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M E M O R A N D U M 

 
TO: Deborah Raphael, Director, Department of the Environment 
 William Scott, Police Chief, Police Department 
 Tom Maguire, Interim Executive Director, Municipal Transportation 

Agency 
 Jeanine Nicholson, Chief, Fire Department 
 John Rahaim, Director, Planning Department 
 Tom Hui, Director, Department of Building Inspection 
 Jose Cisneros, Treasurer, Office of the Treasurer and Tax Collector 
 Julie Rosenberg, Executive Director, Board of Appeals 

 
FROM: Erica Major, Assistant Clerk, Land Use and Transportation Committee 
 
DATE:  September 18, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: SUBSTITUTE LEGISLATION INTRODUCED 

 
The Board of Supervisors’ Land Use and Transportation Committee has received the 
following proposed substitute legislation, introduced by Mayor Breed on September 10, 
2019: 
 

File No.  190793-2 
 

Ordinance amending the Environment Code to require commercial parking 
lots and garages with more than 100 parking spaces to install electric 
vehicle charging equipment; amending the Police Code to add compliance 
with the new requirement as a condition of existing as well as future 
permits for commercial parking lots and garages; and affirming the 
Planning Department’s determination under the California Environmental 
Quality Act. 

 
 
If you have comments or reports to be included with the file, please forward them to me 
at the Board of Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San 
Francisco, CA 94102 or by email at: erica.major@sfgov.org.  
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c: Peter Gallotta, Department of the Environment 
 Charles Sheehan, Department of the Environment 
 Rowena Carr, Police Department 
 Asja Steeves, Police Department 
 Deirdre Hussey, Police Department 
 Sergeant Rachael Kilshaw, Police Department 
 Kate Breen, Municipal Transportation Agency 
 Janet Martinsen, Municipal Transportation Agency 
 Joel Ramos, Municipal Transportation Agency 
 Theresa Ludwig, Fire Department 
 Scott Sanchez, Planning Department 
 Corey Teague, Planning Department 
 Lisa Gibson, Planning Department 
 Devyani Jain, Planning Department 
 AnMarie Rodgers, Planning Department 
 Dan Sider, Planning Department 
 Aaron Starr, Planning Department 
 Joy Navarrete, Planning Department 
 Laura Lynch, Planning Department 
 William Strawn, Department of Building Inspection 
 Carolyn Jayin, Department of Building Inspection 
 Amanda Kahn Fried, Office of the Treasurer and Tax Collector 
 Gary Cantara, Board of Appeals 
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REVISED LEGISLATIVE DIGEST 
(Substituted, 9/10/2019) 

 
[Environment, Police Codes - Electric Vehicle Charging in Commercial Parking] 
 
Ordinance amending the Environment Code to require commercial parking lots and 
garages with more than 100 parking spaces to install electric vehicle charging 
equipment; amending the Police Code to add compliance with the new requirement as 
a condition of existing as well as future permits for commercial parking lots and 
garages; and affirming the Planning Department’s determination under the California 
Environmental Quality Act. 
 

Existing Law 
 
Existing law requires commercial parking lots and garages to obtain a permit to operate from 
the Chief of Police.  Current law does not require installation of electric vehicle charging 
equipment in commercial parking lots and garages. 
 

Amendments to Current Law 
 
The proposed ordinance would amend the Environment Code to require commercial parking 
lots and garages on privately owned land with more than 100 parking spaces to install electric 
vehicle charging stations by January 1, 2023.  A commercial parking lot or garage must install 
Level 2 charging electric vehicle stations at 10% of available parking spaces.  Alternatively, 
the commercial parking lot or garage may install two or more fast charging electric vehicle 
stations, depending on the number of parking spaces at the commercial parking lot or garage, 
or may install functionally equivalent electric vehicle charging services such as battery 
swapping technology that meet certain requirements.  The Director of the Department of the 
Environment (“Director”) may grant a full or partial waiver from the requirement based on (1) 
the inability of the existing utility infrastructure to supply sufficient electricity, (2) site conditions 
rendering compliance technically infeasible, or (3) the inability of the commercial parking lot or 
garage to locate a partner to install, maintain, and operate the infrastructure at minimal or no 
cost, despite good faith efforts.  The waivers expire after a period of time, and the commercial 
parking garage or lot must either come into compliance or seek a new waiver.  
 
The proposed ordinance authorizes the Director to issue administrative citations to 
commercial parking lots or garages that fail to comply with the requirements.  The Director is 
also authorized to issue regulations necessary for implementation and enforcement.  
 
The proposed ordinance amends the Police Code to modify the permitting program for 
commercial parking lots and garages by requiring compliance with the new electric vehicle 
charging provisions of the Environment Code as a permit condition.  
 
 


