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Planning Commission
Resolution No. 20586

HEARING QATE DECEMBER 5, 2019

Record Number: 2016-013312GPA

Project Address: 542-550 Howard Street (Transbay Parcel F)

Initiated by: Planning Commission

Staff Contact: Nicholas Foster, AICP, LEED GA

nicholas.foster@sfgov.org, (415) 575-9167

Reviewed by: Aaron D. Starr, Manager of Legislative Affairs

aaron.starr@sf  ~ov.org, (415) 558-6362

1650 Mission St.
Suite 400
San Francisco,
CA 94103-2479

Reception:
415.558.6378

Fax:
415.558.6409

Planning
Information:
415.558.6377

RESOLUTION TO INITIATE AN AMENDMENT TO THE GENERAL PLAN, PURSUANT TO
PLANNING CODE 340, INCLUDING REVISONS TO FIGURE 1 OF THE TRANSIT CENTER
DISTRICT SUBAREA PLAN AND MAP 1 AND MAP 5 OF THE DOWNTOWN AREA PLAN.

WHEREAS, Section 4.105 of the Charter of the City and County of San Francisco mandates that the

Planning Commission shall periodically recommend to the Board of Supervisors for approval or rejection

proposed amendments to the General Plan; and

WHEREAS, The General Plan consists of goals, policies and programs for the future physical

development of the City and County of San Francisco that take into consideration social, economic and

environmental factors; and

WHEREAS, The General Plan shall be periodically amended in response to changing physical, social,

economic, environmental or legislative conditions; and

WHEREAS, Section 340 of the Planning Code of the City and County of San Francisco provides that an

amendment to the General Plan may be initiated by the Planning Commission upon an application by

one or more property owners, residents or commercial lessees, or their authorized agents; and

WHEREAS, Parcel F Owner, LLC ("Project Sponsor") has filed an application requesting amendments to

the General Plan, Planning Code, and Zoning Maps to facilitate the construction of a mixed-use project

known as the Transbay Parcel FMixed-Use Project ("Project"); and

WHEREAS, the Project is located on approximately 0.74 acres of land (Assessor's Block 3721, Lots 016,

135,136, and 138); and

WHEREAS, the Project helps implement the vision of the Downtown and Transit Center District Plans

through the construction of 165 dwelling units, 189 hotel rooms, and approximately 274,000 square feet of

office space located directly across from the Salesforce Transit Center, and within walking distance of the

Downtown Core; and
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WHEREAS, the Project Site is encumbered by the placement of an underground train box that will

facilitate future rail service at the adjacent Salesforce Transit Center, current zoning does not

accommodate the Project at the height and density required for the creation of new housing or job

opportunities. The Project Sponsor proposes to address the impediment of this site constraint through

companion legislation addressing Planning Code Text and Map Amendments for the Project Site; and

WHEREAS, the proposed Ordinance is intended to resolve the aforementioned issues by amending

Figure 1 of the of the Transit Center District Subarea Plan and Map 1 and Map 5 of the Downtown Area

Plan to facilitate the Project; and

WHEREAS, a Proposed Ordinance has been drafted in order to make the necessary amendments to the

General Plan to implement the Project. T'he Office of the City Attorney has approved the Proposed

Ordinance as to form; and

WHEREAS, this General Plan Amendment Initiation is covered by Sari Francisco Planning Commission

Motion No. 18628, Final Environmental Impact Report certification for the Transit Center District Plan

("FEIR") and the August 27, 2019 Planning Department issuance of a Community Plan Evaluation

("CPE") determining that the environmental effects of the Project, including the actions contemplated

herein, were adequately analyzed in the FEIR and that no further environmental review is required in

accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA", California Public Resources Code

Sections 21000 et seq.) and Administrative Code Chapter 31; and

WHEREAS, the Commission has heard and considered the testimony presented to it at the public hearing

and has further considered written materials and oral testimony presented on behalf of Planning

Department staff and other interested parties; and

WHEREAS, all pertinent documents may be found in the files of the Planning Department Comrlission

Secretary as the Custodian of Records, at 1650 Mission Street, Suite 400, San Francisco; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to Planning_ Code Section 340, the Planning

Commission adopts a Resolution to initiate an amendment to the General Plan of the City and County of

San Francisco, in order to implement the propcsed Project; and

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that pursuant to Plaruling Code Section 306.3, the Commission

authorizes the Department to provide appropriate notice for a public hearing to consider the above

referenced General Plan amendments contained in the draft ordinance, approved as to form by the City

Attorney in Exhibit A, to be considered at a publicly noticed hearing on or after January 9, 2020.
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I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Commission at its meeting on
December 5, 2019.

Jonas P. Ionin

Commission Secretary

AYES: Diamond, Fung, Johnson, Koppel, Melgar, Moore

NOES: None

ABSENT: Richards

ADOPTED: December 5, 2019

SAN FRANCISCO 3
PLANNING DEPARTMENT



.~ Y ?r
F


