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M E M O R A N D U M 

 
TO: Ed Reiskin, Executive Director, Municipal Transportation Agency   
 Harlan Kelly, Jr., General Manager, Public Utilities Commission 
 Ivar C. Satero, Airport Director, Airport Department 
 Elaine Forbes, Executive Director, Port Department 
 Joanne Hayes-White, Chief, Fire Department 
 William Scott, Police Chief, Police Department 
 Greg Wagner, Acting Director, Department of Public Health 
 Andrico Penick, Acting Director, Real Estate Division 
 Phil Ginsburg, General Manager, Recreation and Parks Department 

 
FROM: Erica Major, Assistant Clerk 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 
 
DATE:  September 19, 2018 
 
SUBJECT: LEGISLATION INTRODUCED 

 
The Board of Supervisors’ Land Use and Transportation Committee has received the 
following proposed legislation, introduced by Public Utilities Commission on September 
11, 2018: 
 

File No.  180850 
 

Ordinance authorizing the Director of Transportation of the Municipal 
Transportation Agency (MTA) and the General Manager of the Public 
Utilities Commission (PUC) to enter into interconnection agreements with 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) for a solar power project at the 
MTA’s Field Operations Facility for a term in excess of ten years; 
authorizing the PUC’s General Manager to enter into an interconnection 
agreement for Burton High School for a term in excess of ten years; 
delegating authority to the PUC’s General Manager, the MTA’s Director of 
Transportation, and the heads of the San Francisco International Airport, 
Port of San Francisco, Fire Department, Police Department, Department of 
Public Health, Real Estate Division, and Recreation and Park Department, 
or their respective designees, to enter into form interconnection 
agreements for solar projects with PG&E for terms in excess of ten years, 
subject to specified conditions; and authorizing deviations from certain 
otherwise applicable contract requirements in the Administrative Code and 
the Environment Code, as defined herein. 
 



If you have comments or reports to be included with the file, please forward them to me 
at the Board of Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San 
Francisco, CA 94102 or by email at: erica.major@sfgov.org.  
 
c: Janet Martinsen, Municipal Transportation Agency 
 Kate Breen, Municipal Transportation Agency 
 Dillon Auyoung, Municipal Transportation Agency 

Juliet Ellis, Public Utilities Commission 
Donna Hood, Public Utilities Commission 
John Scarpulla, Public Utilities Commission 

 Cathy Widener, Airport Department 
Daley Dunham, Port Department 
Kelly Alves, Fire Department 
Rowena Carr, Police Department 
Asja Steeves, Police Department 
Sergeant Rachael Kilshaw, Police Department 
Dr. Naveena Bobba, Department of Public Health 
Sneha Patil, Department of Public Health 
Sarah Madland, Recreation and Parks Department 
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LEGISLATIVE DIGEST 

 
[Authorizing Agreements - Connection of City Solar Projects with Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company - Public Utilities Commission] 
 
Ordinance authorizing the Director of Transportation of the Municipal Transportation 
Agency (MTA) and the General Manager of the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) to 
enter into interconnection agreements with Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) 
for a solar power project at the MTA’s Field Operations Facility for a term in excess of 
10 years; authorizing the PUC’s General Manager to enter into an interconnection 
agreement for Burton High School for a term in excess of 10 years; delegating 
authority to the PUC’s General Manager, the MTA’s Director of Transportation, and the 
heads of the San Francisco International Airport, Port of San Francisco, Fire 
Department, Police Department, Department of Public Health, Real Estate Division, and 
Recreation and Parks Department, or their respective designees, to enter into form 
interconnection agreements for solar projects with PG&E for terms in excess of 10 
years, subject to specified conditions; and authorizing deviations from certain 
otherwise applicable contract requirements in the Administrative Code and the 
Environment Code, as defined herein. 
 
 

Existing Law 
 
Section 9.118(b) of the Charter requires approval by the Board of Supervisors for agreements 
with an expected term longer than ten years or requiring expenditures of 10 million dollars or 
more. 
 
The San Francisco municipal codes contain many contracting requirements for the 
procurement of goods and services.  In certain instances, the Board of Supervisors may 
exempt contracts from these requirements via ordinance.  
 

Amendments to Current Law 
 
This ordinance would not amend current law.  
 

Background Information 
 
The City requires renewable energy facilities on certain new building construction and has a 
goal to use electricity produced by renewable and greenhouse gas-free resources for all City 
electric needs served by the City’s Public Utilities Commission (“PUC”) by 2030.  On-site, 
rooftop solar projects are critical to meeting these City goals and requirements.  These solar 
projects require various different agreements (called interconnection agreements) with Pacific 
Gas & Electric (“PG&E”) in order to connect to the electrical grid.  These agreements have 
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terms of longer than ten years so require approval by the Board of Supervisors under   
Section 9.118(b) of the Charter.  The Board of Supervisors has approved interconnection 
agreements for numerous solar projects in the past.  
 
This ordinance would grant approval for the Municipal Transit Agency (“MTA”) and the PUC to 
enter into interconnection agreements with PG&E for two solar projects.  
 
The ordinance would also delegate the Board of Supervisors’ authority under Charter    
section 9.118(b) to allow MTA, PUC, and other City departments to enter into interconnection 
agreements with PG&E that exceed ten years. 
 
The ordinance makes this delegation of authority subject to several conditions specified in 
section 5, including the following: the agreements are necessary to connect solar projects to 
the grid, the solar projects and any fees and costs associated with the agreements (which are 
minimal) have been approved by the City department, and environmental review is not 
required or has been completed, including any necessary mitigation measures.  
 
Finally, this ordinance would grant approval for PUC to enter into agreements that deviate 
from the City’s standard contracts.  The ordinance would allow the General Manager of the 
PUC to waive certain City contracting requirements since it is not feasible to include those 
requirements in these agreements.   
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