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[Administrative Code - Naming the City Hall Press Room for Barbara A. Taylor]  
 
 

Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to name the City Hall Press Room in 

memory of legendary reporter Barbara Ann Taylor. 
 
 NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font. 

Additions to Codes are in single-underline italics Times New Roman font. 
Deletions to Codes are in strikethrough italics Times New Roman font. 
Board amendment additions are in double-underlined Arial font. 
Board amendment deletions are in strikethrough Arial font. 
Asterisks (*   *   *   *) indicate the omission of unchanged Code  
subsections or parts of tables. 

 
 

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco: 

 

Section 1.  Chapter 4 of the Administrative Code is hereby amended by adding Section 

4.28, to read as follows: 

 

SEC. 4.28. NAMING THE CITY HALL PRESS ROOM FOR BARBARA A. TAYLOR. 

(a) Findings. 

Barbara Ann Taylor served as San Francisco City Hall bureau chief for KCBS Radio for more 

than 30 years, covering City Hall politics across seven different mayoral administrations, until her 

retirement in 2015, which earned her the title of “Dean of the City Hall Press Corps.”  Taylor 

leveraged her experience as a political reporter to also co-write the Insider column and opinion pieces 

for the Hearst-owned San Francisco Examiner and to serve as on-air host for the televised weekly City 

Desk News. 

Taylor adeptly and incisively covered the biggest news stories of her time, including the 

shocking assassinations of Mayor George Moscone and Supervisor Harvey Milk; the Jonestown 

massacre, which changed the course of politics in San Francisco; the Loma Prieta earthquake, the 
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largest natural disaster to strike the City in over 80 years; and San Francisco’s groundbreaking and 

revolutionary issuance of marriage licenses to same-sex couples, paving the way for legalizing gay 

marriage.  Taylor covered these events and many others, large and small, with a skilled 

professionalism that set the standard for countless other journalists.  

Utilizing her fearlessness, tenacity, street smarts, and gut instincts, Taylor ferreted out stories 

and cut through the codswallop, providing her listeners with news stories that were relevant, accurate, 

balanced, and timely, earning her numerous awards for her news coverage, both as an individual 

reporter and as a member of a team unit, including the Peabody and Alfred I. duPont-Columbia 

University awards and six national Radio Television Digital News Association (RTDNA) “Edward R. 

Murrow” awards for overall excellence. 

At once empathetic and hard-hitting in her beat reporting, Taylor threaded her stories with 

human interest, fairness, and profound integrity, earning the respect of her subjects and colleagues 

alike, and becoming a role model and subject matter expert even to those competitors wise enough to 

watch and learn from the best in the business. 

Accompanied by her canine companion, Tanner, Taylor often held court in her City Hall press 

room office and recording studio, hosting a steady stream of elected officials, legislative aides, City 

Hall flaks, lobbyists, activists, political gadflies, and bureaucrats eager to get their say on the stories 

she was working on. 

When politicians tried to avoid being peppered with her pointed questions or her dogged 

inquiries, Taylor knew where to track them down, lying in wait with microphone in hand by their 

parked car, on a back staircase, or at their favorite after-hours (or occasional lunchtime) watering 

hole. 

A consummate beat reporter, Taylor knew when to hold tight to information given to her in 

confidence, when to use it for background, and when to roll it out, earning her the trust of valuable 
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sources, which ultimately benefited her listeners, viewers, and readers, who came to depend on her 

ability to competently and confidently report the news with context and authority, often in real time. 

After diligently reporting on the work and words of seven mayors and dozens of members of the 

Board of Supervisors, as well as covering tens of thousands of hours of public meetings, thousands of 

press conferences, and hundreds of public protests, Taylor had one of the longest tenures of any 

individual consistently working under the City Hall dome and recording history as it unfolded. 

(b) Barbara A. Taylor Press Room. 

The City Hall Press Room is named the Barbara A. Taylor Press Room. 

(c) Signage.   

By no later than February 1, 2022, the City Administrator shall install lettering on the glass 

portion of the door to the City Hall Press Room identifying the room as the Barbara A. Taylor Press 

Room.  The size and style of the lettering shall be consistent with the size and style of lettering used on 

doors throughout City Hall. 

 

Section 2.  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after 

enactment.  Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor returns the 

ordinance unsigned or does not sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it, or the Board 

of Supervisors overrides the Mayor’s veto of the ordinance.   

 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney 
 
 
By:    /s/ Anne Pearson  
 ANNE PEARSON 
 Deputy City Attorney 
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LEGISLATIVE DIGEST 

 
[Administrative Code - Naming the City Hall Press Room for Barbara A. Taylor] 
 
Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to name the City Hall Press Room in 
memory of legendary reporter Barbara Ann Taylor. 
 

Existing Law 
 
Currently, the City Hall Press Room does not have a formal name or designation. 
 

Amendments to Current Law 
 
The proposed ordinance would name the City Hall Press Room the Barbara A. Taylor Press 
Room, in honor of legendary reporter Barbara Ann Taylor. 
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TO:  Carmen Chu, City Administrator  

FROM: Victor Young, Assistant Clerk  
 
DATE:  October 11, 2021 
 
SUBJECT: LEGISLATION INTRODUCED  
 
The Board of Supervisors’ Rules Committee received the following proposed legislation: 
 

File No.  211029 
 
Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to name the City Hall Press 
Room in memory of legendary reporter Barbara Ann Taylor. 
 

If you have comments or reports to be included with the file, please forward them to me 
at the Board of Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San 
Francisco, CA 94102 or by email at: victor.young@sfgov.org.  
 
 
 
c.  Ken Bukowski, Office of the City Administrator 
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Bill Barnes, Office of the City Administrator 
Nicole Agbayani, Office of the City Administrator 
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[Administrative Code - Naming the City Hall Press Room for Barbara A. Taylor]  
 
 

Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to name the City Hall Press Room in 

memory of legendary reporter Barbara Ann Taylor. 
 
 NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font. 

Additions to Codes are in single-underline italics Times New Roman font. 
Deletions to Codes are in strikethrough italics Times New Roman font. 
Board amendment additions are in double-underlined Arial font. 
Board amendment deletions are in strikethrough Arial font. 
Asterisks (*   *   *   *) indicate the omission of unchanged Code  
subsections or parts of tables. 

 
 

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco: 

 

Section 1.  Chapter 4 of the Administrative Code is hereby amended by adding Section 

4.28, to read as follows: 

 

SEC. 4.28. NAMING THE CITY HALL PRESS ROOM FOR BARBARA A. TAYLOR. 

(a) Findings. 

Barbara Ann Taylor served as San Francisco City Hall bureau chief for KCBS Radio for more 

than 30 years, covering City Hall politics across seven different mayoral administrations, until her 

retirement in 2015, which earned her the title of “Dean of the City Hall Press Corps.”  Taylor 

leveraged her experience as a political reporter to also co-write the Insider column and opinion pieces 

for the Hearst-owned San Francisco Examiner and to serve as on-air host for the televised weekly City 

Desk News. 

Taylor adeptly and incisively covered the biggest news stories of her time, including the 

shocking assassinations of Mayor George Moscone and Supervisor Harvey Milk; the Jonestown 

massacre, which changed the course of politics in San Francisco; the Loma Prieta earthquake, the 
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largest natural disaster to strike the City in over 80 years; and San Francisco’s groundbreaking and 

revolutionary issuance of marriage licenses to same-sex couples, paving the way for legalizing gay 

marriage.  Taylor covered these events and many others, large and small, with a skilled 

professionalism that set the standard for countless other journalists.  

Utilizing her fearlessness, tenacity, street smarts, and gut instincts, Taylor ferreted out stories 

and cut through the codswallop, providing her listeners with news stories that were relevant, accurate, 

balanced, and timely, earning her numerous awards for her news coverage, both as an individual 

reporter and as a member of a team unit, including the Peabody and Alfred I. duPont-Columbia 

University awards and six national Radio Television Digital News Association (RTDNA) “Edward R. 

Murrow” awards for overall excellence. 

At once empathetic and hard-hitting in her beat reporting, Taylor threaded her stories with 

human interest, fairness, and profound integrity, earning the respect of her subjects and colleagues 

alike, and becoming a role model and subject matter expert even to those competitors wise enough to 

watch and learn from the best in the business. 

Accompanied by her canine companion, Tanner, Taylor often held court in her City Hall press 

room office and recording studio, hosting a steady stream of elected officials, legislative aides, City 

Hall flaks, lobbyists, activists, political gadflies, and bureaucrats eager to get their say on the stories 

she was working on. 

When politicians tried to avoid being peppered with her pointed questions or her dogged 

inquiries, Taylor knew where to track them down, lying in wait with microphone in hand by their 

parked car, on a back staircase, or at their favorite after-hours (or occasional lunchtime) watering 

hole. 

A consummate beat reporter, Taylor knew when to hold tight to information given to her in 

confidence, when to use it for background, and when to roll it out, earning her the trust of valuable 
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sources, which ultimately benefited her listeners, viewers, and readers, who came to depend on her 

ability to competently and confidently report the news with context and authority, often in real time. 

After diligently reporting on the work and words of seven mayors and dozens of members of the 

Board of Supervisors, as well as covering tens of thousands of hours of public meetings, thousands of 

press conferences, and hundreds of public protests, Taylor had one of the longest tenures of any 

individual consistently working under the City Hall dome and recording history as it unfolded. 

(b) Barbara A. Taylor Press Room. 

The City Hall Press Room is named the Barbara A. Taylor Press Room. 

(c) Signage.   

By no later than February 1, 2022, the City Administrator shall install lettering on the glass 

portion of the door to the City Hall Press Room identifying the room as the Barbara A. Taylor Press 

Room.  The size and style of the lettering shall be consistent with the size and style of lettering used on 

doors throughout City Hall. 

 

Section 2.  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after 

enactment.  Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor returns the 

ordinance unsigned or does not sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it, or the Board 

of Supervisors overrides the Mayor’s veto of the ordinance.   

 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney 
 
 
By:    /s/ Anne Pearson  
 ANNE PEARSON 
 Deputy City Attorney 
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[Administrative Code - Naming the City Hall Press Room for Barbara A. Taylor] 
 
Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to name the City Hall Press Room in 
memory of legendary reporter Barbara Ann Taylor. 
 

Existing Law 
 
Currently, the City Hall Press Room does not have a formal name or designation. 
 

Amendments to Current Law 
 
The proposed ordinance would name the City Hall Press Room the Barbara A. Taylor Press 
Room, in honor of legendary reporter Barbara Ann Taylor. 
 
 
 
n:\legana\as2021\2200115\01557022.docx 
 
 
 



Print Form 

Introduction Form 
By a Member of the Board of Supervisors or Mayor 

Time stamp 

I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one): or meeting date 

[{] 1. For reference to Committee. (An Ordinance, Resolution, Motion or Charter Amendment). 

D 2. Request for next printed agenda Without Reference to Committee. 

D 3. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee. 

D 4. Request for letter beginning :"Supervisor inquiries" 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

D 5. City Attorney Request. 

D 6. Call File No. from Committee. 

D 7. Budget Analyst request (attached written motion). 

D 8. Substitute Legislation File No. 
~~~~'.::::::==============:::::;-~~~~ 

D 9. Reactivate File No. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

D 10. Topic submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on 

Please check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following: 

Small Business Commission D Youth Commission D Ethics Commission 

D Planning Commission D Building Inspection Commission 

Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use the Imperative Form. 

Sponsor(s): 

Subject: 

[Administrative Code - Naming the City Hall Press Room for Barbara A. Taylor] 

The text is listed: 

Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to name the City Hall Press Room in memory of legendary reporter 
Barbara Ann Taylor. 

Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor: 

For Clerk's Use Only 



From: Pearson, Anne (CAT)
To: BOS Legislation, (BOS); Angulo, Sunny (BOS); BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Cc: Somera, Alisa (BOS); Peskin, Aaron (BOS); Gee, Natalie (BOS)
Subject: RE: PESKIN - Ordinance - Naming City Hall Press Room - "Barbara A. Taylor Press Room"
Date: Wednesday, September 29, 2021 2:21:26 PM
Attachments: image004.png

Confirming that I approve as to form. 
 
Thanks,
Anne
 
 
Anne Pearson (she/her)
Deputy City Attorney
Office of City Attorney Dennis Herrera
(646) 241-7670 Cell
(415) 554-4706 Direct
www.sfcityattorney.org
Find us on: Facebook Twitter Instagram
 
Please note that during the ongoing pandemic the best way to reach me is by email or cell
phone.  I check only occasionally any voicemail messages left on my direct work line above. 
 

From: BOS Legislation, (BOS) <bos.legislation@sfgov.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 29, 2021 2:20 PM
To: Angulo, Sunny (BOS) <sunny.angulo@sfgov.org>; BOS Legislation, (BOS)
<bos.legislation@sfgov.org>
Cc: Somera, Alisa (BOS) <alisa.somera@sfgov.org>; Peskin, Aaron (BOS) <aaron.peskin@sfgov.org>;
Pearson, Anne (CAT) <Anne.Pearson@sfcityatty.org>; Gee, Natalie (BOS) <natalie.gee@sfgov.org>
Subject: RE: PESKIN - Ordinance - Naming City Hall Press Room - "Barbara A. Taylor Press Room"
 
Thank you. We are seeking the approval from Deputy City Attorney Anne Pearson for use of her
electronic signature and approval as to form for the Ordinance, by reply to this email.
 
Best regards,
Jocelyn Wong
San Francisco Board of Supervisors
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco, CA 94102
T: 415.554.7702 | F: 415.554.5163
jocelyn.wong@sfgov.org  |  www.sfbos.org
 
(VIRTUAL APPOINTMENTS) To schedule a “virtual” meeting with me (on Microsoft Teams), please
ask and I can answer your questions in real time.
 

Due to the current COVID-19 health emergency and the Shelter in Place Order, the Office of the Clerk of the Board is
working remotely while providing complete access to the legislative process and our services

mailto:Anne.Pearson@sfcityatty.org
mailto:bos.legislation@sfgov.org
mailto:sunny.angulo@sfgov.org
mailto:bos.legislation@sfgov.org
mailto:alisa.somera@sfgov.org
mailto:aaron.peskin@sfgov.org
mailto:natalie.gee@sfgov.org
https://avanan.url-protection.com/v1/url?o=www.sfcityattorney.org&g=OTZkNDI0MDQ4YTZmMTc2YQ==&h=OTU1NGVhNDFlMWQ1MTJmNjA2M2IxNWU1OThiMjA3MzJlODFjODEwNTQxNGUxNzM4OTRhODY5ZTU2OGJjYTMxYw==&p=YXAzOnNmZHQyOmF2YW5hbjpvOjk1NjE1MjU2MTFmMDIwNjA1NzcxOGU1ZGY1OTA5YzIyOnYx
https://avanan.url-protection.com/v1/url?o=https%3A//www.facebook.com/sfcityattorney/&g=NTk3NTNiODQxZWYxZDdhMw==&h=ODYyOWI0YmRmYWQyYmE0NzY2ZDM1YWNiN2E1Y2JkN2I3YWQwYTM2MDJmYjhhMzI2MDk5YjBhODIzMDk0Zjc5Yg==&p=YXAzOnNmZHQyOmF2YW5hbjpvOjk1NjE1MjU2MTFmMDIwNjA1NzcxOGU1ZGY1OTA5YzIyOnYx
https://avanan.url-protection.com/v1/url?o=https%3A//twitter.com/SFCityAttorney&g=YzBmZjVkNGZiZjQ3MzA1Yw==&h=YjczMjlmZTYwNzhmYWM3MzJlNjkxMjBhNTI2MzczNTI3NGI4Y2MzYTc0YzY5ZjhkYTgzZGY0YTNlODhkNjI1Yg==&p=YXAzOnNmZHQyOmF2YW5hbjpvOjk1NjE1MjU2MTFmMDIwNjA1NzcxOGU1ZGY1OTA5YzIyOnYx
https://avanan.url-protection.com/v1/url?o=https%3A//www.instagram.com/sfcityattorney/&g=NmE0NjFiOWIyZDBkY2Q5Yg==&h=Y2Q0YzJlM2VhZmJmOWYzNDI5Mzc3YTQ1ZDg4ODAyZmI5Njg2YWZmMWM0MDU3YzMxNmUxNmQzNDAzMmFlNzUwMA==&p=YXAzOnNmZHQyOmF2YW5hbjpvOjk1NjE1MjU2MTFmMDIwNjA1NzcxOGU1ZGY1OTA5YzIyOnYx
mailto:jocelyn.wong@sfgov.org
https://avanan.url-protection.com/v1/url?o=http%3A//www.sfbos.org/&g=MDJkZWRjNDU5OTkzNGVlZA==&h=MWZkMjU5NTY0ODYwODU1YzA1MDdjYjFhNmM5OTk3ZTk0ZTI0OTEzY2Y0NjlmM2QxOTE0MjgzN2RjZjI3OTA4Mg==&p=YXAzOnNmZHQyOmF2YW5hbjpvOjk1NjE1MjU2MTFmMDIwNjA1NzcxOGU1ZGY1OTA5YzIyOnYx

ol





 
 

    Click here to complete a Board of Supervisors Customer Service Satisfaction form

The Legislative Research Center provides 24-hour access to Board of Supervisors legislation, and archived matters since August 1998.
 
Disclosures: Personal information that is provided in communications to the Board of Supervisors is subject to disclosure under the
California Public Records Act and the San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance. Personal information provided will not be redacted.  Members of
the public are not required to provide personal identifying information when they communicate with the Board of Supervisors and its
committees. All written or oral communications that members of the public submit to the Clerk's Office regarding pending legislation or
hearings will be made available to all members of the public for inspection and copying. The Clerk's Office does not redact any information
from these submissions. This means that personal information—including names, phone numbers, addresses and similar information that
a member of the public elects to submit to the Board and its committees—may appear on the Board of Supervisors' website or in other
public documents that members of the public may inspect or copy.

 
 
 
 
 

From: Angulo, Sunny (BOS) <sunny.angulo@sfgov.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 28, 2021 1:37 PM
To: BOS Legislation, (BOS) <bos.legislation@sfgov.org>
Cc: Somera, Alisa (BOS) <alisa.somera@sfgov.org>; Peskin, Aaron (BOS) <aaron.peskin@sfgov.org>;
PEARSON, ANNE (CAT) <Anne.Pearson@sfcityatty.org>; Gee, Natalie (BOS) <natalie.gee@sfgov.org>
Subject: PESKIN - Ordinance - Naming City Hall Press Room - "Barbara A. Taylor Press Room"
 
Good afternoon,
 
Please find the e-files for Supervisor Peskin’s subject Ordinance and Leg Digest attached for
electronic submission today. Copying DCA Pearson to confirm that this Ordinance has been signed as
to form, as well as copying President Walton’s office to confirm that Supervisor Peskin is requesting
the 30 day hold be lifted so he can schedule it expeditiously at the Rules Committee.
 
Alisa:
We’re out of redline, so please let me know if you need me to submit hard copies. Supervisor Peskin
will submit a signed Introduction Form.
 
Best,
Sunny
 
Sunny Angulo
Supervisor Aaron Peskin, Chief of Staff
Sunny.Angulo@sfgov.org
415.554.7451 DIRECT
415.554.7450 VOICE
415.430.7091 CELL
 
District 3 Website

https://avanan.url-protection.com/v1/url?o=http%3A//www.sfbos.org/index.aspx%3Fpage%3D104&g=MjlkNzc5NTgyMTJjNTdlMw==&h=NjM5YWI1NDM4N2NiNGYxMWYwNDBkMWJiOTU5NjM0MDU3OThjYzIxODlhNzljN2E3MDlmZTRjZjZhOTUwNzg4YQ==&p=YXAzOnNmZHQyOmF2YW5hbjpvOjk1NjE1MjU2MTFmMDIwNjA1NzcxOGU1ZGY1OTA5YzIyOnYx
https://avanan.url-protection.com/v1/url?o=http%3A//www.sfbos.org/index.aspx%3Fpage%3D104&g=MmFhZTYzMzRiMWNiZDI0NQ==&h=MTZiYzZhYTlhNThlMDRlNDk1OTViNmRiZDc3Y2NjYzY5YzUwY2E4NDA1NDg3NDRiZGQ1YzhjMTA2YjhhMDlhMw==&p=YXAzOnNmZHQyOmF2YW5hbjpvOjk1NjE1MjU2MTFmMDIwNjA1NzcxOGU1ZGY1OTA5YzIyOnYx
https://avanan.url-protection.com/v1/url?o=http%3A//www.sfbos.org/index.aspx%3Fpage%3D9681&g=ODkzM2RkN2ZhMGI5OWI0YQ==&h=ZmMyMDZiNDU5MzYwNDdhMjQ1ZjcyM2RlNjk5MDNlMzlkNzBhM2UwN2Y1YmUwM2E1ZTc4NmZmZGQwM2Y5NzUxYQ==&p=YXAzOnNmZHQyOmF2YW5hbjpvOjk1NjE1MjU2MTFmMDIwNjA1NzcxOGU1ZGY1OTA5YzIyOnYx
mailto:sunny.angulo@sfgov.org
mailto:bos.legislation@sfgov.org
mailto:alisa.somera@sfgov.org
mailto:aaron.peskin@sfgov.org
mailto:Anne.Pearson@sfcityatty.org
mailto:natalie.gee@sfgov.org
mailto:Sunny.Angulo@sfgov.org
https://avanan.url-protection.com/v1/url?o=https%3A//sfbos.org/supervisor-peskin&g=ZGQxODFlNjcwODBiNTM2Ng==&h=Yzk3ZmUyODdiNDNkZTY0MWNiMmU1NTUyMzkwZGYzMGE4YzZkNjYyNWRiMjBlYzRmMDc0MDEyNTBkYjk2MjAyMw==&p=YXAzOnNmZHQyOmF2YW5hbjpvOjk1NjE1MjU2MTFmMDIwNjA1NzcxOGU1ZGY1OTA5YzIyOnYx


Sign up for our newsletter here!
 
 

https://avanan.url-protection.com/v1/url?o=https%3A//fe3615707564077d701379.pub.s10.sfmc-content.com/jmzpnsbhaly&g=MjgzYzBjZDNkOWExNDNlNQ==&h=NjU5YjQ3ZTFhNWQ2ZWY0YTA4MDcxZjk2ZmQ5MTgyZjIyNjQzYWQ1YjM2MzYwNDJmZmUwMTZjNmNiM2FiN2NmMw==&p=YXAzOnNmZHQyOmF2YW5hbjpvOjk1NjE1MjU2MTFmMDIwNjA1NzcxOGU1ZGY1OTA5YzIyOnYx


FILE NO.  211029 ORDINANCE NO. 

Supervisors Peskin; Walton 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  Page 1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

[Administrative Code - Naming the City Hall Press Room for Barbara A. Taylor]  
 
 

Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to name the City Hall Press Room in 

memory of legendary reporter Barbara Ann Taylor. 
 
 NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font. 

Additions to Codes are in single-underline italics Times New Roman font. 
Deletions to Codes are in strikethrough italics Times New Roman font. 
Board amendment additions are in double-underlined Arial font. 
Board amendment deletions are in strikethrough Arial font. 
Asterisks (*   *   *   *) indicate the omission of unchanged Code  
subsections or parts of tables. 

 
 

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco: 

 

Section 1.  Chapter 4 of the Administrative Code is hereby amended by adding Section 

4.28, to read as follows: 

 

SEC. 4.28. NAMING THE CITY HALL PRESS ROOM FOR BARBARA A. TAYLOR. 

(a) Findings. 

Barbara Ann Taylor served as San Francisco City Hall bureau chief for KCBS Radio for more 

than 30 years, covering City Hall politics across seven different mayoral administrations, until her 

retirement in 2015, which earned her the title of “Dean of the City Hall Press Corps.”  Taylor 

leveraged her experience as a political reporter to also co-write the Insider column and opinion pieces 

for the Hearst-owned San Francisco Examiner and to serve as on-air host for the televised weekly City 

Desk News. 

Taylor adeptly and incisively covered the biggest news stories of her time, including the 

shocking assassinations of Mayor George Moscone and Supervisor Harvey Milk; the Jonestown 

massacre, which changed the course of politics in San Francisco; the Loma Prieta earthquake, the 
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largest natural disaster to strike the City in over 80 years; and San Francisco’s groundbreaking and 

revolutionary issuance of marriage licenses to same-sex couples, paving the way for legalizing gay 

marriage.  Taylor covered these events and many others, large and small, with a skilled 

professionalism that set the standard for countless other journalists.  

Utilizing her fearlessness, tenacity, street smarts, and gut instincts, Taylor ferreted out stories 

and cut through the codswallop, providing her listeners with news stories that were relevant, accurate, 

balanced, and timely, earning her numerous awards for her news coverage, both as an individual 

reporter and as a member of a team unit, including the Peabody and Alfred I. duPont-Columbia 

University awards and six national Radio Television Digital News Association (RTDNA) “Edward R. 

Murrow” awards for overall excellence. 

At once empathetic and hard-hitting in her beat reporting, Taylor threaded her stories with 

human interest, fairness, and profound integrity, earning the respect of her subjects and colleagues 

alike, and becoming a role model and subject matter expert even to those competitors wise enough to 

watch and learn from the best in the business. 

Accompanied by her canine companion, Tanner, Taylor often held court in her City Hall press 

room office and recording studio, hosting a steady stream of elected officials, legislative aides, City 

Hall flaks, lobbyists, activists, political gadflies, and bureaucrats eager to get their say on the stories 

she was working on. 

When politicians tried to avoid being peppered with her pointed questions or her dogged 

inquiries, Taylor knew where to track them down, lying in wait with microphone in hand by their 

parked car, on a back staircase, or at their favorite after-hours (or occasional lunchtime) watering 

hole. 

A consummate beat reporter, Taylor knew when to hold tight to information given to her in 

confidence, when to use it for background, and when to roll it out, earning her the trust of valuable 
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sources, which ultimately benefited her listeners, viewers, and readers, who came to depend on her 

ability to competently and confidently report the news with context and authority, often in real time. 

After diligently reporting on the work and words of seven mayors and dozens of members of the 

Board of Supervisors, as well as covering tens of thousands of hours of public meetings, thousands of 

press conferences, and hundreds of public protests, Taylor had one of the longest tenures of any 

individual consistently working under the City Hall dome and recording history as it unfolded. 

(b) Barbara A. Taylor Press Room. 

The City Hall Press Room is named the Barbara A. Taylor Press Room. 

(c) Signage.   

By no later than February 1, 2022, the City Administrator shall install lettering on the glass 

portion of the door to the City Hall Press Room identifying the room as the Barbara A. Taylor Press 

Room.  The size and style of the lettering shall be consistent with the size and style of lettering used on 

doors throughout City Hall. 

 

Section 2.  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after 

enactment.  Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor returns the 

ordinance unsigned or does not sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it, or the Board 

of Supervisors overrides the Mayor’s veto of the ordinance.   

 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney 
 
 
By:    /s/ Anne Pearson  
 ANNE PEARSON 
 Deputy City Attorney 
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