














RICHARD S. E. JOHNS 
Law Offices Of Richard S. E. Johns 

9th AVENUE 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94118 

 (415)  
e-mail: @yahoo.com 

 

Overview Forty-five years of experience in litigation and dispute resolution, 

including jury trials and appearances before California and United States’ 

administrative agencies, in actions involving real estate disputes, 

antitrust violations, securities laws, fraudulent activity, and various tort 

actions. 

 

Represent and advise small- to medium-sized businesses in organization, 

acquisition of other entities, asset purchases and sales, and day-to-day 

business matters including the problems related to growing a new 

business.  Participated in the founding of several start-up companies 

involving new products. 

 

 Have written musical productions and performed in various plays for The 

Family.  Have participated in many Concordia-Argonaut musicals as an 

actor, dancer, and singer.  In 2014 co-authored a club musical: “Wilkes 

Bashford and the Mystery of the Missing Yamulkas.” 

 

 Have assembled an extensive collection of music about San Francisco 

 

Education 1971: J.D., University of California, Hastings College of the Law. 

1968: B.A., University of California, Santa Barbara, English Major. 

 

Memberships State Bar of California, American Bar Association, Bar Association of San 

Francisco.  Admitted before all Federal District Courts in California and 

the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.  Formerly a member of the Illinois 

State Bar.  Concordia-Argonaut, 1975 to present.  The Family, 2015 to 

present. 

 

Honors 2015  Board of Governors, Hastings College of The Law 

2010   Appointed by Mayor Newsom and later Mayor Lee to be a 
Member of the San Francisco Historic Preservation 
Commission, reappointed 2014 
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2006 to 2008 President of the San Francisco Museum and Historical 
   Society 
2002 to  2004 President of the San Francisco Bay Area Chapter of the 
   American Jewish Committee 
2002:  Mayor’s Task Force on the San Francisco Old Mint 
1987 to date: Rated AV by Martindale-Hubbell; Listed in Directory of  
   Preeminent Counsel 
1990 to date: Who’s Who In American Law. 
1992 to date: Who’s Who Of Emerging Leaders In America. 
1994 to date: Who’s Who In America 
1994 to 1999: Vice President of the Museum of the City of San   
   Francisco 

 1981:  Authored “Guidelines For Proof Of Concerted Action 
  Under The Sherman Act.”  Eastern Trans. Law 
  Seminar, Association of ICC Practitioners. 
1972:  Bigelow Fellow and Instructor, University of Chicago 
  Law School.  Authored “The After-Acquired Surety:   
  Commercial Paper” 59 Calif. L. Rev. 1459 (with  
  Roscoe T. Steffen). 
1971:  Hastings Law Journal:  Board of Editors. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 

1998 to present 

 

 Retained by Willie L. Brown, Jr., Trustee, to act as attorney for the multi-

million dollar Estate of Wilkes Bashford. 

 
 Chairman of the Liquidation Oversight Committee in the bankruptcy of 

Coudert Brothers, the oldest international law firm in America, pending 
in the Southern District of New York. 

 Successfully represented the seller of an apartment complex in Hayward 
in overturning a judicial arbitration award for breach of contract for 
$372,000, winning an award of substantial costs and attorney fees for 
client; and resolving a very complicated and contentious commercial 
dispute.   Coordinated sale of $4.5 million residence covered by multiple 
liens and conflicting creditor claims, while avoiding litigation.  

 Represented Scott Salyer and related interests in defense of a vastly 
complex bankruptcy case related to federal indictments, and coordinated 
the defense of multiple Superior Court actions in related litigation. 

 Trustee of the Jane Chapin Fontana Trust, in charge of operating and 
administering at trust with a value of over $13,000,000. 

 Retained by the Wilkes Bashford Company in pre-bankruptcy 
reorganization to supervise negotiation and reduction of accounts payable 
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to vendors.  Represented the Wilkes Bashford Company in discretely 
collecting accounts receivable from prominent customers. 

 Represented (successfully) a skincare products manufacturing company in 
complex trade secrets litigation, including claims of defamation and other 
torts, at trial and on appeal. 

 General Counsel for: The San Francisco Cannery, LLC, G. S. 
Cosmeceutical USA, Inc. American Realty & Construction, Webster 
Tower, McCoy’s Patrol Services, 1001 California Street Homeowners 
Association, in a wide variety of business litigation and transactional 
advice.  

 Representing, on an ongoing basis, estate development brokerages in San 
Mateo County, Contra Costa County, and San Francisco.   

 Represented a large San Francisco owner of residential apartments in 
upholding a settlement agreement attacked under the San Francisco rent 
Control ordinance, resulting in the decision known as Kaufman v. Goldman 
(2011) 195 Cal.App.4th 734. 

 Retained to successfully represent the interests of insurance carriers in 
preventing a forced assignment of insurance policies to a judgment creditor.  

 Retained as an expert witness by Winston & Strawn in a complex real estate 
development litigation. 

 Successfully represented members of a mosque in a fight with the Imam 
over ownership of the congregation’s property.  

 Overturned a series of real estate conveyances on the West Bank in 
Palestine that had been based on forged powers of attorney procured in 
Texas.  s 

 Successfully represented a large developer of residential housing (1900 
Bryant Street Developers) in a dispute over the project’s exemption from 
San Francisco Rent Control Ordinance. 
 
Successfully represented Primary Steel Company, Inc. in litigation 
seeking damages due to disruption of its ability to receive steel shipments 
when a BNSF siding was damaged by a third party. 
 
Represented Danzas, a major worldwide transportation company, now 
DHL, in defense of claim for damage to property transported from France 
to California. 

 Successfully completed a three-week jury trial in San Diego defending a 
software development company and its investors against tort claims made 
by a terminated executive. 
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Recovered funds a lender embezzled from a borrower through the use of 
forged signatures on checks paid through an escrow account on a 
refinancing of property. 

 Successfully represented an international import-export company seeking 
to recovery money stolen by a former employee in a complicated scheme 
by which he sold the employer’s inventory.   

 Successfully defended the owner of rental property in Berkeley against 
claims of wrongful eviction. 

 Represented former Oakland Raider Marquez Pope in a business case 
involving a personal guarantee he was defrauded into signing and in 
litigation against his business manager and attorney for malpractice and 
fraud. 

 Successfully defended Theodore Brown & Associates in an architect 
malpractice suit, and as a plaintiff in a separate dispute over the lease of 
several floors in a commercial building he owns. 

 Successfully represented one of the partners in a retail clothing store in a 
partnership dissolution suit. 

 Successfully defended a seller of telephone calling cards in fraud action. 

 Successfully represented First Union Baptist Church in defending an 
action by Lanier Worldwide who was seeking to enforce a $60,000 based 
upon a sister-state judgment.  Obtained a reversal on appeal. 

 Represented Doll-McGinnis Publications in dealing with claims of 
defamation. 

 Represented Con-Bay Group Inc., a large Texas-based construction 
company (Northern California only), and Sierra Electric Company. 

 Successfully represented employer in a trial of sexual harassment case.   

 Successfully represented one of the heirs in the distribution of a major 
estate in Litchfield, Connecticut. 

 
Counseled property developer regarding land use litigation in San 
Francisco. 

 Successfully defended a guarantor sole shareholder or a corporation 
against an alleged obligation on a lease amended in violation of the 
surety's rights.   

 Represented the California Pollution Control Financing Authority in 
concluding fraud litigation and various bankruptcy proceedings; recovered 
$17,000,000. 
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 Local counsel for Berger & Montague (Philadelphia) in various class-
action securities suits. 

 Provided ongoing counsel to a nationwide developer of self-storage 
facilities.  

 Extricated the Prentis Cobb Hale Trust from a difficult commercial lease.  

 Successfully represented a real estate broker in litigation to enforce 
commission agreement. 

 Handled various liquor license matters before California ABC.  

 Successfully defended of surety on lease of commercial recording studio 
(trial and appeal).  

 Successfully prosecuted legal malpractice case based upon negligent 
estate planning by attorneys and accountants.  

 Obtained defense jury verdict for the California Municipal Bond Advisor 
in libel action involving a critical review of certificates of deposit issued by 
the College Savings Bank of Princeton, New Jersey. 

 Successfully represented well-known jazz musician Ricardo Scales in 
litigation brought under the Talent Agencies Act.  

 Obtained substantial settlement for Willie Brown in litigation with Hilton 
Hotels over its cancellation of the venue for a major fund-raising event.  

 Successfully defended intouch group, inc., a major multi-media music 
sampling company, in fraud, RICO, libel and employment litigation.  

 Represented Adventures Unlimited, the world-famous San Francisco 
travel agency located at Gump’s, in winning major litigation against 
Royal Viking Lines for double-booking suites on world cruises.  

 With Willie Brown, assisted The Alley Group in successfully asserting 
claims for breach of construction contracts against Kaiser Hospitals.  

 Responsible for legal portion of several conduit refinancings (through the 
San Francisco Redevelopment Agency) of a $28,000,000 apartment and 
commercial complex in San Francisco.  

 Defended CALA Foods in litigation resulting from a failed real estate 
development in San Francisco.  

 Represented the California Pollution Control Financing Authority 
(Plaintiff) in major RICO, securities fraud, and breach of contract litiga-
tion in Los Angeles, resulting in two jury trials ending in multi-million 
dollar verdicts for plaintiff.  
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2007 – Present Law Offices of Richard S. E. Johns 

 

1998 – 2007 Kipperman & Johns 

 

1985 - 1988 Rubenstein, Bohachek & Johns 

  While with this firm I represented National Semiconductor, GTE 

Sprint, and Honey Hill Farms in various commercial and real estate 

matters, as well as several commercial landlords in disputes over the 

acquisition and development of commercial space in San Francisco. 

 

1975 - 1984 Furth, Fahrner & Mason 

  Represented plaintiffs and defendants in major securities fraud and 

antitrust litigation in both California and federal courts, as well as before 

regulatory agencies. 

  Represented defendants in a RICO action brought by IBM against 

Hitachi and National Semiconductor and was Co-Lead Counsel in the 

West Coast Department Stores Antitrust Litigation.   

  Through litigation and negotiation, saved a major manufacturer and 

shipper (Kellogg Company) $3.5 million annually in rail freight charges.   

  Successfully represented the California Pollution Control Financing 

Authority when $40,000,000 in bonds issued for the benefit of Kaiser 

Steel were imperiled by a proposed merger.   

  Counsel in Guild Wineries and Distilleries v. J. Sosnick & Son, Inc., 

102 Cal.App.3d 627, which established that a dual-distributorship 

distribution system may be a per se violation of the California Antitrust 

laws. 

 

1972 - 1975 Santa Fe Industries, Chicago 

  Represented a diversified transportation, real estate, and natural re-

sources company in the development of real estate and in litigation of a 

wide variety of matters before state and federal regulatory agencies, and 

in state and federal courts in Illinois and in California. 

 
























































