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FILE NO. 190391 ORDINAN(. 
1
)NO. 

1 [Administrative Code - Requirements for Mills Act Applications] 

2 

3 Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to allow applications for Mills Act 

4 contracts for historic properties to be filed concurrently with applications for 

5 designation of the same properties; and affirming the Planning Department's 

. 6 determination un.der the California. Environmental Quality Act. 

7 

8 

9 

NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font. 
Additions to Codes are in single-underline italics Times New Roman font. 

. Deletions to Codes are in strik~through italics Times }few Roman font. 
Board amendment additions are in double-underlined Arial font. 
Board amendment deletions are in strikethrough Arial font. 
Asterisks (* * * *) indicate the omission of unchanged Code 
subsections or parts of tables. · 

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco: · 

Section 1. Findings. 

10· 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 (a) Environmental Findings. _The Planning Department has determined that the 

16 actions contemplated in this ordinance comply with the California Environmental Quality Act 

17 · (California .Public Resources Code Sections 2'1000 et seq.). Said determination is on file with 

18 the Clerk of the Boc;ffd of Supervisors in File No. 190391 and is incorporated herein by 

19 reference. The Board affirms this determination. · 

(b) Referral to Historic Preservation· Commission. On May 15, 2019, the Historic 

21 Preservation Commission cons.idered this ordinance, and thereafter submitted written 

22· comment to the Board of Supervisors regarding the effects ofthe ordinance on historic· 

23 resources, as required by Charter Section 4.135. Said written comment is on file V,;1th the 

24 Clerk of the Board_ of Supervisors in File No. 190391 and is incorporated herein by reference. 

25 

Supervisor Peskin 
· BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 1 
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),._._ 

1 Section 2. The Administrative Code is hereby amended by revising Section 71.2, to 

2 read as follows: 

3 SEC. 71.2. ELIGIBILITY. 

4 (a) Qualified Historical Property. An owner, bran authorized agent of the owner, of a 

5 qualified historical property may apply for a historical property contract. For purposes of this 

6 Chapter 71, "qualified historical property" shall mean privately owned property that is not 

7 exempt from property taxation and that either has submitted a complete application for listing or 

8 designation, or has been listed or designated in one of the following ways on or before 

9 December 31 of the year before the application is made: 

1 O (1) Individually listed in the National Register of Hist?ric Places or the California I 

11 Register of Historical Resources; 

12 (2) Listed as a contributor to a historic district included on the National Register 

13 of Historic Places or the California Register of Historical Resources; 

14 (3) Designated as a City landmark pursuant to Planning Code Article 1 O; 

15 ( 4) Designated as contributory to a historic district designated pursuant to 

16 Planning Code Article 1 O; or 

17 (5) Designated as Significant (Categories I or II) or Contributory (Categories Ill 

18 or IV) pursuant to Planning Code Article 11. 

19 

20 Section 3. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after 

21 enactment. Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor returns the 

22 ordinance unsigned or does not sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it, or the Board 

23 of Supervisors overrides the Mayor's veto of the ordinance. 

24 

25 

Supervisor Peskin 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

325 
Page 2 



1 Section 4. Scope of Ordinance. In enacting this ordinance, the Board of Supervisors 

2 intends to amend only those words, phrases, paragraphs, subsections, sections, articles, 

3 numbers, punctuation marks, charts, diagrams, or any other constituent parts of the Municipal 

4 Code that are explicitly shown in this ordinance as additions, deletions, Board amendment 

5 additions, and Board amendment deletions in accordance with the "Note" that appears under 

6 the official title of the ordinance. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
DENNIS J. HErRE ' City Attorney 

' 

"'{ \ 
By: I'V.. v 

AND~~1:~¥SUUIDE 
Deptt~rriey 

n:\Jand\as2019\0900449\01 :;151524.docx 

Supervisor Peskin 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 326 

Page 3 



FILE NO. · 190391 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST 

[Administrative Code - Requirements for Mills Act Applications] 

Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to allow applications for Mills Act 
contracts for historic properties to be filed concurrently with applications for 

· designation of the same properties; and affirming the Planning Department's 
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act. 

Existing Law 

The Mills Act is a state law that authorizes local governments to enter into contracts with. 
owners of qualified historical properties who will rehabilitate, restore, preserve, and maintain 
those properties. As consideration for the rehabilitation, restoration, preservation and 
maintenance of the qualified historical properties, the City provides certain property tax 
reductions to the owners. 

Chapter 71 of the Administrative Code implements the Mills Act in San Francisco. It sets 
forth, among other things, the processes for application and approval of a Mills Act contract in 
the City, eligibility criteria, and fees. As part of the eligibility criteria, Chapter 71 requires a 
property to be listed in the National or California registers of historic properties, or landmarked 

·under City law, in order to apply for a Mills Act contract. 

Amendments to Current Law 

This Ordinance would amend Chapter 71 of the Administrative. Code to allow a property 
owner to apply to landmark his or her property concurrently with applying for a Mills Act 
contract. 

Background Information 

This Ordinance would make the process to obtain a Mills Act contract easier, by allowing the 
Mills Act contract application to be processed concurrently with a landmarking. application. 

n:\land\as2019\0900449\01351558.docx 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

Lisa Gibson 
Environmental Review Officer 
Planning Department 
1650 Mission Street, Ste. 400 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Dear Ms. Gibson: 

April 17, 2019 

City Hall 
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 

·Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD!TTY No. 554-5227 

File No. 190391 

On April 9, 2019, Supervisor Peskin introduced the following legislation: 

· File No. 190391 

Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to allow applications for Mills Act 
contracts for historic properties to be filed concurrently with applications for 
designation of the same properties; and affirming the Planning Department's 
determination under the California Environmentc!.I Quality Act. 

This legislation is being transmitted to you for environmental review. 

. Attachment 

. . 

Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board 

·~~~ 
. By: Erica Major, Assistant Clerk 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 

·Not defined as a project under CEQA 

Guildines 15378 and 15060(c) (2) because 

c: Joy Navarrete, Environmental Planning it would not result in a. direct or. 

Laura Lynch, Environmental Planning indirect physical change in the 

environment. Any physical project would 

re<;JUire environmental review. 

joy · D!gltal!ys!gnedbyjoynavarrete 
ON: de=org, dc:>sfgov, dc=cltyplann!ng, 
ou=CltyP)anning,ou,,,Envlronmental 
Plllnning,cn=Joyn.ava!'fete,• 

nava rrete 1 ·····•m•llejoy."'"""'""'"·''9 
,:;/ Date:2019.05.0215:S9:11-C7'00' 
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SAN ·FR.ANCISCO 
PLANNING PARTMENT 

1650 Mission St. 
$ui\e400 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Resolution No. 1056 

San Franclsoo, 
CA.94103-2479 

HEARING DATE: MAY 15, 2019 
Reception: 
,415.558.6378 

Profect Natne: 
Case Number: 
Staff Contact: 

Reviewed by: 

Mills Act Amendment 
2019..:000789P~A [Board File No. 190391] 

Michelle Taylor, Preservation Planner 

michelle. tay~or@sfgov.org, 415-575-9197 
Timothy Frye, Historic Preservation Officer 
tim.frye@sfgov.org, 415875-6822 

ADOPTING A RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING APPROVAL FOR A PROPOSED 
ORDINANCE THAT WOULD AMEND ADMiNiSTRATiVE CODE CHAPTER 71 TO ALLO'N 
APPLICATIONS FOR MILLS ACT CONTRACTS FOR HISTORIC PROPERTIES TO BE FILED 
CONCURRENTLY WITH APPUCATlONS FOR DESIGNATION OF THE SAME PROPERTIES; 
ADOPTING FINDINGS, INCLUDING ENVIRONMENTAL FINDINGS, AND FINDINGS OF 
CONSISTENCYWITH THE GENERAL PLAN AND PLANN.!NG CODE SECTION 101.1. 

WHEREAS, on Apri1 9, 2019 Supervisors Peskin introduced a proposed Ordinance und!ilr Board o.f 
. Supervisors (hei;einafter "Board") File Number 190391, which would mnend Chapter 71 of the 
Administrative Code to allow applications for I.deal d~~:dgnation i:::ortcurrent with filing of a Mills Act 

application; 

WHEREAS, The Historic Preservation Commission (henJnafter "CommJ.ssfon") conducted a dµly noticed 
public heari~g at a regularly schedU!'ed meeting to consider the proposed Ofdinance on May 15,2019; and, 

WHEREAS, the proposed Ordinance has been determined to be categorically exempt from environmental 
. review under the California Environmental Quality Ad Section 15060(c); and 

.. WHEREAS, the Commission has heard ai~d considered the testimony presented to it at the public hearing 

and has further considered written materials and oral testimony presented on behalf of 
Departtnerit staff and other interested parties; and 

WHEREAS, all pertinent documents may be found in the files of the Department, as the custodian of 
records, at 1650 Mission Street, Suite 400, San Francisco; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission has reviewed the ptbposed Ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission finds from the facts presented that the public necessity, convenience, and 

general welfare require the proposed amendment; and / 

VNNi. sfp la n ning. org 
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Resolution No. 1056 
Mqy 151 2019 

CASE NO. 2019-006789POA 
Mills Act Ame.ndrnent 

MOVED, that the Comm1,ssiori. he:reby adopts a recommendation for approval of the proposed ordinance. . . 

FIND:INGS 
Having reviewed the materials identified in the preamble above, and having hear-<l :;i.ll testimony and 
arguments, this Commission finds, conc;lµdes~ a~d determines as follows: 

1. Currently, eligibility· is limited to those properties that are listed m designated cin or before 
December 31 of the ye«i.r before the application is made, 

. ' 

2. EUgible properties with a demonstrated· need for restoration1. ;rehabilitation and preserv<rtion <:0ould 
apply for Article 10 or 11 designation at the scune time as the MHls Act, 

3. Modification to the designationtb:rudrmnewovld exp:md eltgib~1ityto mprep:i;opedy owners with 
a preservation need and ~ive property ownerB mote of an fncentlve to seek historic designation. 

4. ·General Plan Compliance.. 'fhe pt6posed Otd.ihartce is consistent Wifh the £o1lowing Objectives 
an,d Poiides of the General..Pl;m: · . 

MAINTAIN AND ENHANCE A SOUND AND DIVERSE EC::ONOMK J3ASE AND F!SCAL 
. STRUC'fuR.E FOR THE OTY. 

URBAN DESIGN ELEMENT 

OBJECTIVE1 
EMPHASIS· OE THE CHARACTERISTIC PATTERN WHICH GIVES TO TI-IE CITY AND ITS 
NEIGHBORHOODS AN IMAGE~ A SENSE OF PDRPOSE, AND A MEANS OF ORIENTATION. 

Policy 2.4 
Preserve notable landmarks and areas of historic, architectural or aesthetic value, and promote the 
pre.servation of other buildings and fratures that provid,e continuity wi_th paJ1t development. 

The prQposed Ordinance will partner a financial inc~Hve that with local designation to- encourage the 
protection ofhistoric and cuNttra1 resources associated with San Praneiseo and its communities. 

Policy 2 .. 5 
Use earn in remodeling of older buildings, .in order to enharice rather .than weaken the original 
mar;;i.der of sµ.ehb.uildings. 

The proposed Ordinance will provide a financial i11centive for newly designated properties to leverage 
resources for vhe care of rehabilitating these important historic and cultural assets_ , 

5. Planning Code Secti1;m 101 Findings. The proposed amendments to the Planning Code are. 
co.nsiptent with the eight Priority Policies set fotth in Section 101.l(b) ofthe P:larining Code in that: 

1. That existing neighborhoo<;l-servmg . tetciil uses be preserved and enhanc~d and futu:re 
opporwnities fot re_sid~nt employment in and ownetshlp of such businesses enhanced; 

2 
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Resolution No. 1056 
May 15, 2019. 

CASE NO. 2019-00678(}PCA 
Mills Act Amendment 

The proposed Ordinance would not have a negative effect on neighborhood serving retail uses .and will 
not have a negative effect on opportunities for resident employment in and ownership of neighborhood­
serving retail. 

2. That existing Musing, and nei-ghbothood character be conserved and protected in orde.r to 
preserve the cultural and economic diversity of our neighborhoeds; 

The proposed Ordinanc;- i~o'uld not have a negative effect on housing or neighbtirhood character. 

3. That the City's supply of affordable housing be preserved and enhanced; 

The proposed Ordinmice would not have an adverse effect on the Cittj's supply of qffordable housing. 

4. That commuter tr;:iffic not impede MUNI transit service or overburden our streets or 
neighborhood par)dng; 

Thi; ptupvs-ed Ordi:nanc£ ~vvuld" nvt raSu!t in commuter traffic 1mpeding MLlNI transit service or 
overburdening the stn~~ts or neigh/;Jorhood parking. · 

!?,. That a diverse economic base be maintained by protecting our industrial and service sectors 
from displacement due to commercial ofnce development, and that fu.ture opportunities for 
.resident employment and ownership in these sectors be ~nhanced; 

The proposed Ordinance would not cause displacement of the industrial or service sector$ due to office 
development, and ftitur~ opportunities for resideM employment or ownership in these sectors would not 
be impaired. · 

6. That the City achieve th.e greatest possible preparedness to protect against ipjury and loss of life in an 
earthquake; - · 

The proposed Ordinance would: not hm1e an adverse effect ·an Citls preparedness against injurtj and 
· loss oflife in an earthquake. 

7. That the landmarks and historic buildings be preserved; 

The proposed Ordinance would not hazie air adverse effect on the City'$ Landmarks and hi$toric 
buildings. 

8. That our parks and open spa:c~ and their access to sunlight and vistas be protected from 
development; 

SAN FRANCISCO 

The proposed Ord{npmce wbuld 1iot have an adv.erse effect mt the City'.s parks and open space and their 
access to sunlight and vistas" 

PLANNING DIEPARTMIENT 3 
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Resolution No. 1056 
May 15, 2019 

CASE NO~ 2019-006789PCA 
Mills Act Am.endment 

NbW T,F:IEREFQRE l;lE IT JiESQL VED that the Commission hereby ADOPTS a recommendation for 
approval of the proposed Ordinance as described in this Resolution. 

;;l~~by efffily that the foregoing Re,oluHon was adopt:~km at its meOting on May 15, 

Cominisi;;i6n Secretary 

AYES: Hyland, Matsuda, Black, Pearlman, Johnck, Wolfram 

NOES: None 

A~SENT: Johns 

ADOPTED: Mayl5, 20l9 

SAN FRANCISCO . 
P,LANNING DEPARTMENT 4 
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City Hall 

BOARD of SUPERVISORS 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 

Planning Department 
Attn: John Rahaim 
1650 Mission Street, Ste. 400 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Dear Mr. Rahaim: 

May 6, 2019 

Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDDffTY No. 554-5227 

On April 9, 2019, Supervis'of Peskin.infroduced the fol!ovving proposed legisl~tion: 

File No.· 190391 

Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to allow applications for Mills 
Act contracts for historic properties to be filed concurrently with . 
applications for designation of the same properties; and affirming the 
Planning Department's determination under the California Environmental 
Quality Act. 

The proposed ordinance is being transmitted pursuant to the Rules of Order 3.22 for 
review and comment. The .ordinance is pending before the Land Use and 
Transportation Committee and will be scheduled for hearing upon receipt of your 
response. 

. Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board 

J.<r/r~ 
By: Erica Major, Assistant Clerk 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 

c: Scott Sanchez, Acting Deputy Zoning Administrator 
Corey Teague, Zoning Administrator 
Lisa Gibson, Environmental Review Officer 
Devyani Jain, Deputy Environmental Review Officer 
AnMarie Rodgers, Director of Citywide Planning 
Dan Sider, Director of Executive Programs 
Aaron Starr, Manager of Legislative Affairs 
Joy Navarrete, Environmental Planning 
Laura Lynch, Environmental Planning 
Tim ~rye, Principal Planner 
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. CityHall 

BOARD of SUPERVISORS 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 

· Planning Department 
Attn: John Rahaim 
1650 Mission Street, Ste. 400 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Dear Mr. Rahaim: 

May 6, 2019 

Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDDtrTY·No. 554-5227 

On April 9, 2019, Supervisor Peskin. introduced the following proposed legislation: · 

File No. 190391 

. Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to allow ·applications for Mills 
Act contracts for historic properties to be filed concurrently with 
applications for designation of the same properties; and affirming the 
Planning Department's determination under the California I;nvironmental 
Quality Act. · 

The proposed ordinance ·is being. transmitted pursuant to the. Rules of Order 3.22 for 
review and comment. The ordinance is pending befo(e the Land Use and · 
Transportation Committee and will be ischedyled for hearing upon receipt of your 
response. 

Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board 

J".~~ 
By: Erica Major, Assistant Clerk 

Land Use and Transportation Committee ,. 

c: Aaron Starr, Acting Manager. of Legislative Affairs 
Scott Sanchez, Zoning Administrator ' 
Sarah Jones, Chief, Major Environmental Analysis 
AnMarie Rodgers, Legislative Affairs 
Laura Lynch, Environmental Planning 
Joy Navarrete, Environmental Planning 
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City Hall 

BOARD of SUPERVISORS 
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5i27 

MEMORANDUM 
TO: · Jonas lonin, Di,rector of Commission Affairs, Historic Preservation 

Commission · · 

FROM: Erica Major, Assistant Clerk, Land Use and Transportation Committee 

DATE: April 17, 2019 

. SUBJECT: REFERRAL FROM BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
Land Use and Transportation Committee 

The Board of Supervisors' Land Use and Transportation Committee has received the 
following legislation, which is being referred fo the Historic Preservation Commission, 
pursuant to Charter, Section 4.135, for comment and recommendation. 

File No". 19039.1 

Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to allow applications for Mills 
Act contracts for historic properties to be filed concurrently with 
applications for designation of the same properties; and affirming the 
Planning Department's determination under the California Environmental 
Qua I ity Act. 

Please return this cover sheet with the Commission's response to me at the Board of 
Sup~rvisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA 
94102. 

c: John Rahaim, Director 
Scott Sanchez, Zoning Administrator 
Lisa Gibson, Environmental Review Officer 
Devyani Jain, Deputy Environmental Review Officer 
AnMarie Rodgers, Legislative Affairs 
Tim Frye, Preservation Coordinator 
Andrea Ruiz-Esquide, Deputy City Attorney 
Joy Navarrete, Major Environmental Analysis 
Georgia Powell, Planning Misc. Permits Routing 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

Lisa Gibson 
Environmental Review Officer 
Planning Department 
1650 Mission Street, Ste. 400 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Dear Ms. Gibson: 

April 17, 2019 

City Hall 
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5227 

File No. 190391 

On April 9, 2019, SupervisorPeskin introduced the following legislation: 

File No. 190391 

Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to allow applications for Mills Act 
.contracts for· historic properties to be filed concurrently with applications for 
designation of the same properties; and affirming the Planning Department's 
determination u_nder the California Environmental Quality Act. · 

This legislation is being transmitted to you for environmental review. 

Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board . 

~~1rlfn 
By:. Erica Major, Assistant Clerk 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 

Attachment 

c: Joy Navarrete, Environmental Planning 
Laura Lynch, Environmental Planning 
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Print Form . 

Introduction Form :! '.::. ·- l 

I hereby submit the following item for introduction (seleet only one): 

,.,, Time ~t\l\llP 
r i or!Me~i11g date. 

[{] 1. For reference to Committee. (An Ordinance, Resolution, Motion or Charter Amendment). 

D 2. Request for next printed agenda Without Reference to Committee. 

D 3. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee. 

D 4. Request for letter beginning :"Supervisor inquiries" 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-'------' 

D 5. City Attorney Request. 

D 6. Call File No. from Committee. 

D 7. Budget Analyst request (attached written motion). 

D ?·Substitute Legislation File }Jo .. 

. D 9. Reactivate File No. 
"---~~~~~~~~~~~---> 

D 10. Topic submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on 

Please check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following: 

D Small Business Commission D Youth Commission D Ethics Commission 

D Planning Commission D Building Inspection Commission 

Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use the Imperative Form. 

Sponsor( s): 

Peskin 

Subject: . 

[Administrative Code - Requirements for Mills Act Applications] 

The text is listed: 

Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to allow applications for Mills Act contracts for historic properties to 
be filed concurrently with applications for designation of the same properties; and affirming Pla ing 
Department's determination under the California Environmental Quality Act. 

Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor: 

For Clerk's Use Only 
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