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FILE NO. 180972 RESOLUTION NO. 

1 [Official Seal of the City and County of San Francisco - Use for an Artist Publication] 

2 

· 3 Resolution approving the use of the official seal of the City and County of San 

4 Francisco for the purpose of an artist publication documenting their one month project 

5 in City Hall, The Unofficial Department of Handshakes. 

6 

7 WHEREAS, On August 29, 2018, the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors received a 

8 request from the San Francisco Arts Commission to use the official seal of the City and 

9 County of San Francisco for the purpose of printing within an artist publication; and 

10 WHEREAS, Administrative Code, Section 1.6(c), empowers the Clerk of the Board of 

11 Supervisors with custody of the official seal to be used for official business of the City and 

12 County of San Francisco, and for matters approved by the Board of Supervisors by 

.13 Resolution; now, therefore, be it 

14 RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors of the City and Cqunty of San Francisco 
; 

· 15 authorizes the use of the official seal of the City and County of San Francisco by the San 

16 Francisco Arts Commission for the purpose of The Unofficial Department Of Handshakes 

17 artist publication; and, be it 

18 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the use of the official seal of the City and County of San 

19 Francisco shall not be used beyond the designations or purposes approved by this 

20 Resolution. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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lN,EATE 2017,. the San Francisco Arts Commission(SFAC) Galleries invited San Francisco-based 
artists H<mnah lrE)Jand and Alison PE!bworth to collabon'!.te on a public, program that 
woulqi;eng;ige public space within the C;ity. At the time, both artists Were exhibiting in 
separ<ite exhibiti()ns in the SFAC Main. Gallery, and while their works explored different 

· s(lbjects(;we recogniwcf similarities• ln their,artistiG processes, engagements with place 
and history,. and relationships to .. individuals . and community. Although Ireland and 
):>ebw0r;th, had' never wo~ked together, we hoped that these shared interests would 
inspire their collaboration: fhe result was The Unofficial Pepartment of Handshakes, 
V\fAleh perfe.ctly reflected thE) S,f'AC: GaHeries' commitment to civic engagement and the 
.;artists~ sl'lar;ed de.sire• to enco!<lrage and examine meaningful .human interaction, The 

.. Qnofftcial: l)Elparfrnent of Hand,shaJ<e.s brought together people from all walks of life-City 
l'lalh!:lmployee.s~ 9vii:; Center ~esidents, policy makers,. tourists~ wedd.ing parties-to 

....... s~ak~·,hands,with one another; .a gest~rethat withoµt words says so much. 

Q§{~g;bityHim~sth~;ultimateintef'sectfonfor citywide public negotiations, Ireland and 
·Pebworth,• presen~ed a playful and improvisational take on a City Dep~rtment;For the 
iilontn , c;>ii 'Januarry 2018, The Unofficial Department of Handshakes occupied the 

· · Jpfor;.JJ1ati6n kioslfat,theyanr Ness entr<1nce and also roamed the building with their 
i'nopij'e cart .in an eff.ortto 0bserve, d9cument, and analyze h<indshakes shared under the 

· , <d'6[!)¥,.1h~ artists wer;e~on,-sjte, in u~iforJJJ', every Friday from 10. a.m. - 4•p.m., collecting 
• .• daf<)andif,acilita.tinguv~Jy.iriforactioi:iswiththe public, which informed their investigations 
''· i!}tl:f e()n~ernp(Jraeyhandshakes and'theil: meanings. 

. 
1 1~a·~~jtio~iiA~hciri~i~g· ~a,~dsh~kes witli the public. the artists.also created and taught 1

.'. P,~fi:icipil'nfa a> ne~;s~n:fr<im:isco ha~dshake called ~The Phoenix Rising/' a seven-step 
·lian<lshake.based on tne .. C,ify. 13nd Cou~ty Seal. of San Francisco which reflects the city's 
o~a.utwlliktoryi seisjnle actlvity;and resilience; . 

. 'bJ~F;~itb~~i~bfthe·!11
1

tihill~i~~l~~d~nJ~!bworth interactedwith over 300 members 
•. i->,;{.th'e'',p~blici;Tliis pub]ieafio:,, i? arec0pf9f the pr,oject, capturing a momentqetween · 
· ... fl'lfo,•:sfra.nger~ an~: twp: artists getting.to. know one another. We hope· you enjoy it and 

:tcE;Jc:o.ri~ic!e,r tlie•power ot.a handshake oel<ttime you meet someone new . 

.... M~y¥un,'.N~'Z~ai,,@a/JdgerbfEducdt/on and PublicProgramsatTheSanfran2iiico Arts· 
,.co .. siorfGalierfes• .. . · ... · ... ·. . . 

·Ji~~h~~.'1i~1~·~d•li:~r{/lqt~rdistlplihatyartist living in San Franbisco; She nas exhibited 
;· l:ifr':w~(~::;au<vafious loc11l; national, and international venues and has. been 
· ·· .. • i~tf§t~lfj·?fesicleric;e ?~ c3:fnjtiative (ORJ;.The Montalvo Arts Center (CA), and The.Wassaic 

<: ~roj~c:~(NYlc l(el~n<l'~'lmecl'her MFA from C11lifornia .College oi' the Ads in 2010 and her 
. • Bfl:Jr-orn•'St ::tohn's':Gqllege ih 2oot · ·· 
i ·. ./ic:mncihirelbnCt;com · · ·. · ·. · 

.·~;i;C>o~P~b~dri~,f~wif/fo~uses on .long~range proj~cts that· combine painting, 
• installatjc,i~,• arifJ;spcial· iilternctii:Jn; She !ias exhibited locally and· nationally and is the 
. ~E)cipie9~ .c:if nuin,erous pi:e.stigjous a:"'ards iriduding. from .The. Lou.is Comfort Tiffany 

F;o.iJ~.r:Jati0r:i, Selec:t.M resi'dencies in.chide The Bemis Center for Corytemporary Art. !NE), 
l}er;olQgYSEJ!;;N!'9ai:u1brlbaH (F~l. and Space (Victoria BC). · 

•• cJ1i~bnReowortf1,cotii;, · · ·· · · · 

, ~biipf~je~~D:J1lill~t.hi\ve·tl~:n·possi:lewithoufthe support of a few key people: San Francisco. 
:city Mtninist~atOr· Naomi Kelty; . Dire.ctor of Cµltural Affairs Tom DeCaigny; Rob. Reiterand Eric 

• •. f)l~ll>o~ from (;ityftalfiBuildihg ,Managemimt; John Caldon and his City Hall Events staff; City Hall 
• · Hlsto~iamEll~n•scliumerc~ and the city Hall .buildiog engineers and security staff. · 
/, --- -__ \+ '-- - , c' - -,: --- ------- '.' - - -- . -. --- - - - - --- ~ - - - - ' - - . .- - - -

· .. Tft,e'd,,;IJrttcfql 'p~d~rtrn&nt of ]-J&n~$~akes took place in San Francisco. City Hall. from . 
Ja1Jua.i:y 1Z'c f;ebiuar)i ,i, 101ai · · · 

E\\i'.
1

i~~~es ~~e ~o~~t;~~ the ;~;i~swith tile exception of the image showing the artists pushing 
·• tll.eir' mobJle c.ary whi~li v;a~ ta~!'.l!Jby.J~ssic~ Cryristian/San Francisco Chronic!~· 

40J:VanrNess.Ave,.St~126: 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
sforfscominission.or~· 
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San Francisco Arts Commission 

London Breed 
Mayor 

Tom DeCaigny 
Director of Cultural Affairs 

401 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 325 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

SFAC Galleries 
401 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 126 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

tel 415-252-2100 
fax 415-934-1022 
sfartscommission.org 
facebook.com/sfartscommission 
twitter.com/SFAC 

City and County of San Francisco 

October 4, 2018 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 

City Hall, Room 244 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

Dear Ms. Calivllo, 

2Uln OCT -1_. PM 3: 0 I 

On behalfoft.hA S:m 'F'r:mdRr'.n Art.R (-;nmmisRinn, Tam writine; tn rnq1iAst pArmission 

from the Board of Supervisors to reproduce San Francisco's official seal in an artist 
publication produced by the San Francisco Arts Commission to document a site­
specific project titled, The Unofficial Department of Handshakes. 

Founded by San Francisco-based artists Hannah Ireland and Alison Pebworth, The 
Unofficial Department of Handshakes explored the handshake as one of the few cross­
cultural and internationally recognized forms of touch between strangers. Using City 
Hall as the ultimate intersection for citywide public negotiations, Ireland and 
Pebworth presented a playful and improvisational take on a city department. 

From January 12- February 2, 2018, The Unofficial Department of Handshakes 
occupied the information kiosk at the Van Ness entrance of City Hall in an effort to 
observe, collect, and analyze the handshakes shared under the dome. The artists were 
on site every Friday from 10am-4pm collecting data and facilitating playful 
interactions with the public to investigate contemporary etiquette around different 

meanings and styles of handshakes. 

Through this project, the artists created an eight-part unofficial city handshake 
inspired by the city seal called The Phoenix Rising. To document and memorialize 

this project, the artists designed a publication with a step-by-step guide to The 
Phoenix Rising. We are asking that you grant permission to the Arts Commission 
and the artists to use the official city seal in this publication. We are providing a proof 

of the proposed design for your review, see attached. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

·--\~ D_a-C~ 
Tom DeCaigny ~ 
Director of Cultural Affairs 




