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Cover: The Kinmon Gakuen Building, circa 1927 (Kinmon Gakuen)

The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) is a seven-member body that makes recommendations
to the Board of Supervisors regarding the designation of landmark buildings and districts. The

regulations governing landmarks and landmark districts are found in Article 10 of the Planning Code.

The HPC is staffed by the San Francisco Planning Department.

This Draft Landmark Designation Report is subject to possible revision and amendment during the initiation
and designation process. Only language contained within the Article 10 designation ordinance, adopted by the
San Francisco Board of Supervisors, should be regarded as final.
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The Kinmon Gakuen Building
2031 Bush Street

Built: 1926
Architect: William C. Hays

This Article 10 Landmark Designation Report provides documentation and assessment to demonstrate
the historical, cultural, and or architectural significance for local designation as a San Francisco City
Landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code. This document may reference previous studies and
supporting documentation, such as historic context statements, surveys, state or national historic
registries, and or other comparable documents. For more information regarding supporting
documentation and source material, please reference the materials listed in the bibliography.

CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION

Events: Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to broad patterns of our
history.

Architecture: Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, and
the work of a master.

PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE

The period of significance for Kinmon Gakuen is 1926 to 1952.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Kinmon Gakuen Building is significant for its association with the social, cultural, and
educational enrichment of Japanese Americans in San Francisco during the twentieth century as the
home of Japanese language and culture school, Kinmon Gakuen (“Golden Gate Institute”), from 1926
to the present. The organization was established in 1911, representing one of the earliest Japanese
language schools established in the continental United States. Kinmon Gakuen has operated from the
same site ever since, although its original building was demolished in 1925 to make room for a new,
purpose-built school building constructed in 1926. It is the 1926 building that is the subject of this
nomination.

The Kinmon Gakuen Building is one of four community facilities constructed in San Francisco’s
Nihonjin Machi (“Japanese People’s Town”) in the Western Addition that was built with funds raised
by the local Japanese American community. More specifically, it was the Issei (the first or immigrant
generation), who fundraised and built the school. Kinmon Gakuen’s story is tied to the emergence of
Japanese language schools in the United States, which began in Washington and California during the
early twentieth century. Like other Japanese language schools, Kinmon Gakuen expanded beyond its
role as a school and functioned as an important community gathering place for local Nikkei (a term
used to describe the broader Japanese community in the United States). Through a variety of
educational, cultural, and social programs, Kinmon Gakuen has worked to preserve Japanese
language and culture in San Francisco for over a century. Its building at 2031 Bush Street is perhaps
one of the most prominent properties associated with Japanese American history in San Francisco.
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The building is also associated with the experience of the Japanese community in San Francisco
during World War II and following the signing of Executive Order No. 9066 by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt in 1942. The executive order authorized the creation of military zones and paved the way
for the mass incarceration of Japanese-descent people throughout the United States, a period that
lasted from 1942 to 1945. During that time, Japanese language schools came under intense scrutiny by
the U.S. military who believed language schools played a role in fostering pro-Japanese nationalist
agendas. Kinmon Gakuen was eventually forced to shut down. Its building was seized by the federal
government for use as a processing center where citizens and non-citizens of Japanese ancestry were
required to report before being relocated to concentration camps across the country.

The period of Japanese incarceration coincided with the arrival of many African Americans to San
Francisco who came to the city in search of wartime employment. Many of these new arrivals found
housing opportunities in Japantown, largely due to the opening of residences that had previously
been occupied by Japanese. This growing African American community in the Western Addition
ended up stewarding many Japanese-owned properties, including The Kinmon Gakuen Building,
where the Booker T. Washington Community Services Center operated from 1942 to 1952. The
building, thus, is also significant for its association with community organizing and activism among
African Americans in San Francisco during the twentieth century. The center provided African
Americans, especially youth, with a space for social, educational, and recreational opportunities.

After World War II, the Booker T. Washington Community Services Center supported returning
Japanese by establishing hostels for those in need of shelter. By 1952, the center moved into its
permanent home at 800 Presidio Avenue and Kinmon Gakuen once again returned to 2031 Bush
Street.

Lastly, the building itself is an excellent example of an educational building designed in the
Mediterranean Revival architectural style in San Francisco, a popular design aesthetic for school
buildings during the 1920s and 1930s.

The Kinmon Gakuen Building, 2018.



PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

Exterior

The Kinmon Gakuen Building was constructed in 1926 on the
south side of Bush Street between Buchanan and Webster streets.
It was designed by Bay Area architect, William C. Hays, a
professor of architecture at Berkeley who designed numerous
educational facilities throughout California. Hays designed 2031
Bush Street in the Mediterranean Revival style, which was a
popular design aesthetic of the period, particularly for
educational facilities in the Bay Area.

The subject property is located on a roughly 58" x 137.5 L-shaped
lot. It is built along the property line at the west elevation and
has a small setback along the eastern fagade as well as a slight
front setback along the primary elevation that aligns with Bush
Street. The subject property has a significant rear yard where a
courtyard and playground allow for recreational use. The
property is a wood-frame structure with two-stories and a

basement massing, Detail of main entry at front (north)
facade. view south.

The building’s front (north) facade along Bush Street retains materials original to the building
including Mission terra cotta tile coping at the cornice, multi-lite wood windows, and wooden
casement windows with divided lites, and stucco cladding. It features a prominent double stair with
risers and treads, clad in terra cotta tile and separated by a concrete wall with decorative pilasters and
a water table. The building’s main entrance is set within a segmental arched portal with decorative tile
surround. A vertical sign reading, “Golden Gate Institute/ Kinmon Gakuen,” in Japanese is located to
the east of the entrance, which is characterized by a pair of six-lite wooden entry doors painted in light
blue. The primary fagade also contains a gate surround constructed with stucco at the ground level
and a balcony at the second level.
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Golden Gate Institute

Primaryr(north) facade, view south.




The rear (south) facade displays horizontal wood siding, a variety of window styles and materials
(including aluminum and wood), a metal fire escape, and a light well. The east fagade is clad in stucco
and features terra cotta steps, a metal railing, a ramp, and pavement at the ground level. The west
facade contains horizontal wood siding, wood and aluminum windows, and a skylight.

Rear (south) fagade, view north. Rear yard, view northeast.

Interior

The primary entrance to The Kinmon Gakuen Building is located at the north end the building along
Bush Street. The raised entry porch leads to the second floor, which serves as the main floor, and
provides access to the centralized main entrance. The interior plan of the second and third floors
features double-loaded corridors of offices, classrooms, and restrooms. Each floor contains three
classrooms, two on the east side of the building, and one on the southwest corner of the building. The
third floor has an additional classroom at the north of the building that faces Bush Street. This
classroom features a metal balcony that opens toward Bush Street and looks over the terrace below.
Throughout the second and third floors are notable character defining features including wooden
floors, crown molding and wainscoting in corridors, wood paneled classroom doors with multi-lite
upper panel and transoms, dogleg closed string wooden stains, and a light well with hipped roof and
skylights. Staircases are located at the northwest, northeast, and southeast corners of the building.

The ground floor is occupied completely by a multipurpose auditorium. A long stage is located at the
north wall, with a storage room to its west. To its east is a small restroom and backstage area that also
attaches to a boiler room on the northeast corner of the ground floor. At the south portion of the
ground floor are a kitchen, restroom, and small closet. Above the kitchen, and accessible by stairs, is a
mezzanine containing a separate projection room and office.



Interior classroom of The Kinmon Gakuen Building.

Double loaded corridor leading to classrooms.



The features of the auditorium include the volume of the assembly space, a stage, wooden floors,
vertical plank wainscoting, engaged pilasters, ceiling beams and brackets, and crown molding.

The basement, which is only accessible from the rear of the building, contains two restrooms and a
closet. The rest of the area serves as a partial crawlspace.

Auditorium, view north.

Auditorium, view west.



NEIGHBORHOOD DESCRIPTION

The subject property is located within the
heart of San Francisco’s Japantown
neighborhood, which is bounded by
Fillmore Street to the west, California
Street to the north, Octavia Street to the
east, and Geary Boulevard to the south.
Located within the larger Western
Addition area of San Francisco,
Japantown became an ethnic enclave for
Japanese and Japanese Americans

after the 1906 earthquake and fire. View of Bush Street Across from Kinmon Gakuen.

The area is home to nearly all of the city’s
Japanese American community and
cultural organizations and hosts Japanese
cultural events including the annual
Cherry Blossom Festival and Nihonmachi
Street Fair.

The subject block displays a mix of
residential, commercial, and institutional

L4 P —— v N —
properties. Kinmon Gakuen shares the AT S i-
block with other ]apantown Community Bush Street Cottage Row Historic District.
assets such as the Japanese Cultural and
Community Center of Northern California
(1840 Sutter), Nihonmachi Little Friends
Day Care Center (1830 Sutter), and
Kimonchi Senior Citizen Center (1840

Sutter).

The residential building typologies on the block date to different time periods and include single-
family residential Victorian homes, Edwardian Flats, midcentury apartment dwellings, and a multi-
story hotel. Some buildings, including the Japanese Cultural and Community Center, have
incorporated Japanese architectural influences into their style.

On Bush Street, one block to the west of the subject property is the Bush Street Cottage Row Historic
District. The Article 10 historic district is significant for its intact group of architecturally consistent
Italianate and Stick residential buildings constructed between 1870 and 1885. Before World War 1I,
Cottage Row was occupied completely by Japanese-Americans, lending to the nickname of “Japan
Street.”



CONSTRUCTION AND OCCUPANT HISTORY

After several years of fundraising, the Kinmon Gakuen Foundation
purchased the subject parcel on April 17, 1925 to house a new
building for its Japanese language and culture school, which had
operated in an earlier building at the same location since 1911. The
new building as to be built specifically for the needs of the growing
school.

The foundation hired Bay Area architect, William C. Hays, to design
the new building for 2031 Bush Street. The price of the land was
$24,000 and the cost of construction $46,545. In addition to funds
raised by the community, the foundation received a $44,500 loan
from the Anglo California Bank for the project. The groundbreaking
ceremony for the new building was held on November 29, 1925 and
construction was completed in 1926. A dedication ceremony was held
on April 26, 1926 with classes commencing soon after.

j °

Kinmon Gakuen'’s first building,
. i o . located on the same site as the new
In 1940, Kinmon Gakuen received a building permit to construct a building (2031 Bush Street).

It operated there from 1911 to 1925.

moving picture booth for the school auditorium. (Kinmon Gakuan)

The building remained unaltered for nearly 30 years until 1977 when Nihonmachi Little Friends, a
bilingual Japanese childcare center, moved into the auditorium. At that time new restrooms, a kitchen,
and an office were installed. In 1981, a new non-bearing partition wall was erected over the existing
low partition, and in 1987 aluminum-sash windows were installed within existing openings. In 1990,
more aluminum windows replaced originals in the classrooms. Additional maintenance occurred in
the 1990s, including removal of tile from the stairway and landing (1992), repair of the deck and
stairway, tile replacement, and water damage repair (1997).

Since its construction in 1926, 2031 Bush Street has housed several institutions that have been central
to the Japanese American community in San Francisco, including Kinmon Gakuen, the Japanese
American Citizens League (JACL), and Nihonmachi Little Friends. The building also housed an
important African American community organization, the Booker T. Washington Community Services
Center, during World War II when people of Japanese descent were forced to evacuate the city.

When Kinmon Gakuen reoccupied the building in 1952, the organization continued to teach Japanese

language and culture to local youth and rented space to other community groups like Nihonmachi
Little Friends, which leased a portion of the space until 2018.
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HISTORIC CONTEXTS

Japanese Immigration to the United States, 1869-1924

The first known Japanese to have arrived in the United States came to California in 1869, settling in the
Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony in El Dorado County. The number of Japanese in the United
States remained small until 1885, due primarily to Japanese policies that had prohibited emigration
from the country. Aside from a small number of Japanese nationals who managed to skirt the law, the
majority of Japanese who did live in the United States prior to 1885 were students.!

The first major wave of Japanese migration to the United States began in 1885, following the lift of
Japan’s ban on emigration. From 1885 to 1907, thousands of Japanese laborers went to Hawaii to work
on American-owned sugar and pineapple plantations. 2 While Hawaii was their first destination,
many Japanese laborers later migrated to the U.S. mainland, especially California. By 1890, nearly half
of the 2,038 Japanese people living the United States resided in the state. During this first major wave
of migration from Japan, most newcomers were male laborers who intended to work for only a few
years after saving some money, with the goal of eventually returning to Japan. Others were male
students who came to the United States to receive a higher education. Japan eased its emigration
restrictions during the 1880s largely to encourage its young men to attend American universities.
Those who traveled to the United States were eager to escape political and social limitations back
home.

The second identified wave of Japanese migration to the United States occurred from 1908 to 1924.
This period witnessed fewer single men entering the country while women, including the wives or
“picture brides” of Japanese laborers already living in the United States, began to migrate to the
United States in large numbers for the first time. With the population growth came an increase in anti-
Japanese sentiment, particularly in California and San Francisco, as described by Robert C. Kennedy
of HarpWeek:

The California legislature adopted a resolution urging Congress to enact stricter immigration
laws, a Japanese-Korean Exclusion League was established, the San Francisco Chronicle began
an anti-Japanese campaign in its newspaper, the San Francisco school board announced its
segregation plan, labor unions organized boycotts of Japanese businesses, and prominent
leaders in the city’s Japanese community were physically assaulted.?

The most controversial of the anti-Japanese policies established during this period, and one that
garnered national attention, was enacted in 1906 by the San Francisco school board, which banned
Japanese and all Asian children from the city’s public schools. The act sparked a diplomatic
emergency between the U.S. and Japan, who took deep offense to the San Francisco policy and
subsequently filed an official complaint with the U.S. State Department. To retain positive relations
with Japan, an increasingly powerful world player, U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt intervened by
sending Commerce and Labor Secretary, Victor Metcalf, to San Francisco to convince the school board
to reverse its decision. Publicly, Roosevelt derided San Francisco’s school segregation policy as a
“wicked absurdity” and promised to protect the rights of Japanese in the United States.

1 California Department of Parks and Recreation Office of Historic Preservation, Five Views: An Ethnic Historic Site Survey for California (Sacramento,
1988), 121.

2|bid.
3 Robert C. Kennedy, “On This Day,” https:/archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/harp/1110.html.



https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/harp/1110.html

What emerged from Roosevelt’s diplomatic
efforts was the “Gentlemen’s Agreement of
1907.” Japan agreed to prevent further
emigration of Japanese laborers to the United
States, except for Hawaii where Japanese labor
benefitted American-owned agricultural
companies, in exchange for San Francisco
reversing its ban and allowing Japanese students
to attend the city’s public schools. As part of the
agreement, Japan also acknowledged the right of
the American government to deny entry to the
U.S. of Japanese holding passports issued for
Hawaii and other countries such as Canada or

Mexico.4

While the Japanese government ceased issuing
passports to male laborers headed for the
mainland United States, parents, wives, and
children could emigrate during this time.5 In
fact, it was common for entire families to begin
establishing permanent homes in California. The
number of Japanese women arriving in the
United States increased during this time as well,
through arranged marriages that led to further

population growth as couples had children.¢

Anti-Asian sentiment continued to grow locally
and nationally during the first several decades of
the twentieth century. The U.S. Congress enacted
the Immigration Act of 1917 which banned

“FOR HEAVEN’S SAKE DO NOT EMBARRASS THE ADMINISTRATION!"

The San Francisco school board’s decision to ban Japanese
and other Asians from its public schools attracted national

media attention, as demonstrated in this cartoon by Thomas

Nast titled, “For Heaven’s Sake Do Not Embarrass the

Administration!” published by Harper’s Weekly in 1906.

immigration from most of East Asia as defined in (The New York Times Company and HarpWeek)

the “Asiatic Barred Zone.” Due to the existence of
the Gentlemen’s Agreement, however, Japan was
not included in the barred zone. That all changed
in 1924 with the passage of the Immigration Act
of 1924, however, which in effect barred Japanese
nationals from entering the United States.”

These series of immigration laws and policies resulted in the formation of clearly defined generational
categories of Japanese immigrant and native-born population groups in the United States, a
phenomenon that is highly unique to the country’s early Japanese communities. The first generation
of Japanese to migrate to the United States, generally those who arrived before 1924, are referred to as
the Issei, while the second and third generations who were born in the U.S. are referred to as the Nisei
and Sansei, respectfully.

4 Gopal Kshetry, Foreigners in Japan: A Historical Perspective (Bloomington: Xlibris Corp, 2008), 155.
5 |bid.

8 |bid.

7 Erica Lee, The Making of Asian America: A History (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2016), 171.



Settlement of Japanese Americans in San Francisco

The earliest Japanese migrants to San Francisco arrived in 1869. By 1870, a Japanese consulate had
opened in the city. San Francisco represented the principal port of entry for Asian immigrants to the
United States and by 1906 had the largest Japanese population of any mainland U.S. city (Hawaii had
the largest population overall). From 1910 to 1940 Asian immigrants to San Francisco first arrived at
the U.S. Immigration Station on Angel Island, which had been established primarily to enforce the
restrictions against Chinese immigration put in place by the Chinese Exclusion Act. Due to the
Gentlemen’s Agreement of 1907, most Japanese people arriving at Angel Island before 1924 were
admitted into the country within a couple of days, compared to new arrivals from other Asian
countries who suffered longer waiting periods and higher rates of deportation.8

San Francisco’s first Japanese immigrants settled in Chinatown along Dupont Street between
California and Bush streets where they along with the Chinese were marginalized and exploited for
cheap labor. Chinatown represented one of the only neighborhoods where early Japanese migrants
were permitted to live and work. Although little documentation exists about their occupations, it is

assumed that they worked as general laborers, on the railroads, or performing various domestic
service tasks.

Almost as soon as Japanese Americans began to settle in San Francisco did a large concentration of
social, economic, and political organizations catering to Issei develop. Boarding houses, restaurants,
barbershops, bathhouses, gambling houses, and pool halls were established within the community.
Japanese services and businesses catered mostly to other Japanese immigrants. Additionally, many
community organizations including churches, political organizations, and Japanese language schools

formed and became community anchors that provided Japanese with “religious sustenance and a
social life.”?

San Francisco’s Japantowns
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A map of San Francisco’s Japantowns.
(Ben Pease via Images of America: San Francisco’s Japantown by the Japantown Task Force Inc.)

8 California Department of Parks and Recreation Office of Historic Preservation, Five Views: An Ethnic Historic Site Survey for California, 112.
°Ibid., 118.



By the turn of the 20t century, the local Japanese population began moving into the South of Market
area, particularly near Jessie and Stevenson streets between 5t and 7t streets. South of Market had
been a working class and immigrant neighborhood since the 1870s and by the 1880s had begun
attracting newly arrived Japanese migrants. From 1890 to 1900, the Japanese population of San
Francisco increased from 590 to 1,781, representing a doubling in size. As the Japanese began
establishing residences, rooming houses, and local businesses in the South of Market, the
neighborhood developed into the city’s first Nihonjin-Machi, or Japanese Peoples Town, a name coined
by members of the community.

Nihonjin Machi in the South of Market was short-lived however, as San Francisco’s worst natural
disaster soon devastated the neighborhood.

Emergence of Japantown in the Western Addition

The 1906 earthquake and fire demolished both Chinatown and South of Market, where most Japanese
in the city had lived up until that point, leaving them displaced from their homes. When South of
Market was rebuilt following the disaster, it was reconceived primarily as a high-density commercial
and industrial area, further locking out many of the poor and working class immigrant communities
who had previously resided there. Japanese Americans, along with many other communities of color
who had been displaced during the disaster, settled in the Western Addition, which was still largely
intact.

OMIVA Co

Original Japantown around South Park in 1910 (left) The Miho family, owners of the Higoya Hotel in South Park, pose
(San Francisco Public Library, Historical Photograph for a photo with friends, date unkown.
Collection) (Florence Nakumura via Images of America: San Francisco’s
Japantown by the Japantown Task Force Inc.

The Western Addition emerged during the 1850s following the signing of the Van Ness Ordinance
which spurred development in the area. The introduction of the cable car in the 1870s led to further
growth and the development of streetcar suburbs in the area. Many of the homes in the Western
Addition were single-family Victorians built by the Real Estate Associates based on pattern books and
using mass production techniques. By the late 19th century, the Western Addition was considered an
upper-middle class professional neighborhood home to a mix of European immigrants, primarily

10 Donna Graves and Page & Turnbull, Japantown Historic Context Statement (San Francisco: San Francisco Planning Department, 2011), 28.
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German and Jewish. In fact, the Western Addition had the highest Jewish population of any urban
area outside of New York City during the 1870s."

In the years immediately following the 1906 disaster, the Western Addition provided temporary
refuge to the ethnic communities that were displaced from other parts of the city. In addition to
Japanese, many other ethnic groups including African Americans, Mexican Americans, Filipinos, and
Koreans also settled and made a life in the Western Addition. A number of the pre-disaster buildings
were subdivided into flats to account for the housing shortage and increased demand for housing.?

By 1910, just four years after the 1906 earthquake
and fire, the area was home to more than 50
Japanese-owned commercial establishments and
nearly 5,000 Japanese residents.! Japanese
restaurants, laundries, art stores, and shoe stores
catered to Japanese clientele. Social, cultural,
religious, and educational organizations emerged
as well. Like the Japanese enclave in the South of
Market before it, local residents dubbed the
neighborhood, Nihonjin Machi, which in Japanese
means, “Japanese people’s town.” The
neighborhood would later become recognized
throughout San Francisco as Nihonmachi or
“Japantown,” with its boundaries generally

encompaSSing the areas between Laguna and Post Street business district in Japantown, 1942.

Webster streets to the east and west, and Geary (Bancroft Library via Images of America: San Francisco’s
7 Japantown, Japantown Task Force Inc.)

and Bush streets to the north and south.

Japantown in the Western Addition became the

first and oldest urban community of its kind in

the continental United States. In terms of size, it

was second only to Little Tokyo in Los Angeles.

Japanese Exclusion and Restriction

The long history of institutionalized racism and discrimination against people of Japanese ancestry in
the United States dates to the 19t century when Japanese immigrants first arrived in the country.
Initially, Japanese laborers were viewed exclusively as a source of temporary labor that was easy to
exploit. As the Japanese population continued to grow, concerns among whites mounted, as they saw
Japanese people as “unassimilable and potentially capable of overrunning the state.”* Racially
charged attacks against Japanese people also proliferated during the late nineteenth and early

" Ibid., 13.

12 |bid.
13 |bid, 28.
14 California Department of Parks and Recreation Office of Historic Preservation, Five Views: An Ethnic Historic Site Survey for California, 121.



twentieth centuries. The riots in Vacaville (1890), Riverside (1896), and Redland (1898) are just a few of
the documented acts of violence that targeted Japanese Americans.

American hostility towards Japanese people increased at the turn of the century following Japan’s
victory in the 1905 Russo-Japanese War.1¢ Japan’s military strength was seen as a threat to the United
States from abroad and simultaneously, Japanese people living in the United States were seen as an
economic threat to white Americans. In San Francisco, anti-Japanese sentiment was widespread
throughout the city. Anti-Japanese propaganda proliferated through local news sources, including the
San Francisco Chronicle, which adopted an anti-Japanese campaign as evident in this quote from a 1905
article:

The Japanese are far more dangerous to us than the Chinese...We may say that the Japanese is
enlightened, and, this being true, his education prompts him to adopt American ways, and
thus, with his cheap labor, digs at the foundation upon which rests the welfare of our people.
Where a Chinese will work upon a farm at starvation wages, a Japanese has the ability to
acquire property itself.1”

The Asiatic Exclusion League formed in San Francisco in 1905 with the goal of excluding Japanese and
Koreans from the United States. While it eventually expanded into a national organization, one of its
first actions was successfully lobbying the San Francisco Board of Education to ban Japanese and
Korean students from attending San Francisco public schools. As a result, Japanese and Korean
students were forced in 1906 to attend the Chinese segregated Oriental School. Chinese students had
already been forced to attend separate schools for nearly five decades. The California legislature
continued to consider laws aimed at restricting the rights of Japanese Americans on a yearly basis.!8

In 1922, the Supreme Court case of Takao Ozawa v. United States determined that Japanese were not white
or Caucasian as defined by law and therefore ineligible for gaining U.S. citizenship under the 1790
Naturalization Act which “expressly allowed the naturalization of only white persons.”" In addition,
although the 14th amendment granted African Americans full citizenship in 1868, Japanese Americans
did not receive the same status. In 1924, the Immigration Act, also known as the Asian Exclusion Act,
was signed into law by President Calvin Coolidge and completely bared Asian immigrants from
entering the United States.?’ Laws were also passed that limited the ability of Japanese Americans to
own and lease land.

15 Kinmon Gakuen, “History of the Golden Gate Institute: 100t Anniversary: Golden Gate Institute Japanese Language and Cultural School 1911-2011,”
(2011), 11.

16 Yuji Ichioka, The Issei: The World of the First Generation Japanese Immigrants, 1885-1924 (New York: The Free Press, 1998) 1, 51-52.

7 E.C. Leffingwell, “San Francisco’s Mayor Wants Exclusion Act to Bar the Japs,” San Francisco Chronicle, April 1, 1905.

18 |bid.

19 | ee, The Making of Asian America, 120-122.

2 United States Department of State, Office of the Historian, “The Immigration Act of 1924 (The Johnson-Reed Act),” accessed January 22, 2019,
https:/history.state.gov/milestones/1921-1936/immigration-act.
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SAN FRANCISCO'S MAYOR WANTS
EXCLVSION ACT TO BAR THE .!Adl’S._

BROWN MEN ARE
MOST DANGEROUS

e wand of the 