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[Mayoral Appointment, Recreation and Park Commission - Vanita Louie] 
 
 

Motion approving/rejecting the Mayor’s nomination for appointment of Vanita Louie to 

the Recreation and Park Commission, for a term ending June 27, 2025. 

 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Charter Section 3.100(18), the Mayor has submitted a 

communication notifying the Board of Supervisors of the appointment of Vanita Louie to the 

Recreation and Park Commission, received by the Clerk of the Board on August 23, 2021; 

and 

WHEREAS, Under Charter Section 3.100(18), the Board of Supervisors has the 

authority to reject the appointment by a two-thirds vote of the Board (eight votes) within thirty 

days following transmittal of the Mayor’s Notice of Appointment, and the failure of the Board to 

reject the appointment by a two-thirds vote within the thirty day time period shall result in the 

appointee continuing to serve as appointed; and 

MOVED, That the Board of Supervisors hereby approves/rejects the Mayor’s 

nomination for appointment of Vanita Louie to the Recreation and Park Commission, for a 

term ending June 27, 2025. 

 

 

 



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR  LONDON N.  BREED  
SAN FRANCISCO                                                                                       MAYOR  

 
 

 

1 DR. CARLTON B. GOODLETT PLACE, ROOM 200 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94102-4681 

TELEPHONE: (415) 554-6141 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Notice of Appointment 
 
 
 

August 23, 2021 

 

 

San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

City Hall, Room 244 

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 

San Francisco, CA 94102 

 

 

Honorable Board of Supervisors, 

 

Pursuant to Charter Section 3.100(18), of the City and County of San Francisco, I 

make the following appointment:  

 

Vanita Louie to the Recreation and Park Commission for a four-year term ending 

June 27, 2025, to the seat previously held by Allan Low.  

 

I am confident that Ms. Louie will serve our community well. Attached are her 

qualifications to serve, which demonstrate how her appointment represents the 

communities of interest, neighborhoods and diverse populations of the City and 

County of San Francisco.   

 

Should you have any question about this appointment, please contact my 

Director of Commission Affairs, Tyra Fennell, at 415-554-6696. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
London N. Breed 

Mayor, City and County of San Francisco                                                                                                                                    
 
 
 
 



Vanita Louie

Born and educated in San Francisco, Vanita Louie is proud to call herself a native San Franciscan.

Vanita is a retired travel industry entrepreneur and pioneer with a nearly three-decade career. She has
helped shape and level the competition in the travel business for many retail and wholesale travel
operations since the 1980’s. Having been featured in Forbes and Business Weekly, the company that she
built South Pacific Express, Inc. has received numerous awards in tourism and performance throughout
the years. Her work has assisted and increased education to the geographical wonders of travel to the
islands and helped develop tourism beyond Australia and New Zealand. She has also held seats on various
major travel and tourism boards, and her contributions to the airline business has helped pave the way for
others, particularly for women and minorities in the industry.

Vanita has deep roots to the Chinatown neighborhood, having been born at Chinese Hospital. She is the
granddaughter of Tong Yee Foo, a famous candy maker known for the Chinese coconut and melon candy
celebrated during the Chinese New Year season. She was brought up around tradition and culture. Her
mother Lillian Young operated a gift and antique shop on Grant Avenue for over 40 years. She moved
with her family to the Richmond District and for the past 30 years has lived near the Western Addition
neighborhood.

Vanita has been dedicated to the community and is always ready to roll up her sleeves to serve. In 2013,
she joined The Rotary Club of San Francisco Chinatown, which brings together business and professional
leaders to provide service through their passion for humanitarian causes that change lives in the
community and the world. She became the Rotary Club President in 2016. Throughout her involvement
with Rotary Club, she has embraced the sense of volunteer service and visions of “giving back.” Her Club
members regularly tutor at Chinese Education Center (now the Edwin and Anita Lee Newcomer School),
a public school located on the border of Chinatown and the Financial District. When Club members
realized that the entire student body was made up of newcomer students who are first time English
learners, Vanita envisioned the Anita Fong Centennial Library and Language Lab, named for a long-time
public health community advocate. This was dedicated in May 2017 with the help of the San Francisco



School Board, private funds and a generous executive at Salesforce. Currently, Vanita participates actively
in many projects such as a park beautification legacy plan in Chinatown to better serve seniors and youth.

Vanita was awarded the 2017 Outstanding Community Service Award from Gum Moon Women’s
Residence Center and the Asian Women’s Resource Center, a safe-haven and temporary resident’s home
for victims of human trafficking as well as offers a family-based preschool program. Also in 2017, she
received the CEDAW Award for Community Building from the Friends of the Commission on the Status
of Women.

She recently joined the Governance Council of San Francisco Hep B Free - Bay Area, a multicounty
campaign to turn the San Francisco Bay Area into the first hepatitis B free area in the nation. San
Francisco Hep B Free - Bay Area provides free and low-cost hepatitis B screening, testing, vaccinations
and treatment for at-risk residents, particularly immigrant Asian and Pacific Islander families, which
hepatitis B has a high prevalence.

Vanita attended St. Mary’s School and Cathedral High School. She graduated from San Francisco State
University with a degree in Business Administration. She has served on the parish council at St. Ignatius
Church, which is located on the campus of the University of San Francisco. She has also been active in
the Children’s Faith Formation program as a First Communion teacher for the past 22 years.

Vanita is married to Austin Louie, and together have raised two grown daughters, Lindsey and Julianne.
They have also adopted Moo Moo, a SPCA certified therapy dog, and for the past six years, Vanita has
escorted Moo Moo on regular scheduled visits to comfort patients at local hospitals.

Having grown up in the City, Vanita has many fond memories when she has utilized many of the
playgrounds, parks and programs that the Rec & Park Department has offered to residents. She has taken
swim lessons at the North Beach Pool and attended summer programs and took guitar lessons at Chinese
Rec Center (now named The Betty Ann Ong Rec Center), and played sports on the playground at Chinese
Playground (now named the Willie “Woo Woo” Wong Playground). She practices yoga regularly and
enjoys playing pickleball at Rec & Park’s newest pickleball courts.











 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Board of Supervisors, (BOS)
To: Young, Victor (BOS)
Cc: Calvillo, Angela (BOS); Laxamana, Junko (BOS); Mchugh, Eileen (BOS); Ng, Wilson (BOS); Somera, Alisa (BOS)
Subject: FW: Rec & Park Commission Appointment: VANITA LOUIE
Date: Tuesday, September 7, 2021 10:18:33 AM

 
 

From: Caryl Ito <carylito@aol.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 7, 2021 10:09 AM
To: Peskin, Aaron (BOS) <aaron.peskin@sfgov.org>; Chan, Connie (BOS) <connie.chan@sfgov.org>;
Mandelman, Rafael (BOS) <rafael.mandelman@sfgov.org>
Cc: Shamann.Walton@sgov.org; Melgar, Myrna (BOS) <myrna.melgar@sfgov.org>; Mar, Gordon
(BOS) <gordon.mar@sfgov.org>; Caterine.Stefani@sfgov.org; Hilary.Ronen@sfgov.org; Preston,
Dean (BOS) <dean.preston@sfgov.org>; Haney, Matt (BOS) <matt.haney@sfgov.org>; Safai, Ahsha
(BOS) <ahsha.safai@sfgov.org>; Board of Supervisors, (BOS) <board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org>
Subject: Rec & Park Commission Appointment: VANITA LOUIE
 

 

Good morning, Chair Peskin and Members of the Rules Committee:
 
 
I hope you all had a restful August break.  I am sending this email to support Vanita Louie's appointment
to the Recreation & Park Commission.  I have known Vanita for the past several years through some of
the mutual community volunteer works we both have strong commitments to.  Vanita took the lead in  the
renaming of our the newcomers public school for newly emigrated young children in Chinatown in honor
of Ed and Anita Lee. She continued to volunteer with the young children with reading sessions to
enhance their learning of English and enabled the school to acquire laptops and books to enhance their
learning experiences. Her love of children continues with her work with the children at Gum Moon
residence and day care.
She has provided fun, loving arts, crafts activities for the young children in transition throughout the years.
Much of her volunteer commitments are very consistent with a major component of the mission of the Rec
& Park Dept.
 
Vanita, as a Board Member of the San Francisco Hepatitis B Prevention Program--Bay Area, has been a
primary member to assist in the organization's leadership to eradicate Hep B and the consequences of
liver disease.  1 in 12 Asian Pacific Islanders immigrants are effected by this disease which has a vaccine
but not yet a cure. The Program also continues to collaborate with the SF Dept Health's work to eradicate
Hep C.  
Vanita has for many years been a leader and volunteer  for the Chinatown Rotary Club which has made
numerous contributions to improve the lives of the seniors and residents like at Ping Yuen, and during the
past 18 months of this  pandemic, assisted with the distribution of foods and PPP supplies to essential
works and small businesses.
 
Vanita is a native San Franciscan with her family's long involvement as business leaders in Chinatown as
well as Vanita's entrepreneurial initiative to establish a successful travel agency business in San
Francisco, serving So. California and the West Coast. Vanita grew up in Chinatown and played in the
very playgrounds available to her and her family.  She has been a hands-on volunteer whose energy and
spirit is infectious. Her experiences operating a business and as a community volunteer are a strong
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combination of skill sets for this appointment.    I strongly believe Vanita's appointment will be a terrific
asset to the Commission and Department's mission to protect our publc spaces that makes San
Francisco a very special place to live and to visit.
 
Thank you for your consideration,
 
 
 
CARYL ITO
carylito@aol.com
415:987-2172  FAX 415:334-3048
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9/9/202t

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
BOS Rules Committee
Chair Suoervisor Aaron Peskin
Supervisor Rafael Mandelman
Supervisor Connie Chan

Re: Mayoral Appointment, Recreation and Park Commission - Vanita Louie

Dear Chair Supervisor Peskin, Supervisor Mandelman and Supervisor Chan,

I am writing in strong support of Vanita Louie's appointment to the Recreation and Park Commission. .

Vanita Louie has been a longtime friend for over 30 years. From day one I have met Vanita, she was always
doing something positive dedicated to the community. I cannot remember anytime when she was not willing
to roll up her sleeves to serve. Throughout her involvement with Rotary Club, she has embraced the sense of
volunteer service and visions of "giving back." and didn't take long to become the Rotary Club President in
2016. Her Club members regularly tutor at Edwin and Anita Lee Newcomer School, a public school located on
the border of Chinatown and the Financial District. When Club members realized that the entire student body
was made up of newcomer students who are first time English learners, Vanita envisioned the Anita Fong
Centennial Library and Language Lab, named after another dedicated friend and a long-time public health
community advocate. 202L, Vanita Lduie: wife, mother of two, and a volunteer who continues to participates
actively in many projects, that also includes the park beautification legacy plan in Chinatown to better serve
seniors and youth.

It is for these reasons, I strongly trust Vanita Louie to be a great choice and cannot do wrong by approving
Vanita Louie's appointment to the Rec & Park Commission.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,  I
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