
THE PROBLEM

In times of crisis, whether Katrina or the uprisings in Ferguson, often state and federal governments misuse resources and militarize response
against our communities. Crisis becomes an excuse for criminalization.

THE SOLUTION

In national disasters, protecting the people and the broader public health and safety is priority.  We must ensure that public protection is not
abused or militarized.

FEDERAL ACTION

Immediate Amendment of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (Stafford Act) to be mandatory based on
independent criteria that prioritizes the preservation of life and no longer at the President’s discretion.

Engage in a robust process to replace our disaster response and planning laws in order to ensure our communities are built back more resilient
and protected from militarized policing.

Include an immediate halt to all energy and petrochemical infrastructure building as part of any declaration of a state of emergency. 

Ensure emergency powers of a formal disaster declaration do not result in the heightened surveillance, policing, criminalization of individuals or
communities, militarization, and abuse of power in marginalized communities and protected classes of people.

Redirect federal policing and military dollars to agencies and groups providing medical, emotional, and other types of support. 

Forbid the police, national guard and others to detain or arrest people for breaking curfews, stay at home orders, shelter in place orders or
other provisions enacted as part of state of emergency. 

Suspend arrest for all poverty-related offenses, including sex work and drug trade as well as and crimes of petty theft that may occur during
this pandemic as supplies are scarce and people are losing money.

Implement and enforce a zero tolerance policy for police abuse of authority or abusive policing. 

Federal requirement for transparent and robust emergency planning that safeguards human and civil rights and ensures communities are
built back more resilient to future disasters.

Include the immediate cessation of all petrochemical, toxic, and polluting industry construction as part of any declaration of a state of
emergency. 

Declare access to the internet as an essential public utility in all disaster declarations.

STATE ACTION

Ensure emergency powers of a formal disaster declaration do not result in the heightened surveillance, policing, criminalization of individuals or
communities, militarization and abuse of power in marginalized communities and protected classes of people.

CLICK HERE FOR ADVICE ON GUIDANCE AND SAFETY

HEALTHCARE NOT WARFARE
EMERGENCY POWERS MUST NOT BE ABUSED AND PEOPLE’S HEALTH AND SAFETY MUST BE A PRIORITY.

https://m4bl.org/resources/
https://m4bl.org/


Suspend arrest for all minor offenses as well as for all poverty-related offenses, including sex work and drug trade.

Limit the ability of police to arrest or detain people for breaking curfews, stay at home, shelter in place or or other provisions enacted as part of
public health efforts or pursuant to a state of emergency. 

Zero tolerance for police abuse of authority of abusive policing. 

Reframe from rhetoric, policies, or practices that criminalize entire communities.

Transparent emergency planning that prioritizes safeguarding human and civil rights. 

Include an immediate halt to permits for all energy and petrochemical infrastructure building as part of any declaration of a state of emergency.

LOCAL ACTION

Suspend arrest for all minor offenses and for all poverty related offenses, including sex work and drug trade.

Forbid the detainment or arrest of people for breaking curfews, stay at home orders, shelter in place orders or other provisions enacted as part
of state of emergency. 

Zero tolerance for police abuse of authority of abusive policing. 

Reframe from rhetoric, policies, or practices that criminalize entire communities.

Transparent emergency planning that prioritizes safeguarding human and civil rights.

Include an immediate halt to permits for all energy and petrochemical infrastructure building as part of any declaration of a state of emergency. 

RESOURCES

https://m4bl.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/health_care_not_warfare.pdf


DONATE
If you are called to join us, have an opportunity for
aligned funding streams, or wish to make a personal
gift, please contact organize@m4bl.org to connect. 
The Movement for Black Lives is a fiscally sponsored
501c3 at the Alliance for Global Justice.  

$5 $10 $25

$50

   

JOIN THE MOVEMENT
Stay informed about our upcoming virtual events.

Name* Zip Code

Email Address*

Sign me up for for SMS Alerts

Sign up for Email Alerts

I want to receive recurring automated text messages from Movement for Black Lives
with updates about how to stay involved, such as recommended events and other

actions. Message and data rates may apply. To stop receiving messages text STOP to
90975. By opting in you agree to our Mobile Terms & Conditions.

Phone Number*

Submit

PREVIOUS DEMAND 
FREE ‘EM ALL!!

NEXT DEMAND  
HOUSING AND
HEALTHCARE FOR
ALL!

mailto:organize@m4bl.org
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/movement-4-black-lives-1?amount=5
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/movement-4-black-lives-1?amount=10
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/movement-4-black-lives-1?amount=25
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/movement-4-black-lives-1?amount=50
https://www.facebook.com/mvmt4bl
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsZucZnzTUWIQlAibTAzKNA
https://twitter.com/Mvmnt4BlkLives
https://www.instagram.com/mvmnt4blklives/
https://m4bl.org/mobile-terms-and-conditions
https://m4bl.org/policy-platforms/free-em-all/
https://m4bl.org/policy-platforms/housing-and-healthcare-for-all/
https://m4bl.org/
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