
 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
Attn: Rules Committee   
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
City Hall, Room 244 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 
 
Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,   

My name is Teresa Mejia, the Executive Director from The Women’s Building and 
am writing in strong support of Manny Yekutiel for the San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Agency (SFMTA) Board. 

 

Manny Yekutiel will be an asset to the SFMTA board because of his support and 
knowledge of the community. He is involved in bringing two important sectors of 
the city together with his community-based business that supports the 
neighborhood. Manny’s has shown to be a visionary with his business of 
combining a restaurant, bar, coffee shop, political bookstore and civic events 
space. 

Manny is an organizer in a city and in a neighborhood where we need more 
space for the community to celebrate and organize. Manny’s has been that 
place where people meet! He has organized over 500 civic events, hosted 
upwards of 100 local nonprofits and advocacy groups. Another area that he 
has supported is Farming Hope, an organization that employs formerly homeless 
and incarcerated individuals where they are provided training and attain full 
time jobs.  

I believe the SFMTA Board will benefit from someone like Manny who has great 
knowledge as a community member, organizer, and small-business owner to use 
as it pertains to transit while also having deep connection and understanding on 
the needs of the community. For these reasons, I urge you to support Manny’s 
nomination to the SFMTA Board.  

Sincerely, 

Teresa Mejia 

Executive Director, The Women’s Building 
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December 22, 2020 

San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
Attn: Rules Committee   
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
City Hall, Room 244 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 
 
Letter of Support for SFMTA Nominee, Manny Yekutiel 
 
Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,   

My name is Tyler Gregory and I serve as the Executive Director of JCRC (the Jewish 
Community Relations Council). I am writing in strong support of Manny Yekutiel’s consideration 
for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) Board. 

I first met Manny in a program for emerging queer Jewish leaders in San Francisco, and years 
of friendship later, am thrilled to see his leadership transform civic engagement in the Mission 
and across our city. Professionally, JCRC has worked closely with Manny as he engaged with 
city and community leaders to open Manny’s in 2018. This year, in recognition of his important 
and tireless work and impact, JCRC honored Manny at our annual gala with our Jewish-Civic 
Leadership Award. In addition to being a small business leader, he is an upstanding, 
courageous and proudly Jewish supporter of our city, its history its residents. 
 
His commitment from the start was to create a space that not only brewed a great cup of coffee 
but provided a safe and central space for timely and impactful civic events. Since he opened the 
doors to this unique space, he has been focused on creating a central and affordable place 
where members of the community can become better informed and more involved citizens.  
 
Manny has organized over 500 civic events and hosted more than 100 local nonprofits and 
advocacy groups. Through Farming Hope, Manny’s has also hired 16 formerly homeless or 
incarcerated individuals who have graduated from their training kitchen and now have full-time 
jobs. His role as a convener and provider of civic programming for the City has given him unique 
insight into how this City works, the needs of disparate communities, and how to work 
collaboratively across City departments.  

I’m confident that as a community member, organizer, and small business owner Manny will do 
an excellent job representing all of the various communities who have a stake in what happens 
within the SFMTA. I encourage you to support his nomination to the Board.  

 
(cont’d) 
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Sincerely, 

 
Tyler Gregory 
Executive Director 
Jewish Community Relations Council 
tgregory@jcrc.org 
 



25 Taylor Street, Suite 705 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
www.transgenderdistrictsf.com 
 
 
 

 

 

San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

Attn: Rules Committee   

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 

City Hall, Room 244 

San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

 

 

Re: Letter of Support for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency Board (SFMTA) Nominee, 

Manny Yekutiel 

 

Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,   

My name is Aria Sa’id and I am a Co-Founder and the Executive Director of the Transgender District.  I am writing 

in strong support of Manny Yekutiel for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) 

Board. 

Manny has demonstrated a strong connection to the community, specifically the small business community. As the 

owner of Manny’s, a staple in the Mission District, combining a restaurant, bar, coffee shop, political bookstore and 

civic events space. 

Manny has organized over 500 civic events, hosted upwards of 100 local nonprofits and advocacy groups. Through 

Farming Hope, Manny’s has also hired 16 formerly homeless or incarcerated individuals, who have graduated from 

their training kitchen and now have full time jobs.  

His role as a convener and provider of civic programming for the City has given him unique insight into how this 

City works, the needs of the community, and how to work collaboratively across City departments.  

I believe the SFMTA Board will benefit from someone like Manny who can be the lynchpin between small business 

needs as it pertains to transit while also having deep connection and understanding on the needs of the community.  

It is also not lost on me that Manny would be the sole LGBTQ identified voice on the SFMTA board, representation 

that is much needed not just within the SFMTA but across the board in our City’s government.  

It is for these aforementioned reasons, I urge you to support Manny’s nomination to the SFMTA Board.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Aria Sa’id  

Co-Founder & Executive Director  

The Transgender District  
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San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
Attn: Rules Committee   
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
City Hall, Room 244 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

Re: Letter of Support for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 
Board (SFMTA) Nominee, Manny Yekutiel 

Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,   

My name is Doris Campos, owner of Panchitas and am writing in strong support 
of Manny Yekutiel for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 
(SFMTA) Board. 

Manny has demonstrated a strong connection to the community, specifically 
the small business community. Since his arrival to the neighborhood, Manny has 
built connections among neighboring businesses and community which is why 
we as a neighborhood have been able to thrive during such a troublesome 
year. His leadership is so genuine, that you do not need too much time to realize 
his impact. 

I’m confident that as a community member, organizer, and small business owner 
Manny will do an excellent job representing all of the various communities who 
have a stake in what happens within SFMTA. He understands the needs of the 
community and that’s exactly what we need on the board. He’s a listener and 
a convener.  

I believe the SFMTA Board will benefit from someone like Manny who can be the 
bridge between small business needs as it pertains to transit while also having 
deep connection and understanding on the needs of the community. It is for 
these aforementioned reasons, I urge you to support Manny’s nomination to the 
SFMTA Board.  

Sincerely, 

Doris Campos 

Panchitas #2  
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December 21rst. 2020 
 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
Attn: Rules Committee   
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
City Hall, Room 244 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 
 
Re: Letter of Support for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency Board (SFMTA) 

Nominee, Manny Yekutiel 

Honorable Members of the Board of Supervisors,   

My name is Carlos Solorzano and I am the CEO of the Hispanic Chambers of Commerce of San 

Francisco (HCCSF), the Board of Directors and myself are writing to present our strong support for 

Mr. Manny Yekutiel to be selected for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) 

Board. 

We know Manny when he was starting his Business on 16th. Street and Valencia, we met many times 
to support his endeavors. As a member of the HCCSF he always has been eager to support small 
businesses through his location. Manny has demonstrated a strong connection to the community, 
specifically the small business community and this continue to grow everyday. As the owner of 
Manny’s, a staple in the Mission District, combining a restaurant, bar, coffee shop, political 
bookstore and civic events space. 

Manny has organized over 500 civic events, hosted upwards of 100 local nonprofits and advocacy 
groups. Through Farming Hope, Manny’s has also hired 16 formerly homeless or incarcerated 
individuals, who have graduated from their training kitchen and now have full time jobs.  

His role as a convener and provider of civic programming for the City has given him unique insight 
into how this City works, the needs of the community, and how to work collaboratively across City 
departments.  He has demonstrated over and over his leadership and capabilities to represent small 
businesses. 

We are confident that as a community member, organizer, and small business owner Manny will do 

an excellent job representing all of the various communities who have a stake in what happens 

within SFMTA. He understands the needs of the community and that’s exactly what we need on the 

board. He’s a listener and a convener.  

 

 

 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

Carlos Solórzano-Cuadra 
CEO 

Multi Visión Latina, LLC 
Business Consulting & PR 

 
Victor Reyes-Umana 

Chairman of the Board 
Bodega del Sur Winery 

 
A. Raúl Hernández 

CFO/Treasurer 
Hood & Strong, LLC 

 
Frank A. Ayala 

Secretary 
Ayala Realty & Investments 

 
 

DIRECTORS 
 

Martha Vaughan 
Futura Realty 

 
Miriam Chaname 

MC Taxes & Immigration 
Services 

 
Randy Olson-Gallegos 

Olson Consulting 
 

Carlos Bonilla 
C&P Auto Body 

 
Guillermo Moran 

Eco-Delight Coffee 
Roasting Company 

 
Antonio Lau 
InovaNow 

IT & Web Services 
 

Manuel Cosme Jr. 
Payroll Partners, Inc. 

Legislative Committee Chair 
 

Alex Maltez 
Bay Area Homes 

 
ADVISORS 

 
Adam Thongsavat 

Airbnb 
 

Astrid Acero-Lopez 
Medicare Plans Broker 

 
Eduardo Arenas 
EAB Brokerage 

 
Eric Maldonado 

Redwood Credit Union 
 

Gabriela Sapp, MBA 
Equitable Growth Solutions 

 
Sandra Beaton 

Beaton Global Connections 
 

Servio Gomez 
Back to The Picture 

 
Manuel Rosales 

The Latino Coalition 
 

Karla Garcia 
Bris’s Creations 

CEIWY 
 
 

mailto:Info@hccsf.com
http://www.hccsf.com/


 

3597 Mission Street  San Francisco  CA  94110 

415-735-6120  415-259-1498 

E-mail Info@hccsf.com  www.hccsf.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We believe the SFMTA Board will benefit from someone like Manny who can be the lynchpin 
between small business needs as it pertains to transit while also having deep connection and 
understanding on the needs of the community. It is for these aforementioned reasons; we the board 
of the HCCSF and myself urge you to support Manny’s nomination to the SFMTA Board.  

If you have any questions please, contact me at your convenience. Have a great and safe holidays all! 

 
 
Sincerely yours;  
 
 
 
Carlos Solórzano-Cuadra 
CEO 
Hispanic Chambers of Commerce 
Of San Francisco (HCCSF) 
Office: 415.735.6120 
Direct: 415-259-1498 
E mail: carlos@hccsf.com  
 
 
Cc: HCCSF Board of Directors 

mailto:Info@hccsf.com
http://www.hccsf.com/
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San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

Attn: Rules Committee   

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 

City Hall, Room 244 

San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

 

 

Re: Letter of Support for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency Board (SFMTA) Nominee, 

Manny Yekutiel 

 

Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,   

My name is Aria Sa’id and I am a Co-Founder and the Executive Director of the Transgender District.  I am writing 

in strong support of Manny Yekutiel for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) 

Board. 

Manny has demonstrated a strong connection to the community, specifically the small business community. As the 

owner of Manny’s, a staple in the Mission District, combining a restaurant, bar, coffee shop, political bookstore and 

civic events space. 

Manny has organized over 500 civic events, hosted upwards of 100 local nonprofits and advocacy groups. Through 

Farming Hope, Manny’s has also hired 16 formerly homeless or incarcerated individuals, who have graduated from 

their training kitchen and now have full time jobs.  

His role as a convener and provider of civic programming for the City has given him unique insight into how this 

City works, the needs of the community, and how to work collaboratively across City departments.  

I believe the SFMTA Board will benefit from someone like Manny who can be the lynchpin between small business 

needs as it pertains to transit while also having deep connection and understanding on the needs of the community.  

It is also not lost on me that Manny would be the sole LGBTQ identified voice on the SFMTA board, representation 

that is much needed not just within the SFMTA but across the board in our City’s government.  

It is for these aforementioned reasons, I urge you to support Manny’s nomination to the SFMTA Board.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Aria Sa’id  

Co-Founder & Executive Director  

The Transgender District  
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San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
Attn: Rules Committee   
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
City Hall, Room 244 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

Re: Letter of Support for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 
Board (SFMTA) Nominee, Manny Yekutiel 

Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,   

My name is Doris Campos, owner of Panchitas and am writing in strong support 
of Manny Yekutiel for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 
(SFMTA) Board. 

Manny has demonstrated a strong connection to the community, specifically 
the small business community. Since his arrival to the neighborhood, Manny has 
built connections among neighboring businesses and community which is why 
we as a neighborhood have been able to thrive during such a troublesome 
year. His leadership is so genuine, that you do not need too much time to realize 
his impact. 

I’m confident that as a community member, organizer, and small business owner 
Manny will do an excellent job representing all of the various communities who 
have a stake in what happens within SFMTA. He understands the needs of the 
community and that’s exactly what we need on the board. He’s a listener and 
a convener.  

I believe the SFMTA Board will benefit from someone like Manny who can be the 
bridge between small business needs as it pertains to transit while also having 
deep connection and understanding on the needs of the community. It is for 
these aforementioned reasons, I urge you to support Manny’s nomination to the 
SFMTA Board.  

Sincerely, 

Doris Campos 

Panchitas #2  



San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
Attn: Rules Committee   
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
City Hall, Room 244 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

Re: Letter of Support for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 
Board (SFMTA) Nominee, Manny Yekutiel 

Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,   

My name is Doris Campos, owner of Panchitas and am writing in strong support 
of Manny Yekutiel for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 
(SFMTA) Board. 

Manny has demonstrated a strong connection to the community, specifically 
the small business community. Since his arrival to the neighborhood, Manny has 
built connections among neighboring businesses and community which is why 
we as a neighborhood have been able to thrive during such a troublesome 
year. His leadership is so genuine, that you do not need too much time to realize 
his impact. 

I’m confident that as a community member, organizer, and small business owner 
Manny will do an excellent job representing all of the various communities who 
have a stake in what happens within SFMTA. He understands the needs of the 
community and that’s exactly what we need on the board. He’s a listener and 
a convener.  

I believe the SFMTA Board will benefit from someone like Manny who can be the 
bridge between small business needs as it pertains to transit while also having 
deep connection and understanding on the needs of the community. It is for 
these aforementioned reasons, I urge you to support Manny’s nomination to the 
SFMTA Board.  

Sincerely, 

Doris Campos 

Panchitas #2  
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December 22, 2020 

San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
Attn: Rules Committee   
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
City Hall, Room 244 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 
 
Letter of Support for SFMTA Nominee, Manny Yekutiel 
 
Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,   

My name is Tyler Gregory and I serve as the Executive Director of JCRC (the Jewish 
Community Relations Council). I am writing in strong support of Manny Yekutiel’s consideration 
for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) Board. 

I first met Manny in a program for emerging queer Jewish leaders in San Francisco, and years 
of friendship later, am thrilled to see his leadership transform civic engagement in the Mission 
and across our city. Professionally, JCRC has worked closely with Manny as he engaged with 
city and community leaders to open Manny’s in 2018. This year, in recognition of his important 
and tireless work and impact, JCRC honored Manny at our annual gala with our Jewish-Civic 
Leadership Award. In addition to being a small business leader, he is an upstanding, 
courageous and proudly Jewish supporter of our city, its history its residents. 
 
His commitment from the start was to create a space that not only brewed a great cup of coffee 
but provided a safe and central space for timely and impactful civic events. Since he opened the 
doors to this unique space, he has been focused on creating a central and affordable place 
where members of the community can become better informed and more involved citizens.  
 
Manny has organized over 500 civic events and hosted more than 100 local nonprofits and 
advocacy groups. Through Farming Hope, Manny’s has also hired 16 formerly homeless or 
incarcerated individuals who have graduated from their training kitchen and now have full-time 
jobs. His role as a convener and provider of civic programming for the City has given him unique 
insight into how this City works, the needs of disparate communities, and how to work 
collaboratively across City departments.  

I’m confident that as a community member, organizer, and small business owner Manny will do 
an excellent job representing all of the various communities who have a stake in what happens 
within the SFMTA. I encourage you to support his nomination to the Board.  

 
(cont’d) 
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Sincerely, 

 
Tyler Gregory 
Executive Director 
Jewish Community Relations Council 
tgregory@jcrc.org 
 



 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
Attn: Rules Committee   
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
City Hall, Room 244 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 
 
Re: Letter of Support for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 
Board (SFMTA) Nominee, Manny Yekutiel 

Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,   

My name is Edward Duran, of Taqueria La Cumbre. La Cumbre is a fixture and 
has been operating in the Mission since 1967. This letter comes to you to serve 
notice that Manny Yekutiel would be a good candidate for the San Francisco 
Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) Board. 

Manny demonstrates a strong connection to the community, specifically the 
small business community. As the owner of Manny’s, a community favorite in the 
Mission District, combining a restaurant, bar, coffee shop and civic events 
space. 

I’m confident that as a community member and small business owner Manny 
will do an excellent job representing the myriad of communities who have a 
stake in what happens within San Francisco. He understands the needs of the 
community and that’s exactly what is vital on the board.  

I believe the SFMTA Board will welcome Manny who can be the lynchpin 
between small business needs as it pertains to transit while also having deep 
connection and understanding on the needs of the community. It is for these 
aforementioned reasons, I urge you to support Manny’s nomination to the 
SFMTA Board.  

Sincerely, 

Edward Duran 
Taqueria La Cumbre 

515 Valencia Street  

San Francisco, CA. 94110 
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December 22, 2020 

San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
Attn: Rules Committee   
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
City Hall, Room 244 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 
 
Letter of Support for SFMTA Nominee, Manny Yekutiel 
 
Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,   

My name is Tyler Gregory and I serve as the Executive Director of JCRC (the Jewish 
Community Relations Council). I am writing in strong support of Manny Yekutiel’s consideration 
for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) Board. 

I first met Manny in a program for emerging queer Jewish leaders in San Francisco, and years 
of friendship later, am thrilled to see his leadership transform civic engagement in the Mission 
and across our city. Professionally, JCRC has worked closely with Manny as he engaged with 
city and community leaders to open Manny’s in 2018. This year, in recognition of his important 
and tireless work and impact, JCRC honored Manny at our annual gala with our Jewish-Civic 
Leadership Award. In addition to being a small business leader, he is an upstanding, 
courageous and proudly Jewish supporter of our city, its history its residents. 
 
His commitment from the start was to create a space that not only brewed a great cup of coffee 
but provided a safe and central space for timely and impactful civic events. Since he opened the 
doors to this unique space, he has been focused on creating a central and affordable place 
where members of the community can become better informed and more involved citizens.  
 
Manny has organized over 500 civic events and hosted more than 100 local nonprofits and 
advocacy groups. Through Farming Hope, Manny’s has also hired 16 formerly homeless or 
incarcerated individuals who have graduated from their training kitchen and now have full-time 
jobs. His role as a convener and provider of civic programming for the City has given him unique 
insight into how this City works, the needs of disparate communities, and how to work 
collaboratively across City departments.  

I’m confident that as a community member, organizer, and small business owner Manny will do 
an excellent job representing all of the various communities who have a stake in what happens 
within the SFMTA. I encourage you to support his nomination to the Board.  

 
(cont’d) 
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Sincerely, 

 
Tyler Gregory 
Executive Director 
Jewish Community Relations Council 
tgregory@jcrc.org 
 



 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
Attn: Rules Committee   
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
City Hall, Room 244 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 
 
Re: Letter of Support for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 
Board (SFMTA) Nominee, Manny Yekutiel 

Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,   

My name is Aria Said and I’m the Executive Director of the Transgender District.  I 
am writing in strong support of Manny Yekutiel for the San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Agency (SFMTA) Board. 

 Some sample language you can use or edit as desired: 

Manny has demonstrated a strong connection to the community, specifically 
the small business community. As the owner of Manny’s, a staple in the Mission 
District, combining a restaurant, bar, coffee shop, political bookstore and civic 
events space. 

Manny has organized over 500 civic events, hosted upwards of 100 local 
nonprofits and advocacy groups. Through Farming Hope, Manny’s has also 
hired 16 formerly homeless or incarcerated individuals, who have graduated 
from their training kitchen and now have full time jobs.  

His role as a convener and provider of civic programming for the City has given 
him unique insight into how this City works, the needs of the community, and 
how to work collaboratively across City departments.  

I believe the SFMTA Board will benefit from someone like Manny who can be the 
lynchpin between small business needs as it pertains to transit while also having 
deep connection and understanding on the needs of the community.  

It is also not lost on me that Manny would be the sole LGBTQ identified voice on 
the SFMTA board, representation that is much needed not just within the SFMTA 
but across the board in our City’s government.  

It is for these aforementioned reasons, I urge you to support Manny’s nomination 
to the SFMTA Board.  

Sincerely,  

Aria Said – The Transgeder District  



 
 



 
 

 
 

December 8, 2020 
 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
1 Dr. Carlton B Goodlett Pl #244 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
 
Re: SFMTA Board – Manny Yekutiel - SUPPORT 
 
Dear San Francisco Board of Supervisors,  
 
The California Music & Culture Association (CMAC) is the trade association that represents music venues, night 
clubs, outdoor festivals, and general live music in San Francisco. Today we are writing to express our support for the 
Manny Yekutiel as a candidate for SFMTA Board.  

We cannot overstate how significant the impact of the pandemic has been on our members. We are looking at a 
plausible future where a majority of the best loved music venues in SF simply do not survive the next ten months. 
When they do shutter forever, there is no guarantee that other operators will step in to open them again. We need to 
find solutions now to give them the best chance to survive, to rebuild, and to thrive post COVID19. There is no 
magic bullet, but we believe that many important decisions will be made by the SFMTA and its Board in the near 
future.  

It is for this reason that we support Manny Yekutiel enthusiastically for a position on the SFMTA Board. We need a 
small business owner, activist, and person of integrity just like Manny pushing the SFMTA to make thoughtful 
decisions that support the live music ecosystem in San Francisco. Manny would bring a much needed perspective and 
experience to the position. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Duncan Ley 
Board Chair 
California Music & Culture Association 



 
 

 
 

December 8, 2020 
 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
1 Dr. Carlton B Goodlett Pl #244 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
 
Re: SFMTA Board – Manny Yekutiel - SUPPORT 
 
Dear San Francisco Board of Supervisors,  
 
The California Music & Culture Association (CMAC) is the trade association that represents music venues, night 
clubs, outdoor festivals, and general live music in San Francisco. Today we are writing to express our support for the 
Manny Yekutiel as a candidate for SFMTA Board.  

We cannot overstate how significant the impact of the pandemic has been on our members. We are looking at a 
plausible future where a majority of the best loved music venues in SF simply do not survive the next ten months. 
When they do shutter forever, there is no guarantee that other operators will step in to open them again. We need to 
find solutions now to give them the best chance to survive, to rebuild, and to thrive post COVID19. There is no 
magic bullet, but we believe that many important decisions will be made by the SFMTA and its Board in the near 
future.  

It is for this reason that we support Manny Yekutiel enthusiastically for a position on the SFMTA Board. We need a 
small business owner, activist, and person of integrity just like Manny pushing the SFMTA to make thoughtful 
decisions that support the live music ecosystem in San Francisco. Manny would bring a much needed perspective and 
experience to the position. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Duncan Ley 
Board Chair 
California Music & Culture Association 



 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
Attn: Rules Committee   
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
City Hall, Room 244 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 
 
Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,   

My name is Teresa Mejia, the Executive Director from The Women’s Building and 
am writing in strong support of Manny Yekutiel for the San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Agency (SFMTA) Board. 

 

Manny Yekutiel will be an asset to the SFMTA board because of his support and 
knowledge of the community. He is involved in bringing two important sectors of 
the city together with his community-based business that supports the 
neighborhood. Manny’s has shown to be a visionary with his business of 
combining a restaurant, bar, coffee shop, political bookstore and civic events 
space. 

Manny is an organizer in a city and in a neighborhood where we need more 
space for the community to celebrate and organize. Manny’s has been that 
place where people meet! He has organized over 500 civic events, hosted 
upwards of 100 local nonprofits and advocacy groups. Another area that he 
has supported is Farming Hope, an organization that employs formerly homeless 
and incarcerated individuals where they are provided training and attain full 
time jobs.  

I believe the SFMTA Board will benefit from someone like Manny who has great 
knowledge as a community member, organizer, and small-business owner to use 
as it pertains to transit while also having deep connection and understanding on 
the needs of the community. For these reasons, I urge you to support Manny’s 
nomination to the SFMTA Board.  

Sincerely, 

Teresa Mejia 

Executive Director, The Women’s Building 

 
 



 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
Attn: Rules Committee   
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
City Hall, Room 244 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 
 
Re: Letter of Support for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 
Board (SFMTA) Nominee, Manny Yekutiel 

Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,   

My name is _____ and I am [provide job title/organization] and am writing in 
strong support of Manny Yekutiel for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation 
Agency (SFMTA) Board. 

 Some sample language you can use or edit as desired (but it’s better to make it 
personal!):  

Manny has demonstrated a strong connection to the community, specifically 
the small business community. As the owner of Manny’s, a staple in the Mission 
District, combining a restaurant, bar, coffee shop, political bookstore and civic 
events space. 

Manny has organized over 500 civic events, hosted upwards of 100 local 
nonprofits and advocacy groups. Through Farming Hope, Manny’s has also 
hired 16 formerly homeless or incarcerated individuals, who have graduated 
from their training kitchen and now have full time jobs.  

His role as a convener and provider of civic programming for the City has given 
him unique insight into how this City works, the needs of the community, and 
how to work collaboratively across City departments.  

I’m confident that as a community member, organizer, and small business 
owner Manny will do an excellent job representing all of the various 
communities who have a stake in what happens within SFMTA. He understands 
the needs of the community and that’s exactly what we need on the board. 
He’s a listener and a convener.  

I believe the SFMTA Board will benefit from someone like Manny who can be the 
lynchpin between small business needs as it pertains to transit while also having 
deep connection and understanding on the needs of the community. It is for 
these aforementioned reasons, I urge you to support Manny’s nomination to the 
SFMTA Board.  

Sincerely, 



Name of Author 

Organization 

 
 



 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
Attn: Rules Committee   
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
City Hall, Room 244 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 
 
Re: Letter of Support for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 
Board (SFMTA) Nominee, Manny Yekutiel 

Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,   

My name is Pablo Romano CEO/Principal at Venga Inc and am writing in strong 
support of Manny Yekutiel for the San Francisco Municipal Transportation 
Agency (SFMTA) Board. 

As a business neighbour and long acquaintance i vouch that mr Yekutiel’s 
conscientious  yet practical thinking would be very useful for the advocacy and 
support that local public transit is in dire need of in these Covid times, now more 
than pretty much ever. 

Manny has demonstrated a strong connection to the community, specifically 
the small business community. As the owner of Manny’s, a staple in the Mission 
District, combining a restaurant, bar, coffee shop, political bookstore and civic 
events space. 

Manny has organized over 500 civic events, hosted upwards of 100 local 
nonprofits and advocacy groups. Through Farming Hope, Manny’s has also 
hired 16 formerly homeless or incarcerated individuals, who have graduated 
from their training kitchen and now have full time jobs.  

His role as a convener and provider of civic programming for the City has given 
him unique insight into how this City works, the needs of the community, and 
how to work collaboratively across City departments.  

I’m confident that as a community member, organizer, and small business 
owner Manny will do an excellent job representing all of the various 
communities who have a stake in what happens within SFMTA. He understands 
the needs of the community and that’s exactly what we need on the board. 
He’s a listener and a convener.  

I believe the SFMTA Board will benefit from someone like Manny who can be the 
lynchpin between small business needs as it pertains to transit while also having 
deep connection and understanding on the needs of the community. It is for 
these aforementioned reasons, I urge you to support Manny’s nomination to the 



SFMTA Board.  

Sincerely, 

 

Pablo A Romano 

Venga Inc 

 




