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SAN FRANCISCO
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

General Plan Referral

Date: June 5, 201.6

Case Nn. Case No. 2016-005236GPR

New 10-year lease of building, approximately 45 rooms for

programmatic and short-term tenancies administered by the

Department of Public Health

Block/Lot No.: 3725//063

Project Sponsor

25 Van Ness Ave. Suite 400
San Francisco, CA 94102

Applicant:

Staff Contact:

Recommendation:

Recommended
B~:

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

John Updike

San Francisco Real Estate Department

Same as Above

Maria De Alva — (415) 575-8729
Mnrin.F.DeAlva@s ov.org

Finding the project, on balance, is in conformity with

1650 Mission St.
Suite 400
San Francisco,
CA 94103-2479

Reception:

415.558.6378

Fax:

415.558.6409

Planning
Information:

415.558.6377

The Project is the City's proposed new 10-year lease of a building located at 149 6th Street that is
currently vacant. The property will be used for homeless and transitional services administered
by the Department of Public Health through program uses and short-term tenancies, this use
will actually create affordable housing options for program participants.
The submittal is for a General Plan Referral to recommend whether the Project is in conformity
with the General Plan, pursuant to Section 4.105 of the Charter, and Section 2A.52 and 2A.53 of
the Administrative Code.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

On April 28, 2016 the Environmental Planning Division of the Planning Department determined
that the project is categorically exempt under CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 (Planning Case
No. 2016-005236ENV).

www.sfplanning.crrg



GENERAL PLAN REFERRAL CASE N0.2016-005236GPR
NEW 10-YEAR LEASE OF BUILDING, APPROXIMATELY 45 ROOMS

FOR PROGRAMMATIC AND SHORT-TERM TENANCIES
ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

GENERAL PLAN COMPLIANCE AND BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION

As described below, the Project is consistent with the Eight Priority Policies of Planning Code
Section 1.01.1 as described in the body of this letter and is, on balance, in-conformity with the
following Objectives and Policies of the General Plan:

Note: General Plan Objectives and Policies are in bold font; General Plan text is in regular font.
Staff comments are in italic font.

HOUSING ELEMENT

OBJECTIVE 3

PROTECT THE AFFORDABILITY OF THE EXISTING HOUSING STOCK, ESPECIALLY

RENTAL UNITS.

POLICY 3.5

Retain permanently affordable residential hotels and single room occupancy (SRO) units.

The former SRO Hotel is currently vncant, and proposed lease will provide homelessness services,

residencies, and other programmatic and picblic services.

OBJECTIVE 4

FOSTER A HOUSING STOCK THAT MEETS THE NEEDS OF ALL RESIDENTS ACROSS

LIFECYCLES.

POLICY 4.2

Provide a range of housing options for residents with special needs for housing support and

services.

The proposed lease will provide additional housing options and services to people undergoing transitions,

such as those trying to exit homelessness.

OBJECTIVE 6

REDUCE HOMELESSNESS AND THE RISK OF HOMELESSNESS.

POLICY 6.1

Prioritize permanent housing and service-enriched solutions while pursuing both short- and

long-term strategies to eliminate homelessness.

The proposed lease will provide l2omeless and transitional services administered by the Department of

Public Health through program uses and short-term tenancies.
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GENERAL PLAN REFERRAL CASE N0.2016-005236GPR
NEW 10-YEAR LEASE OF BUILDING, APPROXIMATELY 45 ROOMS

FOR PROGRAMMATIC AND SHORT-TERM TENANCIES
ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

PROPOSITION MFINDINGS —PLANNING CODE SECTION 101.1

Planning Code Section 101.1 establishes Eight Priority Policies and requires review of
discretionary approvals and permits for consistency with said policies. The Project is found to
be consistent with the Eight Priority Policies as set forth in Planning Code Section 101.1 for the
following reasons:

Eight Priority Policies Findings
The subject project is found to be consistent with the Eight Priority Policies of Planning Code
Section 101.1 in that:

T'he proposed project is found to be consistent with the eight priority policies of Planning Code
Section 101.1 in that:

1. That existing neighborhood-serving retail uses be preserved and enhanced and future
opportunities for resident employment in and ownership of such businesses enhanced.

The proposed lease will not affect existing neighborhood-serving retail uses or opportunities for
employment in or ownership of such businesses.

2. That existing housing and neighborhood character be conserved and protected in order to
preserve the cultural and economic diversity of our neighborhood.

The Project would have no adverse effect on the City's housing stock or on neighborhood character;
the applicant is not proposing any modifications to the exterior of the building.

3. That the City's supply of affordable housing be preserved and enhanced.

The Project would have no adverse effect on the City's supply of affordable housing; the Project will
provide housing and services. The proposed lease will provide additional housing options and
services to people undergoing transitions, such as those trying to exit homelessness.

4. That commuter traffic not impede MUNI transit service or overburden our streets or
neighborhood parking.

The Project would not result in commuter traffic impeding MUNI's transit service, overburdening
the streets or altering current neighborhood parking.
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GENERAL PLAN REFERRAL CASE N0.2016-005236GPR
NEW 10-YEAR LEASE OF BUILDING, APPROXIMATELY 45 ROOMS

FOR PROGRAMMATIC AND SHORT-TERM TENANCIES
ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

5. That a diverse economic base be maintained by protecting our industrial and service
sectors from displacement due to commercial office development, and that future
opportunities for residential employment and ownership in these sectors be enhanced.

The Project would not affect the existing economic base in this area. A goal of the programs is to
provide future opportunities for DPH program participants.

6. That the City achieve the greatest possible preparedness to protect against injury and loss
of life in an earthquake.

The Project would not adversely affect achieving the greatest possible preparedness against injury
and loss of life in an earthquake. The project will comply with any regulatory requirements
regarding facture tenant improvements.

7. That landmarks and historic buildings be preserved.

This site and building is listed as Category A, a Historical Resource under CEQA. The applicant is
not proposing any modifications to the exterior of the building.

8. That our parks and open space and their access to sunlight and vistas be protected from
development.

The Project would have no adverse effect on parks and open space or their access to sunlight and
vista.

RECOMMENDATION: Finding the Project, on balance, in-conformity

with the General Plan

cc: John Updike, Real Estate Division

I: \Citywide\General Plan\General Plan Referrals\2016\2016-005236GPR 149 6th St\2016-005236GPR -149 6th St.doc
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