AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 5, 2021

SENATE BILL No. 693

Introduced by Senator Stern
(Principal coauthor: Assembly Member Gabriel)

February 19, 2021

An act to add Section 51221.1 to the Education Code, relating to
pupil instruction.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 693, asamended, Stern. Pupil instruction:-gerecide-ancHHolocadst
edueation: genocide education: the Holocaust.

EX|st| ng Iaw reqwrestheadepted—eewseef—study—ﬁheare&ef—seera}

slao‘er—aHd—the-Heleeaust—E*rstmgmf—Fequw&the State Department
of Educationtoi ncorporate age-appropriate materia srelating to, among

other things, genocide and the Hol ocaust into publicationsthat provide
examples of curriculum resources for teacher use, consistent with the
subject frameworks on history and social science. Under existing law,
the Legislature encourages the incorporation of survivor, rescuer,
liberator, and witness oral testimony mto the teaching of genou de and

hirithe o :
This bill woul d+eguire-duringthenextrevision-ef-the-histery-social
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establ ish the Governor’'s Councr | on Genocide and HoI ocaust Educatr on
to, among other things, establish best practices for, and promote
implementati on-ef-genoetde-and-Holocaust-edueation of, education on

genocide, including the Holocaust, and submit an annual report to the

Legrslature as specified. —By—mpe%g—n&v—daﬁeee&seheel—el&rrets

ehoo ho MBOSe afe-fandate

pregram Thebill woul d strongly encourage school distri cts and charter
schools with pupils in grades 4 to 12, inclusive, to integrate the best
practices into instruction on genocide, including the Holocaust, that
meets exi sting academic content standards and the history-social science
curriculum framework for these pupils. The bill would require the
department to conduct a study on the manner in which the instruction
is offered to assess the |mpact of the instruction.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yesno.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section51221.1 isadded to the Education Code,
2 toread:
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51221.1. (a) Asused in thissection, thefollowing definitions
apply:

(1) “Council” means the Governor’s Council on Genocide and
Holocaust Education.

(2) “Genocide” meansany of thefollowing acts committed with
theintent to destroy, inwhole or in part, anational, ethnical, racial,
or religious group:

(A) Killing members of the group.

(B) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the
group.

(C) Ddiberately inflicting on the group conditions of life
calculated to bring about, in whole or in part, its physical
destruction.

(D) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the
group.

(E) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.

(3) “Holocaust” means the systematic, bureaucratic,
state-sponsored persecution and murder of approximately 6,000,000
Jaws and 5,000,000 other individuals by the Nazi regime and its
collaborators.

a N A "
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(b) The Governor’s Council on Genocide and Holocaust
Education is hereby established. The council shall be responsible
for coordinating efforts between the department and individuals
and organizations that are experts in the field of education on
genocide, including the Holocaust.

(c) The council shall consist of 17 members appointed by the
Governor. Members of the council shall be individuals who have
particular interest or expertise on genocide, including the
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Holocaust. Members of the council shall serve without
compensation. However, if funding is available for this purpose
from private sources, members of the council may be reimbursed
for their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the
performance of their official duties as members of the council.

(d) (1) Thecouncil shall develop best practicesto facilitatethe
instruction on genocide, including the Holocaust, that alignswith
academic content standards for pupilswho are enrolled in grades
4 to 12, inclusive. The best practices shall also facilitate the
offering of instruction that is appropriate for pupils who are
enrolled in kindergarten and grades 1 to 3, inclusive.

(2) The council shall develop a process to identify available
resources, and work with the department to establish new
resources, that align with the best practices developed by the
council, academic content standards, and the history-social science
curriculum framework.

(e) The Legidlature strongly encourages school districts and
charter schoolswith pupilsin grades4to 12, inclusive, to integrate
the best practices into instruction on genocide, including the
Holocaust, that meets existing academic content standards and
the history-social science curriculum framework for these pupils.
The best practices shall encourageinnovation, equity, accessibility,
and flexibility, and respect diversity, leading to instruction for
pupils that complies with all of the following:

(1) Isage appropriate.

(2) Issequential or thematic in its method of study.

(3) Communicates the connection between national, ethnic,
racial, or religious intolerance and the subjects described in
paragraph (2) of subdivision (a).

(4) Communicates the impact of personal responsibility, civic
engagement, and societal response in the context of the subjects
described in paragraph (2) of subdivision (a).

(5) Includes the use of personal narratives and multimedia
primary source materials, including video testimony, photographs,
artwork, diary entries, letters, government documents, maps, and
poems as sources of knowledge and inquiry.

(6) Uses appropriate tools and innovative learning modes to
encourage inquiry, social emotional development, respect for
others, critical thinking, and empathy.
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(7) Provides opportunities and skills to consider the
relationships between historical and contemporary experiences,
including opportunities to contextualize and analyze patterns of
human behavior by individuals and groups, at the local, state,
national, and international level.

(8) Simulatespupils' reflection on therolesand responsibilities
of citizens in democratic societies to combat misinformation,
indifference, and discrimination by developing critical thinking
skills and using tools of resistance, including protest, reform, and
celebration.

(9) Provides opportunities to reflect on the importance of
remembrance, including opportunities to honor the memories of
genocide survivors and their cultural legacies.

(10) Isdesigned to do all of the following, where appropriate:

4

(A) Prepare pupils to confront the immorality of genoci ide, the
Holocaust, and other—acts—of—+nass—vielence; crimes against
humanity, such as events in Nanjing, China, and Japanese
inter nment camps during World War 11, and to reflect on the causes
of related historical events.

2

(B) Address the breadth of the history of the Holocaust,
including the Third Reich dictatorship, concentration camp system,
persecution of Jews and non-Jews, Jewish and non-Jewish
resistance, and post-World War |1-+rtals: trials, and other genocides
perpetrated against humanity, including, but not limited to, the
Armenian Genocide, the Genocide against the Tutsi in Rwanda,
and other genocides committed in Africa, Asia, Latin America,
South America, and Europe.

3)

(C) Develop pupils respect for cultural diversity and help pupils
gain insight into the importance of the protection of international
human rights for all people.

4

(D) Promote pupils understanding of how the Holocaust
contributed to the need for the term “genocide” and led to
mternatlonal Ieglslatl on that recognlzed genocide as acn me.
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() (1) The council shall work in consultation with the
department and organizations and individuals that provide
educational expertise and resources related to education on
genocide, including the Holocaust, to align the best practiceswith
academic content standards and frameworks. The best practices
shall, among other things, suggest the minimum amount of
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instruction necessary to adequately educate pupils on genocide,
including the Holocaust.

(2) The department shall distribute information on appropriate
curriculum materials and gui idelinesto school districts and charter

(9) (1) The council shall work with the department to provide
resources to school districts and charter schools so they may
incor porate the best practices on teaching genocide, including the
Holocaust, into their accredited in-service training programs.

(2) Thedepartment shall make available the best practicesand
approved lessons, resources, and materials to support the
integration of instruction on genocide, including the Hol ocaust.

(h) The council shall do all of the following:

(1) Identify, to the extent possible, all sources of strategies and
content for providing and enhancing-geneeide—-and—Holocaust
edueatton education on genocide, including the Holocaust, to
pupils.

(2) Convene working groups comprised of individuals and
organizations with significant expertise in the field of education
on genocide, including the Holocaust, to advise the council. The
working groups shall include certificated public school teachers.

2
(3) Advise the Superlntendent and—eaeh—seheel—drstﬁet—anel

seetien school dlstrlcts and charter schools on strategles and
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content for providing and enhancing genocide and Holocaust
education for teacher training and to pupils.

(4) ldentify, to the extent possible, all programs and resources
to train teachers to provide-geneeide-and-Helecaust education on
genocide, including the Holocaust, to pupils and share these
programs and resources with the Superintendent, school districts,
and charter schools.

(5) Coordinate with the department on the identification of
resources for purposes of this section.

(6) Explore the opportunity to develop best practices for
instruction of pupilsin kindergarten and grades 1 to 3, inclusive.

4

(7) Promote, within school districts, charter schools, and the
general population of the state, implementation of-genecide-and
Helecaust—edueation: education on genocide, including the
Holocaust.

(8) Work with the department to establish a small grants
program to foster cooperation and innovation among teachers
and schools to develop strategies to apply the best practices
effectively. Individuals or schools receiving a grant shall be
required to participate in an impact evaluation study, developed
by the department, to assess best practices and implementation of
the grant.

5)

(9) Onor beforeJanuary 1, 2028, and each January 1 thereafter,
submit an annual report to the Leglslature onthe status ofgeﬁeerele
aneHHeteeaust education on genocide, including the Holocaust, in
the state. A report to be submitted pursuant to this paragraph shall
be submitted in compliance with Section 9795 of the Government
Code.
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(1) The counC|I shaII devel op profess onal devel opment
recommendationsfor teaching the topic of genocide, including the
Holocaust. The department shall provide a professional
development programfor teaching the topic of genocide, including
the Holocaust, to school districts and charter schools. The
Legislature strongly encourages school districts and charter
schools to provide genocide professional development programs
to teachers pursuant to this section.

€y

() To the extent permitted by the California Constitution, the
department may provide guidelines, in-service training, and any
other materials developed in accordance with this section to a
private school maintaining any of grades—+ 4 to 12, inclusive, in
the state, upon receiving a request from the private school.

)

(K) Thedepartment shall conduct astudy on the manner inwhich
geneetde-and-Heleeaust instruction on genocide, including the
Holocaust, is offered pursuant to thisseetien: section to assessthe
impact of the instruction. Participation of a school district or
charter school in the study shall be voluntary. In conducting the
study, a school district and charter school—reqarred—te—prewele
participating in the study that is providing instruction pursuant to
this section shall provide the department with information on
whether the school district and charter school offerstheinstruction
and the manner in which the instruction is offered. On or before
January 1, 2027, and each January 1 thereafter, the department
shall submit areport to the Governor and appropriate policy and
fiscal committees of the Legidature that includes all of the
following information for the previous school year:

(1) The number of school districts and charter schools that
offered—geneerde—aﬁd—HePeeaust—mstfueHeﬁ instruction on
genocide, including, the Holocaust.

(2) Thenumber of school districtsand charter schoolsthat used
the curriculum materials and guidelines distributed by the
department pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision-{d- (f).

(3) The number of school districts and charter schools that
provided—in-service professional development teacher training
programs pursuant to subdivision-{g)- (i).
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(4) A description of the manner in which school districts and
charter schools provid
instruction on genocide, including the Holocaust, including the
number of hours of instruction offered, the grade levels in which
the instruction was provided, and the courses in which the
instruction was provided.
(5) Recommendations for improvements to the offering of
ten; instruction on genocide,
including the Holocaust, including recommendations for
legislation.
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