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People using the overdose prevention site were: 

• 27% less likely to visit the emergency department, 

• Had 54% fewer emergency department visits,

• Were 32% less likely to be hospitalized, and 

• Spent 50% fewer nights in hospital. 

Reduced emergency department visits and hospitalization with use of an 
unsanctioned overdose prevention site for injection drug use in the US

Lambdin, Davidson, Browne, Suen, Wenger, and Kral

Under review at a peer-reviewed medical journal









Summary of Peer-reviewed Research

Overdose prevention sites help the people who use them by 

• Preventing overdose deaths
• Preventing emergency department use and hospitalization

Overdose prevention sites help the neighborhoods in which they are located by

• Reducing crime
• Reducing syringes in public settings

Overdose prevention sites save the city money



American Medical Association voted to approve 
Overdose Prevention Sites in June 2017

Alex Kral, Ph.D.
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