
From: Board of Supervisors, (BOS)
To: BOS-Supervisors
Cc: BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: FW: Amazon
Date: Tuesday, November 17, 2020 2:28:16 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Donna Gomola <donnagomola@icloud.com>
Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 2020 2:06 PM
To: Board of Supervisors, (BOS) <board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org>
Subject: Amazon

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

Please do not let Whole Foods and Amazon go into sf without the proper impact studies.  Many current jobs will be
lost in the current grocery business.  Donna Gomola Sent from my iPhone
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Board of Supervisors, (BOS)
To: BOS-Supervisors
Cc: BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: FW: Hearing on Whole Foods Market
Date: Tuesday, November 17, 2020 2:27:53 PM

From: rodger7760@att.net <rodger7760@att.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 2020 2:02 PM
To: Board of Supervisors, (BOS) <board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org>
Cc: Rodger Scott <rodger7760@att.net>
Subject: Hearing on Whole Foods Market
 

 

Dear Members of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors:
 
I strongly object to the Planning Department's "common sense" exemption authorizing the
Whole Foods Market to operate at 2675 Geary Blvd. I urge you to do your duty and direct the
Planning Department to continue analyzing the significant--and, in my view detrimental on
many levels--environmental impacts consistent not only with CEQA guidelines but the health
and safety of the people in our city.
 
There is no "common sense" or any other rational justification for the environmental and
socioeconomic damage that the Whole Foods Market would create in the community.
 
Sincerely,
Rodger Scott
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Board of Supervisors, (BOS)
To: BOS-Supervisors
Cc: BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: FW: Whole Foods exemption
Date: Tuesday, November 17, 2020 1:29:57 PM

From: awood2176 <awood2176@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 2020 11:04 AM
To: Board of Supervisors, (BOS) <board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org>
Subject: Whole Foods exemption
 

 

Dear Supervisors,
 
I object to the Planning Commission's CEQA exemption for the proposed Whole Foods
project on Geary Blvd.
 
Jeff Bezos has amassed billions of dollars in profits by holding Amazon and Whole Foods
workers to substandard health care plans and wages. The companies have blocked every
attempt to unionize their workers, firing organizers at the height of the pandemic. Whole
Foods and Amazon have failed to protect these essential workers from the coronavirus,
racking up thousands of underreported cases. 
 
Please do not reward this behavior by fast-tracking the project on Geary Blvd. Whole Foods
should face a full environmental review, and the city should also consider the impact these
union busting companies will have on the standard of living for San Francisco workers. 
 
Thank you for your attention, 
Adam Wood 
San Francisco Firefighters Local 798
Resident, District 7
 
 
 
Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy S® 6.



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Board of Supervisors, (BOS)
To: BOS-Supervisors
Cc: BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: FW: Recommend No New Whole Foods at 2675 Geary
Date: Tuesday, November 17, 2020 1:29:30 PM

From: RH <oxygeneditions@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, November 16, 2020 10:20 PM
To: Board of Supervisors, (BOS) <board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org>
Subject: Recommend No New Whole Foods at 2675 Geary
 

 

Dear Supervisor,
 
Please don't allow the proposed Amazon Whole Foods at 2675 Geary Boulevard.
I second the reasons presented by the Labor Council.
 
Thank you for your public service,
 
Richard Hack
535 Geary St.
San Francisco



Recipient: San Francisco Planning Commission, Joel Koppel, Kathrin Moore, Sue
Diamond, Frank S. Fung, Theresa Imperial, Milicent A. Johnson, Omar Gaye

Letter: Greetings,

We the undersigned call on Amazon to make the proposed Whole Foods
Market at The City Center on Geary Blvd in San Francisco 100% Union.
San Francisco is a union town, and large companies, like Amazon, that
want to do business in the city of San Francisco can afford to live up to
that standard. All work on the project should be done by union members,
from those putting the first shovel in the dirt to the first worker welcoming
you in the new store should be union. This means that there should be a
project labor agreement negotiated with the San Francisco Building and
Construction trades and once completed there should be a card-check
neutrality agreement with the United Food and Commercial Workers for the
operation of the store. Amazon should agree to not interfere with UFCW’s
or any other AFL-CIO local’s organizing efforts that will follow the National
Labor Relations Board’s guidelines.

The City Center falls within the city’s Formula Retail Ordinance, designed
to limit the number of national chain stores in an effort to protect San
Francisco’s many small, locally owned businesses. There are 496 Whole Food
stores nationwide. Amazon is seeking a Conditional Use Authorization (CUA)
permitting them to open the store at this location. If Amazon does not agree
to making the proposed store 100% union-friendly, then we are calling on
the Planning Commission to deny the CUA.

Requiring organizing rights as a Condition of Approval at the proposed
Whole Foods will prioritize protecting the rights, health and safety of the
estimated 200 employees. It will also protect existing union jobs in the
city’s other retail stores. Amazon’s Whole Foods and warehouses have been
deemed “essential workers” because of the coronavirus pandemic. Many
workers in the grocery industry are risking infection every day to provide
food to our communities, and workers at Whole Foods in San Francisco have
already contracted this virus.

Workers at non-union Amazon warehouses and Whole Foods stores have
had to resort to sick outs and strikes to raise awareness of Amazon’s
unwillingness to protect them during this crisis, we should not allow this to



happen in a city like San Francisco. Following the protest, Amazon has taken
steps to enforce rules about mass emails across the company. Additionally,
Amazon has terminated at least six employees involved in worker protests.
Amazon also ended its temporary policy of unlimited, unpaid time off on
April 30th. Unionizing the Whole Foods in San Francisco will prevent this type
of employer backlash.

San Francisco has an opportunity to lead the nation by taking a proactive
stand on behalf of the hardworking employees of Whole Foods stores.
Requiring Amazon to build its store with union workers and to allow the
employees the right to choose a union without repercussion fits with The
City’s Progressive values. This is particularly important given the pandemic
and the fact that San Francisco is one of the most expensive cities in the U.S.
Amazon is the most valuable public company in the world and is run by the
richest man in the world, CEO Jeff Bezos. Not one of Amazon’s Whole Foods
in the State of California are unionized. It is time to change that with the
proposed store at The City Center in San Francisco.





















































































 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Board of Supervisors, (BOS)
To: BOS-Supervisors
Cc: BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: FW: Signed Change.org Petitions: Amazon/Whole Foods 675 Geary Blvd
Date: Tuesday, November 17, 2020 1:29:17 PM
Attachments: San Francisco PC Petition Signatures.pdf

From: Claire Courtney <ccourtney@ufcw5.org> 
Sent: Monday, November 16, 2020 8:59 PM
To: Board of Supervisors, (BOS) <board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org>
Subject: Signed Change.org Petitions: Amazon/Whole Foods 675 Geary Blvd
 

 

To the Honorable San Francisco Board of Supervisors.
 
Attached is a petition signed by 897 individuals, imploring Amazon to make their Whole Foods
Market 100% union. Without the promise of a unionized Amazon Whole Foods Market, the Board of
Supervisors must deny Amazon’s CUA.
 
San Francisco has an opportunity to lead the nation by taking a proactive stand on behalf of the
hardworking employees of Whole Foods stores. Requiring Amazon to build its store with union
workers and to allow the employees the right to choose a union without repercussion fits with The
City’s Progressive values.
 
Sincerely,
 
Claire Courtney
San Francisco Resident
(District 5)
 
 
 
 
 



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Board of Supervisors, (BOS)
To: BOS-Supervisors
Cc: BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: FW: Objection to Proposed Amazon-Whole Foods Project on Geary Blvd
Date: Tuesday, November 17, 2020 1:29:00 PM

From: Beethoven Gerber <beethoveng925@berkeley.edu> 
Sent: Monday, November 16, 2020 8:27 PM
To: Board of Supervisors, (BOS) <board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org>
Subject: Objection to Proposed Amazon-Whole Foods Project on Geary Blvd
 

 

Hello!
 
I object to the Planning Departments 'common sense' CEQA exemption determination for a
proposed Whole Foods Market at 2675 Geary Blvd, and ask that you uphold the appeal and direct
Planning staff to prepare an initial study of the projects potentially significant environmental impacts
in accordance with CEQA, and mitigate any impacts the study might identify. Additionally, the
project is in an 'air pollution exposure zone,' meaning nearby residents already face an elevated risk
of inhaling diesel exhaust and the corresponding health risks, the additional of Whole Foods would
only add to the already elevated exposure. 
 
Amazon/ Whole Foods is not a "neighborhood" grocery store. The City Center falls within the City's
Formula Retail Ordinance, designed to limit the number of national chain stores in an effort to
protect San Francisco's many small, locally owned businesses. There are 496 Amazon-Whole Foods
stores nationwide. San Francisco should not both grant this nationwide store a Conditional Use
Authorization to permit a Formula Retail and, at the same time, allow them to be exempt from
standard environmental analysis and mitigation.
 
Protecting workers and residents is of the essence, particularly during the coronavirus pandemic.
San Francisco should consider a more responsible grocer as an alternative to Amazon-Whole Foods,
while also ensuring standard environmental health protocol take place for the current proposed
project. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Best,
Beethoven Gerber
--
Beethoven Gerber
University of California, Berkeley | Class of 2020
Pronouns: she/hers | (650) 380-3698
 



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Board of Supervisors, (BOS)
To: BOS-Supervisors
Cc: BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: FW: Proposed Amazon Whole Foods at 2675 Geary
Date: Tuesday, November 17, 2020 1:28:40 PM

From: Anna Young <amyoungsf@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, November 16, 2020 7:46 PM
To: Board of Supervisors, (BOS) <board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org>
Subject: Proposed Amazon Whole Foods at 2675 Geary
 

 

Hi-
I object to the Planning Departments 'common sense' CEQA exemption determination for a
proposed Whole Foods Market at 2675 Geary Blvd, and ask that you uphold the appeal and direct
Planning staff to prepare an initial study of the projects potentially significant environmental
impacts in accordance with CEQA, and mitigate any impacts the study might identify. Additionally,
the project is in an 'air pollution exposure zone,' meaning nearby residents already face an elevated
risk of inhaling diesel exhaust and the corresponding health risks, the additional of Whole Foods
would only add to the already elevated exposure. 
 
Amazon/ Whole Foods is not a "neighborhood" grocery store. The City Center falls within the City's
Formula Retail Ordinance, designed to limit the number of national chain stores in an effort to
protect San Francisco's many small, locally owned businesses. There are 496 Amazon-Whole Foods
stores nationwide. San Francisco should not both grant this nationwide store a Conditional Use
Authorization to permit a Formula Retail and, at the same time, allow them to be exempt from
standard environmental analysis and mitigation.
 
Protecting workers and residents is of the essence, particularly during the coronavirus pandemic.
San Francisco should consider a more responsible grocer as an alternative to Amazon-Whole Foods,
while also ensuring standard environmental health protocol take place for the current proposed
project. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
All the best, 
Anna



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Board of Supervisors, (BOS)
To: BOS-Supervisors
Cc: BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: FW: Whole Foods Market at 2675 Geary
Date: Tuesday, November 17, 2020 10:43:02 AM

From: Clara Liang <clbliang@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, November 16, 2020 7:45 PM
To: Board of Supervisors, (BOS) <board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org>
Subject: Whole Foods Market at 2675 Geary
 

 

Hi,
 
I object to the Planning Departments 'common sense' CEQA exemption determination for a proposed Whole
Foods Market at 2675 Geary Blvd, and ask that you uphold the appeal and direct Planning staff to prepare an
initial study of the projects potentially significant environmental impacts in accordance with CEQA, and mitigate
any impacts the study might identify. Additionally, the project is in an 'air pollution exposure zone,' meaning nearby
residents already face an elevated risk of inhaling diesel exhaust and the corresponding health risks, the additional
of Whole Foods would only add to the already elevated exposure. 
 
Amazon/ Whole Foods is not a "neighborhood" grocery store. The City Center falls within the City's Formula Retail
Ordinance, designed to limit the number of national chain stores in an effort to protect San Francisco's many
small, locally owned businesses. There are 496 Amazon-Whole Foods stores nationwide. San Francisco should
not both grant this nationwide store a Conditional Use Authorization to permit a Formula Retail and, at the same
time, allow them to be exempt from standard environmental analysis and mitigation.
 
Protecting workers and residents is of the essence, particularly during the coronavirus pandemic. San Francisco
should consider a more responsible grocer as an alternative to Amazon-Whole Foods, while also ensuring
standard environmental health protocol take place for the current proposed project. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
Clara 
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
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From: Board of Supervisors, (BOS)
To: BOS-Supervisors
Cc: BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: FW: Whole Food Market on Geary Street
Date: Monday, November 16, 2020 2:27:24 PM

From: Joanne Desmond <jtd@local16.org> 
Sent: Monday, November 16, 2020 2:19 PM
To: Board of Supervisors, (BOS) <board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org>
Subject: Whole Food Market on Geary Street
 

 

Dear Supervisor’s,
 
I object to the proposed Whole Foods Market on Geary Street for the following reasons:
 
They are far from a “Neighborhood Store” and will directly impact smaller family owned businesses.
 
They will create traffic and carbon emissions by the amount of cars and trucks that will be needed to
supply them.
 
Amazon does not value its employees in terms of working conditions.
 
San Francisco does not need another Whole Foods.
 
Respectfully,
 
Joanne Desmond
 
Joanne Desmond
Assistant Business Agent
I.A.T.S.E. Local 16
240 Second Street
San Francisco, CA 94105
Phone: 415-441-6400
Cell: 415-640-8084
www.local16.org
 



“Serving the Bay Area Entertainment Industry for over 125 Years”

 



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Board of Supervisors, (BOS)
To: BOS-Supervisors
Cc: BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: FW: Reject CEQA exemption (File No. 201127)
Date: Monday, November 16, 2020 9:19:48 AM

From: linda ray <dadaray2002@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Sunday, November 15, 2020 10:11 PM
To: Board of Supervisors, (BOS) <board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org>
Subject: Reject CEQA exemption
 

 

Dear San Francisco Board of Supervisors Members;
 
I urge you to reject the CEQA exemption for the proposed Whole Foods Store at 2675 Geary Blvd.  There
needs to be a study of any potential environmental impacts before giving any approval.
 
Amazon/Whole Foods is not a local neighborhood business and by not upholding labor standards gets an
unfair advantage over responsible grocers. 
 
Sincerely, Linda Ray
Resident of San Francisco for the last 47 years
dadaray2002@yahoo.com



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Board of Supervisors, (BOS)
To: BOS-Supervisors
Cc: BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: FW: Whole Foods Market at 2675 Geary Blvd, (File No. 201127)
Date: Monday, November 16, 2020 9:18:05 AM

From: Frank Martin del Campo <poderpopular@sbcglobal.net> 
Sent: Sunday, November 15, 2020 7:45 AM
To: Board of Supervisors, (BOS) <board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org>
Cc: Rudy Gonzalez <rudy@sflaborcouncil.org>; Karl Kramer <sflivingwage@riseup.net>; Nicky
Trasviña <nrtrasvina@gmail.com>; Louis Parrilla <louiscparrilla@gmail.com>; Gregorio Dillon
<gregorydillon@gmail.com>
Subject: Whole Foods Market at 2675 Geary Blvd,
 

 

Dear San Francisco Board of Supervisors,

I object to the Planning Department’s “common sense” CEQA exemption
determination for a proposed Whole Foods Market at 2675 Geary Blvd, and
ask that you uphold the appeal and direct Planning staff to prepare an initial
study of the project’s potentially significant environmental impacts in
accordance with CEQA, and mitigate any impacts the study might identify.

A project only qualifies for the ‘common sense’ exemption from CEQA
if it can be seen “with certainty” that there is “no possibility” of a
significant impact. That finding cannot be made here.
Amazon/Whole Foods are not ‘neighborhood’ grocery stores. This
store in particular will draw people from multiple areas of the City at all
hours of the day. And, in addition to regular in store customers and
delivery trucks, it will also draw customers seeking grocery delivery
and pickup that will draw additional daily vehicles. 
The project is an ‘air pollution exposure zone’ (APEZ), meaning the
people living nearby currently face an elevated risk of cancer from
inhaling diesel exhaust from the truck deliveries servicing the existing
Target, etc. At-risk children at the adjacent Mt. St. Joseph Elizabeth
Epiphany Center and the Raoul Wallenberg Traditional High School,
currently experience an elevated cancer risk from exposure to air
pollutant emissions – it will only get worse with the Whole Foods. 
Amazon/Whole Foods cynically calculates the project’s contribution to
that cancer risk based on “net new truck trips,” assuming that the Best
Buy (closed for 3 years) is still operating, so that the Project’s
contribution is relatively small.
An independent air quality expert firm Environmental Permitting



Services did a health risk assessment and found significant impacts
relating to the proposed Amazon/Whole Foods.
The City Center falls within the City’s Formula Retail Ordinance,
designed to limit the number of national chain stores in an effort to
protect San Francisco’s many small, locally owned businesses. There
are 496 Amazon Whole Foods stores nationwide. Is San Francisco going
to both grant this national store a Conditional Use Authorization to
permit a Formula Retail and, at the same time, allow them to be
exempt from any environmental analysis and mitigation?
Amazon is the most valuable public company in the world, run by the
richest man in the world, CEO Jeff Bezos, who really makes his money
by lowering work standards, not offering healthcare and retirement to
his workers. This gives his company an advantage over responsible
grocers. 
Protecting workers is of the essence, particularly during this
coronavirus pandemic. Amazon and Whole Foods have proven that they
can’t keep their workers safe during the pandemic. They have been
criticized for the outbreaks of coronavirus in their workplaces. We can’t
afford to have an employer who refuses to care about their workers’
safety. A Progressive city like San Francisco should NOT let this
happen.

 
Stand tall, Fight Back!
 
Solidaridad 
 

F.X. Martín del Campo
SFLCLAA

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication
is confidential, legally privileged and subject to all California right to privacy
laws including, but not limited to, electronic communications. 

This information is intended only for the use of the addressee.  Unauthorized use,

disclosure, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
transmission in error, please notify the sender immediately by replying to the
transmission with a cc to the author, and deleting the contents from your
computer.

 


