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FILE NO. 200247 RESOLUTION NO.

[Urging a Full Pardon of Sakhone Lasaphangthong and.Somdeng “Danny” Thongsy]

 Resolution urging the Honorable Gavin Newsem Governor of California, to grant

Sakhone Lasaphangthong and Somdeng “Danny” Thongsy a full pardon to allow them

to remain in the Umted States

WHEREAé The American War in Southeast Asia (Vietnam War/Secret War) resulted
in refugee resettlement to the Umted States of people from Laos, including people from the
Hmong Lao, Vietnamese, Cambodian, Lu- Mlen Khmu and other ethnic mmorlty groups and

| WHEREAS, Many of the same refugees have been served deportatlon orders, some
who have no family ties, do not speak the language, or have never lived in Laos; and if
deported would face marginalization, violence, or death; and |
; WHEREAS, Sakhone Lesaphangthong was born in War~torn Laos, Wae separated from
four out of his-nine siblings at the ege of 5, and lived at a refugee carnp in Thailand for ’rwo
years before arriving in the United States to California; and

- WHEREAS, Lasaphangthong experienced the trauma of war in Laos, grew up when

“tough-on-crime” policies criminalized eommunities of Color resu!ti'ng in mass incarceration
and children serving life sentences, and wound up in the criminal justice systern at age 22 for
second degree nﬁurder; and '

WHEREAS, While incarcerated for 20 years of a BO;year sentence before being
grénted ‘parole, Lesaphangthong transformed his life, devoting his fime to education, attaining’
three associate degrees in soeial and behavioral science, general business, and American
studies; leve‘rag'ing his status among other prisoners to convince them to join;the college

program, increasing the attendance from 4 to 300; and
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WHEREAS, Following his release, Lasaphangthong.made numerous positive

contributions to his community and society, moving to San Francisco, working as an

Ambassador for Asian Prieoner Support Committee and Housing-Manager for Family Bridges,

: cleaning streets in Oakland Chinatown and connecting homeless individ'uals with resources,

and spearheading a Campaign to successfully. move 38 individuals from the streets into the
Oak Street Community Cabins; and ,, |
WHEREAS, Lasaphangthong is facing imminent deportatlon to Laos, away from his

home in the United States to a country he fled as a small child; and

WHEREAS, Somdeng “Danny” Thongsy was born in a refugee camp in Thailand after:
“his family fled the war in Laos and later resettled in Stockton California; and - |

WHEREAS, Thongsy experienced the traumas of war in 'Laos the violent death of his

brother grewing up in an impoverished neighborhood, and wound up incarcerated as a minor
at the age of 17 for second degree murder; and

WHEREAS, While incarcerated for more than 20 years, Thongsy-transformed hie life,
incurring no dieciplinary record throughout prison, graduating with a highv school and college

degree, joining and faoititating numerous self-help programs, mentoring others to make .

‘ pbsitive choices, finding spiritualtty and becoming active in chapel programs and religious

. studies, advocating With.Kids Creating Awareness Together (Kid CAT), helping pass

California’s Senate Bill (SB) 260 and SB261 Fair Sentencing for Youth, to give youth impacted

'by the Cnmlnat Justlce system a fair Chanoe of parole; and . ‘ |
WHEREAS FoHowxng his release Thongsy made numerous posmve contributions to

his community and society, beginning a fetlowsnlpvat Asian Americans Advancing Justice —

Asian Law Caucus (AAJC-ALC) as a Yuri Kochiyama Fellow, engaging in commiunity

~ outreach as a member of the Asian Prisoner Support Committee, being active in his church

community and interfaith organizations, velunteering extensivety in the Bay Area helping With
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re-entry support and teaching origami to youth, attending leadership workshops and ..

conferences, and promoting community justice and safety as a Campaigner/Coordinator at
the Justice Reinvestment Coalition of Alameda County; and |
WHEREAS, Thongsy is facing imminent deportation to Laos, a country he has never

set foot in because of his immigration status, and the United States is the only country he has

known'given that he arrived here as a reﬂjgee when he was 2 years old; and'

WHEREAS, Pardon is one of the oh.ly ways to prevent deportaﬁgn, and would give
Lasaphangthong and Thongsy the chance to remain in the United States and remain-as
cohtr.ibuting members of soaiety; and | |

WHERE‘AS, On April 2, 2019, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors unanimously
passed Flle No. 190320, which is a resolution respeotfully urging the Trump Administration to
stop the massive deportatlon of rehabilitated formerly moaroerated Southeast Asian natlonals
now, therefore, be it

"RESOLVED, That the City and County of San Francisca supports an immiération

system that keeps families together and does not determine a person’s value by their .

" immigration status or whether they have been incarcerated; and, be it

FURTHER RESQLVED, That the City and County of San Fran_éisco condemns the
deportation of Southeast Asian refugees in the United States, espeCAially ethnic ‘minorities, and
does not support the removal of Lasaphangthong and Thongsy from the U.S.; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Board of Supervisoré requests that

Governor Gavin Newsom pardon Sakhone Lasaphangthong and Somdeng “Danny” Thongsy

s0 they can remain in their homes in the United States and continue to improve our

community; and, be it , A
FURTHER RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Board of Superwsors herby dlreots

the Clerk of the Board fo transmlt ooples to Federal and State Representatlves in San

Supervisors_Mar;-Preston,-Haney, Walton. _____ . ____ ;___.___'_A,_ s
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- Francisco with a request to take all action necessary to achieve the objectives of this

Resolution

Supervisors-Mar;-Preston;,-Haney, Walton__. - e e _-;; — ;
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Print Form

Introduction Form | RECEIYED oe
: BGARO pgi"s:éé‘(‘:lsicg
By a Member of the Board of Supervisors or Mayor ) SAHTHRA )
’ : : ~ W aTe
(3R PH 2000
I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one): S, meefing date A .

[ ] 1. Forreference to Committee. (An Ordinance, Resolution; Motion or Charter Ameifldment).
2. Request for next printed agenda Without Reference to Committee.

3. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee.

4. Réquest for letter beginning :"Supervisor . o : inquiries“

5. City Attorney Request.

6. Call File No. ' from Committee.

7. Budget Analyst request-(attached written motion).

8. Substitute Legislation File No.

9. Reaétivate File No.

Ooooo0oooon

10. Topic submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS oﬁ '

Please check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following: -

[ ]Small Business Commission 1 Youth Conﬁinission O Ethlcs Commission
| [ ]Planning Commission . [ |Building Inspectlon Commlssmn
Note: For the Imperaﬁve Agend:; (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use the Imperative Form.
Sponsor(s): | |

Mar , Preston, Haney .-
Subject: o

Urging a Full Pardori of Sakhone Lasaphangthong and Somdeﬁg “Danny” Thongsy

The tex’c is hsted

Resolution urging the Honorable Gavm ‘Newsom, Governor of Callforma to grant Sakhone Lasaphangthong and
Somdeng “Danny Thongsy a full pardon to allow them to remain in the United States.

Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor:| e\

For Clerk's Use Only
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