
 

www.sfplanning.org 

 

 

HEARING DATE:  April 18, 2018 

CASE NUMBERS 2017-004023DES, 2017-002874DES, 2017-004129DES 

PROJECT ADDRESSES 228-248 Townsend Street, 457 Bryant Street, 500-504 Fourth 
Street 

BLOCKS/LOTS 3787/018, 3775/085, 3777/001 

TO: Historic Preservation Commission 

FROM: Desiree Smith, Shannon Ferguson, Frances McMillen 
Preservation Planner, (415) 575-9093, (415) 575-9074, (415) 575-
9076 

REVIEWED BY: Tim Frye 
Historic Preservation Officer, 415-575-6822 

RE: Landmark Recommendation Resolution 

 

On March 21, 2018, the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) adopted Resolution 
Nos. 944, 945, and 946 to initiate Article 10 landmark designation of 228-248 Townsend 
Street (New Pullman Hotel), 457 Bryant Street (Pile Drivers, Bridge and Structural 
Ironworkers Local No. 77 Union Hall), and 500-504 Fourth Street (Hotel Utah). Under 
Article 10, initiation and recommendation are two distinct steps of the landmark 
designation process which require separate hearings and resolutions. 
 
Attached are a draft Resolutions to recommend approval to the Board of Supervisors the 
designation of 228-248 Townsend Street (New Pullman Hotel), 457 Bryant Street (Pile 
Drivers, Bridge and Structural Ironworkers Local No. 77 Union Hall), and 500-504 Fourth 
Street (Hotel Utah) as a San Francisco landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code, 
Section 1004.1.  
 
228-248 Townsend Street (New Pullman Hotel) is significant as one of the only 
remaining residential hotels built in the South of Market during the post 1906-earthquake 
and fire reconstruction period and which housed primarily itinerant and seasonal 
workers, in this case African American railroad workers including Pullman porters and 
maids. On a national scale, Pullman porters and maids established the first all-Black 
union in the country, contributed to the development of the African American middle 
class, and laid important foundations for the Civil Rights Movement. 228-248 Townsend 
Street is the only known property in San Francisco that contains strong associations with 
Pullman porters and maids. The building appears to meet one of the Historic 
Preservation Commission’s priorities for designation, “the designation of properties with 
strong cultural or ethnic associations.” The subject buildings have strong associations 
with the African American community. 
 
457 Bryant Street (Pile Drivers, Bridge and Structural Ironworkers Local No. 77 Union 
Hall) is significant as one of the early extant union halls in San Francisco that played an 
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important role in the growth of organized labor in the city. Constructed shortly after the 
1906 Earthquake and Fire, the building is also associated with the post disaster 
reconstruction era in San Francisco. The building does not appear to meet the Historic 
Preservation Commission’s priorities for designation, however the building is significant 
for its association with important events and for its architecture 
 
500-504 Fourth Street (Hotel Utah) is significant for its association with events and 
architecture. Hotel Utah is a rare remaining example of the numerous residential hotels 
built in the South of Market neighborhood in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. Constructed largely to house itinerant and seasonal workers employed in 
nearby factories, industries and along the waterfront, the hotel is emblematic of a pattern 
of the development in SoMa that began in the mid-1800s and continued through the post-
1906 earthquake and fire reconstruction. With its ornate millwork, rounded and angled 
bays, the Hotel Utah is also a striking example of Edwardian style architecture 
commonly employed in the design of residential hotel buildings constructed during the 
period. The building does not appear to meet the Historic Preservation Commission’s 
priorities for designation; however the building is significant for its association with 
important events and for its architecture. 
 
The Planning Department (Department) recommends adopting this Resolution.  
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