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RE: SFPUC SE Request: CleanPowerSF Rate Adjustment

Kern, Chris (CPC) <chris.kern@sfgov.org>
Wed 9/15/2021 1:39 PM
To:  Alexander, Angela (PUC) <AAlexander@sfwater.org>
Cc:  Johnston, Timothy (CPC) <timothy.johnston@sfgov.org>; Catherine Medlock <catherine.medlock@panoramaenv.com>;
Frye, Karen (PUC) <KFrye@sfwater.org>

The Planning Department has determined that the proposed Clean PowerSF Rate Adjustment is statutorily
exempt from environmental review pursuant to CEQA sec�on 21080(b)(8) and CEQA Guidelines sec�on 15273
related to the establishment, modifica�on, structuring, restructuring, or approval of rates, tolls, fares, or other
charges.
 
This determina�on is further documented in Planning Department Case #2021-009464ENV.
 
Chris Kern, Principal Planner
Environmental Planning
San Francisco Planning
49 South Van Ness Avenue, Suite 1400, San Francisco, CA 94103
Direct: 628.652.7562 | sfplanning.org
San Francisco Property Information Map
 
Due to COVID-19, San Francisco Planning is not providing any in-person services, but we are opera�ng remotely. Our staff are
available by e-mail, and the Planning and Historic Preserva�on Commissions are convening remotely. The public is
encouraged to par�cipate. Find more informa�on on our services here.
 
From: Alexander, Angela <AAlexander@sfwater.org> 
Sent: Monday, September 13, 2021 3:53 PM 
To: CPC.EPIntake <CPC.EPIntake@sfgov.org> 
Cc: Johnston, Timothy (CPC) <�mothy.johnston@sfgov.org>; Kern, Chris (CPC) <chris.kern@sfgov.org>; Catherine
Medlock <catherine.medlock@panoramaenv.com> 
Subject: SFPUC SE Request: CleanPowerSF Rate Adjustment
 
Good a�ernoon!
 
A�ached please find a statutory exemp�on request for the CleanPowerSF Rate Adjustment. Please feel free to
reach out with any ques�ons.
 
Thanks in advance!
Angie
 
Angie Alexander, Environmental Project Manager
aalexander@sfwater.org
(415) 579-3407 (cell)
 

https://sfplanning.org/
https://sfplanninggis.org/pim/
https://sfplanning.org/staff-directory
https://sfplanning.org/node/1978
https://sfplanning.org/covid-19
mailto:aalexander@sfwater.org


OUR MISSION: To provide our customers with high-quality, efficient and reliable water, power and sewer 
services in a manner that values environmental and community interests and sustains the resources entrusted 
to our care. 

Bureau of Environmental Management 
525 Golden Gate Avenue, 6th Floor 

San Francisco, CA 94102  
T  415.934.5700 
F  415.934.5750 

TTY  415.554.3488

September 13, 2021 

Chris Kern, Principal Planner 
Environmental Planning Division 
San Francisco Planning Department 
49 South Van Ness Avenue, Suite 1400 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

RE: CEQA Statutory Exemption Request 
CleanPowerSF Rate Adjustment Methodology - 
September 2021 

Dear Chris, 

The San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) proposes to approve 
rate adjustment methodology, implementation of time-of-use bill protection, and 
reinstatement of termination fee for the SFPUC Power Enterprise 
CleanPowerSF Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) Program. The Bureau 
of Environmental Management recommends the proposed adoption of the rate 
adjustment formula by the Commission is statutorily exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under Public Resources Code Section 
21080(b)(8) and CEQA Guidelines Section 15273 (Rates, Tolls, Fares, and 
Charges) related to the establishment, modification, structuring, restructuring, 
or approval of rates, tolls, fares, or other charges. 

BACKGROUND 
The current CleanPowerSF rates were established using the Commission 
approved rate-setting methodology adopted in December 2018 by Commission 
Resolution 18-0209. The authority was updated by Commission Resolution 20-
0048, adopted in February 2020, and subsequently updated again by 
Commission Resolution 21-0085, adopted in May 2021. The General Manager, 
under delegation of authority granted by the Commission under Resolution 21-
0085, adjusted CleanPower rates in May 2021. This adjustment was 
determined to be statutorily exempt from environmental review pursuant to 
CEQA section 21080(b)(8) and CEQA Guidelines Section 15273 (Rates, Tolls, 



Chris Kern, Principal Planner 
Environmental Planning Division, San Francisco Planning Department 
CEQA Exemption Request 
CleanPowerSF Rate Adjustment Methodology 
September 1, 2021 
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Fares, and Charges) by the San Francisco Planning Department on May 6, 
2021 (Planning Department Case No. 2021-004576ENV). 

The SFPUC currently proposes to again revise the existing rate adjustment 
methodology authorization of CleanPowerSF rates to the lesser of: 1) 10% 
higher than comparable PG&E generation rates, after accounting for the Power 
Charge Indifference Adjustment and Franchise Fee Surcharge, or 2) rates that 
recover CleanPowerSF’s program costs. The new rate-setting methodology 
would be effective November 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022.  

Adoption of the action is scheduled for hearing before the Commission on 
September 28, 2021. 

CEQA COMPLIANCE RECOMMENDATION 
Public Resources Code Section 21080(b)(8) and CEQA Guidelines Section 
15273 (Rates, Tolls, Fares, and Charges) Subsection (a)(1) provides a 
statutory exemption from CEQA for the establishment, modification, structuring, 
restructuring, or approval of rates, tolls, fares, or other charges by public 
agencies for the purposes of meeting operating expenses. Thank you for your 
concurrence with this request. 

Sincerely, 

Karen Frye, AICP, Acting Bureau Manager 
Bureau of Environmental Management 

cc: Erin Franks, SFPUC Rates Administrator 
Michael Hyams, SFPUC Power Manager 
Timothy Johnston, MP, Environmental Planner, Environmental Planning 

Division, San Francisco Planning Department 
Angie Alexander, SFPUC Environmental Project Manager 


