. 

The Historic Preservation Commission may recommend approval, disapproval, or approval with 
modifications of the proposed designation of 2117-2123 Market Street as a San Francisco landmark under 
Article 10 of the Planning Code to the Board of Supervisors pursuant to Planning Code Section 1004.1. If 
thia HistQric Preservation Commission approves the designation, a copy of the motion of approval is 
tral)SIDitt~ to the Board of Supervisors, which holds a public hearing on the designation and may 
approve, modify or disapprove the designation (Section 1004.4). If the Historic Preservation Commission 
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disapproves the proposed designa,tion, such action shall be final, except upon the filing of a valid appeal 
to the Board of 1:>upervisors within 30 days (Section 1004.5). 

ATTACHMENTS 

A. Draft Landmark Designation Report 
B. Draft Motion initiating designation 
C. Letter in Oppositj.on of Designation.from ere RE ill, LLC, dated November 21, 2016 
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DRAFT 

LANDMARK DESIGNATION REPORT 

New Era Hall 
2117-2123 Market Street 
Draft Article 10 Landmark Designation Report submitted to the Historic.Preservation Commissiqn, December 7; 2016 and updaied 
March 30, 2017 

City and County of San Francisco 
Edwin M. Lee, Mayor 

Planning Deparlnient 
John Rahaim, Dire!;tor 
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Cover: New Era Hall, 2012. 

The Historic Preservation Co~sion WC) ill a seven-member body 1hat makes recommendations to the Board of 
Supervisors regarding the designation of landmark buildings and districts. The regulations governing landmarks and 
landmark districts are found in Article 10 of .the Planning Code. The HPC is staffed by the San Francisco Planning 
Department. 

·This Drai Landmark Designaiion Report is subject to possible revision and amendment during the initiation and designation 
process,. Only language contained within the Article 10 designation ordinance, adapted by the San Francisco Board of 
Superuisars, should be regarded as final. · · 

Ne~ ~a Hall Dra,ft.Pesignaticm Repo;rt March 30, 2017 2 

276 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

OVERVIEW .... , ... _ ............. · ............................... ..,,._ ........ · .............................................. .., ....... ----·········.·. ··-······ ..... 4 

BUILDIN"G DESCRlPTION ...... , .............................. - ......................................... ~-···-·····-·····························'···· ....... 5 
Primary Facade ......... - ............ · ........................ -•.............................. · ................. ·-·-············-······-····•·n .. , ............ 5 

Roofline .............. ·····--·-········--····· ........................... _., ........................... · .. · .................................. -·······---.............. .7 
Rear Facade ...... - ................................................... - .. -··· ................................ ,, .............................. ,. ........................ 7 

Interior: Ground Floor Commercial Spaces ··---·---·······-····-···· .... , .............. , ............ : ..................... , ................... 8 
Interior: Ground Floor Entry Vestibule ............................................................... , ............................................... 8 

Interior: Second Floor Entry liall &Ante Rooms ______ ,, ..................... ,.-·······•················-···· .. ,-....... , ................... 8 

Interior: Second Fioor Lodge Rooms .... , ... ,: ..................... : ............................. ""·""'········-··-·········,····"'"""''"""'"""9 
CONSTRUCI10N HISTORY .• _. .............. , ................ : .... , .. ,, ..... , ••.•..•. , .... ,, .............•••............... -·········-··············--······ 12 

Architectural fufluences., .................................................................... ·, .. · ................................ · ...... ·., ................. 14 
The Howe Truss System ....................................... - ............... · ......................................... _ ....................... · ............ 14. 
August Nordin, Architect ... ~ ...................... " ... · .. .- ............. _ ................................... _ .. __ . ....... ... __ , ....... ,.. .... ,, w, 15 
Edwin W: Bennett, Original Owner ......... : ......... __ , ........... , ........................ , ............ _ ... , .... , .................................. 18 

Ou:istian Larsen Wold, Contractor ············--··--,-"" .......... ; ................... , ..•...... :,"···"······'.-.• :·····'""''"''''"""""'''"'"20 
New Era Hall & Post-1906 Earthquake Reconstruction .............................. ~ •.............. c..., .. --.... , .................... 20 
Pre-1907 Social :Halls ................................ _ ....... ." .................. · ..................... ,. ........ -····---·~···---......................... 21 

Occupant and Alteration History ······'"····-·'·············; ................................................ ~···'·····; ........................ , ..... 22 
VISALIA STOCK SADDLE C0!\1PANY ···············-·····-.... , ............. ,;; .............. -., ................•.. , ........................... 26 
BIBLIOG:RAPHY ................................ , .......................................... : ._ ................. _···-·· ·-··········.............. ................ 36 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ..................................... ___ .. , ............... .-.......................... - ..•.•........ ~ ................................. 38 

APPENDIX••,-, ..................................................... ·----.................................... • ......... ·-·····-·-~-· .. ·· ........................ 39 

New Era Hall Draft De&ignation Report March 30, 2017 3 

277 



New Era Hall 
2117-2123 Market Street 

Built: 1906 
Architect: A~gust Nordin 

OVERVIEW 
New Era Hall at 2117-2123 Market Street is a combination commercial building and social hall designed by architect 
August Nordin and located within San Francisco's Upper Market area. Completed just seven months after the 1906 
Earthquake and Fire, the building responded to the ·pre,ssing need for commercial and -public assembly space in the 
wake of the disaster. It was commissioned as a speculative invesbnent by Edward M Bennett, a suocessful 
manufacturer and real estate investor, who resided a ha1£-block away from the ~ding site. 'Pie name "New Era" 

. appears to have h.een used .inter:tti.onally for its association with the rebuilding ~f Sari Francisco. Follawing its 
construction, New Era Hall provided .crucial m~ting space for organizations displaced by the disaster, such as the 
Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias, ax:id the Woodmen of the World. 

The building also housed a variety of ~cial tenants, the most durable of which was the VJSalia Stock S<i!idle 
<;:op:tpany: A pioneer Mexican-American business with state-wide significance, the company made notable 
contributions to the development of what is today known as the "western saddle" design. Between 1911 and 195::!, 
the VJSalia S~ Saddle Company exclU1>ively manufactio:ed their high-end md custcim. saddles :in the New Era Hall 
building, developing an interrw.tional reputation for superior cr~ mt4 quality. None of the company's 
other manufacturing facilities remain ex!:ant, leaving this site as the most appropriate location to commemorate this 
significant Califomia enterprise. 

New Era Hall is also significant as· the work of a master architect, and as an example of a type, ·period and method of 
construction. Of the seventy-two social halls whidt exis.ted in San Francisco in 1907, New Era Hall is one of only nine 
surviving examples of its type. Its engineering is also notable. August Nordin' s design for the building featured the 
use of an innovative struc;tural system based on. the Howe Truss. These tnJSses, whidt avoid the need for struci:ural 
support columns, were used to support the roof structure above. the lodge rooms, thus_ creating large, open assembly 
spaces while conserving building materials. The building has experienced relatively few· alterations since its 
construction and retains a high degree of physical integrity. . 
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BUILDING DESCRIPTION 

2117-2123 Market Street is a two-story, wood frame, commercial and public assembly building located on the south 
side of Market Street between Church Street and 15th Street (APN 3543/012). Designed with Craftsman and Classical 
Revival influences, the building is rectangular in plan and clad with flush wood siding and channel siding on its. 
primary fa~de, wood dta:nnel siding on its east and west facades, and asbestos shingles on its rear elevation. It is 
capped by two roof sections which differ in height The ft:ont of the building fea,tures a flat roof with.a ~hallow 
parapet while the rear of the building features a double-height interior space capped by a shallow gable roof. 

l'rima·ry Facade 
The primary fa~.de faces northwest onto Market Street and is three bays wide. The first story features two 
symmetrically manged storefronts fl.ankir{g a center entrance which leads to roo:tllS on the second story. A divided
light wood :transom runs the full width of the facade and is crowned with a molded wood trim and an intermediate· 
cornice. The primary fa~de tennmates in a cornice 'Vlith fuu,r pairs of oversized, w~en corbels featuring oversized. 
nailhead block ends, with stylized drip pendants at the base. 
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Westem storefront.addressed as 2123 .Market: Street ~ent(jr enfry ~adlng _to ?-odge Rooms · . 

The two storefronts are largely identical and fyattire recessed entry vestibµ.les flanked by conternpoi;ary metal-frame 
.anq. plate g~ cli.wlay wni.d.ows with painted. sluCCX? bases. The entry vestibule at 2117 Market Strecl has been 
reduced in depth froi:n its original configuration and features fully-glazed wocid double doors, a scored concrete 
thr~old; and an oinamerital metal secu.rily gate. The storefront at 21:23 Market Street includes p~ ·non-historic 
alumiru.un dotlble doors, ·a smooth concrete threshold, and a metal accordion~le security gate .with a deeply 
recessed vestibule entry configuration. Contemporary fi:xed·awnmgs -~ lo,:;a,ted above each storefront and partially 
obsari:e the transom windows. An :illuminated box sign is aiso affixed to the exterior above.1he· western end of the 
2123 Market Street storefront , . . . ' . 

The building's center entry is approached via a small wooden step and features fully-glazed, wood double doors and 
an ornamental door surround. This ~cni:nd .is flarE?d at. the base and rises in a taper ·to u:ieet .an entry hood 
suppo~ ari. w~eri blocks featuring a nailhead design identical to that used fur the top of 1he cornice brackets. The 

· center of the.entry hood includes a pm of carved, wooden floral ornaments, 

Fenestration on the second floor consists of double-hung, wood-sash windows crowned by fixed transoms. A single 
window in the cep.teI bay is flanked by symmetrical groupings of three windows. The center window features flat 
board trim, wltlle the flanking window groupings include bracketed hoods .and sills: H.istoric buiicfuig plans and 
permits indicate that the center window is not origin<!! ailii was inst;illed in 1920. 
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Detail of cornice brackets 

~~ . 

The rear half of the building rises ten feet above the front half. The north (front-facing) fa<;ade of this double-height 
section feaim;es a series of six doubie:-hung, wood-sash wfudows with flat board surrounds. A wooden beltcourse 
spans the width of the fac;ade above the windows. The fac;ade ten:runates ma shallow gable with metal coping. 

~~> ... 
Satellite. view of New Era Hall looking southeast. Note tl!e 

raised section at rear. (Bin[!.COm Maps) 

Rear Facade 

··· Detail of windows on. the north far;a e of the 
raised rear section of the building'. 

This rear of ~ building faces southeast toward Omrch Street and is clad with. asbestos shingles. It includes a 
shallow, partial-height shed-roofed projection at the center and eastern pop:lons of the fa<;ade that is clad with 
a,sbesl:Qs shingles .above a stucco base. A shallow, flat-mofed projection is located at the western portion of the fac;ade. 
Fenestration toward the western end of the rear fa~de consists c,f a pair of double-1:)tmg vinyl v.rmdows with flat 
board surrounds and fix~ woop. transoms. Fenestration toward the eastern end includes two small fixed wood 

· windows with horizontal division, The addition features a narrow, sliding aluminum window and a single-hung 
aluminum.window. 
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Interior: Gniund Roo~ Commercial Spaces . 
The ir!.t¢or "of New llia Hall bttilding oxjginafur featu,red 'two commet'cial spaces on the gr(JU!ld floor. The current 
tenant occupies both storefronts and has removed the partition walls such that, today, the interior is one large space 
with ten tuin~d posts spaced symmetrically along the length of t1.e room, dividing it roughly into thirds. As built, the 
eastern s_torefront floor level was approximately one foot lower than the westeni: storefront The curi:ent tenant has 
raised the eastern floor level to that of the·westem. What appeai:s to be an origina). pressed tin ceiling is found in the 
western storefront aie'a.i · · 

Interior: Grourid AoorEntJyVestlbule 
The paired wooden doors centered on the Market_ Street fa~de of the New Era Hall access an entry vestibtile and 
wood s_tairs leading·to ·the second floor.Lodge Rooms. The vestibuie features carpeted wood floors and a tall board
.¢(1-battei;i. wajnscot that continues alcmg ei~ side of the stairs. The upper walls and ceiliri"g are clad with bead 
board. A wooden utility box is located on the east side of the vestibule. Historic building plans indicate that the 
vestibule was originally outfitted with a seccmd, interior set of doors a-u;t are no longer extant 

Interior. Second Aoor Enby Hali &Ante Rooms 
A small entrance hall with a _t;tll board-and~tten wainscot is located ~t j:he_ top of the stairs. Restrooms are located to 
the east and feature paneled wood doors with flat board trim and comer blocks which replicate· the riailhead design 
used on the exterior brackets. Paired wood paneled dPorS to the north lead to an ante rooI!l adjacent to Lodge Room 

No.2. 

1 Tlie current owners did not allow Planning Department to photograph the interior of the commercial space v.ilhout clearance from their 
corporate headquarters. Other interior photos a-e publicly available via Google maps. · · · · 
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Ground floor entry vestibule a.nd stairs ·ng .to .the 

second floor entry hall. (Google Maps) 
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·. .·":f'(f 
·we~·ea~ of the second floor entry hall and 

restroom entrances. (Got:igle Maps) · 

v;ew squth from the larger anteroom ta 
lodge Room Na. 1. (Google Maps) 

A doorway set within an arched niche along the west side of the second floor entry hall leads to a· larger ante room. 
Above~ dc:,orway ~ a.cai:v:ed gilt-wood ornament featuring floral designs. It is not presently clear whefher fhis is 
an original feature. The larger ante room features a board-and-batten wainscot wifh bead board above. At the south 
end are paneled wood doors leading to todge Room No. 1. A paneled wood door on fhe west leads to what was 
originally a small meetmg room. Near fhis door and on the opposite wall are tall wooden staffs affixed to fhe wall via 
scrolling metalwork. It is unclear.whether these staffs or i:he metalwork .are original to the building. At ftte norftt end 
is a doorway which !lCCeSSes Lodge Room No. 2. Historic building phuis show that the north end of the room 

originally .included. a small partitioned vestibule. 

Interior: _Second Floor lodge Rooms 
Lodge Room No. 1 is a large, 49-foot x 49-foot open space wifh ceiling height of 24 feet. A board-and-batten wainscot 
runs around the room and features tiailhead blocks supporting the rail. The upper walls are flush tongue-in~groove 

boards. A set of three exposed eight-panel Hoy.e trusses span the upper walls to support the roof. 2 A ~ eleva~d 

. . 

2 AHciWe truss uses vertical iron rods in tension and di.gonal heavy timber member.; in compression to support weight 
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platform or s~ge is located within a ni,che at the center of the south wall of the roo~ This niche is outlined with fl.at 
board ti:im and includes nailh,ead blocks at the upper corners. Witrun the niche, wood boards and moldmg have been 
used to create a pedim~t This triangular shape is echoed above by the diagonal arrangement of the tongue-in-
groove boards on the upper walls. · 

Lodge Room No. 2 is loqited at the oppo_si.!e emi of th!! ~d,ing ami encoxripasses a smaller opeI_J.spaa? measuring 49 
feet by :20 feet with a ceilingiielght of 16 -feet .TJ:,is room originally spanned the width of the building, but a section.at 
the western end has been pa,rtitipned to create a small office clad wiU:t f4tvc board-finish paneling. The remainder of 
the room features a board-ami-batten wainscot with bead board above. Two six-panel Howe trusses support the roof. 
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These trusses were enclosed :in wood panels ca. 1920 when the space was partitioned for offices. A flush wood door is 
located at the southeast comer of the room. 
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CONSTRUCTION HISTORY 
New Era Hall was erl!cted in 1906 on a vacant and unimproved lot. 3 According to 1he 1894 Block Book, the 50-foot by 
lQO-foot lot was 0W.J;1ed by Mm. Caroline Sharp. ~ Sharps were an early California pioneer family, and conlrolled 
~ve !aAd 'h<;>l~ on the San Francisco peninsuia. In 1he 1901 Block Book, the owner of th.e lot was Catherine 
Cheesman, a Sharp descendant 

Following the Earthquake and Fire of April 1906, San FraI)cisc:o businessman and real esll:l.te investor, Edwin W. 
Bennett purchased the lot and commission!!(! the ~truclion of N~ Era Hall 'nle origillai bwlding oontract for 
New Era Hall, dated July 3, 1906, was published in Edwards Abstract from Records on July 6, 1906. It states: "E. W. 
Bennett (owner] with C:. L Wold [contractor]. August Nordin [architect]~ All wi;rrk except d~exung ~des and 
light fixtµres for a 2-story fraiµe building on the southeastline of Market Sireet 105 (feet] southwest Church street SE 
100 x SW 50 for $9,895." As a building designed to be qui~y erected with minimal labor, New Era Hall was 
constructed without a b~ent. 

The original building permit, Number 1292, was filed on July 5, 1906. The permit details construction of a Wood 
£rame.building50 feet wide, 92 lh.~tdeep, and40 feet tall Interior heights of the lowei: floor are listed as 14 and 15 
feet, and at the upj,er floor 16 and 24 £~et. Two sheets of fhe orlgi:riai drawings survive.@d ~w the front elevation, 
longitudinal section and cross section, as well as plans for the foundation, first and i:i&.unci :floor. 

. • .;; t"~ le Wl'~L" • 
; .. . ~ . 

. ·--

. 4 • 
Jt, ... ..;--r;~~.., ... -.ltr'",. :..ek- ...,,r .... ~·a.·~'=-::' 

!'.a~,ee; 2 .kiJr:lef J.,trcF'.-,, .. .,.-.. Ill' 

'Original permit application drawing for New Era Haff 

3 Both ttie 1699 and 1905 Sanborn maps show thatthere were no buildings on this side of Ma!i:ei $tree! between Church and 15" Streets. 
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Longitudinal section of New Era Hall accompanying the original building permit application (above). 
The primary far;ade facing Market Street is at left. Below at right is the second floor plan. 

The drawings show fuat the board-and-batten 
wainscot found in much of ihe building was to be 
placed on the low~ 6'8" for most of t:ll.e interior walls, 
and eight :feet within the entrance hall. The plans also 
specify placing burlap on. the wall$ from the top of the 
paneling to the ceiling. This simple and visually 
pleasing f>Olution was easy to maintain, inexpensive 
and assisted in controlling .noise. It also reflected the 
necessary austerity of the City's post-1906 recoveiy 

period, when building materials were at a premium. 

There are two structural systems employed at New 
Era Hall. Tiie commercial ground floor is supported 
by traditional 2-inch by 6-inch studs at the perimeter 
with the posts resting on piers. two rows of columns 
rurming front to back support the floors of the Lodge 
RO<lms aboye. 

Unlike a typical western platform frame that 
.distributes fue loads ove'r many smaller studs, the 
weight of the roof is bome by a series of Howe trusses 
and is carried. down to the foundation on a !)9Sl:-and
beam struci:urai system. These trusses are discussed at 
greater length j:,elow. 
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Architectural Influences 
Nordin's d~ for the fa~de of the New E:ra Ibll features a relatively simple hierarchy and visually-balanced 
composition. Scale is manipulated along the fa~de such that it p~esents as a modest strucb.ue, while actually b¢.ng 
quite tall for a -two-story- building. New Era Hall also exhibits a sense of solidity in its massing, enhanced by the ratio 
of soli_d wall to window openings on the second floor, as well as through the use.of oversized brackets at the cornice. 
As originally designed, there was no central window, further emphasizing the solidity of the faszde. 

As with many buildings, New Era Hall :is not a pure expression of a single ar~al style. 1he few decorative 
elements_ include the simple banded projecting cornice with paired brackets; articulated window surrounds, and a 
simple belt course. While the use of these features is consistent with Classical R~vival style designs, Craftsman 
inspired details are the most dominant element. 

1he Craftsman style is a subset of i:he larger Arts and Crafts movement which took root during the late 19th century 
and remained popular .through the 1930s. 4 The Arts and Crafts style was applied to botl;t architecture and the 
decorative arts. Aesthetically, the style emphasized simplicity of design, the use of unadorned nal:ural materials ~ 
hand-crafted constructiM New Era Hall's Craftsman ornamentation is found in the rectilinear theme of ornament 
thro~ghotit the design, such as the bold whldow surrounds and the nai1head blocks used on both the .exterior ~d 
int:erior: 'Ille ~ive use of boa:i:d-and-batten wainscots on the interior may likewise be viewed as an expression of 
the Craftsman aesthetic, as was the use a{ exposed Howe trus.ses in the Lodge Rooms (WS9l5Sed. below). 1he flared 
i,urrouni;l, at the cen~er entry facing Mrrket Street is r~t of Art Nouveau design, which was a not-infrequent 
influence on Craftsman decorative pieces during this period. 

All ornament was designed to be simply executed and specified to be made of wood, which was not only economical 
and practical, put also consistent with Craftsmen ideals. In the months following the 1906 Earthquake and Fire, ~re 
was an unprecedented demand for all building materials-as well as skilled construction labor. Wood in Cali;fornia 
was pientiful and generally did not r~e great skill to work. 

The Howe Truss System 
Ch:l.e of l:he most significant aspects of New Era Hall's construction is the early use of Howe trusses in create large 
ope.n !lp<¥ES ;in ~e Lpdge RooIDfi. The 1902 publii:ation,. The Design of Simple Roof-trusses in Wood and Steel, included 
illustrated designs of the Howe truss and engineering tables describing the· materials necessary to span various 

wicifus; s This ptlblication, the first to be available to architects and building designers, came out just four years before 
the erection.of New Era Hall. An illustration on page 139 of the publication provided a model for the trusses found in 
New.Era Hall. 

4 i~ &In Francis;;some ~rtations ~ the Craftsman Style evolved into the First Bay T ratfltion an::hileclure. 
s A.fun~ of the book is ava1able on!ine at http://books.google.com/books?id=8 s4AAAAMAAJ&piintsec=frontcover#v-:--onepage&g&f.=false 
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Diagram of a Howe Truss as illustrated in The Design of Simple Roof-trusses in Wood and Steel, page 139 

This :Uowe truss is a combination metal-and-wood truss fl)at allows for uninterrupted assembly space without the 
need for structural support columns. This system, originally patented m 1840 by Willia;m Howe, uses large wooden 

beams for most of the struchtre, while thi;eaded iron roqs are used to pull the. wooden beams tightly together. 6 The 

system is strong, simple to assemble and inexpensive to construct. 7It was, however, principally used for bridges and 
rarely used for buildings. 

August Nt>('.din, Architect 
New Era Hall is significant as an early work by master architec.t, August Noi:din (1869-1936). 
Between· circa 1897 and 1936, Nordin designed more than 300 buildings, including ·(ratemal halls, churches, 

apartment hoµses, multi-family d:wellings .and private residences.8 Su.i'viving examples of Nordin's work 
demonstrate his mastery o{ divergent ardtltectural styles and his skill in. working with a variety of building 
materials. Nordin more frequently employed individualized !iesigns as opposed tc:> ~ariants ori a sirigle design theme, 
and his strengths as & designer are evident in the careful balance of scale, proportion and ornament. 

August Nordin was born fu Stockholm, Sweden in W69 and ii;nmigrated. to :the United States in 1891. Between 1892 
;md 1899, San Francisco city directories list August Nordin (aka Norden, Nordan, Nicolaus A. Nordin and N. August 
No~din) as "carpenter" or "ctmtractor."9 The .Biographical Dicticmrry of American Architects (Deceased) reports that 
Nordin had received "a thorough training m architecture" and opened an office in San Francisco in 1899. However, a 
newspaper real estate notice indicates that Nordin was building houses at least as early as 18%.10 · 

6 http://www.tdot.state.tn.us/bridges/histcirybridges.htm Accessed December 20, 2012. 
7 Eric Delony, "The Golden Age,' Invention ancf Technology, Fall 1994:: 8-22. 
8 August Nordin Obituary: The An;hitect ancf Engineer, January 1936.. . 
9 Research by Torn Mayer, San Francisco Architectural Herilage, Heritage NewsNol. XXVIII, No. 3, Page 7. 
10 'f)uilder's Contracis,' San Francisco Call, July 3, 1896. . 
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August Nordin,. ca. 1910 
(Collections of the Swedish 

American Hall) 

The 1900 city directory lists August Nordin as an architect, with offices at 1926 
Market Street Following the 1906 Earthquake, Nordin temporarily relocated to an 
office at 563 Fillmore Street,. running almost daily advertisements of his services in the . 
San Francisco Call .from June through September. By 1908, Nordin had set up practice 
in the Mill$ Btµl.ding at 220 Montgome:ry Street where he remained until his death. 
C.ity directory and U.S. Census records indicate that Nordin frequently moved within 
~ Francisco, living at 853 fo!som Street in 1900; 1858 F~ Street in 1910; 1;J60 Page 
Street in 1920; and 1390 Central Avenue in 1930. Nordin had several children with: his 
first wife, Annie Nordin, a native of Ireland, who Pl!SE?<i away in 1898. Nordin was 
remarried by 1910 tQ Florence Nordin, ancf~d one additional child. August Nordin 

· died of a heart attack at the University of Califomi/1 Hc:ispital in January 1936. His 

obituary noted that he was a member of Islam Temple Shrine and the. Scottish Rite.11 

Nordin worked directly with the owners of the buildings he designed, rather than for 
developers who would sell the completed building to a third party. In this respect, 
each =mission was unique, arid individually designed to adqress the client'i; 
progra:aurµiti.c needs without sacrifice of d~ Nordin's buildings frequently play 
with massing ·and volumes, such as used for the 1905 house ·of Edwin Bennett, who 
cominissioned the New Era Hall the following year. Nordin also favored strong 
artiatlation and shadow lines, amply represented by the Whiteside Apartm.E;IJ.ts and 
the Altamonte Hotel, both completed in 1912. For these bµildings Nordin used the 
thickness of the wall to create bay windows that are partially inset within the exterior 
plane of the building. 

.Flats at /34.7-851 and 853.-857 Cole Street designed by 
August Nordin and completed ca. ·1904-. 12 (Google Maps) 

Nordin' s designs most frequently display Classical Revival style ornament,. which was dominant in San Francisco 
architecture frorit the tum of th~ century U.,rou.~ the late 19205. However, ·Nordin wiis ei:J.ttall.Y ai;lepi: at designing 
.buildings influenced by Queen Anne, Art Nouveau, Spanish Colonial Revivai and Craftsman precedents, as well as 
interpreting Scandinavian architecture through his ~gns for the Swedish Am!![ican Hall (1907), and hfu assfutance 
in Jhe construction of the Swedish Pavilicm for the 1915 Panama Pacific International Exh:ibitiOIL Nordin also 
designed several drurches with strong Gothic influences. These inc;lude the Trinity Er,glish Evangelical Lutheran 

. . . . . 
11 August Nordin Obituary: The Architect arid Engineer, Janu~ 1936 .. 
12 "Builders' Contrac!s.' San Francisco Cal November 11, 1903. 
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Church at 722 South Van Ness Avenue, and the Ebenezer Swedish Lutheran Church at 15th and Dolores Streets, 
which was destroyed by fire in 1993. 

Over the rourse of·his career, Nordin demonstrated flexibility in adapting bis designs t<;> different construction 
methods •. 11:i.ese include the brick masonry Twin Oaks Hotel at 1010 Pe!it Street (1907), the steel frame (clad with 
brick) Windeler Apartments at 424 Ellis Street (1915), and a reinforced concrete parking garage at 675 ,Post Street 
(1919). Of interest, the Twin Oalq; Hotel-constructed shortly after New Era Hall-fea,tures similar oversized 
brackets and stylized drip moldings. Other f!Xl1Illples of Nordin's work that maintain a ;high degree of integrity 
~de the Lange house at 199 Carl Street ( ca. 1900); a mixed-use building at 2761 Hyde Street that_ llouses the Buena 
Vista Cafe (1911); a residence at 435 Cabpllci Street (1912); the Cristobol Apartments at 750 O'Farrell Street (1913); and 
a mixed-use building at295 Miramar Avenue (1917). 

Whiteside Apartments at 150 Franklin Street, designed by 
August Nordin and completed in 1912. (Google Maps) 

2168 ~arlcef Stµie_t, de,sfiine?fby /lugust Nordin and . 
completed in 1907. (Google Maps) · 

~~:~ .. ~~F 
" 

The Altamonte Hotel at 3048 1 Street, designed by 
August Nordin and completed in 1912. (Google Maps) 

Ebeneze'r: Swedish Lutheran Chim::h and rectory, designed 
by August Nordin and completed in 1903. (San Francisco 
Public library Historic.al Photograph Cofledion, MB-1410) 
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·:~.~ ;_~.~;, . . . . . . 
Cristobal Apartments at 750 O'Farreff Street (1913) .at top; 

· Ailrking garage at 675 Pofif: Street 0.919) at pottom. 
Both buildings incorporate a Greek key ornamental motif. 

{Google Maps) 

Several of Nor~' s buildings, including 750 O'Farrell and 424 Ellis Street, are listed on the National Register as part 
of the Uptown TenderlQin District. The fl.its at 1080-82 and 10~ Fulti;m Street are listed 1oailly in the Alamo 
Square Landmark District. 150 Franklin Street is listed locally fu ihe Market Street Masonry Landmark Disl:i::ict. 'Ille 
other buildfugs are wen represented on historic survey;i; con4u,cte4 py the Junior :i;,.eague in th~. i%Qs; and. the 
.Planning Department in 1976. · 

Edwin w. Be11nett, Original Own.er 
Edwin William Bennett (1~1943) commissioned August Nordin to design New Era Hall, and maintained a strong 
working riiliitionship ~ Nordin ~ound the tum of the 20th century. B~tt w~ borrt ip. Lond.911, Eng1arid and 
caine to l:he :United $tii.1es in 1872. His wife Hermana Brekke Benitett was a native of Driurun, Norway and arrived in 
the United, States in 1~.1~ U.S. Census records indicate that the coupie· was. living h:t Buffaio, New \ork in 1880, 
where Edwin ~rked as .a brick mason. It is riot presently clear wheri the couple moved to ~ but voter 
records indicate that Edwin became a naturalized citizen in Chi~go 'in. 1881,H and.was working as a farmer .in the 
City of Martinez in 1888. 

1301af Brekke obituary. (d. 3fl0/1918) San Jose Mercury Heral4 Thursday momirig, March 21, 1918 . 
. 141'/aturaf~on dat~ is shown in the 1692 $an Francisco Voter Registration Records, 61h Precinct, 361" Assembly District 
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Bennett first appears in San Francisco City Directories in 1890 where he is identified as a "canvasser'' living at_211 
Castro Street. The following year he moved to 6;30 Castro Street and would continue to reside on the 600 block of 
Ca,stro Street for the remainder of the decade. Beginning in 1892 Bennett is identified in city directq.rj.es as a 
"manufactµrer'' associated. with his business, "E.W. Bennett's Brilliantshine Metal Polishing Paste" at 640 Castro 
Street Sanborn maps published around that time indicate that a three-story stables and storage building was located 
at the rear of the property and was likely used as the first manufacturing facility for Bennett's company. 

In addition to manufacturing metal polish, San Francisco newspaper real estate listings make dear that Bennett was 
an active real estate investor and developer in what are today the Castro, Duboce Triangle, Missi011. Dolores, and Noe 
Vajley neighlx)rhoods. At lf!ast as early as 1899, Bennett began working with August Nordin on his projects, 

inclwiing the construction of 103-111 Noe Street on the comer of 14th Street (1899-exlanf)15; a brick can"factory at 
1950,1952, isth Street on the comer of Landers Street (1901-no longer extant); and a building on the 200 block of 
Dolores Street (no longer extant). In 1901, Nordin also completed alterations and additions to Bennett's property at 
640 Castro Street.16 

1950-1952 1 -1~~':iC~esigned byAugust Nordin and 
constructed in 1901 as a can factory for Edwin Bem:iett. This 
brick masonry building was heavily damaged during the 1906 

Earthquake and subsequently replaced. (~ncroft Utiraiy) 

16 Ca/ifomia Aro/Ji/~ & Building News, Vol. 20, No. 10, October 20, 1899, p.vi. 
1e 'Builder's Contracis,' San Francisco Call, November27, 1901. -
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Edwin Bennett residence lit- t4{J Divisadero Street 
completed iri 1905 at top. (Google Maps); 

Ca. 1910 tin of E.W. Bennett's Brilliantshine Metal 
Polishing Paste. 
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Also in 1901, Bennett employed Nordin to design two new buildings on the northwest comer of Gi.urch and 15th 
Streets. These included three story, wood-frame flats today addressed as 292-2% Gi.urch Street, as well as a two-story 

brick building immediately to the north to be :used .as a metal polishing paste factory (no longer ex:tant).17 These 
buildings are located on the same block as New Era Hall, and beginning in 1902 Bennett is identified in city 
directories as living at 296 Gi.urch Street Bennett would continue residing at 2% Gi.urch Str~ until 1905, when he 
commissioned Nordin to design a new residence for him at 140 Divisadero Street (extant), which would remain 

Bennett's home for the rest of ,his life.18 In 1907, Bennett's metal polish manufacturing operations moved to a new 
btiilding at the northwest comer of 16th~ Utah Streets in what is today known as San Francisco's Showplace 
Square neigbbo.hood. This building remains extant and is addressed as 20~ 161:1). Sl'reet 

In the hiring of Nordin, a Swede, for so many COIDIIUSsi011S, there may have been some cultural affinity as Edwin 
Be,nnett' s 'i\'i:(e, FJ:ennana,. was ;tlso Scandi:na~ Just as likely however, is that Nordin established his first office in 
the Upper l,1arketneighborhood at the same time Bennett was actively investing in the area's real estate. 

Christian Laraen·wol~, Contractor 
The contractor who built New Era Hall was Cluistian Larsen Wold (1874-1956). A native of Norway, Wold 
immigrated to the United States in 1897 anci was naturalized in 1902, He is not listed in San Francisco city directories 
immediately before or after the 1906 .Earthquake .. Given the time. of New. Era Hall's conslri:\clion, it may be that Wold 
came to San Francisco seeking work .during the rebuilding efforls. City directories from the 1910s show that Cluistian 
Wold and his wife, Anna, lived at 132 Soott Street During this same period, advertisements appeared in The Western. 
Architect and Engineer for the C. L Wold. Company,. Generai Contractors, :with offices at 75 Sutter Street, in 
partnership with Joseph Dunn. During the 1920s the Wolds moved to 441~ Fulton Street and remained there until 
Quistian's cl~thin 1956. · · 

New Era l:lall & P~-i806 Earthquake Reconstruclion . 
New E:,a full is ~ted along what is today known as Upper Market Street, a three-block long stretch of commercial 
and mixed-use buildings located between Church and Castro Streets .. The neighborhoods fLanking the Upper Market 
Street corridot are primarily residential, and were largely developed between circa 1885 and 1915. The catalyst for the 
initial ci.eve1opmeht of the area w.as the ~g of public transportation routes, :including the Market Street Cable 
.Railroad's Blue Line, which op.med in 1883 with a route out Market Street to Vajei,cia Street ',J;1,,is was foll~ed by 
tAe Wpite Line, which opened in 1888 and rail orit Market Street to Casiro Street These lines provided a a:mnection 
with frie City's downtown core, and by the·~ of the ceru:ury, many ]?locks in what.are today the Duboce Triangle, 
Miss.ion Dolores; and ~ neighborhoods wer~ either partially or substantially built out. Twci notable exceptions 
were the triangular block bounded by M,arket, Church, :and 15th Street where New Era.Hall would be constmcted, as 
w~as,the :tr~ blockbqun<ied by ~ke~ !>anchez, :apc116ih Street. · 

In the ea;dy moµling of Aptil 18, 1906, a great earthquake rocked San Francisco. The seismic waves severed gas anti 
wa'tE!! liries, and. helped spark fires that bumed for ifµ-ee days, destroying large areas of the city. Although the entire 
South of Market and much of the Missioi]. :P,istp.ct were destroyed, the Upper Market area was spared through heroic 
firefighting efforts which p:mfined 1:1).e ~gralion to the blocks east of Dolo~ Streetl9 Throughout San Francisco,. 
are~ that had 'been untouched by the fires soon ~erierii;:e4 a huge influx of displaced residenis and a roncurrent 
bopm ix:,. residential development Correspondingly, commercial development along transportation oorridors such as 
1,1.pper ¥.arJ,cet Street swelled to meet the demand for goods and services. By 191.5, nm.ch of the area had been 
completely built out · 

11 'B11ilder's Con~; S8!l Francisco eau, May 11, 1901. 
1~ 'Builders'. Contracts.' San Fran.cisco Call. February 27, W05 
19 This section is derived from Page & TunibuD, UJl1)01' Market Street Commercial H"tstoric: District DPR 5230 fonn: Market & Octavia Area Plan 
Historic: Resource Survey (San Francisco Planning Departrilenl, June, 2007). · 
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View south along Dolores street from Market Street, 1906. Buildings e'!;st of Dolores Street 

were destroyed by fire, while buildings to the west in the Upper Market area survived. (caiifomla State Ubrary) 

Less than furee months after the Earthquake, Edwin W. Bennett commissioned August Nordin to design a 
speculative commercial and public assembly building :in the Upper llirket area, just over two blocks west of the 
Dolores Street fire line. Bennett, as a real estate investor, was clearly responding to the soaring demand for new 
construction. New Era Hall was to be a rental properly with two Lodge Rooms that could be rented to organizations 
in need of meet:ing places, with added revenue fron;i two commerciai storefronts on ihe ground floor. While there is 
no surviving documentation confinning the reason the name was s~d, the phrase "New Era" commonly 
emphasizes a division between the past and the present Just as San Francisco's official seal is a_phoenix rising from 
ashes, the city's recovery from the l9CXi disaster signified a new era in its history. Research has not indicated any 
building, business or organization using the name "New Era" in San Francisco prior to 1906. 

New Era Hall was one of the earliest buildings o:instnicted on its block, despite being outside of the fire zone. The 
1905 Sanborn map shows a h:ital of six buildings clustered at the southeast comer of the block, including Edwin 
Bennett's flats and metal polish paste factory. By 1914, the block W/15 approximately fifty percent built out with a mix 
of commercial, residential and :industrial buildings, including two sheet metal works, a print shop and a car repair 
faciliiy, These buildings were all clustered toward the east end of the block, while the western end was sparsely 
developed with small of.fices and stores, a stable and "asphalt kettles," presumably for a roofing business. 

Pre-1907 Social Halls 
New Er.a Hall is ~ example of an extremely rare properly type: a purpose-built mixed-use social hall from the period 
before 1907. The building's construction was not associated with any particular fraternal or social organization, but 

rather a response to a critical shortage of i:neet:ing space for organizations left homeless by the disaster. 20 In the late 
19th and e~ly 20th centuries, frateqial socieqes were one of the primary' sources of health insurance for the working 
classes, as well as burial services. At their peak in about 1920, over one-quarter of all a<iult Americans were members 

of fraternal societies.21 Some fraternal groups liIIiitep. membership to a· partia.µar ethnic or religious group. Others 

were pan-efrn:,ic and centered on business or professional affiliations, often combined with defined rituals and 
protocol. Of the latter, the Masons and the Odd Fellows are well-known examples. Lesser known are groups which 
include the Knights of Pythias and the Woodmen of the World-two fratem.al lodges that were once active in the 
area surrounding New Era Hall 

20 Page & Turnbull, ffistoric Context Statement Market & Octavia Area Plan ffistoric Resource Survey (San Francisco Planning-Oepartment 
December 20, 2007). · . · 
21 Woodmen and FratemaHsm (booklet), Form 4154 R-5197; Modem Woodmen of America History, 1997. 
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New Era Hall was one of 72 social halls listed in the 1907 city directory, of which only eighteen remain extant 
Surviving buildings that housed these halls generally conform to one of three sub-types. The first includes single
~ry buildings that may or may l'\Ot have been intended to be temporary. Simple in construction, they did not 
require elaborate building materials, nor did they· ~pp<irt other uses. Many were later replaced by permanent 
buildings on the same site, such as the Equality Hall at i39 Albion Avenue, while others were redeveloped as 
residential building sj.h!s such as the Veteran Hall at 432 Dubi;ice_Avenue. Of the dozen or so examples of this type 
known from the period, only one has survived: the Woodmen of the World lodge at 2140 Market· Street (now the 
Lucky 13 bar), across the street from New Era, Hall 

The second type included social halls l:hat;ocaipjed temporary sites within other buildings. These n\ight include pre-
1906 Earthquake buildings where a generic storefront was used as a hall; or when the lowest flat in a multi-story 
apartment building was used as a hall. Two examples o~ this type are extant Callegari's Hall at 421 Union Street 
(1906); and Coleman's Hall at 1988 Bush Street (ca. 1902). ~owever, the facades :of these building give no indication 
of their use as socialhalls. 

The .third type, to which ·New Era Hall belongs, are p11Ip0!,~t mixe4-use buildings where the- ground floor was 
occupied by storefronts, with the meeting· rooms located on the upper £1.oor. There are nine examples of this type 
which survive and have good integrity: ·Divisadero Hall at 321 Divisadero Street (1896); Equality Hall at 139 Albion 
Street (1908); Findlay's Dancing Amd~y .:it 3245 16th Street (1907); Mission Tum Verin Hall at 3543 18th Street 
(1910); New Era Hall at 2121 Market Street (1906); Oakland Hall at 1805 Divisadero Street (1903); Richmond Hall at 
305! 4th Avenue (1908); the Sheet Metal Workers Hall ?-t 224 Guerrero Street (1906); and Stegeman's Hall at 225 
Valencia Street (1907). The Sheet.Metal Workers Hall is San Francisco Landmark 11150, while Mission Tum Verin Hall 
is San Francisco Landmark 1178. 

O~µpant and Alter.itlon History 
The New Era Hall opened its doora on November 18, 1906, seven m~ to the day following the 1906 Earthquake. 

At that time it contained two storefronts: 2117 Market Street to the east, and 2123 Market Street to the west22 The 
Lodge Rooms on the second.floor wei:e accessed 1:rom tfi.e c;enter entry addressed as 2121 Market Street. The address 
2119 Market Street was never used historically for"this building. 

Over the ensuing years, San Francisco city directories provide detailed information about the occupants and uses of 
the building, while building permits identify alterations made in conformity to ~ging uses. Below is a discussion 
of the uses of the Lodge Rooms,·as well as· the commercial tenants of New Era Hall 

Fraternal Societies and Other Groups 
The Lodge Rooms at New Era Hall were at peak usage during the years 1906 through 1908. 23 The rooms were rented 
by vari9US fraternal societies and clubs fur regularly !3chedtiled meetings, as well as the public fur special occasioris. 
On the building's opening day, the San Frantisco Call noted tfuit the Hermann Lodge, a German fraternal 
organization, had secured meeting rooms at New Era H;i.11. Over the ei;isuing years, known groups that met regularly 
at New Era Hall included: Order of Scottish Clans; Order pf the "Eastern Star, Knights of P.ythias; Woodmen _of the 
World; Patriarchs Militant Independent Order of Odd. Fellows; Ancient Order -of Hibernians; Foresters of America; 
Rebekah Assembly, 10.0:F.; Native Daughters of the Golden West; and National Association of Post Office Clerks. 
An appendix detailing parJ:icipation by fuese groups, as well as a selection of advertised political meetings, is found 
at the end of this report'. · · · 

in ·the years following the 1906 disas~, many fraternal societies rebuilt their own permanent social halls. These 
included the Odd Fellows~ who constructed a new hall at 7th arid Market Streets in 1907. The Order of Knights of 

22 The v.estem storefront was sometimes addressed as 2125 Market Street 
23 Only for the year 1908, did New Era i-lan have a livEHn janitor, Louis J. Switzer, listed in the city directory. This appears to coincide with the 
busiest year for the rentals of the Lo~e Rooms. · · 
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Pythias built a large brick office building with meeting rooms at 101 Valencia Street in 1909, and the Masons 

conslructed a new lodge at. Van Ness Avei;iue and Oak Street in 1911.u As more groups constructed their own 
facilities, use of the New Era Hall Lodge Rooms fell off dramatically. Other factors contributing to this decline 
included a diminishing need for fraternal orders as insurance companies and doctors became more professionalized. 

Working-class San Franciscans were a1so presenied with an increasing variety of diversions for their spare tlme.25 

;" .·• - ' 

Match 1907. view of Market Street. The arrow points ·to the upper story odge rooms at New Era Hall. 
. San Francisco Metropoiitan Tnirispoitation Auth°ority archives, photo U01220. 

It is not known how the Lodge Rooms were used between 1914 and 1920. No groups advertised that they were 
holding regular meetings at New Era Hall, and no _business associated with the address for the Lodge Rooms is 
shown in the city directories, New Era I:iall did continue to be listed in the city directory as a social hall however, 
indicating it was likely used as a general-use event sp~ce. · 

As demand for the. Lodge R<><:>ms q.eclined, Ney. Era Hall was Ie_ased out to ii. single user. Jn 1920, the headquarters of 
the Christian Philosophical Jnstiiute loca~ to the upper P.~r of the building and partitioned Lodge Room No. 2 into 
three offices. As part of this remodeling, a new window rut into the center of the Market Street far;ade. The Christian 
Philosophical Institute, widely acx:epted as a cult,. w~ organized in th~ 1910s by Wilpert LeRoy Cosper, and did not 
occupy the Lodge Rooms for long. Moving to Oakland, it faded into relative obscurity during the 1930s. Its lasting 

legacy is a silent film, The :Kingdom of Human Hearts! made in Marin County in 1921~26 The New Era Hall building 
is not considered historically signifi~t for its ii:;soci.ations with the Clu:istian Philosophical Jnslitute or Wilbert 
LeRoy Cosper. . 

z• Designed by san Francisco architecis CharleirPaff aid John .Baur, the Knights of Pythias hall was subsequenUy purchased by the Salvation 
/wly, wh[ch usEld !he building as ifs Northern California and Nevada headquarters unlil 1989. It was converted to residential use iri the 1990s. 
25 Sidde!ey, Leslie, The Rise and Fall of Fratema/ Jnsuraiice Oiganiiations. Humane Studies Review, VT, No. 2 Spling 1992. 
26 The American Fil)TI lnstiMe catalog of iriojion picllio'.ls produced in the United States. Berkeley : University of California Press, 1971. Page 
407. . . 
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From the mid-1920s until 1953, uses _of the Lodge Roams are not known. Howev.er, in the years 1931 and 1932 it was 
temporarily renamed LlbeJ:ty Hall (formerly located at 1791 Mission Street), so it may be assumed that it was used as 
a general hall for hire, as was the original Liberty Hall The l940 and 1948 Land Use Survey produced by the Works 
Progress Administration (WP A) and Planning Department id~tified the upper floor simply as a uhall." In 1953, 
Guillermo Del Oro and Carolyn B. Parks converted both Lodge Rooms into a dance studio known as the Academy of 
Ballet. For a time, Del Oro_ also resided on site.27 Although the Academy of Ballet contirw.es to occupy the space, New 
Era Hall is not considered historically significant for its _association with this organization. 

Cmnmercial, Occupants 
In 1907, the 2117 Market Street storefyont was occupied by Wacker & Allemann pork packers, and Hencken & 

Hencken poultry.28 A pool hall is shown operating out of this storefront in 1910. The most significant tenant of New 
Era Hall, _the Visalia Stock SadcUe Company, began its tenure in tltls storefront in 1911, and would later ta1ce over the 
entire ground floor. T,he VJSalia Stock Sadc;lle Company_ is discm;sed at greater length in the fplkn\'.ing section. 

The 2123 Markkt Street storefront was initially oectipi.ed by"the Stein & Falk r~taui:an~ 29 In 1907, a building·permit 
~as issued to alter the. storefront for us~ as·the 1$jesti<; Nickelodeon,, which m~ucied the operiing of an exit <ioor 
into the side passage., The nii::kel.o4eon was· oxtly in operation for a short period, as a building permit issued in May of 
_1909 indicates _that the storefront was reconstructed to the ciriginal·specificat;i.9!15,. Beginning that s.~e year and 
lastjp.g until 1917, Herrruri:)a Bennett, the wife of _the building ow.,ner, operated a·milline:ry shop selling hats from tltls 
storefront. · · 

In 1919 the Visilia ·stock_ Saddle Company expanded operations into ihe western storefront and became the sole 
commercial tenar).t of the bi;iµ~g, In 15129, -ihe 1:0mpany m.stajlecJ. adclitional windows aloog the -y.,estem wall; and 
tw:ci doors were opened to CD.mnl.unicate between the two storefronis, To meet the growing demand for saddles, a 
threechorsepower motor with shafts and pull,eys was a,Jsoins~d to nm a band saw, a cro!)S~t saw and a lathe. 
Also in 1929, a fire at ihe lqw~ £1.qor required repair to the floor jois~ and exterior siding; however, it"is not known 
specifically w~chporlion of the building was damaged. 

Researdl has ~ot revealed any ciear historic photographs of ihe building from this period, save for a 1938 aerial view. 
It shows that the we~ ~d of the block remained mostly undeveloped, although by tltls time it was muse as large 
~ed car dea1~p. 

191_4 Sanborn· fi{"F insurance map showing_ New Era Hall. 

. . .. 
271954 City Directory. . _ . 

.· ;.~~·}'~f·. . :· 
"1938 Aerial photo with arrow pointing to New Ercr Hall. 

(H_arrison Ryker via Davfd Rumsey Map Collection) 

2B Additionally, the listing for John Allemann indlcates that lie _also resided at 2117 Maiket Street 
29 Adadionally, the storefront appears to have been the residence of J. -Mahoney, who may have been an employee of the restaurant 
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The Visalia Stock Saddle Company COI).tinued to operate from the storefronts until 1953, when the company moved 
operations to Sacramento. In 1954, George E. Bennett (son of the original ·owner) sold the building to the Open Bible 
Church, which had ieviously .constructed a uniquely styled building directly adjacent to New Era Hall at 2135 
Market Street in 1946. Following the transfer of ownership, the Open Bible Church in 1956 removed interior 
partitions in one of the storefronts on the lower floor so that the space could be used as a "servicemen's center." The 
other storefront was briefly used by Al Church Saddle Supplies circa 1954-1955. 

It is not presently clear when the depth of the 2117 Market Street storefront was reduced, but 1975 repair work to the 
front of the bu.il<:ling by the Open Bible Oi.urch dorumented the differing depths of the entry vestibules. In 2002, the 
lower floor storefronts were combine_d _internally; the eastern floor level was raised to the elevation of the western 
1:,torefront,. -and all interior partitions and mezzanines were removed. 
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1964 photo 9.f the Op~n Bible Churp1. A small portion of 
New Era Hall is visible at left. 

(San Fra.ncisio Public Ubrary image AAB-,1690) 

VISALIA STClCK SADDLE COMPANY 
'.!;he Visalia St~ ~Q.dle Company was headquaµered in New Era Hall from 1911 until 1953. The survey, Five Views: 
An Ethnic Historic Siie Surviyfor Califurnia, provides baseline information about the companyl' s founding and history: 

Juan Martarell fMarl:arel] ~ his twp associates, Alsalio Herrera [Herrea] and Ricardo· Mattley 
[Mattie], opeµed f;he firs~ !1tore of the Visalia Saddle Company in the community of VISalia in 1869. 
Here, they began makirig the famed. Visalia Stoclc Saddie for the vaqueros and herdsmen of the 
sw:roimding ranches in '.r~·Courity. · These three men had COiiie to Oilifomia from the Mexican 
state of Sonora during the· gold rush and settled in the ·town of Homitos, a center of Hispanic 
settlement in Mariposa County. Martarell enter~ the saddle business and originated the Visalia 
Stock Saddle design, which he called the Vaquero Saddle .. This model was lighter, stronger, and 
more comfortable for both. horse. and µder fhari the Sp~h saddle that was then widely µ\,aj., It 
quickly gahted renawn for Martarell. and his associates in the iiaddlemaking trade .... · 

According to tradition;Martarell had first hit upon his saddle design when a vaquero asked him to 
r~pair a worn ,Spanish saddle. Iristead of making repairs, Martarell completely transformed the 
vaquero's equipment. His model lacked the high horn and long stirrups of the classic Spanish 
saddle, arid it acid~d a skirt for ,protection of the rider's legs. As this pattern was developed by 
Martarell and others, VISalia sii,ddies defined an ideal of saddle designJor skilled riders wherever 
f;he Hispanic vaquero tradi!io.r;t spread. Other saddle ma1<ers in Vli;alia adopted the design and 
helped give V:isallit saddles a worldwide reputation for excell~e in craftsmanship and 
practicality. · 

A year afl;er .his store opened, Mar:ta,rell ;;old l:r).e business to David E. Wallcer, art expeli.enced 
. businessman and promo.ter who began an extensive advertising campaign to expand the.market 

for :the V"ISalia Saddle Company. Martarell, Herrera, and Mattley remained in charge of saddle 
prO\lu<;tion, tbot,igh in tirrie •MartarelJ. went to work for another Visalia saddle shop. Mattley and 
Herrera remained with the company more than 20 years. 

Walke.r was. extr~ly successful in. building up the company's trade, especially through his 
ca.i;alogs which brought in a large mail-order ~ess. His D. E. Wallcer trademark was stamped on 

every saddl~ that~ the ~op, ~ his name famOU!> wherever cattlemen and riders gathered 
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together. Visalia Stock Saddles and other company products found a market throughout the 
American West, as well as in British Columbia, the Hawaiian Islands, Central America, .Argentina, 
Ori1e, and Australia. ao 

. ~~J,'11!'',~~;", 
a er and B munciv/ee,;ifiom the 1935 ViSi;!lia Stock ;~J,ii ~ompany catalog (Internet Archive) 

Initialfy, the firm was not kn.own as the Visalia Stock Saddle Company. David E. W a1ker ro-owned the business with 
another Eri.glishi:nan, I:leruy Gust Sh:uhain, and it was operated as Shuham & Walker from a location at Maiq and 

Garden st:teets in VJSalia.3i shuham and Walker had previously worked for Main & Winchester, another saddlery 
· fouruled in San Francisco in 1849. By the 1860s, Main & Winchester had eamed numerous awards for the 
craftsrruu;tship of its saddies, and served as a training ground f9r several saddle makers that would establish their 
own brands, including David E. Walker and Alfred W. Nolte of the £inn Olsen-Nolte. 32 In the rou:rse of theirwork for 
Main & Wmchester, .Shuham and Walker made a set of double harness for President Ulysses S. Grant, earning them 
"considerable praise for the artistry of their work":n 

Shuham & Walker'~ principal CO!Ilpetition in V~ was the firm of T. Salazar, which employed noted saddle tree 
mal<er Tcmy Ladesma. A saddle tree is the frame around which a saddle is constructed, and Ladesma believed that a 
pr~iy constructed tree was the secret to building successful saddles. This belief was also shared by Jose 
R<>4riguez, a saddle maker from Bakersfield, who had created his own saddle tree, the "White Riviµ- tree," based on 
an older Mexica,n design known as the "Chappo tree." According to Lee M. Rice and Glenn R Vemam's authoritative 
work on Western saddle making, They Saddled the West, the addition of Rodriguez's tal~ tc;, Shi.lham & Walker 
marked the birth 9£ the renowned Visalia stock saddle design: · 

Rodriguez was persuaded to come to the Walker and Shuman shop at Visalia, there to combine his 
talent with that of Mattl~ in deiligning a new' and more improved, tree. :Working on the advanced 
Ideas gleaned from the Oiappo, Mattle arid White River trees, they came up with a des!gnthat was 
destined to inake the name of VJSalia famous throughout the Western cow country. So successful 
were thes.e new saddles that Walker and Shuman soon surp?ISSed Salazar as a manufacturer of 
California's IOOSt popular outfits. And long after T. Salazar was all but forgotten, the renowned 

30NaliciiralPark Service, Five Views: An Ethnic Historic Site Survey for California, 'Visalia Saddle Company .Site,' 
ht\p:/iwww.nPS.gov/his!ory/history/online books/5vfews/5views5h98.htm accessed 26 June 2013 .. 
?1 Henry G, l,angley, The Pacific Coast Business Directory for 1876-78, (San Francisco: Henry G. Langley, 1875), 280. 
:ii 'Main & Wind:ies~r.• http://w.vw.hiqhnoon.com/bios/mainwinchbio.htm# accessed 7 July 2013. 
33 Lee M Rice and Glenn RVemam, They Saddled the West, (Camtiirdge, Maryland: Comen Maritime Press, 1975), 55. 
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VJSalia Stock Saddle, carrying the D.E. Walker brand and serial nun;tbe~, was a favorite with the 
cowboy clan from Mexico to Canada. 34, 

Despite their success, Shuha.m anq. Walker disagreed over the direction of their business and dissolved the firm in 
1877, with Shuham purchasing Walker's interest Walker then opened a competing firm in the same town, and by 
1879 was able to buy out his fozm:ei: partner, acquiring the both·fue shop and working personnel, which included 
Martarel, Mattie, Rodriguez and Her.rea.. 35 Walker heavily promoted the craftsmanship of his saddles using furough 
direct mail, handbills and catalogues, with catalogue sales emerging as the bulk of ~ ~ss. In addition tq 

saddles, fue compari;y also offered stirrups, harnesses,. reins, bits; spurs, conchas, cinches and quirts.36 

In 1887, Walker formed a partnership wifu William W. Wade, General Manager of fue Johnson Company of San 
Francisco, and by 1888 had opened a store in San Francisco at 111 Front Street under the name o£ Walker & Wade. 
For a time, Walker also retained fue VJSalia. shop as a private busi;r:i.ess,37 By 1891, the Walker & Wade shop had 
relocated to 221 California Street, and aiuurid fue same time Wade's .sfyn:e in the company was sold· to Henry A. 
Wegenei;, necessitating another ~ess name change to Walker & Wegener. 

David Walker died in San F1"!3D(isro in January 1894, and his 
share of the company was inherited by his nephew, Edmund 

Walker Weeks:311 Arotmd the same lime, the company 
moved again_ to 510 Market Street where the ;name Visalia 
Stock Saddle ~ompany was established. City directories 
from fue 1890s indicate fuat the company then employed 
approximarely eight saddlers, and Henry Wegener is named 
as the proprietor. At the lime here were only two other 
saddle tree manufacturers and dealers in Sim Francisco: 
~ & Wmchester at 214.--220 Battery Street,. and Jorss & 
Leonard at 511 5th Street The Visalia Stock Saddle Company 
remained at 510 Market Street until 1906, although Edmund . 

Weeks assumed full control o£ the company after Wegener's 
death in: 19(14. 

All tluee of the :locations occupied by the company befoi:e 
1906 were located within a relatively compact area at the 
edge .of the Financial District.. Anecdotal evidence suggests 
that locating in this area helped expose the company's 
saddles to wealthier clientele, as well as fue tourist and. 
business traveler markets. Sanborn maps also indicate that 

'·---,· 

1894 illustration of 510 Market Street with a sign for 
the Visalia Stock Saddle Co., Hemy A. Wegener Proprietor 

(The.Illustrated Directory Company) 

the company's operations were not large. All of the buildings where the company operated tended to be similar
.typically two-story brick or wood~frame storefronts. · 

The 1906 F.arthquake and Fire destroyed the company's San '.£1rancisco building, stock, tools and all records. By the 
end of ~ year the company had relocated to ~sg Market Street where it would remain until 1911. The reasons for 
the company's moye to the ·upper Market area are not ·c1ear. Doubtless the .area was initially attractive as the 

neighborhood. had been untouched by the 1906. cUsa:ster. As well,. the rompany :may have become more reliant on 
catalog sales and no longer felt it was necessary to rebuild m downtown San Francisco. It may also have been a 
ma~ of familiarity and convenience for fue owner. .In 1905, Edmund Weeks resided at 39 Hartford Street, only a 

bl~~aµ.d~a-half away from jhe n.133 Mai:k¢t Street address .. 

34 Lee M. Rice anq Glen11 R. Vemam, They Saddled ttie W~ (Cambirdge, Maryland: Cornell Maritime Press, 1975), 55. 
35 Jbld. . . 
36 A histcxy of the Visana stock Saddle Company and the quafity .of~ craftsmen was included in a profile article for one of their saddlemakers: 
http:l/news.google.com/newspapers?id=SaNUMAA!BAJ&sjid=J48DMAAIBAJ&pg=6600%2C5043752 accessed November 20, 2012. . 
~ Ibid: 59. 
38 ~Died.' The Morning Call, Januaiy 11, 1894, p.10. 
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In 1911 the company moved all of its saddle
making operations and sales room to the eastern 
storefront of New Era Hall. A company catalog 
from that year states that "Our specialty is 
CUSTOM WORK, which we shall always get up as 
expeditiously as possible, and we shall also carry a. 
line of our most popular styles made up for rush 
orders. Custom work naturally requires time to 
build, but if you need of a rig in a hurry, write or 
telegraph us, and we will do our very best to· fit 
you out at once."39 

1905 Sanborn map showirtg the Visalia Stock Saddle Comj)any at 
510 Market Street, labeled as a harness store. 

Note that a tailor on the 2nd floor is shown as associated with the 
~usiness. (David Rumsey Collection) 
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Duriµg the 19:lOs, i.t appears that some of the company's saddle makers lived onssite a:t 2117 Market Street. City 
directories show that in 19il, saddle makers Martin J. Reardon and John W. Wilson lived at the store. They were 
jomed in 1913 by Arthur McLea and Steven (Estev:an) Ybarra. In 1915, Estevan Ybarra was again listed as a resident 
of 2117 Market Street, as were Edward P. Hardenbrook and Frederick K. Bradlee. Hardenbrook stayed another year, 
and Bradlee was last listed as a resident m 19i7, wiih no residents listed in 1918. The following year, in, October 1919, 
the Visalia Stock Saddle Company expanded their saddle-making operations by occupying the entire ground floor of 
New Era Hall At the time, the company was one of thirteen saddlers adive in San Fr~co. 

Between 1911 and 1950, the VJSalia Stock Saddle Company exclusively manufactured their high-end and custom 
saddles in the New Er!l- Hall building. At no other period in the company's history was its brand more widely-known 
throughout the world. This Market Street location i;, also where the company developed,. through their catalogs, an 
interruitional brand for highcquality .standard and cui,tom saddles. By the 1930s, branch stores had been opened in 
Oakland, Santa Barbara and P~ Sp$~s. ~ J,atter two locations; both of which were associ_ated with leisure 

39 Visalia Stock Saddle Co., Catalogue No. 17, (San Francisco: Vii;alia Stock Saddl_e Co., 1911), 1. 
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tourism, strongly implies that by 1his time the company was serving primarily affluent clientele. The company's 
catalogs during fuis period indicate that :in addition to high-ez:id saddles, the company also sold chaps, hats, gloves, 
shirts, shoes, belts and gun.holsters. 

VISALIA 
1"'·' 18- 0 STOCK 

t ,. r· SADDLE Co. 

,,• ',!N :,10~<: 

.':J.~1\i:r.11 ~r s.,s-Fn\'.\:1,l;i'f: r;.111 

Orr.a 1933 Visalia·· Stock Saddle' .aitalog cover 

. . 

When David Weeks died in 1930, management of the company was taken over by bis .stepson, Lel;md Bergen. l;n 
1945, the company was sold: to Sheldon ·E. Potter, the son of a ~~ful :randier, who believed that the £inn could 
expand its business by iefocqsing on the :ranch ilild cowboy trade. Circa 1953, Potte.r relocated the company to 464::/ 
Freeport Boulevard in Sacramento. Accori:iing lo a 1994 newspa~ a.rti,cle, Sheldon Potter ~oyed ~ .company 
because he "thought that San Francisco was gel:l:ii:i.g too big for cowboys wanting to buy custom-made.saddles."~ 

In 1958 the company was sold again to Kenneth Coppock, owner of the Canadian Kenway Saddle ancl. Leather 
Conwany. The .consolidation of the .firms offered considerable advantages as "Canada had always been a prime field 
for VJSl'µia PJ,"Oducts."'1 Potter continued to manage the oompany's shop in Sacramento until it was destroyed by .fire 
during .the 19.60s. Some of the employees purchased the D.E. Walker V:i.salia. Stock Saddle name and moved 
operations to Castro Valley, Califomia'urtder· the management of Bill Ma.gas. 42 The company was subsequently soid 

several times, but the VJSa:Iia siock Saddle Company continues as an active ~and and l;rademark.-13 The ·company's 
older saddles also continue to rorrimand a premium from saddle collectors. 

"° Djxje .Reicl, "For !egernlary saddlemaker, 1he art Is a cinch; Ellensburg DaI7y Record, February 19, 1994, p. 14. 
41 Lee M. Rice and Glenn R. vernam: Tliey Saddled the West, (Cambirdge, Marylood: Cornell Maii!iine Press, 1975), 61. 
~~ . ... . . . . . 

43 The companywas sold four more times (1958, 1964_, 1977 and 1982). 
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ARTICLE 10 LANDMARK DESIGNATION 
This section of _the report is an analysis and summary of the applicable criteria for designation, integrity, period of 

significance, significance statement, character-defining features, and additional Article 10 requirements, 

Criteria for Designation 
Check all criteria applicable to the significance of the property that are d<>cr1Il1ented in the report. The criteria checked 

is (are) the b~ic justification for why the resource is important. 

X Asso.ciation with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 

Association with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

X Embody distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or methc;id o.f conshuction, or that represent the work of 

a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose 

.components may lack individuill distinction. 

Has yielded or may be likely to yield info~tion important in history or prehistory. 

Statement of Significance 

Characteristics of the Landmark that justify its designation: 
Constructed in 1906, New Era f!all is a combination commercial and social hall building that is architecturally 
significant for its embodiment of the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction and as the 
work of master. The lnrilding is a. rare, extant pi:operty type: a·purpose-built, mixed use building with a social hall 
and commercial frontage. The building is also significant.for its associations with the events of the City's post
Earthquake reconstruction, where the building houses meeting spaces for a number of social and fraternal 
organizations, and as the sales and manufacturing headquarters of the Visalia Stock Saddle Company, ~ pioneering 
Mexican-American business founded in California~ The building survives with relatively few alterations froni. its 
original design, and retains a high degree of architectural mfegrity. · 

Significant Architecture and Wort ofa Master 
Constructed in 1906, New Era Hall is architecturally significan(fqr i~ embodjment of the qist:u:i.ctive characteristics of 
a type, period, or method of constructi~ and a. work of 1m1Ster ardtltect, August Nordin. Designed and constructed 
shortly after the 1906 disaster, the building employs a rela!ively simple palate of materials and ornament The mixed
use building feahrres an overall Classical Revival desilit, demonstrated through its symmetry and oversized-scale of 
the two-story building, combined with.exaggerated .Craftsman details including the cornice, paired brackets with 
pendants, and bold window and door surrounds. On the interior, Nordins innovative use of the Howe Truss system 
allowed him to create uninterrupted assembiy spaces in the Lodge. Rooms while simultaneously econ~ on 
materials. As an example .of a ·type and period, New Era Hall is part of a class of social halls that incorporated a 
ground-floor commercial use with the meeting :rooms occupying the upper floor(s). Of the seventy-two social halls 
extant in San Francisco in 1907, New Era Hall is one of oI\ly ;nine tbcamples of its type which survive and have good 
integrity. · 

Association with SifWiFicant Events 
New Era Hall is significant for its association with the VISlilia Stock Saddle Company, recognized as one of 
California's pioneering saddle-making compai:1i~, especially for ils role in q.eveloping and popularizing a design 
presently known as the "western. saddle." Between 1911 and 1953, the Visalia Stock Saddle Company exclusively 
manufactured their high-end and rustom saddles in the New Era Hall building.. d,eveloping an international 

~ A history of the Visalia Stock Saddle Company was included in a profile article for one of their saddlemakers: 
http:1/news.google.com/newspapers?id=SaNUAAAA!BAJ&sjid=J48DAAAAIBAJ&pq=6600%2C5043752 accessed November 20, 2012. 
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reputation for superior craftsmanship and quality. The building also served as a traming ground where generations 
of saddle makers leamed fueir trade. 

Today, the building is the only extant building· associated with the productive period of the Visalia Stock Saddle 
Company. The company's origirui.l Marysville, Yuba' County location was demolished, allhollgh the site is pres~tly 
marked with a commemorative plaque, while the company's three early San Francisoo locations were all destroyed in 
1906. Thus, the New Era Hall building/where the rompaqy was located from 1911 to 1953, is the best remaming 
location to COlIIIIlemorate this significant California enterprise. 

New Era Hall is also important for its role in the recovery efforts following the 1906 Earfuquake and Fire, though this 
is not its primary significance. The building was purpose-built shortly after the disaster to provide crucial meeting 
space for displaced organizations and over fue next several years continued to serve as a fonnal. gathering place for a 
variety of social andfratemal groups. In~ respect, New Era Hall provided continuity for these organizations and 
met a pressing public need in the post-~ake period. 

Periods of Significance 
New Era Hali has two periods of significance: . 

1906-1909: Architecturally, the period of significance is assigned as 1906-1909, reflecting the original 
oonstruction of fue bujlding as designed by master architect, August Nordin, through the reconstruction of 
the western storefront to its original configuration in 1909 following its use as a nickelodeon. 

1911-1953.: For its association with historic events, reflecting the period of occupancy by the VJSalia Stock 
Saddle Company. Architecturally, the period of significance is assigned as 1906-1909, reflecting the original 
amsµuction of the building as designed by master architect.. August Nordin, through the reconstruction of 
the western storefront to its original configu,ratlon in 1909 following i~ ~ ~ a nickelodeon. 

Integrity 
The seven aspects of integrity are location, design, materials, workmanship, .setting, feeling, and association in 

relatian tp the period of significance est$li!;hed above, Cumulatively, the building at 2117-2123 Market Street retains 

sufficient integrity· to convey its architectural si&rifficimce, as well as its use by the VJSalia Stock Saddle Company. 

It, lik~, retiuns integrity of design, materials, workmanship and feeiing. Known alterations are relatively limited 

in scope and include the addition ·of a.second~ty w:i+uiow in 1~, and the 1975 installation of a metal-frame 

storefront and doors at 2123 Market Street At an unknown date, the ~ vestibule for the eastern storefront was 

somewhat reduced in depth, and the rear of the building clad with asbestos shingles. Despite these alterations, nearly 

all ;key dwacter-defin:ing feaiu.res dating to its original construction remain intact, including the dual storefront 

configuration, the center entry and. surround, i;h~ storefront transom, the second-floor fenestration, and the 
distinctive paired braclci$ at the i:oofline. Similarly; although the second-story Lodge Rooms are no longer used by 

social and fyatemal organizations, they retain their open and.unobstructed plans, wall cladding, and decorative him. 

The building _also retains integrity .of association with its commercial context. The soufu side of Church Street on the 

sul:,ject block remajns aprimarily' commercial corridor, mid the adjacent buildings were both in place during some or 

most of fue period of occupancy by the \I""~ Stock Saddle Company. The larger neighbm:hood, whidt was mostly 

built out during fue years.follQwing the 1906 Ji'.arth'I,llalce, also ret:airls mudt of its historic fabric and feeling. 
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ARTICL.E 10 REQUIREMENTS SECTION 10Q4 (B) ....... · ... . . . ·.. .. . ·: ·' .. l 
Boundaries of the Landmark Site 
Encompassing all of and limited to Lot 12 in Assessor's Block 3543 on the south side of Market Street between Church 
and 15th Streets. 

Character-Defining Features 
Whenever a building, site, object, or landscape is under consideration fur Article iO Landmark designation, the 
Historic .Preservation Commission is required to identify character-defining features of the property. This is done to 
enable owners ~d the public to understand which elements are considered most important to preserve the historical 
and architectttral character of the proposed landmark. 

The character-defining exterior features of the building are identified as: 

• Two-story height and massing (ground floor of 14 and 15--feet and second floor .of 16 and 24 feet); 

• All rooflines, including the flat roof; 

• All exterior elevations including the narrow, flush wood siding at. the second floor of the front elevation and 

channel drop siding at the side elevation; 

• All architectural details and motifs: including the romice with plain frieze; over-scaled, paired brackets with 

extended triple pendants; and square, beveled rafter tails supporting a deeply projecting romice with 

banded moldings. 

• Central entry doors within the center bay at 2117 Market Street including; the single-glazed, double leaf, 

wood doors with decorative flared door surround, capped by a beveled lintel entry hood with applied 

£lariated ornament, supported by nailhead block details; 

· • Ground floor storefronts incl~ding; th~ partially recessed, angled vest:ibu:1,e storefront entry with tile 
flooring at 2117 Market Street and the deeply recessed, angled vestibule. storefronts at 2123 Market Street; 

the ccinfiguration of the storefronts at 2117 and 21~ Market.Street comprised of stucco bulkheads, raised 

display · platforms, . and plate glass storefront windows; the over-scaled; divided light-, wood transom 

sparuiing the plate glass storefronts at the ground floor; and the wood-sash, single-light doors a~ 2117 and 

:p21 Market Street (non-historic aluminum doors at. 2123. Market Street are pot character-defining features); 

• Second floor fenestration including; triple-ganged, wood sash, double-hung windows with ogee lugs 

surrounded heavy casings and bracketed lintels and sills with nailhead bl~ck trim, loc:ated in the first and 

third building bays. The single double-hung, wood sash window with ogee lugs and heavy casings. located 

within the middle bay. 

The character-defining interior features of the buiJding are identified as: 

Stairway to Second Floor Lodge Rooms 
o Vertical board-m:ui-battf!ll wood paneling with bead board above (presently painted) 
o Wooden steps to upper floor · 

• Second-Story Entry Hall 
o Vertical board-and-batten wood paneling and flat-board surrounds with nailhead block details 
o Turned wood staircase baluster 

• Second-StoryAnterooms 
o Vertii::al board-and-batten and bead board paneling with nailhead block details 

• Second-Story Lodge Room No. 1, including: 
o Open plan and volume measuring 49-feet by 49-feet, with a ceiling height of 24-feet to the 

underside of the roof . 
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• 

o Board-and-batten and tongue-i:n.-groove wall claddi:n.g (presently pai:n.ted) wifhnailhead block 
details. 

o 1hree exposed Howe trusses 
Second-Story: Lodge Room No. 2, includi:n.g: 

o Open plan and volume historically measuring 49-feet by 20-feet with a ceiling height of 16-feet to 
the underside of fhe roof. 

o ·lp.terior wall finishes includi:n.g: ftie wide board shiplap siding, laid horizontally; board and batten 
wainscoting with nailhead_ block details, and door and window casings? (all cµrren,tl.y pai:n.ted); 

o Howe trusses (Cwrently, fhese are altered enclosed in non-historic siding) 

Below are floor plans illustrating the location of interior character-defining features (shaded in green). 

I • •• ' 

L. ~ot,li 

First Floor Second Floor 

New Era Hall DraftDesi.gnatiori Report March 30, 2017 34-

308 



PROPERiY INFORMATiON 
. . . :· ·:· .. · : . ; 

• HisbJrl~N~eiN.;;EraHall · .. 
Po~ N#.e.:n(a . . . . 
Address: 2iii~2121 Markt street 

. Block arid Loi: 3542012 .· .. · . 

. : ~~CTCI{E IiI/LLC ,· 
I .· 0ngnta1 u~: ~ti~ and kxig~ l11l1ls 

I ~~~tt:~t:~~~f;""'!~. ·. "-~-·. ·.~.~···~· ~~'-,-'-~ 

New Era Hall Draft Designation Report March 30, 2017 35 

309 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Books+ Reports 
Glover, E. S., ¥anager. The nlustrated Directcrry; A Magazillf! of American Cities, Comprising Views of Bl{Siness Blocks, with 

referenc~ to Owners, Occupants, Professions and Trades, Public Buildings and Private Residences Vol. 1. San 
Francisco. San Francisco: The Illustrated Directory Company, 189.4. 

Howe, Malverd A The Design of Simpl~ Wood Roof-Trusses in Wood and Steel. New York: John W:tley & Sons, 1908. 

Langley, Henry G. The Pacific Coast Business Directory for 1876-78. San Francisco: Henry G. Langley, 1875. 

Page & Turnbull. Nf.arket & Oc~ Area Plan Historic; Conte:r:t Statemen~. Report prepared for lhe San Francisco 
Pla:rining Department San Francisco: Page & Turnbull, December 20, 2007). 

Reynolds, Bill The Art of the Western Saddle: A Celebration of Style and Embellishment. Gtiildord, CT: Lyons Press, 2004. 

Ric;e, Le('.i M and Glenn R Verriam.. They Saildled the West. Cambridge, MD: Cornell Maritime Press, 1975. 

Visalia Stock Saddle Company. Catalogue No. 17. San Francisco: Visalia Stock Saddle Company, 1911. 

Newspapers+ Periodicals 
Delany, Eric. "The Golden Age," Invention and TechTl()logy, Fall 1994. 

Knight, Oliver. "Western Saddlemakers 1865-1920." Montana: The Magazim of Western Histcrry, Vol 33, No. 2 (Spring, 
1983), pp. 16-29. 

Reid, Dixie. "For legendary ~addlemaker, lhe art.is a cinch." Ellensburg Daily Record, February 19, '1994. 

Siddeley, Leslie. "The Rise and.Fall of Fraternal Insurance Organizations:'' Hunume Studies Review, Vol 7, No. 2 
(Spm.ig 1992). 

''Builders' Contracts." San Francisco Calf.. July ;3, 18%. 

Armie M Nordin obituary. San Frandscq Call. February 2, 1898. 

California Architect & Building News, Vol 20, No. 10, October 20, 1899, 

niluilder's Contracts," San Francisco Call, May 11, 1901. 

"Builder's Contracts," San Francisco Call, November 27, i901. 

"Builders' Cop.tracts!' San Francisco Call. March 3, 1902. 

''Builders' Contracts." San Francisco Call. September 6, 1902. 

"Builders' Contracts." San Francisco Call. June 28, 1903. 

"Builders' O;m.tracts." Srui Francisco Call. February 27, 1905: 

Olaf Brekke obituary. San Jose Mercury HeTilld. March 21, 1918. 

New Era Hall Draft Designation Report March 30, 2017 

310 

36 



August Nord.in obituary. The Architect and Engineer, January 1936. 

Websites 
Mayer, Tom. "August Nordin, Architect" http:1/www .swedishamericanhallcom/history.html#Anchor-There-49575 

( accessed March 2007) · 

"Existing Covered Bridge; in Tennessee." http:f/www.tdot.state.tn,us/bridges/historybridges.hlm Accessed 20 
December 2012. 

"Main & Winchester," http:l/www.highnoon.mm/bios/mamwinchbio.htm# accesse.d 7 July 2013. 

National Park Sei:vice. "Five Views:~ Ethnic Historic Site Survey for California: Visalia Saddle Company.". 
http:1/www .nps.gov/histoi:y/historv /oriline books/5views/Sviews5h98.htm accessed 26 June 2013. 

Public Records 
Building Permits #1292, #11936, 1123703,# 88978, #92499, #132735, 11176759, #182028, 11446837, #200208275042. 

Sanborn Maps 1899,1905, 1914, 1919, 1950 

San Francis.co Land Use Maps (San Francisco Planning Department) 1919, 1941, 1953, 1961. 

San Francisco city di:c:~ories 

Spring Valley Water Company, application for Service Installation #52090. 

U.S. Census records 

New Era Hall DraftDesignationRepc.>rtMarch 30, 2017 

311 

37 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

San Francilico City and County 
Edwin M Lee, Mayor 
Jeff Sheehy, Distri\:f: 8 Supervisor 

Historic Preservation Commissioners 
President Andrew Wolfram 
Vice-President Aaron Jon Hyland 
Commissioners: 
KarlHasz 
EllenJohnck 
Richard S.E. Jo~ 
Diane Matsuda 
J~than Pead~an 

Planning Department 
John Rahaim, Director 
Tim Frye, llistoric Preservation Officer 
Moses Corrette, research, writing, and photography 
Jonathan Lammerii, ~~earch, wripng and photography 
Susan Parks, Preservation Planner; documents review and edits 

McJltional Support 
Robert Cherny 
Mai:y Brown_ 
Elizabeth Skrondal 

This rri~terial is'basE!d upon work·assisted by a grant from the Department of.the 
lnterior,-National Park Service. Any'opinions, findings, and ~nclus_ioris or .. 
. -recommendations expressed in this m_aterial are those of ttie author(s) and do not 
necessarily reflect the view of the Depar\ment of the Interior. 

New Era Hall Draft Designation Report March 30, 2017 

312 

AMERICA 
Exp/are andEnjoj Our Heritage 

3.l:!. 



APPENDIX 

Based on city directory and newspaper research, the following are organizations which advertised 
regular meetings at New Era Hall between 1907 and 1914: 

1907: 

1907: 

1907-1908: 

1907-1909: 

1907-1910: 

1908-1909: 

1908-1914: 

1909: 

1909-1911: 

1910-1912: 

Order of Scottish Clans: Oan Frasier, No. 78. Meets .first and third 
Thursday evenings each month at 21~.1 Market Street David Mowatt, 
0ue£ ·· 

Order of the Eastern Star: Yerba Buena Glapter, No. 228. Meets 1"' and 3nl 

Saturday evenings at 2121 Market Street 

Knights of Pythias: Phoenix Lodge, No. 53. Meets every Monday at 2121 
Market Street . 

Woodmen of the World: Golden Gate Camp, No. 64. Meets every Friday at 
2121 Market Street. 

Patriarchs Mi1itant Independent Order of Odd Fellows: Subordinate Herman 
Lodge, No.145. Meets every Friday evi:?ning at 2121 Market Street 

Ancient Order of Hibernians: State officers meet at New Era Hall Michael 
Donahoe, President; William O'Brien, Vice President; T. P, O'Dowd, 
Secretary; T. Lynch,- Treasurer; Rev. T. Carathet, Chaplin. County 
Officers meet at New Era Hall every 4th Monday. William Boyle, 
President; James J. Barty, Financial Secretary; Con Herlihy, Recording 
Secretary. 

Foresters of America: (white males 18-50) Court California, No. 4. Meets 2nd 
and 4th Wednesdays at 2121 Mar~et Street. Court Justice, No. 16. Meets 
151 and 3nl Thursdays at New Era Hall. Court Presidio, No. 40. Meets 1st 
and 3ro Tuesdays at New Era Hall Court Mayflower, No. 41. Meets 2nd 
and 4lliTuesdays at 2121 Ml!rke.t Street Court Sunflower No. 187. Meets 
1st and 3ril ~sdqys at 2121 Market Street Court James G. Blaine, No. 
207. Meets 1"' and 3nl Wednesdays at New Era Hall 

Rebekah Assembly, 10.0.F. ofCalifomia: Oriental Rebekah Lodge, no. 90. 
Meets every Wednesday evening at 2121 Market Street 

The National Union; San Fr!fildsco Council, no. 540. Meets second 
Thursday of each month in New Era Hall, 2121 Market Street E. R Hills, · 
Secretary. 

Native Daughters of the Golden. West. Castro Parlor, no. 178. Meets 
Wednesdays. 
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· 1911-1912: . National. Association of Post Office ClerJcs, Branch No. 8. Joseph Cone, 
President; George P. Feely, Secretary. Meets second· Saturday of each 
month at 2121 Market, New Era HaJ1. 

Other notable events and political meetings: 

August 20, 1910: the San Francisco Call reported that the Twin Peaks Tunnel and Improvement 
convention had met the previous evening to present a report on the feasibility and plans for 
construction of a streetcar tunnel beneath Twin Peaks. 

October 24, 1910: the San Francisco Call reported on a meeting of the James G. Conlin Oub at New 
Era Hall Conlin was running as an :independent cap.die.fate for the elected office of Justice of the 
P~ce. . 

September i3, 1911: the San Francisco Call anpou:nced that accommodations for 1~000 persons 
have been provided at New Era Hall in preparaµ.on for a speech by James Rolph to the Thirty
Fourth District Central Non~an Rolph Oub. 

April 29· 1912: the San Francisco Call announced a meeting of the Taft Repul?lican meeting to be 
held at New Era Hall, Joseph Duffy presidin~ · 

October 6, 19i2: the San Francisco Cal.l covered a .fundraising qrrd party held at New Era Hall by 
the Daughters of Isabella · · 

New Era Hall Draft Designation Report March 30, 2017. 40 
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CTCREffi,LLC 

November 16, 2016 

Tim Frye, Preservation Coordinator 
Planning Department, City and County of San Francisco 
1650 Mission Street, Suite 400 
San Francisco, CA. 94103 

VIA EMAIL DEUVERY 

. I 
RE: 2117 -2123 Market Street Landmark Designation 

DearTim, 

This letter serv~s as our written notification that CTC RE (II, LLC is not interested pursuing 
Landmark Designation for property at 21;1.7-2123 Market Street. We do notfeel the designation 
will be11efit us and limits any future options that we might want to explore, . . 

£b--
Managing Member 

1409 Fifth Street I Berkeley, CA 94710 Iv (510) 559~9600 x 400 I f(5IO) 559-9699 .1 
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From: 
To: 

Academy of Ballet 
andreyv@tefarch.com 

C:c 
SubJei:t, 
Date: 

Frye. Tllll ccet)· Smith Desiree CCPQ; Academy of Bailet 
New Era Hail Landmark Designation · 
Fridav, April 28, 2011 2:18:43 PM 

April 24, 2017 

Andrew Wolfram,. Commission President 
San FranciSC<l Historic Preservation Commission 
1650 Mission St., Suite 400 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

RE: New Era Hall Landmark Designation 

Dear President Wolfram: 

As a longtime ~nant of 2117 ,2123 Market Street, historically known as New Era Hall, I strongly support Article IO 
City landmark designation for the building. Designed by _architect August Nordin and built in 1906 just seven 
ii-tooths after the earthquake and fire, New Era Hall provided crucial meeting space for organizations displaced by 
the disaster. It also housed the Visalia Stock Saddle Company, a pioneer Mexican AmeriC3t1 business with statewide 
significance, until 1.953. In addition, the bulldit,g is one of the few surviving social hails that existed i~ 1907. 

For the past 65 years the building has ~en the home of the Academy of Ballet, an important part of San Francisco's 
arts commwiity. Dancers educated there had gone to careers .in major dance companies. around the world. It has also 
served as a rehearsal space for internationally famed dance companies including Americil.il Ballet Theater, Bolsltoi 
Ballet of Moscow; Kirov Ballet of st Petersburg and the Royal Ballet of London. Artist such as Margot Fontaine, 
Ga,lina Ulanova, Natalia Makarova, Rudolf Nureyev, Erik Bruhn among many others have danced in the studio at 
i 121 Market Street. The Academy ofBaliet was m.entione<l often in Herb 9len col:umn and in Tales ofa City. 
Currently the Academy hosts Smuin Ballet SF and 320 students of the Academy of Ballet. 

I urge the Board of Supervisors to designate New Era Hall, located at 2117-2123 Market Street, as a city llµldmark. 

Sincerely, 

ZozyKarah 

Acad~y ofBallet 
Zory Karah, Director 
2121 Market st . . 
San Francisco Ca 94114 
415.552-1166 
sfacademyofuallet com 
info@sfacademyofbalJet.com 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

Lisa Gibson 
Acting Environmental Review Officer 
Planning Department 
1650 Mission Street, Ste. 400 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Dear Ms. Gibson: 

July 5, 2017 

City Hall 
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDDffTY No. 554-5227 

File No. 170755 

On June 27, 2017, the Historic Preservation Commission introduced the following 
proposed legislation: 

File No. 170755 

Ordinance amending the Planning Code to designate 2117-2123 Market 
Street (aka New Era Hall), in Assessor's Parcel Block No. 3543, Lot No. 012, 
as a Landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code; affirming the 
Planning Department's determination under the California Environmental 
Quality Act; making public necessity, convenience and welfare findings 
under Planning Code, Section 302; and making findings of consistency 
with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of Planning Code, 
Section 101.1. . 

This legislation is being transmitted to you for environmental review. 

Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board 

ir~1r·· 
By: Erica Major, Assistant Clerk 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 

Attachment 

c: Joy Navarrete, Environmental Planning 
Laura Lynch, Environmental Planning 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5227 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCIS.CO 

LAND USE AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Land Use and Transportation Committee will 
hold a public hearing to consider ttie following proposal and said public hearing will be held 

' as follows, at which time all interested parties may attend and be heard; 

Date: Monday, March 5, 2018 

Time: 1 :30 p.m. 

Location: Legislative Chamber, Room 250, located at CityHall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Ph:1ce, ~an Francisco, CA 

Subject: File No. 170755 .. Ordinance amending the Planning Code to designate 
2117-2123 Market Street (aka New Era Hall), in Assessor's Parcel Block 
No. 3543, Lot No. 012, as a Landmark under Article 10 of the Planning 
Code; affirming the Planning Department's determination ul)der the 
California Environmental Quality Act; making public necessity, 
convenience and welfare findings under Planning Code, Section 302; 
and making findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight 
priority policies of Pla1:ming Code, Section 101.1. · . 

In accordance with Administrative Code., Section 67.7-1, persons vitho are unable to 
attend the hearing on this matter may submit written comments to the City prior to the time 
the hearing begins. These comments will be made part of the official public record in this 
matter, and shall be brought to the attention of the members of the Committee .. Written 
comments should be addressed to Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board, City Hall, 1 Dr. Carlton 
B. Goodlett Place, Room 244, San Francisco, CA 94102. Information relating to this matter is 
available i.n the Office of the Clerk of the Board. Agenda information relating to this matter 
will be available for public review on Friday, March 2, 2018. 

DATED: February 21, 2018 
MAILED/POSTED: February 22, 2018 

~~-~~ 
Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

PROOF OF MAILING 

Legislative F.ile No. 170755 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD!fTY No. 544-5227 

Description of ltem(s): Land Use and Transportation Committee - Public Hearing 
Notice - Planning Code - Landmark Designation - 2117-2123 Market Street (13ka New 
Era Hall) - 3 Notices Mailed 

I, Brent Jalipa , an employee of the City and · 
County of San Francisco, mailed the above described document(s) by depositing the 
sealed items with the United States Postal Service (USPS) With the postage fully 
prepaid as follows: 

Date: February 22, 2018 

Time: 8:30 am 

USPS Location: Repro Pick-up. Box in the Clerk of the Board's Office (Rm 244) 

Mailbox/Mailslot Pi.ck-Up Times (if applicable): _N--/ __ A ____________ _ 

Signature: __ · -,;.~==---__,,'-'~~-~~~....._-~_· _. -------~----
~ 

Instructions: Upon completion, original must be filed in the above referenced file. 
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