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C: Office of Chair Mar 
Office of Supervisor Ronen 
Viva Mogi, San Francisco Unified School District 

 Esther Casco, San Francisco Unified School District 

 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO: Vincent C. Matthews, Ed.D., Superintendent, San Francisco Unified School 

District 
 Maria Su, Director, Department of Children, Youth and Their Families 
 Anabel Ibanez, United Educators of San Francisco 
 
FROM: John Carroll, Assistant Clerk, 

Public Safety and Neighborhood Services Committee 
 
DATE:  January 14, 2021 
 
SUBJECT: HEARING MATTER INTRODUCED 

 
The San Francisco Board of Supervisors’ Public Safety and Neighborhood Services Committee 
has received the following hearing request, introduced by Supervisor Ronen on 
January 5, 2021: 
 

File No.  210019 
Hearing to discuss how the City can better assist the San Francisco Unified 
School District (SFUSD) in expanding the availability of social and emotional 
supports for students and families by taking inventory of the existing social and 
emotional support programs available to district families under distance learning 
and identifying specific unmet needs or gaps in the capacity of these programs 
(i.e., the need to fund additional school social worker positions to be able to visit 
and work with more families in need); and requesting the SFUSD, Department of 
Children, Youth and Their Families, Board of Education, and United Educators of 
San Francisco to report. 

 
If you have any comments or reports to be included with the file, please forward them to me at 
the Board of Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, 
CA 94102.  
 



  
      
 

 
 

       Supervisor Hillary Ronen 
   
In the early stages of the pandemic, San Francisco and other counties across the state 
required the immediate closure of schools to slow the spread of coronavirus in the 
community. School districts and educators across the state stepped up and adapted to 
the challenges of school closures by shifting towards online distance learning at a scale 
that had never been attempted before.  
 
But even with innovative distance learning measures in place, the COVID-19 school 
disruptions have had an extremely adverse effect on K-12 learning and overall student 
well-being, especially among low-income students and students of color.  
 
The ongoing school closures have substantially cut student learning time, limited the 
ability of educators to provide their usual level of support, diminished opportunities for 
students to develop their social and emotional skills, and increased rates of anxiety, 
depression, obesity, and other serious health conditions among students.  
 
The disproportionate health and economic impacts of COVID-19 on Black, Latino, Asian 
and Pacific Islander, and Native American families, including higher rates of job loss 
and COVID-19 infections, have only exacerbated the social and emotional challenges 
that students of color have had to endure during this crisis.  
 
Since the timeline for when students will be allowed to return to in-person instruction 
remains unclear, it is critical that the City partner with SFUSD to ramp up the availability 
of emergency supports and wraparound services to help students and families navigate 
the challenging experience of distance learning.     
 
I am calling a hearing to discuss how the City can better assist the School District in 
expanding the availability of social and emotional supports for students and families by: 

• Taking inventory of the existing social and emotional support programs 
available to district families under distance learning 

• Identifying specific unmet needs or gaps in the capacity of these programs (i.e., 
the need to fund additional school social worker positions to be able to visit and 
work with more families in need) 

 
I am directing the Clerk of the Board to invite the School District, the Director of the 
Department of Children, Youth and their Families (DCYF), School Board members, and 
the United Educators of San Francisco to attend. 
 



Print Form 

Introduction Form 

By a Member of the Board of Supervisors or Mayor 

Time stamp 

I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one): or meeting date 

1. For reference to Committee. (An Ordinance, Resolution, Motion or Charter Amendment).

inquiries" 
'-----------------------' 

0 6. Call File No. from Committee. 

D 7. Budget Analyst request (attached written motion). 

D 8. Substitute Legislation File No . 
..-----:::::========:::::;----� 

D 9. Reactivate File No. 
�-----------� 

D 10. Topic submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on 

Please check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following: 

D Small Business Commission D Youth Commission D Ethics Commission 

D Planning Commission D Building Inspection Commission 

Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use the Imperative Form. 

Sponsor(s): 

Ronen 

Subject: 

Hearing Request on SFUSD School Social and Emotional Supports Under Distance Learning

The text is listed:

 See attached document.

Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor: l;s/ Hillary Ronen 

For Clerk's Use Only 

D 2. Request for next printed agenda Without Reference to Committee. 

D 3. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee. 

D 4. Request for letter beginning :"Supervisor 

D 5. City Attorney Request. 
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