
File No. 190222 Committee Item No. 1 ----------- ------Bo a rd Item No. IC/ 
--~-'------

. COMMITTEE/BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
AGENDA PACKET CONTENTS LIST 

Committee: Land Use and Transportation Committee Date March 18, 2019 

Board of Supervisors Meeting 
Cmte Board 

Date f\ftll- 'J ,?v\ ~ 
. J 

D D 
~ ~ 
D D 
D D ·o D 
D D 
~ . f!j D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D rn 
OTHER 

KJ []! 
D l'lJ 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 

Motion 
Resolution 
Ordinance 
Legislative Digest 
Budget and Legislative Analyst Report 
Youth Commission Report 
Introduction Form 
Department/Agency Cover Letter and/or Report 
MOU 
Grant Information Form 
Grant Budget 
Subcontract Budget 
Contract/Agreement 
Form 126 - Ethics Commission 
Award Letter 
Application 
Public Correspondence 

(Use back side if additional space is needed) 

Completed by: Erica Major Date Mrtrch 14, 2019 
Completed by: __ E_ric_a_M_a~j_or _____ Date 1J1"f( l"l 

1837 

( 



AMENDED IN COMMITTEE.. ' 
FILE NO. 190222 3/18/2019 RESOLUTION NO. 

1 [Declaring a Climate Emergency in San Francisco] 

2 

3 Resolution declaring a climate. emergency and requesting immediate and accelerated 

4 action to address the climate crisis and limit global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius. 

5 

6 WHEREAS, Climate change is an urgent unfolding crisis that presents a serious threat 

7 . to global stability and human existence; and 

8 WHEREAS, The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) issued a special 

9 report on the impacts of global warming and the need to reduce ·global greenhouse gas 

10 emissions well before 2030 to hold warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius and avoid the most 

11 catastrophic impacts of climate change; .and 

12 WHEREAS, In 2018, the United States' Fourth National Climate Assessment made 

13 clear that climate change will wreak havoc across the United States, and the current pace and 

14 scale of national climate action is not sufficient to avert substantial damage to the economy, 

15 environment, and human health over the coming decades; and 

16 WHEREAS, Throughout the United States, communities of color, low-wage workers 

17 and low-income communities have been on the frontline of longstanding environmental 

18 injustices, and have historically borr;ie the brunt of the fossil-fuel economy; and 

19 ·WHEREAS, San Francisco, like the Bay Area and the state of California, is already 

20 suffering impacts of climate change in the form of drnughts, air pollution, extreme heat, and 

21 lowland flooding, and these impacts will grow more severe if global greenhouse gas 

22 emissions are not significantly reduced; and . 

23 WHEREAS, Climate change will continue to make basic human necessities such as 

24 food, housing, healthcare, transportation an.d energy more expensive and, along with a living 

25 
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1 wage, difficult to obtain, adding additional pressure to the Bay Area's affordability crisis and 

2 wealth inequality; and 

3 WHEREAS, To stay within 1.5 degrees Celsius, major cities throughout the world will 

4 · need to significantly reduce their per capita emissions by 2030, and as a city on a rapid 

5 growth trajectory, San Francisco has an obligation to lead by example; and 

6 WHEREAS, San Francisco continues to remain a global climate action leader having 

7 reduced greenhouse gas emissions 30% from 1990 levels while growing its economy by 

8 111 % and population by 20%; and 

9 WHEREAS, According to the Department of Public Health's Climate and Health 

1 O Adaptation Framework (2017) the direct and indirect impacts of climate change will 

11 disproportionately affect San Francisco communities least able to prepare for, cope with, and 

12 recover from them, such as communities of color, low-wage workers, immigrants and other 

13 · 1ow-income communities; and 

14 WHEREAS, San Francisco, having joined Bay Area cities Berkeley, Richmond, 

15 Hayward and Oakland in declaring a climate emergency, will continue to coordinate its efforts 

16 with these cities as well as other local, regional, and state governmentsto accelerate 

17 immediate and near-term actions to rapidly eliminate greenhouse gas emissions from fossil 

18 · fuels, such as gasoline, diesel and natural gas, refrigerants, and other sources; now, 

19 therefore, be it 

20 RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors hereby declares a state of climate 

21 emergency, given that the climate crisis poses a serious and urgent threat to the well-being of 

22 San Francisco, its inhabitants, and its environment; and, be it 

23 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors urges the Department of the 

24 Environment, in collaboration with the Mayor's office and all other relevant City agencies .. to 

25 develop and deliver a technical report within 100 days; and, be it 
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1 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors intends to schedule a public 

2 hearing for the Department of the Environment in coordination with partner City agencies, to 

3 present high-priority strategies to achieve deep emission reductions at emergency speed; 

4 and, be it 

5 FURTHER RESOLVED, That to meet the City and County of San Francisco's 

6 ambitious greenhouse gas emission reduction targets, the Department of the Environment is 

7 urged to review Chapter 9 of the City's Environment Code and recommend updates or new 

8' policies to the City's Climate Action Strategy, and to take into account the impact on workers 

9 and jobs in San Francisco that these policies will have; and, be it 

10 FURTHER RESOLVED, That labor unions and frontline environmental justice 

11 commun!ties must be equitably and actively engaged in the City's transition to a fossil-fuel 

. 12 free economy and prioritized through local climate mitigation and adaptation planning, policy, 

13 and program delivery, ensuring a just transition for all people; and, be it 

14 FURTHER RESOLVED, That any legislation or projects started through the climate 

15 emergency process should consider union career opportunities, including training and 

16 retraining, and investments in working-class, low-income communities, and communiti~s of 

17 color historically and disproportionality impacted by pollution, high unemployment, poverty and 

18 environmental injustice; and, be it 

19 FURTHER RESOLVED, That as the City works on climate mitigation, it shall continue 

20 to advance climate adaptation efforts to address unavoidable current and future climate 

21 change impacts; and, be it 

22 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors will work with the Mayor's 

23 office, the Controller, and the Capital Planning Committee to develop a budget that enables 

24 urgent climate action, avoids further investment of public dollars in fossil-fuel reliant 

25 
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1 infrastructure when there are clean energy alternatives, supports public sector employees, 

2 and ensures a climate resilient future for all San Franciscans. 
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San Francisco's Emissions Sources Today 
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Thank You 

Debbie Raphae_I 
Director 
San· Francisco _Department of E-nvironment 
Debbie.Rqph·ael@sfgov.org · 

SF Environment 
Our home. Our city. Our' planet. 

A Deportment of the Cily and Couniy of Sa11< Francisco 

SF Environment All Rights Reserved 
The author of this document has secured the necessary permission 
to use all the images depicted in this prq;sentation". Permission to 
reuse or repurpose the graphics in this document should not be 
assumed nor is it transferable for any other use. Please do not 
reproduce or broadcast any content from this document without 
written permission from.the holder of copyright. 
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Testimony in Support of SF Climate Emergency Resolution: March 16, 2019 
~~\\ \\\00 \~ (~l \l \1\W 

My name is Robin Cooper and I want to convey my whole hearted support for this 
resolution which will set the stage for urgent local action on the climate crisis. I regret 
not being here personally today but send this message. 
I am a psychiatrist and have practiced in San Francisco for over 35 years, am on the 
clinical faculty of UCSF Department of Psychiatry and am co-founder and steering 
committee member of a group called Climate Psychiatry Alliance. As a physician I am 
particularly aware of the profound impacts of climate change on health. In fact many 
medical organizations have recognized climate disruption as the most significant threat 
to public health faciJmg our generation and that our continued fossil fuel dependency 
with associated C02 emissions will threaten to erase major public health gains 
achieved over the last 50 to 100 years. In the field of mental health it is no different. The 
proposal before this committee has rightfully identified vulnerable populations but I want 
to call your attention to the specific and severe impacts that the mentally ill and the 
mentally ill homeless population face in managing extreme weather disasters and extreme 
heat. It is for this voiceless population that I add my voice advocating for passage of this 
resolution and implementation of swift local action both on mitigation and adaptation 
policies. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Robin Cooper, MD 
Climate Psychiatry Alliance 
Citizens' Climate Lobby 
Robincooper50@gmail.com 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5227 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Kanishka Karunaratne Cheng, Liaison to the Board of Supervisors, Mayor's 
Office 
Deborah Raphael, Director, Department of the Environment 

FROM: Erica Major, Assistant Clerk, Land Use and Transportation Committee 

. DATE: March 6, 2019 

SUBJECT: LEGISLATION INTRODUCED 

The Board of Supervisors' Larid Use and Transportation Committee has received the following 
proposed legislation, introduced by Supervisor Mandelman on February 26, 2019: 

File No. 190222 

Resolution declaring a climate ·emergency in San Francisco; and requesting 
immediate and accelerated action to .address the climate crisis and limit global 
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius. · 

If you have comments or reports to be ·included with the file, please forward them to me at the 
Board of Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA 
94102 or by email at: erica.major@sfgov.org. 

c: Rebecca Peacock, Mayor's Office 
Peter Galleta, Department of the Environment 
Charles Sheehan, Department of the Environment 
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Print Form 

Introduction Form REGf:lVEf" 
BOl«RD OF SUPERVISOR~~ 

By a Member of the Board 6i Supervisors or Mayor s :, N f H /\ r-i c ! '' c () 

PM 1~31tamp 
I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one): or meeting date 

[Z] 1. For reference to Committee. (An Ordinance, Resolution, Motion or Charter Amendment). 

2. Request for next printed agenda Without Reference to Committee. 

D 3. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee. 

D 4. Request for letter beginning :"Supervisor inquiries" 
'--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

D 5. City Attorney Request. 

· D 6. Call File No. from Committee. 

7. Budget Analyst request (attached written motion). 

D 8. Substitute Legislation File No. 
~~~____:================:::;--~~~ 

D 9. Reactivate File No. 
'--~~~~~~~~~~-'------' 

D 10. Topic submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on . 

. ease check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following: 

D Small Business Commission D Youth Commission D Ethics Commission 

D Planning Commission 0Building Inspection Commission 

Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use the Imperative Form. 

Sponsor(s): 

Mandelman; Fewer, Peskin, Mar, Brown, Haney, Yee· 

Subject: 

Declaring a Climate Emergency in San Francisco 

The text is listed: 

Resolution declaring a climate emergency and requesting immediate and accelerated action to address the climate 
crisis and limit global warming to 1. 5 degrees Celsius. 

For Clerk's Use Only 

Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor: J C?¥" (\A 
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