FILE NO. 190392

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST
[Administrative Code - Juvenile Hall Closure]
Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to require the City to close Juvenile Hall
by December 31, 2021, expand community-based alternatives to detention, and provide
a rehabilitative, non-institutional place of detention, in a location approved by the
Court; to establish a working group for the development of a Juvenile Hall closure plan,
and to establish the Youth Justice Reinvestment Fund to support community-based
alternatives to detention and also support the working group; affirming the Planning
Department’s determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and
making findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of
Planning Code, Section 101.1.
Existing Law
State law requires that the Board of Supervisors provide and maintain, in a location approved
by the Juvenile Court, a suitable house or place (“Juvenile Hall”) for the detention of wards of
the Juvenile Court and of persons alleged to come within the jurisdiction of the Juvenile Court,
under the management and control of the Chief Juvenile Probation Officer. In the City, the
current Juvenile Hall is the locked facility located at 375 Woodside Avenue.
Amendments to Current Law
This ordinance would require that the City close the existing Juvenile Hall, expand communitybased alternatives to detention, and provide a rehabilitative, non-institutional place of
detention, in a location approved by the Juvenile Court, to replace the Juvenile Hall. This
ordinance would establish the Close Juvenile Hall Working Group (“Working Group”) for the
development of a Juvenile Hall closure plan. The Working Group would have 13 members,
with seats 1-9 appointed by the Board, and seats 10-13 serving ex officio as follows:
Seats 1 and 2 - Representatives of community-based non-profits that serve juvenile
justice-involved youth and are members of the Juvenile Justice Providers Association.
Seats 3 and 4 - Previously detained or incarcerated persons under age 29.
Seat 5 - Parent or guardian of a person who is or was detained as a youth.
Seat 6 – Design expert.
Seat 7 - Mental health expert.
Seat 8 - Juvenile justice reform expert.
Seat 9 – Labor representative.
Seat 10 – Chief Juvenile Probation Officer.
Seat 11 - Public Defender.
Seat 12 - District Attorney.
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Seat 13 – Court representative, by invitation.

This ordinance would require that the Working Group develop a plan to:
(1) close Juvenile Hall by no later than December 31, 2021;
(2) strengthen and expand community-based alternatives to detention;
(3) provide a rehabilitative, non-institutional place of detention, in a location approved
by the Court, which is available for all wards of the Court and persons alleged to come within
the jurisdiction of the Court; and
(4) reinvest any monies saved by the closure of Juvenile Hall in high-quality, effective,
community-based alternatives to detention; an alternative, rehabilitative, non-institutional
center for youth who are detained; and mental health and educational support for detained
youth.
This ordinance would require that all City departments cooperate with and promptly
produce records and information to the Working Group, to the extent permitted by State or
federal law.
This ordinance would establish the Youth Justice Reinvestment Fund, administered by
the City Administrator, to receive fee revenue dedicated to community-based alternatives to
juvenile detention and other contributions to the fund.
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