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FILE NO. 100880 ORDINANCE NO.

[Landmark Tree Designation of Redwood Tree Located at 46 Stillings Avenue]

Ordinance designating the redwood tree (sequoia sempervirens} located at 46 Stillings
Avenue (Assessor’s Block No. 6734, Lot No. 023) as a landmark tree pursuant to Public
Works Code Section 810, making findings supporting the designation, and requesting

official acts in furtherance of the landmark tree designation.

Note: Additions are sm,qle-»underlme ztalzcs Times New Romarn,
deletions are
Board amendment additions are double underlined underlmed

Board amendment deletions are stikethrough-rormal.

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco:

Section 1. Findings.

(a) Public Works Code Section 810 establishes a procedure for the nomination,
designation, and removal of landmark trees.

(b) On February 22, 2010, properfy owner, Marguerite Rubenstein, nominated the
Redwood tree located on her property at 46 Stillings Avenue (Assessor’s Block 6734, Lot 023)
for landmark status.

(c) The Board of Supervisors adoptéd landmark tree designation criteria in Resolution
No. 440-08. The Board of Supervisor amended the criteria in Resolution No. 63-08. A copy
of these Resolutions are on file with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors in File No. 100880
and is incorporated herein by reference.

(d) On May 28, 2010, after a duly noticed public hearing, the Urban Forestry Council
adopted Resolution No. 005-10 recommending that the Board of Supervisors designate this
tree for landmark status based on the abovementioned landmark tree designation criteria. A
copy of said Resolution is on file with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors in File No. 100880 -

and is incorporated herein by reference.

Supervisor Dufty
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(e} The Urban Forestry Council determined that this Redwood tree qualifies as a
landmark tree based on the criteria set forth below and as further delineated in the City's
landmark tree designaﬁon criteria:

(1)  Physical Attributes: The tree has a distinguished form, with two well
formed co-dominate trunks, a balanced pyramidal form, and is atfractive in the context of the
informally forested back yard. The tree is in good condition, stable, with a low center of
gravity, and performing with vigor on the site; and

(2) Enviroﬁmental: This tree is centered on the property and located close to
the residence and may be helping to prevent soil erosion as well as serving as a wind or
sound barrier. The tree is visible from public property as well as by the surrounding neighbors.
It is a prominent landscape feature, contributing to the overall effect of a forested back yard
area and néighborhood.

(f) The Board of Supervisors adopts as its own the findings of the Urban Forestry
Council in regard to this tree.

Section 2. Landmark Tree Designation.

(a) Based on the above mentioned findings, the Board of Supervisors desig.nates the
Redwood tree (Sequoia sempervirens), located at 46 Stillings Avenue (Assessor's Block
6734, Lot 023) as a landmark tree.

I

/)

N

/"

i

i

I
Sup‘ervisor Dufty
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(b) The Board of Supervisors directs the Department of Public Works to record the
landmark designation of this tree on the property record of ) located at 46 Stillings Avenue
(Assessor's Block 6734, Lot 023) and list the tree in the Department's Official Book of

Landmark Trees.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

DENNIS J. HERRERACity Attorney
By: 7& /{ /\W

(Klicia\Cabrera\”
Deputy City Attorney

Supervisor Dufty
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FILE NO. 100880

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST

[Landmark Tree Designation of Redwood Tree, Sequoia sempervirens, located at 46 Stillings
Avenue.] :

Ordinance designating the Redwood Tree (Sequoia sempervirens) located at 46
Stillings Avenue (Assessor’s Block 6734, Lot 023) as a landmark tree pursuant to
Public Works Code Section 810, making findings supporting the designation, and
requesting official acts in furtherance of the landmark tree designation.

Existing Law

- Public Works Code Section 810 establishes a procedure for the nomination,
designation, and removal of the landmark trees. The Board of Supervisors adopted landmark
tree designation criteria in Resolution No. 440-06. The Board of Supervisors admended the
- landmark tree designation criteria in Resolution No. 63-09.

Amendments to Current Law

This legislation designates the Redwood tree (Sequoia sempervirens) located at 46
Stillings Avenue (Assessor’s Block 6734, Lot 023) as a landmark tree in accordance with the
procedures set forth in Public Works Code Section 810. This ordinance also directs the
' Department of Public Works to record the landmark designation of this tree on the subject
property and list the tree in the Department's Official Book of Landmark Trees.

Background Information

The Urban Forestry Council determined that this tree qualifies for landmark tree status
under the City's landmark tree designation criteria. This legislation designates the subject
tree as a landmark tree pursuant to Public Works Code Section 810, and thus brings the tree
within the regulatory framework of the Public Works Code Urban Forestry Ordinance.

Supervisor Dufty
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File No. 2010-05-UFC Resolution No. 005-10-UFC

[Resolution endorsing Redwood tree at 46 Stillings Avenue for landmark tree status.]

Resolution endorsing the Redwood tree (Sequoia sempervirens) at 46 Stillings Avenue
(Assessor's Block 6734, Lot 023) for Landmark Status, pursuant to Public Works Code
Section 810(b).

WHEREAS, Public Works Code, Article 16, Section 810 charges the Urban
Forestry Council to examine nominated landmark trees using criteria approved by the
Board of Supervisors; and, '

WHEREAS, fhe tree (Sequoia sempervirens) at 46 Stillings Avenue fulfills the
Landmark Tree criteria developed by the Urban Forestry Council as follows:

Physical Attributes; The tree has a distinguished form, with two well formed co-
dominate trunks, a balanced pyramidal form, and is attractive in the context of the
informally forested back yard. The tree is in good condition, stable, with a low center of
gravity, and performing with vigor on the site.

Environmental: This tree is centered on the property and located close fo the
residence and may be helping {o prevent soil erosion as well as serving as a wind or
sound barrier. “f"he tree is visible from public property as well as by the surrounding
heighbors. it is a prominent landscape feature, contributing to the overall effect of a
forested back yard area and neighborhood; and,

WHEREAS, This tree provides social, environmental and economic benefits to

the property, nelghborhood and city; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED That the Urban Forestry Council recommends th|s tree for landmark
status o the Board of Supervisors.

i
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Urban Forestry Council May 28, 2010



File No. 2010-05-UFC Resolution No. 005-10-UFC

| hereby certify that this resolution was adopted at thé,j:---Urban Forestry Council's

regular meeting on May 28, 2010.

\

P

Mei Ling Hui, Council Coordinator

Vote: Adopted (6-1) (4 Absent)
AYES:  Chair Milne, Vice-Chair D’Agostino, Members Cohen, Hillan, Hillson, Sherk
NOES: Member Buck

ABSENT: Members Costello, LeBeau, Vargas, Rodgers

Urban Forestry Council May 28, 2010



May 28, 2010

To the Urban Forestry Council:

The Landmark Tree Committee is pleased to submit one tree to the Council for adoption
as a Landmark. The tree is a coast redwood (Sequoia sempervirens) located in the back
yard at 46 Stillings Avenue (cross Congo).

The tree was sponsored for landmarking by the homeowner, Ms. Maggi Rubenstein.

The tree is a good physical specimen. It consists of two well-formed co-dominant trunks,
with a balanced pyramidal form, over-all. The tree appears thrifty and well-maintained.
Exhibiting some effects of the prevailing wind, the canopy is nonetheless well-formed,
and the tree appears to have the vigor to perform well on the site. It appears to be stable,
with a low center of gravity, and growing at a slow to moderate pace. It is very attractive
in the context of the informally forested back yard. :

The tree contributes to the environmental quality of the neighborhood. It is centered on
the property, close to the residence. While the top is visible from the street, most of the
tree is not visible to the public. Only uphill neighbers would have full view of the tree,
but in total it contributes to the overall effect of a forested back-yard area and
reighborhood, visible to other neighbors and passers-by.

It should be noted that this nomination is being disputed, with two neighbors objecting to
the landmarking. There is a history of contention over tree-related issues between these
neighbors, but the committee notes that the nominated tree has never been the object of
this contention. Concerns about safety related to the nominated tree were brought up by
the neighbors, but no issues relating to litter, shading or view were expressed. The tree
does not overhang adjoining properties, and appears to pose minimal hazard potential,

The Committee recommended it unanimously for landmarking.

On behalf of the Committee I submit to the full Council, requesting this tree be forwarded
to the Board of Supervisors for landmarking.

Respectfully, - -
Malcolm Hillan, Chair

Landmark Tree Committee
Urban Forestry Council



