From: Paul Guermonprez

To: BOS Legislation, (BOS)

Subject: Support of Appeal of CEQA Exemption Determination - 2651-2653 Octavia Street — File # 200284
Date: Thursday, July 23, 2020 11:43:24 AM

Attachments: BOS in support of Appeal File200284.pdf

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

To: SF Board of Supervisors

bos.leqislation@sfgov.org

Re: Support of Appeal of CEQA Exemption Determination - 2651-2653 Octavia Street —
File # 200284

July 22, 2020

| am writing as president of the 2634 Octavia HOA. We are concerned neighbors and
community members in opposition of the vertical and horizontal additions to the property at
2651-2653 Octavia as they will negatively impact an historic and treasured neighborhood
and city resource.

The historic Beaux-Arts library at 1801 Green Street underwent significant renovation in
October 2012 to achieve LEED Gold certification with major infrastructure improvements as
well improvements of the facility for public use. This was accomplished at great taxpayer
expense in the amount of 8.5 million as well as significant private money contributions by
residents in the neighborhood. The neighborhood supported the San Francisco Public
Library stated goal to ensure that this library, one of the most important anchors of our
neighborhood, has an environment that is a positive, healthy model of the larger community
ecosystem as part of the SFPL/Green Stack strategy.

The building has new south facing high performance windows controlling solar heat
exchange and a new photovoltaic system on the south facing roof providing 25% of the
library’s energy needs. The primary source of light into the building comes from the south
facing windows and the proposed additions to 2651-2653 Octavia would obstruct the
daylight needed to maintain interior light levels and low cost operation of the library. Light
into the main reading room interior of the building would be undermined, rendering the solar
panels and windows much less effective and potentially useless.

By compromising light into the main reading room, the proposed project would change the
visitor experience to the library considerably. The grand scale of the library reading room is
one of San Francisco’s great neighborhood gems.

As neighborhood residents who frequent the library, appreciate the character it lends to the
neighborhood and the city and want our next generations to have the same bright, safe and
enlightening experiences we had in libraries growing up, the project would impact the
library by:

1. Infringing on the natural light to the main reading room of the Library, as well as
light to the staff office spaces, changing the experience of the library interior for its
many daily users and numerous staff. The current configuration of 2651-2653
Octavia Street building already blocks some light into the east end of the Library.
Blockage of sunlight to the heat controlling windows will alter the character of the



interior space permanently to the detriment of the public users.

2. Negatively impact the function of the solar panels and south facing heat
controlling windows, which were funded with significant public investment, to make
the Library more energy efficient. Together they provide 25% of the Library’s energy
and significantly reduce the building’s operating cost. The proposed project would
likely impact the energy cost to the Library, possibly impacting the Library’s overall
budget each year

3. The Library is open (in normal times!) six days a week and is a prime example of
how a public space can provide immeasurable benefits to our community. These
benefits extend well beyond loaning books, periodicals and other media to the public
at no cost. The Library is also a community center for a diverse population ranging
from infants to school-aged children to seniors, and everyone in between. There’s
an extraordinarily rich schedule of free programming for all ages, including story
time, music and movement classes, technology instruction, crafting, film nights, and
STEM courses. There are also ample free resources and services available to
visitors including laptops, software, printers and private meeting space. Clearly, the
Library is one of our best neighborhood examples of a public good and serves as a
center for residents and visitors to the neighborhood.

I hope the BOS will think carefully before allowing renovations to a private residence that
would have negative impact on an historic, treasured, community PUBLIC resource.

Thank you for your consideration.
Paul Guermonprez

President of the 2634 Octavia HOA
2634 Octavia St, apt 1
Paul.guermonprez@gmail.com



To: SF Board of Supervisors
bos.legislation@sfgov.org

Re: Support of Appeal of CEQA Exemption Determination - 2651-2653 Octavia Street —
File # 200284

July 22, 2020

| am writing as president of the 2634 Octavia HOA. We are concerned neighbors and
community members in opposition of the vertical and horizontal additions to the property at
2651-2653 Octavia as they will negatively impact an historic and treasured neighborhood and
city resource.

The historic Beaux-Arts library at 1801 Green Street underwent significant renovation in October
2012 to achieve LEED Gold certification with major infrastructure improvements as

well improvements of the facility for public use. This was accomplished at great taxpayer
expense in the amount of 8.5 million as well as significant private money contributions by
residents in the neighborhood. The neighborhood supported the San Francisco Public Library
stated goal to ensure that this library, one of the most important anchors of our neighborhood,
has an environment that is a positive, healthy model of the larger community ecosystem as part
of the SFPL/Green Stack strategy.

The building has new south facing high performance windows controlling solar heat exchange
and a new photovoltaic system on the south facing roof providing 25% of the library’s energy
needs. The primary source of light into the building comes from the south facing windows

and the proposed additions to 2651-2653 Octavia would obstruct the daylight needed to
maintain interior light levels and low cost operation of the library. Light into the main reading
room interior of the building would be undermined, rendering the solar panels and windows
much less effective and potentially useless.

By compromising light into the main reading room, the proposed project would change the
visitor experience to the library considerably. The grand scale of the library reading room is one
of San Francisco’s great neighborhood gems.

As neighborhood residents who frequent the library, appreciate the character it lends to the
neighborhood and the city and want our next generations to have the same bright, safe and
enlightening experiences we had in libraries growing up, the project would impact the library by:

1. Infringing on the natural light to the main reading room of the Library, as well as light to
the staff office spaces, changing the experience of the library interior for its many daily
users and numerous staff. The current configuration of 2651-2653 Octavia Street
building already blocks some light into the east end of the Library. Blockage of sunlight
to the heat controlling windows will alter the character of the interior space permanently
to the detriment of the public users.

2. Negatively impact the function of the solar panels and south facing heat controlling
windows, which were funded with significant public investment, to make the Library more
energy efficient. Together they provide 25% of the Library’s energy and significantly



reduce the building’s operating cost. The proposed project would likely impact the
energy cost to the Library, possibly impacting the Library’s overall budget each year

3. The Library is open (in normal times!) six days a week and is a prime example of how a
public space can provide immeasurable benefits to our community. These benefits
extend well beyond loaning books, periodicals and other media to the public at no cost.
The Library is also a community center for a diverse population ranging from infants to
school-aged children to seniors, and everyone in between. There’s an extraordinarily
rich schedule of free programming for all ages, including story time, music and
movement classes, technology instruction, crafting, film nights, and STEM courses.
There are also ample free resources and services available to visitors including laptops,
software, printers and private meeting space. Clearly, the Library is one of our best
neighborhood examples of a public good and serves as a center for residents and
visitors to the neighborhood.

I hope the BOS will think carefully before allowing renovations to a private residence that would
have negative impact on an historic, treasured, community PUBLIC resource.

Thank you for your consideration.
Paul Guermonprez

President of the 2634 Octavia HOA
2634 Octavia St, apt 1

Paul.guermonprez@gmail.com



From: Bridget Maley

To: BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: Appeal of CEQA Exemption - 2651-2653 Octavia Street - Hearing July 28, 2020
Date: Thursday, July 23, 2020 11:35:31 AM

Attachments: Maley Ltr July 23 2020 CEQA Appeal 2651-53 Octavia Street.pdf

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

To Whom it May Concern - See the attached letter and photographs regarding the Appeal of
the CEQA Exemption for 2651-2653.

Thank you,

Bridget Maley

1715 Green Street

San Francisco Ca 94123

Bridget Maey
bridget.mal mail.com



Bridget Maley
1715 Green Street
San Francisco, Ca 94123

July 23, 2020

Angela Calvillo

Clerk of the Board

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall, Room 244

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Appeal of San Francisco Planning Department CEQA Categorical Exemption for 2651-2653 Octavia
Street, Case No. 2018-011022PRJ (Block 0554/L0ot002)

Dear Ms. Calvillo:

When the CEQA Categorical Exemption for the above project was issued, the Planning Department
(Department) failed to take into account if the project would result in any impacts to the Golden Gate
Valley Branch of San Francisco Public Library at 1801 Green Street, just to the north of the subject
property. The Department did not provide any publicly accessible, detailed analysis of impacts to the
Library by the proposed adjacent project. The department did not complete an Historic Resources
Evaluation Part 2 to apply the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic
Properties and assess impacts to the adjacent Library. Second, the Shadow Analysis provided by the
project applicant, and included in the Discretionary Review Packet provided to the Planning
Commissioners for the February 6, 2020 meeting, is dated December 1, 2019, post-dating the
Categorical Exemption of September 5, 2019. How could this analysis have been factored into the
Categorical Exemption or have provided any guidance of the Planning Department’s analysis if it was
submitted AFTER the Categorical Exemption? | have attached several photographs (on two supplemental
pages) that illustrate how the south facing windows that provide natural light into the library reading room,
a character-defining feature of this Landmark-eligible historic resource.

In its response to the above referenced appeal, the Planning Department issued a response dated July
20, 2020 and included Appendix C, a Historic Preservation Review Memo, dated July 12, 2020. Why is
this memo being provided now? Would it not be more appropriate to issue such a memorandum or a Part
Il Historic Resources Evaluation in tandem with the issuance of the Categorical Exemption so that the
public could have understand how the Department determined that there were no impacts to the Library,
a known historic resource?

Procedurally, the CEQA Categorical Exemption was issued without benefit of the Historic Preservation
Review included in the City’s Response to this appeal and dated July 12, 2020.

Sincerely,

‘}1/7 @%&—

Bridget Maley



Photographs showing how natural light floods the library interior space.
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Above: Golden Gate Valley Branch Library, interior looking southwest, 2012 after
renovation. (Source: TEF Design).

Below: Golden Gate Valley Branch Library, interior looking east, 2012 after renovation.
The subject building which would be increased in size is visible. (Source: TEF Design).




Photographs showing how natural light floods the library interior space.
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Above: Golden Gate Valley Branch Library, interior looking south, 2012 after renovation, the subject building
which would be increased in size is visible. (Source: TEF Design).

Below: Golden Gate Valley Branch Library, interior looking south out windows showing relationship with
adjacent building, 2012 after renovation. (Source: TEF Design).




From: Letitia Yang

To: BOS Legislation. (BOS)
Subject: Re: Support of Appeal of CEQA Exemption Determination - 2651-2653 Octavia Street — File # 200284
Date: Thursday, July 23, 2020 10:59:29 AM

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

I am writing as a concerned neighbor and community member in opposition of the vertical
and horizontal additions to the property at 2651-2653 Octavia as they will negatively impact
an historic and treasured neighborhood and city resource.

The historic Beaux-Arts library at 1801 Green Street underwent significant renovation in
October 2012 to achieve LEED Gold certification with major infrastructure improvements as
well improvements of the facility for public use. This was accomplished at great taxpayer
expense in the amount of 8.5 million as well as significant private money contributions by
residents in the neighborhood. The neighborhood supported the San Francisco Public
Library stated goal to ensure that this library, one of the most important anchors of our
neighborhood, has an environment that is a positive, healthy model of the larger community
ecosystem as part of the SFPL/Green Stack strategy.

The building has new south facing high performance windows controlling solar heat
exchange and a new photovoltaic system on the south facing roof providing 25% of the
library’s energy needs. The primary source of light into the building comes from the south
facing windows and the proposed additions to 2651-2653 Octavia would obstruct the
daylight needed to maintain interior light levels and low cost operation of the library. Light
into the main reading room interior of the building would be undermined, rendering the solar
panels and windows much less effective and potentially useless.

By compromising light into the main reading room, the proposed project would change the
visitor experience to the library considerably. The grand scale of the library reading room is
one of San Francisco’s great neighborhood gems.

As neighborhood residents who frequent the library, appreciate the character it lends to the
neighborhood and the city and want our next generations to have the same bright, safe and
enlightening experiences we had in libraries growing up, the project would impact the
library by:

1. Infringing on the natural light to the main reading room of the Library, as well as
light to the staff office spaces, changing the experience of the library interior for its
many daily users and numerous staff. The current configuration of 2651-2653
Octavia Street building already blocks some light into the east end of the Library.
Blockage of sunlight to the heat controlling windows will alter the character of the
interior space permanently to the detriment of the public users.

2. Negatively impact the function of the solar panels and south facing heat
controlling windows, which were funded with significant public investment, to make
the Library more energy efficient. Together they provide 25% of the Library’s energy
and significantly reduce the building’s operating cost. The proposed project would



likely impact the energy cost to the Library, possibly impacting the Library’s overall
budget each year

3. The Library is open (in normal times!) six days a week and is a prime example of
how a public space can provide immeasurable benefits to our community. These
benefits extend well beyond loaning books, periodicals and other media to the public
at no cost. The Library is also a community center for a diverse population ranging
from infants to school-aged children to seniors, and everyone in between. There’s
an extraordinarily rich schedule of free programming for all ages, including story
time, music and movement classes, technology instruction, crafting, film nights, and
STEM courses. There are also ample free resources and services available to
visitors including laptops, software, printers and private meeting space. Clearly, the
Library is one of our best neighborhood examples of a public good and serves as a
center for residents and visitors to the neighborhood.

I hope the BOS will think carefully before allowing renovations to a private residence that
would have negative impact on an historic, treasured, community PUBLIC resource.

With kind regards,

Letitia Yang
1769 Green St.



From: Diane Valenti

To: BOS Legislation. (BOS)
Subject: Support of Appeal of CEQA Exemption Determination - 2651-2653 Octavia Street — File # 200284
Date: Thursday, July 23, 2020 9:39:33 AM

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Hi,

I am writing as a concerned neighbor and community member in opposition of the vertical
and horizontal additions to the property at 2651-2653 Octavia as they will negatively impact
an historic and treasured neighborhood and city resource.

The historic Beaux-Arts library at 1801 Green Street underwent significant renovation in
October 2012 to achieve LEED Gold certification with major infrastructure improvements as
well improvements of the facility for public use. This was accomplished at great taxpayer
expense in the amount of 8.5 million as well as significant private money contributions by
residents in the neighborhood. The neighborhood supported the San Francisco Public
Library stated goal to ensure that this library, one of the most important anchors of our
neighborhood, has an environment that is a positive, healthy model of the larger community
ecosystem as part of the SFPL/Green Stack strategy.

The building has new south facing high performance windows controlling solar heat
exchange and a new photovoltaic system on the south facing roof providing 25% of the
library’s energy needs. The primary source of light into the building comes from the south
facing windows and the proposed additions to 2651-2653 Octavia would obstruct the
daylight needed to maintain interior light levels and low cost operation of the library. Light
into the main reading room interior of the building would be undermined, rendering the solar
panels and windows much less effective and potentially useless.

By compromising light into the main reading room, the proposed project would change the
visitor experience to the library considerably. The grand scale of the library reading room is
one of San Francisco’s great neighborhood gems.

As neighborhood residents who frequent the library, appreciate the character it lends to the
neighborhood and the city and want our next generations to have the same bright, safe and
enlightening experiences we had in libraries growing up, the project would impact the
library by:

1. Infringing on the natural light to the main reading room of the Library, as well as
light to the staff office spaces, changing the experience of the library interior for its
many daily users and numerous staff. The current configuration of 2651-2653
Octavia Street building already blocks some light into the east end of the Library.
Blockage of sunlight to the heat controlling windows will alter the character of the
interior space permanently to the detriment of the public users.

2. Negatively impact the function of the solar panels and south facing heat



controlling windows, which were funded with significant public investment, to make
the Library more energy efficient. Together they provide 25% of the Library’s energy
and significantly reduce the building’s operating cost. The proposed project would
likely impact the energy cost to the Library, possibly impacting the Library’s overall
budget each year

3. The Library is open (in normal times!) six days a week and is a prime example of
how a public space can provide immeasurable benefits to our community. These
benefits extend well beyond loaning books, periodicals and other media to the public
at no cost. The Library is also a community center for a diverse population ranging
from infants to school-aged children to seniors, and everyone in between. There’s
an extraordinarily rich schedule of free programming for all ages, including story
time, music and movement classes, technology instruction, crafting, film nights, and
STEM courses. There are also ample free resources and services available to
visitors including laptops, software, printers and private meeting space. Clearly, the
Library is one of our best neighborhood examples of a public good and serves as a
center for residents and visitors to the neighborhood.

I hope the BOS will think carefully before allowing renovations to a private residence that
would have a negative impact on an historic, treasured, community PUBLIC resource.

Thank you for your consideration, Diane

Diane C. Valenti
Instructional Design & Sales Enablement Consulting
Applied Performance Solutions, Inc.

(415) 701-7600



From: DIANA MITCHELL

To: BOS Legislation, (BOS)

Subject: Green Street Library

Date: Thursday, July 23, 2020 1:07:36 AM

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

To: SF Board of Supervisors

bos.leqgislation@sfgov.org

Re: Support of Appeal of CEQA Exemption Determination - 2651-2653 Octavia
Street —
File # 200284

July 21, 2020

| am writing as a concerned neighbor and community member in opposition

of the vertical and horizontal additions to the property at 2651-2653 Octavia as
they will negatively impact an historic and treasured neighborhood and city
resource.

The historic Beaux-Arts library at 1801 Green Street underwent significant
renovation in October 2012 to achieve LEED Gold certification with major
infrastructure improvements as well improvements of the facility for public use.
This was accomplished at great taxpayer expense in the amount of 8.5 million as
well as significant private money contributions by residents in the

neighborhood. The neighborhood supported the San Francisco Public Library
stated goal to ensure that this library, one of the most important anchors of our
neighborhood, has an environment that is a positive, healthy model of the larger
community ecosystem as part of the SFPL/Green Stack strategy.

The building has new south facing high performance windows controlling solar
heat exchange and a new photovoltaic system on the south facing roof providing
25% of the library’s energy needs. The primary source of light into the building
comes from the south facing windows and the proposed additions to 2651-

2653 Octavia would obstruct the daylight needed to maintain interior

light levels and low costoperation of the library. Light into the main reading room
interior of the building would be undermined, rendering the solar panels and
windows much less effective and potentiallyuseless.

By compromising light into the main reading room, the proposed project would
change the visitor experience to the library considerably. The grand scale of the
library reading room is one of San Francisco’s great neighborhood gems.

As neighborhood residents who frequent the library, appreciate the character it
lends to the neighborhood and the city and want our next generations to have



the same bright, safe and enlightening experiences we had in libraries growing
up, the project would impact the library by:

1. Infringing on the natural light to the main reading room of the Library, as
well as light to the staff office spaces, changing the experience of the library
interior for its many daily users and numerous staff. The current
configuration of 2651-2653 Octavia Street building already blocks some
light into the east end of the Library. Blockage of sunlight to the heat
controlling windows will alter the character of the interior space permanently
to the detriment of the public users.

2. Negatively impact the function of the solar panels and south facing heat
controlling windows, which were funded with significant public investment,
to make the Library more energy efficient. Together they provide 25% of the
Library’s energy and significantly reduce the building’s operating cost. The
proposed project would likely impact the energy cost to the Library, possibly
impacting the Library’s overall budget each year

3. The Library is open (in normal times!) six days a week and is a prime
example of how a public space can provide immeasurable benefits to our
community. These benefits extend well beyond loaning books, periodicals
and other media to the public at no cost. The Library is also a community
center for a diverse population ranging from infants to school-aged children
to seniors, and everyone in between. There’s an extraordinarily rich
schedule of free programming for all ages, including story time, music and
movement classes, technology instruction, crafting, film nights, and STEM
courses. There are also ample free resources and services available to
visitors including laptops, software, printers and private meeting space.
Clearly, the Library is one of our best neighborhood examples of a public
good and serves as a center for residents and visitors to the neighborhood.

| hope the BOS will think carefully before allowing renovations to a private
residence that would have negative impact on an
historic, treasured, community PUBLIC resource.

Thank you for your consideration and attention to this matter.

Diana Mitchell

950 Bay St.

SF, CA. 94109
dancermitchell29@amail.com



From: Tracy

To: BOS Legislation, (BOS)

Subject: Green St Library File # 200284

Date: Wednesday, July 22, 2020 9:50:41 PM
Attachments: Green St Library File # 200284.msg

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.



To: SF Board of Supervisors
bos.legislation@sfgov.org

Re: Support of Appeal of CEQA Exemption Determination - 2651-2653 Octavia Street —
File # 200284

July 22, 2020
I am writing as a concerned community member and library supporter in opposition of the

vertical and horizontal additions to the property at 2651-2653 Octavia as they will negatively
impact an historic and treasured neighborhood and city resource.

By compromising light into the main reading room, the proposed project would change the
visitor experience to the library considerably. The grand scale of the library reading room is one
of San Francisco’s great neighborhood gems.

I hope the BOS will think carefully before allowing renovations to a private residence that would
have negative impact on an historic, treasured, community PUBLIC resource.

Thank you for your consideration.
Tracy Newstadt
2351 17" Ave

tracynewstadt@gmail.com



From: anne.bouse@yahoo.com

To: BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: File # 200284 - Appeal of CEQA Determination 2651-2653 Octavia
Date: Wednesday, July 22, 2020 9:36:14 PM

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Dear Members of the Board,

| am writing as a concerned neighbor and community member in opposition of the vertical and
horizontal additions to the property at 2651-2653 Octavia as they will negatively impact an historic
and treasured neighborhood and city resource.

The historic Beaux-Arts library at 1801 Green Street underwent significant renovation in
October 2012 to achieve LEED Gold certification with major infrastructure improvements as
well improvements of the facility for public use. This was accomplished at great taxpayer
expense in the amount of 8.5 million as well as significant private money contributions by
residents in the neighborhood. The neighborhood supported the San Francisco Public
Library stated goal to ensure that this library, one of the most important anchors of our
neighborhood, has an environment that is a positive, healthy model of the larger community
ecosystem as part of the SFPL/Green Stack strategy.

The building has new south facing high performance windows controlling solar heat
exchange and a new photovoltaic system on the south facing roof providing 25% of the
library’s energy needs. The primary source of light into the building comes from the south
facing windows and the proposed additions to 2651-2653 Octavia would obstruct the
daylight needed to maintain interior light levels and low cost operation of the library. Light
into the main reading room interior of the building would be undermined, rendering the solar
panels and windows much less effective and potentially useless.

By compromising light into the main reading room, the proposed project would change the
visitor experience to the library considerably. The grand scale of the library reading room is
one of San Francisco’s great neighborhood gems.

As neighborhood residents who frequent the library, appreciate the character it lends to the
neighborhood and the city and want our next generations to have the same bright, safe and
enlightening experiences we had in libraries growing up, the project would impact the
library by:

1. Infringing on the natural light to the main reading room of the Library, aswell aslight to
the staff office spaces, changing the experience of the library interior for its many daily users
and numerous staff. The current configuration of 2651-2653 Octavia Street building already
blocks some light into the east end of the Library. Blockage of sunlight to the heat
controlling windows will ater the character of the interior space permanently to the
detriment of the public users.

2. Negatively impact the function of the solar panels and south facing heat controlling
windows, which were funded with significant public investment, to make the Library more
energy efficient. Together they provide 25% of the Library’s energy and significantly reduce



the building’ s operating cost. The proposed project would likely impact the energy cost to
the Library, possibly impacting the Library’s overall budget each year.

3. ThelLibrary isaprime example of how a public space can provide immeasurable benefits
to our community. These benefits extend well beyond loaning books, periodicals and other
mediato the public at no cost. The Library is also acommunity center for adiverse
population ranging from infants to school-aged children to seniors, and everyone in between.
There' s an extraordinarily rich schedule of free programming for al ages, including story
time, music and movement classes, technology instruction, crafting, film nights, and STEM
courses. There are also ample free resources and services available to visitors including
laptops, software, printers and private meeting space. Clearly, the Library is one of our best
neighborhood examples of a public good and serves as a center for residents and visitors to
the neighborhood.

I hope the BOS will think carefully before allowing renovations to a private residence that
would have negative impact on an historic, treasured, community PUBLIC resource.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Regards,

Anne Bouse

2955 Van Ness Ave, Apt 10
San Francisco, CA 94109
anne.bouse@yahoo.com



From: Janet Baile

To: BOS Legislation, (BOS)

Subject: Support Appeal of CEQA Exemption Determination - 2651-2653 Octavia Street - File # 200284
Date: Wednesday, July 22, 2020 6:58:51 PM

Attachments: BOS in support of Appeal File200284.docx

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

(Below letter is also attached)
To: SF Board of Supervisors

RE: Appeal of CEQA Exemption Determination - 2651-2653 Octavia Street -
File # 200284

July 22, 2020

As a concerned neighbor and community member, | oppose the vertical and
horizontal additions to the property at 2651-2653 Octavia. These proposed
additions will negatively and irreversibly impact an historic and treasured
neighborhood and city resource.

The historic Beaux-Arts library at 1801 Green Street underwent significant
renovation in October 2012 to achieve LEED Gold certification, with major
infrastructure improvements as well asimprovements of the facility for
public use. Thiswas accomplished at great taxpayer expense -- $8.5 million
-- aswell as significant private money contributions by residents in the
neighborhood. The neighborhood supported the San Francisco Public Library's
stated goal to ensure that thislibrary, one of the most important anchors

of our neighborhood, has an environment that is a positive, healthy model of
the larger community ecosystem as part of the SFPL/Green Stack strategy.
The building has new, south-facing high performance windows controlling
solar heat exchange and a new photovoltaic system on the south facing roof
providing 25% of the library's energy needs. The primary source of light
into the building comes from the south-facing windows, and the proposed
additions to 2651-2653 Octavia would obstruct the daylight needed to
maintain interior light levels and low-cost operation of the library. Light
into the main reading room interior of the building would be undermined,
rendering the solar panels and windows much less effective and potentially
useless.

By compromising light into the main reading room, the proposed project would
change the visitor experience to the library considerably. The grand scale

of the library reading room is one of San Francisco's great neighborhood

gems.

My husband and | regularly use the library, appreciate the character it
lends to the neighborhood and the city, and want our next generationsto
have the same bright, safe and enlightening experiences we had in libraries
growing up.The project would impact the library by:

1. Infringing on the natura light to the main reading room of the Library,
aswell aslight to the staff office spaces, changing the experience of the



library interior for its many daily users and numerous staff. The current
configuration of 2651-2653 Octavia Street building aready blocks some light
into the east end of the Library. Blockage of sunlight to the heat

controlling windows will ater the character of the interior space
permanently to the detriment of the public users.

2. Interfering with the function of the solar panels and south-facing
heat-controlling windows, which were funded with significant public
investment to make the Library more energy-efficient. Together they provide
25% of the Library's energy and significantly reduce the building's

operating cost. The proposed project would likely increase the energy cost

to the Library, potentially impacting the Library's overall budget each

year.

3. TheLibrary isopen (in normal times) six days aweek and is a prime
example of how a public space can provide immeasurable benefits to our
community. These benefits extend well beyond loaning books, periodicals and
other mediato the public at no cost. The Library is also acommunity center
for adiverse population ranging from infants to school-aged children to
seniors, and everyone in between. There's an extraordinarily rich schedule

of free programming for all ages, including story time, music and movement
classes, technology instruction, crafting, film nights, and STEM courses.
There are also ample free resources and services available to visitors
including laptops, software, printers and private meeting space. Clearly,

the Library is one of our best neighborhood examples of a public good and
serves as a center for residents and visitors to the neighborhood.

| hope the BOS will think carefully before allowing renovations to a private
residence that would have negative impact on this treasured PUBLIC resource.

Thank you for your consideration.
Janet Bailey

2634 Octavia Street, #4

San Francisco, CA 94123
janet@janetbailey.com



TO: SF Board of Supervisors
bos.legislation@sfgov.org

RE: Appeal of CEQA Exemption Determination - 2651-2653 Octavia Street —
File # 200284

July 22, 2020

As a concerned neighbor and community member, | oppose the vertical and horizontal additions
to the property at 2651-2653 Octavia. These proposed additions will negatively and irreversibly
impact an historic and treasured neighborhood and city resource.

The historic Beaux-Arts library at 1801 Green Street underwent significant renovation in October
2012 to achieve LEED Gold certification, with major infrastructure improvements as well as
improvements of the facility for public use. This was accomplished at great taxpayer expense --
$8.5 million -- as well as significant private money contributions by residents in the
neighborhood. The neighborhood supported the San Francisco Public Library’s stated goal to
ensure that this library, one of the most important anchors of our neighborhood, has an
environment that is a positive, healthy model of the larger community ecosystem as part of the
SFPL/Green Stack strategy.

The building has new, south-facing high performance windows controlling solar heat exchange
and a new photovoltaic system on the south facing roof providing 25% of the library’s energy
needs. The primary source of light into the building comes from the south-facing windows,

and the proposed additions to 2651-2653 Octavia would obstruct the daylight needed to
maintain interior light levels and low-cost operation of the library. Light into the main reading
room interior of the building would be undermined, rendering the solar panels and windows
much less effective and potentially useless.

By compromising light into the main reading room, the proposed project would change the
visitor experience to the library considerably. The grand scale of the library reading room is one
of San Francisco’s great neighborhood gems.

My husband and | regularly use the library, appreciate the character it lends to the
neighborhood and the city, and want our next generations to have the same bright, safe and
enlightening experiences we had in libraries growing up.The project would impact the library by:

1. Infringing on the natural light to the main reading room of the Library, as well as light to
the staff office spaces, changing the experience of the library interior for its many daily
users and numerous staff. The current configuration of 2651-2653 Octavia Street
building already blocks some light into the east end of the Library. Blockage of sunlight
to the heat controlling windows will alter the character of the interior space permanently
to the detriment of the public users.



2. Interfering with the function of the solar panels and south-facing heat-controlling
windows, which were funded with significant public investment to make the Library more
energy-efficient. Together they provide 25% of the Library’s energy and significantly
reduce the building’s operating cost. The proposed project would likely increase the
energy cost to the Library, potentially impacting the Library’s overall budget each year.

3. The Library is open (in normal times) six days a week and is a prime example of how a
public space can provide immeasurable benefits to our community. These benefits
extend well beyond loaning books, periodicals and other media to the public at no cost.
The Library is also a community center for a diverse population ranging from infants to
school-aged children to seniors, and everyone in between. There’'s an extraordinarily
rich schedule of free programming for all ages, including story time, music and
movement classes, technology instruction, crafting, film nights, and STEM courses.
There are also ample free resources and services available to visitors including laptops,
software, printers and private meeting space. Clearly, the Library is one of our best
neighborhood examples of a public good and serves as a center for residents and
visitors to the neighborhood.

I hope the BOS will think carefully before allowing renovations to a private residence that would
have negative impact on this treasured PUBLIC resource.

Thank you for your consideration.
Janet Bailey

2634 Octavia Street, #4
San Francisco, CA 94123

janet@janetbailey.com




From: Ming-Ji Chang

To: BOS Legislation, (BOS)

Subject: Re: Support of Appeal of CEQA Exemption Determination - 2651-2653 Octavia Street — File # 200284
Date: Wednesday, July 22, 2020 5:46:27 PM

Attachments: BOS in support of Appeal File200284.docx

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.



To: SF Board of Supervisors
bos.legislation@sfgov.org

Re: Support of Appeal of CEQA Exemption Determination - 2651-2653 Octavia Street —
File # 200284

July 21, 2020

I am writing as a concerned neighbor and community member in opposition of the vertical and
horizontal additions to the property at 2651-2653 Octavia as they will negatively impact an
historic and treasured neighborhood and city resource.

The historic Beaux-Arts library at 1801 Green Street underwent significant renovation in October
2012 to achieve LEED Gold certification with major infrastructure improvements as

well improvements of the facility for public use. This was accomplished at great taxpayer
expense in the amount of 8.5 million as well as significant private money contributions by
residents in the neighborhood. The neighborhood supported the San Francisco Public Library
stated goal to ensure that this library, one of the most important anchors of our neighborhood,
has an environment that is a positive, healthy model of the larger community ecosystem as part
of the SFPL/Green Stack strategy.

The building has new south facing high performance windows controlling solar heat exchange
and a new photovoltaic system on the south facing roof providing 25% of the library’s energy
needs. The primary source of light into the building comes from the south facing windows

and the proposed additions to 2651-2653 Octavia would obstruct the daylight needed to
maintain interior light levels and low cost operation of the library. Light into the main reading
room interior of the building would be undermined, rendering the solar panels and windows
much less effective and potentially useless.

By compromising light into the main reading room, the proposed project would change the
visitor experience to the library considerably. The grand scale of the library reading room is one
of San Francisco’s great neighborhood gems.

As neighborhood residents who frequent the library, appreciate the character it lends to the
neighborhood and the city and want our next generations to have the same bright, safe and
enlightening experiences we had in libraries growing up, the project would impact the library by:

1. Infringing on the natural light to the main reading room of the Library, as well as light to
the staff office spaces, changing the experience of the library interior for its many daily
users and numerous staff. The current configuration of 2651-2653 Octavia Street
building already blocks some light into the east end of the Library. Blockage of sunlight
to the heat controlling windows will alter the character of the interior space permanently
to the detriment of the public users.

2. Negatively impact the function of the solar panels and south facing heat controlling
windows, which were funded with significant public investment, to make the Library more
energy efficient. Together they provide 25% of the Library’s energy and significantly
reduce the building’s operating cost. The proposed project would likely impact the
energy cost to the Library, possibly impacting the Library’s overall budget each year



3. The Library is open (in normal times!) six days a week and is a prime example of how a
public space can provide immeasurable benefits to our community. These benefits
extend well beyond loaning books, periodicals and other media to the public at no cost.
The Library is also a community center for a diverse population ranging from infants to
school-aged children to seniors, and everyone in between. There’s an extraordinarily
rich schedule of free programming for all ages, including story time, music and
movement classes, technology instruction, crafting, film nights, and STEM courses.
There are also ample free resources and services available to visitors including laptops,
software, printers and private meeting space. Clearly, the Library is one of our best
neighborhood examples of a public good and serves as a center for residents and
visitors to the neighborhood.

I hope the BOS will think carefully before allowing renovations to a private residence that would
have negative impact on an historic, treasured, community PUBLIC resource.

Thank you for your consideration.
Maggie Chang

2634 Octavia Street, #3
San Francisco, CA 94123

chouette@sbcglobal.net



From: Donatella Dina

To: BOS Legislation, (BOS)

Subject: File # 200284. Appeal of CEQA Exemption Determination 2651-2653 Octavia
Date: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 5:14:44 PM

Attachments: BOS in support of Appeal File200284.docx

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

DonatellaDina
2351A Pacific Ave
San Francisco, CA 94115

415 531 0341 Cell



To: SF Board of Supervisors
bos.legislation@sfgov.org

Re: Support of Appeal of CEQA Exemption Determination - 2651-2653 Octavia Street —
File # 200284

July 21, 2020

I am writing as a concerned neighbor and community member in opposition of the vertical and
horizontal additions to the property at 2651-2653 Octavia as they will negatively impact an
historic and treasured neighborhood and city resource.

The historic Beaux-Arts library at 1801 Green Street underwent significant renovation in October
2012 to achieve LEED Gold certification with major infrastructure improvements as

well improvements of the facility for public use. This was accomplished at great taxpayer
expense in the amount of 8.5 million as well as significant private money contributions by
residents in the neighborhood. The neighborhood supported the San Francisco Public Library
stated goal to ensure that this library, one of the most important anchors of our neighborhood,
has an environment that is a positive, healthy model of the larger community ecosystem as part
of the SFPL/Green Stack strategy.

The building has new south facing high performance windows controlling solar heat exchange
and a new photovoltaic system on the south facing roof providing 25% of the library’s energy
needs. The primary source of light into the building comes from the south facing windows

and the proposed additions to 2651-2653 Octavia would obstruct the daylight needed to
maintain interior light levels and low cost operation of the library. Light into the main reading
room interior of the building would be undermined, rendering the solar panels and windows
much less effective and potentially useless.

By compromising light into the main reading room, the proposed project would change the
visitor experience to the library considerably. The grand scale of the library reading room is one
of San Francisco’s great neighborhood gems.

As neighborhood residents who frequent the library, appreciate the character it lends to the
neighborhood and the city and want our next generations to have the same bright, safe and
enlightening experiences we had in libraries growing up, the project would impact the library by:

1. Infringing on the natural light to the main reading room of the Library, as well as light to
the staff office spaces, changing the experience of the library interior for its many daily
users and numerous staff. The current configuration of 2651-2653 Octavia Street
building already blocks some light into the east end of the Library. Blockage of sunlight
to the heat controlling windows will alter the character of the interior space permanently
to the detriment of the public users.

2. Negatively impact the function of the solar panels and south facing heat controlling
windows, which were funded with significant public investment, to make the Library more
energy efficient. Together they provide 25% of the Library’s energy and significantly
reduce the building’s operating cost. The proposed project would likely impact the
energy cost to the Library, possibly impacting the Library’s overall budget each year



3. The Library is open (in normal times!) six days a week and is a prime example of how a
public space can provide immeasurable benefits to our community. These benefits
extend well beyond loaning books, periodicals and other media to the public at no cost.
The Library is also a community center for a diverse population ranging from infants to
school-aged children to seniors, and everyone in between. There’s an extraordinarily
rich schedule of free programming for all ages, including story time, music and
movement classes, technology instruction, crafting, film nights, and STEM courses.
There are also ample free resources and services available to visitors including laptops,
software, printers and private meeting space. Clearly, the Library is one of our best
neighborhood examples of a public good and serves as a center for residents and
visitors to the neighborhood

I hope the BOS will think carefully before allowing renovations to a private residence that would
have negative impact on an historic, treasured, community PUBLIC resource

Thank you for your consideration.



From: Katherine Reilly

To: BOS Legislation, (BOS)

Subject: BOS in support of Appeal File200284.docx
Date: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 3:44:20 PM
Attachments: BOS in support of Appeal File200284.docx

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Please find attached aletter in support of the Appea on File 200284.

Sincerely,
-Katherine Reilly


mailto:kbreilly@pacbell.net
mailto:bos.legislation@sfgov.org

To: SF Board of Supervisors 

bos.legislation@sfgov.org

Re: Support of Appeal of CEQA Exemption Determination - 2651-2653 Octavia Street – 

File # 200284



July 21, 2020

I am writing as a concerned neighbor and community member in opposition of the vertical and horizontal additions to the property at 2651-2653 Octavia as they will negatively impact an historic and treasured neighborhood and city resource. 

The historic Beaux-Arts library at 1801 Green Street underwent significant renovation in October 2012 to achieve LEED Gold certification with major infrastructure improvements as well improvements of the facility for public use.  This was accomplished at great taxpayer expense in the amount of 8.5 million as well as significant private money contributions by residents in the neighborhood. The neighborhood supported the San Francisco Public Library stated goal to ensure that this library, one of the most important anchors of our neighborhood, has an environment that is a positive, healthy model of the larger community ecosystem as part of the SFPL/Green Stack strategy.

The building has new south facing high performance windows controlling solar heat exchange and a new photovoltaic system on the south facing roof providing 25% of the library’s energy needs. The primary source of light into the building comes from the south facing windows and the proposed additions to 2651-2653 Octavia would obstruct the daylight needed to maintain interior light levels and low cost operation of the library.  Light into the main reading room interior of the building would be undermined, rendering the solar panels and windows much less effective and potentially useless. 

By compromising light into the main reading room, the proposed project would change the visitor experience to the library considerably. The grand scale of the library reading room is one of San Francisco’s great neighborhood gems. 



As neighborhood residents who frequent the library, appreciate the character it lends to the neighborhood and the city and want our next generations to have the same bright, safe and enlightening experiences we had in libraries growing up, the project would impact the library by: 

1. Infringing on the natural light to the main reading room of the Library, as well as light to the staff office spaces, changing the experience of the library interior for its many daily users and numerous staff. The current configuration of 2651-2653 Octavia Street building already blocks some light into the east end of the Library. Blockage of sunlight to the heat controlling windows will alter the character of the interior space permanently to the detriment of the public users.

2. Negatively impact the function of the solar panels and south facing heat controlling windows, which were funded with significant public investment, to make the Library more energy efficient. Together they provide 25% of the Library’s energy and significantly reduce the building’s operating cost. The proposed project would likely impact the energy cost to the Library, possibly impacting the Library’s overall budget each year

3. The Library is open (in normal times!) six days a week and is a prime example of how a public space can provide immeasurable benefits to our community. These benefits extend well beyond loaning books, periodicals and other media to the public at no cost. The Library is also a community center for a diverse population ranging from infants to school-aged children to seniors, and everyone in between. There’s an extraordinarily rich schedule of free programming for all ages, including story time, music and movement classes, technology instruction, crafting, film nights, and STEM courses. There are also ample free resources and services available to visitors including laptops, software, printers and private meeting space. Clearly, the Library is one of our best neighborhood examples of a public good and serves as a center for residents and visitors to the neighborhood



I hope the BOS will think carefully before allowing renovations to a private residence that would have negative impact on an historic, treasured, community PUBLIC resource



Thank you for your consideration.






To: SF Board of Supervisors
bos.legislation@sfgov.org

Re: Support of Appeal of CEQA Exemption Determination - 2651-2653 Octavia Street —
File # 200284

July 21, 2020

I am writing as a concerned neighbor and community member in opposition of the vertical and
horizontal additions to the property at 2651-2653 Octavia as they will negatively impact an
historic and treasured neighborhood and city resource.

The historic Beaux-Arts library at 1801 Green Street underwent significant renovation in October
2012 to achieve LEED Gold certification with major infrastructure improvements as

well improvements of the facility for public use. This was accomplished at great taxpayer
expense in the amount of 8.5 million as well as significant private money contributions by
residents in the neighborhood. The neighborhood supported the San Francisco Public Library
stated goal to ensure that this library, one of the most important anchors of our neighborhood,
has an environment that is a positive, healthy model of the larger community ecosystem as part
of the SFPL/Green Stack strategy.

The building has new south facing high performance windows controlling solar heat exchange
and a new photovoltaic system on the south facing roof providing 25% of the library’s energy
needs. The primary source of light into the building comes from the south facing windows

and the proposed additions to 2651-2653 Octavia would obstruct the daylight needed to
maintain interior light levels and low cost operation of the library. Light into the main reading
room interior of the building would be undermined, rendering the solar panels and windows
much less effective and potentially useless.

By compromising light into the main reading room, the proposed project would change the
visitor experience to the library considerably. The grand scale of the library reading room is one
of San Francisco’s great neighborhood gems.

As neighborhood residents who frequent the library, appreciate the character it lends to the
neighborhood and the city and want our next generations to have the same bright, safe and
enlightening experiences we had in libraries growing up, the project would impact the library by:

1. Infringing on the natural light to the main reading room of the Library, as well as light to
the staff office spaces, changing the experience of the library interior for its many daily
users and numerous staff. The current configuration of 2651-2653 Octavia Street
building already blocks some light into the east end of the Library. Blockage of sunlight
to the heat controlling windows will alter the character of the interior space permanently
to the detriment of the public users.

2. Negatively impact the function of the solar panels and south facing heat controlling
windows, which were funded with significant public investment, to make the Library more
energy efficient. Together they provide 25% of the Library’s energy and significantly
reduce the building’s operating cost. The proposed project would likely impact the
energy cost to the Library, possibly impacting the Library’s overall budget each year



3. The Library is open (in normal times!) six days a week and is a prime example of how a
public space can provide immeasurable benefits to our community. These benefits
extend well beyond loaning books, periodicals and other media to the public at no cost.
The Library is also a community center for a diverse population ranging from infants to
school-aged children to seniors, and everyone in between. There’s an extraordinarily
rich schedule of free programming for all ages, including story time, music and
movement classes, technology instruction, crafting, film nights, and STEM courses.
There are also ample free resources and services available to visitors including laptops,
software, printers and private meeting space. Clearly, the Library is one of our best
neighborhood examples of a public good and serves as a center for residents and
visitors to the neighborhood

I hope the BOS will think carefully before allowing renovations to a private residence that would
have negative impact on an historic, treasured, community PUBLIC resource

Thank you for your consideration.



From: Elysse Bell

To: BOS Legislation. (BOS)
Subject: Support of Appeal of CEQA Exemption Determination - 2651-2653 Octavia Street — File # 200284
Date: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 3:38:04 PM

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

To: SF Board of Supervisors

bos.leqislation@sfgov.org

Re: Support of Appeal of CEQA Exemption Determination - 2651-2653 Octavia Street —
File # 200284

July 21, 2020

I am writing as a concerned neighbor and community member in opposition of the vertical
and horizontal additions to the property at 2651-2653 Octavia as they will negatively impact
an historic and treasured neighborhood and city resource.

The historic Beaux-Arts library at 1801 Green Street underwent significant renovation in
October 2012 to achieve LEED Gold certification with major infrastructure improvements as
well improvements of the facility for public use. This was accomplished at great taxpayer
expense in the amount of 8.5 million as well as significant private money contributions by
residents in the neighborhood. The neighborhood supported the San Francisco Public
Library stated goal to ensure that this library, one of the most important anchors of our
neighborhood, has an environment that is a positive, healthy model of the larger community
ecosystem as part of the SFPL/Green Stack strategy.

The building has new south facing high performance windows controlling solar heat
exchange and a new photovoltaic system on the south facing roof providing 25% of the
library’s energy needs. The primary source of light into the building comes from the south
facing windows and the proposed additions to 2651-2653 Octavia would obstruct the
daylight needed to maintain interior light levels and low cost operation of the library. Light
into the main reading room interior of the building would be undermined, rendering the solar
panels and windows much less effective and potentially useless.

By compromising light into the main reading room, the proposed project would change the
visitor experience to the library considerably. The grand scale of the library reading room is
one of San Francisco’s great neighborhood gems.

As neighborhood residents who frequent the library, appreciate the character it lends to the
neighborhood and the city and want our next generations to have the same bright, safe and
enlightening experiences we had in libraries growing up, the project would impact the
library by:

1. Infringing on the natural light to the main reading room of the Library, as well as
light to the staff office spaces, changing the experience of the library interior for its
many daily users and numerous staff. The current configuration of 2651-2653
Octavia Street building already blocks some light into the east end of the Library.
Blockage of sunlight to the heat controlling windows will alter the character of the
interior space permanently to the detriment of the public users.


mailto:elyssebell@gmail.com
mailto:bos.legislation@sfgov.org
mailto:bos.legislation@sfgov.org

2. Negatively impact the function of the solar panels and south facing heat
controlling windows, which were funded with significant public investment, to make
the Library more energy efficient. Together they provide 25% of the Library’s energy
and significantly reduce the building’s operating cost. The proposed project would
likely impact the energy cost to the Library, possibly impacting the Library’s overall
budget each year

3. The Library is open (in normal times!) six days a week and is a prime example of
how a public space can provide immeasurable benefits to our community. These
benefits extend well beyond loaning books, periodicals and other media to the public
at no cost. The Library is also a community center for a diverse population ranging
from infants to school-aged children to seniors, and everyone in between. There’s
an extraordinarily rich schedule of free programming for all ages, including story
time, music and movement classes, technology instruction, crafting, film nights, and
STEM courses. There are also ample free resources and services available to
visitors including laptops, software, printers and private meeting space. Clearly, the
Library is one of our best neighborhood examples of a public good and serves as a
center for residents and visitors to the neighborhood

I hope the BOS will think carefully before allowing renovations to a private residence that
would have negative impact on an historic, treasured, community PUBLIC resource

Thank you for your consideration.

Elysse Bell

3322 Buchanan Street
San Francisco, CA
94123

Elysse Bell
elyssebell @gmail.com


mailto:elyssebell@gmail.com

From: William K Reilly

To: BOS Legislation, (BOS)

Cc: BOS Legislation, (BOS)

Subject: Board Of Supervisors San Francisco, support of Appeal of CEQA Exemption Determination-2651-2653 Octavia
Street-File#200284

Date: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 3:31:53 PM

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

William K Reilly
1791 Green Street
San Francisco, CA
94123

Dear Supervisors,

The windows of my living room, kitchen and two bedrooms all overlook the library and proposed construction on
Octavia Street. | frequently have studied in the library. My own sense of the protection the library requiresisits
window light, especially in winter, and its solar panels. The library is an urban jewel! | have amastersin urban
planning from Columbia and special feeling for the elegant public buildings of an earlier era. And | hate to see their
best properties crowded, obscured, infringed upon.

| urge you to protect the library.

Sincerely,

William K Reilly

MS Urban Planning

Columbia School of Architecture

Sent from my iPad
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