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FILE NO. 180395 RESOLUTION NO. 

1 [Supporting Additional Environmental Education and Awareness for San Francisco Youth] 

2 

3 Resolution urging the Department of Children, Youth, and Their Families to coordinate with the 

4 Department of the Environment to offer trainings and workshops for grantee organizations and 

5 their youth participants. 

6 

25 
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1 WHEREAS, The Department of Environment has conduct~d extensive outreach to K-

2 12 students throughout the city for more than fifteen years resulting in significant increases in 

3 waste diversion; and 

4 WHEREAS, The Department of Children, Youth, and Their Families (DCYF) provides 

5 grant support to 294 organizations a year and serves 53,956 participants, 55% of which are 

6 between the ages 11 to 17; and 

7 WHEREAS, Due to a variety of factors (including Principals, Custodial Services and 

8 Student Nutrition Services), middle and high school communities (including students, school 

9 administration, and afterschool providers) would benefit from greater awareness and 

10 education about how to recycle and compost more in order to send less trash to the landfill; · 

· 11 and 

12 WHEREAS, DCYF can reach out to an even broader range of youth via their grantees, 

13 especially the underrepresented, and can provide a vital link between education from the 

14 Department of the Environment, and these youth; and 

. 15 WHEREAS, To assess the needs of middle and high school communities around 

16 sorting waste, the Youth Commission conducted a survey of 530 young people in San 

17 Francisco to better understand their practices and commitment to zero waste; and 

18 WHEREAS, The young people surveyed offered an array of recommendations for how 

19 San Francisco can better support their efforts to sort waste such as additional classroom 

20 lessons, making it easier for residents and students to recycle and compost at home, and 

21 providing greater opportunities to recycle (such as at dedicated recycling centers); and 

22 WHEREAS, When asked, "How often do you compost and recycle at home, school, 

23 and in public spaces?", youth age 11 to 24 responded as follows -- 3% said they never 

24 compost at home, 8% said they rarely compost at home, 24% said they sometimes compost 

25 at home; 2% said they never compost at school, 7% said they rarely compost at school, 41 % 
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1 said they sometimes compost at school; 3% said they never compost in public places, 13% 

2 said they rarely compost public places, 65% said they sometimes compost in public places; 

3 and 

4 WHEREAS, When asked, "How often do you compost and recycle at home, school, 

5 and in public spaces?", youth age 11 to 24 responded as follows -- 2% said they never recycle 

6 at home, 2% said they rarely recycle at home, 15% said they sometimes recycle at home; 1 % 

7 said they never recycle at school, 3% said they rarely recycle at school, 26% said they 

8 sometimes recycle at school; 1 % said they never recycle in public places, 9% said they rarely 

9 recycle in public places, 54% said they sometimes recycle in public places; and 

1 O WHEREAS, When asked what would make sorting waste easier, 50% of respondents 

11 wished to learn about the big impact sorting waste has on the environment, and 7 4 % of youth 

12 respondents expressed a desire for clear and larger signs in even more school areas detailing 

13 how to sort waste; and 

14 WHEREAS, When young people are exposed to positive behaviors in elementary 

15 school, such as recycling, composting, and voting, they are more likely to model the behavior 

16 as they move into adulthood; and 

17 WHEREAS, It is important to extend this education beyond the walls of the classroom, 

18 and into other environments like after-school programs; and 

19 WHEREAS, When educated on the importance and the practice of recycling and 

20 composting young people can also become ambassadors in teaching their families and peers 

21 how to recycle and compost; and 

22 WHEREAS, To achieve zero waste, it will take all San Franciscans including young 

23 people to make it a reality; and . 

24 WHEREAS, By educating and empowering our youth about the important practice of 

25 recycling and composting, we can foster social norms that make the daily practice of this duty 
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1 a more common and acceptable behavior among middle school and high school students; 

2 now, therefore, be it 

3 RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Youth Commission urges Department of 

4 Children, Youth, and Their Families to offer environmental trainings lead by Department of 

5 Environment (SFE) to DCYF grantee organizations, and encourage grantees to host 

6 environmental workshops for their youth participants each year focused on sorting waste and 

7 other environmental awareness education deemed necessary; and, be it 

8 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Youth Commission urges DCYF to coordinate with 

9 SFE and their School Education Team, who are willing and able, to provide these trainings for 

1 O DCYF grantees and their youth participants assuming time and resources allow for it. 

11 
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Introduction Form 
By a Member of the Board of Supervisors or Mayor 

I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one): 

D 1. For reference to Committee. (An Ordinance, Resolution, Motion or Charter Ameridment): 

IZJ 2. Request for next printed agenda Without Reference to Committee. · 

. D 3. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee. 

D 4. Request for letter beginning :"Supervisor inquiries" 
~~-~~-~~~~-----~--~ 

D 5. City Attorney Request. 

D 6. Call File No. !._. _________ _. from Committee. 

D 7. Budget Analyst request (attached written motion). 

D 8. Substitute Legislation File No. 
~-----=====::::::::========:::=:;---~ 

D 9. Reactivate File No. 
,__-~------~-~ 

D 10. Question(s) submitted for.Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on ,_,_I _~~~~~~-~~--' 

Please check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following: 

D Small Business Commission D Youth Commission D Ethics Commission _ 

D Planning Commission 0Building Inspection Commission· 

Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use the Imperative Form. 

Sponsor(s): 

Subject: 

· Supporting Additional Environmental Education and Awareness for San Francisco Youth 

The text is listed: 

Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor: 

For Clerk's Use Only 
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