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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

-. .-

THOMAS A. TlDEMANSON. DIn_

.. SOL'TH FREMONT A VENL"E
ALHAMBRA. CALIFORNIA '111).1331

ToIpionc (111) ~51-51"

ADDRES ALL CORRESPONDESCE TO:
. P.O. BOX 1..

ALHAM.R.. CALIFORNIA '1101.1460

October 19. 1989
IN lieI' T I'SE RM- a
IIEFlII TO FILE

. .. .

Honorabl e Board of Supervi sors
County of Los Angeles
383 Hall of Administration
500 West Temp 1 e Street

Los Angeles. California 90012

ADQPJED
aOAKi. JI ~!J.w. ¡¡:il' ..,~S

COu...r~ Or.' ". ::...;~.:.v.,_--..~.."".~

. . ~ .,

OCT J 11985Dear Supervisors: ~ _
MULTI-COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT Ö â --V\~
ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS ~~Nn,~

. _".-& OFFicEl
RECOMMENDATIONS:

43

That your Board:

1. Approve the attached Agreement for Public Works Mutual Aid between the
County of Los Angeles and Orange County as initial signatories with a
provision to allow other Counties, Cities and State agencies to become
subsequent additional parties to the Agreement.

2. Instruct the Chairmn of the Board to sign the. Agreement.

Representatives of the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works have been
work1Ag .with representatives of 'other County and City Public Works Departments.
the Statè Off~ce of Emergency Services, the American Public Works Association.
the League of California Cities and County Supervisors Association of California
to dev~~op a forml Mutual Aid Agreement fòr rendering Public Works Mutual Aid
in disasters.

Fonmal Mutual Aid Agreements already exist for the Fire Service, Law Enforcement
and Coroner agencies throughout the State. It has been recognized that fonml-
ized Mutual Aid Agreements are also needed in the public works discipline which
is heavily involved in major disasters. Because the need for Public Works
Mutual Aid' occurs less frequently than in fire and law enforcement, reciprocal
service is less likely within any reasonable time frame so a reimbursement pro-
vi sian has been 1nël-uded in the attached Agreement.. The CaUforn1a Emergency
Services Act sets forth in Title 2, Division 1, Chapter. 7 (Section 8550 'et seq.)
of the Government Code and specificaiiy Artic!. 14 (Section 8630 et seq.) of the
Act the basis for Public Works Mutual Aid Agreements. authorization.
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October 19. 1989 .
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The attached Agreement is between Los Angeles County and Orange County as initial
signataries. However. it has been endorsed by representatives of all of the
Southern California Counties' and the Region I State Office of Emergency Services
and those agencies are expected to approve and also become signatories as provided
under the tenms of the Agreement. It is anticipated that many of the cities in
these counties will also become parties to the Agreement.

The Agreement is intended to be used only in major disasters when the available
resources of anyone County are not adequate to cope wi th the di saster and out-
side public works resources are required. It is anticipated that in such a
case. a.Local Emergency will have been declared and a State .of Emergency will
probably be requested. While the Agreement is primarily aimed at a catastrophic
disaster such as a major earthquake. it could be ùsed'-,or any disaster such as a
major flood. The basic provisions, of the Agreement are"that rendering of mutual
aid by any party is strictly voluntary so that the. resources of the assist1ng-
party are not unreasonably depleted by the rendering of such aid. The aid pro-
vided by a party would be fully reimbursed by the party receiving the aid. (In
a major di saster, most of this cost is likely to be reimbursed by the State and
Federal Governments). . .

The approval of this Agreement will be a major step in developing critical
assistance to save lives and protect property of the c1t1ze~s of this County and
its Cities b~ allowing us to receive public works assistance from other Counties
and Cities in Southe.rn California and aiiowing us to provide assistance to them
so they cån do the sam.

Attached are three copies of the Agreement which have been reviewed and approved
as to fonm by County Counsel. Upon approval, please return the two. copies marked
nORIGINAL. to this Department for processing together with four approved copies

of this letter. The County File Copy is for your files until the fully executed
. County's Copy is returned to you,.at which time the County File Copy. should be .
confonmed and forwrded.to the Auditor-Controller. .

Attach.

cc:. CAO (Disaster Services)
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BOAR OF SUPERVISORS
ORAGE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA MINUES January 9, 1990

PUBLIC WORKS MUTUAL AID AGREEMNT NO. 62170 WITH LOS ANGELES COUNTY:
Environmental Management Agency requests approval of agreement for
Public Works Mutual Aid.

MOTION: On motion by Supervisor Vasquez, seconded by Supervisor Roth,
the Board moved to: 1. Authorize execution of Mutual Aid Agreement
No. 62170 with Los Angeles County as initial signator with provision for
other counties, cities and State Agencies to 'became subsequent
additional parties. 2. Designate Environmental Management Agency
Public Works Operations Manager as Coordinator for Orange County.
MOTION UNANIMOUSLY CARIED.
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ORIGINAL

PUBLIC WORKS MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT

This Mutual Aid Agreement ("Agreement") is made and entered into by those parties
who have adopted and signed this Agreement.

WHEREAS. the Cali fornia Offi ce of Emergency Servi ces. the League of
California Cities. .the County Supervisors Association of California. and the
American Public Works Association have expressed a mutual interest in the
establishment of a plan to facilitate and encourage public works mutual aid
agreements between political subdivisions throughout California; and

WHEREAS. the parties hereto have determined that it would be in their
best interests to enter into an agreement that implements that plan and sets
forth procedures and the respons i bi li ti es of the parti eswhenever emergency
personnel. equipment and facility assistance is provided from one party's
Public Works Department to the other; and

WHEREAS. no party should be in a position of depleting unreasonably its
own resources. facilities. or services providing such mutual aid; and

WHEREAS. such an agreement is in accord with the California Emergency
Services Act set forth in Title 2. Division I. Chapter 7 (Section 8550 et seq.)
of the Government Code and specifically with Article 14 (Section 8630 et seq.)
of the Act.

NOW. THEREFORE. IN CONSIDERATION OF THE CONDITIONS AND COVENANTS
CONTAINED HEREIN. THE PARTIES AGREE AS FOLLOWS:

1. For thi s Agreement. the fan owi ng terms shall be ascri bed the fall owi ng
meanings:

a. "Coordi natorll shall mean the person designated by each party to act
on behalf of that party on all matters relative to mutual aid. to
i ncl ude but not be limi ted to requests. responses. and reimbursement.

b. 'ILocal Emergency" shall mean the actual or threatened existence of
condi t10ns of d1 saster or extreme peril to the safety of persons or
property within the territorial limits of one of the parties caused
by human or natural conditions such as air pollution. fire. flood.
storm. wind. earthquake. explosion. transportation accident. hazard-
ous material problem, tsunami. sudden or severe energy shortage.
epidemic, riot or other occurrences. other than conditions resulting
from a labor controversy. which occurrences. or the immediate threat
thereof. are 11 kely to be beyond the control of the personnel.
equipment, or facilities of that party to this Agreement and which
personnel, equipment or facilities of the other party are therefore
des 1 red to combat.

c. An .Operat1onal Area- for the coordination of public works mutual aid
shall nonmlly be a County and all the jurisdictions within the County
that are parties to this Agreeme~t. A different public works opera-
tional area may be established by the parties in some unique cases.

2. Coordinators designated by each party shall be designated by Title.
Name. Address and Phone Numer. and if said Coordinator changes. the
other parties of the Agreement shall be notified in writing as soon as
practical after the appointment has been made through the Agreement
Coordinator des1gnate~ in Paragraph 18 hereinafter.
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3. When a Local Emergency has been proclaimed by party's
governing body or authorized official. the Coordinator may requestassistance. .

4. When request for assistance is received. the assisting Coordinator shall
promptly advi se of the extent of response, provide whatever personnel,
equipment. and/or facilities as can be provided without jeopardizing
the safety of persons or property within their jurisdiction. No party
receiving a request for assistance shall be under any obligation to
provide assistance or incur any liability for not complying with the
request.

5. When the assisting Coordinator's personnel. equipment. and/or facil-
ities are no longer required or when assisting Coordinator advises
that the resources are required within their own jurisdiction, the
requesting Coordinator shall immediately arrange for the return of
those resources.

6. Requesting party shall be responsible for the safekeeping of the
resources provided by the assisting party. Requesting Coordinator
shall remain in charge of the incident or occurrence and shall provide
control and direction to the resources provided by the assisting party.
The request may include for providing supervisory personnel to take
direct charge of the resources under the general direction of the
requesting Coordinator. Requesting Coordinator shall make arrange-
ments for housing and feeding. assisting personnel. fueling. servicing,
and repair of equipment if such support is requested by assisting
Coordinator. Assisting party's personnel shall not be deemed employees
of requesting party and vice versa.

7. The requesting party agrees to pay all direct. indirect. administra-
tive and contracted costs of assisting party incurred as a result of
providing assistance 'pursuant to this Agreement. based upon standard
rates applicable to assisting party's internal operations. Payment
shall be made within sixty (60) days after receipt of a detailed
invoice. Requesting party shall not assume any liability for the.
d1.rect payment of any salary or wages to any officer or employee of
assisting party.

8. Requesting party shall hold hanmless. indemnify. and defend the
assisting party. its officers. agents. and emloyees against all lia-
bility. claims, losses. demnds or actions for injury to. or death of.
a person or persons. or damges to ptoperty ar1 sing out of. or all eged
to ar1 se out of or 1 n consequence of. thi s Agreement provided such
liability, claims, losses. demnds. or actions are claimed to be due
to the acts or omissions of the requesting party, its officers. agents.
or employees. or employees of the assisting party working under the
direction and control of the requesting party when the act or omission
of such assisting party employee occurs or is alleged to occur within
the scope of employment under the direction and control of the
requesti ng party.

9. When mutual aid is provided. the requesting and assisting agencies.
will keep account records of the personnel. equipment. and materials
provided as requi red by Federal and State (NOAA) and FEMA gUidelines
to maximize the possibility of Federal and State disaster reimbursement.
Each party shall have access to other party's records for this purpose.
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10. Agreement shall take effect immediately upon its execution and shall
remain in effect until terminated. .

11. Any party may withdraw from agreement without cause upon del ivery of
sixty (60) days prior written notice to the Agreement Coordinator
designated in Paragraph 18 hereinafter.

12. To the extent that they are inconsistent with this agreement all prior
agreements for public works mutual aid between the parties hereto are
hereby null and void.

13. Requests for mutual aid assistance under this Agreement when more
than one County is impacted by a disaster. should be channeled.
through the appropriate Regional State Office of Emergency Services
to ensure maximum effectiveness in allocating resources to the
highest priority needs.

14.' Requests for Public Works assistance from outside of an operational
area should be channeled through the authorized emergency management
organizations for the requesting and providing parties. operational
areas.

15. Any controversy or claim arising out of or relating to this Agreement.
or the breach thereof, shall be settled by arbitration in accordance
with the Rules of the American Arbitration Association and judgment on
the award rendered by the arbitrator(s) may be entered in any court
having jurisdiction thereof.

16. This Agreement 1.n no way acts to abrogate or waive any immunity available
under the Tort Claims Act.

17. Initial signatories to this Agreement are:

Los Angel es County
Orange County

18. The County of Los Angeles shall act as the initial Agreement coordinator
of this program for the purpose of:

a. Receipt of new memers to the Agreement.

b. Maintaining a current list of signatory parties and representatives.

c~ Circulating annually a list of all parties and Representatives to all
signatory parties.

d. Arranging for amendments to agreement as may be necessary.

The party acting as Agreement Coordinator may transfer these responsi-
bil1 t1 es to another party wi th the consent of that party and upon
notification of the other parties to the Agreement.
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19. All signatory parties agree thát any other qual ified publ ic agency or
quasi public agency may become a party to this agreement by executing a
duplicate copy of this agreement and sending same to the Agreement
Coordinator. initially the County of Los Angeles. addressed as follows:

The Los Angeles County Department of Public Works
900 South Fremont Avenue
Alhambra. CA 91803-1331
Attention: Disaster Services Coordinator

IN WITNESS THEREOF. the parties hereto have executed thi s Agreement by thei r
duly authorized officers on the dates hereinafter indicated.
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Larry J. Montei1 h .: ~ ¡~r/;f~l;tt. OS ANGELES COUNTY
Executive Officer-Clerk Of\_~::'Jj'¡/,:.t~~ .1
the Board of Supervi sors ~ '~~~~'f)~;' . ':

J..~ .. ..', _ . .~~ .,-~;;\D~.~
DEPUTY

a rt - .-:~ç~ i:' --- ....BY ~;!. G.;...~~
CHAIRMA. BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ~

ATTEST

SIGNED AN CERTIFIED THT A COpy OF
THIS DOCUMNT HAS BEEN DELIVERED TO
THE CHAIR!1A OF THE BOAR.

ORAGE COUNTY

BY cc~ ja.~.~~L
LINDA D. RUTH JAM g t...."

CLERK OF THE BOAR OF SUPE~VISORS
OF ORAGE COUN. CALIFORNIA

APPROVED AS TO FORM
DeWitt W. Clinton
County .Counse'l

°4~.BY ~ r I
CHAIRMAN. BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
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4l .BY ~~. Ù , ~..~
. - PR¡Ntíp¡¡~Pof .

~3 r:;; -, '! 1 ."'85
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APPROVED AS TO FORM:
ADRIA KUYPER. COUN COUNSEL
ORAGE COUNTY. CALIFORNIA

By: ~CA.~.''- Ç(. p;~
Deputy
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LAIIII J AIUr: rt,I..",
EXUTrIE OffCEi
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