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M E M O R A N D U M 

 
TO: Jonas Ionin, Director of Commission Affairs, Historic Preservation 

Commission 
 
FROM: Erica Major, Assistant Clerk, Land Use and Transportation Committee 
 
DATE:  April 17, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: REFERRAL FROM BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
  Land Use and Transportation Committee 
 
The Board of Supervisors’ Land Use and Transportation Committee has received the 
following legislation, which is being referred to the Historic Preservation Commission, 
pursuant to Charter, Section 4.135, for comment and recommendation.   
 

File No. 190391 
 

Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to allow applications for Mills 
Act contracts for historic properties to be filed concurrently with 
applications for designation of the same properties; and affirming the 
Planning Department’s determination under the California Environmental 
Quality Act. 

 
Please return this cover sheet with the Commission’s response to me at the Board of 
Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA 
94102. 
 
 
c: John Rahaim, Director 

Scott Sanchez, Zoning Administrator 
Lisa Gibson, Environmental Review Officer 
Devyani Jain, Deputy Environmental Review Officer 
AnMarie Rodgers, Legislative Affairs 
Tim Frye, Preservation Coordinator 
Andrea Ruiz-Esquide, Deputy City Attorney 
Joy Navarrete, Major Environmental Analysis 
Georgia Powell, Planning Misc. Permits Routing 
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LEGISLATIVE DIGEST 

 
[Administrative Code - Requirements for Mills Act Applications] 
 
Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to allow applications for Mills Act 
contracts for historic properties to be filed concurrently with applications for 
designation of the same properties; and affirming the Planning Department’s 
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act. 
 

Existing Law 
 
The Mills Act is a state law that authorizes local governments to enter into contracts with 
owners of qualified historical properties who will rehabilitate, restore, preserve, and maintain 
those properties. As consideration for the rehabilitation, restoration, preservation and 
maintenance of the qualified historical properties, the City provides certain property tax 
reductions to the owners. 
 
Chapter 71 of the Administrative Code implements the Mills Act in San Francisco.  It sets 
forth, among other things, the processes for application and approval of a Mills Act contract in 
the City, eligibility criteria, and fees.  As part of the eligibility criteria, Chapter 71 requires a 
property to be listed in the National or California registers of historic properties, or landmarked 
under City law, in order to apply for a Mills Act contract. 
 

Amendments to Current Law 
 
This Ordinance would amend Chapter 71 of the Administrative Code to allow a property 
owner to apply to landmark his or her property concurrently with applying for a Mills Act 
contract.   
 

Background Information 
 
This Ordinance would make the process to obtain a Mills Act contract easier, by allowing the 
Mills Act contract application to be processed concurrently with a landmarking application. 
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