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Law Enforcement’s Role in the 

Criminal Justice System

• Public Safety Services
• Investigate Crime
• Powers of Arrest

• Defense/Prosecution Attorneys
• Judges/Juries
• Determines Innocence/Guilt

LAW ENFORCEMENT COURT SYSTEM CORRECTIONS SYSTEM

• Correctional Facilities
• Diversion/Rehabilitation 
• Probation/Parole
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3Laws, Mandates
and Policies

California Penal Code 4.5, Peace Officers
Secs 830 – 832.19 defines a peace officer and provides certain powers to 
fulfill their responsibilities. 

California Penal Code 5, Arrest by Whom and How Made
Secs 833 – 851.93 provides the authority for arrest.

CA Penal Code §836: Authority of Peace Officers to Arrest
An officer may arrest any person with a warrant or without a warrant, when 
certain circumstances occur. 

CA Penal Code §1203.2 
Stipulates conditions under which probation is subject to revocation. 

SFPD Policy and Procedures for Arrests
Department General Order 5.04, Private Person’s Arrest
Department General Order 6.12, Arrest of a Person on Parole or Probation
Department General Order 6.18, Warrant Arrest



Department General Order 6.12
Parole Holds and Probation Violations on Arrested Individuals

ARREST

ID 
Check

• Residential Burglary
• Felony Assault
• Felony Narcotics Violation
• Possession/Use of Weapon
• Robbery

Probation
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Hold
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PC 1203.2(a)
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County Jail
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With District 
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Case Filing/Rebooking 

Arrest

An officer determines if there is probable cause to arrest an individual 
for a known violation.

Booking

If probable causes exists, the individual is arrested and booked into 
the San Francisco County Jail.

Rebooking

The Assigning Officer of the investigative unit/detail assigns the case to an 
Investigator as a “Rebooking.” 

Filing 

Follow-up investigation is conducted, and the case is presented to the 
District Attorney’s Office for review and a filing decision. 

Charges

DA will decide to file on booked charges, add or change to more 
appropriate charges, not file charges, and/or request further investigation. 
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6 Data 
Collection & 
Tracking

• Tracking of an arrest begins shortly after an 
individual is booked into the County Jail 
during the fingerprinting process, captured 
via LiveScan, which is completed by San 
Francisco Sheriff’s Deputies. 

• Information obtained from the California 
Department of Justice is tracked and 
managed by the SFPD Identification Bureau 
to include:

₋ Offender information

₋ Type of crime

₋ Offense

• Probation/parole violation information is 
later captured after being entered into 
Crime Data Warehouse, which is not only 
the SFPD report writing system, but the 
records management system that maintains 
all our data in a web-based environment. 
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Youth Arrests *

2018 - 2020

*Youth = Individuals under the age of 18
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Between 2018 to 2020 
63% have one or more prior arrest

45% have two or more prior arrests
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Adult Arrests
2018 - 2020

Between 2018 to 2020 
79% have one or more prior arrest

53% have two or more prior arrests
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Data source: Jail Sheets 

Arrest Charges

2019

PRIMARY CHARGES = 1,065

Felonies = 890

• PC §459 – Burglary

• PC §496 – Possession Stolen Property

• CVC §10851 – Stolen Vehicle

• PC §245 – Aggravated Assault

• PC §273.5 – Corporal Injury to 
Spouse/Other 

2020

PRIMARY CHARGES = 1,414

Felonies = 1,142

• PC §459 – Burglary

• PC §496 – Possession Stolen Property

• CVC §10851 – Stolen Vehicle

• PC §594 – Vandalism

• PC §245 – Aggravated Assault 
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Source: Crime Database Warehouse and Business Intelligence Tool 

Parole/Probation Arrests

169

482

Total  651

Parole Probation Total
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NEXT 
STEPS

• Immediate internal solutions to 
address improved communications.

• Partnership with the District 
Attorney’s Office to discuss and 
evaluate re-bookings cases.

• Policy analysis on requests for more 
information (RFI) and implementing 
next steps. 

• Support to finalize an interagency 
cooperation to formalize a 
commitment to coordinate efforts for 
addressing all violations of probation, 
PRCS, MS, and parole. 
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Thank you.

Any questions?


