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AMENDED IN COMMITTEE
FILE NO. 210600 9/27/2021  ORDINANCE NO.

[Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk
Street]

Ordinance amending the Planning Code to 1) allow neighborhood-serving Social
Service and Philanthropic Facility uses in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts with
conditional use authorization; 2) change the provision for abandonment of a use that
exceeds a use size maximum in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts; 3) allow re-
establishment of a nonconforming use size in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts under
certain circumstances; 4) change the use size limit and use size maximum in the
Chinatown Community Business District; 45) exempt Institutional Community uses and
Legacy Business Restaurants in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts from use size limits;
56) allow lot mergers under certain conditions in the Polk Street Neighborhood
Commercial District; and 67) exclude the portion of Powell Street south of Union Street
from the North Beach Financial Service, Limited Financial Service, and Business or
Professional Service Subdistrict; and affirming the Planning Department’s
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and making findings of
consistency with the General Plan and the eight priority policies of Planning Code
Section 101.1, and public necessity, convenience, and general welfare findings

pursuant to Planning Code, Section 302.

NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font.
Additions to Codes are in smqle underllne |taI|cs Times New Roman font.
Deletions to Codes are in
Board amendment additions are in double underllned Arial font.
Board amendment deletions are in
Asterisks (* * * *)indicate the omission of unchanged Code
subsections or parts of tables.

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco:

Section 1. Land Use and Environmental Findings.

Supervisor Peskin
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 1
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(a) The Planning Department has determined that the actions contemplated in this
ordinance comply with the California Environmental Quality Act (California Public Resources
Code Sections 21000 et seq.). Said determination is on file with the Clerk of the Board of
Supervisors in File No. 210600 and is incorporated herein by reference. The Board affirms
this determination.

(b) On August 26, 2021, the Planning Commission, in Resolution No. 20969, adopted
findings that the actions contemplated in this ordinance are consistent, on balance, with the
City’s General Plan and eight priority policies of Planning Code Section 101.1. The Board
adopts these findings as its own. A copy of said Resolution is on file with the Clerk of the
Board of Supervisors in File No. 210600, and is incorporated herein by reference.

(c) Pursuant to Planning Code Section 302, the Board of Supervisors finds that this
ordinance will serve the public necessity, convenience and welfare for the reasons set forth in
Planning Commission Resolution No. 20969, recommending approval of the proposed

designation, which is incorporated herein by reference.

Section 2. General Findings.

(a) Legacy Businesses, by virtue of their long-term presence in their communities,
contribute to the unique character and vibrancy of San Francisco neighborhoods. Enhancing
their long-term viability helps to stabilize commercial corridors.

(b) Within existing limits on use size, allowing Legacy Businesses to expand their
footprints within the Polk Street Neighborhood Commercial District to enhance revenue
streams supports the long-term viability of these unique, neighborhood-defining small
business anchors, with little or no impact to the fine-grained nature of the Polk Street

commercial corridor.

Supervisor Peskin
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Section 3. The Planning Code is hereby amended by revising Sections 121.4, 303,
723, and 781.6, to read as follows:

SEC. 121.4. NON-RESIDENTIAL USE SIZE LIMITS IN MIXED USE DISTRICTS.

In order to protect and maintain small scale use within an historically significant area
and to conserve neighborhood-serving uses in Chinatown, Commercial Uses which exceed
the use size limits up to the maximum limits stated in the table below shall be permitted only
as Conditional Uses subject to the provisions set forth in Section 303 of this Code. The use
area shall be measured as the Gross Floor Area for each individual commercial use.

Individual Commercial Uses above the use size maximum below shall not be permitted, except

that a Social Service or Philanthropic Facility thatprimarity-serves-the-Chinatown-neighberhood
may be permitted as a Conditional Use pursuant to Section 303, subsection (bb) of this Code.

Further, any nonconforming space-use size that exceeds the use-size-maximum below shall be

deemed abandoned withby any change of use or if no business has been-eperationaloperated

within the space for more than a-period-of three-years-eighteen monthsermere, except the-a
nonconforming use sizeexeeeding-the-maximum-use-size-maximum shall not be deemed

abandoned if (1) the change of use is ferto a Restaurant that is a Legacy Business or fefto an

Institutional Community Use ;-or#H{2)aRestaurantthatis-a-Legacy Business-oran

eighteen-monthperiod; or (32) upon eConditional #Use aAuthorization; the change of use is to a

Social Service or Philanthropic Facility that primarily serves the Chinatown neighborhood pursuant
to Section 303, subsection (bb) of this Code-eccupies-the-non-conforming-space. However
any such abandoned use size may be re-established if the first use to occupy the space after
its abandonment is an Institutional Community Use or a Restaurant use that will be occupied
by a Legacy Business.

Supervisor Peskin
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 3



1 District Use Size Maximum Use Size Limit
Chinatown Visitor_Retail
2 5,000 sq. ft. 2,500 sq. ft.
3
Chinatown Residential
4 Neighborhood Commercial 4,000 sq. ft. 2,500 sq. ft.
Chinatown Community )
S Business No-Maximumb,000 sq. ft. 5,0002,500 sq. ft.
6
7 In the Chinatown Visitor Retail, Chinatown Residential Neighborhood Commercial, and
8 Chinatown Community Business Districts, the use size limit shall not apply to a Restaurant that
9 is a Legacy Business or to an Institutional Community Use.
10
11 SEC. 303. CONDITIONAL USES.
12 * * * %
13 (bb) Social Service and Philanthropic Facilities in Chinatown Visitor Retail,

14 Chinatown Residential Neighborhood Commercial, and Chinatown Community

15 Business Districts. With regard to a Conditional Use application for a Social Service or

16 Philanthropic Facility use pursuant to Section 121.4 of this Code, in addition to consideration
17 of the criteria set forth in subsection (c) above, the Planning Commission shall, in order to
18 grant a Conditional Use Authorization, find that the proposed use will primarily serve the

19 Chinatown neighborhood.

20

21 SEC. 723. POLK STREET NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL DISTRICT.
22 * ok * %

23 (b) Controls.

24 * ok * %

25

Supervisor Peskin
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(3) Merger of Storefronts Prohibited. To preserve and maintain the district’s
small-scale, fine grain storefronts, the consolidation or merger of existing ground floor retail or

commercial spaces or storefronts shall be prohibited, except that two adjacent storefronts may be

consolidated or merged if the storefronts are for a Legacy Business on a corner lot within the same

building and Block and Lot number, and provided that the consolidation or merger of storefronts would

not result in a use size in excess of the principally permitted use size within the Polk Street NCD.

* % * *

SEC. 781.6. NORTH BEACH FINANCIAL SERVICE, LIMITED FINANCIAL
SERVICE, AND BUSINESS OR PROFESSIONAL SERVICE SUBDISTRICT.

(@) Purpose. In order to preserve the unigue mixture of local, citywide and regional
sales and services in the North Beach area, there shall be a North Beach Financial Service,
Limited Financial Service, and Business or Professional Service Subdistrict, generally

applicable for the portion of the North Beach Neighborhood Commercial District south of

Greenwich Street, excluding Powell Street south of Union Street, as designated on Sectional Map

SUO01 of the Zoning Map.

* % * *

Section 4. The Planning Code is hereby amended in accordance with Planning Code

Section 106 by revising Sectional Map SUO1 of the Zoning Map as follows:

Assessor’s Block and Lot

Zoning Subdistrict to be
Superseded

Zoning District Hereby
Approved

Block 117:
Lots: 011
012
013
014

015

North Beach Financial
Service, Limited Financial
Service, and Business or
Professional Service
Subdistrict

North Beach Neighborhood
Commercial District

Supervisor Peskin
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016

Block 118:
Lots: 001
002
003
004
005
006
007
008
009

Block 129:
Lots: 001
002

002C
002D

003
004
005
006
007

Block: 130
Lots: 022
023
024
025
026
027
028
029

Block: 147
Lots: 014
015

015A

Block: 148
Lots: 002
005
006
028
030

031

Supervisor Peskin
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Section 5. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after
enactment. Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor returns the
ordinance unsigned or does not sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it, or the Board

of Supervisors overrides the Mayor’s veto of the ordinance.

Section 6. Scope of Ordinance. In enacting this ordinance, the Board of Supervisors
intends to amend only those words, phrases, paragraphs, subsections, sections, articles,
numbers, punctuation marks, charts, diagrams, or any other constituent parts of the Municipal
Code that are explicitly shown in this ordinance as additions, deletions, Board amendment
additions, and Board amendment deletions in accordance with the “Note” that appears under

the official title of the ordinance.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney

By:  /s/ Victoria Wong
VICTORIA WONG
Deputy City Attorney

n:\legana\as202112100349\01554949.docx
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FILE NO. 210600

REVISED LEGISLATIVE DIGEST
(Amended in Committee, 9/27/2021)

[Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk
Street]

Ordinance amending the Planning Code to 1) allow neighborhood-serving Social
Service and Philanthropic Facility uses in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts with
conditional use authorization; 2) change the provision for abandonment of a use that
exceeds a use size maximum in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts; 3) allow re-
establishment of a nonconforming use size in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts under
certain circumstances; 4) change the use size limit and use size maximum in the
Chinatown Community Business District; 5) exempt Institutional Community uses and
Legacy Business Restaurants in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts from use size limits; 6)
allow lot mergers under certain conditions in the Polk Street Neighborhood
Commercial District; and 7) exclude the portion of Powell Street south of Union Street
from the North Beach Financial Service, Limited Financial Service, and Business or
Professional Service Subdistrict; and affirming the Planning Department’s
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and making findings of
consistency with the General Plan and the eight priority policies of Planning Code
Section 101.1, and public necessity, convenience, and general welfare findings
pursuant to Planning Code, Section 302.

Existing Law

Section 121.4 of the Planning Code establishes use size maximums and use size limits (the
latter being thresholds triggering conditional use authorization requirements) for the
Chinatown Visitor Retail and Chinatown Residential Neighborhood Commercial Districts.
Among other things, Section 121.4 (1) prohibits uses above the use size maximum; (2)
provides that a use that exceeds the use size maximum shall be deemed abandoned with any
change of use or if no business has been operational for a period of three years or more,
unless the change of use is for a Legacy Business or Institutional Use, or if a Legacy
Business or Institutional Use occupies the non-conforming space after the three-year period,
and exempts Restaurants from the use size limit in the Chinatown Visitor Retail District.

Section 723 of the Planning Code prohibits the merger of existing ground floor retail or
commercial spaces and storefronts in the Polk Street Neighborhood Commercial District (Polk
Street NCD).

Section 781.6 of the Planning Code and the corresponding Zoning Map establish the North

Beach Financial Service, Limited Financial Service, and Business or Professional Service
Subdistrict.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 1



FILE NO. 210600

Amendments to Current Law

This ordinance would amend Section 121.4 to (1) establish a 5000 square foot use size
maximum and would change the use size limit from 5000 to 2500 square feet in the
Chinatown Community Business District; (2) allow Social Service and Philanthropic Facilities
to exceed the use size maximums with conditional use authorization; (3) shorten the
abandonment period for uses exceeding the use size maximum to eighteen months; (4) allow
re-establishment of a nonconforming use size for Institutional Community uses and
Restaurants that are Legacy Businesses that occupy the nonconforming space after eighteen
months; (5) allow Social Service and Philanthropic Facility uses in the non-conforming space
with conditional use authorization; (6) change the exemption from the use size limit in the
Chinatown Visitor Retail District to apply only to a Restaurant that is a Legacy Business and to
an Institutional Community Use; and (7) exempt a Restaurant that is a Legacy Business and
to an Institutional Community Use from the use size limits in the Chinatown Residential
Neighborhood Commercial, and Chinatown Community Districts.

This ordinance would also amend Section 723 to allow two adjacent storefronts to be
consolidated or merged if the storefronts are for a Legacy Business on a corner lot within the
same building and Block and Lot number, and provided that the consolidation or merger of
storefronts would not result in a use size in excess of the principally permitted use size within
the Polk Street NCD.

This ordinance would also amend Section 781.6 to exclude the portion of Powell Street south
of Union Street from the North Beach Financial Service, Limited Financial Service, and

Business or Professional Service Subdistrict, and retain that area as part of the North Beach
Neighborhood Commercial District.

n:\legana\as202112100349\01555879.docx
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City Hall
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco 94102-4689
Tel.No. (415)554-5184
Fax No. (415)554-5163
TDD/TTY No. (415)554-5227

BOARD of SUPERVISORS

June 1, 2021

File No. 210600

Lisa Gibson

Environmental Review Officer

Planning Department

49 South Van Ness Avenue, Suite 1400
San Francisco, CA 94103

Dear Ms. Gibson:
On May 25, 2021, Supervisor Peskin submitted the following legislation:
File No. 210600

Ordinance amending the Planning Code to 1) allow neighborhood-serving Social
Service and Philanthropic Facility uses in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts with
conditional use authorization; 2) change the provision for abandonment of a use that
exceeds a use size maximum in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts; 3) change the use
size limit and use size maximum in the Chinatown Community Business District; 4)
exempt Institutional Community uses and Legacy Business Restaurants in Chinatown
Mixed Use Districts from use size limits; 5) allow lot mergers under certain conditions
in the Polk Street Neighborhood Commercial District; and 6) exclude the portion of
Powell Street south of Union Street from the North Beach Financial Service, Limited
Financial Service, and Business or Professional Service Subdistrict; affirming the
Planning Department’s determination under the California Environmental Quality Act;
and making findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority
policies of Planning Code, Section 101.1, and public necessity, convenience, and
general welfare findings pursuant to Planning Code, Section 302.

This legislation is being transmitted to you for environmental review.

Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board
fi

Yl
By: Erica Major, Assistant Clerk

Land Use and Transportation Committee

Attachment . . o )
Not defined as a project under CEQA Guidelines Sections

c: Joy Navarrete, Environmental P|anning 15378 and 15060(0)(2) because |t WOUId nOt reSUlt in a
Don Lewis, Environmental Planning direct of indirect physical change in the environment.

06/02/2021 % N avarrete
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www.sfplanning.org

August 27,2021

Ms. Angela Calvillo, Clerk
Honorable Supervisor Peskin
Board of Supervisors

City and County of San Francisco
City Hall, Room 244

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Transmittal of Planning Department Case Number 2021-005562PCAMAP:
Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street
Board File No. 210600

Planning Commission Recommendation: Approval with Modification

Dear Ms. Calvillo and Supervisor Peskin,

On May 25,2021, the Planning Commission conducted a duly noticed public hearing at a regularly scheduled
meeting to consider the proposed Ordinance, introduced by Supervisor Peskin that would amend the Planning
Code to 1) allow neighborhood-serving Social Service and Philanthropic Facility uses in Chinatown Mixed Use
Districts with conditional use authorization; 2) change the provision for abandonment of a use that exceeds a
use size maximum in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts; 3) change the use size limit and use size maximum in the
Chinatown Community Business District; 4) exempt Institutional Community uses and Legacy Business
Restaurants in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts from use size limits; 5) allow lot mergers under certain conditions
in the Polk Street Neighborhood Commercial District; and 6) exclude the portion of Powell Street south of Union
Street from the North Beach Financial Service, Limited Financial Service, and Business or Professional Service
Subdistrict. At the hearing the Planning Commission recommended approval with modification.

The Commission’s proposed modifications were as follows:

1. Inaddition to the Conditional Use Authorization findings, when considering Social Service and
Philanthropic Services requesting to exceed the Use Size maximums, the Planning Commission shall

P XEEFEE Para informacién en Espafiol llamar al Para saimpormasyon sa Tagalogtumawagsa  628.652.7550



Transmittal Materials CASE NO. 2021-005562PCAMAP Small Business Zoning Controls in
Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street

find that:
a. Theproposed Use primarily serves Chinatown.
b. Therequest exceeding the Use Size maximum is appropriate for the proposed Use and parcel.
2. Retain the three-year abandonment period for Use Sizes in the Chinatown Districts.

3. Technical correction: Revise the Chinatown Districts abandonment period exception to state that
Restaurants that are a Legacy Business or an Institutional Use need to establish the use if it occupies the
nonconforming space after such three-year period.

The proposed amendments are not defined as a project under CEQA Guidelines Section 15060(c) and 15378
because they do not resultin a physical change in the environment.

Supervisor, please advise the City Attorney at your earliest convenience if you wish to incorporate the changes
recommended by the Commission.

Please find attached documents relating to the actions of the Commission. If you have any questions or require
further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

A

Aaron D. Starr
Manager of Legislative Affairs

cc: Victoria Wong, Deputy City Attorney
Lee Hepner, Aide to Supervisor Peskin
Erica Major, Office of the Clerk of the Board

Attachments:
Planning Commission Resolution
Planning Department Executive Summary

San Francisco
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PLANNING COMMISSION
RESOLUTION NO. 20969

Project Name: Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street
Case Number: 2021-005562PCAMAP Board File No. 210600]
Initiated by: Supervisor Peskin / Introduced May 25, 2021
Staff Contact: Veronica Flores, Legislative Affairs
veronica.flores@sfgov.org, (628) 652-7525
Reviewed by: Aaron D Starr, Manager of Legislative Affairs

aaron.starr@sfgov.org, (628) 652-7533

RESOLUTION APPROVING WITH MODIFICATION A PROPOSED ORDINANCE THAT WOULD AMEND THE
PLANNING CODE TO 1) ALLOW NEIGHBORHOOD-SERVING SOCIAL SERVICE AND PHILANTHROPIC
FACILITY USES IN CHINATOWN MIXED USE DISTRICTS WITH CONDITIONAL USE AUTHORIZATION; 2)
CHANGE THE PROVISION FOR ABANDONMENT OF A USE THAT EXCEEDS A USE SIZE MAXIMUM IN
CHINATOWN MIXED USE DISTRICTS; 3) CHANGE THE USE SIZE LIMIT AND USE SIZE MAXIMUM IN THE
CHINATOWN COMMUNITY BUSINESS DISTRICT; 4) EXEMPT INSTITUTIONAL COMMUNITY USES AND
LEGACY BUSINESS RESTAURANTS IN CHINATOWN MIXED USE DISTRICTS FROM USE SIZE LIMITS; 5)
ALLOW LOT MERGERS UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS IN THE POLK STREET NEIGHBORHOOD
COMMERCIAL DISTRICT; AND 6) EXCLUDE THE PORTION OF POWELL STREET SOUTH OF UNION STREET
FROM THE NORTH BEACH FINANCIAL SERVICE, LIMITED FINANCIAL SERVICE, AND BUSINESS OR
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE SUBDISTRICT; AFFIRMING THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT’S DETERMINATION
UNDER THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT; AND MAKING FINDINGS OF CONSISTENCY WITH
THE GENERAL PLAN, AND THE EIGHT PRIORITY POLICIES OF PLANNING CODE, SECTION 101.1, AND
PUBLIC NECESSITY, CONVENIENCE, AND GENERAL WELFARE FINDINGS PURSUANT TO PLANNING CODE,
SECTION 302.

WHEREAS, on May 25, 2021 Supervisor Peskin introduced a proposed Ordinance under Board of Supervisors
(hereinafter “Board”) File Number 210600, which would amend the Planning Code to 1) allow neighborhood-
serving Social Service and Philanthropic Facility uses in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts with conditional use
authorization; 2) change the provision for abandonment of a use that exceeds a use size maximum in
Chinatown Mixed Use Districts; 3) change the use size limit and use size maximum in the Chinatown
Community Business District; 4) exempt Institutional Community uses and Legacy Business Restaurants in
Chinatown Mixed Use Districts from use size limits; 5) allow lot mergers under certain conditions in the Polk
Street Neighborhood Commercial District; and 6) exclude the portion of Powell Street south of Union Street

h B EE Para informacién en Espafiol llamar al Para sa impormasyon sa Tagalog tumawagsa  628.652.7550



Resolution No. 20969 Case No. 2021-005562PCAMAP
August 26,2021 Small Business Zoning Controls in
Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street

from the North Beach Financial Service, Limited Financial Service, and Business or Professional Service
Subdistrict;

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission (hereinafter “Commission”) conducted a duly noticed public hearing ata
regularly scheduled meeting to consider the proposed Ordinance on August 26, 2021; and,

WHEREAS, the proposed Ordinance has been determined to be categorically exempt from environmental
review under the California Environmental Quality Act Section 15060(c) and 15378; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has heard and considered the testimony presented to it at the public
hearing and has further considered written materials and oral testimony presented on behalf of
Department staff and other interested parties; and

WHEREAS, all pertinent documents may be found in the files of the Department, as the Custodian of Records,
at 49 South Van Ness Avenue, Suite 1400, San Francisco; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has reviewed the proposed Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission finds from the facts presented that the public necessity, convenience,
and general welfare require the proposed amendment; and

MOVED, that the Planning Commission hereby approves with modifications the proposed ordinance. The
Commission’s proposed recommendations are as follows:

1. In addition to the Conditional Use Authorization findings, when considering Social Service and
Philanthropic Services requesting to exceed the Use Size maximums, the Planning Commission shall
find that:

a. The proposed Use primarily serves Chinatown.
b. Therequest exceeding the Use Size maximum is appropriate for the proposed Use and parcel.
2. Retain the three-year abandonment period for Use Sizes in the Chinatown Districts.

3. Technical correction: Revise the Chinatown Districts abandonment period exception to state that
Restaurants that are a Legacy Business or an Institutional Use need to establish the use if it occupies
the nonconforming space after such three-year period.

Findings

Having reviewed the materials identified in the preamble above, and having heard all testimony and
arguments, this Commission finds, concludes, and determines as follows:

The proposed Ordinance would support small businesses in the Chinatown Mixed-Use Districts, the North
Beach Neighborhood Commercial District, and the Castro Street Neighborhood Commercial District.

San Francisco

Planning 2



Resolution No. 20969 Case No. 2021-005562PCAMAP
August 26,2021 Small Business Zoning Controls in
Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street

General Plan Compliance

The proposed Ordinance and the Commission’s recommended modifications are consistent with the following
Objectives and Policies of the General Plan:

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY ELEMENT

OBJECTIVE 1
MANAGE ECONOMIC GROWTH AND CHANGE TO ENSURE ENHANCEMENT OF THE TOTAL CITY
LIVING AND WORKING ENVIRONMENT.

Policy 1.1
Encourage development which provides substantial net benefits and minimizes undesirable consequences.
Discourage development which has substantial undesirable consequences that cannot be mitigated.

OBJECTIVE 2
MAINTAIN AND ENHANCE A SOUND AND DIVERSE ECONOMIC BASE AND FISCAL STRUCTURE FOR
THE CITY.

Policy 2.1
Seek to retain existing commercial and industrial activity and to attract new such activity to the city.

Policy 2.3
Maintain a favorable social and cultural climate in the city in order to enhance its attractiveness as a firm
location.

The proposed Ordinance supports small businesses in the Chinatown Mixed-Use Districts, the North Beach
Neighborhood Commercial District, and the Polk Street Neighborhood Commercial District. Each of these districts
have specific neighborhood concerns, to which the Planning Code and this Ordinance respond to. All these
districts strive to attract a variety of businesses to support the economic vitality of the neighborhood. The
proposed Ordinance responds to very specific concerns but could potentially yield benefits to other small
businesses as well.

Planning Code Section 101 Findings
The proposed amendments to the Planning Code are consistent with the eight Priority Policies set forth in

Section 101.1(b) of the Planning Code in that:

1. Thatexisting neighborhood-serving retail uses be preserved and enhanced and future opportunities
for resident employment in and ownership of such businesses enhanced;

The proposed Ordinance would not have a negative effect on neighborhood serving retail uses and will
not have a negative effect on opportunities for resident employment in and ownership of
neighborhood-serving retail.

San Francisco

Planning



Resolution No. 20969 Case No. 2021-005562PCAMAP
August 26,2021 Small Business Zoning Controls in
Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street

2. That existing housing and neighborhood character be conserved and protected in order to preserve
the cultural and economic diversity of our neighborhoods;
The proposed Ordinance would not have a negative effect on housing or neighborhood character.

3. Thatthe City’s supply of affordable housing be preserved and enhanced;
The proposed Ordinance would not have an adverse effect on the City’s supply of affordable housing.

4. That commuter traffic not impede MUNI transit service or overburden our streets or neighborhood
parking;

The proposed Ordinance would not result in commuter traffic impeding MUNI transit service or
overburdening the streets or neighborhood parking.

5. That a diverse economic base be maintained by protecting our industrial and service sectors from
displacement due to commercial office development, and that future opportunities for resident
employment and ownership in these sectors be enhanced;

The proposed Ordinance would not cause displacement of the industrial or service sectors due to office
development, and future opportunities for resident employment or ownership in these sectors would not
be impaired.

6. Thatthe City achieve the greatest possible preparedness to protect against injury and loss of life in an
earthquake;

The proposed Ordinance would not have an adverse effect on City’s preparedness against injury and loss
of life in an earthquake.

7. Thatthe landmarks and historic buildings be preserved;
The proposed Ordinance would not have an adverse effect on the City’s Landmarks and historic buildings.

8. Thatourparksand open space and their access to sunlight and vistas be protected from development;

The proposed Ordinance would not have an adverse effect on the City’s parks and open space and their
access to sunlight and vistas.

Planning Code Section 302 Findings.

The Planning Commission finds from the facts presented that the public necessity, convenience and general
welfare require the proposed amendments to the Planning Code as set forth in Section 302.

San Francisco
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Resolution No. 20969 Case No. 2021-005562PCAMAP
August 26,2021 Small Business Zoning Controls in
Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Commission hereby APPROVES WITH MODIFICATIONS the
proposed Ordinance as described in this Resolution.

| hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Commission at its meeting on August 26,
2021.

ed by Jonas P lonin

£ Digaly sgned by
Jonas P lonin giisisee o

Jonas P. lonin
Commission Secretary

AYES: Diamond, Fung, Imperial, Koppel
NOES: Tanner
ABSENT: Chan, Moore

ADOPTED: August 26, 2021

San Francisco
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. 49 South Van Ness Avenue, Suite 1400
Pl San Francisco San Francisco, CA 94103

annlng 628.652.7600

www.sfplanning.org

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
PLANNING CODE TEXT & ZONING MAP AMENDMENT

AUGUST 26, 2021
90-Day Deadline: August 30, 2021

Project Name: Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street
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Recommendation: Approval with Modifications

Planning Code Amendment

The proposed Ordinance would amend the Planning Code to 1) allow neighborhood-serving Social Service and
Philanthropic Facility uses in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts with conditional use authorization; 2) change the
provision for abandonment of a use that exceeds a use size maximum in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts; 3)
change the use size limit and use size maximum in the Chinatown Community Business District; 4) exempt
Institutional Community uses and Legacy Business Restaurants in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts from use size
limits; 5) allow lot mergers under certain conditions in the Polk Street Neighborhood Commercial District; and 6)
exclude the portion of Powell Street south of Union Street from the North Beach Financial Service, Limited
Financial Service, and Business or Professional Service Subdistrict; affirming the Planning Department’s
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and making findings of consistency with the
General Plan, and the eight priority policies of Planning Code, Section 101.1, and public necessity, convenience,
and general welfare findings pursuant to Planning Code, Section 302.
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Case No. 2021-005562PCA
Small Business Zoning Controls in
Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street

Executive Summary
Hearing Date: August 26,2021

The Way It Is Now:

The Way It Would Be:

Social Service of Philanthropic Facilities in the
Chinatown Districts need to comply with the Use Size
maximums.

Social Service of Philanthropic Facilities would be
allowed to exceed the Use Size maximums with
Conditional Use Authorization in the Chinatown
Districts.

In the Chinatown Districts, uses that exceed the Use

Size maximums are considered abandoned after any

change or use or if no business has been in operation

for a period of three years. The only exceptions to this

abandonment clause are:

e ifthechange of useis for a Legacy Business or
Institutional Use or

e ifalegacy Business or Institutional Use occupies
the nonconforming space after three years.

Uses that exceed the Use Size maximums would be

considered abandoned after any change or use or if

no business has been in operation for a period of 18

months (instead of three years). The exceptions to

this abandonment clause would be revised as
follows:

e ifthe change of useis for a Restaurant that is a
Legacy Business or Institutional Use,

e ifaRestaurant thatis a Legacy Business or
Institutional Use occupies the nonconforming
space after 18 months, or

e ifaSocial Service or Philanthropic Facility that
primarily serves the Chinatown neighborhood
receives Conditional Use Authorization to occupy
the nonconforming space.

In the Chinatown Community Business District, the
Use Size limit is 5,000 square feet and there is no Use
Size maximum.

In the Chinatown Community Business District, the
Use Size limit would be reduced to 2,500 square feet
and the Use Size maximum would be 5,000 square
feet.

The Use Size limit does not apply to a Restaurantin
the Chinatown Visitor Retail District.

The Use Size limit would not apply to a Restaurant
that is a Legacy Business or an Institutional
Community Use in all Chinatown Districts.

Ground floor commercial spaces or storefront
mergers are prohibited in the Polk Street
Neighborhood Commercial District.

Ground floor commercial spaces or storefronts would
be permitted to merge in the Polk Street
Neighborhood Commercial District if it involves two
adjacent storefronts on a corner lot in the same
building and same parcel. The merger would need to
be for a Legacy Business and the resulting merger
would need to be under the maximum Use Size
permitted within the district.

The North Beach Financial Service, Limited Financial
Service, and Business or Professional Service
Subdistrict boundaries are generally south of
Greenwich Street, as designated on Sectional Map
SUO1.

The North Beach Financial Service, Limited Financial
Service, and Business or Professional Service
Subdistrict boundaries would exclude parcels on
Powell Street south of Union Street. This change
would be reflected in Sectional Map SUO1.
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Executive Summary Case No. 2021-005562PCA
Hearing Date: August 26,2021 Small Business Zoning Controls in
Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street

Background

The proposed Ordinance responds to ever-changing needs within the Neighborhood Commercial and Mixed-
Use Districts. The primary goal is to protect and preserve small businesses in the Chinatown Mixed-Use Districts,
the North Beach Neighborhood Commercial District, and the Polk Street Neighborhood Commercial District.

Use Size controls within the Chinatown Mixed-Use Districts were recently amended during the Chinatown
Reorganization in 2019. This Ordinance includes further amendments to the Use Size controls within the
Chinatown Mixed-Use Districts in response to an application proposing a Restaurant on the ground floor of 838
Grant Avenue. The proposed Ordinance would allow a Restaurant that is a Legacy Business exceeding the
Chinatown Mixed Use Districts Use Size limits to be re-established at 838 Grant Avenue.

Additionally, the proposed Ordinance also seeks to support businesses either expanding into or opening in
vacant storefronts. Specifically, the Ordinance supports an existing Bar seeking to expand within the Polk Street
Neighborhood Commercial District and a proposed Professional Service applying to fill a vacancy within the
North Beach Neighborhood Commercial District. Although the proposed Ordinance was crafted in response to
the specific circumstances described above, it would potentially benefit other small businesses and better serve
the communities.

Issues and Considerations

Chinatown Reorganization and Non-Residential Use Size Limits

Initiated in 2013, the Code Reorganization Project seeks to restructure the Planning Code so that it’s easier to
read, understand, and use. Phase 3.1 occurred in 2019 and focused solely on Article 8, which contains controls
for the Chinatown Mixed Use Districts. Some of these recent changes are being amended again in this Ordinance,
namely controls as they pertain to Non-Residential Use Size limits.

Use Size is a physical characteristic, not a Use, and therefore cannot be abandoned. However, Use Size is
abandoned with any change of use or three-year vacancy within the Chinatown Mixed-Use Districts.

During the Chinatown Reorganization hearing, the Planning Commission directed staff to include a substantive
change that would require that any change of use to abandon its Use Size. Use Size limits are physical
characteristic, and not a Use so they do not have an abandonment period. However, there are three districts
(Chinatown Mixed-Use, North Beach Neighborhood Commercial, and Castro Street Neighborhood Commercial
Districts) that have special provisions where Use Sizes are abandoned with a change of use or an extended
vacancy. These three districts are the only exemptions from Section 183 abandonment clauses because of their
very-specific neighborhood concerns.

After the Planning Commission hearing on the Chinatown Reorganization, the Board of Supervisors added an
additional amendment that would further differentiate the Chinatown Districts’ Non-Residential Use Size
controls.! That additional language is underlined below:

! Board File No. 190594, Ordinance No. 208-19
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Further, any space that exceeds the use size maximum below shall be deemed abandoned with
any change of use or if no business has been operational for a period of three years or more,
except the maximum use size shall not be deemed abandoned if the change of use is for a Legacy
Business or Institutional Use, or if a Legacy Business or Institutional Use occupies the non-
conforming space after such three-year period.

The Planning Commission was unable to consider this final amendment. However, the Department foresaw
some concerns about allowing a Use exceeding the maximum Use Size limits to return to the site even after the
three-year abandonment period. Technically, said Use should re-establish the Use Size by way of a new building
permit application to ensure the Use Size is carried over to the new Use. This is not noted in the final Ordinance
language but should be considered now to correctly re-establish the Use Size exceeding the maximum Use Size
limits in the Chinatown Districts. Proposed language:

Further, any nonconforming use size that exceeds the maximum below shall be deemed
abandoned by any change of use or if no business has operated within the space for a period of
more than three years, except a nonconforming use size shall not be deemed abandoned if (1) the
change of use is to a Restaurant that is a Legacy Business or to an Institutional Use; or (2) upon
conditional use authorization, the change of use is to a Social Service or Philanthropic Facility
that primarily serves the Chinatown neighborhood occupies the nonconforming space. However,
any such abandoned Use Size may be re-established if the first Use to occupy the space after its
abandonment is a Restaurant that is Legacy Business or an Institutional Use.

The proposed language addresses allowing a nonconforming Use Size back even after abandoned. It maintains
the same exceptions as the proposed Ordinance and includes the correct procedures for re-establishing an
abandoned Use Size.

Prohibition on Storefront Mergers

Both the North Beach and Polk Street Neighborhood Commercial Districts prohibit storefront mergers. The
intent is to maintain the districts’ small-scale, fine grain storefronts. The proposed Ordinance includes an
exception in the Polk Street Neighborhood Commercial District for very specific instances. Some of the eligibility
requirements for such mergers include that it involves two adjacent storefronts that are 1) located on a corner lot
in the same building and same parcel and 2) the resulting merger would still comply with the Use Size limits of
the district. Further, the merger would only be considered appropriate if it was intended for a Legacy Business.

The Department is aware of at least one application for Shanghai Kelly (located at 2064 Polk Street) that would
benefit from this proposed amendment. The existing business has been around for decades and they are now
interested in expanding their business in the currently vacant storefront directly to the south. In this example, the
resulting storefront merger would still be below the maximum Use Size limits for the Polk Street Neighborhood
Commercial District.
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North Beach Subdistrict

Subdistricts are intended to control the expansion of certain kinds of Uses, which if uncontrolled may adversely
affect the character of certain Neighborhood Commercial Districts. In 2017, the North Beach Financial Service,
Limited Financial Service, and Business or Professional Service Subdistrict was created to preserve the unique
mixture of local, citywide, and regional sales and services in the North Beach Area.” The Subdistrict prohibits or
limits the following Uses:
e AFinancial Service or a Limited Financial Service are not be permitted.
e ARetail or Professional Service, Design Professional and Trade Office are not be permitted on the first
floor.
e Thenonconforming Use provisions applies to Financial Services, Limited Financial Services, Retail
Professional Services, Design Professional and Trade Offices that existed lawfully when the Subdistrict
was created.

One reason the Subdistrict was originally created was because of the concern of overconcentration of
Professional Services. This concern is no longer relevant given the economic changes of the neighborhood and
therefore it is appropriate to revisit the Subdistrict boundaries and allow more Professional Services. Parcels
located on Powell Street south of Union would no longer be included as part of the North Beach Financial
Service, Limited Financial Service, and Business or Professional Service Subdistrict. The existing and proposed
Subdistrict boundaries are noted in Figures A and B. The Department is aware of a proposed application for 1561
Powell Street for a law firm d.b.a. “Colla & Rap LLP” that would benefit from this rezoning.

.

Figure A: Existing North Beach Financial Service, Limited Financial Service,
and Business or Professional Service Subdistrict boundaries

2Board File No. 170203, Ordinance No. 129-17
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Figure B: Proposed North Beach Financial Service, Limited Financial Service,
and Business or Professional Service Subdistrict boundaries

Neighborhood Commercial Vacancies

Vacancy rates in Neighborhood Commercial Districts has been a growing issue in recent years. This was
exacerbated by the shelter in place orders and ongoing response to COVID-19. The Ordinance helps address
some of these issues by allowing paths for new and existing businesses to open or expand into vacant
storefronts. If the Ordinance is not enacted, the North Beach and Polk Street Neighborhood Commercial Districts
may have an extended vacancy within the corridor. This Ordinance eliminates that gap because businesses have
already expressed interest in said existing vacancies.

Recommendation No. 4 states: Preserve Operations and Lessen Regulatory Burdens: create flexibility for
businesses to operate and consider reducing or eliminating regulatory burdens.

Additionally, the proposed Ordinance aligns with the fourth policy recommendation from the Economic
Recovery Taskforce Report, which states: Preserve Operations and Lessen Regulatory Burdens: create flexibility
for businesses to operate and consider reducing or eliminating regulatory burdens.” This Ordinance would help
an existing business expand and will create more flexibility by modifying Use controls.

General Plan Compliance

The proposed Ordinance supports small businesses in the Chinatown Mixed-Use Districts, the North Beach
Neighborhood Commercial District, and the Polk Street Neighborhood Commercial District. Each of these
districts have specific neighborhood concerns, to which the Planning Code and this Ordinance respond to. All
these districts strive to attract a variety of businesses to support the economic vitality of the neighborhood. The
proposed Ordinance responds to very specific concerns but could potentially yield benefits to other small
businesses as well.
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Racial and Social Equity Analysis

The Planning Code and Zoning Map amendments in the proposed Ordinance stem directly from community and
neighborhood concerns. The proposed Use Size controls amendments within the Chinatown Mixed-Use Districts
may inadvertently decrease the number of potential businesses with the heightened criteria. The proposed
amendments are very targeted for specific Uses and businesses. Additionally, these changes might not assist
existing community businesses or with neighborhood stabilization. Overall, the proposed Ordinance may yield
greater racial and social equity if the amendments considered the Chinatown Districts as a whole.

The proposed Ordinance would present immediate benefits to the specific businesses mentioned above but
might not provide long-term benefits to these neighborhoods if there is business turnover in the future. The City
should review the economic recovery as a whole and balance both the short- and long-term impacts in future
Ordinances.

Implementation

The Department has determined that this ordinance will not impact our current implementation procedures but
may potentially result in marginal additional Conditional Use Authorization applications for these targeted
parcels and Uses.

Recommendation

The Department recommends that the Commission approve with modificationsthe proposed Ordinance and
adopt the attached Draft Resolution to that effect. The Department’s proposed recommendations are as follows:

1. Inaddition to the Conditional Use Authorization findings, when considering Social Service and
Philanthropic Services requesting to exceed the Use Size maximums, the Planning Commission shall
find that:

a. The proposed Use primarily serves Chinatown.
b. Therequest exceeding the Use Size maximum is appropriate for the proposed Use and parcel.
2. Retain the three-year abandonment period for Use Sizes in the Chinatown Districts.

3. Technical correction: Revise the Chinatown Districts abandonment period exception to state that
Restaurants that are a Legacy Business or an Institutional Use need to re-establish the Use Size if it
occupies the nonconforming space after such three-year period.

Basis for Recommendation

The Department supports the overall goals of this Ordinance because it supports small businesses in the
Chinatown Mixed-Use Districts, the North Beach Neighborhood Commercial District, and the Polk Street
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Neighborhood Commercial District. However, the Ordinance could further support small businesses and these
Districts with the proposed modifications:

Recommendation 1: Amend the ordinance to add two additional findings for proposed Social Service and
Philanthropic Services requesting to exceed the Use Size maximums:

a) The proposed Use primarily serves Chinatown. This language is currently included in the opening
language for Section 121.4. This language is better served as a Commission finding to ensure that is it
considered properly.

b) The request exceeding the Use Size maximum is appropriate for the proposed Use and parcel. Use Size
limits are treated differently in the Chinatown Districts compared to the rest of the city, save for North
Beach and Castro Street Neighborhood Commercial Districts. Because of this, proposed Social Service
and Philanthropic Services exceeding the maximum Use Size limits should be reviewed more closely
and under more scrutiny. This is especially important considering that certain Uses exceeding the Use
Size limits may return to the site even after the three-year abandonment period.

Recommendation 2: Retain the three-year abandonment period for Use Sizes in the Chinatown Districts.

The Department went through an extensive Chinatown Reorganization Project only two years ago, during which
time the three-year abandonment period for Use Size was added. This three-year abandonment period should
remain for consistency with recent Planning Commission policy. The proposal to an 18-month abandonment
period would be overly restrictive and might not serve the community well if it results in more permit and
entitlement requirements.

Recommendation 3: Technical correction: Revise the Chinatown Districts abandonment period exception to
state that Restaurants that are a Legacy Business or an Institutional Use need to re-establish the Use Size if it
occupies the nonconforming space after such three-year period.

The language that was added during the Board process as part of the Chinatown Reorganization isn’t technically
correct. If a Use, and subsequently its Use Size, is considered abandoned, a new Use needs to be established at
the site. The Planning Commission did not have the opportunity to consider this amendment at the time.
However, this Ordinance is revising the same section again and this provision should be amended to include the
correct procedures in establishing the Use and its Use Size. The suggested language noted earlier still maintains
the same exceptions as the proposed Ordinance and would achieve the same results.

Required Commission Action

The proposed Ordinance is before the Commission so that it may approve it, reject it, or approve it with
modifications.
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Environmental Review

The proposed amendments are not defined as a project under CEQA Guidelines Section 15060(c) and 15378
because they do not result in a physical change in the environment.

Public Comment

As of the date of this report, the Planning Department has received one public comment regarding the proposed
Ordinance from Reuben, Junius, & Rose, LLP, who is representing a building owner within the Chinatown Visitor
Retail District. The comment noted the client’s difficultly in renting out one of the commercial spaces due to the
Use Size maximums and offered a friendly suggestion: replace “primarily serves the Chinatown community” with
“whose programs include services to the Chinatown community”.

Attachments:

Exhibit A: Draft Planning Commission Resolution
Exhibit B: Board of Supervisors File No. 210600
Exhibit C: Public Correspondence
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EXHIBIT A
. 49 South Van Ness Avenue, Suite 1400
San Francisco San Francisco, CA 94103

628.652.7600
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PLANNING COMMISSION
DRAFT RESOLUTION

AUGUST 26, 2021
Project Name: Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street
Case Number: 2021-005562PCA Board File No. 210600]
Initiated by: Supervisor Peskin / Introduced May 25, 2021
Staff Contact: Veronica Flores, Legislative Affairs
veronica.flores@sfgov.org, (628) 652-7525
Reviewed by: Aaron D Starr, Manager of Legislative Affairs

aaron.starr@sfgov.org, (628) 652-7533

RESOLUTION APPROVING WITH MODIFICATION A PROPOSED ORDINANCE THAT WOULD AMEND THE
PLANNING CODE TO 1) ALLOW NEIGHBORHOOD-SERVING SOCIAL SERVICE AND PHILANTHROPIC
FACILITY USES IN CHINATOWN MIXED USE DISTRICTS WITH CONDITIONAL USE AUTHORIZATION; 2)
CHANGE THE PROVISION FOR ABANDONMENT OF A USE THAT EXCEEDS A USE SIZE MAXIMUM IN
CHINATOWN MIXED USE DISTRICTS; 3) CHANGE THE USE SIZE LIMIT AND USE SIZE MAXIMUM IN THE
CHINATOWN COMMUNITY BUSINESS DISTRICT; 4) EXEMPT INSTITUTIONAL COMMUNITY USES AND
LEGACY BUSINESS RESTAURANTS IN CHINATOWN MIXED USE DISTRICTS FROM USE SIZE LIMITS; 5)
ALLOW LOT MERGERS UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS IN THE POLK STREET NEIGHBORHOOD
COMMERCIAL DISTRICT; AND 6) EXCLUDE THE PORTION OF POWELL STREET SOUTH OF UNION STREET
FROM THE NORTH BEACH FINANCIAL SERVICE, LIMITED FINANCIAL SERVICE, AND BUSINESS OR
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE SUBDISTRICT; AFFIRMING THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT’S DETERMINATION
UNDER THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT; AND MAKING FINDINGS OF CONSISTENCY
WITH THE GENERAL PLAN, AND THE EIGHT PRIORITY POLICIES OF PLANNING CODE, SECTION 101.1,
AND PUBLIC NECESSITY, CONVENIENCE, AND GENERAL WELFARE FINDINGS PURSUANT TO PLANNING
CODE, SECTION 302.

WHEREAS, on May 25, 2021 Supervisor Peskin introduced a proposed Ordinance under Board of Supervisors
(hereinafter “Board”) File Number 210600, which would amend the Planning Code to 1) allow neighborhood-
serving Social Service and Philanthropic Facility uses in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts with conditional use
authorization; 2) change the provision for abandonment of a use that exceeds a use size maximum in
Chinatown Mixed Use Districts; 3) change the use size limit and use size maximum in the Chinatown
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Resolution XXXXXX Case No. 2021-005562PCA
August 26,2021 Small Business Zoning Controls in

Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street [Record
Number]

Community Business District; 4) exempt Institutional Community uses and Legacy Business Restaurants in
Chinatown Mixed Use Districts from use size limits; 5) allow lot mergers under certain conditions in the Polk
Street Neighborhood Commercial District; and 6) exclude the portion of Powell Street south of Union Street
from the North Beach Financial Service, Limited Financial Service, and Business or Professional Service
Subdistrict;

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission (hereinafter “Commission”) conducted a duly noticed public hearing at
a regularly scheduled meeting to consider the proposed Ordinance on August 26, 2021; and,

WHEREAS, the proposed Ordinance has been determined to be categorically exempt from environmental
review under the California Environmental Quality Act Section 15060(c) and 15378; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has heard and considered the testimony presented to it at the public
hearing and has further considered written materials and oral testimony presented on behalf of
Department staff and other interested parties; and

WHEREAS, all pertinent documents may be found in the files of the Department, as the custodian of records,
at 49 South Van Ness Avenue, Suite 1400, San Francisco; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has reviewed the proposed Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission finds from the facts presented that the public necessity, convenience,
and general welfare require the proposed amendment; and

MOVED, that the Planning Commission hereby approves with modifications the proposed ordinance. The
Commission’s proposed recommendations are as follows:

1. Inaddition to the Conditional Use Authorization findings, when considering Social Service and
Philanthropic Services requesting to exceed the Use Size maximums, the Planning Commission shall
find that:

a. The proposed Use primarily serves Chinatown.

b. Therequest exceeding the Use Size maximum is appropriate for the proposed Use and
parcel.

2. Retain the three-year abandonment period for Use Sizes in the Chinatown Districts.

3. Technical correction: Revise the Chinatown Districts abandonment period exception to state that
Restaurants that are a Legacy Business or an Institutional Use need to establish the use if it occupies
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the nonconforming space after such three-year period.

Findings

Having reviewed the materials identified in the preamble above, and having heard all testimony and
arguments, this Commission finds, concludes, and determines as follows:

The proposed Ordinance would support small businesses in the Chinatown Mixed-Use Districts, the North
Beach Neighborhood Commercial District, and the Castro Street Neighborhood Commercial District.

General Plan Compliance

The proposed Ordinance and the Commission’s recommended modifications are consistent with the
following Objectives and Policies of the General Plan:

MANAGE ECONOMIC GROWTH AND CHANGE TO ENSURE ENHANCEMENT OF THE TOTAL CITY
LIVING AND WORKING ENVIRONMENT.

Policy 1.1
Encourage development which provides substantial net benefits and minimizes undesirable consequences.
Discourage development which has substantial undesirable consequences that cannot be mitigated.

MAINTAIN AND ENHANCE A SOUND AND DIVERSE ECONOMIC BASE AND FISCAL STRUCTURE FOR
THE CITY.

Policy 2.1
Seek to retain existing commercial and industrial activity and to attract new such activity to the city.

Policy 2.3
Maintain a favorable social and cultural climate in the city in order to enhance its attractiveness as a firm
location.

The proposed Ordinance supports small businesses in the Chinatown Mixed-Use Districts, the North Beach
Neighborhood Commercial District, and the Polk Street Neighborhood Commercial District. Each of these
districts have specific neighborhood concerns, to which the Planning Code and this Ordinance respond to. All
these districts strive to attract a variety of businesses to support the economic vitality of the neighborhood. The
proposed Ordinance responds to very specific concerns but could potentially yield benefits to other small
businesses as well.
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Planning Code Section 101 Findings

The proposed amendments to the Planning Code are consistent with the eight Priority Policies set forth in
Section 101.1(b) of the Planning Code in that:

1. Thatexisting neighborhood-serving retail uses be preserved and enhanced and future opportunities
for resident employment in and ownership of such businesses enhanced,;

The proposed Ordinance would not have a negative effect on neighborhood serving retail uses and will
not have a negative effect on opportunities for resident employment in and ownership of
neighborhood-serving retail.

2. Thatexisting housing and neighborhood character be conserved and protected in order to preserve
the cultural and economic diversity of our neighborhoods;

The proposed Ordinance would not have a negative effect on housing or neighborhood character.

3. Thatthe City’s supply of affordable housing be preserved and enhanced;

The proposed Ordinance would not have an adverse effect on the City’s supply of affordable housing.

4. That commuter traffic not impede MUNI transit service or overburden our streets or neighborhood
parking;

The proposed Ordinance would not result in commuter traffic impeding MUNI transit service or
overburdening the streets or neighborhood parking.

5. That a diverse economic base be maintained by protecting our industrial and service sectors from
displacement due to commercial office development, and that future opportunities for resident
employment and ownership in these sectors be enhanced;

The proposed Ordinance would not cause displacement of the industrial or service sectors due to office
development, and future opportunities for resident employment or ownership in these sectors would
not be impaired.

6. That the City achieve the greatest possible preparedness to protect against injury and loss of life in an
earthquake;

The proposed Ordinance would not have an adverse effect on City’s preparedness against injury and
loss of life in an earthquake.

7. Thatthe landmarks and historic buildings be preserved;

The proposed Ordinance would not have an adverse effect on the City’s Landmarks and historic

PlSan Francisco
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buildings.

8. Thatour parks and open space and their access to sunlight and vistas be protected from
development;

The proposed Ordinance would not have an adverse effect on the City’s parks and open space and their
access to sunlight and vistas.

Planning Code Section 302 Findings.

The Planning Commission finds from the facts presented that the public necessity, convenience and general
welfare require the proposed amendments to the Planning Code as set forth in Section 302.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Commission hereby APPROVES WITH MODIFICATIONS the
proposed Ordinance as described in this Resolution.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Commission at its meeting on August 26,
2021.

Jonas P. lonin
Commission Secretary

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:

ADOPTED: August 26, 2021
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EXHIBIT B

FILE NO. 210600 ORDINANCE NO.

[Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk
Street]

Ordinance amending the Planning Code to 1) allow neighborhood-serving Social
Service and Philanthropic Facility uses in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts with
conditional use authorization; 2) change the provision for abandonment of a use that
exceeds a use size maximum in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts; 3) change the use size
limit and use size maximum in the Chinatown Community Business District; 4) exempt
Institutional Community uses and Legacy Business Restaurants in Chinatown Mixed
Use Districts from use size limits; 5) allow lot mergers under certain conditions in the
Polk Street Neighborhood Commercial District; and 6) exclude the portion of Powell
Street south of Union Street from the North Beach Financial Service, Limited Financial
Service, and Business or Professional Service Subdistrict; affirming the Planning
Department’s determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and
making findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of
Planning Code, Section 101.1, and public necessity, convenience, and general welfare

findings pursuant to Planning Code, Section 302.

NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font.
Additions to Codes are in single-underline italics Times New Roman font.
Deletions to Codes are in .
Board amendment additions are in double-underlined Arial font.
Board amendment deletions are in strikethrough-Arial-font.
Asterisks (* * * *)indicate the omission of unchanged Code
subsections or parts of tables.

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco:
Section 1. Land Use and Environmental Findings.
(a) The Planning Department has determined that the actions contemplated in this

ordinance comply with the California Environmental Quality Act (California Public Resources

Supervisor Peskin
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 1
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Code Sections 21000 et seq.). Said determination is on file with the Clerk of the Board of
Supervisors in File No. 210600 and is incorporated herein by reference. The Board affirms
this determination.

(b) On , the Planning Commission, in Resolution No. :
adopted findings that the actions contemplated in this ordinance are consistent, on balance,
with the City’s General Plan and eight priority policies of Planning Code Section 101.1. The
Board adopts these findings as its own. A copy of said Resolution is on file with the Clerk of
the Board of Supervisors in File No. , and is incorporated herein by reference.

(c) Pursuant to Planning Code Section 302, the Board of Supervisors finds that this
ordinance will serve the public necessity, convenience and welfare for the reasons set forth in

Planning Commission Resolution No. , recommending approval of the proposed

designation, which is incorporated herein by reference.

Section 2. General Findings.

(a) Legacy Businesses, by virtue of their long-term presence in their communities,
contribute to the unique character and vibrancy of San Francisco neighborhoods. Enhancing
their long-term viability helps to stabilize commercial corridors.

(b) Within existing limits on use size, allowing Legacy Businesses to expand their
footprints within the Polk Street Neighborhood Commercial District to enhance revenue
streams supports the long-term viability of these unique, neighborhood-defining small
business anchors, with little or no impact to the fine-grained nature of the Polk Street

commercial corridor.

Section 3. The Planning Code is hereby amended by revising Sections 121.4, 723,

and 781.6, to read as follows:

Supervisor Peskin
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 2
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SEC. 121.4. NON-RESIDENTIAL USE SIZE LIMITS IN MIXED USE DISTRICTS.

In order to protect and maintain small scale use within an historically significant area
and to conserve neighborhood-serving uses in Chinatown, Commercial Uses which exceed
the use size limits up to the maximum limits stated in the table below shall be permitted only
as Conditional Uses subject to the provisions set forth in Section 303 of this Code. The use
area shall be measured as the Gross Floor Area for each individual commercial use.
Individual Commercial Uses above the use size maximum below shall not be permitted, except

that a Social Service or Philanthropic Facility that primarily serves the Chinatown neighborhood may

be permitted as a Conditional Use. Further, any space-use that exceeds the use size maximum

below shall be deemed abandoned with any change of use or if no business has been

operational for a period of three-years-eighteen months or more, except the-a use exceeding the

maximum use size_maximum shall not be deemed abandoned if (1) the change of use is for a

Restaurant that is a Legacy Business or for an Institutional Use;-o¥; #(2) a Restaurant that is a

Legacy Business or an Institutional Use occupies the non-conforming space after such three

year-eighteen-month period; or (3) upon conditional use authorization, a Social Service or

Philanthropic Facility that primarily serves the Chinatown neighborhood occupies the non-conforming

space.
District Use Size Maximum Use Size Limit
Chinatown Visitor
5,000 sq. ft. 2,500 sq. ft.
Chinatown Residential
Neighborhood Commercial 4,000 sq. ft. 2,500 sq. ft.
Chinatown Community )
Business No-Maximumb,000 sq. ft. 5,6002,500 sq. ft.

Supervisor Peskin
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In the Chinatown Visitor Retail, Chinatown Residential Neighborhood Commercial, and

Chinatown Community Districts, the use size limit shall not apply to a Restaurant that is a Legacy

Business or to an Institutional Community Use.

SEC. 723. POLK STREET NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL DISTRICT.

* % * *

(b) Controls.
* * % *
(3) Merger of Storefronts Prohibited. To preserve and maintain the district’s
small-scale, fine grain storefronts, the consolidation or merger of existing ground floor retail or

commercial spaces or storefronts shall be prohibited, except that two adjacent storefronts may be

consolidated or merged if the storefronts are for a Legacy Business on a corner lot within the same

building and Block and Lot number, and provided that the consolidation or merger of storefronts would

not result in a use size in excess of the principally permitted use size within the Polk Street NCD.

* * * *

SEC. 781.6. NORTH BEACH FINANCIAL SERVICE, LIMITED FINANCIAL
SERVICE, AND BUSINESS OR PROFESSIONAL SERVICE SUBDISTRICT.

(&) Purpose. In order to preserve the unigue mixture of local, citywide and regional
sales and services in the North Beach area, there shall be a North Beach Financial Service,
Limited Financial Service, and Business or Professional Service Subdistrict, generally
applicable for the portion of the North Beach Neighborhood Commercial District south of

Greenwich Street, excluding Powell Street south of Union Street, as designated on Sectional Map

SUO01 of the Zoning Map.

* * * *

Supervisor Peskin
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Section 4. The Planning Code is hereby amended in accordance with Planning Code

Section 106 by revising Sectional Map SUO1 of the Zoning Map as follows:

Assessor’s Block and Lot

Zoning Subdistrict to be
Superseded

Zoning District Hereby
Approved

Block 117:
Lots: 011
012
013
014
015
016

Block 118:
Lots: 001
002
003
004
005
006
007
008
009

Block 129:

Lots: 001
002
002C
002D
003
004
005
006
007

Block: 130
Lots: 022
023
024
025
026
027
028
029

North Beach Financial
Service, Limited Financial
Service, and Business or
Professional Service
Subdistrict

North Beach Neighborhood
Commercial District

Supervisor Peskin
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Page 5



© 00 N o o -~ w N kP

N NN N NN B B R R R R R R R
O B W N P O © © N o O M W N B O

Block: 147
Lots: 014
015
015A

Block: 148
Lots: 002
005
006
028
030
031

Section 5. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after
enactment. Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor returns the
ordinance unsigned or does not sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it, or the Board

of Supervisors overrides the Mayor’s veto of the ordinance.

Section 6. Scope of Ordinance. In enacting this ordinance, the Board of Supervisors
intends to amend only those words, phrases, paragraphs, subsections, sections, articles,
numbers, punctuation marks, charts, diagrams, or any other constituent parts of the Municipal
Code that are explicitly shown in this ordinance as additions, deletions, Board amendment
additions, and Board amendment deletions in accordance with the “Note” that appears under

the official title of the ordinance.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney

By:  /s/ Victoria Wong
VICTORIA WONG
Deputy City Attorney

n:\legana\as202112100349\01533873.docx

Supervisor Peskin
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EXHIBIT C

Flores, Veronica (CPC)

Subject: FW: BF 210600 - comments by 8/17
Attachments: Chinatown small business legislation - edits.docx

From: John Kevlin <jkevlin@reubenlaw.com>

Sent: Tuesday, August 17, 2021 12:42 PM

To: Flores, Veronica (CPC) <Veronica.Flores@sfgov.org>
Subject: Re: BF 210600 - comments by 8/17

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

Hey Veronica —

Thanks for the heads up on this. As some background, | represent an owner of a building in Chinatown in the CVR zoning
district. It has been exceedingly difficult to find commercial tenants to occupy the building (both the ground floor and
the upper floors), in particular due to the very modest use size maximums in the Chinatown zoning districts without the
ability to exceed them with conditional use authorization. These use size maximums don’t just apply on the ground
floor, but are now being applied throughout the building, such that no tenant space of more than 5,000 sf can be
created, without exceptions available due to unique circumstances of a specific building.

We feel the proposed legislation begins to correct this use size issue by allowing certain social service and philanthropic
facilities to exceed the maximum use size limit with conditional use authorization. However, the restriction that the
social service facility “primarily” serve the Chinatown neighborhood significantly restricts this potential solution. As
such, we are proposing slight modifications to the legislation, changing “primarily serves” the Chinatown community to
“whose programs include services to” the Chinatown community (language is bolded an underlined on 3 of the attached
word doc). We feel like this provides a balance between modifying the code to allow vacant buildings to be legally
occupied and ensuring that such occupants provide services to the Chinatown community. My client has been close to
leasing their building to 2 separate social service non-profits in recent months but ultimately were unable to due to the
use size restriction —and our proposed change to the legislation would help achieve this goal, to the benefit of the
Chinatown neighborhood.

Thanks for your consideration Veronica. Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any questions or would like to
discuss.

John



City Hall
1 Dr.CarltonB. Goodlett Place, Room244
San Francisco 94102-4689
Tel.No.(415)554-5184
Fax No. (415)554-5163
TDD/TTY No. (415)554-5227

BOARD of SUPERVISORS

May 26, 2021

Planning Commission

Attn: Jonas lonin

49 South Van Ness Avenue, Suite 1400
San Francisco, CA 94103

Dear Commissioners:

On May 25, 2021, Supervisor Peskin introduced the following legislation:
File No. 210600

Ordinance amending the Planning Code to 1) allow neighborhood-serving
Social Service and Philanthropic Facility uses in Chinatown Mixed Use
Districts with conditional use authorization; 2) change the provision for
abandonment of a use that exceeds a use size maximum in Chinatown
Mixed Use Districts; 3) change the use size limit and use size maximum in
the Chinatown Community Business District; 4) exempt Institutional
Community uses and Legacy Business Restaurants in Chinatown Mixed
Use Districts from use size limits; 5) allow lot mergers under certain
conditions in the Polk Street Neighborhood Commercial District; and 6)
exclude the portion of Powell Street south of Union Street from the North
Beach Financial Service, Limited Financial Service, and Business or
Professional Service Subdistrict; affirming the Planning Department’s
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and making
findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority
policies of Planning Code, Section 101.1, and public necessity,
convenience, and general welfare findings pursuant to Planning Code,
Section 302.

The proposed ordinance is being transmitted for review. The ordinance is pending before the
Land Use and Transportation Committee and will be scheduled for hearing upon receipt of your
response.

Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board
fi .
Ot
By: Erica Major, Assistant Clerk
Land Use and Transportation Committee



Referral fromthe Board of Supervisors
Land Use and Transportation Committee

Page 2

C: Rich Hillis, Director
Scott Sanchez, Deputy Zoning Administrator
Corey Teague, Zoning Administrator
Lisa Gibson, Environmental Review Officer
Devyani Jain, Deputy Environmental Review Officer
Adam Varat, Acting Director of Citywide Planning
AnMarie Rodgers, Legislative Affairs
Dan Sider, Director of Executive Programs
Aaron Starr, Manager of Legislative Affairs
Joy Navarrete, Environmental Planning
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San Francisco 94102-4689
Tel.No. (415)554-5184
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TDD/TTY No. (415)554-5227

BOARD of SUPERVISORS

June 1, 2021

File No. 210600

Lisa Gibson

Environmental Review Officer

Planning Department

49 South Van Ness Avenue, Suite 1400
San Francisco, CA 94103

Dear Ms. Gibson:

On May 25, 2021, Supervisor Peskin submitted the following legislation:

File No. 210600

Ordinance amending the Planning Code to 1) allow neighborhood-serving Social
Service and Philanthropic Facility uses in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts with
conditional use authorization; 2) change the provision for abandonment of a use that
exceeds a use size maximum in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts; 3) change the use
size limit and use size maximum in the Chinatown Community Business District; 4)
exempt Institutional Community uses and Legacy Business Restaurants in Chinatown
Mixed Use Districts from use size limits; 5) allow lot mergers under certain conditions
in the Polk Street Neighborhood Commercial District; and 6) exclude the portion of
Powell Street south of Union Street from the North Beach Financial Service, Limited
Financial Service, and Business or Professional Service Subdistrict; affirming the
Planning Department’s determination under the California Environmental Quality Act;
and making findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority
policies of Planning Code, Section 101.1, and public necessity, convenience, and
general welfare findings pursuant to Planning Code, Section 302.

This legislation is being transmitted to you for environmental review.

Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board
fi

By: Erica Major, Assistant Clerk
Land Use and Transportation Committee

Attachment

C:

Joy Navarrete, Environmental Planning
Don Lewis, Environmental Planning



City Hall
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco 94102-4689
Tel.No.(415)554-5184
Fax No. (415)554-5163
TDD/TTY No. (415)554-5227

BOARD of SUPERVISORS

MEMORANDUM

TO: Regina Dick-Endrizzi, Director
Small Business Commission, City Hall, Room 448

FROM: Erica Major, Assistant Clerk, Land Use and Transportation Committee
DATE: June 1, 2021

SUBJECT: REFERRAL FROM BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Land Use and Transportation Committee

The Board of Supervisors’ Land Use and Transportation Committee has received the following
legislation, which is being referred to the Small Business Commission for comment and
recommendation. The Commission may provide any response it deems appropriate within 12
days from the date of this referral.

File No. 210600

Ordinance amending the Planning Code to 1) allow neighborhood-serving Social
Service and Philanthropic Facility uses in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts with
conditional use authorization; 2) change the provision for abandonment of a use
that exceeds a use size maximum in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts; 3) change
the use size limit and use size maximum in the Chinatown Community Business
District; 4) exempt Institutional Community uses and Legacy Business
Restaurants in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts from use size limits; 5) allow lot
mergers under certain conditions in the Polk Street Neighborhood Commercial
District; and 6) exclude the portion of Powell Street south of Union Street from
the North Beach Financial Service, Limited Financial Service, and Business or
Professional Service Subdistrict; affirming the Planning Department’s
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and making
findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of
Planning Code, Section 101.1, and public necessity, convenience, and general
welfare findings pursuant to Planning Code, Section 302.

Please return this cover sheet with the Commission’s response to me at the Board of
Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA 94102.
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RESPONSE FROM SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION - Date:

No Comment
Recommendation Attached

Chairperson, Small Business Commission



CHINATOWN MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION

667 Grant Avenue @ San Francisco € California 94108 € Tel: (415) 982-6306 € Fax: (415) 982-6306

September 16, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfeov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfeov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston@sfoov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall o

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Proposed Amendment to Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown
and North Beach and on Polk Street

San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 20, 2021 )

Dear Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:

The Chinatown Merchants Association fully supports the proposed Amendment to Planning
Code preserving Chinatown and encouraging creative uses to our commercial corridors in
Chinatown.

153774515.1
PRIDE IN OUR HERITAGE ¢ PRIDE IN OUR CITY € PRIDE IN OURSELVES



San Francisco Board of Supervisors
Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 16, 2021

It is heartbreaking to see the many vacant storefronts in Chinatown. COVID-19 has devastated
small businesses and these businesses drive the economic activity in Chinatown, provide
essential services to many of our residents, and provide opportunities to residents. Chinatown
has also been one of the main attractions to visitors to San Francisco and a contributor to the
City’s economy. We need a vibrant Chinatown and these amendments to the Planning Code
protects many of the small businesses and can be a start of the revitalization of Chinatown.

If the Chinatown community has any hope of preserving its community, we need to remember
that we must have zoning regulations that help allow for the growth of our community, not kill it
off. Asitis, the community has dozens of empty storefronts and offices that no one wants. To
keep controls will only serve to frustrate and destroy our community.

We support the proposed amendments to the Planning Code.

Very Truly Yours,

Betty Louie, A&Visor

Chinatown Merchants Association

v Allan E. Low, Esq.
Perkins Coie, LLP
(via email alow@perkinscoie.com)

153774515.1



united states

of asian america

September 15, 2021

Public Comment
To Supervisors and Members of the Committee,

Asian Pacific Islander Cultural Center (APICC) supports the proposed ordinance to change small business
zoning controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File No. 210600).

APICC is a city recognized Cultural Center and has been advocating for equity for Asian Americans for
decades. This proposed change will allow for a permanent home for artists, cultural bearers and
community activists in Chinatown as members in the Chinatown community have been able to garner the
support of state funding for a new building. This is an historic moment for Chinatown and we hope we have
your support to see it happen.

APICC strongly supports the proposed ordinance to change small business zoning controls in Chinatown
and North Beach, and on Polk Street in order to provide support to allow important philanthropic and social
service uses in Chinatown, and to support any legacy restaurants and businesses.

Sincerely,

Ve L \\_)Q/)"
Vinay Patel Yukiya Jerry Waki
Executive Director President of the Board of Directors

Asian Pacific Islander Cultural Center
934 Brannan Street, San Francisco, CA 94103
415-829-9467 info@apiculturalcenter.org www.apiculturalcenter.org
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September 15, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfgov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfgov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston@sfgov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Letter in Support of Ordinance to Change Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown and
North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File 210600)

To the Chair and Members of the Land Use and Transportation Committee,

I am writing on behalf of Chinatown Community Development Center (CCDC), which supports the
proposed ordinance to change small business zoning controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk
Street (Board File No. 210600).

CCDC is a place-based community development organization serving primarily the Chinatown
neighborhood, in addition to North Beach and the Tenderloin. We serve many roles: neighborhood
advocates, organizer and planners, and crucially, developers and managers of affordable housing.

With relation to the Chinatown adjustments, this ordinance will adjust a previous ordinance amending the
Planning Code to prohibit retail workspace in Chinatown Mixed-Use Districts. In 2020, CCDC worked
with Supervisor Peskin’s Office to limit the encroachment of office workspaces in Chinatown, which
could drive up rents and make it difficult for legacy merchants to compete. CCDC was supportive of the
previous ordinance, and we believe that his new proposed ordinance will build upon it by providing
greater flexibility for community-serving uses and because it supports legacy businesses, in addition to
supporting use size restrictions that continues to protect Chinatown.

There are multiple positive outcomes for the Chinatown community.

Properties professionally managed by Chinatown Community Development Center do not discriminate based on race, color, creed,
( religion, sex, national origin, age, familial status, handicap, ancestry, medical condition, physical handicap, veteran status, sexual

orientation, AIDS, AIDS related condition (ARC), mental disability, marital status, source of income, or any other arbitrary status. s
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Allowing social service or philanthropic facilities in Chinatown to exceed the use size maximums with
Conditional Use Authorizations would allow for the development of important community spaces for
both API and broader BIPOC communities. On the horizon, six leading Chinatown cultural organizations
(CCDC, Angel Island Immigration Station Foundation, Chinese Cultural Center, Chinese Historical
Society of America, Center for Affirmative Action, and Center for Asian American Media) have received
$26.5 million in state funding for Edge on the Square, a contemporary arts and media destination located
at 800 Grant Avenue that will house build a cultural entity and inclusion in a manner that opens hearts
and changes minds. Passing this ordinance is essential for the cultivation of important cultural spaces for
API and the broader BIPOC communities.

Legacy businesses are also supported by amended ordinances by allowing the space that they need to
operate. Legacy restaurants and small businesses have struggled during the COVID-19 pandemic with the
waves of shutdowns and added pressure of anti-Asian hate that has seen fewer residents visit Asian ethnic
enclaves. While the amended ordinances do not alleviate many of the financial pressures that small
business owners are experiencing, it does provide legacy restaurants the space that they would need,
should they like to move to another space in Chinatown.

CCDC strongly supports the proposed ordinance to change small business zoning controls in Chinatown
and North Beach, and on Polk Street in order to provide support to allow important philanthropic and
social service uses in Chinatown, and to support any legacy restaurants and businesses.

Yours Sincerely,

Amy Zhou
Planner, Chinatown Community Development Center

Cc:  Mabel Teng
Interim Executive Director, Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative

Erica Major
Assistant Clerk, Board of Supervisors

Properties professionally managed by Chinatown Community Development Center do not discriminate based on race, color, creed,
( religion, sex, national origin, age, familial status, handicap, ancestry, medical condition, physical handicap, veteran status, sexual

orientation, AIDS, AIDS related condition (ARC), mental disability, marital status, source of income, or any other arbitrary status. s



CHINESE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

730 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108
(415) 982-3000
Fax: (415) 982-4720

(CHAMBER OF

September 16, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar(@sfeov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfeov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston(@sfeov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

Re:  Proposed Amendment to Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown
and North Beach and on Polk Street
San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 20, 2021

Dear Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:

This letter is in support of the proposed amendments to the Planning Code preserving small
businesses in and revitalizing Chinatown.

The Chinese Chamber of Commerce supports economic activity and business development in
Chinatown. Many of our members are small businesses that are the lifeblood of Chinatown.
Small businesses drive the economic activity in Chinatown and keep Chinatown an opportunity
for many residents. An overwhelming number of small businesses are suffering irreparable
economic harm caused by the COVID-19. These amendments to the Planning Code will protect
Chinatown small businesses and help bring workers, pedestrians and visitors to Chinatown to
eat, shop, and plan in Chinatown.

153774381.1



San Francisco Board of Supervisors
Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 16, 2021

We strongly support the proposed amendments to the Planning Code.

Very Truly Yours.

Chinese Chamber of Commerce

Eddie Au, President

g Allan E. Low, Esq.
Perkins Coie. LLP
(via email alow(@perkinscoie.com)

153774381.1
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September 17, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfgov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfgov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston@sfgov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Letter in Support of Ordinance to Change Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown
and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File 210600)

To the Chair and Members of the Land Use and Transportation Committee,

I am writing on behalf of Brightline Defense Project (‘“Brightline”) to support the proposed ordinance to
change small business zoning controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File
No. 210600). Brightline is an environmental justice nonprofit working to empower communities and
build sustainable environments. Among other projects specific to SF Chinatown, our organization has
worked on air quality, food insecurity, parks and green space, SRO resident needs, language access, and
workforce development.



There are multiple positive outcomes from this proposed ordinance for the Chinatown community.
Allowing social service or philanthropic facilities in Chinatown to exceed the use size maximums with
Conditional Use Authorizations would allow for the development of important community spaces for both
API and broader BIPOC communities. On the horizon, six leading Chinatown cultural organizations
(CCDC, Angel Island Immigration Station Foundation, Chinese Cultural Center, Chinese Historical
Society of America, Center for Affirmative Action, and Center for Asian American Media) have received
$26.5 million in state funding for Edge on the Square, a contemporary arts and media destination located
at 800 Grant Avenue that will house build a cultural entity and inclusion in a manner that opens hearts and
changes minds. Passing this ordinance is essential for the cultivation of important cultural spaces for API
and the broader BIPOC communities.

Legacy businesses are also supported by amended ordinances by allowing the space that they need to
operate. Legacy restaurants and small businesses have struggled during the COVID-19 pandemic with
the waves of shutdowns and added pressure of anti-Asian hate that has seen fewer residents visit Asian
ethnic enclaves. While the amended ordinances do not alleviate many of the financial pressures that
small business owners are experiencing, it does provide legacy restaurants the space that they would
need, should they like to move to another space in Chinatown.

Brightline Defense strongly supports the proposed ordinance to change small business zoning controls
in Chinatown and North Beach, and on Polk Street in order to provide support to allow important
philanthropic and social service uses in Chinatown, and to support any legacy restaurants and
businesses.

Yours
Sincerely,

S

i
/

Eddie Ahn
Executive Director, Brightline Defense

Cc:
Erica Major
Assistant Clerk, Board of Supervisors

Via Email erica.major@sfgov.org

Mabel Teng
Interim Executive Director, Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative

Via Email tengmabel@gmail.com

Allan Low
Perkins Coie LLP

Via Email alow(@perkinscoie.com



O cAAM

CENTER FOR ASIAN AMERICAN MEDIA

September 17, 2021
To the Chair and Members of the Land Use and Transportation Committee,

| am writing on behalf of the Center for Asian American Media, CAAM, which supports the proposed
ordinance to change small business zoning controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street
(Board File No. 210600).

Our mission at CAAM is to present stories that reflect the richness and diversity of the Asian American
community to the broadest audiences possible. There are multiple positive outcomes from this
proposed ordinance for the Chinatown community.

Allowing social service or philanthropic facilities in Chinatown to exceed the use size maximums with
Conditional Use Authorizations would allow for the development of important community spaces for
both APl and broader BIPOC communities. On the horizon, six leading Chinatown cultural organizations
(CCDC, Angel Island Immigration Station Foundation, Chinese Cultural Center, Chinese Historical
Society of America, Center for Affirmative Action, and Center for Asian American Media) have received
$26.5 million in state funding for Edge on the Square, a contemporary arts and media destination
locatedat 800 Grant Avenue that will house build a cultural entity and inclusion in a manner that opens
hearts and changes minds. Passing this ordinance is essential for the cultivation of important cultural
spaces for APl and the broader BIPOC communities.

Legacy businesses are also supported by amended ordinances by allowing the space that they need to
operate. Legacy restaurants and small businesses have struggled during the COVID-19 pandemic with
thewaves of shutdowns and added pressure of anti-Asian hate that has seen fewer residents visit Asian
ethnicenclaves. While the amended ordinances do not alleviate many of the financial pressures that
small business owners are experiencing, it does provide legacy restaurants the space that they would
need, should they like to move to another space in Chinatown.

CAAM strongly supports the proposed ordinance to change small business zoning controls in
Chinatownand North Beach, and on Polk Street in order to provide support to allow important
philanthropic and social service uses in Chinatown, and to support any legacy restaurants and
businesses.

Yours Sincerely,

Sincerely,

Aol Ao

Stephen Gong
Executive Director

STORIES TO LIGHT
A 145 NINTH STREET, SUITE 350, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94103-2641 T 415863 0814 F 4158637428 W WWW.CAAMEDIA.ORG



CAAM

CENTER FOR ASIAN AMERICAN MEDIA

Cc: Erica Major
Assistant Clerk, Board of Supervisors
Via Email erica.major@sfgov.org

Mabel Teng

Interim Executive Director, Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative
Via Email tengmabel@gmail.com

Allan Low
Perkins Coie LLP
Via Email alow@perkinscoie.com

STORIES TO LIGHT
A 145 NINTH STREET, SUITE 350, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94103-2641 T 415863 0814 F 4158637428 W WWW.CAAMEDIA.ORG
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CHINESE
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SOCIETY of

AMERICA

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Douglas S. Chan

September 17, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfeov.org

President Supervisor Myrna Melgar
San Francisco Board of Supervisors
Jeffrey Tsai City Hall

Secretary

Andy Bryant

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Treasurer Via Email aaron.peskin@sfgov.org
Jane Chin Supervisor Aaron Peskin

Matthew Huey San Francisco Board of Supervisors
Elsie Lam City Hall

Alvin Lau 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
Walter Lim San Francisco, CA 94102

Gorretti Lui . '

Lydia So Via Email dean.preston@sfgov.org

Johnny Wan
Y ° Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Jonathan H.X Lee
H&P Editor

Connie Young Yu

Emeritus Re: Letter in Support of Ordinance to Change Small Business Zoning Controls in

Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File 210600)
To the Chair and Members of the Land Use and Transportation Committee,

I am writing on behalf of Chinatown Community Development Center (CCDC),

which supports the proposed ordinance to change small business zoning
controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File No. 210600).
CCDC is a place-based community development organization serving primarily the
Chinatown neighborhood, in addition to North Beach and the Tenderloin. We serve many
roles: neighborhood advocates, organizer and planners, and crucially, developers and
managers of affordable housing.

With relation to the Chinatown adjustments, this ordinance will adjust a previous ordinance
amending the Planning Code to prohibit retail workspace in Chinatown Mixed-Use Districts.
In 2020, CCDC worked with Supervisor Peskin’s Office to limit the encroachment of office
workspaces in Chinatown, which could drive up rents and make it difficult for legacy
merchants to compete. CCDC was supportive of the previous ordinance, and we believe that
his new proposed ordinance will build upon it by providing greater flexibility for

Museum & Learning Center e 965 Clay Street ¢ San Francisco, CA 94108 ¢ (415) 391-1188 e www.chsa.org
CHSA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit operating under Federal Tax ID #94-6122446
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community-serving uses and because it supports legacy businesses, in addition to supporting
use size restrictions that continues to protect Chinatown.

There are multiple positive outcomes for the Chinatown community.

Allowing social service or philanthropic facilities in Chinatown to exceed the use size
maximums with Conditional Use Authorizations would allow for the development of
important community spaces for both API and broader BIPOC communities. On the horizon,
six leading Chinatown cultural organizations (CCDC, Angel Island Immigration Station
Foundation, Chinese Cultural Center, Chinese Historical Society of America, Center for
Affirmative Action, and Center for Asian American Media) have received $26.5 million in
state funding for Edge on the Square, a contemporary arts and media destination located at
800 Grant Avenue that will house build a cultural entity and inclusion in a manner that opens
hearts and changes minds. Passing this ordinance is essential for the cultivation of important
cultural spaces for API and the broader BIPOC communities.

Legacy businesses are also supported by amended ordinances by allowing the space that they
need to operate. Legacy restaurants and small businesses have struggled during the COVID-
19 pandemic with the waves of shutdowns and added pressure of anti-Asian hate that has
seen fewer residents visit Asian ethnic enclaves. While the amended ordinances do not
alleviate many of the financial pressures that small business owners are experiencing, it does
provide legacy restaurants the space that they would need, should they like to move to
another space in Chinatown.

CCDC strongly supports the proposed ordinance to change small business zoning controls in
Chinatown and North Beach, and on Polk Street in order to provide support to allow
important philanthropic and social service uses in Chinatown, and to support any legacy
restaurants and businesses.

Yours Sincerely,

Justin Hoover

|
i ]
TNA—A—

VIMPAS

Executive Director
Chinese Historical Society of America

Museum & Learning Center e 965 Clay Street ¢ San Francisco, CA 94108 ¢ (415) 391-1188 e www.chsa.org
CHSA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit operating under Federal Tax ID #94-6122446



September 16, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfgov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfgov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston@sfgov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

RE: Proposed Amendment to Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in
Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street
San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 20, 2021 | File # 210600

Dear Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:

Chinese for Affirmative Action (CAA) is in support of the proposed amendments to Planning
Code Section 121.4.

CAA is one of the founding organizations of Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative, which is
a non-profit corporation that seeks to develop “Edge on the Square,” at 800 Grant Avenue.
Edge on the Square will be an important center for Asian American contemporary media and
arts. The center will be a collaborative platform for artists, performers, scholars, and


mailto:myrna.melgar@sfgov.org
mailto:aaron.peskin@sfgov.org
mailto:dean.preston@sfgov.org

educators and will bring visitors to Chinatown resulting in increased economic activity in the
community.

We strongly support the proposed amendments to the Planning Code..

Truly,

Vincent Pan
Co-Executive Director
Chinese for Affirmative Action

cc: Allan E. Low, Esq.
Perkins Coie, LLP
(via email alow@perkinscoie.com)

17 WALTER U. LUM PLACE - SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94108
T 415.274.6750 - F 415.8397.8770 - INFO@CAASF.ORG - WWW.CAASF.ORG
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From: Sarah Wan

To: Melgar. Myrna (BOS); Peskin, Aaron (BOS); Preston, Dean (BOS)

Cc: Mabel Teng Ngan; Low, Allan E. (Perkins Coie); Major, Erica (BOS)

Subject: Letter in Support of Ordinance to Change Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File
210600)

Date: Monday, September 20, 2021 12:30:43 PM

Attachments: CYC LOS - Change Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File 210600).pdf

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

To the Chair and Members of the Land Use and Transportation Committee,

| am writing on behalf of the Community Y outh Center of San Francisco (CY C) to support the proposed ordinance to
change small business zoning controlsin Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File No. 210600).

For over 50 years, CY C has been an expert in providing culturally competent services to diverse youth throughout San
Francisco. Originally founded to address the problems of juvenile delinquency and gang violence in Chinatown, CYC
has grown to encompass behavioral health, education, intervention, leadership development, street outreach and
workforce development in all our programs. We have a deep presence throughout SF, including city-wide programs and
targeted initiatives in the Bayview, Chinatown, Ingleside, Mission/Excelsior, Richmond, Sunset, and Tenderloin: al
neighborhoods with multi-faceted cultures, histories, challenges, and opportunities. CY CSF is aso the community host
of the newly renovated Willie Woo Woo Wong Clubhouse to offer much needed wraparound services to the youth and
families aswell as seniorsin Chinatown community.

There are multiple positive outcomes from this proposed ordinance for the Chinatown community. Allowing social
service or philanthropic facilitiesin Chinatown to exceed the use size maximums with Conditional Use Authorizations
would alow for the development of important community spaces for both APl and broader BIPOC communities. On the
horizon, six leading Chinatown cultural organizations (CCDC, Angel 1sland Immigration Station Foundation, Chinese
Cultural Center, Chinese

Historical Society of America, Center for Affirmative Action, and Center for Asian American Media) have received $26.5
million in state funding for Edge on the Square, a contemporary arts and media destination located at 800 Grant Avenue
that will house build a cultural entity and inclusion in a manner that opens hearts and changes minds. Passing this
ordinance is essential for the cultivation of important cultural spacesfor API and the broader BIPOC communities.

Legacy businesses are al so supported by amended ordinances by allowing the space that they need to operate. Legacy
restaurants and small businesses have struggled during the COVID-19 pandemic with the waves of shutdowns and added
pressure of anti-Asian hate that has seen fewer residents visit Asian ethnic enclaves. While the amended ordinances do
not alleviate many of the financial pressuresthat small business owners are experiencing, it does provide legacy
restaurants the space that they would need, should they like to move to another space in Chinatown.

CY C strongly supports the proposed ordinance to change small business zoning controlsin Chinatown and North Beach,
and on Polk Street in order to provide support to allow important philanthropic and socia service usesin
Chinatown, and to support any legacy restaurants and businesses.

Best regards,

Sarah Ching-Ting Wan
Executive Director

sarahw@cycsf.org

Community Youth Center of San Francisco (CYC)
Main Office & CYC-Intel Computer Clubhouse
1038 Post Street

San Francisco, California 94109

Tel.: 415.775.2636 x 218

Fax: 415.775.1345

www.cycsf.org

Youth are the center of our community.
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Community Youth CENTETZ

September 20, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfgov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors

City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfgov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors

City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Go odlett Place San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston@sfgov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors

City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Letter in Support of Ordinance to Change Small Business Zoning Controls in
Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File 210600)

To the Chair and Members of the Land Use and Transportation Committee,

| am writing on behalf of the Community Youth Center of San
Francisco (CYC)to support the proposed ordinance to change small business zoning
controls in Chinatow n and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File No. 210600).

For over 50 years, CYC has bee n an expert in providing culturally competent services

to diverse youth throughout San Francisco. Originally founded to address the

problems of juvenile delinquency and gang violence in Chinatown, CYC has grown to
encompass behavioral health, education, in tervention, leadership development, street
outreach and workforce development in all our programs. We have a deep presence
throughout SF, including city  -wide programs and targeted initiatives in the Bayview,
Chinatown, Ingleside, Mission/Excelsior, Richmon d, Sunset, and Tenderloin: all
neighborhoods with multi -faceted cultures, histories, challenges, and opportunities.
CYCSEF is also the community host of the newly renovated Willie Woo Woo Wong
Clubhouse to offer much needed wraparound services to the youth and families as
well as seniors in Chinatown community.

www.cycsf.org

1038 Post Street 5009 Third Street 319 Sixth Avenue, Suite 201 cyc @cycsf.org
San Francisco, CA 94109 San Francisco, CA 94124 San Francisco, CA 94118
415.775.2636 415.550.1151 415.752.9675

415.775.1345 415.775.1345 415.752.9033
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There are multiple positive outcomes from this proposed ordinance for the Chinatown
community. Allowing social service or philanthropic facilities in Chinatown to exceed
the use size maximums  with Conditional Use Authorizations would allow for the

development of important community spaces for both APl and broader BIPOC
communities. On the horizon, six leading Chinatown cultural organizations (CCDC,
Angel Island Immigration Station Foundation, C hinese Cultural Center, Chinese

Historical Society of America, Center for Affirmative Action, and Center for Asian Ameri
can Media) have received $26.5 million in state funding for Edge on the Square, a
contemporary arts and media destination located at 800 Grant Avenue that will

house build a cultural entity and inclusion in a manner that opens hearts and changes
minds. Passing this ordinance is essential for the cultivation o f important cultural

spaces for API and the broader BIPOC communities.

Legacy b usinesses are also supported by amended ordinances by allowing the space
that they need to  operate. Legacy restaurants and small businesses have struggled
during the COVID -19 pandemic with the  waves of shutdowns and added pressure of
anti -Asian hate that h as seen fewer residents visit Asian ethnic enclaves. While the
amended ordinances do not alleviate many of the financial pressures that

small business owners are experiencing, it does provide legacy restaurants the space
that they would need,  should they | ike to move to another space in Chinatown.

CYC strongly supports the proposed ordinance to change small business zoning
controls in Chinatown  and North Beach, and on Polk Street in order to provide
support to allow important philanthropic and social service uses in
Chinatown, and to support any legacy restaurants and businesses.

Yours Sincerely,

e

Sarah Wan
Executive Director

Cc: Erica Major
Assistant Clerk, Board of Supervisors
Via Email erica.major@sfgov.org

Mabel Teng
Interim Executive Director, Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative
Via Email tengmabel@gmail.com

Allan Low
Perkins Coie LLP
Via Email alow@perkinscoie.com

www.cycsf.org

1038 Post Street 5009 Third Street 319 Sixth Avenue, Suite 201 cyc @cycsf.org
San Francisco, CA 94109 San Francisco, CA 94124 San Francisco, CA 94118
415.775.2636 415.550.1151 415.752.9675

415.775.1345 415.775.1345 415.752.9033
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NOTICE: Theinformation and any attachments contained in this message may be privileged, confidential, and/or protected from
disclosure or unauthorized use. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution or copying of this communication is prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify CYC
immediately by replying to this message and then deleting it. All emails sent to this address will be received by CY C (Community Y outh
Center) or one of its subsidiaries/affiliates and may be archived or reviewed. CY CSF.org accepts no liability for any loss or damage arising
from this email, any virus transmitted, or its attachments.
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Community Youth CENTETZ

September 20, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfgov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors

City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfgov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors

City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Go odlett Place San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston@sfgov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors

City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Letter in Support of Ordinance to Change Small Business Zoning Controls in
Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File 210600)

To the Chair and Members of the Land Use and Transportation Committee,

| am writing on behalf of the Community Youth Center of San
Francisco (CYC)to support the proposed ordinance to change small business zoning
controls in Chinatow n and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File No. 210600).

For over 50 years, CYC has bee n an expert in providing culturally competent services

to diverse youth throughout San Francisco. Originally founded to address the

problems of juvenile delinquency and gang violence in Chinatown, CYC has grown to
encompass behavioral health, education, in tervention, leadership development, street
outreach and workforce development in all our programs. We have a deep presence
throughout SF, including city  -wide programs and targeted initiatives in the Bayview,
Chinatown, Ingleside, Mission/Excelsior, Richmon d, Sunset, and Tenderloin: all
neighborhoods with multi -faceted cultures, histories, challenges, and opportunities.
CYCSEF is also the community host of the newly renovated Willie Woo Woo Wong
Clubhouse to offer much needed wraparound services to the youth and families as
well as seniors in Chinatown community.

www.cycsf.org

1038 Post Street 5009 Third Street 319 Sixth Avenue, Suite 201 cyc @cycsf.org
San Francisco, CA 94109 San Francisco, CA 94124 San Francisco, CA 94118
415.775.2636 415.550.1151 415.752.9675

415.775.1345 415.775.1345 415.752.9033
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There are multiple positive outcomes from this proposed ordinance for the Chinatown
community. Allowing social service or philanthropic facilities in Chinatown to exceed
the use size maximums  with Conditional Use Authorizations would allow for the

development of important community spaces for both APl and broader BIPOC
communities. On the horizon, six leading Chinatown cultural organizations (CCDC,
Angel Island Immigration Station Foundation, C hinese Cultural Center, Chinese

Historical Society of America, Center for Affirmative Action, and Center for Asian Ameri
can Media) have received $26.5 million in state funding for Edge on the Square, a
contemporary arts and media destination located at 800 Grant Avenue that will

house build a cultural entity and inclusion in a manner that opens hearts and changes
minds. Passing this ordinance is essential for the cultivation o f important cultural

spaces for API and the broader BIPOC communities.

Legacy b usinesses are also supported by amended ordinances by allowing the space
that they need to  operate. Legacy restaurants and small businesses have struggled
during the COVID -19 pandemic with the  waves of shutdowns and added pressure of
anti -Asian hate that h as seen fewer residents visit Asian ethnic enclaves. While the
amended ordinances do not alleviate many of the financial pressures that

small business owners are experiencing, it does provide legacy restaurants the space
that they would need,  should they | ike to move to another space in Chinatown.

CYC strongly supports the proposed ordinance to change small business zoning
controls in Chinatown  and North Beach, and on Polk Street in order to provide
support to allow important philanthropic and social service uses in
Chinatown, and to support any legacy restaurants and businesses.

Yours Sincerely,

e

Sarah Wan
Executive Director

Cc: Erica Major
Assistant Clerk, Board of Supervisors
Via Email erica.major@sfgov.org

Mabel Teng
Interim Executive Director, Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative
Via Email tengmabel@gmail.com

Allan Low
Perkins Coie LLP
Via Email alow@perkinscoie.com

www.cycsf.org

1038 Post Street 5009 Third Street 319 Sixth Avenue, Suite 201 cyc @cycsf.org
San Francisco, CA 94109 San Francisco, CA 94124 San Francisco, CA 94118
415.775.2636 415.550.1151 415.752.9675

415.775.1345 415.775.1345 415.752.9033
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September 16, 2021

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Proposed Amendment to Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown and
North Beach and on Polk Street

San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation Committee
Dear Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:

Self-Help for Elderly (SHE) is in support of the proposed amendments to Planning Code Section 121.4.

We are aware of the establishment of the Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative, which is a non-profit
corporation that seeks to develop “Edge on the Square,” at 800 Grant Avenue. Edge on the Square will be
an important creative platform and an inclusive voice of the Asian American community. Through the
power of artist expression, collaborations and exchange of ideas, our families and seniors will harness the
energy and excitement of artists, performers, activists, entrepreneurs, designers, technologists, scholars
and educators.

We strongly support the proposed amendments to the Planning Code. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Président and CEO

cc: Allan Low, Esq.
Perkins Coie, LLP

San Francisco . San Mateo . South Bay  Alameda
415.677.7500 - 650.342.0822 408.733.1883 1 510.336.0144
601 Jackson Street 50 East Fifth Avenue - 550 East Remington Drive 2400 MacArthur Boulevard

' San Francisco, CA 94133 San Mateo, CA 94401 Sunnyvale, CA 94087 Oakland, CA 94602
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September 15, 2021

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfgov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfgov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston@sfgov.org

Re: Proposed Amendment to Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown
and North Beach and on Polk Street
San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 20, 2021

Dear Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:

On behalf of the board and staff of the Angel Island Immigration Station Foundation (AIISF), I
am writing to express our enthusiastic support for the proposed amendments to Planning Code
Section 121.4.

AIISF is one of the founding organizations of Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative, which is
a non-profit corporation that seeks to develop “Edge on the Square,” at 800 Grant Avenue. Edge
on the Square will be an important a center for Asian American contemporary media and arts.
The center will be a collaborative platform for artists, performers, scholars, and educators and
will bring visitors to Chinatown resulting in increased economic activity in the community.

For the past 40 years, AIISF has worked to preserve the buildings at the former US Immigration
Station at Angel Island and to uplift stories of historic and current-day immigration. Especially
with the rise in anti-Asian racism and xenophobia that we have all witnessed in recent years, it is
crucial to have spaces like “Edge on the Square” that help to bring increased awareness to our



San Francisco Board of Supervisors
Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 15, 2021

communities’ histories, current challenges, and enduring contributions to San Francisco,
California, and the nation.

Thus, we strongly support the proposed amendments to the Planning Code.
With warm regards,

o’

I

Edward Tepporn
Executive Director
Angel Island Immigration Station Foundation

cc: Allan E. Low, Esq.
Perkins Coie, LLP
(via email alow(@perkinscoie.com)
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September 17, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfgov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfgov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston@sfgov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Letter in Support of Ordinance to Change Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown
and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File 210600)

To the Chair and Members of the Land Use and Transportation Committee,

I am writing on behalf of Brightline Defense Project (‘“Brightline”) to support the proposed ordinance to
change small business zoning controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File
No. 210600). Brightline is an environmental justice nonprofit working to empower communities and
build sustainable environments. Among other projects specific to SF Chinatown, our organization has
worked on air quality, food insecurity, parks and green space, SRO resident needs, language access, and
workforce development.



There are multiple positive outcomes from this proposed ordinance for the Chinatown community.
Allowing social service or philanthropic facilities in Chinatown to exceed the use size maximums with
Conditional Use Authorizations would allow for the development of important community spaces for both
API and broader BIPOC communities. On the horizon, six leading Chinatown cultural organizations
(CCDC, Angel Island Immigration Station Foundation, Chinese Cultural Center, Chinese Historical
Society of America, Center for Affirmative Action, and Center for Asian American Media) have received
$26.5 million in state funding for Edge on the Square, a contemporary arts and media destination located
at 800 Grant Avenue that will house build a cultural entity and inclusion in a manner that opens hearts and
changes minds. Passing this ordinance is essential for the cultivation of important cultural spaces for API
and the broader BIPOC communities.

Legacy businesses are also supported by amended ordinances by allowing the space that they need to
operate. Legacy restaurants and small businesses have struggled during the COVID-19 pandemic with
the waves of shutdowns and added pressure of anti-Asian hate that has seen fewer residents visit Asian
ethnic enclaves. While the amended ordinances do not alleviate many of the financial pressures that
small business owners are experiencing, it does provide legacy restaurants the space that they would
need, should they like to move to another space in Chinatown.

Brightline Defense strongly supports the proposed ordinance to change small business zoning controls
in Chinatown and North Beach, and on Polk Street in order to provide support to allow important
philanthropic and social service uses in Chinatown, and to support any legacy restaurants and
businesses.

Yours
Sincerely,

S

i
/

Eddie Ahn
Executive Director, Brightline Defense

Cc:
Erica Major
Assistant Clerk, Board of Supervisors

Via Email erica.major@sfgov.org

Mabel Teng
Interim Executive Director, Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative

Via Email tengmabel@gmail.com

Allan Low
Perkins Coie LLP

Via Email alow(@perkinscoie.com
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Proudly consists of: September 17, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfgov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfgov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston@sfgov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Proposed Amendments to Planning Code - Small Business

Zoning Controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk
Street

San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and
Transportation Committee
September 20, 2021

Dear Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:

This letter is in support of the proposed amendments to Planning Code
Section 121.4 that will preserve and revitalize Chinatown.

The API Council is a 57-member coalition of nonprofit organizations in
San Francisco that ensure that underserved Asian & Pacific Islanders’
needs are visibly engaged, addressed and represented in policies,
research and data collection, and equitable funding allocations to
advance overall healthy communities to enhance and shape San
Francisco’s continued vibrant evolution.


mailto:myrna.melgar@sfgov.org
mailto:aaron.peskin@sfgov.org
mailto:dean.preston@sfgov.org

Chinatown has been devastated by the resulting economic crisis from
COVID-19, the dramatic rise in Anti-Asian Hate, and now the eruption
of ADA lawsuits hitting our small businesses. We need to protect
Chinatown and do whatever we can to preserve our communities from
the encroachment of the Financial District. At the same time, we need
to revitalize Chinatown and make it once again a vibrant place for
residents, workers, and visitors. The amendments to the Planning Code
will help achieve both the preservation of our community and will give
our small businesses opportunities to survive.

It is also crucial to create new uses for our many commercial spaces in
Chinatown. The amendments to the Planning Code will bring
opportunities for social services and community organizations to utilize
vacant space bringing activity and vital pedestrian traffic to our
commercial corridors.

We support the proposed amendments to the Planning Code and urge
the San Francisco Board of Supervisors to approve the proposed
amendments.

Very Truly Yours,
API Council

cc: Allan E. Low, Esq.
Perkins Coie, LLP

(via email alow(@perkinscoie.com)


mailto:alow@perkinscoie.com

September 15, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar(@sfeov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfeov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston(@sfeov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Proposed Amendment to Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown
and North Beach and on Polk Street
San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 20, 2021

Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:

This letter is in support of the proposed amendments to the Planning Code Section 121.4 (the
“Amendments”). The Amendments are much needed to preserve and revitalize Chinatown.

The intent of Chinatown Visitor Retail, Chinatown Residential Neighborhood Commercial, and
Chinatown Community Business districts are to prevent the encroachment of the Financial
District into Chinatown and to preserve the small businesses and neighborhood community
services in Chinatown. The Amendments further the intent and purpose of those zoning districts
which will keep Chinatown retail and commercial spaces for small businesses and Chinatown
serving organizations. Those small businesses and organizations are vital to Chinatown. The
residents of Chinatown shop, eat, and rely on services from these small businesses and
organizations.

It is also crucial to revitalize the visits to and visitor experience in Chinatown. The Amendments
will allow for creative uses of space in Chinatown allowing for social service, philanthropic, and

153774363.1



San Francisco Board of Supervisors
Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 15, 2021

community organizations to utilize dormant and vacant space promoting pedestrian foot traffic
and activity along Chinatown commercial corridors.

Chinatown Community Development Center fully supports the Amendments and urge the San
Francisco Board of Supervisors Land Use and Transportation Committee to approve the
Amendments.

Very Truly Yours,

Chinatown Community Development Center

Malcolm Yeung

cc: Allan E. Low, Esq.
Perkins Coie, LLP
(via email alow@perkinscoie.com)

153774363.1



CHINATOWN MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION

667 Grant Avenue @ San Francisco € California 94108 € Tel: (415) 982-6306 € Fax: (415) 982-6306

September 16, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfeov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfeov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston@sfoov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall o

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Proposed Amendment to Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown
and North Beach and on Polk Street

San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 20, 2021 )

Dear Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:

The Chinatown Merchants Association fully supports the proposed Amendment to Planning
Code preserving Chinatown and encouraging creative uses to our commercial corridors in
Chinatown.

153774515.1
PRIDE IN OUR HERITAGE ¢ PRIDE IN OUR CITY € PRIDE IN OURSELVES



San Francisco Board of Supervisors
Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 16, 2021

It is heartbreaking to see the many vacant storefronts in Chinatown. COVID-19 has devastated
small businesses and these businesses drive the economic activity in Chinatown, provide
essential services to many of our residents, and provide opportunities to residents. Chinatown
has also been one of the main attractions to visitors to San Francisco and a contributor to the
City’s economy. We need a vibrant Chinatown and these amendments to the Planning Code
protects many of the small businesses and can be a start of the revitalization of Chinatown.

If the Chinatown community has any hope of preserving its community, we need to remember
that we must have zoning regulations that help allow for the growth of our community, not kill it
off. Asitis, the community has dozens of empty storefronts and offices that no one wants. To
keep controls will only serve to frustrate and destroy our community.

We support the proposed amendments to the Planning Code.

Very Truly Yours,

Betty Louie, A&Visor

Chinatown Merchants Association

v Allan E. Low, Esq.
Perkins Coie, LLP
(via email alow@perkinscoie.com)

153774515.1
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CENTER FOR ASIAN AMERICAN MEDIA

September 17, 2021
To the Chair and Members of the Land Use and Transportation Committee,

| am writing on behalf of the Center for Asian American Media, CAAM, which supports the proposed
ordinance to change small business zoning controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street
(Board File No. 210600).

Our mission at CAAM is to present stories that reflect the richness and diversity of the Asian American
community to the broadest audiences possible. There are multiple positive outcomes from this
proposed ordinance for the Chinatown community.

Allowing social service or philanthropic facilities in Chinatown to exceed the use size maximums with
Conditional Use Authorizations would allow for the development of important community spaces for
both API and broader BIPOC communities. On the horizon, six leading Chinatown cultural organizations
(CCDC, Angel Island Immigration Station Foundation, Chinese Cultural Center, Chinese Historical
Society of America, Center for Affirmative Action, and Center for Asian American Media) have received
$26.5 million in state funding for Edge on the Square, a contemporary arts and media destination
locatedat 800 Grant Avenue that will house build a cultural entity and inclusion in a manner that opens
hearts and changes minds. Passing this ordinance is essential for the cultivation of important cultural
spaces for APl and the broader BIPOC communities.

Legacy businesses are also supported by amended ordinances by allowing the space that they need to
operate. Legacy restaurants and small businesses have struggled during the COVID-19 pandemic with
thewaves of shutdowns and added pressure of anti-Asian hate that has seen fewer residents visit Asian
ethnicenclaves. While the amended ordinances do not alleviate many of the financial pressures that
small business owners are experiencing, it does provide legacy restaurants the space that they would
need, should they like to move to another space in Chinatown.

CAAM strongly supports the proposed ordinance to change small business zoning controls in
Chinatownand North Beach, and on Polk Street in order to provide support to allow important
philanthropic and social service uses in Chinatown, and to support any legacy restaurants and
businesses.

Yours Sincerely,

Sincerely,

Al Afons

Stephen Gong
Executive Director

STORIES TO LIGHT
A 145 NINTH STREET, SUITE 350, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94103-2641 T 415863 0814 F 4158637428 W WWW.CAAMEDIA.ORG



CAAM

CENTER FOR ASIAN AMERICAN MEDIA

Cc: Erica Major
Assistant Clerk, Board of Supervisors
Via Email erica.major@sfgov.org

Mabel Teng
Interim Executive Director, Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative
Via Email tengmabel@gmail.com

Allan Low
Perkins Coie LLP
Via Email alow@perkinscoie.com

STORIES TO LIGHT
A 145 NINTH STREET, SUITE 350, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94103-2641 T 415863 0814 F 4158637428 W WWW.CAAMEDIA.ORG
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From: Sarah Wan

To: Melgar. Myrna (BOS); Peskin, Aaron (BOS); Preston, Dean (BOS)

Cc: Mabel Teng Ngan; Low, Allan E. (Perkins Coie); Major, Erica (BOS)

Subject: Letter in Support of Ordinance to Change Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File
210600)

Date: Monday, September 20, 2021 12:30:43 PM

Attachments: CYC LOS - Change Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File 210600).pdf

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

To the Chair and Members of the Land Use and Transportation Committee,

| am writing on behalf of the Community Y outh Center of San Francisco (CY C) to support the proposed ordinance to
change small business zoning controlsin Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File No. 210600).

For over 50 years, CY C has been an expert in providing culturally competent services to diverse youth throughout San
Francisco. Originally founded to address the problems of juvenile delinquency and gang violence in Chinatown, CYC
has grown to encompass behavioral health, education, intervention, leadership development, street outreach and
workforce development in all our programs. We have a deep presence throughout SF, including city-wide programs and
targeted initiatives in the Bayview, Chinatown, Ingleside, Mission/Excelsior, Richmond, Sunset, and Tenderloin: al
neighborhoods with multi-faceted cultures, histories, challenges, and opportunities. CY CSF is aso the community host
of the newly renovated Willie Woo Woo Wong Clubhouse to offer much needed wraparound services to the youth and
families aswell as seniorsin Chinatown community.

There are multiple positive outcomes from this proposed ordinance for the Chinatown community. Allowing social
service or philanthropic facilitiesin Chinatown to exceed the use size maximums with Conditional Use Authorizations
would alow for the development of important community spaces for both APl and broader BIPOC communities. On the
horizon, six leading Chinatown cultural organizations (CCDC, Angel 1sland Immigration Station Foundation, Chinese
Cultural Center, Chinese

Historical Society of America, Center for Affirmative Action, and Center for Asian American Media) have received $26.5
million in state funding for Edge on the Square, a contemporary arts and media destination located at 800 Grant Avenue
that will house build a cultural entity and inclusion in a manner that opens hearts and changes minds. Passing this
ordinance is essential for the cultivation of important cultural spacesfor API and the broader BIPOC communities.

Legacy businesses are al so supported by amended ordinances by allowing the space that they need to operate. Legacy
restaurants and small businesses have struggled during the COVID-19 pandemic with the waves of shutdowns and added
pressure of anti-Asian hate that has seen fewer residents visit Asian ethnic enclaves. While the amended ordinances do
not alleviate many of the financial pressuresthat small business owners are experiencing, it does provide legacy
restaurants the space that they would need, should they like to move to another space in Chinatown.

CY C strongly supports the proposed ordinance to change small business zoning controlsin Chinatown and North Beach,
and on Polk Street in order to provide support to allow important philanthropic and socia service usesin
Chinatown, and to support any legacy restaurants and businesses.

Best regards,

Sarah Ching-Ting Wan
Executive Director

sarahw@cycsf.org

Community Youth Center of San Francisco (CYC)
Main Office & CYC-Intel Computer Clubhouse
1038 Post Street

San Francisco, California 94109

Tel.: 415.775.2636 x 218

Fax: 415.775.1345

www.cycsf.org

Youth are the center of our community.
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Community Youth CENTETZ

September 20, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfgov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors

City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfgov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors

City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Go odlett Place San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston@sfgov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors

City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Letter in Support of Ordinance to Change Small Business Zoning Controls in
Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File 210600)

To the Chair and Members of the Land Use and Transportation Committee,

| am writing on behalf of the Community Youth Center of San
Francisco (CYC)to support the proposed ordinance to change small business zoning
controls in Chinatow n and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File No. 210600).

For over 50 years, CYC has bee n an expert in providing culturally competent services

to diverse youth throughout San Francisco. Originally founded to address the

problems of juvenile delinquency and gang violence in Chinatown, CYC has grown to
encompass behavioral health, education, in tervention, leadership development, street
outreach and workforce development in all our programs. We have a deep presence
throughout SF, including city  -wide programs and targeted initiatives in the Bayview,
Chinatown, Ingleside, Mission/Excelsior, Richmon d, Sunset, and Tenderloin: all
neighborhoods with multi -faceted cultures, histories, challenges, and opportunities.
CYCSEF is also the community host of the newly renovated Willie Woo Woo Wong
Clubhouse to offer much needed wraparound services to the youth and families as
well as seniors in Chinatown community.

www.cycsf.org

1038 Post Street 5009 Third Street 319 Sixth Avenue, Suite 201 cyc @cycsf.org
San Francisco, CA 94109 San Francisco, CA 94124 San Francisco, CA 94118
415.775.2636 415.550.1151 415.752.9675

415.775.1345 415.775.1345 415.752.9033
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Community Youth CENTET-

There are multiple positive outcomes from this proposed ordinance for the Chinatown
community. Allowing social service or philanthropic facilities in Chinatown to exceed
the use size maximums  with Conditional Use Authorizations would allow for the

development of important community spaces for both APl and broader BIPOC
communities. On the horizon, six leading Chinatown cultural organizations (CCDC,
Angel Island Immigration Station Foundation, C hinese Cultural Center, Chinese

Historical Society of America, Center for Affirmative Action, and Center for Asian Ameri
can Media) have received $26.5 million in state funding for Edge on the Square, a
contemporary arts and media destination located at 800 Grant Avenue that will

house build a cultural entity and inclusion in a manner that opens hearts and changes
minds. Passing this ordinance is essential for the cultivation o f important cultural

spaces for API and the broader BIPOC communities.

Legacy b usinesses are also supported by amended ordinances by allowing the space
that they need to  operate. Legacy restaurants and small businesses have struggled
during the COVID -19 pandemic with the  waves of shutdowns and added pressure of
anti -Asian hate that h as seen fewer residents visit Asian ethnic enclaves. While the
amended ordinances do not alleviate many of the financial pressures that

small business owners are experiencing, it does provide legacy restaurants the space
that they would need,  should they | ike to move to another space in Chinatown.

CYC strongly supports the proposed ordinance to change small business zoning
controls in Chinatown  and North Beach, and on Polk Street in order to provide
support to allow important philanthropic and social service uses in
Chinatown, and to support any legacy restaurants and businesses.

Yours Sincerely,

e

Sarah Wan
Executive Director

Cc: Erica Major
Assistant Clerk, Board of Supervisors
Via Email erica.major@sfgov.org

Mabel Teng
Interim Executive Director, Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative
Via Email tengmabel@gmail.com

Allan Low
Perkins Coie LLP
Via Email alow@perkinscoie.com

www.cycsf.org

1038 Post Street 5009 Third Street 319 Sixth Avenue, Suite 201 cyc @cycsf.org
San Francisco, CA 94109 San Francisco, CA 94124 San Francisco, CA 94118
415.775.2636 415.550.1151 415.752.9675

415.775.1345 415.775.1345 415.752.9033
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NOTICE: Theinformation and any attachments contained in this message may be privileged, confidential, and/or protected from
disclosure or unauthorized use. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution or copying of this communication is prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify CYC
immediately by replying to this message and then deleting it. All emails sent to this address will be received by CY C (Community Y outh
Center) or one of its subsidiaries/affiliates and may be archived or reviewed. CY CSF.org accepts no liability for any loss or damage arising
from this email, any virus transmitted, or its attachments.



September 16, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfgov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfgov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston@sfgov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

RE: Proposed Amendment to Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in
Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street
San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 20, 2021 | File # 210600

Dear Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:

Chinese for Affirmative Action (CAA) is in support of the proposed amendments to Planning
Code Section 121.4.

CAA is one of the founding organizations of Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative, which is
a non-profit corporation that seeks to develop “Edge on the Square,” at 800 Grant Avenue.
Edge on the Square will be an important center for Asian American contemporary media and
arts. The center will be a collaborative platform for artists, performers, scholars, and


mailto:myrna.melgar@sfgov.org
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mailto:dean.preston@sfgov.org

educators and will bring visitors to Chinatown resulting in increased economic activity in the
community.

We strongly support the proposed amendments to the Planning Code..

Truly,

Vincent Pan
Co-Executive Director
Chinese for Affirmative Action

cc: Allan E. Low, Esq.
Perkins Coie, LLP
(via email alow@perkinscoie.com)

17 WALTER U. LUM PLACE - SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94108
T 415.274.6750 - F 415.8397.8770 - INFO@CAASF.ORG - WWW.CAASF.ORG
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CHINESE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

730 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108
(415) 982-3000
Fax: (415) 982-4720

(CHAMBER OF

September 16, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar(@sfeov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfeov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston(@sfeov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

Re:  Proposed Amendment to Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown
and North Beach and on Polk Street
San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 20, 2021

Dear Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:

This letter is in support of the proposed amendments to the Planning Code preserving small
businesses in and revitalizing Chinatown.

The Chinese Chamber of Commerce supports economic activity and business development in
Chinatown. Many of our members are small businesses that are the lifeblood of Chinatown.
Small businesses drive the economic activity in Chinatown and keep Chinatown an opportunity
for many residents. An overwhelming number of small businesses are suffering irreparable
economic harm caused by the COVID-19. These amendments to the Planning Code will protect
Chinatown small businesses and help bring workers, pedestrians and visitors to Chinatown to
eat, shop, and plan in Chinatown.

153774381.1



San Francisco Board of Supervisors
Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 16, 2021

We strongly support the proposed amendments to the Planning Code.

Very Truly Yours.

Chinese Chamber of Commerce

Eddie Au, President

g Allan E. Low, Esq.
Perkins Coie. LLP
(via email alow(@perkinscoie.com)

153774381.1



united states

of asian america

September 15, 2021

Public Comment
To Supervisors and Members of the Committee,

Asian Pacific Islander Cultural Center (APICC) supports the proposed ordinance to change small business
zoning controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File No. 210600).

APICC is a city recognized Cultural Center and has been advocating for equity for Asian Americans for
decades. This proposed change will allow for a permanent home for artists, cultural bearers and
community activists in Chinatown as members in the Chinatown community have been able to garner the
support of state funding for a new building. This is an historic moment for Chinatown and we hope we have
your support to see it happen.

APICC strongly supports the proposed ordinance to change small business zoning controls in Chinatown
and North Beach, and on Polk Street in order to provide support to allow important philanthropic and social
service uses in Chinatown, and to support any legacy restaurants and businesses.

Sincerely,

Ve L \\_)Q/)"
Vinay Patel Yukiya Jerry Waki
Executive Director President of the Board of Directors

Asian Pacific Islander Cultural Center
934 Brannan Street, San Francisco, CA 94103
415-829-9467 info@apiculturalcenter.org www.apiculturalcenter.org



CHINATOWN MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION

667 Grant Avenue @ San Francisco € California 94108 € Tel: (415) 982-6306 € Fax: (415) 982-6306

September 16, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfeov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfeov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston@sfoov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall o

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Proposed Amendment to Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown
and North Beach and on Polk Street

San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 20, 2021 )

Dear Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:

The Chinatown Merchants Association fully supports the proposed Amendment to Planning
Code preserving Chinatown and encouraging creative uses to our commercial corridors in
Chinatown.

153774515.1
PRIDE IN OUR HERITAGE ¢ PRIDE IN OUR CITY € PRIDE IN OURSELVES



San Francisco Board of Supervisors
Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 16, 2021

It is heartbreaking to see the many vacant storefronts in Chinatown. COVID-19 has devastated
small businesses and these businesses drive the economic activity in Chinatown, provide
essential services to many of our residents, and provide opportunities to residents. Chinatown
has also been one of the main attractions to visitors to San Francisco and a contributor to the
City’s economy. We need a vibrant Chinatown and these amendments to the Planning Code
protects many of the small businesses and can be a start of the revitalization of Chinatown.

If the Chinatown community has any hope of preserving its community, we need to remember
that we must have zoning regulations that help allow for the growth of our community, not kill it
off. Asitis, the community has dozens of empty storefronts and offices that no one wants. To
keep controls will only serve to frustrate and destroy our community.

We support the proposed amendments to the Planning Code.

Very Truly Yours,

Betty Louie, A&Visor

Chinatown Merchants Association

v Allan E. Low, Esq.
Perkins Coie, LLP
(via email alow@perkinscoie.com)

153774515.1



Chinatown Recovery
& Re-Imagination

CHINATOWN MEDIA & ARTS COLLABORATIVE

September 16, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfeov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfeov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston@sfeov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Proposed Amendment to Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown
and North Beach and on Polk Street
San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 20, 2021

Dear Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:

This letter is in support of the proposed amendments to Planning Code Section 121.4 preserving
and revitalizing Chinatown small businesses.

Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative is a non-profit corporation that seeks to develop “Edge
on the Square,” at 800 Grant Avenue, a center for Asian American contemporary media and arts
and will leverage the power of art and culture for social and economic recovery. Edge on the

153774496.1
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Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 16, 2021

Square will be a venue for artists, performers, activists, entrepreneurs, designers, technologists,
scholars, and educators.

It will attract over 250,000 visitors and generate over $10,000,000 in revenues for local
restaurants and businesses. The collaborative platform will celebrate and explore creative
expressions at the intersection of community, art and media. Edge on the Square will: a) execute
a local initiative with a national scope to present the stories and voices of the neighborhood and
of immigrants in order to shape a more inclusive and just America; and b) protect neighborhood
assets by providing appropriate development, help maintain Chinatown’s vital role as a livable
affordable community and contribute to its economic development.

The proposed amendments to the Planning Code will allow for the development of Edge on the
Square as a cultural institution over 5,000 square feet in the Chinatown Visitor Retail District.
This will be an important cultural institution for Chinatown and help in the revitalization and
rebirth of Chinatown.

We strongly support the proposed amendments to the Planning Code.

Very Truly Yours,
Tabt S. Gl}/

Mabel S. Teng
Interim Executive Director
Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative

cc: Allan E. Low, Esq.
Perkins Coie, LLP

(via email alow(@perkinscoie.com)

153774496.1
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CHINESE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

730 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108
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Fax: (415) 982-4720
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September 16, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar(@sfeov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfeov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston(@sfeov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

Re:  Proposed Amendment to Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown
and North Beach and on Polk Street
San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 20, 2021

Dear Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:

This letter is in support of the proposed amendments to the Planning Code preserving small
businesses in and revitalizing Chinatown.

The Chinese Chamber of Commerce supports economic activity and business development in
Chinatown. Many of our members are small businesses that are the lifeblood of Chinatown.
Small businesses drive the economic activity in Chinatown and keep Chinatown an opportunity
for many residents. An overwhelming number of small businesses are suffering irreparable
economic harm caused by the COVID-19. These amendments to the Planning Code will protect
Chinatown small businesses and help bring workers, pedestrians and visitors to Chinatown to
eat, shop, and plan in Chinatown.

153774381.1
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We strongly support the proposed amendments to the Planning Code.

Very Truly Yours.

Chinese Chamber of Commerce

Eddie Au, President

g Allan E. Low, Esq.
Perkins Coie. LLP
(via email alow(@perkinscoie.com)

153774381.1
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September 16, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfeov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfeov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston@sfeov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Proposed Amendment to Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown
and North Beach and on Polk Street
San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 20, 2021

Dear Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:

Chinese Culture Center and Foundation of San Francisco(CCC) is in support of the proposed
amendments to Planning Code Section 121.4.

CCC is one of the founding organizations of Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative, which is
a non-profit corporation that seeks to develop “Edge on the Square,” at 800 Grant Avenue. Edge
on the Square will be an important center for Asian American contemporary media and arts. The
center will be a collaborative platform for artists, performers, scholars, and educators and will
bring visitors to Chinatown resulting in increased economic activity in the community.

153774504.1
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We strongly support the proposed amendments to the Planning Code.

Very Truly Yours,

Jenny Leung
Executive Director
Chinese Culture Center

cc: Allan E. Low, Esq.
Perkins Coie, LLP
(via email alow(@perkinscoie.com)

153774504.1
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Douglas S. Chan

September 17, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfeov.org

President Supervisor Myrna Melgar
San Francisco Board of Supervisors
Jeffrey Tsai City Hall

Secretary

Andy Bryant

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Treasurer Via Email aaron.peskin@sfgov.org
Jane Chin Supervisor Aaron Peskin

Matthew Huey San Francisco Board of Supervisors
Elsie Lam City Hall

Alvin Lau 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
Walter Lim San Francisco, CA 94102

Gorretti Lui . '

Lydia So Via Email dean.preston@sfgov.org

Johnny Wan
Y ° Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Jonathan H.X Lee
H&P Editor

Connie Young Yu

Emeritus Re: Letter in Support of Ordinance to Change Small Business Zoning Controls in

Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File 210600)
To the Chair and Members of the Land Use and Transportation Committee,

I am writing on behalf of Chinatown Community Development Center (CCDC),

which supports the proposed ordinance to change small business zoning
controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File No. 210600).
CCDC is a place-based community development organization serving primarily the
Chinatown neighborhood, in addition to North Beach and the Tenderloin. We serve many
roles: neighborhood advocates, organizer and planners, and crucially, developers and
managers of affordable housing.

With relation to the Chinatown adjustments, this ordinance will adjust a previous ordinance
amending the Planning Code to prohibit retail workspace in Chinatown Mixed-Use Districts.
In 2020, CCDC worked with Supervisor Peskin’s Office to limit the encroachment of office
workspaces in Chinatown, which could drive up rents and make it difficult for legacy
merchants to compete. CCDC was supportive of the previous ordinance, and we believe that
his new proposed ordinance will build upon it by providing greater flexibility for

Museum & Learning Center e 965 Clay Street ¢ San Francisco, CA 94108 ¢ (415) 391-1188 e www.chsa.org
CHSA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit operating under Federal Tax ID #94-6122446
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community-serving uses and because it supports legacy businesses, in addition to supporting
use size restrictions that continues to protect Chinatown.

There are multiple positive outcomes for the Chinatown community.

Allowing social service or philanthropic facilities in Chinatown to exceed the use size
maximums with Conditional Use Authorizations would allow for the development of
important community spaces for both API and broader BIPOC communities. On the horizon,
six leading Chinatown cultural organizations (CCDC, Angel Island Immigration Station
Foundation, Chinese Cultural Center, Chinese Historical Society of America, Center for
Affirmative Action, and Center for Asian American Media) have received $26.5 million in
state funding for Edge on the Square, a contemporary arts and media destination located at
800 Grant Avenue that will house build a cultural entity and inclusion in a manner that opens
hearts and changes minds. Passing this ordinance is essential for the cultivation of important
cultural spaces for API and the broader BIPOC communities.

Legacy businesses are also supported by amended ordinances by allowing the space that they
need to operate. Legacy restaurants and small businesses have struggled during the COVID-
19 pandemic with the waves of shutdowns and added pressure of anti-Asian hate that has
seen fewer residents visit Asian ethnic enclaves. While the amended ordinances do not
alleviate many of the financial pressures that small business owners are experiencing, it does
provide legacy restaurants the space that they would need, should they like to move to
another space in Chinatown.

CCDC strongly supports the proposed ordinance to change small business zoning controls in
Chinatown and North Beach, and on Polk Street in order to provide support to allow
important philanthropic and social service uses in Chinatown, and to support any legacy
restaurants and businesses.

Yours Sincerely,

Justin Hoover

|
i ]
TNA—A—

VIMPAS

Executive Director
Chinese Historical Society of America

Museum & Learning Center e 965 Clay Street ¢ San Francisco, CA 94108 ¢ (415) 391-1188 e www.chsa.org
CHSA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit operating under Federal Tax ID #94-6122446



September 16, 2021

RE: This letter is in support of the proposed amendments to Planning Code Section 121.4
preserving and revitalizing Chinatown, North Beach and Polk Street small businesses.

San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation Committee
Meeting on September 20, 2021

Dear Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:

This letter is in support of the proposed amendments to Planning Code Section 121.4
preserving and revitalizing Chinatown small businesses.

As a long-time resident in Chinatown, Executive Director of Chinese Newcomers, Community
Youth Center, and HomeownershipSF, and now owner of a small business in Chinatown, Sam
Wo, | have been working with nonprofits and businesses to improve business conditions in
Chinatown.

The Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative is a non-profit corporation that seeks to develop
“Edge on the Square,” at 800 Grant Avenue, a center for Asian American contemporary media
and arts and will leverage the power of art and culture for social and economic recovery. Edge
on the Square will be a venue for artists, performers, activists, entrepreneurs, designers,
technologists, scholars, and educators. It will attract over 250,000 visitors and generate over
$10,000,000 in revenues for local restaurants and businesses.

The proposed amendments to the Planning Code will allow for the development of Edge on the
Square as a cultural institution over 5,000 square feet in the Chinatown Visitor Retail District.
This will be an important cultural institution for Chinatown and help in the revitalization and
rebirth of Chinatown.

We strongly support the proposed amendments to the Planning Code.

Very Truly Yours,

Carlos Serrano-Quan, Member of the Chinatown Community for 47 years

cc: Allan E. Low, Esq.
Perkins Coie, LLP (via email alow@perkinscoie.com)

Cc: Mabel Teng, CMAC, via email
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September 20, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfgov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors

City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfgov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors

City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Go odlett Place San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston@sfgov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors

City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Letter in Support of Ordinance to Change Small Business Zoning Controls in
Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File 210600)

To the Chair and Members of the Land Use and Transportation Committee,

| am writing on behalf of the Community Youth Center of San
Francisco (CYC)to support the proposed ordinance to change small business zoning
controls in Chinatow n and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File No. 210600).

For over 50 years, CYC has bee n an expert in providing culturally competent services

to diverse youth throughout San Francisco. Originally founded to address the

problems of juvenile delinquency and gang violence in Chinatown, CYC has grown to
encompass behavioral health, education, in tervention, leadership development, street
outreach and workforce development in all our programs. We have a deep presence
throughout SF, including city  -wide programs and targeted initiatives in the Bayview,
Chinatown, Ingleside, Mission/Excelsior, Richmon d, Sunset, and Tenderloin: all
neighborhoods with multi -faceted cultures, histories, challenges, and opportunities.
CYCSEF is also the community host of the newly renovated Willie Woo Woo Wong
Clubhouse to offer much needed wraparound services to the youth and families as
well as seniors in Chinatown community.

www.cycsf.org

1038 Post Street 5009 Third Street 319 Sixth Avenue, Suite 201 cyc @cycsf.org
San Francisco, CA 94109 San Francisco, CA 94124 San Francisco, CA 94118
415.775.2636 415.550.1151 415.752.9675

415.775.1345 415.775.1345 415.752.9033
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There are multiple positive outcomes from this proposed ordinance for the Chinatown
community. Allowing social service or philanthropic facilities in Chinatown to exceed
the use size maximums  with Conditional Use Authorizations would allow for the

development of important community spaces for both APl and broader BIPOC
communities. On the horizon, six leading Chinatown cultural organizations (CCDC,
Angel Island Immigration Station Foundation, C hinese Cultural Center, Chinese

Historical Society of America, Center for Affirmative Action, and Center for Asian Ameri
can Media) have received $26.5 million in state funding for Edge on the Square, a
contemporary arts and media destination located at 800 Grant Avenue that will

house build a cultural entity and inclusion in a manner that opens hearts and changes
minds. Passing this ordinance is essential for the cultivation o f important cultural

spaces for API and the broader BIPOC communities.

Legacy b usinesses are also supported by amended ordinances by allowing the space
that they need to  operate. Legacy restaurants and small businesses have struggled
during the COVID -19 pandemic with the  waves of shutdowns and added pressure of
anti -Asian hate that h as seen fewer residents visit Asian ethnic enclaves. While the
amended ordinances do not alleviate many of the financial pressures that

small business owners are experiencing, it does provide legacy restaurants the space
that they would need,  should they | ike to move to another space in Chinatown.

CYC strongly supports the proposed ordinance to change small business zoning
controls in Chinatown  and North Beach, and on Polk Street in order to provide
support to allow important philanthropic and social service uses in
Chinatown, and to support any legacy restaurants and businesses.

Yours Sincerely,

e

Sarah Wan
Executive Director

Cc: Erica Major
Assistant Clerk, Board of Supervisors
Via Email erica.major@sfgov.org

Mabel Teng
Interim Executive Director, Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative
Via Email tengmabel@gmail.com

Allan Low
Perkins Coie LLP
Via Email alow@perkinscoie.com

www.cycsf.org

1038 Post Street 5009 Third Street 319 Sixth Avenue, Suite 201 cyc @cycsf.org
San Francisco, CA 94109 San Francisco, CA 94124 San Francisco, CA 94118
415.775.2636 415.550.1151 415.752.9675

415.775.1345 415.775.1345 415.752.9033
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From: Peskin. Aaron (BOS)

To: Major, Erica (BOS)

Subject: Fwd: Support Letter Amendments to Chinatown Zoning

Date: Monday, September 20, 2021 1:59:01 PM

Attachments: Rose Pak Democratic Club - Support Letter Amendment to Planning Code.DOCX

Please include in file

From: Kitty Fong <kitty@rosepakdemclub.org>

Sent: Monday, September 20, 2021 12:45:22 PM

To: Peskin, Aaron (BOS) <aaron.peskin@sfgov.org>

Subject: Fwd: Support Letter Amendments to Chinatown Zoning

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments
from untrusted sources.

Sorry Supe Peskin, resending cause the email didn't go through last week.

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Kitty Fong <kitty@rosepakdemclub.org>

Date: Fri, Sep 17, 2021 at 6:02 PM

Subject: Support Letter Amendments to Chinatown Zoning

To: <myrna.melgar@sfgov.org>, <aron.peskin@sfgov.org>, <dean.preston@sfgov.org>
Cc: Low, Allan E. (Perkins Coie) <ALow@perkinscoie.com>, Jeremy L

<jeremy@rosepakdemclub.org>

Dear Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston,

The Rose Pak Democratic Club would like to express our support for the proposed
amendments to Planning Code Section 121.4 that will preserve and revitalize Chinatown.
We'd appreciate the Landuse Committee sending it to the full board with a positive
recommendation.

Respectfully,

Kitty Fong

President

Rose Pak Democratic Club
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mailto:kitty@rosepakdemclub.org
mailto:myrna.melgar@sfgov.org
mailto:aron.peskin@sfgov.org
mailto:dean.preston@sfgov.org
mailto:ALow@perkinscoie.com
mailto:jeremy@rosepakdemclub.org

[bookmark: _Hlk77256455]San Francisco Board of Supervisors

Land Use and Transportation Committee

September 16, 2021



[image: Logo

Description automatically generated]

September 16, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfgov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors

City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfgov.org

[bookmark: _Hlk77255777]Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors

City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston@sfgov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors

City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

Re:	Proposed Amendments to Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street

	San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation Committee

	September 20, 2021

	



Dear Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:



[bookmark: _Hlk77256035]This letter is in support of the proposed amendments to Planning Code Section 121.4 that will preserve and revitalize Chinatown.  

We need to protect Chinatown from the encroachment of the Financial District.  The amendments to the Planning Code will ensure that neighborhood small businesses will have opportunities in Chinatown.  Those small businesses provide essential employment, food, and services to our Chinatown residents.  

It is also crucial to create new uses for our many commercial spaces in Chinatown.  The amendments to the Planning Code will bring opportunities for social services and community organizations to utilize vacant space bringing activity and vital pedestrian traffic to our commercial corridors.





We support the proposed amendments to the Planning Code and urge the San Francisco Board of Supervisors to approve the proposed amendments.

Very Truly Yours,

Rose Pak Democratic Club





cc:	Allan E. Low, Esq.

	Perkins Coie, LLP

	(via email alow@perkinscoie.com)
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September 16, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfgov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfgov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston@sfgov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Proposed Amendments to Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown

and North Beach and on Polk Street

San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation Committee

September 20, 2021

Dear Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:

This letter is in support of the proposed amendments to Planning Code Section 121.4 that will

preserve and revitalize Chinatown.

We need to protect Chinatown from the encroachment of the Financial District. The
amendments to the Planning Code will ensure that neighborhood small businesses will have
opportunities in Chinatown. Those small businesses provide essential employment, food, and

services to our Chinatown residents.

153774384.1
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It is also crucial to create new uses for our many commercial spaces in Chinatown. The
amendments to the Planning Code will bring opportunities for social services and community
organizations to utilize vacant space bringing activity and vital pedestrian traffic to our
commercial corridors.

We support the proposed amendments to the Planning Code and urge the San Francisco Board of
Supervisors to approve the proposed amendments.

Very Truly Yours,

Rose Pak Democratic Club

cc: Allan E. Low, Esq.
Perkins Coie, LLP
(via email alow@perkinscoie.com)

153774384.1
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Angel Island

September 15, 2021

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfgov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfgov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston@sfgov.org

Re: Proposed Amendment to Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown
and North Beach and on Polk Street
San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 20, 2021

Dear Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:

On behalf of the board and staff of the Angel Island Immigration Station Foundation (AIISF), I
am writing to express our enthusiastic support for the proposed amendments to Planning Code
Section 121.4.

AIISF is one of the founding organizations of Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative, which is
a non-profit corporation that seeks to develop “Edge on the Square,” at 800 Grant Avenue. Edge
on the Square will be an important a center for Asian American contemporary media and arts.
The center will be a collaborative platform for artists, performers, scholars, and educators and
will bring visitors to Chinatown resulting in increased economic activity in the community.

For the past 40 years, AIISF has worked to preserve the buildings at the former US Immigration
Station at Angel Island and to uplift stories of historic and current-day immigration. Especially
with the rise in anti-Asian racism and xenophobia that we have all witnessed in recent years, it is
crucial to have spaces like “Edge on the Square” that help to bring increased awareness to our
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San Francisco Board of Supervisors
Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 15, 2021

communities’ histories, current challenges, and enduring contributions to San Francisco,
California, and the nation.

Thus, we strongly support the proposed amendments to the Planning Code.
With warm regards,

o’

I

Edward Tepporn
Executive Director
Angel Island Immigration Station Foundation

cc: Allan E. Low, Esq.
Perkins Coie, LLP
(via email alow(@perkinscoie.com)
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September 15, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar(@sfeov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfeov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston(@sfeov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Proposed Amendment to Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown
and North Beach and on Polk Street
San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 20, 2021

Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:

This letter is in support of the proposed amendments to the Planning Code Section 121.4 (the
“Amendments”). The Amendments are much needed to preserve and revitalize Chinatown.

The intent of Chinatown Visitor Retail, Chinatown Residential Neighborhood Commercial, and
Chinatown Community Business districts are to prevent the encroachment of the Financial
District into Chinatown and to preserve the small businesses and neighborhood community
services in Chinatown. The Amendments further the intent and purpose of those zoning districts
which will keep Chinatown retail and commercial spaces for small businesses and Chinatown
serving organizations. Those small businesses and organizations are vital to Chinatown. The
residents of Chinatown shop, eat, and rely on services from these small businesses and
organizations.

It is also crucial to revitalize the visits to and visitor experience in Chinatown. The Amendments
will allow for creative uses of space in Chinatown allowing for social service, philanthropic, and

153774363.1



San Francisco Board of Supervisors
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September 15, 2021

community organizations to utilize dormant and vacant space promoting pedestrian foot traffic
and activity along Chinatown commercial corridors.

Chinatown Community Development Center fully supports the Amendments and urge the San
Francisco Board of Supervisors Land Use and Transportation Committee to approve the
Amendments.

Very Truly Yours,

Chinatown Community Development Center

Malcolm Yeung

cc: Allan E. Low, Esq.
Perkins Coie, LLP
(via email alow@perkinscoie.com)

153774363.1
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RE: This letter is in support of the proposed amendments to Planning Code Section 121.4
preserving and revitalizing Chinatown, North Beach and Polk Street small businesses.

San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation Committee
Meeting on September 20, 2021

Dear Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:

This letter is in support of the proposed amendments to Planning Code Section 121.4
preserving and revitalizing Chinatown small businesses.

As a long-time resident in Chinatown, Executive Director of Chinese Newcomers, Community
Youth Center, and HomeownershipSF, and now owner of a small business in Chinatown, Sam
Wo, | have been working with nonprofits and businesses to improve business conditions in
Chinatown.

The Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative is a non-profit corporation that seeks to develop
“Edge on the Square,” at 800 Grant Avenue, a center for Asian American contemporary media
and arts and will leverage the power of art and culture for social and economic recovery. Edge
on the Square will be a venue for artists, performers, activists, entrepreneurs, designers,
technologists, scholars, and educators. It will attract over 250,000 visitors and generate over
$10,000,000 in revenues for local restaurants and businesses.

The proposed amendments to the Planning Code will allow for the development of Edge on the
Square as a cultural institution over 5,000 square feet in the Chinatown Visitor Retail District.
This will be an important cultural institution for Chinatown and help in the revitalization and
rebirth of Chinatown.

We strongly support the proposed amendments to the Planning Code.

Very Truly Yours,

Carlos Serrano-Quan, Member of the Chinatown Community for 47 years

cc: Allan E. Low, Esq.
Perkins Coie, LLP (via email alow@perkinscoie.com)

Cc: Mabel Teng, CMAC, via email
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September 16, 2021

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Proposed Amendment to Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown and
North Beach and on Polk Street

San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation Committee
Dear Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:

Self-Help for Elderly (SHE) is in support of the proposed amendments to Planning Code Section 121.4.

We are aware of the establishment of the Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative, which is a non-profit
corporation that seeks to develop “Edge on the Square,” at 800 Grant Avenue. Edge on the Square will be
an important creative platform and an inclusive voice of the Asian American community. Through the
power of artist expression, collaborations and exchange of ideas, our families and seniors will harness the
energy and excitement of artists, performers, activists, entrepreneurs, designers, technologists, scholars
and educators.

We strongly support the proposed amendments to the Planning Code. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Président and CEO

cc: Allan Low, Esq.
Perkins Coie, LLP

San Francisco . San Mateo . South Bay  Alameda
415.677.7500 - 650.342.0822 408.733.1883 1 510.336.0144
601 Jackson Street 50 East Fifth Avenue - 550 East Remington Drive 2400 MacArthur Boulevard

' San Francisco, CA 94133 San Mateo, CA 94401 Sunnyvale, CA 94087 Oakland, CA 94602



Chinatown Recovery
& Re-Imagination

CHINATOWN MEDIA & ARTS COLLABORATIVE

September 16, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfeov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfeov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston@sfeov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Proposed Amendment to Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown
and North Beach and on Polk Street
San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 20, 2021

Dear Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:

This letter is in support of the proposed amendments to Planning Code Section 121.4 preserving
and revitalizing Chinatown small businesses.

Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative is a non-profit corporation that seeks to develop “Edge
on the Square,” at 800 Grant Avenue, a center for Asian American contemporary media and arts
and will leverage the power of art and culture for social and economic recovery. Edge on the

153774496.1
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San Francisco Board of Supervisors
Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 16, 2021

Square will be a venue for artists, performers, activists, entrepreneurs, designers, technologists,
scholars, and educators.

It will attract over 250,000 visitors and generate over $10,000,000 in revenues for local
restaurants and businesses. The collaborative platform will celebrate and explore creative
expressions at the intersection of community, art and media. Edge on the Square will: a) execute
a local initiative with a national scope to present the stories and voices of the neighborhood and
of immigrants in order to shape a more inclusive and just America; and b) protect neighborhood
assets by providing appropriate development, help maintain Chinatown’s vital role as a livable
affordable community and contribute to its economic development.

The proposed amendments to the Planning Code will allow for the development of Edge on the
Square as a cultural institution over 5,000 square feet in the Chinatown Visitor Retail District.
This will be an important cultural institution for Chinatown and help in the revitalization and
rebirth of Chinatown.

We strongly support the proposed amendments to the Planning Code.

Very Truly Yours,
Tabt S. Gl}/

Mabel S. Teng
Interim Executive Director
Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative

cc: Allan E. Low, Esq.
Perkins Coie, LLP

(via email alow(@perkinscoie.com)

153774496.1
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From: Amy Zhou

To: Major, Erica (BOS)

Cc: Hepner, Lee (BOS); Flores, Veronica (CPC

Subject: Fw: Proposed Amendment to Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown and North Beach and
on Polk Street San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation Committee- September 20, 2021

Date: Wednesday, September 15, 2021 3:31:41 PM

Attachments: Chinese Culture Center - Support Letter Amendment to Planning Code.docx.pdf

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Just FYI! Thanks!

Amy

From: Jenny Leung <jenny@cccsf.us>

Sent: Wednesday, September 15, 2021 12:42 PM

To: Melgar, Myrna (CPC) <myrna.melgar@sfgov.org>; Peskin, Aaron (BOS)
<aaron.peskin@sfgov.org>; dean.preston@sfgov.org <dean.preston@sfgov.org>

Cc: Allan E. Low <alow@perkinscoie.com>

Subject: Proposed Amendment to Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown and
North Beach and on Polk Street San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation
Committee- September 20, 2021

Dear Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:

Chinese Culture Center and Foundation of San Francisco(CCC) isin support of the proposed
amendments to Planning Code Section 121.4 on the agenda for the Land Use and
Transportation Committee meeting on September 20, 2021.

Please find attached our letter of support.

Very Truly Yours,

Jenny Leung
Executive Director
Chinese Culture Center

Jenny Leung 8k
shelher
Executive Director

Tel: 415-986-1822 ext. 023

Chinese Culture Center of San Francisco
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E s Chinese Culture Foundation of San Francisco

Dedicated to elevating underserved communities
and giving voice to equality through education and contemporary art.

September 16, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfgeov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfeov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston@sfeov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Proposed Amendment to Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown
and North Beach and on Polk Street
San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 20, 2021

Dear Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:

Chinese Culture Center and Foundation of San Francisco(CCC) is in support of the proposed
amendments to Planning Code Section 121.4.

CCC is one of the founding organizations of Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative, which is
a non-profit corporation that seeks to develop “Edge on the Square,” at 800 Grant Avenue. Edge
on the Square will be an important center for Asian American contemporary media and arts. The
center will be a collaborative platform for artists, performers, scholars, and educators and will
bring visitors to Chinatown resulting in increased economic activity in the community.

153774504.1
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San Francisco Board of Supervisors
Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 16, 2021

We strongly support the proposed amendments to the Planning Code.

Very Truly Yours,

Jenny Leung
Executive Director
Chinese Culture Center

cc: Allan E. Low, Esq.
Perkins Coie, LLP
(via email alow(@perkinscoie.com)

153774504.1
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richmond area muﬁ—services, inc. a not-for-profit organization

September 16, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfgov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfgov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston@sfgov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Letter in Support of Ordinance to Change Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown
and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File 210600)

To the Chair and Members of the Land Use and Transportation Committee,

I am writing on behalf of RAMS Inc., which supports the proposed ordinance to change
small business zoning controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File
No. 210600).

RAMS, Inc. (Richmond Area Multi-Services) is a private, non-profit mental health agency that
1s committed to advocating for and providing community-based, culturally competent, and
consumer-guided comprehensive services, with an emphasis on serving Asian & Pacific
Islander Americans. Founded in San Francisco’s Richmond District in 1974, RAMS offers
comprehensive services that aim to meet the behavioral health, social, vocational, and
educational needs of the diverse community of the San Francisco Area with special focus on
the Asian & Pacific Islander American and Russian-speaking populations.

There are multiple positive outcomes from this proposed ordinance for the Chinatown community.

Allowing social service or philanthropic facilities in Chinatown to exceed the use size maximums with

4355 Geary Avenue  san francisco, california 94118 (415) 800-0699

WWW.Fagmsinc.org
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richmond area muﬁ—services, inc. a not-for-profit organization

Conditional Use Authorizations would allow for the development of important community spaces for
both API and broader BIPOC communities. On the horizon, six leading Chinatown cultural organizations
(CCDC, Angel Island Immigration Station Foundation, Chinese Cultural Center, Chinese Historical
Society of America, Center for Affirmative Action, and Center for Asian American Media) have received
$26.5 million in state funding for Edge on the Square, a contemporary arts and media destination located
at 800 Grant Avenue that will house build a cultural entity and inclusion in a manner that opens hearts
and changes minds. Passing this ordinance is essential for the cultivation of important cultural spaces for
API and the broader BIPOC communities.

Legacy businesses are also supported by amended ordinances by allowing the space that they need to
operate. Legacy restaurants and small businesses have struggled during the COVID-19 pandemic with the
waves of shutdowns and added pressure of anti-Asian hate that has seen fewer residents visit Asian ethnic
enclaves. While the amended ordinances do not alleviate many of the financial pressures that small
business owners are experiencing, it does provide legacy restaurants the space that they would need,
should they like to move to another space in Chinatown.

RAMS, Inc. strongly supports the proposed ordinance to change small business zoning controls in
Chinatownand North Beach, and on Polk Street in order to provide support to allow important

philanthropic and social service uses in Chinatown, and to support any legacy restaurants and businesses.

Sincerely,

\

WUOLJ’\M@W 4,

Jayvon Muhammad
President and C.E.O., RAMS, Inc.

Ce: Erica Major
Assistant Clerk, Board of Supervisors
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Website FEacebook Instagram

|E| Uplift and Support AAPI artistsand artsasa strong voice for social justice. See CCC in action! |E|



https://avanan.url-protection.com/v1/url?o=https%3A//linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fwww.cccsf.us%252f%26amp%3Bc%3DE%2C1%2Clo_6jZoTLm91LtQ_GCvxJm_1gbm9hXOFzGRzH9dgTZjU5_IscDjjP1xOt-oQ1-iYqTUP-mNS0dXuzhslSXXQTBnaFyFB7qd-inY8gqJogn8%2C%26amp%3Btypo%3D1&g=YWYwOTM5NmM1NDgwYTI0OQ==&h=ZjA2NDIzNmViMjU2MzJkMTAxYmM0OTQzOTBlMmNiZWZhY2U0NTdkN2RmNjQxMmM1NWUyYTdmN2JhZWU5ZjRhNQ==&p=YXAzOnNmZHQyOmF2YW5hbjpvOjdjNTgyZjgzODc4MTllMmMxMDExMzRlNDgzZjhmOGI0OnYx
https://avanan.url-protection.com/v1/url?o=https%3A//www.facebook.com/CCCSanFrancisco/%3Ffref%3Dts&g=M2MwYTZmZTgzZTMwYWJiMQ==&h=NjJlNWVmMDM2ODlmZGFiODEyYTM3MzdmYjUyZGY5OGE0MjM4YjFmMDU2NjAyYzY0MmIyYzhkMDFiYTlkYjg1Yw==&p=YXAzOnNmZHQyOmF2YW5hbjpvOjdjNTgyZjgzODc4MTllMmMxMDExMzRlNDgzZjhmOGI0OnYx
https://avanan.url-protection.com/v1/url?o=https%3A//www.instagram.com/cccsanfrancisco/&g=NDlkY2EyNmJkYzJhOTUxNA==&h=ZGJhMzBhMGMyYmFlYmVhMTg1OGQxMDE0ZTc4ODAwZTkwMWM3YmI5ZGZiOWM2ZDAwYzViMjU1ZTkwZDIxMzVlMw==&p=YXAzOnNmZHQyOmF2YW5hbjpvOjdjNTgyZjgzODc4MTllMmMxMDExMzRlNDgzZjhmOGI0OnYx
https://avanan.url-protection.com/v1/url?o=https%3A//www.paypal.com/donate/%3Fcmd%3D_s-xclick%26amp%3Bhosted_button_id%3D7A42CX4XRCSTC%26amp%3Bsource%3Durl&g=YmNlNjU4OGI5OWYzYzgwNQ==&h=Njg1ZDM3MTkyODdkNzQ4ODNhYWMwMTRkNjQ2ZGZmYTRkZjgzZTIzYTRjYjAxZDI0ZTRhNDZlNzI4MTljOGZmNA==&p=YXAzOnNmZHQyOmF2YW5hbjpvOjdjNTgyZjgzODc4MTllMmMxMDExMzRlNDgzZjhmOGI0OnYx
https://avanan.url-protection.com/v1/url?o=https%3A//www.paypal.com/donate/%3Fcmd%3D_s-xclick%26amp%3Bhosted_button_id%3DJFR37HLBWV6Q6%26amp%3Bsource%3Durl&g=MzFjNzlmZmI4MTQxNDMzOA==&h=OWU4ODg4ZWE0MjBkNjBhYmYxZDA3ZTRlZGRmZTBjZTMxYjM5ZWJhYTg0Yjc3ZTgzMGZlZDQ3MTJmZmU4NzRiNQ==&p=YXAzOnNmZHQyOmF2YW5hbjpvOjdjNTgyZjgzODc4MTllMmMxMDExMzRlNDgzZjhmOGI0OnYx
https://avanan.url-protection.com/v1/url?o=https%3A//www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DbL__GAd2k9Y&g=NmRkMWE4ZDk0ZjljZjBlYg==&h=ZWI4ZWNhYzc3MjEzMGUyNzYxMWFhYzhiNzIzMGUzMzEzNzMyNWQ4MmY0MWVmZDhkOTZhOGJiZjQ1NTMyNDJlOQ==&p=YXAzOnNmZHQyOmF2YW5hbjpvOjdjNTgyZjgzODc4MTllMmMxMDExMzRlNDgzZjhmOGI0OnYx

g

1. 1525 Grant Avenue

| San Francisco, CA 94133
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= TR www.chinatowncdc.org

September 15, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfgov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfgov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston@sfgov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Letter in Support of Ordinance to Change Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown and
North Beach and on Polk Street (Board File 210600)

To the Chair and Members of the Land Use and Transportation Committee,

I am writing on behalf of Chinatown Community Development Center (CCDC), which supports the
proposed ordinance to change small business zoning controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk
Street (Board File No. 210600).

CCDC is a place-based community development organization serving primarily the Chinatown
neighborhood, in addition to North Beach and the Tenderloin. We serve many roles: neighborhood
advocates, organizer and planners, and crucially, developers and managers of affordable housing.

With relation to the Chinatown adjustments, this ordinance will adjust a previous ordinance amending the
Planning Code to prohibit retail workspace in Chinatown Mixed-Use Districts. In 2020, CCDC worked
with Supervisor Peskin’s Office to limit the encroachment of office workspaces in Chinatown, which
could drive up rents and make it difficult for legacy merchants to compete. CCDC was supportive of the
previous ordinance, and we believe that his new proposed ordinance will build upon it by providing
greater flexibility for community-serving uses and because it supports legacy businesses, in addition to
supporting use size restrictions that continues to protect Chinatown.

There are multiple positive outcomes for the Chinatown community.

Properties professionally managed by Chinatown Community Development Center do not discriminate based on race, color, creed,
( religion, sex, national origin, age, familial status, handicap, ancestry, medical condition, physical handicap, veteran status, sexual

orientation, AIDS, AIDS related condition (ARC), mental disability, marital status, source of income, or any other arbitrary status. s
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1. 1525 Grant Avenue

| San Francisco, CA 94133
TEL 415.984.1450

Chinatown Community FAX 415.362.7992
Development Center TTY 415.984.9910
= TR www.chinatowncdc.org

Allowing social service or philanthropic facilities in Chinatown to exceed the use size maximums with
Conditional Use Authorizations would allow for the development of important community spaces for
both API and broader BIPOC communities. On the horizon, six leading Chinatown cultural organizations
(CCDC, Angel Island Immigration Station Foundation, Chinese Cultural Center, Chinese Historical
Society of America, Center for Affirmative Action, and Center for Asian American Media) have received
$26.5 million in state funding for Edge on the Square, a contemporary arts and media destination located
at 800 Grant Avenue that will house build a cultural entity and inclusion in a manner that opens hearts
and changes minds. Passing this ordinance is essential for the cultivation of important cultural spaces for
API and the broader BIPOC communities.

Legacy businesses are also supported by amended ordinances by allowing the space that they need to
operate. Legacy restaurants and small businesses have struggled during the COVID-19 pandemic with the
waves of shutdowns and added pressure of anti-Asian hate that has seen fewer residents visit Asian ethnic
enclaves. While the amended ordinances do not alleviate many of the financial pressures that small
business owners are experiencing, it does provide legacy restaurants the space that they would need,
should they like to move to another space in Chinatown.

CCDC strongly supports the proposed ordinance to change small business zoning controls in Chinatown
and North Beach, and on Polk Street in order to provide support to allow important philanthropic and
social service uses in Chinatown, and to support any legacy restaurants and businesses.

Yours Sincerely,

Amy Zhou
Planner, Chinatown Community Development Center

Cc:  Mabel Teng
Interim Executive Director, Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative

Erica Major
Assistant Clerk, Board of Supervisors

Properties professionally managed by Chinatown Community Development Center do not discriminate based on race, color, creed,
( religion, sex, national origin, age, familial status, handicap, ancestry, medical condition, physical handicap, veteran status, sexual

orientation, AIDS, AIDS related condition (ARC), mental disability, marital status, source of income, or any other arbitrary status. s
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E S Chinese Culture Foundation of San Francisco

Dedicated to elevating underserved communities
and giving voice to equality through education and contemporary art.

September 16, 2021

Via Email myrna.melgar@sfeov.org

Supervisor Myrna Melgar

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email aaron.peskin@sfeov.org

Supervisor Aaron Peskin

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Via Email dean.preston@sfeov.org

Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Proposed Amendment to Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown
and North Beach and on Polk Street
San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 20, 2021

Dear Supervisors Melgar, Peskin, and Preston:

Chinese Culture Center and Foundation of San Francisco(CCC) is in support of the proposed
amendments to Planning Code Section 121.4.

CCC is one of the founding organizations of Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative, which is
a non-profit corporation that seeks to develop “Edge on the Square,” at 800 Grant Avenue. Edge
on the Square will be an important center for Asian American contemporary media and arts. The
center will be a collaborative platform for artists, performers, scholars, and educators and will
bring visitors to Chinatown resulting in increased economic activity in the community.

153774504.1
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San Francisco Board of Supervisors
Land Use and Transportation Committee
September 16, 2021

We strongly support the proposed amendments to the Planning Code.

Very Truly Yours,

Jenny Leung
Executive Director
Chinese Culture Center

cc: Allan E. Low, Esq.
Perkins Coie, LLP
(via email alow(@perkinscoie.com)

153774504.1
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Print Form

Introduction Form

By a Member of the Board of Supervisors or Mayor

Time stamp
or meeting date

I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one):

. For reference to Committee. (An Ordinance, Resolution, Motion or Charter Amendment).
. Request for next printed agenda Without Reference to Committee.

. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee.

. Request for letter beginning :"Supervisor inquiries

. City Attorney Request.

. Call File No. from Committee.

. Budget Analyst request (attached written motion).

Lo N oo oA wWw NP

. Substitute Legislation File No.

9. Reactivate File No.

oo ododondd

10. Topic submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on

Please check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following:

[ ]Small Business Commission [ ] Youth Commission [ _]Ethics Commission

[ ]Planning Commission [ ]Building Inspection Commission
Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use the Imperative Form.

Sponsor(s):

Peskin

Subject:

Planning Code - Small Business Zoning Controls in Chinatown and North Beach and on Polk Street

The text is listed:

Ordinance amending the Planning Code to 1) allow neighborhood-serving Social Service and Philanthropic Facility
uses in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts with conditional use authorization; 2) change the provision for abandonment
of a use that exceeds a use size maximum in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts; 3) change the use size limit and use size
maximum in the Chinatown Community Business District; 4) exempt Institutional Community uses and Legacy
Business Restaurants in Chinatown Mixed Use Districts from use size limits; 5) allow lot mergers under certain
conditions in the Polk Street Neighborhood Commercial District; and 6) exclude the portion of Powell Street south of
Union Street from the North Beach Financial Service, Limited Financial Service, and Business or Professional
Service Subdistrict; and affirming the Planning Department’s determination under the California Environmental
Quality Act; and making findings of consistency with the General Plan and the eight priority policies of Planning
Code Section 101.1, and public necessity, convenience, and general welfare findings pursuant to Planning Code,
Section 302.






