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[Public Works Code - Street Tree Replacement]  

 
 

Ordinance amending the Public Works Code to require Public Works, with certain 

exceptions, to replace any street tree it has removed within 120 days; and affirming the 

Planning Department’s determination under the California Environmental Quality Act. 

 
 NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font. 

Additions to Codes are in single-underline italics Times New Roman font. 
Deletions to Codes are in strikethrough italics Times New Roman font. 
Board amendment additions are in double-underlined Arial font. 
Board amendment deletions are in strikethrough Arial font. 
Asterisks (*   *   *   *) indicate the omission of unchanged Code  
subsections or parts of tables. 

 
 

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco: 

 

Section 1.  CEQA Findings. 

The Planning Department has determined that the actions contemplated in this 

ordinance comply with the California Environmental Quality Act (California Public Resources 

Code Sections 21000 et seq.).  Said determination is on file with the Clerk of the Board of 

Supervisors in File No. ___ and is incorporated herein by reference.  The Board of 

Supervisors affirms this determination. 

 

Section 2.  Article 16 of the Public Works Code is hereby amended by revising Section 

806, to read as follows: 

SEC. 806.  PLANTING AND REMOVAL OF STREET TREES. 

(a)  Planting and Removal by the Department. 

(1)  Planting.  The Department may determine to plant a new climate 

appropriate Tree(s) in a Sidewalk or public right-of-way.  When the Department determines to 
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plant a new Street Tree(s), the Department will undertake Maintenance responsibility for such 

new Street Tree and shall send a courtesy Notice to the abutting property owner prior to 

Planting such new Tree.  Any objections to the proposed work must be submitted to the 

Director in writing and postmarked within 30 days after Notice by the Director.  The Director 

shall consider such objections and may hold a hearing, in the Director's discretion.  The 

Director's decision on the matter shall be final and nonappealable.  

(2)  Removal of Street Trees.  The Department may not cut down or remove a 

Street Tree, unless 30 days prior to the Removal date, the Department notifies all Interested 

San Francisco organizations and, to the extent practical, all owners and occupants of 

properties that are on or across from the block face where the affected Tree is located.  In 

addition, 30 days prior to the Removal date, the Department shall post a notice on the 

affected Tree. 

(3)  Appeal of Tree Removal. 

(A)  If within 30 days after the giving of Notice for Street Tree Removal, 

as specified in Subsection (a)(2), or if within 15 days after the giving of notice for Removal of a 

hazard Street Tree, as specified in Subsection (a)(4), any Person files with the Department 

written objections to the Removal, the Director shall hold a hearing to consider public 

testimony concerning the proposed Tree Removal. Written Notice of the date, time, and place 

of the hearing shall be posted on the affected Tree, provided in a newspaper of general 

circulation, and sent to the objecting party, the owner of the property abutting the affected 

Tree, and all Interested San Francisco organizations, not less than seven days prior thereto.  

(B)  The Director shall issue his or her written decision and order on the 

objections after the public hearing specified above. 

(C)  The Director's decision shall be final and appealable to the Board of 

Appeals. 
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(4)  Removal of Hazard Street Trees. 

(A)  No hHazard Street Tree shall be cut down or removed by the 

Department unless: 

(i)  The Department gives 15 days' prior written Notice to the 

owner of the property abutting the affected Tree; and 

(ii)  Fifteen days prior to the Removal date, the Department notifies 

all Interested San Francisco organizations and, to the extent practical, owners and occupants 

of properties that are on or across the block face where the affected Tree is located. In 

addition, 15 days prior to the Removal date, the Department shall post a notice on the 

affected Tree.  

(B)  Hazard Street Tree shall have the same meaning as Hazard Tree in 

Section 802 except that a hHazard Street Tree is located within the public right-of-way.  

(5)  Emergency Removal.  In the case of manifest danger and immediate 

necessity, as determined by the Director, the Department may remove any Street Tree 

immediately.  After such emergency Removal, the Department shall provide Notice of the 

necessity for such action to the owner of the property abutting the affected Tree, all Interested 

San Francisco organizations and, to the extent practical, all owners and occupants of 

properties that are on or across from the block face where the affected Tree was removed. 

(6)  Replacement of Street Trees.  If the Department removes a Street Tree under this 

subsection (a), the Department shall replace the Street Tree at the same location within 120 days of its 

removal, with the following exceptions and qualifications. 

(A)  If the Department removed a Street Tree and cannot replace it in the same 

location due to accessibility requirements or interference with underground utilities, the Department 

shall plant a new Street Tree in a new location as close as reasonably possible to the location of the 

Street Tree that the Department removed. 
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(B)  The Department shall not be required to replace a Street Tree, if a private 

party has agreed to plant and Maintain a new Street Tree at the same location, under Section 805(c). 

* * * * 

 

Section 3.  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after 

enactment.  Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor returns the 

ordinance unsigned or does not sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it, or the Board 

of Supervisors overrides the Mayor’s veto of the ordinance.   

 

Section 4.  Scope of Ordinance.  In enacting this ordinance, the Board of Supervisors 

intends to amend only those words, phrases, paragraphs, subsections, sections, articles, 

numbers, punctuation marks, charts, diagrams, or any other constituent parts of the Municipal 

Code that are explicitly shown in this ordinance as additions, deletions, Board amendment 

additions, and Board amendment deletions in accordance with the “Note” that appears under 

the official title of the ordinance.   

 

 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney 
 
 
By:   
 ANDREW SHEN 
 Deputy City Attorney 
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