File No. 190952 .~ Committee ltem No.

Board ltem No. 24

COMMITTEE/BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
AGENDA PACKET CONTENTS LIST

Committee: ' Date: . '
Board of Supervisors Meeting Date: September 24, 2019
Cmte Board
[l T[] Motion
1 X  Resolution
[ 1 T[] Ordinance
[1 [ Legislative Digest ,
1 [0 Budgetand Legislative Analyst Report
[[1 [  Youth Commission Report
[T X Introduction Form ,
[1] [ Department/Agency Cover Letter and/or Report
1 [l wmou ’
[1 [] GrantInformation Form
[l [l GrantBudget
[1 [ Subcontract Budget
[l [ Contract/Agreement
[ [1 AwardLetter =~
[l [ Application
[l [ Public Correspondence
OTHER
L [
HEE
L1 O
L1 O
1
Prepared by: _Brent Jalipa Date: _September 19, 2019
Prepared by: ‘ Date:

1819



-

o © o ~N o o 9~ W N

FILE NO. 190952 RESOLUTION NO.

[Urging the United States Census Bureau to Provide Non-English Paper Questionnaires '
for Language Groups of 100,000 or More]

Resolution urging the United States Census Bureau to provide non-English paper
questionnaires for language gro.ups of 100,000 or more in the United States

during the 2020 Census, including Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese and Russian.

WHEREAS, The decennial Census is one of the cornerstones of America’s
democracy, and a full and -Qom‘piete count is crucial to ensuring accurate political
representation and an equitable distribution of federal and‘other resources; and

WHEREAS, Inadequate language support services will lead to decreased

response retes and incomplete and inaccurate responses in Hard—to—Couni (HTC) and

Limited English Proficient (LEP) populations; and

WHEREAS, Although the United States (U.S.) Census Bureau plans for the 2020
Census to include the online questionnaire and telephonic support in'tweive non-English
languages, the agency has also decided to eliminate printed questionnaires in a number
of ianguages,-includingv Chinese, Korean, Vi‘etnamese and Russian, disproportionately
impacting low-income, LEP communities with limited internet connectivity; and

WHEREAS, The US Census Bnreau chose to eliminete printed non-English
qnestionnaires despite the agency having already tested such quee’tionnaire_s, and
despite the agency having testified at the House Oversight Committee that there
remains $1.2 billion in unspent funds allocated towards Questionnaire Assistance
Centers; and |

WHEREAS, ltis notable that this elimination of non-English paper questiOnnaires
is a departure from past practice, as the U.S. Census Bureau in 2010 provided paper
copies of the Census in Engiish and by request in Spanish, Korean, Chinese,

Vietnamese and Russian; and

Supervisors Fewer; Walton, Yee, Peskin, Brown, Ronen, Mandelman, Mar, Haney
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WHEREAS, The elimination of non-English printed questionnaires will result in a
disproportionate and adverse impact in California, where 27% of the population is born
outside the United States; and

WHEREAS, The Bay Area, where residents speak over 160 different languages,
will acutely experience this adverse impact, resulting in a likely undercount of LEP and
HTC populations and the loss of Congressional representation, billions of dollars in
federal funding, and access to servi;:e‘s and civil rights protections, as well as the
distortion of electoral districts and undermining of our democracy; and

| WHEREAS, In San Francisco, 44% 'of our 850,000 residents speak a language
other than English at home, 35% are immigrants, and 26% of residents speak an Asian |
language at home: and

WHEREAS, The Office of Civic Engagement and Immigrant Affairs is
cvoordinating San Francisco’é 2020 Census outreach activities, and coordinating with a
multitude of stakeholders to ensure residents are well informed about and actively
engaged in the Censgs, with a particular focus on the city’s HTC and vulnerable
populations; now, therefore, be it .

' RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors urges the U.S. Census Bureau to
reinstate the usé of paper questionnaires for the 2020 Census in non-kEnglish languages
for Language Groups.of 100,000 or more in the United States; and, be it

FURTHER RESOL\/ED, That the Board of Supervisors urges California’s state

and federal legislative leaders to take action and compel the U.S. Census Bureau to

reverse its course; and, be it

- SupervisorsrFewer;Walton,,Yee,Eeskin,,Brown,:Ronen,Mandelman, Mar, Haney
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FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors urges California’s
Congressional leaders to author and support a Congressional resolution urging the

Census Bureau to rhake»available non-English paper questionnaires for language

groups that meet the threshold of 10_0,000 or more households in the Uhited States.

Supervisors Fewer; Walton, Yee, Peskin, Brown, Ronen, Mande!mén, Mar, Haney
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hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one):

] 1. For reference to Committee. (An Ordinance, Resolution, Motion or Chalter Amendment)
V] 2. Request for next printed agenda Without Refer ence to Committee.

] 3. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee.

-] 4. Request for letter beginning :"Supervisor

inquirtes”
| ] 5. City Attorney Request. |
[ ] 6. Call File No. from Committee.
[ ] 7. Budget Analyst requeét (attached written motion). |
[7] 3. Substitute Legislation File No.
[ ] 9. Reactivate File No.|
L1 10. Topic submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on
. case check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the fellowing:
[ ]Small Business Commission . . [ ] Youth Commission " []Ethics Commission

[ ]Planning Commission’ | |Building Inspection Commission

Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use the Imperative Form.

Sponsor(s):

Fewer, Walton, Yee, Peskin, Brown, Ronen, Mandelman, Mar, Haney

Subject:

Urging the U.S. Census Bureau to Provide Non-English Paper Questmnnalres for Language Groups of 100,000 or
more in the United States '

The text is listed:

Resolution urging the U.S. Census Bureau to Provide Non- English Paper Ques‘aonneures for Language Groups of
100,000 or more in the United States during the 2020 Census, including Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese and Russian.

Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor:

™ Clerk's Use Only

1823



1824



