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PRE-COVID CHALLENGES



COVID IMPACTS



• $52.8 million in grants and loans

• $19.48 million in programs for workers

• Delivery fee cap

• Commercial Eviction Moratorium

• Fee waivers and deferrals

COVID RESPONSE 



RECOVERY EFFORTS: ECONOMIC RECOVERY TASK FORCE  

• Recommendation 1.2: Redesign building permit 

processes and eliminate unnecessary permits not 

directly related to health and safety

• Recommendation 4.3: Allow more flexible use of 

the ground floor retail 

• Recommendation 4.4: Rethink the rules that 

restrict flexible/temporary arts, culture, hospitality 

and entertainment uses. 

• Recommendation 8.2: Catalyze neighborhood 

recovery through the arts. 



Support recovery and adaptation

Simplify the process

Provide protections and opportunities
SUPPORT ARTS 
& CULTURE

ENHANCE 
FLEXIBILITY 

FURTHER CUT 
BUREAUCRACY



• Expand streamlined 30-day review and inspection procedures to principally permitted 
storefront uses citywide

• Note: This legislation does not change the zoning.  Like Prop H, it says that if the use is 
principally permitted, as an applicant you should get your permit in 30 days.

• Remove 311 notifications in Mixed Use and Commercial Use Districts to mirror the changes 
voters enacted in the neighborhoods (only for uses principally permitted by the zoning). Does 
not change zoning or affect conditional uses.

• Add bars, nighttime entertainment, medical cannabis, non-retail sales and service and small 
formula retail to the existing expedited conditional use process.

SIMPLIFY THE PROCESSFURTHER CUT 
BUREAUCRACY



• Allow non-formula retail approved conditional uses to continue after three years of 

abandonment

• Remove the requirement that the Historic Preservation Commission review minor alteration 

permits and certificates of appropriateness

• Remove requirement for linear frontage concentration calculations

SIMPLIFY THE PROCESSFURTHER CUT 
BUREAUCRACY



• Simplify retail definitions

• Cat Boarding and Trade Shops will be moved under General Retail
• Instructional Services and Gyms will be moved under Personal Services

• Expand allowance for accessory catering to full-service restaurants

• Allow outdoor activity areas on rooftops for non-bar uses from 9 AM – 10 PM 

• Allow accessory dwelling units on the ground floor in neighborhood commercial districts so 

long as 25’ of commercial depth is maintained along the frontage

SUPPORT RECOVERY & ADAPTATIONENHANCE
FLEXIBILITY



• Create a path for longstanding (10+ years) entertainment businesses to continue operations

• Temporarily require Conditional Use Authorization for the removal of nighttime entertainment 

uses

• Allow temporary outdoor entertainment, arts and recreation activities

• Eliminate the one-night dance permit requirement for the Southeast Community Facility

PROTECTIONS & OPPORTUNITIESSUPPORT
ARTS & CULTURE



• Exempt solo unamplified performances that cease by 10 PM from requiring a Limited Live 

Performance permit

• Extend permissible hours for new Limited Live Performance permits to 11 PM

• Create a 60-day LLP for entertainment in association with pop-up retail uses

PROTECTIONS & OPPORTUNITIESSUPPORT
ARTS & CULTURE



• Remove duplicative CU requirements for nighttime entertainment

• Remove the cap on one-time entertainment and amplified sound permits

PROTECTIONS & OPPORTUNITIESSUPPORT
ARTS & CULTURE



• Small Businesses - Small Business Development Center, Community 

Development Block Grants, Loans/Access to Capital 

• Public Spaces - Activation, Stewardship and Ambassadors

• Storefronts & Buildings - SF Shines, Healthy Retail, Open in SF

• Commercial Corridors - Construction Mitigation, Outreach & Vacancy 

Tracking, Citywide Funding grant administration

• Neighborhoods - Community Benefit Districts, Cultural Districts, Opportunity 

Neighborhoods

Supporting Businesses



• BOMA San Francisco
• Castro Community Benefit District
• Castro Merchants Association
• Chamber of Commerce, San Francisco
• Council of District Merchants Association, 

San Francisco
• Discover Polk Community Benefit District
• Downtown Community Benefit District
• East Cut Community Benefit District
• Golden Gate Restaurant Association
• Hayes Valley Merchant Association
• Hayes Valley Neighborhood Association

Support for the Ordinance
• Japantown Community Benefit District
• Kultivate Labs
• SOMA West Community Benefit 

District
• Tenderloin Community Benefit District
• Travel Association, San Francisco
• Union Square Business Improvement 

District
• Venue Coalition, San Francisco
• Westfield
• Yerba Buena Community Benefit 

District
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