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FILE NO. 190428 | RESOLUTION NO.

[Armenian Genooide Commemoration Day - April 24, 2019 - Urging Paésage of United States
House Resolution No. 296 and Senate Resolution No. 150]

Resolution declaﬁng April 24, 2019, as Armenian Genocide Commemoration Day in the
City and County of San FrancisoO' and urging the'San Francisco‘s repreéentatives in
the United States House of Representatlves and Senate to accord recognition through

the passage of House Resolution No. 296 and Senate Resolutlon No. 150.

- WHEREAS, The Armenian people, living in their historic homeland of 4,000 years,

were subjected to severe 'persecution by the Turkish government of the Ottoman Empire

before and after the turn of the twentieth century, including widespread massacres, usurpation

of land and prop‘erty, and destruction of cultural institutions and monuments during‘the period
from 1894 to 1896 and again in 1909; and | |

‘ - WHEREAS, The unspeakable horrors experlenoed by the Armeman people at the
hands of the Ottoman Turkish govemment culminated in 1915 in what is known by. hlstonaos
as the first systematic genoolde of the twentieth century; and | |

WHEREAS, The Ottoman Turkish authorities planned and lmplemented the atrocities
committed -against the Armenian peop]e from 1915 through 1923, resulting in the deaths of
1.5. million Afmenian women, men and children, and the destruction or appropriation of all
therr personal and community properties; and
. WHEREAS, In response to the genoolde and at the behest of President Woodrow

Wilson and the U.S. State Department,fghe Near East Relief Orgamzat;on, the first |

,Congressionally—sa'nctioned American philanthropic effort created exclusively to aid the

Armenlan people and other Christian mmontxes was founded and provided unpreoedented

relief, delivering more than $117,000, OOO of humanitarian assistance between 1915 and 1930,
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and saving approximately.one million refugeeé, including 1'30,000 orphans of the genocide;
and | | _ '
WHEREAS, Raphael Lemkin, who coined the term "‘genooide” in 1944, and who was
the earliest propbnent of the United Nations Convehtiqn on the> Preven"cio’n and Punishment of
the Genocide, invoked the Armenian case as a definitive example of genocide in_thé twentieth
century; and |
WHEREAS Those citizens of Turkey who speak the truth about the Armenian

Genocide — such as assassinated human rights activist and journalist Hrant Dink — continue to

" be silenced by violent means and/or imprisonment, in part due to Turkish law which

criminalizes any expression which is considered to be critical of Turkish identity; and
WHEREAS, By honoring the survivors and consistently remembering and condemning
the repeated atrocities committed against the Armenian people, as well as the persecution of
the Assyrian and Greek populations of the Ottoman Empire, we gﬁard agaihét the repetition of |
genocide; and . ; |
WHEREAS, California has become home to the largest and fnost active population of ‘
Armenians in the United States, and those citizens ha\)e enriéhed our state through leadership
in the fields of academia, medicine, business, agricultdre, government and the arts and are
proud and patriotic practitioners of American citizenship; and -
WHEREAS San Francisco Armenlan—Amerlcans are predommantly descendants of the
few remaining survivors of the Genocide; and
WHEREAS, San Francisco is proud‘to join the Armenian-American community in its
commemoration of the anniversafy of the Armenian Genocide in an effort {o educate others
about the tragic loss of life, land, and human rights of the Armeman people and the crime of

genocide committed agamst them now, therefore, be it
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RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco
hereby declares April 24, 2019 as Armenian Genocide Commemoration Day in t{\é City and
County of San Francisco; and, be it - |

FURTHER RESOLVED That the San Francisco Board of Superwsors urges San
Franc:lsco ] elec’ced representatlves in the U S House of Representatlves and Senate to
aocord recogmtlon of the Armenian Genoolde through passage of House Resolution 296 and
Senate Resolutlon 150 and, be lt |

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the San Franolsco Board of Superwsors urges the San
Francisco Board of Education to reaffirm its commitment to teaching about the Armenian,
Genocide in San Franciscd Schools as indicat-ed in {he California State Board of Education’s
History Social Sciences ffamewdrk and standards, by commu,nicaﬁng thié intention to its high
school Sdciél Studies and English Language Arts educators, and by oﬁeﬁng appropriate
professional deVelopfnent training and instructional resources on the s.ubject fo social studies
and Enghsh Ianguage arts educators and, be it | | |

FURTHER RESOLVED That the Board of Supervxsors of the Clty and County of San

~ Francisco directs the Clerk of the Board to transmit coples of this resolutionto the Offices of

Speaker of the United States House of Representativeé Nancy Peloéi, United States House of

. Representative Jackie Speier, United States Senator Kamala Harris, United States Senator

Dianne Feinstein, and San Francisco Board of Education, respectively, upon péséage. .
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Affirming the United States record on the Armenian Genocide.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Argrin 8, 2019 ‘

Mr. ScHTFR (for himself, Mr. Bruraxiy, Mr. Parnong, Mr. KiNg of New
York, Mr. McGoverN, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr. GriJALVA, Mr. CosTa, Mr.
LoweNTHAL, Mr. RASKIN, Miss Rice of New York, Ms. JUuDY CHU of
California, Mr. BeYER, Mr.. DEFazI0o, Ms. PINGREE, Ms. ESH0O, Mr.
CreiLuing, Mr. Correa, Mr. NUNES, Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York, Ms. GABBARD, Ms. McCornnun, Mr. BSPATLLAT, Ms. LER of
California, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr, GALLEGO, Mr.
SEAN. PATRICK MALONEY of New York, Ms. DEGETTE, Ms. MENG, Mr.
KNG of Towa, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr., KRISUNAMOORTHI, Mr. TONKO, Mr.
TAKANO, Mr. LaNGEVIN, Ms. Trrus, Mr. PaPpas, Mr. TED LIEU of
California, Ms. SANCHEZ, Mr. SPaNO, Mr. NEAL, Mr. MORELLE, Mr.
CARDENAS, Mrs. TrAHAN, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Mr. KHANNA, Mr. PERL-
MUTTER, Mr. CISNEROS, Mr. LIpiNski, Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, Mr.
SCHNRIDER, Mr. CRENSHAW, Mrs. Lrsko, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mr. COoxX -
of Californiia, Ms. Crarx of Massachusetts, Mr. DmurcrH, Mr.
GarAMENDI, Mr. KEvIN HERN of Oklahoma, Mr. Smres, Mrs. LOWRY,
Mr. LeviN of Michigan, Mr. Gomez, Mr. HARDER of California, Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. MoULTON, Ms. SPRIER, Mr.
SARBANES, Ms. DELAURO, Mr. NADLER, Mr. Suozzl, Mr. VARGAS, Ms.
LorFGrREN, Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, and Ms. SHALALA) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs ’ ' '

RESOLUTION
Aiﬁlmmg the United States record on the Armenian

Genocide.
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Whereas the United States hag a proud history of recognizing
and condemning the Armenian Genocide, the killing of
1.5 million Armenians by the Ottoman Empire from -
1915 to 1923, and providing relief to the survivors of the
~ campaign of genocide against Armenians, Greeks, Assyr-
ians, Chaldeans, Syriacs, Arameans, Maronites, and other

~ Christians; o | ‘ |

Whereas the Honorable Henry Morgenthau, United States
Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire, from 1913 to 1916,
. orgarﬁzed and led protests by officials of many'eountrie's
against what he described as the empire’s “‘campaign of
race extermination”, and wag instructed on July 16;
1915, by 'Uﬁited States Séerretary of State Robert Lian-
sing that the “Department approves your procedure . .
to stop Armenian persecution’; ’

Whereas President Woodrow Wilson encouraged the forma-
tion of the Near Fast Relief, chartered by an Act of Con-
gress, which raised $116,000,000 (over $2,500,000,000
in 2019 doﬂ'ars) between 1915 and 1930, and the Senate
4adopted resolutions condemning these massacres; |

Whereas Raphael Lemkih, who coined the term “genocide” in 4
1944, and who was the earliest proponent of the United
Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment
of Genocide, invoked the Armenian case as a definitive

example of genocide in the 20th century;

Whereas, as displayed in the United States Holodaust Memo-
© rial Museum, Adolf Hitler, on ordering his military com-
manders to attack Poland without provocation in 1939,
~dismissed objections by saying “[w]ho, after all, speaks
today of the annihilation of the Armenians?”, setting the .
stage for the Holocaust; '

*HRES 296 TH
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Whereas the United States has officially recognized the Ar-

menian Genocide, through the United States Govern-

‘ment’s May 28, 1951, written statement to the Inter-

national Court of Justice regarding the Convention on
the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Geno-
cide, through President Ronald Reagan’s Proclamation
No. 4838 on April 22, 1981, and by House Joint Resolu-
tion 148, adopted on April 8, 1975, and House Joint
Resolution 247, adopted on September 10, 1984; and

Whereas the Elie Wiesel Genocide and Atrocities Prevention

Act of 2018 (Public Law 11§—441) establishes that

atrocities prevention represents a United States national

‘interest, and affirms that it is the policy of the United

States to pursue a United States Government-wide strat-
egy to identify, prevent, and respond to the risk of atroe-
ities by “‘strengthening diplomatic response and the effec-

- tive use of foreign assistance to support appropriate tran-

JUm—y
o
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sitional justice meagures, including criminal account-

ability, for past atrocities”: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That it is the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that it is the policy of the United States to—

(1) commemorate the Armenian Genocide
through official recognition and remembrance;

(2) reject offorts to énlist, engage, or otherwise
associate the United States Government with denial
of the Armenian Genocide or any other genocide;
and |

(3) encourage education and public under-

standing of the facts of the Armenian Genocide, in-

*HRES 296 IH
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cluding the United States role in the humanitarian
relief effort, and the relevance of the Armenian

Grenocide to modern-day erimes against humanity.

O
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Expressing the sense of the Senate that it is the policy of the United
States to commemorate the Armenian Genocide through official recogni-
tion and rémembrance. ' ' '

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

APRIL 9, 2019
© Mr. MeNENDEZ (for himself, Mr. Cruz, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. STABENOW,
Mr. Markey, Ms. WARREN, Mr. PRTERS, Mrs. FRINSTEIN, Mr. WYDEN,
Ms. DuckwortH, Mr, RUBIO, Mr. REED, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. GARDNER,
Mr. UpArir, and Ms. HARRIS) submitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. ’

RESOLUTION

Fixpressing the sense of the Senate that it is the policy
of the United States to commemorate the Armenian

Genocide through official recognition and remembrance.

Whereas the United States has a proud history of recognizing
and condemning the Armenian Genocide, the killing of an
estimated 1,500,000 Armenians by the Ottoman Empire
from 1915 to 1923, and providing relief to the survivors
of the eampéig‘n of genocide against Armenians, Grreéks,
Assyrians, Chaldeans, Syriacs, Arameans, Maronites, and
other Christians; |

Whereas the Honorable Henry Morgenthau, Sr., United
States Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire from 1913 to
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1916, mgamzed a,nd led protests by officials of many
countries against What he described as “a campaign of
race extermination,” and, on July 16, 1915, was in-
structed by United States Secretary of State Robert Lan-
sing that the “Department approves your procedure . . .

to stop Armenian persecution’;

- Whereag President Woodrow Wilson encouraged the forma-
tion' of Near East Relief, chartered by an Act of Con-
gress, which raised approximately $116,000,000 (more
“than $2,500,000,000 in 2019 dollars) between 1915 and
1930, and the Senate adopted resolutibns condemning

the massacres-

Wherea% Raphael Lemkin, who coined the telm ‘eenocide” i
1944 and who was the earliest proponent of the United
Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment

" of the Crime of Genocide, invoked the Armenian case as

a definitive example of genocide in the 20th century;

Whereas, as displayed in the United States Holocaust Memo-
rial Museum, Adolf Hitler, on ordering his military com-
manders to attack Poland without provocation in 1939,
dismissed objections by éajdng-, “Who, after all, speaks
today of the annihilation of the Armenians?”’, setting the

stage for the Holocaust;
- Whereas the United States has ~officially recognized the Ar-

menian Genocide—

(1) through the May 28, 1951 written statement of -
the United States Government to the International Court
of Justice regarding the Convention on the Prevention
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide énd Proclama—
tion No. 4838 issued by President Ronald Reagan on
Apnl 22, 1981; and

" «SRES 150 IS
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(2) by House Joint Resolution 148, 94th Congress,

agreed to April 8, 1975, and ITouse Joint Resolution
247, 98th Congress, agreed to September 10, 1984; and

Whereas the Elie Wiesel Genocide and Atrocities Prevention
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Act of 2018 (Public Liaw 115-441) establishes that the
prevention of atrocities is a mnational inﬁerest of the
United States and affirms that it is the policy of the
United States to pursue a United States Government-

~wide strategy to identify, prevent, and respond to the risk

of atrocities by ‘‘strengthening diplomatic response and
the effective use of foreign assistance to support appro-
priate transitional justice measures, including criminal

accountability, for past atrocities”: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate that it
is the policy of the United States—

(1) to commemora.te. the Armenian Genocide
through official recognition and remembrance;

(2) to reject efforts to enlist, engage, or ofher-
wise associate the United States Government with
denial of the Armenian Genocide or any other geno-
cide; and

(3) to encourage education and public under-
standing of the facts of the Armenian Genocide, in-
cluding the role of the United States in humani-
tarian relief efforts, and the relevance- of the Arme-

~ nian Genocide to modern-day erimes against human-

ity.
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By a Member of the Board of Supervisors or Mayor . f\* ME
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or meeting date

- I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one):

[ ] 1. For reference to Committee, (An Ordinance, Resolution, Motion or Charter 'Ar‘nendment).'
2. Request for next printed agenda Without Reference to Committee.

]:] 3. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee.‘

' [] 4. Requést for letter beginning :"Supervisor - . inquiries"

[ ] 5. City Attorney Request.
[ ] 6. Call File No. o from Committee.

] 7 Bﬁdget Analyst request (attached written motion).

[] 8. Substitute Legisiation File No.|

[] 9. Reactivate File No.

] 10. Topic submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on

Please check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following:

[]Small Business Commission [] Youth Commission .. [_]Ethics Commission
[ |Planning Commission [ |Building Inspection Commission .
* Note: For the Impérative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use the Imperative Form.

Sponsor(s)

Superv1sor Aaron Peskin

Subject:

Armenian Genocide Commemoration Day

The text is listed:

Francisco.

: Resolutlon declarmg April 24 2019 as Armeman Genocide Commemoration Day in the C /t/ and Cvounty of San

- ‘ V2 R— ' - :
Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor: / (7 ( /K/ (/\ :
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